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From a Governor 


OFFJOB OF TBSJ 


SPRINGFIELD 


ADLAI 
April 13, 1951 


A JOB WELL DONE. Don Danielson, left, Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph Centennial editor, and Harold Hopkins, associate editor, 
take a well-earned pause as they write "30" to the copy prepara- 
tion of the 13 sections which comprise the biographical divisions 
of this special edition. These two writers commenced research 


• nearly six months ago and have become very famiher with the 
history of Dixon in their intense. hunt for historical data \\nich 
went into this huge newspaper. The story of their six months 
,£ . 
spent with history follows. 


Centennial Editors Charted a 
Course, Then Began Their Trip 
Through History of Dixon Area 


Two 'Strangers' to Local Scene Wind Up 
t; With Great Respect for B. F. Shaw and 


Zest for Historical Data 


By HAROLD HOPKINS 


Associate Centennial Editor 


For six months the centennial editor and I have been try- 


ing to prove a point— first to ourselves and today to the read- 


DS PWheh we were offered the job of doing the Dixon Eve-. 
nine Telegraph's centennial edition back in November, .we 
both began to do a lot of thinking. We had seen a number 
i>$ 100th anniversary editions and noticed that there was 
something lacking in each one. 
Practically all'of them seemed to have -the same, short- 


comings, -as we looked at it, arid this seemed to be that ma- 
terial with related subjects was thrown together into sep- 
arate sections. 
. 
. 
... 
,. 
Reading a centennial edition in sections was like reading 


a number of books— all of them on separate-subjects. , When 
we" finished reading we still had no effective way of com- 
paring a certain phase or stage in -a town's or newspapers 
past with that of the present day, because the various sub- 
lets were so scattered. 


Both of us figured there should 


be some way of integrating all the 
subject matter where it would 
make a ' readable newspaper and 
tell the reader how and why the 
town had progressed right from 
the beginning. 


The editor had thought of the 


"headlines of a century" theme and 
tha idea at first was to do The 
Telegraph centennial issue in a 
t 


-ies of "flashbacks" ycar-by- 


J^AT. from the present year, 1951, 
to 1851. It soon became apparent 
that the whole .thing was back- 
ward arid that the newspaper, the 
city and. their stories of progress 
should go forward— not backward. 
Thus, the chronological theme, 
which we believe will make every 
page, interesting to every person. 


rso Book as Guide 


Although the editor had been a 


^rmer sports editor of The Tele- 
ffaph, neither of us knew much 
about the real history of Dixon and 
vicinity. We began to busy our- 
selves with -the several history 
books of Dixon and Lee county; the 
best thing we found, however, was 
a small pamphlet-type book pub- 
lished by The Telegraph in 1880. It 
carried most of the events chrono- 
logically from the time John Dixon 
first settled at the ferry. We used 
this book as a guide up to 1880. 
Rid since most of the local news 
was on page 2 or 4, with no head- 


" lines, the book helped us not to 
overlook anything important. 


We gradually became familiar- 


ized with Dixon's history and it 
wasn't long before we knew more 
than most natives, what with liv- 
ing, eating, and dreaming Dixon 
for six months. Neither of us was 
overly fond of 10th century prose. 
but we both came to admire B. P. 
£lhaw as a writer, for his wit was 
approached by none of his Illinois 
contemporaries. 


Crusaded for Dixon 


He was to us the guiding light 


" 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
Dixon Evening 'Telogrtpa 
Dixon, Illinois 


Detr Mrs. Shaw: 


The centennial of the Dixon Evening Telegraph 
is A noteworthy event In Illinois Journalism. I Know 
what the anniversary news to you personally^ tad to 
your sons, and I m hippy to extend my cordial ottl- . 
citl and personal congratulations. 


The Evening Telegraph always h»» enjoyed^an 


enviable reputation among Illinois «8WSPaP8"' "" . • 
history and growth have closely paralleled thoee of 
Illinois Itaf If. It has contributed much through to* 
years to Dixon' « developaent ;as one of our mo»t pro- 
gressive and Interesting cltlea. 


I hope that It will live «n and continue to 


b« a strong force In voicing the aspirations of th. 
conmunlty as well as recording Ite «v°nts. I «" 
lookforward to seeing the anniversary edition 
I am told you Intend to publish on May 1. 


Sincerely youra, 


1 


Governor 


Composing Room Employes 
Weary as the Strain Eases 


Evening 


Mabel S. Shaw 
Central Figure 
In News World 
Has Given Much 
Of Her Lifetime 
To Press Career 


By CLIFF COUGHLIN 
Telegraph City Editor 


Journalistic and national 


figures today joined many 
others in paying tribute to a 
woman publisher and the pub- 
lishing enterprise she heads. 


The publisher is Mrs. Mabel 


S. Shaw, a newspaperman's 
newspaperwoman, an enthusi- 
astic, courageous journalist, 
who has directed the Dixon 
Evening Telegraph through a 
good portion of its century of 
being. 
National figures such as Herbert 


Hoover, Senator Everett Dirksen, 
Eddie Rickenbacker. Gov. Adlal 
Stevens, John E. Knight and a 


long list, of edlr 
tors and publish- 
E r s throughout 
the 
middlewest, 


lave directed let- 
ters and tele- 
grams to this 
gentlewoman of 
the Fourth Es- 
tate. 


Most of them 


extol her courage 


Mrs. Shaw 
and b u s in, e S s 


acumen that have been 


"in'lthc 


From an Elder Statesman 


WESTERN - 
UNION 


maou 


SB007 
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MRS MABEL 


' THE DIXON EVEN INS TELEGRAPH DIXON ILL* 


I WOULD LIKE TO ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS TO THE~iiANY YOU IILL 


RECEIVE ON THE OCCASION Of 7HE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF 


THE DIXON EVENING TCLEGRAPH- 
' *•. • 


*.YOUR NEWSPAPER I*.INDKD| A SPLENDID TRIBUTE TO THE 


FINE CITIZENSHIP OF DIXON;AND ITS PEOPLE ARE TO BE 1ARHLY 


AMENDED. 
V; 


.11 HAVE NO DOUBT THAT NEXT YfAR • ILL USHER IN ANOTHER 


ONE HUNDRED YtyRS OF EXCELLINT:•£•«« TO THE COMMUNITY- 


HERBERT 'HOOVEM; ' 
., 
;^/ 


It Took Appnwmiately .13,818 
Man-Hours to Pniwee 'Special9 


Producing today's giant. Evening TWegraph Centennial edition 


took 13.818 man-hours of labor, it haa been estimated. 


This'time was conaumed.,to re«arch, copy-writing, type-setting, 


presawork and assembling, alone.'. 2t did not include the hundreds of 
hours required in the distribution of "th'««edition, to the homes through- 
out three counties. 
j- . yV ^•'w*ry,£>• \. $• 
• ' 
' .•'• 


we were shocked at the way 19th 
century editor* hurled epithets and 
compliments\back and forth. 


We were charmed at the use of 


such words as "elegant" and (for 
a crowd) "a large concourse of 
people." We found that "Pop Goes 
the Weasel" was a popular song 
long before the Civil War.' 


"Personal" Journalism 


We were afaid to touch much 


of the "personal" journalism, be- 
cause of present-day libel laws. We 
also tried to avoid the more sordid 
subjects. The Telegraph 
editor 


printed very few of these, and then 
only in exasperation and after a 
prefacing statement that, much as 
he abhorred the subject, no one 
could accuse him of suppressing the 


lO CWIflfVOll^R' A vv/*** *o fc*»^» **»-*^i«*w»«™— 
— — ---- . - ~~_ , ( 
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cast on linotype machines, then placed; to page forms to be cast .Into 
tubular plates and run on the press. 


Composing Room Foreman Amos ' 


Sharp, estimates that more than 
1,400 man hours were consumed in 
the composing room in the produc- 
tion of the 
Centennial 
edition. 


Seventy-five per cent 
of these 


hours were spent in overtime work 
as the same consistent- effort had 
to be .maintained for regular edi- 
tions. 
Two reams of 22x28-inch paper 


were required for layout purposes 
by the composing room. 


of 
the 
city and 


through the years. 


surroundings 
He crusaded 


for a better Dixon every day of his 
life, and felt no greater pleasure 
than to see a new factory, a home, 
a new citizen or a verdant coun- 
tryside. 


We tried to preserve the Inn- 
iage of the original writer of a 


news event, where possible, and 
much of the prose was amusing 
to us, especially the stilted, 15>th 
century style, in which a sentence 
rambled leisurely on and on, with 
liberal sprinklings of commas. We 
were especially amused at the 
"personal" journalism practiced by 
the oldtlme editors. Trained today 
in A school of objective reporting, 


news. 


Much of the material had to 


be condensed to meet space de- 
mands. We both have experienced 
the sad task of trying to wade 
through long, windy "padded" sto- 
ries and we have tried to avoid ex- 
cessively long stories in this edi- 
tion, for we think the reader will 
be much more inclined to read 
them if he is given the "meat in 
the coconut" without the extra 
verbiage. 


We also have tried to avoid the 


excessive use of "names" i£ long 
lists and for their sake alone, even 
at the expense of displeasing those 
concerned or their friends or de- 
scendants. Nothing, we believe, 
"slows down" the pace of a story 
as much as a long list of names. 
We' prefer to believe that the va- 
rious worthwhile undertakings in 
Dixon have been performed by 
groups, largo, and small, and we 
have used names only when they 
were essential to the action of a 
story. 


Picture Identification 


We-have taken special pains to 


Identify, pictures correctly, and be- 
lieve that we have made but few 
mistakes. This identification has 
been difficult at times, for Instead 
of having dates", many photographs 
were simply labeled ""the old mill," 
"the old school," "the old bridge," 
etc., with no indication of date. 


We have found a few mistakes 


In the histories and the newspaper 
files and have probably made a few 
of our own. We have tried to avoid 
them as much as possible by care- 
ful research and cross-checking. 


In our constant dread of the 


May 1 deadline catching MS with 
insufficient material, xve have been 
spurred to working seven days n 
week and often up to 15 hours a 


(Continued on page 2). 


Use 7 Tons of Metal 


Two'dozen colored lead pencils 


were worn down'to stubs in mark- 
ing up advertisements 
for 
the 


giant paper. 


More than 1-1.000 
pounds of 


metal (seven tons) were required 
to produce the type and pictures 
used in the edition. 


More than 200,000 lines of type 


can be found in the Centennial. 


,A 'walkmeter" probably would 


disclose that the composing room 
foreman walked 12 miles in and 
around the plant taking care of 
the various tasks required of him. 


Six to 12 page forms have been 


tied up constantly since the Cen- 
tennial edition went into produc- 
tion seven months ago. 


Everything Utilized 


Every piece of equipment in the 


composing room has been utilizcc 
and every variety of type on ham 
at The Telegraph can bo found in 
today's paper. 


This effort put forth by the 12 


men of the composing room de 
partment has. been tiring and 
strenuous. Headache pills helpei 
some in re/ieving the strain of th< 
pressure. But, it will take anothe 
week after this paper has gone t 
press for the Wen to recuperate. 


We Dominate 
Page One for 
One Day Only 


Because we think that our Cen- 


ennial event is the biggest »tory 
of the day we*ye taken over Page 
One. Readers will look to the third 
page of this section for-the latest 
world and local news. 


No, we are not selfish. We just 


believe that for one day in a cen- 
tury we can devote Page One to 
ourselves. 


1SS1—C*nt*nnM— 19S1— 


Dixon Area Story 
To Go to Nation 
In This Centennial 


its 
as 
The background of Dixon, 


people and its environments 
contained in today's Centennial is 
being forwarded to many manu- 
facturing associations throughout 
the r.ation with the compliments 
of this newspaper. 


These are being sent with the 


.belief that it will serve to en- 
courage interest in the opportuni- 
ties for industrial development in 
this fine section of Illinois. 


Advertising agencies and public 


relations institutions 
a>e 
also 


being placed on the mailing list. 
Thus the story of Dixon, and those 
of the fine communities in its 
trade area, will go nationwide. 


- 
- 
Printing-Co., Avh'ich; she directs. 
The Evjerilng Telegraph, many of 
them'-Bfttd-'coUJd ',nof have grown 
and prospered; had. it not had the 
benefit, of "her guidance and that 
of her family. 
' 
'• 


Mrs. Shaw, .sometimes called 


'.'The First Lady" of midwestern 
journalism, is considered by her 
newsroom employes as the best 
reporter on the staff. Seated at 
her desk in the business depart- 
ment, Mrs. Shaw oftentimes relays 
more news to the editorial depart- 
ment than some reporters are able 
to procure on their •. daily beats. 


.She Not** News 


Bits of Information gained from 


telephone conversations and from 
visitors who arc constantly calling 
on her, are carefully 
noted by 


Mrs. Shaw on a handy scratch pad 
or the back of an envelope. These 
she sends along to the newsroom 
to be confirmed or developed. 


Not too rarely does a reporter 


find himself "scooped" 'by 
this 


well-loved 
publisher 
operating 


strictly from her desk looking out 
through a large front window. 


Energy Outstanding 


Perhaps Mrs. Shaw's two most 


outstanding characteristics are her 
energy and devotion to detail. Only 
occasionally does she allow her- 
self to be away from her desk and 
then only for vacation trips to far- 
off lands or to attend to some 
housekeeping 
detail. 
Otherwise 


she's at her roll-top desk fairly 
early each morning poring over 
business reports or talking over 
policy with her sons and her busi- 
ness manager, Arnold V. Lund. • 


Her home claims most of her 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Noted Writer 


„ 
; 
,. 
, aeta>fwi:'ail-tnw, 


JiSglivfor., hours,'needed to jproduci^ 
an edition'thla size, fflnc«: no pre-. 
pared filler material waa waed and 
almost 'everyv" line of th« .edition 
war written, by local' ataff; merti- 
bers....\'. 
i •' 
' •'' 
'''*.•.. 


V It .was decided In conferencea 
nearly, a year ago that thta publi- 
cation must- be as nearly accurate 
aa time would permit and every 
phase of 120 years In .this .area 
must be recorded. ,Thia required 
repeated; make-overs aai additional 
material. was discovered/; ;'.Many 
scenes were re-photograjphed to re- 
cord-the change in history. 


• \' "'-'• Reaet Pagea • ^, "' 
It waa often neceaaary for; type- 


setters to reset entire pages when 
an error was discovered or perti- 
nent Information had' been over- 
looked. 
' 
• 


Earjy in the planning for this 


edition, it waa decided that no 
expense would b* apared in the 
publication 
of 
this - centennial 


newspaper. Although the edition 
contains a record number of'ad- 
vertisements, all were aold at the 
regular cpntract rates despite the 
increased circulation and higher 
cost of copy preparation. Regular 
subscribers of the newspaper re- 
ceived this newspaper as a part 
of their regular subscription. 


As a result, the costs of pro 


ducing this record-breaking issue 
will far exceed all revenue from it 
It is believed, however, that the 
edition has been a tremendously 
worthwhile undertaking and a fit 
ting tribute to a newspaper and to 
a community. 


Editorial Staff, Others, Aided 
In Producing Giant Newspaper 


As the historical sections of the Centennial edition neared com- 


pletion, the news staff of the Evening Telegraph moved into the 
preparation of Section N, which comprises the history of every 
community in the Telegraph circulation area. 


An aerial photographer 
was 


IPDEX 


''«*ctlon— Current newt, 


atariea and plc- 
' 


.-Section A— Headlines of a 


•• J 'Century from 1880 throofh 


' 


. 


^-Section B— 18M through 
' •,!*«. 


C-1882 through 
' 


through 


' 


—Section E— 187» through 


, 1887. 


-^Section F— 1888 through 


;' ';»• -MM. 


bn G— 1895 through 


n H— 1003 through 
. 


-flection 1—1911 through 


J 1918. 


—Section J— 1919 through 


1926. 


—Section K— 1927 through 


19S4. 


— Secton L— 1935 through 


1941. 


—Section M— 1948 through 


1951. 


—Section N— History of Every 


Community 
In Telegraph 


Circulation Area. 


—Section O, Part l— Today'* 


Telegraph personnel and 
newspaper^ operation. 


—Section O, Part 2— Continu- 


ation of Telegraph Story. 


flown over three counties snapping 
pictures which have become a part 
of the stories in this section. 


Assigned Stories 


The reporters under direction 


of Gity Editor' Cliff Coughlin re- 
wrote much of the copy and were 
assigned individual phases of this 
historical section. 


In the closing two sections of 


the Centennial edition the present 
Evening Telegraph operation is re- 
viewed. Dozens .of pictures illus- 
trating the Individual duties will 
bo found in two sections totaling 
24 pages. 


Department heads throughout 


the newspaper prepared Individual 


stories of their particular division 
and attempted to bring the reader 
a close-up view of a tially news- 
paper as it records and produces 
the happenings of a community, a 
county, a nation and a world. 


It must be remembered' that 


these contributions of staff mem- 
bers, both in the newsroom and 
throughout the 
various depart- 


ments, required long hours in ad- 
dition to the regular task of pro- 
ducing a daily newspaper. The 
lights in the Telegraph building 
could be seen-burning until well 
after midnight^ night after night 
as staff members strove to meet 
the May 1 deadline. . 


Devotes Column 
To Telegraph 


A distinguished Associated Press 


foreign affairs analyst who is 
featured in newspapers throughout 
the world, today devoted his entire 
column to The Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph which today is commemo- 
rating its centennial year. 


DeWitt MacKenzie, in his col- 


umn found on Page 4 of today's 
regular news section, praises the 
courage and 
leadership of the 


founders of this newspaper which 
has served a community through 
some of the most significant years 
of our history. 


"These five-score years," writes 


MacKenzie, "encompass the most 
vital developments of our history 
subsequent 
to 
the 
Revolution. 


Daily The Telegraph had to ap- 
praise and record the details of 
this mighty and unprecedented 
surge of national progress. It was 
a task to test the mettle of any 
n«wspaper." 


WE'RE HELPING »ADDT-Left to Tlgh^ MlchMl, 
Tim West, sons'of ThomM Wert ar., Telegraph drcu 
agcr. went to the armory Saturday to "^JM11*1?; 
struggle for Uw boya to handle even on* of .tte buge 


Headlinesof a 
Century' Huge 
Edition Theme 


History-Making 
Special Issue 
Has 272 Pages 


Today the Dixon Evening 


Telegraph completed a cen- 
tury of service to a commu- 
nity. 


This significant event is be- 


ing celebrated with the his- 
tory-making Centennial edi- 
tion which you have just re- 
ceived. It consists of 272 pages 
and marks one of the most 
outstanding achievements at- 
tained by any newspaper. 


The 16-section edition con- 


tains a chronological history 
of the Dixon area since 1851, 
the year Benjamin F. Shaw 
edited a newspaper-which was 
to remain in control^>f the 
Shaw family throughout most 
of its remarkable career. 


This remarkable edition, too, la 


a tribute to the present publisher, 
Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, and her fam- 
ily. 
Mrs. Shaw has guided the 


destinies of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph since 1909, the year her 
father-in-law, the founder, passed 
away. 


Tone of a Century 


In this issue will be found, In ">T 


addition to the great newa stories 
of many eras, the oddments and 
humorous incidents which perhaps 
more than anything else set the 
tone of the century in news. 


Contained in these pages are' 


vivid accounts of pioneers, of hard- 
working men and women," who 
have created a modern, Industrious 
community with their raw courage 
and their desire to grow and im- 
prove their lot In a free America. 


"Headline* of a Century" 


"Headlines of a Century" is tha 


theme of this great edition. It takes 
the reader on a journalistic march , 
down one of the most interesting 
ages of our history, 
the set- 


tlement of the middlewest and, 
more specifically, the Rock River 
Valley. 


The transition of this community 


from one of small trading posts, ^ 
ferry boats, Indians and log cab- 
Ins, to one of sleek automobiles, 
department stores and fine homes, 
is a romantic and fascinating tale. 


Perhaps no other medium could 


have captured the impressions of 
the age better than a newspaper. 
Starting with B. F. Shaw and end- 
ing with the present-day Evening 
Telegraph, a long procession of 
hard-working journalists have at- 
tempted to picture in words the 
day-by-day events. 


Set Forth Views 
' ' 


These journalists, backed by the 


Constitution-given right of 'a free 
press, have set forth their ideas 
and their views of an exciting and 
fast moving cycle in our country's 
progress. 


It is the composite of these jour- 
alistlc viewpoints that the editors 
t this Centennial edition have at- 
.empted to bring modern-day read- 
rs. Many of them are carried in 
ne very words of the authors, 
ome have been condensed to bet- 
er tell the story. But the tone 
f the original writings has been 
maintained. They are priceless In 
their informality, their forthright- 
ness and In their oftentimes color- 
ful originality. 


Just an Introduction 


These are mere introductory re- 
marks to an edition that will hold 
your attention for weeks and prob- 
ably years to come. It will be used 
is reference material in many 
lomes, schools 'and libraries. 
. 


Thla centennlal|edltionlwllljbiing 


a sparkle to the eyes of many old- 
sters who will see their namea or 
names of neighbors and 
frienda 


again leap into print. Old picturea 
will recall many Incidenta row 
gone from memory. 
• presentlDlxon Evening Telegraph 
ataff members, all of whom haw 
contributed to this fine Centennial 
tribute to a distinguished publish- 
ing family and to a splendid com- 
munity, .bow humbly to many, 
many other Journalists whoa* 
words fill the ensiling sections. ' . 


They can only mark "30" on ft 


century and be Inspired to carrj 
on In the century, ahead; 


iWSPAPERI 
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MRS. MABEL S. SHAW 


Dixon, Illinois, Tuesday, May 1,1951 


non-business hours. She occasion 
ally slips downstairs from her sec 
ond floor apartment at 100 Demen 
av., to play canasta with he 
eon. George, and his wife, who oc 
cupy the first-floor residence. She 
Is apt , to .Win. After Uie game she 
...will retire to her apartment and 


lhe 
Her 


favorite 'commentator is^ Fulton 


1 
**..' .* She Xot«* Drtalli - 


A, 
Staff personnel are quite aware 


* 
. o f her stnct adherence to detail. 
\ 
X- •, Extravagance in phone or tele- 
| • '^raph costs seldom escape her at- 
•f 
tention, yet m managing a pub- 


2 
. - lishing f firm which has 'grown 
' 
"" 'many-fold under her direction, she 


'. 
makes decisions involving thou- 


] 
* 'sand? of dollars. And, as in ca- 
' 
" nasta, she does not choose to lose. 


In her trip to foreign lands, she 


* 
"' , Is not unmindful of her newspaper. 
\ 
n Back, by airmail, comes a virtual" 


^ 
* dafly log of the trip to be printed 


* 
"" on'iier beloved editorial page. She 


* 
often remains awake to the early 
1 
y ; hours in the morning penning 


> 
V these accounts of her trip. 


J 
** \ 
~ Intrigued by Beauty 
| 
As readers of her dispatches 


; 
., have .noted, she is intrigued by the 


< 
„• beauty of the surroundings and 


the habits of the people. Flowers 
generally, get frequent mention 
Unusual foreign customs, too, de 
light her and are discussed in he 
travel articles. She abhors wretch 
ed living conditions and is sympa 
thetic with the poverty-stricken 
natives she observes in her travels 


[She loves people and often men 


tions the personalities she meets 
in her-writings. Again her devo- 
tion to detail causes her to mail 
a copy of her Evening Telegraph 
to a person mentioned in her trav- 
•loguc. For example, this winter 
she made the acquaintance of an 


in 
Jamaica, 


exchange of 


correspondence and 
newspapers 


between the two as each seek to 
earn the other's way of living. 


Reads Much 


Other newspapers arrive spo- 


adically from a number of states. 
They have been requested by Mrs. 
;haw during her travels. 
She 


maintains an intense interest in 
he press and reads other news- 
apers avidly. 
Clippings from 


hese and other publications are 
sually deposited on the city edi- 
or's desk for him to share. 
Just as her husband and his 


English cab driver 
Currently there is 


father before her, she is firm and 
resolute once a newspaper policy 
on a civic matter is established. 
As in her business dealings, she 
decries waste and extravagance in 
public affairs and newsroom per- 
sonnel are constantly being re- 
minded to watch for any waste of 
taxpayers' funds. 


Firm and Renolute 


Her city editors also know that 


once this firm and resolute woman 
sets a policy, he has her personal 
backing despite the fact that that 
t may mean the-loss of revenue 
to the organization. The truth, she 
has often stated", should be re- 
•ealed in every public matter. 
Mrs. Shaw, upon the death of 


icr husband was forced to assume 
\ dual career, one of rearing her 
amily and the other of stepping 
nto the printing and publishing 
usiness. It can be said that she 
as done a truly remarkable job 
f both and today her faithfulness 
o her desk as publisher of this 
cwspaper is only surpassed by 
he intense loyalty to her family. 
This is but a brief, 'undeveloped 
.ory of the Evening Telegraph's 
nodcst, hard-working and .beloved, 
ublishcr. It will serve to tell, 
owever, something personal about 
his' extraordinary woman. To her, 
ore than anyone else, this Cen- 
ennial is dedicated. 


CENTENNIAL EDITORS... 


(Continued from Page 1) 


day. 
We knew, of course, that 


we could fill the pages, but we 
wanted every item to hold some 
significance or characterize the 
trend or period in which it took 
place. We feel that we have been 
fortunate in this respect. 


GroupH Give HIMorle* 


When we-began in November, 


we spent a week calling represen- 
tatives of more than 20 churches 
and almost a hundred social, civic, 
patriotic and fraternal organiza- 
tions, who have furnished histories 
of each church and organization. 
Information for business reviews 


by the business 
was furnished 
managements. 


These people were very co-opera- 


tive, and in fact, our biggest sur- 
prise was how conscious the people 
of Dixon are about their hjstory 
and their heritage. Everyone has 
heard .of the great bridge disaster 
and Dixon's '26-inning baseball 
team, twhich also beat the Chicago 
White Sox. This has encouraged 
us to work hard preparing this jedi- 
tion—because we felt that it would 
be 'appreciated. 


As the size of The Telegraph 


kept increasing with the years, the 
work became harder and we went 
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Save $10 Extra Now 


f**tSjft!$S*-. *•"• ~' 


ECONOMY 7.4 CU. FT. 
M-W REFRIGERATOR 
REGULARLY 169.95 
159s2 


25% down on terms 


• Plenty of tall-bottle storage. 
• 5-qt. glass chill tray. 


• 5-yr. warranty on sealed unit. 


Quality-built yet economy priced. 


Compact—takes no more floor space 


. than old-style "6's." 2Mb. capacity 


freezer; 13.8 sq. ft. heavily-plated,, 


rust-resisting steel shelving. Tall-bottle 


storage on both sides freezer. 2 ice 


cube trays, plastic grids for easy ice 


service.. All-steel seamless cabinet, 
Dulux exterior finish. See it now. 


7.2 CU. FT. 250-LB. CAPACITY M-W 


JS% 4«wn *n 
Mmit* monthly 
239 


,95 


Here s the compact, omple-copacity home freezer for the smaller family. 
Two wire basket, and two low dividers make it easy to^ort foods quickly, 
unload them easily. Counterbalanced lid lifts easily, stays at any 
angle^ Automatic interior light. Sturdy, chrome handle with concealed 


Hermetkolly-seoled unit. All-steel cabinet, baked enamel finish. 


FINEST M-W WASHER 


195 33%«town 
142' 


Wring-A-Matic 
wringer 
stops 


at tug on clothes. Automatic Timer 
controls washing period. Extra 
capacity—washes 10 Ibi. clothes. 
• With automatic pump.. 149.95 


J 


slower, for hundreds of volumes of 
bound newspaper files had to be 
checked carefully. When the news- 
paper became a dally in 1883, the 
number of papers increased. 


Dally and Weekend* 


The 
centennial 
editor 
spent 


every moment of his spare time 
working on the centennial edition, 
while still holding his regular Job 
in Chicago. He worked evenings 
during the weck-and came to Dixon 
each Friday night. We both then 
spent the weekend working at full 
speed on the big edition. 


After these busy Saturdays and 


Sundays, in which many volumes 
of newspaper files, many pictures 
and other material were thrown 
into the "editorial pot." the result- 
ing wild disorder of the office on 
Monday mornings caused the jani- 
tor to nickname the centennial of- 
fice "that hellhole." 


During the six months we have 


been under constant strain while 
"sweating" the "big deadline" we 
have perhaps lost touch with the 
.current day's -headlines, and we 
may forget for awhile that in a 
working newspaperman's life, the 
deadline comes every day. We also 
m'aj' have become so used to pick- 
ing out the most significant news 
items that routine news once again 
will seem to us like a bland diet. 


WESTERN - 
UNION 


SB033 


S.NA699 NL PD* FAX NEIYORK NY 
MRS UABLE S SHAM 


THE DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH DIXON ILL' 


MY HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY IN 


CELEBRATING 
100 YEARS PUBLISHING THE DIXON EVENING 


TELEGRAPH-. MAY IT CONTINUE ANOTHER HUNDRED UNDER THE 


SAME BANNER AND SPREAD TRUE AMERICANISM TO ITS READERS 


AS IN THE PAST WHICH I AM SURE WILL BE DONE UNDER YOUR 


ABLE LEADERSHIP- 


EDDIE RICKENBACKER'* «« 


«!T»»LliH\0 Ittl 


THE ROCK ISLAND ARGUS 


On-the-other hand we feel that 


when we do file our stories, we will 
constantly have posterity in mind, 
and will wyite in such a style that 
an editor 100 years hence will not 
look for a missing bit of informa- 
tion, then scratch his head and 
Jswear long and fervently. 


Century's Sidelights 


Besides the significant news of 


each year, we also have tried to 
present to the reader a glimpse into 
the personalities of these people 
'who took part jn the pageant of a 
century. Scattered throughout the 
edition -are numerous colorful sto- 
ries which indicate that the com- 
munity's residents of yesterday 
were> very much human beings— 
that'they. too. had many things at 
which to laugh and to cry. These 
little sidelights, we believe, will 
tend to give the centennial reader 
a balanced diet of both the signifi- 
cant and the colorful news of a 
century. 


To Centennial Editor Danielson 


goes credit for the fortunate selec- 
tion of Dixon's arch as the cover- 


• UtLlflMIB •» 


TNI J,W, POTTtft CQMMNV 


ROCK ISLAND. ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon. Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


The successful 100th year publication of the Telegraph by the 


Shaw family is a record that has few parallels in the United States. 


That the original holdings have been expanded to include three 


more dailies and one weekly is a tribute to the enterprise of those 
' 


heirs who have carried on the original ideals of Benjamin F. Shaw. 


I congratulate you on this record and wish many more years of 


success to the Telegrajh and its sister publications. The present 
vigorous management gives you every right to expect it. 


The Argus is likewise in its 100th year of publication although 


our anniversary date will be during the month of October. Wishing 
you many more years of success, I am 


Sincerely. 
Ben H. Potter, Co-Publisher 
THE ROCK ISLAND ARGUS 


page symbol for spanning 
the 


i "headlines of a century," with the 
three members of the Shaw, family 
who forged the newspaper's des- 
tinies through the years. 
Editor 


Danielson made the choice after 
hearing many travelers 
identify 


Dixon as "the city with the arch." 


IftSl—Ccnttnnial—I9SI 
FIRST GRAND .JURY 


The grand jury of the first term 


of court in Ogle county in the year 


1837 was composed of the follow- 
ing: A. E. Kurd, L. O. Bryan, Asa 
G. Spaulding, Hugh Moore, Wil- 
liam A. Houser, John Dixon, Sam- 
uel 
Johnson, 
Stephen 
Fellows, 


James Clark, James V. Gale, Wil- 
liam Wamsley, G. H. Wilcoxen, 
Corydin Dewey, Joseph Sawyer, 
E. Worthington, John Gilbraith, 
Brener Jarvis, Miller Dewy, I. Day 
and Ebenezer Seeley. John Dixon 
was appointed foreman. 


State Hospital 
To Have Open 
House Sunday 


An open house at the Dixon 


State hospital will feature the ob- 
servance of "Mental Health Week" 
m Dixon from May 2-8. 


The open house will be Sunday 


from 1 to 4 p.m. The public ii in- 
vited to inspect the grounds, build- 
ings and facilities at that time. 


Three attendants at the state 


hospital will be given awards jjf 
$15, $10 and $5 for outstanding 
performance of their duties. They 
will attend a luncheon at Spring- 
field May 2, at-which time Gover- 
nor Adlai Stevenson will pick the 
three outstanding attendants from 
all mental hospitals in the state. 


Mayor William Slothower and 


Governor Stevenson have issued 
proclamations calling on citizens 
to join in the observance of the 
."Mental Health Week" program^ 


The purpose of "Mental HealW 


Week" is to alert citizens to action 
against the increasing amount of 
mental breakdowns manifest to- 
day, stimulate education of the 
public about mental health and 
build the health and well-being of 
the nation. 


Doctors note that mental illness 


is today classified as "the nation's 
most threatening health problem-." 
Mental disturbances are mamf*^ 
in increased family breakdown aim 
divorce' in alcoholism, narcotic ad- 
diction, juvenile delinquency and 
sex offenses, and in hundreds of 
thousands of patients in mental 
and general hospitals. 


Drs. C. K. Bush and George M. 


De Young of the Lee County Medi- 
cal society point out that some 
forms of mental illness can be 
cured. "Not all of those who are 
mentally ill are hopeless casesJ" 
Dr. Bush stated. 
^ 


I8S1—Ctnttnnial—J9SI 
APPROVE BRIDGE 


By an act of the general assem- 


bly approved Feb. 17, 1851, "James 
H. Hanchete and his associates, 
their heirs and assigns were auth- 
orized to build a bridge across 
Rock river at any point on the plat 
of Oregon that he may select." 
The bridge was built in 1852, on 
piles instead of piers, but 
vrtjf 


swept out by ice in February, 1857. 
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Sale Of Auto Needs 


" 


REGULAR 19.45 SARArT 


PLASTIC COVERS 


1845 
• ^•F c.<fa. 
Sedan 


• Expert Free Inttollattoitl 
• Buy tor vnar, beauty, comfort/ 


Made of nationally famous Sarani 
Can't stain, colors won't fade or run. 
Not even battery acid hurts Soron. 
Trimmtd with contrasting vinyl plastic 
leatherette. Beautiful plaid pattern 
matches any ear interior. Made to fit 
tight, wrinkle-free. See them, com- 
part them at Wards low sale price;, 


" 


VITALIZED MOTOR OIL REG. 1.39 


Premium Grade. There's none finer at 
any price. Why pay up to 40c a 
quart elsewhere? Fights sludge, car- 
bon, acids. Federal Tax incl. 
1.26 


SALE; HANDY AUTO ASH TRAY 


You can place it where you need It. 
RE<- 
2«e 


Fastens to upholstery, door mouldings, 
dash or windows. Your choice of many 
bright colors. Buy if today. 


REGULAR 1.29 EXHAUST EXTENSION 


Finished in gleaming chrome plate. 
Installs easily on ony foi, pipet 
Protect* your ear from corrosive gai 
fume* New low sale priced. 
ui 


I 


SAVE ON GUARANTEED REIUILTSI 


Rebuilt like a new motoi... guar- 
anteed like a new motor. All worn 
parti junked... others reflnished. 
for ell popular mokesl 


I 
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Senate Inquiry 
ToBeLessThan 
Wide Open-But 


Mac-Truman Battle 
* Details Have Way of 


'Leaking* to Public 


> 
By JAMES MARLOW 


WASHINGTON, (AP) — From 


now on the Truman-MacArthur 
dispute will be a little less than 
wide open. 
The senate inquiry 


into the case, starting Thursday, 


tf[ will be held behind closed doors. 


The two big senate committees 


conducting this inquiry, armed 
services and foreign relations^ will 
call the chief characters in the 
drama' behind those doors to state 
their case. 


They will include Gen. MacAr- 


thur, Secretary of Defense Mar- 
shall, Secretary of State Acheson, 


4| the joint chiefs of staff and their 


chairman, Gen. Omar N. Bradley, 
and anyone else the committee 
wants to hear. 


* * * 


AFTER EACH hearing most of 


what was said m private will be 
made public in question and an- 
swer form. But some of the ques- 
tions and answers will be scratch- 
ed out of the copies made public. 


m The omitted parts will, in the 
"Wopinion of the senators, involve 


national security. 


* * * 


IN THE GIVE-AND-TAKE of 


public hearings information of the 
most secret 
nature 
might be 


blurted out, perhaps providing the 
Russians with 
more knowledge 


than they could have obtained 
from a battalion of spies in 10 
years. 


',m At least that might happen. 


Yesterday the senators on the 
two committees had to decide be- 
tween public and private hearings. 
A majority of them voted for the 
closed-door variety. 


* • • 
' 
WHETHER 
THIS PROCED- 


URE—of telling the public less 
than everything—will satisfy the 
public that it has learned the 
whole story remains to be seen. 


ABut certainly this method also 


makes possible 
very 
damaging 


"leaks." 


Leaks are not new in this city 


where so many 
people 
have 


notoriously been unable to keep 
their mouths shut. 
And since 


some testimony will be withheld, a 
"leak" can distort the importance 
of what has been withheld. 


* * * 


FURTHER, NOT all leaks come 


-^out on the day when an event 


occurred or a word was spoken. 
What is said 
today might be 


leaked next month or six months 
from now, preceded by waves of 
rumors on what was really said. 


In short, less than fully open 


hearings may in the end create 
more unrest than the inquiry was 
intended to cure. But the senators 
had to make a choice, keeping na- 
tional security in mind, and they 


< £ made it. 
^ 
• » » 


IT WAS ONLY a little more 


than a month ago that private 
testimony by another distinguished 
military man, Gen. Eisenhower," 
was leaked here in Washington. 
He talked privately to the same 
two senate committees. 


T.hat was on Feb. 1, after he 


had returned from a quick survey 
of Europe's military needs and 


4f made a public report to 
both 


houses of congress, sitting in the 
congressional library. 
He then 


talked to the committees. 


* * * 


ON MARCH 10 the leak came 


on some of what he had said be- 
hind closed doors to the senators. 
For instance, he said use of the 
atomic bomb against the Russians 
would depend on whether its mili- 
tary value outweighed its moral 


€1 disadvantages. 


Also, the leak said, he thought 


12 American divisions, with suf- 
ficient air and sea support, could 
hold the Breton 
peninsula of 


France 
against 
any 
Russian 


attack. 
The Russians probably 


appreciated the information. 


JBSl—Ctnttnnlal— /Ml—— 


Otto J. Rettke 


*Dies Suddenly 


Otto J. Rettke died suddenly 


about 10 a. m. Monday at his 
home, Rt. 4, Dixon. He was born 
in Germany and came to this 
country as a child. 


A coroner's jury yesterday found 


Rettke died of coronary throm- 
bosis. H*1 was found between the 
barn on his farm and a manure 


, ^spreader where he had been work 


ing by Mrs. Mary Wcrnlck, who 
lived on the farm. 


Survivors 
include 
his 
wife 


Caroline, one sister. Miss Anna 
Rettke,. Dixon, 
one 
brother 


Herman, Dixon, one step-daughter 
Mrs. Dolores Dunphy, Dixon, am 
several nieces and nephews. 


Funeral services will be held at 


2 p. m. Wednesday. Burial wil 
b* ia Oakwood cemetery. _____ 


Crime Report Hits at O'Dwyer, Costello 


Reds Preparing for New Assault 


Lower Level of 
Two Rivers for 
Expected Push 


Communists Shift 
Attention From 
Seoul to Center 


TOKYO — (APJ-^-Commu- 


nist troops preparing for a 
new attack in Central Korea 
today cut off the water sup- 
ply for rivers blocking their 
nvasion route. 


The Han river dropped so 


sharply that United Nations 
engineers had to adjust pon- 
toon bridges three times 
Tuesday. 


An Allied spokesman said 


the Chinese closed the sluice 
jates to the Hwachon dam in 
an effort to dry up the Puk- 
han and Han rivers. That 
would make it easier for Red 
assault forces to cross. 


Censors prevented corre- 


spondents from saying how 
much the river had fallen. 


Simultaneously the Reds 


shifted their forces to the 
central front after massed 
Allied artillery, naval guns 
and record swarms of planes 
disrupted their plans for a 
May day assault on Seoul. 


AP Correspondent 
Nate 


Polowetzky described the 
juildup of Red forces along 
the Chunchon-Hongchon in- 
vasion route as ominous. 


And Allied planes mounted "The 


greatest air effort of the Korean 
war." 


Far Eastern air forces reported 


1,277 sorties, a new air 
record, 


'smashed a determined large scale 
Communist supply build up." 


Red jets made a brief challenge 


of Allied war supremacy Tuesday. 
One was probably shot down and 
four were damaged. 


U. S. Jets Untouched 


The battle was fought 
over 


northwestern Korea between 25 
Russian made MIG-ISs and 25 
American F-86 sabre jets. The 
battle started at 40,000 feet and 
swirled down to 2,000 feet where 
the Reds broke off and streaked 
back across the Yalu river 
to 


Manchuria. 


Victorious American pilots said 


one Red jet was seen plummeting 
toward the earth at 2.000 feet. 
Four others were hit. U. S. jets 
were untouched. 


Allies lost two fighter planes 


Monday to ground fire. 


Red ground forces had brought 


tanks and artillery down from 
the north to bulwark their planned 
May Day attack on Seoul. Seven 
tanks were hit. 


Casualties Near 75,000 


The nine-day toll of Reds mount- 


ed toward 75,000 casualties. 


Behind the smoke screen of 


smudge pots the Chinese appeared 
to be shifting their main force for 
a new stab over familiar battle' 
grounds. 
With the shift their 


next blow might fall around Hong- 
chon in the center of the peninsula. 


What Lt. Gen. James A. Van 


Fleet, U. S. 8th Army commander, 
will do about stopping them there 
was not mentioned. He said he 
would stop them north of the Han 
and keep them out of Seoul. And 
he did. 


Await Red Plane* 


A message from Rear Adm 


Lyman A. Thackrey's 
flagship 


Eldorado said the Reds 
might 


strike soon with the 3,000 planes 
they are reported to have available 
The message said antiaircraft guns 
of American, British and Korean 
warships lying off Inchon, Seoul's 
port, were ready for them. 


Fn-om the central front, AP Cor- 


respondent George McArthur said 
the Reds were'hungry, ragged, am 
short on supplies. 


. — /««/—C«nt«nnM— 19SI 
Check Two Ogle 
County Breaking 


Two implement companies 
in 


Okie county were broken into by 
burglars Sunday and total of $551 
in money and goodi was taken. 


Auto accessories, cigare,t and 


cash valued at $500 were taken 
at the International Harvester 
company at the edge of Rochelle. 
Fifty dollar*.in small change and 
small tooli was stolen at the At 
klnaon implement shop in Mon 
roe Center. 


Tire marks were found by Sher 


Iff James White who investigated 
the breakins. 


Cheer Mrs. Mac 
In Visit to the 
Old Home Town 


NEW 
YORK, 
(AP) — Gen. 


Douglas MacArthur today mar- 
shalled the testimony he will give 
senators in defense of his foreign 
policy views—opinions that led to 
lis ouster. 


MacArthur announced no plans 


'or today, and was expected to re- 
main in his Waldorf-Astoria hotel 
suite pondering the strategy he 
will follow as the first witness in 


joint investigation by the U. S. 


senate armed services and foreign 
relations committees. 


The hearings open in Washing- 


;on Thursday. 


The general and his family re- 


turned here late last night after 
a flying visit to Mrs. MacArthur's 
hometown, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


A loud and lusty welcome greet- 


ed the MacArthurs and their 13- 
year-old son, Arthur, during their 
lalf-day stay in Tennessee. 


But the main plaudits went to 


Mrs. MacArthur, who left Mur- 
roesboro as Jean Faircloth and 
had not returned since before her 
marriage to the general 14 years 
ago yesterday. 


A county fair atmosphere filled 


rlurfreesboro, where an estimated 
15,000 visitors swelled crowds to 
50,000. Confederate and American 
flags and bunting drapped build- 
ngs in the town, scene of an im- 
portant Civil War battle. 
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Says Churches 
Should Drive 
On Gamblers 
'The Boys Can't 
Stand Heat,' Says 
Illinois Official 
SPRINGFIELD, (AP)—An Illi- 


nois assistant attorney 
general 


says churchmen who really want 
_o can drive gamblers from their 
communities. 


Baird V. Helfrich, who accom- 


panied state police on recent anti- 
gambling raids, suggested that 
Lhey get busy and do it. 


Helfrich spoke yesterday to the 


narcotics, gambling and alcohol 
work group of the Illinois church- 
men's legislative 
seminar. 


He proposed formation of church 


social action committees to com- 
bat gambling and criminals on the 
state and local levels. 


The group approved Helfrich's 


draft of a resolution to put the 
program m motion, and decided 
to present it at the May 17 meet- 
ing of the Illinois Church Council's 
board of directors'. 


Helfrich said "two men and a 


newspaper" can rout commercial 
gamblers from any city or town. 


"The boys can't stand the heat 


of, publicity—the heat of ordinary 
sunlight," he said. 


"Gamblers are organized, in a 


way, like the Communist party," 
he added. 
"A militant, 
small 


minority knowing the score can 
outmaneuver any majority that 
doesn't know it." 
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Dixonite Admits 
Robbing Ty Club; 
Brought From West 


Klyne Charles Flynn, 24, Dixon 


has signed a voluntary confession 
stating that he broke into the Ty 
Club March 28 and escaped with 
$50, according to Sheriff Charles 
H. Redebaugh. 


The sheriff returned yesterday 


with Flynn from 
Astoria, 
Ore. 


where Flynn was picked up for vi- 
olation of probation. He left the 
state without permission of the 
court. Flynn is on probation for 
the burglary of the Snack shop'in 
March, 1947. 


Redebaugh added that 
Flynn 


has been sentenced, to Vandalia 
three times on contempt of court 
for parole violation on the same 
case. 
Oregon 
officers 
picked 


Flynn tip on a warrant issued by 
Lee county. 


In his statement 
the 
youth 


claims he was thp only party in 
volved in the Ty Club breakln. No 
date for a probation hearing has 
been set. 
He is being held in 


the county jail. 


—IMI—Cmrmitfof— 1911— 
TO HONOR LATE BUDDY 
American Legion members arc 


asked to meet at the Legion h«l 
at 9 a, m. Wednesday for the 
funeral of Charlei Edoua, 


Commissioner Lindquist 'Lays 
Down Law9 to Firemen, Cops; 
Asks for 'Honest Day's Work' 


Public Health and Safety Commissioner George Lindquist laid down 


the law to Dixon firemen and policemen last night. The main themes 
of his'discussion were: "Let's all pull together, cut out back-biting and 
give an honest day's work for an honest day's pay." 


The most severe lecture was administered to policemen meeting in 


the city council chambers. He accused officers of falling to cooperate 
with one another and plotting against each other and the chief. 


Lindquist said he would be the first to present an endorsement for 


pay increases if policemen show they are entitled to a pay boost. He 
pointed out that many complaints' 


Says Ex-Mayor of NewYorkDid 
Not Take Action Against Crime; 
Even 'Impeded' Investigations 


WASHINGTON—(AP)—Senate crime investigators to- 


day accused Ambassador William O'Dwyer of contributing to 
the growth of organized crime in New York City, where they 
said underworld Kingpin Frank Costello is a power in Demo- 
cratic politics. 


O'Dwyer was New York's mayor from 1946 until last fall 


when President Truman appointed him ambassador to Mexico. 
From 1940 to 1942 O'Dwyer was district attorney of Kings 
county (Brooklyn). 


Referring to O'Dwyer's tenure both as mayor and dis- 
rict attorney, the crime committee had this to say in a 
engthy and hard-hitting report on its year-long probe of 
:angsterism: 


"Neither he nor his appointees took any effective action 


against the top echelons of the gambling, narcotics, water- 
ront. murder or bpokmaking rackets. In fact, his actions 
mpeded promising investigations of such rackets." 


The crime probers, headed by 


MRS. MAC RETURNS HOME—Mrs. Jean MacArthur gives a big smile to her many friends as she 
travels in motorcade through the streets of her home town, Murfreesboro. Tenn. • Arthr and General 
MacArthur also waved to enthusiastic crowd that welcomed Mrs. MacArthur home after a fourteen- 
year absence. 


about the police department have 
been received. These include re- 
marks that officers park the squad 
car and take a nap, that an offi- 
cer seldom is seen on the streets 
except when checking meters, and 
that officers are not respected by 
Dixon citnzens. 


Favors Retirement Act 


Lindquist pointed out strongly 


that he favors the Police and Fire- 
men's Retirement act and that 
city employes when they have 20 
year'* service should resign and 
take their pensions. "I don't see 
any reason for having the retire- 
ment act if you don't take advan- 
tage of it," he said. 


"Dixon can have the best little 


police force in Illinois," the com- 
missioner stated. Mayor William 
V. \Slothower and City Attorney 
Gerald Jones also were present. 
.Both expressed utmost confidence 
in Lindquist as public health and 
safety 
commissioner. 
Lindquist 


concluded by saying, "I Have com- 
plete confidence in Frank," (Tyne, 
Lindquist's choice to succeed Chief 
Harry Fischer who is resigning.) 
"I intend to make haste slowly," 
he added, "and I want you to know 
that as long as I am public health 
and safety commissioner, I'm the 
boss." No New Fire Chief 


The firemen assembled in the 


council chambers as soon as the 
police officers had been dismissed. 


Lindquist repeated to them much 
of what he had said to the police 


He said, however, he had made 


no decision on appointment of a 
chief. Chief Jake Johnson is ehgi 
bje for retirement but had not yet 
taken advantage of the retirement 
plan. 


Lindquist said he wanted 
to 


abolish the job of building inspec- 
tor because Dixon does not have 
a building code, and therefore, the 
Job does not exist. He also wants 
to eliminate the assistant chief's 
job and appoint a fire captain for 
each shift. 


Lindquist complained that fire- 


men have fallen down on their 
job of keeping the city hall in 
repair. As with the police, Lind- 
quist stated h« would be the first 
to advocate 
pay increases for 


"value received." 
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Ugh! It's Here 
o 
UTICA, (AP)—Spring is here 


as far as Starved Rock state park 
is concerned. 
Frank Hart, the 78 year old 


Seneca Indian who presides at the 
Wishing Well, Has returned from 
his annual winter jaunt to Florida 


Hart is known to thousands 01 


park visitors. He stands at the 
Wishing Well near Starved Rock 
and makes beaded rings. He has 
been at the park since 1912. 


Ohio Congressman Convicted of 
Taking Illegal Campaign Funds 


WASHINGTON-(AP)-Republican Rep. Walter E. Brehm of 


Ohio, a five-term member of congress, was convicted last night of re- 
ceiving $1.000 in unlawful political contributions. 


Arter deliberating four hours and 18 minu es a federal court jury 


of 10 men and two women found the 58-year-old Ohloan.guiltyon five 
counts, involving as many as $200 contributions from Mrs. Emma S. 
Craven while she worked for him m 1948. 


The maximum sentence that 


could be imposed is 15 years in 
prison and a $25.000 fine. But 
maximum- penalties seldom are im- 
posed in convictions on several 
counts. 


Accepted "Gift*" 


Brehm was, convicted of break- 


ing a law that forbids congress- 
men to accept political gifts from 
persons on the federal payroll. 


Brehm's lawyer, Leo A. Rover, 


told reporters he will ask for a new 
trial. Failing that, he said, he will 
appeal the case to higher courts. 


The tall, heavy-set congressman 


was pale, but showed no emotion 
when Jury Foreman B. Richard 
Brcslar, a restaurant operator, an- 
nounced the verdict in an almost- 
empty courtroom. Brehm stood 
facing tht Jury, both hand* jam* 


med deep in the pockets of his 
doublebreasted suit coat. 


Acquitted on One Count 


The jury acquitted Brehm on 


one count which alleged he received 
a $140 campaign contribution in 
early 1948 from Mrs. Clara Sollday, 
a 74-year-old widow who worked 
for him for three years until Jan- 
uary of that year. 


Judge Matthews did not An- 


nounce when Brchro will be sen- 
tenced. In most cases, sentence is 
not imposed until the motion for 
a new trial is ruled on. 


He permitted Brehm to remain 


free in th« $1,000 bond he posted 
after hi» Indictment in December. 


Although convicted of a federal 


offense, Brehm does not auto- 
matically lose hla scat in congress 
from Ohio's llth district. Only the 
house lUelf can oust one of 
membtn. 


Council Will 
Name Police 
Chief Tonight 


A new police chief will be ap- 


pointed by the Dixon city council 
Lonight • to 
succeed 
Harry 
J. 


Fischer who has led the depart- 
ment for nearly five years. 


Fischer, 62, is retinng after 20 


yeam service with the force. It 
is expected that the council will 
accept his resignation at the 
meeting tonight and approve an 
appointment by Public Health and 
Safety Commissioner George Lind- 
quist. Frank Tyne, present assist- 
ant police chief, has been named 
as successor for Fischer, 


Fischer joined the force April 


27, 1931, as a patrolman and 
served in that 
capacity 
until 


September, 1946. 
On Sept. 27, 


1946, Police Chief Gilbert Glessner 
resigned and Fischer was appoint- 
ed in his place. 
He took office 


Oct. 1, 1946. 


The chief will retire under the 


police retirement act. 


ISSi—Ctnt»nnlal—l»SI 


Okay Funds for 
Dixon Hospital 
Heating System 


The Illinois house yesterday 


appropriated $103,000 for heating 
system improvement at the Dixon 
State hospital. 


Other appropriations approved 


include $145,000 for completing a 
physical 
therapy 
building 
at 


Manteno State hospital and $400, 
000 to reimburse the University of 
Illinois for expenses of the Illinois 
Neurophyschiatric institute, Chi- 
cago. 


A bill to place a speed limit of 


60 miles an hour during the day 
and 50 miles an hour at night was 
defeated. 


Other measures approved by the 


house were: Cutting pay of airport 
commissioners to $15 a meeting; 
allowing school districts to set up 
nursery schools if voters approve: 
allowing school boards to finance 
bus purchases over a three year 
period; removing the statute of 
limitation 
on 
prosecution 
for 


treason. 


Bills passed by the senate were: 


Requiring trucks and trailers to 
have splashguards; regulating the 
practice of optometery; requiring 
future barbers to have at least 
two years of high school; per- 
mitting the welfare department to 
transfer 
patients 
among 
the 


mentally ill and mentally deficient 
institutions; authorizing 'county 
boards to 
furnish 
ground for 


dumping garbage; making it un- 
lawful to hunt wild game from 
airplanes. 


Itft—C«nUnni«l—1911 


Pair Fined in - 
Ogle Country 
For Adultery 


.A father of three children anc 


a Dixon woman were fined a total 
of $300 and costs on an adultery 
charge in Oregon Monday. 


Lionel Cochran, 3«, Oregon, was 


fined 9200 and costs and Ethel 
Handley, 34, of 303 West Firat st 
Dixon, wan fined 1100 and cost* by 
County Judge Helen Rutkowski 


The pair was arrested at an 


Oregon hotel toy Sheriff 
James 


Whit*. 


Senator Kefauver (D-Tenn), also 
said O'Dwyer had named to high 
public office friends of Costello 
and Joe Adonis, another big-time 
racketeer and gambler. 


After a lengthy detailing of Cos- 


tello's alleged political manipula- 
tions, the senate committee sum- 
med up in these words: 


Coetello Still Power 


"It is apparent to the commit- 


:ee that despite Costello's protes- 
tations, his sinister influence is 
still strong in the councils of the 
Democratic party organization o£ 
New York county." 


The senators devoted about 35 


pages of the 195-page report to 
Lhelr New York City investigation, 
where O'Dwyer and Costello were 
the major witnesses at hearings 
viewed on television by upwards of 
20,000,000 perconi. 


The report also asked congress 


for a batch of laws aimed at throt- 
tling the nation's big crime and 
gambling syndicates by cutting the 
profits out from under them. 


"Gambling pi of its are the prin- 


cipal support of big-time racke 
leering and gangsterism," the sen- 
ator aaid. 


Recommend Lawn 


They recommended legislation to 


outlaw transmission across state 
linen of information for illegal 
gambling, to prohibit illegal gam- 
bling losses or expenses from being 
deducted for income tax purposes, 
to deny u«« of the mails or other 
interstate communications to make 
or pay off bets, to ban the inter' 
state transmission of punchboards, 
roulette wheels and other gaming 
devices, to require gambling ca- 
sinos to keep detailed records of 
money won and lost, tougher tax 
laws and penalties to trip up gang- 
sters. 


Local Re«ponilbllltl.v 


The senators said that the pri- 


mary responsibility for cleaning 
up the underworld rests with state 
and local officials. 


Other proposals asked utiffer 


penalties for dope peddling, tight- 
ening of immigration laws to rid 
the country of undesirable aliens 
measures to eliminate racketeers 
from the liquor and transportation 
industries and bigger staffs for 
federal law enforcement agencies, 
especially the narcotics bureau. 


The committee also recommend- 


ed creation of a federal crime com- 
mission, with Senator Wiley (R- 
Wis) dissenting. He saicl he feared 
it might lead to creation of a na- 
tional police force. The committee 
said this was the only part of the 
report on which the five members 
were not unanimous. 


Local Level 


A number of suggestions also 


were advanced for action hy state 
and local governments to break up 
underworld operations. Although 
the committee said the federal 
government can help, It stressed 
that crime "must be attacked pri- 
marily at the local level." 


The committee said "the most 


shocking revelations" of its' na- 
tion-wide probe, authorized by the 
senate almost exactly a year ago, 
were "the extent of official corrup- 
tion and connivance in facilitating 
and promoting Organized crime." 


The senators said they found this 


corruption and connivance at all 
levels of government—f e d e r a 1, 
state and local. 


One of their major conclusions 


was this: 


"Quad-Immunity" 


"Despite known arrests records 


and well-documented criminal rep- 
utations, the leading hoodlums in 
the country remain, for the most 
part, immune from prosecution 
and punishment, although under- 
liogs of their gangs may on occa> 
sion be prosecuted and punish*!. 


"This qunsl-immumty of top 


level mobsters can be ascribed to 
what Is popularly known as (the 
•fix'." 


The senators found interstate 


criminal gangs to be "firmly en 
trenched" In the nation's large 
cities. An it had In an earlier re 
port, It named the two major 
crtnw syndicate* M UM Accardo- 


Guzik-Fischettl mob in Chicago 
and the 
Co.itello-Adonis-Lansky 


jutfit based on New York. 


Besides reporting its 
general 


conclusions from the evidence un- 
covered and urging specific leg- 
slatlon to strike at interstate 
crime, the 
commltte 
recounted 


what it found in 14 cities that 
came under its scrutiny. 


AbuHe Parole 


The committee asaslicd as "a 


shocking abuse of parole powers" 
the federal parole board's release 
of three Capone gangsters after 
they had nerved minimum terms 
or a $1,000,000 extortion 
plot 


against the motion picture indus- 
try. 


The trio, Paul (the Waiter) Rlc- 


ca, also known as Dclucia; Louis 
(Little New York) Campagna, and 
Charles (Cherry Nose) Gloe, were 
convicted in 1943 along with some 
other Chicago mobsters. 


The committee termed "simply 


not credible" testimony given by 
Democratic Gov. Forrest Smith of 
Missouri about conversations he 
had with Charles Binaggio, slain 
Kansas City gambler and political 
leader. 


Before he was shot down in 


April 1950, the committee said, 
Binaggio was generally conceded 
to be a central figure in Kansas 
City gambling circles and also 
able to control "an important seg- 
ment" of the city's Democratic 
vote. 


Did Not Commit Self 


The committee said that 
al- 


thougth Binaggio supported Smith 
In the 1948 governor's race and 
hoped to "open up" Kansas City, 
there was "no substantial 
evi- 


dence" that Smith made any com- 
mitment to Binaggio or that Bi- 
naggio succeeding in opening up 
the city. 


The committee said that Harry 


Bennett, a former high official of 
the Ford Motor Company, had 
"employed virtually a private ar- 
my recruted from <»x-convicts and 
criminals to engage 
in battles 


against labor and in other anti- 
social activities." 


Another conclusion of the com- 


mittee was that "rapid transmis- 
sion of racing 
Information and 


gambling information about other 
sporting events is indispensable to 
big-time bookmaking operations." 


Thp committee said this service 


now is being provided by "a mon- 
opoly operated by the Continen- 
tal Press Service" and added that 
Continental, "at critical times and 
in crucial places where monopoly 
of bookmaking is a stake, yields 
to the domination and control of 
the Accardo-Guzlk-Fischettl crime 
syndicate." 


"The backbone of the wire serv- 


ice which provides gambling in- 
formalon to the bookmakers," the 
committee said. "Is the 
leased 


wires of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company." 


nn!tl — ItSl - 


Plan Dance 


The Catholic Youth of Dixon 


will hold a dance from 9 p. m. to 
midnight Friday 
Catholic church. 


at St. Anne'i 


— Weather 
- 


Partly cloudy, with scattered 


thundershowers late today or 
tonight; high, 84, except lower 
near lake; 
low tonight, 60; 


south to southeast winds 15 to 
20 m.p.h. Tomorrow continued 
warm, with local thunder- 
showers. 


Temperature Wind 


M 
S 
S 


76 


70 


S 
S 


Noon (Monday) 
4 p. m 
8 p. m 
Midnight 
4 a, m. (Tu««t»y) 
S f t . m 
10a.m 
............. 
1» 


Precipitation — 02 inch. 
Rock River. Stage— .9 


above normal. 


River 
Flow— 11,402 


feet a second. 


Sunrise (Wednesday) &M 


a. m.; Sunset, «:54 p. m. 


feet 


cubic 
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COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
The DixomEvcning Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
My dear Mrs. Shaw: 


First let me extend my good wishes and to express abiding 


pleasure over the fellowship I enjoyed in Dixon during the campaign 
last fall. You and your associates were so gracious and hospitable and 
I shall ever remember this kindness. 


It has come to my attention that on May 1, 1951. the Telegraph 


will publish a monumental centennial edition which I am sure will 
be truly worthy of the great tradition which lies behind the publication 
which you have so successfully directed for more than forty years. It 
must be interesting indeed to reflect upon the long history of the 
Telegraph and the things which transpired in the life of the Republic 
aa it continued over a century to keep the community informed of the 
happenings in the community, state, nation and the world. 


When it was founded. President Filmore was in the White House 


and Abraham Lincoln was a young man seeking to make a place for 
himself in the poliitical life of his community. 


What a recital could be made for the files of your publication. 
There were those stirring days when the life of the Union was 


hanging in the balance and the inspired Lincoln came forth to 
champion the cause of freedom and union. 


No doubt it acquainted its readers with the details of the impeach- 


ment trial of Andrew Johnson and the assassination of Garfield, the 
Hay Market riots in Chicago in the days of Cleveland, and the untimely 
end of President McKinley and all of those stirring issues which were a 
part of those earlier days. 


I fancy it informed its readers of the progress of the Panama 


Canal in the days of Theodore Roosevelt and the headline events when 
millions of young men marched away in the cause of free government 
in the time of Woodrow Wilson. 


Then came the shattering of our physical foundations when bombs 


fell on Pearl Harbor in 1941 and now the uneasy and disquieting 
condition which obtains in Korea. 


What a merited pride must be yours as you think of the growth 


and development of this Republic over the hundred years of life which 
the Telegraph has enjoyed. It is testimony indeed to a community, 
service, the splendid policies and the devotion to high standards of 
journalism which has marked the life of this publication. 


Let me congratulate you and all of your associates on a truly 


notable achievement. 


With warm personal wishes, 
.*•• 


EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN 


THE DAILY GAZETTE 


STERLING AND ROCK FALLS 


STERLING GAZETTE CO. 


STERLING.ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher, 


. The Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
Dixon, 111. 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


I wish to take this opportunity to extend sincere congratulations 


to yourself and members of the staff of The Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
upon the observance of the One Hundredth Anniversary of its 
publication. 


To have served a community 100 years is an outstanding 


achievement for any type of business. It is all the more unusual 
when this achievement has been accomplished by a newspaper, 
especially in view of the exacting conditions Involving the publication 
of newspapers. 


No other business has as many clients or customers as the daily 
newspaper. 


To have served these people, your advertisers and readers, so long 


and so satisfactorily, as has been true of The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
is in itself an endorsement of the highest type. 


It is, therefore, a great privilege as one of your neighbor 


publishers, to extend sincere and hearty congratulations to you, 
Mrs. Shaw, and to the members of your family and entire staff upon 
this occasion, the publication of your 270-Page Centennial Edition. 


Needless to say. The Dixon Evening Telegraph will start its • 


second century of service to the community, with greater interest 
and increased vitality as a result of its many successful accomplish, 
ments of the first One Hundred Years. 
° 


With all good wishes, I am, 


PRESTON F. GRANDON 
Publisher, 
Sterling Daily Gazette. 


THE JOURNAL-STANDARD 


FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, 
Dixon Telegraph, 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Just two weeks from today, you will be celebrating vour centennial 
and issuing your snecial edition which T unri«r.t<.«,i ,•„«•!. i 
-_.:.i:' .. 


isms 
ments. As for yourself, you can feel proud and happy of your own 
patient efforts and the success with" which they have been crowned 


• 
My greetings and best wishes to each and all of you on this 
auspicious day, and to all of your co-workers. 


Cordially, yours 
DONALD L. BREED 
Publisher 
FREEPORT JOURNAL-STANDARD 
Freeport, 111. 


TKe Mendota Reporter 


WCHARO / rJ WM. R. UISW 
Uun t-J ratlin 


702 1UWOIS AVIHUI 
WOKW.», 1», Ml 


! 
MENDOTA. ILLINOIS 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon. 111. 
' 


Mabel S. Shaw, President: '*, \^t 


Congratulations for a tremendous Job, well done 
Db4 


,', Yonrs truly, 


" RICHARD J. LEI8ER. EDITOR 
,The Mendota Reporter 
Mendota, Hlinoia 


A CONTINUOUS STUDY of production problems, improved methods of printing and maintenance of policies are an important 
phase of the B. F. Shaw Printing company operations. Meetings such as the one above can be found frequently at this news- 
paper. 
Mabel S. Shaxv, publisher of the Dixon Evening Telegraph, is pictured conferring with, left to right, A. V. Lund, business 


manager; Robert E. Shaw, general manager; George B. Shaw, editor, and Ben T. Shaw, national advertising director. 
, 


A N E D I T O R I A L 


A Celebration and a Tribute 


' 'This is, of course, a proud and important day 


in the life of The Dixon Evening Telegraph. The 
one hundredth anniversary of a newspaper marks 
a long flight of time, a great deal of hard work by 
a large number of people, dark as well as bright 
spots, bad times mixed in with the good, but, after 
all, quite an impressive accomplishment. 


That is why we are celebrating the occasion 


with this great Centennial Edition. 


• 
* • 


We are honoring those pioneers who had the 


courage, stamina and temerity to blaze the way in 
the days when this newspaper was young, when 
it was such a poor risk and such a business hazard, 
and when its rewards were really little more than 
the satisfaction of fighting a good cause and giv- 
ing a service to a striving new community. 


« 
* 
* 


We are not unmindful of the debt of gratitude 


this newspaper owes to its friends and supporters 
in the Dixon area. The Telegraph, which in its 
earlier years had to struggle for its very existence, 
was finally established as a sound business and 
this satisfactory situation was not due only to the 
vigorous labor and good judgment of its founders, 
but in a great measure to the loyal support and 
patronage given to this institution by the many 
thousands of subscribers who have been our read- 
ers over all this century. 
* 
* 
* 


To this army of faithful friends who, over the 


past hundred years have given this newspaper gen- 
erous support. The Evening Telegraph is deeply 
indebted for its continued success and constant 
growth and development. 


Back over the years there were many times 


when competition sought to divide the support in 
this newspaper field, but always the great major- 
ity of the people put their faith and trust in The 
Telegraph and this newspaper survived where 
others failed. This has resulted in better news- 


paper service for Dixon and surrounding area be- 
cause a field this size will not support more than 
one good newspaper.* 
* 
* 


Another group that deserves all credit and 


praise are the many employes who, during the past 
century, have worked with and contributed to the 
success of The Telegraph. So many capable and 
loyal friends have worked here and left their 
stamp on the character of the newspaper and made 
its present position possible. 


And a word for the present staff of workers 


all through the plant. This edition is a great trib- 
ute to the creative ability and the strenuous efforts 
of the entire force. For many months they have 
been giving whole-hearted support to the project 
and for the past weeks they have been working 
nearly around the clock to accomplish what has 
seemed an almost impossible task for a plant with 
limited facilities and personnel. To all of them we 
give our heartfelt gratitude. 


* 
* 
* 


The editor would like to take this opportunity 


to say, in behalf of himself and his brothers and 
at the risk of incurring the displeasure of our 
mother, Mabel S. Shaw, that, more than anything 
else, we desire this great Centennial Edition to be 
a tribute to Mabel Shaw, an entirely and completely 
wonderful, remarkable and admirable woman.-' 
* 
* 
* 


Mrs. Shaw, is modest and will be embarrassed 


when she reads this but it must be said that only a 
strong, wise and resolute personality could have 
started with as little as she had to start with and. 
made such a marked success of her life and her 
business. It took a long lifetime of great effort 
and self-denial and honorable striving for success. 
We believe that everyone who knows her gives her 
great honor and love for her wonderful character. 
We know that we do. 


THE EDITOR 


10* »OUTM rRANKUIN STIttCT 


POLO. ILLINOIS 


Ars. Mabel Shaw, Publisher 
3ixon Evening Telegraph 
)ixon. Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Congratulations upon the Telegraph's completion of its First 


Hundred Years of service to Dixon and the community. It is indeed 
a pleasure to one engaged in the newspaper business to follow step by 
tep the Telegraph's leadership not only in promoting projects vital to 
he civic and cultural life of the community but even more, to sec it 
champion causes and actions in the defense of the rights of the 
>eoplc. It is such newspapers as the Telegraph, that enjoy larger 
spheres of influence, the people must look to for the reservation of 
hose principles and rights upon which our Republic was founded.- 


Again, Mrs. Shaw, please accept my sincere congratulations 


extended with the hope that the Telegraph may continue to stand, as 
t has stood in the past, on the side of Truth, Freedom and Justice, the 
enets of honest and fearless journalism. 


With kind personal regards, 


Yours sincerely. 
GIFFORD C. TERRY 
Editor & Publisher 


B U R E A U C O U N T Y 
R E P U B L I C A N 


Jltt I/alien} JLarj»l Coul/'y Wtil>'y 


P R I N C E T O N , I L L . • F O U N D E D 1147 • T E L E P H O N E 500 


Mrs. Eustace E. Shaw 
c/o Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, 111. 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


May I offer you two-fold congratulations on this memorable 
occasion. 


Congratulations to you and your staff upon the publishing of your 


Centennial Issue, a. milestone in Illinois Journalism. 


Congratulations to you upon your completion of 42 years of dlstin- 


ruLshed service to the journalistic profession. We of the newspaper 
field salute you, your sons, and your grandchildren for the wonderful 
example you arc giving all of us. 


Very truly yours, 
MRS. JOHN W. BAILEY 
Publisher 


THE DAILY REGISTER-MAIL 


MEMBER A. B. c • BUSINESS DEPARTMENT • ESTABISHED ISTO 


Mrs. Mabel S, Shaw, Publisher 
Evening Telegraph 
, 


Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Please accept congratulations from The Daily Register-Mail, 


Galesburg, 111,, and all members of its staff, on'the publication of your 
centennial issue. Our best wishes are extended, for your continued 
prosperity as the Telegraph starts on its second century. 


Sincerely, 
THE DAILY REGISTER-MAIL 
M. H. Eddy 
Managing Editor 


f . C WtUON. PvtlKMl* 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
*• 


and the Entire Staff of 
' 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois. 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Congratulations on The Telegraph's 100th anniversary of service 


to Dixon and surrounding territory. 


A century of newspaper service is a long time to sum up in on* 


meager sentence, but we know in our small way the hours of hard 
work — from editing right on down to the printed sheet — that it has 
taken for your newspaper to achieve this enviable record. 


We wish to add our congratulations on this .your memorable 


milestone, and we extend our sincere best wishes to the entire staff. 


The Staff of 
THE WALNUT LEADER 


LINDSAY-SCHAUB NEWSPAPERS 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE: HERALD AND REVIEW BUILDING 


DECATUR. ILLINOIS! 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
' 


Congratulations upon the 100th birthday of the Evening Telegraph. 
Its history is the history of the Shaw family. Its growth in 


accomplishments and prestige must be a great satisfaction to you 
since it has been under your personal direction for 42 years. 


You and your family have earned the respect and affection of all 


of us who are in the publishing field. 


We at the Herald and Review add to our congratulations the hope 


that the Telegraph and the Shaw family will move on to even greater 
achievements in the years to come. 


Sincerely yours 
EDWARD LINDSAY 
Editor 


CHICAGO DAIX.Y STEWS 


DAILY NEWS PLAZA, CHICAGO 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher, 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
Dixon. Illinois. 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


During the last one hundred years many newspapers were founded. 


Relatively few have survived. That the Dixon Evening Telegraph is 
observing: its centennial is a tribute to its founder and to those who 
have succeeded him in the newspaper's management. 


It must be a great source of satisfaction to you that your own 


forty-two years as publisher of the Telegraph should coincide with the 
paper's centennial. My hearty congratulations to the Evening 
Telegraph, yourself and those associated with you in its production. 


Sincerely, 
JOHN S. KNIGHT 
Editor and Publisher. 
Chicago Daily News 


Noted Analyst 
Salutes Us on 
Our Birthday; 
It's /Journalistic 
Triumph* Says AP 
Foreign Expert 


The noted Associated -Press -foreign, affairs analyst, DeWitt 


Mackenzie, has devoted his daily column to The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph's Centennial evont This column is. being distributed to 
approximately 2,800 Associated Press affiliates in the United States 
and in many foreign countries. The Telegraph is indeed grateful 
for this fine tribute from a distinguished American journalist. 


By DEWITX MacKENZIE 
" « " * S 


AP Foreign Affairs Analyst 


Our column today turns aside from foreign affairs' 


to record, a notable event in America's newspaper world 
— the 100th anniversary of The Dixon Evening Tele- 1> 
graph. 
•• 
- 
.;.,- 


The fact that this veteran worker for the Fourth 
Estate has arrived at its centennial is in itself proof of 
duty well and truly, done. No newspaper could have-sjiir- 
vived the vicissitudes of the past century if it hadn't 
rendered outstanding service to its public. 


Those five score years encompass the most vital 


velppments of our history subsequent to the Revolution. 
Daily the Telegraph had to appraise and record the de- 
tails of this mighty and unprecedented, surge of national 
progress. It was a task to test the mettle of any 
newspaper. 
- 
- 
' • 
- ' * 


* 
* 
* 
-iW 


The Telegraph was nine years old when Abraham 


Lincoln, speaking at the Republican State convention, 
Springfield, 111., made his prophetic declaration: 


"I believe this government cannot endure perma- 


nently half slave and half free." 


* 
* 
* 
Then came the Civil War to solve the tragic problem 
that Lincoln had posed. That period of bloody contro- 
versy was one to try the stamina of any newspaper, and 
especially a new-comer. 


* 
* 
• 


But the Telegraph held its public — and then on 


through the historic years which have seen America de- 
velop into the paramount nation of the world. That is 
a journalistic triumph which speaks for itself. It means 
objective editorial guidance during an era of stress. 


* 
• 
• 


This column is happy to pay its tribute to such a rec- 


ord. 
There is, to my mind, no greater service that can 


be rendered the public than to help keep it informed of 
developments at home and abroad. 


* 
* 
» 


Upon such information depends not only our cul- 


tural and economic development but our very security in 
a world which hasn't yet learned the lesson of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 
* 
* 
* 


As one who has traveled in many foreign lands, and 


studied their peoples, I subscribe to the belief that the 
positions of all nations in the line of progress are deter- 
mined in large degree by the extent of their knowledge of 
affairs both at home and abroad. The Fourth Estate is 
indeed a potent factor in the progress of mankind. 


* 
* 
• 


The Telegraph, looking back over the years which take 


it into America's pioneering period, can testify that pres- 
ent news facilities make relatively easy what was 
achieved the hard way in the "good old days." News 
from distant points moved slowly a hundred years ago, 
rendering it more difficult to keep up to date and make 
accurate appraisal of situations. 


* 
• 
• 


Still, while the tempo has changed, the task of pub- 


lic service remains the same. That The Telegraph has 
been so successful in meeting the changing problems of 
two eras is a matter for hearty congratulation. 


And so this column salutes a valiant worker of the 


Fourth Estate, and extends best wishes for continued 
success. 


The DeKalb 


DB KALB 
ILLINOIS 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 


entlemen: 
J? 


To you on the completion of a Century of distinguished public 


service The DeKalb Daily Chronicle wishes to extend heartiest 
congratulations for an occasion that is outstanding in the history of 
the press of Illinois. 


You have not only published a newspaper that has been a complete 


•ecord of the happenings in your community and the world but The 
Telegraph has always been in the forefront of movements for the 
lublic welfare and the development of your community and the state 
md nation. 


You have been a wholesome influence in the progress of Dixon and 


Illinois and deserve the honors that are being paid to you on this 
great day. The century of existence of The Telegraph also marks the-, 
centennial of the Shaw family in the management of your publication* 
and we can sincerely say that no better people live in America. 


Our sincere wish is that our descendants may have the opportunity 


to express an appreciation of your friendship when the second century 
shall come to an end. 


Sincerely yours, 
THE DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE 
Frank W. Grcenaway 
President 


"U* County'* Urg«it and Uvellttl Wtolly" 


AMBOY. ILLINOIS 


Urs. Eustace E. Shaw 
)ixon Evening Telegraph 
Mxon, Illinois. 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


It is indeed a pleasure to 'extend to you, your sons and your staff 


our hearty congratulations on the 100th birthday of your newspaper, 
Continuous publication of a newspaper for an entire century is a 
' 


record of which you and your organization may be very proud. 
^ 


. Probably only those in the newspaper fraternity can truly 
' ^ 


ppreclate the problems that the management of The Telegraph has 
been called upon to solve through your 100 years of progress 
The 


present difficult times are a continuing test of the ability of newspaner 
management and your accomplishment in the publication of a 
270-page centennial edition is one meriting the highest commendation. 


Especially do we of The Amboy News staff appreciate the 


rlendliness and co-operative spirit the Shaw.organizatlon has shown 
towards its' fellow journalists In Lee County in the past. 


Please accept our best wishes for your continued success. 


Yours truly, 
THE AMBOY NEWS 
John J. Wagner, Publisher 
, m 
Gene Strouss, Editor 
' 
S 
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Gown and Toy Collections Reflect Social Life of Century 


Proper attire for a bride of 20, 50 and 66 years ago can be seen In the above picture. From left to 
right, Mrs. C. F. Johnston, president of the Dixon Woman's club, shows the dainty dress she wore as a 
bride 20 years ago to Mrs. J. R. McDaniel and Mrs. Wilber Fulfs. The dress onthe form was worn 
by Mrs. McDaniel's mother, Mrs. JT. M. Brown, 66 years ago, and Mrs. Fulfs holds the dress her mother, 
Mrs. C. M. Small, wore as a bride 50 years ago. These dresses will be modeled m the 
Century of 
Beauty" fashion show at the annual Flower and Fashion show sponsored by the Dixon Woman s 
club this Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Loveland Community House. 
Many Expected to 
Visit Hazelwopd' 
At Daffodil Time 


This Saturday and Sunday, May 5 and 6 will bring to Dixon many 


visitors from near and far when Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen opens her 
beautiful home, "Hazelwood,".for daffodil^tlme. Mrs. Walgreen's home 
is being opened for the Fourth Illinois Garden Week presented by the 
Garden club of Illinois. Tours will include visits to historic Lincoln 
shrines and lovely homes and gardens in Springfield, Thursday and 
Friday, May 3 and 4 and homes and gardens in Glencoe and Wmetka 
will be shown May 26 and 27. The Springfield and Dixon tours have 
ecn planned as a redclaration to American Ideals and the American 
Way of Life. 


Mrs. Walgreen has opened her 


estate for Illinois Garden Week 
lor the past three years but never 
before at daffodil time, which is 
one of the high festivals of bloom 
of the year in a place famous for 
its fine horticultural development. 
The forests enclosing the great 
lawns are coming into new leaf, 
and bordering these forests and 


threading through them are the 


native trees coming into bloom,— 
the plum, the redbud, the crabap- 
ple, and the thorn. In the formal 
garden the lilacs and early" tulips 
are in bloom. The magnolias, of 
which there are many are heavy 
with their spectacular blossoms, 
and beneath the trees as far as one 
can see are the hundreds of thou- 
sands of daffodils of many types 
and varieties. 


*9 Always interesting, too, is the 


lob cabin, which Lincoln visited 
several times during his campaign 
lour through the state. This ca- 
bin has been added to and is now 
In use, but the front room of the 
original cabin has been left as it 
was in the early days. 


Visitors to Dixon next Satur- 


day will also be able to attend the 
Dixon Woman's club annual flow- 
^r and fashion show, "A Century 
™f Beauty" which will be in its 


last day at the Loveland Com- 
munity House. 


o 


Song by Maxwells 
To Be Broadcast 
Friday Evening 


"Let's Sing to Victory," a 


€5>atriotic musical number com- 


posed by Mr. and Mrs. Philip Max- 
well, both well known in Dixon, 
and dedicated to all fighters for 
freedom, will be presented by the 
Air Force Concert orchestra and 
the 
Singing 
Sergeants choral 


group over a nationwide Mutual 
network at 8 p. m. (CDT) Friday 
evening, May 4, and will be short 
waved to 
American 
soldiers, 


ilors, and marines 'throughout 
«e world. 


Maxwell, who wrote the words 


to ."Let's Sing to Victory," fe di- 
rector of the Chicagoland Music 
Festival, sponsored annually by 
the Chicago Tribune Charities, 
Inc. 
- o 


MOTOR TO MORRIS 


Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Hoefer and 


Mrs. F. L. Hamilton motored to 


:orris. 111., Sunday to visit with 
;r. and Mrs. Robert Redfern. 


• 
SUNDAY GUESTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Moore, Polo, 


spent Sunday with Dr. and Mm. 
A. F. Moore. 


MOTHERS STUDY CLUB 


The Mothers Study club 


meet at 8 p. m. Wednesday at the 
home of 
Mrs. 
JOB Schneider. 


will to held. 


Miss Sterling 
Dons Satin for 
April Wedding 


A wedding having interest to 


the readers of this" centennial is- 
sue is that of Miss Barbara Cum- 
mer Sterling, daughter of Norman 
Earle Sterling, Jacksonville, Fla., 
and the late Mrs. Ada Cummer 
Sterling, 
to 
Frederic 
William 


Brundick, III. Their evening wed- 
ding, an April event, was held in 
St. John's cathedral, Jacksonville. 
Barbara, a granddaughter of the 
late Mrs. James N. Sterling and a 
niece of the late Mrs. Ethel Ster- 
ling Hawkins, visited here many 
times 


The church was decorated with 


pulpit and lectern arrangements 
of palms, woodwardia fern, calla 
lilies and 'white gladioli for the 
entrance of the bride, given in 
marriage by her father. 


Acting as best man for the 


bridegroom was his father, Fred- 
crick William Brundick, Jr. and 
the 
groomsmen 
were 
George 


Young, 
Judson 
Ycrkes, 
Dolph 


Lunch, Jerry Evans, Robert Bow- 
en and Gene Gill. 


Wears'Satin Gown 


The bride chose for her wed- 


ding, an enchanting bouffant dress 
in antique 
ivory 
bridal 
satin, 


nand appliqued with imported 
rose-point lace. 
The sculptured 


bodice was enhanced with a sheer 
nylon yoke which was bordered 
with rose-point 
lace 
giving a 


capelet effect and this lace was 
also appliqued on the very brief 
sleeves. From the fitted bodice 
fell the full skirt and cathedral 
train of bridal satin and the bride 
wore A Juliet cap of lace to which 
was attached her veil, an" heir- 
loom piece of rose-point lace com- 
bined with imported bridal illu- 
sion which swept in a panel effect 
and graceful folds, 
beyond the 


train of her gown. She carried a 
white lilac bouquet in a cascade 
design accented 
with 
a small 


shower effect. " 


Wore a Gown 


Miss Marjorie Drake, maid of 


honor, wore a gown fashioned of 
Chantilly-type lace and nylon net 
in buttercup yellow and a small 
braided cap.of matching net. She 
carried a cascade bouquet of coral 
colored 
freezias. 
The 
brides- 


maids, wore gowns fashioned on 
the same lines an that of the maid 
of honor, in very pale .ice blue 
Chantilly-typ« lace and nylon net. 
They wore matching caps of net 
and carried bouquets identical to 
that of the honor maid. 
Brides- 


maids were Misses Margaret Mur- 
chiaon, Mary Bland Dew, Hester 
William*, Gertrude Gilliland, Pa- 
tricia Paul and Cheryl Cummer. 


Mn. Sterling chose for the wed 


ding a floor length gown of om- 
bry green chiffon and Mrs. Brun- 
dick wore a gown of imported 
white lace. 


At Yacht Club 


A reception was.hcld immediate- 


ly following the ceremony at the 
Florid? Yacht club. After spcnd- 
ng some time with their guests, 
the couple left for a wedding trip. 
Mis. Brundick wore a light wool 
suit or navy blue trimmed with 
a blue and white tie silk scarf at 
:he neckline with which she wore 
a navy blue straw hat and navy 
blue shoes. They will make their 
home; at the Claire Towers apart- 
ments in Columbia, S. C. 


Mrs. Brundick is a graduate of 


the Masters school in Dobbs Fer- 
ry, N. Y. and of Wheaton college, 
Norton, Mass. She is a member 
of the Spinsters-Cotillion club and 
a provisional member of the Jack- 
sonville Junior League, Inc. Mr. 
Biundick was graduated from Se- 
wanee Academy in Tennessee and 
attended the University of Florida 
•.vhere he was a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity. He is serv- 
ing with the United States Army 
at Foit Jackson, South Carolina. 


n*M • MUM, 
za: 
WESTERN 
UNION 
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Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Dixon Evening Telegraph, Dixon, III. 


May I add my congratulations to the many others on the 100th 


anniversary of the Dixon Evening Telegraph. The Telegraph Is such 
an integral part of Dixon that the two arc synonomous. Both are in 
the hearts of any of us who have lived in Dixon. It's a great thing 
to have had a newspaper in the family for 100 years and to have kept 
it as entertaining, as clear, and as up to the minute in news as is the 
Telegraph. Congratulations Mabel dear, to you and the boys. 


My love, 
LOUELLA O. PARSONS 


Social Events of 
Past, Old Grand 
Detour Recalled , 


Social activites in Dixon and the surrounding area are today many 


and varied in nature. As they are today so were the ladies and gentle- 
men of the latter part of the last century and the earlier part of this 
era busy with clubs and charitable organizations. 


Highlights of clubs and outstanding social events of the gone-but- 


not-foi gotten years were recalled by two of Dixon's prominent women 
for the society editor. A former member of the Kendall club, one of 
the outstanding in the early part 


Alvln ..Dodd 


Mr. and Mrs. Alvm Dodd of 


New York and Grand Detour have 
returned from Australia where 
Mr. Dodd was 
called 
by 
the 


Australian government for consul- 
tation. 


Their stay was shortened on 


account of the illness of Mr. Dodd 
who is now in a New York hos- 
pital. 
They do not expect to 


occupy their lovely century home 
in Grand Detour this summer but 
will instead take a house for the 
summer in Nantucket. 


Many friends here regret the 


illness of Mr. Dodd. The Dodds 
entire trip to and from Australia 
was made by airplane. 


Freeport Speaker 
Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen gave 


her 
lecture 
and 
pictures 
on 


Mexico and the West-Indies at 
Freeport, Saturday, to 600 mem- 
bers and guests of the Woman's 
club. Donations received 
from 


Mrs. 
Walgreen's 
lectures 
are 


turned over by her to the Red 
Cross. 


TO LAKE FOREST 


Dr. and Mrs. Earl Clevidence re- 


cently drove to Lake Forest. 


ATTEND DINNER, DANCE 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Van Scoy 


attended an annual reunion of the 
forme.- members of the Daven- 
post Newcomers club at a dinner 
dfinci. at the Ordnance Country 
club, Rock Island, April 28. 


TO CHICAGO 


Mrs. L. W. Walter visited her 


daughter, Miss Grace Perky in 
Chicago over the weekend. 


FLEW TO CALIFORNIA 


John Maxon manager of the 


Pines restaurant, expects to join 
his wife in Pasadena having left 
here Monday -by plane. 


VISIT BERMUDA 


Atty and Mrs. Werner Schrader 


of Chicago, well known In Dixon, 
have returned from a visit in 
Lcaulllul Bermuda. 


GUESTS AT HAZELWOOD 
Mrs. Franc Bowman'and 


Herbert Hicks, Rockford; Mrs. 
Helen Donckey, River Forest, and 
Dr. and Mrs. A. J. Brumbaugh, 
Mt. Carroll, were Sunday gucita at 
Hazelwood of Mrs, C. R. Walgreen. 
_o—— 


HAVE BEEN ILL 
- 


The Misses Belle and Nancy 


Wooldridge have been quite 111 
at their home "Dorset cottage" In 


I Grand Detour. 


of the century, one of the ladies 
told of the club's organization in 
1902 by a group of women to do 
charity work and promote social 
events for the members of their 
set. 
The club members spent 


severel thousand dollars a year 
on charity much of which was 
earned by giving a series of in- 
formal dances through the winter 
and at the end of the season one 
large formal dance. .The name of 
the club had its 
origin 
from 


Kendall, the great writer of that 
period. 


Among the members of the club, 


disbanded nearly 25 years, whose 
names strike a familiar note m 
this city are: Mrs. E. L. Crawford, 
Miss Grace Crawford, Mrs. Frank 
Edwards, Mrs. J. B. Lennon, Miss 
Caroline Slothower, Mrs.. George 
C. Dixon, and Mrs. Mary Downing, 
and Mrs. Mary Downing, Dixon; 
Mrs. Esther Woodruff Law, San 
Antonio, Tex.; Louclla Parsons, 
Hollywood, Calif.; the former Erie 
Hammerstrom and Mrs. Golda 
Otis, Hollywood, Calif, and Mrs. 
Paul Dillon and Mrs. John Stager, 
Sterling. 


Lawns Were Gay 


Memories of the summers in the 


early 1900s recalled lawn parties 
and dances with the Will Smith 
orchestra, popular Dixon music 
makers of the time, furnishing the 
music. 
Among the not to be 


forgotten parties were those given 
at the E. E. Shaw Bluff park home 
at the B. F. Shaw and E. E. Shaw 
Bluff Park home; and at the home 
of D. B. Bowles; and Uie Gcoigc 
Steel home opposite the court 
house. 
A platform for dancing 


was always erected on the lawn, 
gaily decorated with 
Japanese 


lanterns. 


Choir Organised 


St. Luke's 
Episcopal 
church 


members organized a vested choir, 
the first of its kind in Dixon, in 
the late 1800s and the activities 
of this group directed by a Chi- 
cagoan are held dear by many in 
the community. Choir members 
gave home talent shows in the 
old opera house, where the Dixon 
Theater is now located, to gain 
money for the expense of, the 
director and to buy vestments 
Rev. Sage was rector of the 
church during the first years of 
the choir. St. Luke's still main- 
tains a fine,choir for both young 
and old. 


Diaries of the past would show 


activities 
such 
as 
the 
Elks 


minstrels, the 
dancing classes 


conducted by Professor Gaynor of 
Chicago which 
as 
their main 


social outburst of the season held 
a cotillion and the regular meet- 
ings of the Lecture and Pcoria 
Avenue reading clubs and 
the 


winter music scries. 


"THE" dances of the year were 


given in the early part of this 
era by the Dixon club held on 
the top floor of a building located 
where the Dixon National Bank 
now stands. 
The club consisted 


of prominent business men of the 
.town and their wives. 


At the Dixon club many gor 


gcous gowns were worn by the 
ladies. 
The 
gentlemen 
alway; 


full evening attire which included 
white gloves. 
Many were 
the 


beautiful ladies and gallant gen- 
tlemen who attended the dancing 
parties given. 


Phldiann Still Active 


Although most of the 
above 


social events are now a thing 01 
the past one of the clubs organized 
in 1891 is still among those most 
active in this community. 
The 


Phidian Art club had its begin- 
ning at the time of the Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago when a 
number of ' Dixon's p'romincnt 
women having a desire to study 
the works of .the old masters 
gathered together. Mrs. Dorothy 
N. Law, wife of the late Dr. Law 
organized the club and was its 
fiat president. The group which 
now meets twice- during the month 
with the purpose of the members 
sharing their favorite subject in 
culture with one another, can 
boast of its annual exhibition by 
Dixon Artist* M one of the social 


"These are the kind of toys tiny tots in the earlier part of this cen- 
tury played with, say Mrs. J. B. Lennon and Mrs. David Vickrey to 
Paul Waytenick. three year old son of Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Waytc- 
nick, 731 Forrest avenue. An exhibit of these toys, a hobby of 
Mrs. Vickrey, standing, will be shown in the Loveland Community 
House museum during the Dixon Woman's club Flower and Fash- 
ion show. May 3. 4 and 5 at Loveland Community House. Mrs. 
Lennon is curator oft he museum. Note the ancient horse-drawn 


vehicle so attractive to this youngster, of today. 


outstanding 
highlights of 
the 


season. 


When today's woman says she 


has more activities than 
her 


mother or grandmother, she should 
pei haps take a glance at their 
datebooks of the past years. How- 
ever- Dixon ladies can indeed tell 
of some very fine and outstanding 
ilubs and activities during all 
seasons of the year. 


Remember This? 
A great many local people will 


remember the old ferry that was 
in service carrying people, car- 
riages and wagons 
with 
their 


lorses across Rock river at Grand 
Detour, one of the picturesque 
spots on the 
beautiful 
stream 


known as the Hudson of the West. 
Thomas A. Foxley operated the 
ferry boat for many years. 
A 


never-to-be-forgotten large white 
sign painted in black lettering was 
fastened to the ferry boat. It read: 


"Since man to man is so unjust, 
"I do not know what man to 


trust. 


"I've 
trusted 
many to my 


sorrow, 


"Pay today and I'll trust tomor- 


row." 


Th'e old bell, a relic of bygone 


days that once rang when one 
needed the ferry to come to his 
side of the river, was purchased at 
an auction by Robert Shaw and 
now hangs on the veranda of the 
Nachusa Hotel, where it peals 
forth summons to dinner to all 
who would care to come. 


Andrew Jcckson Lauer oper- 


ated what was called the upper 
ferry for a number of years. The 
ferry service was discontinued in 
1901 when a highway bridge made 
the ferry unnecessary. 


PTA Delegate 


Mrs.. Lee Lambert, a member of 


the Nachusa Public schools facul- 
ty, has been appointed delegate of 
the Lee County P.T.A. Council to 
attend the annual State P.T.A. 
Conference held 
at 
the Hotel 


Stevens, Chichago, May 5. She 
will give an account of the meet- 
ing at the May 8 dinner meeting 
of the Council, at the Rice Tea 
Room. 


TO SAIL JUN 16 


Mrs. William Bardwcll and two 


daughteis, Ann and Mary Gwcn, 
will sail on a French liner from 
New York City, June 16. They 
will join Atty. William Bardwell 
in London who will fly a week 
earlier to 
London on business. 


They will travel abroad'for sev- 
eral weeks. 


HERE FROM AKRON 


Charles R. Jenkins, manager of 


the Car and Home Merchandise 
Retail stores Division 
of 
the 


Goodyear Rubber company, Ak- 
ron, Ohio, will spend a brief holi- 
day ac his summer home, "Sunny- 
skies" m Grand Detour. 


LURLINE CLUB 


The eight members of the Lur- 


line ciub will meet tomorrow and 
enjoy luncheon followed by bridge 
at the 'home of Mrs. George B. 
Shaw, Bluff Park. The month of 
May is the anniversary of the 
club which has been meeting for 
the past 10 years, 


o- 


GUESTS AT DINNER 


Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Erikson 


entertained 
guests 
at 
dinner 


Sunday at their home in Grand 
Detour. 


EXPECTS OVER-SEAS DUTY 
Last week Mr. and Mrs. Dement 


Schuler motored to Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Mo., for a visit with their 
son, Jack, who expects soon to be 
sent overseas. 


Social Calendar 


Tonight 


Palmyra Teachers Reading cir- 


cle at the home of Mrs. Charles 
Rcdebaugh. 
6:30 scramble sup- 


per- 


Baldwin auxiliary at the homo 


of Mrs. Helen Miller. 8 o'clock. 


Woman's club chorus at Love- 


land Community House. 7:30. 


Amyet auxiliary at 'Amvet hall. 


S o'clock. 


Wednesday 


Opening Ladies' Day at Plum 


Hollow. 


Training class for all Brownie 


and Intermediate 
Scout leaders 


in basement of St. Luke's Episco- 
pal church. 


St. James Ladies' Aid with 


Mrs. Henry John. 12:30 scramble 
dinner. 


Thira annual Music Festival of 


rural schools at the Dixon high 
school gym. 8 p. m. 


Mothers Study club at the homo 


of Mrs. Joe Schneider. 8 p. m. 


St. Anne's Guild at St Anne's 


hall. 7:30 p. m. Hostesses: Mrs. 
Marvin Wedlock, 
Mrs. 
Ullrich 


Zuend and Mrs. Harold Wickler. 


WEEK-END GUEST 


Miss Peggy Heaton of Chicago 


visited in Dixon the past week- 
end. 


RETURNS TO NEW YORK 
Peter Dart after a visit with 


his grandmother, Mrs. C. R. Wal- 
green, has returned to New York 
by motor. He will Join his mother, 
Mrs. John Stephan who with her 
husband has returned from Trlna- 
dad and Kingston, Jamaica. 


HOME FROM MAYOS 


Mrs. Henry UUey after a five 


weeks stay at Mayo Clinic where 
she underwent surgery la expected 
to return to Dixon thlg week. 


VISIT DYSARTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Eialer spent 


the week-end in Lafayette, Ind., 
with Mr. and Mrs. Dement Dysart. 
Mr. Dysart is a senior at Purdue 
university. 


For MOTHER'S DAY...and Every Day 


Fashion Wise Mothers Choose 


ILLUSION HAlf 
SIZC O K I S S C S 


Crisp new colors 1n exclusive 
washable fabrics. Mother will lovo 
the tall, slender look, the propor- 
tioned fit, (which means she'll 
need little or no alterations.) 


b. For Mother's Day and on through 
summer... the slim-minded shirtwaist 


of Narco rayon sheer. Green, Navy, 
Blick »nd Brown. Sizes 14M to 22H. 


C. Chevrons add new dash to * fresh Din 


River "Wrinkl-Shed" tissue sheer... 


flattering understatement for summer living. 


Navy. Brown and Black. Sizes 14W to 22H. 
d. Lettuce-crisp Dan River "Wrinkl-Shed" 


tissue gincham, is checked and double. 


checked for appeal! Grey, Brown, 


Rose ind Green. SUM I4H to 22H. 


June Pcttton, Trudy Hall, Jr., Martha Manning, Georgiana, 


June Arden, Boulevard, and Levine Original DRESSES 


- $I09? - $I295 - $I4W 
- $25°° 


A.LGEISENHEIMER&Co. 
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Red Cross Chapter Formed 
By Lee County Group in '17 


5 
l«i February, :917, Mrs. Fletcher 


' Dobyns. who was active in the Chi- 


cago Red Cross, canie to Dixon, 
addressed a mass meeting at the 
city hall and organized the Dixon 
Red Cross, an auxiliary of the Chi- 
cago chapter. 
Miss 'Neva Mc- 


Clcary was given full charge of all 
activities. 


On March 12, 1917, the Dixon 


Red Cross merged into the, Lee 
County Red Cross, appointing W. 
B. Brinton, presidentt John;.a. 
Crabtree,;, vice "president; ,\V. G. 
Durkes^ treasurer;. Miss. Neva Mc- 
Cleary? secretary rand E. :B. .Ray- 
mond, 'assistant; secretary., The 
supervisors' • room at" the'.court 
house \\^\ftirned over te the Red 
Cross society.and 31:branches and 
auxiliaries -throughout the county 
worked under Mrs.-Ida McClcary 
of Dixon,. 'general " chairman" of 


-women's work'...••_'-'••.',""•"'"""'.•" :' 


Elect County Officers' 


; On May 21, 1917, .oficers were 
W."B. Brinton, "president;, J. C. 
Crabtree, vice president; W. C. 
Durkes, treasurer; Louis Pitcher, 
secretary; Tim Sullivan, assistant 
secretary: Henry Schmidt, chair- 
man home service; Eleanor Powell, 
secretary home service; and di- 
rectors, W. B. Brinton, Henry 
Schiijidt, 
George 
E. 
Boyhton, 


George Dixon, John G. Ralston, A. 
P. Armingtoh, L. A. Pitcher, E. B. 
Raymond, Tim Sullivan, A. H. Bos- 
worth, Z. W. Moss, E. B. Owens, 
Rev. M. Foley, George Shaw, and 
William Hogan, all of Dixon; Ralph 
J. Dean, Ashton; A. C. McBride, 
Pawpaw; Fred Lawton, Palmyra; 


E. King, Lee Center: W. J. Brown 
Lee; 
Joseph 
Bauer, 
Hamilton 


township; and Dr. C. G. Pool 
Compton. 


On April 20, Miss Neva Mc- 


Clcary organized the home nursing 
class, with Miss Mary Pankhurst 
president. 


In October. 1919, 'Mr. Mahlon 


Forsythe became general chair- 
man of the junior- Red Cross, with 
Mrs. H. E. Lager, secretary. 
".-;"; 
; In Office 19 Year* 


Robert Sterling^ jchalrman, and 


John Davics, treasurer,'held their 
Offices from 1919 to 1948. Miss 
Frances Patrick,served as secre 
tary for the last 17 years of that 
period. ;.";,.• 
• - • ' / • 


In the, December, 1948, election, 


Theodore:J. Miller was made chair- 
man; Mrs. Kathryn Ruckman, 
Amboy,_J;vic*L^chairman; Esther 
Conley, treasurer;-and Louise Nay- 
ior, secretary. 
/ 


In the 1950-51 election, Morey 


"ires' was named chairman; John 
McGowan, vice chairman; Esther 
Conley, treasurer; Marion Jones, 
secretary; Mrs. E. D. Raynolds, 
executive secretary; Miss Jose- 
)hine 
Nichols, secretary 
home 


service; and Albert Ruggles, chair- 
man of honie service. 
' ' 


1950-51 Directors 


Directors named for 1950-51 


vere J. Fred Hofmann, Albert 
Ruggles, Robert Shaw, Gerald 
'ones, T. J. Miller, Royal Fitzsim- 
mons and Claire Villiger: Everett 
Jarnes, Amboy; Oliver Gehant, 
(Vest Brooklyn; Mrs. 
Schafer, 


Franklin Grove; and Paul Char- 


LEE COUNTY FARM BUREAU 


. •OMCKC. rilIM ADVI1IB 


AKTHUH W. SCCOI, Airrr«BMADVII|* 


HAZIL KILLMCH, Of riCC •CeniTiUIV 


' 
. 
PHONE 1SS 


AMBOY. ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
, 
i 


Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs, Shaw: 


It gives me a great deal of pleasure to offer congratulations to 


you and your family on this, the centennial anniversary of the. founding 
of '.'The Telegraph". , 
- 
, 
.' 


*Through the past century I ani sure that "The Telegraph" has 


left a favorable mark on the social, civic, and economic life of the 
community. 


In behalf of the 2550 farm bureau families of Lee County may 


I wish you. and your paper continued success and many more years 
service to 'the community. 
' • - 


Very truly yours. 


, LEE COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
Frank Buchman, President 


Mrs. Stitzel 
Wrote Nelson 
News 48 Years 


TU it * 
T.w- M 
WESTERN 
UNION 


Mrs. Mabel Sj.Shaw , 
Dixon Evening Telegraph, Dixoh,,IU. 
< 


Please accept my congratulations on birthday of Telegraph, also 


my thanks to you and youi*family for maintaining an institution of 
service to community and country. Many happy returns of the day. 


RONALD REAGAN 


ers, Ashton. 


Other officers. chairmen were: 
Benjamin Schildberg, first aid;' 
iharles F. Nix, accident preven- 
i'ori; A. H. Nichols, water safety; 
.ugust Wimpleberger, disaster: 
liss Clara Armington, home nurs- 
ng; Mrs. C. C. Clausen, canteen: 
liss Irene Page, nurse recruiting; 
Irs. Hazel Miller, disaster nurse 
ice chairman; and Mrs. Robert 
^reston, general public informa- 
on. 
Membership for 1950 was 5,621. 


OGLE SETLLEMENT 


The settlement of Ogle county 


commenced at Buffalo Grove, but 
it was many years before the land 
was occupied. From 1833 to about 
1845 the immigration was slow 
but gradually increased from year 
to year. 
About 1846 when the 


Chicago and Union railroad enter- 
prise was being agitated a large 
influx of immigration which con- 
tinued until the county was gen- 
erally occupied, boomed census 
figures. 


Mrs. Frances G. Stitzel, Nelson 


wife of the late Postmaster Mille. 
C. Stitzel, was an integral part o 
The Telegraph staff for 48 years 
until her retirement as Nelson cor 
respondent in 1947. 
. Mrs. Stitzel was corresponded 
from 1899 to 1947, when she turned 
her duties over to her daughter-in 
law, Mrs. Earle Stitzel. 


She is still active in Nelson com- 


munity affairs and maintains in- 
terest in the general store which 
she' and her husband ran for many 
years and which is now run by her 
son, Earl, the present Nelson post- 
master. 


Mrs. Stitzel was born Feb. 5 


1870, in Dixon, the daughter of 
Benjamin 
and 
Geneva Phillips 


Stewart. 
She was educated in 


Dixon schools and taught in 1889 
at Franklin Grove, in 1890 at Nel- 
son, and two years in Dixon at the 
"Old Red Brick" school. 


In 1892,- she was married to Mil- 


ler C. Stitzel, Nelson. They resid- 
ed in Nelson one year and then 
moved to Clinton, la., where they 
lived for two years. They returned 
to Nelson in 1895 and Mrs. Stitzel 
has lived there since. 


Mrs. Stitzel is the mother of 


Earle Stitzel, Nelson; Mrs. Mabel 
Eastabrook, South Pekin, and a 
son, Howard, who died in infancy. 
She has four grandchildren, Dr. 
Robert D. Stitzel, Rockford; Mrs. 
Dorothy Sendra, Nelson; Richard 
W., Chicago, and Donald W. Easta- 
brook, Pekin. 
She also has two 


great-grandchildren, Barbara and 
Robert Dean Stitzel, Rockford. 


Today's celebration,of the lOOth 


anniversary 
of 
The 
Telegraph 


should'be a milestone in the life of 
Mrs. Stitzel as she was associated 
with the paper for almost half of 
its existence. 


DIXON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Mr». Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw; 


I wish to extend congratulations on th« One Hundredth Anni- 
versary of your newspaper. , 


The reporting of pertinent facts about various* phases of the 
activities of the Dixon Public Schools and your editorial policy of 
supporting programs for the improvement of education have contributed 
to the welfare and training of the children. ' 


Sincerely yours, / 
, 
A. H. LANCASTER 
Supt—Dixon Public Schools 
... 


DIXON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Dixon, Illinois 


Mrs, Mabel .Shaw. Publisher 
. 


Dixon Evening Telegraph 
, 


Dixon, Illinois. 
' ' 
. 
. 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
... 
, 
" '. 
' 
. 
- 


I wish to offer congratulations to you on a century of successful 


business by your company in this community. The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph has had a most important,part in the progress of Dixon. 
Many of the accomplishments of this community have been the results 
of honest efforts on the part of you and your staff to devote yourselves 
to service and progress. 
• • • - . ' . 


Especially do I wish to acknowledge with grateful appreciation 


the many fine contributions you have made in placing important school 
matters before those whom the Board of Education is endeavoring to 
serve. Your helpful cooperation has done much to aid in the improve-' 
ment of the educational opportunities in Dixon. 


With every good wish for your continued fine service to this 


community, I am 
• 
. 


Yours very truly, 
,M. M: MEMLER 
President . 
Board of Education 
School District No. 170 


BEGAN NEWSPAPER 


The -Illinois Tribune—in 
the 


autumn of 1844, probably early in 
October, a paper called the Illinois 
tribune was started at Grand de 
Tour, published by John W. Sweet- 
and. It was, judging from its 
ypographical appearance, print- 
ed in the old register type. How 
ong it existed cannot be deter- 
mined. 


.PLATTED IN 1851 


The village of Nachusa 
was 


platted by Joseph Crawford, coun- 
ty surveyor, March 1( 1851, and 
Col. Alexander P. Dysart and 
George Baugh were proprietors of 
the townsite. 
At first it was 


named Taylor, but with time the 
names of the township and the 
village were made identical. 


IT'S 
THE BEST WE HAVE FOUND 
FIN A FOAM 


Cleans rugs and upholstery 
in a hurry . . . restores fpr- 


) gotten colors. 


Exclusively of 


Qt. 79c 
Gals. $1.95 


Gal. $1.29 


Sponge 39o 


Fannie Murphy 
Nearly as Old 
As. Telegraph 
: 


One of Dixon's truly interesting 


and remarkable and fine charac- 
ters is nearly as old as The Tele- 
graph and the story of Dixon 
would not be complete without 
mention of her. We . speak of 
Miss Fannie Murphy, 409 West 
Second ' sti; who was born in a 
house, 'very near the one in .which 
she now 'lives, 95 yean ago. last 
March 5.. 
. . •• 
My 


.Was a Teacher 


Miss Murphy, was 
for many 


years a teacher in- the;' Chicago 
elementary schools. ,; - ;,i?£ 


Her mother, Olive Ayiwil Mur- 


phy, sister of the late :J*|on C. 
Ayres, who was a prbminenfc'Dixon 
banker arid real estate man", came 
west to. Chicago by; steamship 
from Buffalo, N. Y. Not liking 
Chicago she moved^bn-to Dixon 
in 1851. Her mother, Miss Mfc- 
phy's grandmother, .;widow of an 
army officer s^mmissioned by Gov. 
DeWitt Clinton1 during the war of 
1812, lived for many.™ years in 
Dixon and died 'in;-1916 at the 
advanced age of 95. 
, . , 


Were Minutemen ' 


Miss Fannie Murphy,' .'whose 


ancestors included a Colonial min- 
uteman'and a soldier who' fought 
at Bunker Hill and TiconderOga, 
has long been 'an active mern^r 
of the D. A. R. Her life-long friend 
and cousin, Anna Ayres' Dement, 
only recently passed .away in 
Dixon. 
, 


Miss Murphy is a highly intelli- 


gent and cultivated lady and is 
completely alert and in retention 
of all her faculties and her fine 
mind. She is also unique in that 
she alone of all our citizens has a 
clear recollection of the early days . 
ind people "and events of Dij^f. 
She is admired and loved by a 


reat circle of. friends. 
- 18S1 — Centennial — I9SI - 


POLO SENTINEL 


Polo Sentinel — The first paper 


mblished in Polo and' the first 
Democratic paper in Ogle county 


s started by F. O. Austin in 


October, 1856, and called the Sen- 
Inel. It was intensely partisan, and 
vas discontinued for want of sup- 
>ort in December of the same y<^. 


FIRST MOUSE BUILT 


The first house erected in Ore- 


gon was built by Jonathan W. 
Jenkins in July, 1836. It was a 
ong structure, 18 by 22 feet, and 
about one and a half stories high. 
- IBS I — Ctnttnnlal — I9S/— — 


TERRITORY DIVIDED 


As originally organized, Ogle 


ounty included the present county 
f Lee but rival interests led t«n 
ivision of the territory and the 
ounding of Lee county in 1839. 


MOTOR OIL 


with 


Extrinol—the combination of chemicals that 
yon find otdy in D-X Motor Oil—is the result 
of many experiment* with die basic cause of 


motor wear. These experiments snowed that 
corrosion, sludge and hard carbon deposits can 


take years off the life of a.motor. Extrinol was 
created to fight these causes of wear. D-X 


Motor Oil with Extrinol helps clean motors, 
protect bearings against corrosion and fight 


dangerous, oil-eating sludge formations. 


Change to D-X with Extrinol now. It stands 
up longer and lubricates better. Try DOC on a 


positive money-back guarantee of satisfaction. 


MID-CONTINENT MTROUUM CORPORATION 


D-X 
GASOLINE 


SAVIS 
WEAR IN JHf 


A specially refined lubri- 
cant is scientifically blend- 
ed with.higher anti-knock 
gasoline 
when D-X it 


manufactured. As D-X 
"powers your motor, thb 
lubricant gives added pro- 
lection to the vital power 
parts of the* "flame zone" 
... and at no extra cost. 
Try a tankful today! 
Ask 
your D-X 
Dealtr 


about "Flaming 
Proof." 


OF MOTOR OILS... 


HUND*eDS OF GASOU/v^ 


ButOnl/ONE 


DIXON ONE-STOP 


SERVICE 


*"'' ' •, 


106 P«or!a AVMUM 


DIAL 4-1531 


DIXON OIL COMPANY 


Distributers 


Clyde Corse*, Manager 
812 Drnmnt Avenuft 


DIAL 4-0171. 


WES KILLMER 
MOTOR SALES 
810 Dvmtnt Avtuut 


DIAL 4*8731 


HAS 
MOVE? 


It Is Time to 
Select Your 


Home Site! 


Peaceful Surroundings . . . 


Trees - Winding Roads - Beautiful Rock River 


PLAN FOR YOUR FUTURE 


Assembly Park Home Sites.... 


Offer Splendid Possibilities 


River Front Lots 
$3000 to $3750 


Other Lots 


$900 to $2000 


For Your Choice of Locations See 
BEN T. SHAW 


E. First Street 
Dixon 
Dial 2-1051 


iNEWSPA'FERr 
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! Jt" ' 


queen regency sofa with down 
cushions 
• < 


A sofa to adorn the most beautiful home. Covered in a choice 


of the finest quality decorator fabrics ... in the newest 


decorator colors. Two-piece down cushion. Boucle 


tufted back and trim. Deep nylon fringed 


base. All cushions reversible. 


table and 2 chairs 
Traditionally styled drop- 
leaf table with double pcde- 
•tal 
base and extension 


leaves. Two matching chairs. 
155 


Home Fashion Time Living Room Specials 


* 
Duncan Phyfe style sofa with mahogany 
$ <f Q C 


carved trim. Tapestry cover 
* && 


Lawson "sofa with matching lounge chair. 
$ 4| QG 


Mohair frieze. Choice of colors 
* ^O 


Fireside chair with graceful fan back. Nail- 
$ 


head and mahogany trim. Damask 


Modern club chair. Foam rubber cushions. 
$QO50 


Covered in solid color textured fabric 
^r^ 


Nest of tables. Contemporary styling to go 
with any type furniture. Complete ...:. 


' deluxe secretary 


Traditionally styled with 
claw-and-ball feet, Chippen- 
dale type drawer pulls, pedi- 
ment top. Rich mahogany, 
veneers. Spacious drawers. 
Handsome carving. 


Lyre-Back Desk Chair..,.$l 1.50 


t • • 


mwn/u 


' • 
& 


new fireside chairs 


Deeply Channeled back. Tap- 
estry covered. Rolled arms. 
Mahogany legs and trim. 
Each 


Karpen 


modern two-piece sectional 


376 


A modern sofa you will be proud to own. Covered in two-tone 


• all over design. Reversible seat cushions. Right and left 


ends. Can be used in a pleasing variety of arrange- 


ments to make the most of room space 


available. 


wb^iifkb 


With every dfoy that posses, you'// be more than tatlsfhd with 
'the beauty, quality and /ivobi/ify, you Invested In when you bougfcf 


your first home'* furniture af Mef/ott's.' targe Selection! 


SAVINGS ON ALL STYLES OF BEDROOMS 


1 
?290 


Limed oak modern gold trim'.. 
Bed, vanity, bench and chest.. 


Modern Toast finish with double dresser, bed 
and chest Concealed drawer pulls- 


Colonial Maple with double dresser, twin 
beds and chest-on-chest 
..—.—. 


Walnut Modern with plate glass mirrors. 
4 pieces 


Hepplewhite adaptatidn In swirl mahogany 
Bed, chest, vanity and bench 
_.. 
...... 


r*S3^v"2 
?»• 


•SUL 


*z~* 
By Drexel 


"beautiful matched mahogany 


3 pleets 
385 


Matched loveliness in matched swirl mahogany and 


selected cabinet woods. For a gracious master 


bedroom, choose this group! Double dresser 


with landscape mirror, exquisite panel 


bed and chest-on-chest 


HA ,*>.;. 


15111 li'l 


Headliners for Your Kitchen-Dinette 


Chrome and plastic dinette set 4 leg 
f< 


base table, 4 chairs 


Dropteaf, plastic top table with chrome tegs $i 
and trim, 4 matching chairs ~ 
• 


Metal dish cabinet. Quiet doors. 
White enamel 
— 
• 


175 


LEE COUNTY'S OLDEST FURNITURE STORE 


mahogany colonial dining 
room 


9 pl«et$ 
325 


Crotch mahogany veneers are used to advantage on 


this "different" 
Colonial-styled dining room. 


Pedestal base table, host (jhair; five side 


chairs and buffet.' China available at 


moderate price. 


Organized as 


Keytt Furniture Store in 


1897 
MELLOTT FURNITURE CO. 


DIXON 
-- 
214-1648 WEST FIRST STREET 
•- 
ILLINOIS 


Serving NortHern nil nol* Hornet 


for Over Hdl a Century 
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PRirmnG Company 


LETTERPRESS • ROTOGRAVURE 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


I understand that the Dixon Evening: Telegraph will be one 


hundred years old on May 1. 1951, and that you expect to publish a 
larire centennial edition at that time. I understand, also, that you have 
been the publisher of the Telegraph since 1909. and I want to take 
this opportunity to congratulate you and the Shaw family for 
completing this important milestone of the Telegraph. You are also 
to be congratulated for having three sons actively associated with 
vou as well as the four grandchildren. I hope that you will live many 
years to enjoy the success of your newspaper enterprise. 


You will be interested to know that Mount Morris had a 


newspaper, The Rock River Register, ten years before the founding 
of your newspaper, and the present Mount Morris Index will be 
sixtv-one vears old in August of this year. The writer and his brother 
acquired the Index In September, 1898, fifty-three years ago. 


I shall look forward, with interest, to seeing your special centennial 


edition. 
, 
Very truly yours, 
' 
H. G. KABLE 
Publisher, Mount Morris Index 
President, Kable Printing Company 


THE JOL1ET 
HERALD-NEWS 


JOLIET, ILLINOIS 


Mrs.-Mabel S. Shaw 
President 
B. F. Shaw Pnnting Company 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
, 


I want to add my congratulations and those of all the Johet 


Herald-Xews staff to the many which you will receive on the 100th 
Anniversary of the founding of the Dixon Evening Telegraph. 
' 


The Evening Telegraph has upheld all of the fine traditions of the 


newspaper world. It is a tribute to the Shaw family that for a 
century the Evening Telegraph has been edited and published by 
members of that family and during that time the Evening Telegraph 
has grown with its community and has, as every newspaper must, 
adequately and conscientiously served the needs of that community. 


It must bring a great feeling of pride to you and to the members 


of the Shaw family on the occasion of the 100th birthday of the 
Evening Telegraph. It is only through constant and intelligent service 
to the community in which it is located that it is possible for any 
enterprise to reach the century mark. 


I know that the next hundred years will find the Evening 


Telegraph giving the same dependable service to the people of your 
community. 


With the kindest regards and best wishes, I am 


Sincerely, 
JOHN F. LUX 
Editor and Publisher. 
Joliet Herald-News 
Joliet, 111. 


jn Ifcv'nm //ftnary 


MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 


MOUNB DISPATCH PUBLISHING Co- 


MOUNB.lLLINOIS. 


Mrs, Eustace E. (Mabel) Shaw 
Publisher, Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
, 


Just been informed that the centennial edition of your paper will be 


published May 1. As a fellow publisher I wish to offer my 
congratulations and my good wishes for many years to come. 


Your centennial edition of 270 pages, celebrating this occasion, is 


the largest paper, I believe, ever to be published in the state of Illinois. 
Wo thought that on our 50th anniversary some 23 years ago when we 
published 192 pages that it was unusual and now we are nearing our 
75th anniversary, but when the Dispatch will have their 100th 
anniversary celebration I'll not be around to know about it. 


Going back to Mrs. Shaw, as publisher for 42 years I consider 


this a very great achievement. I know all the trials and tribulations 
that you meet up with every day, with so many problems confronting 
us it is not hard to understand why so many daily newspapers go out 
of circulation or merge. Therefore, I consider your record as very 
outstanding. 
. 
* 
Yours truly, 
AUGUST SUNDINE 
Executive Editor 
MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 
Moline, 111. 


HOME FURNACE CO. 


CDERN * U T O v A T l C HFM'NG AND AIR 


MAKES • 


QNI NG UNI 


Cleaning 


DM 4-4W -. RM. 


Former Dixon 
Boy, F. J. Kearns, 
Attained Success 


Frank J. Kearns. now retired 


and living: at 20 Lenox avenue, 
White Plains, N. Y., is a former 
Dixon boy who made his mark in 
the outside world. He was grad- 
uated with highest honors from 
North Dixon high school in 1896, a 
ittle older than the members of 
his class because he had worked 
n the milk factory for three years 
to get enough money to be able to 
;o back to school. 


After graduation he worked at 


the hard, rough life of a wandering 
ineman. He attended school at the 
old Stelnman Academy for a while, 
went to South Dakota when it was 
'rentier country, and finally went 
to 
Europe. 
James 
Warner, 


a brother of Henry C. and Robert 


Warner of Dixon, went with 


him. 
{ 


In Europe Kearns studied and 


earned several languages. In fact, 
ic speaks seven. He became asso- 
ciated with the American Radiator 
company and was finally secretary 
.o the president, who has made the 
statement that- Dixon ought to 
eiect a 
monument to Frank 


Cearns because of his attainments 
and intellectual ability. 


Kearns was manager of the 


American Radiator Co. factory and 
nterests in Milan Italy, rebuilt 
the American Radiator plant in 


ermany and also managed a sim- 
lar enterprise in Spain. His knowl- 
edge and talents were valuable to 
.he government during World War 
I. A sister. Miss" Sarah Kearns, 
ives in Chicago and Dixon. 


l8SI—C*nt*nnlat—1951 


Assembly Park 
Began in 1899 


About 1888 the Rock river as- 


sembly held its -first meeting in a 
big tent at the Governor Charters 
•state, now Hazelvvood, which was 
a great success. 


The following year the assembly 


bought Lloyd's park, about five 
miles along the north shore of the 
Rock river just east of the "Dixon 
city limits. Then Lloyd's farm, 50 
acres adjoining the park, was pur- 
chased, where a wooden taber- 
nacle was built. 


A year later a hotel and a large 


auditorium were erected. The au- 
ditorium had a self-suspended roof 
with no pillars or posts so that 
every person had a clear view of 
the platform. Seating capacity 
was 5,000. 


That was before the days of the 


automobile. People attended the 
assembly by the thousands. Hun- 
dreds camped on the grounds, 
stayed at the hotel or rented rooms 
nearby. Both the Illinois Central 
and the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroads ran special excursion 
trains to the assembly on the days 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY 


OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


7a WIST AQAMS •TMKKT 
. 


' 
CHICAGO 3. ILLINOIS , 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Celebrating 100 years of service to » community is not a routine 


event. When that service is unparalleled in th« history of the 
community, the event is rare indeed. Such unparalleled service ha* 
been rendered to the people of Dixon and surrounding area by the 
Dixon Evening Telegraph. 
' 
' 


I congratulate the Telegraph on its centennial birthday and I 
congratulate the people of this area for having: the Telegraph available 
to them every work day evening. I congratulate the Shaw family for 
keeping the Telegraph free and unfettered— in abort, for a good Job 
In publishing a good newspaper. 


Where you find a good newspaper, you find a good community. 


Where you find an enlightened newspaper, you find an enlightened 
community/ The Telegraph is that kind of a newspaper and Dixon 
and its environs make up that kind of a community. 


I hope that every success will continue to mark the Telegraph'* 


efforts in the new century of service now starting, > 


Cordially yours, 
G. B. FLUEHR 
Executive Officer 
, 


Public Service Co. of N. HI., Chicago. 


, THE DAILY NEWS-TRIBUNE 


THE DAILY KIT COMTAXT 


Strvinf Lt Sailr, Surit* Put*** W Ltt CowUtM 


LA SALLE, ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, 
Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
' 


Please'accept the most sincere congratulations of the News- 


Tribune on the 100th anniversary of The Dixon Evening Telegraph. 


For a century The Dixon Evening Telegraph has been a guiding 


force and a great asset to Dixon and the surrounding country. I know 
that the community appreciates the excellent newspaper it has enjoysd 
for the past century. It is indeed indebted to The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph. And, as it is indebted to the Telegraph, so is it indebted 
to the Shaw family who for this 100 year period have so successfully 
guided the destinies of the Telegraph. 


And please accept our congratulations to you personally for the 


excellent job you have done as publisher of The Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph. In your lifetime of publishing you have done much to raise 
the standard of journalism here in the great middlewest. Those of us 
who are engaged in any facet of newspaper publishing are fortunate 
to be be able to call you an associate. 


With all best wishes for the continued success and good fortune 


of The Dixon Evening Telegraph and with all good wishes to you 
personally, I am 


* 
Sincerely yours, 
PETER MILLER 


Dixou's 'Flying 
Hand9 Mystery 
Still Unsolved 


By H. W. MOBRIS 


Many years ago, about 9 p. m. 


ou a quiet summer night, a vio- 
lent explosion ocurred in Dixon. 


People asked, "What was the 


noises?" "What do you suppose 
happened?" Soon all was quiet 
again except on Ottawa avenue 
between Sixth and Seventh streets. 
' In approximately the middle of 
that block on the east side of the 
street a cement wall and concrete 
steps had been violently shaken 
and pushed through the sidewalk. 
The wall and steps had originally 
led to a house up on a slope. 


The Flying Hand 


A woman was sick and lying in 


bed in the house. When the ex- 
plosion occurred, a part 
of a 


man's hand bVoke a window and 
fell on the bed beside her. 


Persons from the neighborhood 


combed the area surrounding the 
house. 
About 10 feet from the 


hole stood a telephone pole cov- 
ered with human flesh, 
which 


was driven right into the wood. 


The next morning a small piece 


of a skull was found 100 feet 
away on the opposite side of the 
street, and part of a human foot 
was found on Galena avenue, one 
block away. 


No One Missing 


A check through the commun- 


ity found that no one was miss- 
ing and the remains which were 
discovered could not be identified. 


The mystery of who the person 


was, what he was 
doing, 
and 


•what caused the explosion is un- 
solved today. 


tSSl—Ctnttnnial—IfII— 
RAPID RISE 


Henry Clay was chosen Speaker 


of the U. S. House of Representa- 
tives the day he began his first 
term- in that body, according to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. 


of the major attractions. 


Famous speakers, singers and 


entertainers from all over the 
world have pleased the vast crowds 
that attended the assembly. 
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PLANNED TO SECEDE 


On Jan. 22,1842, a general meet- 


ing of Ogle county citizens was 
held at Oregon for the purpose of 
considering the expediency of ad- 
vising and effecting a separation 
of this section of the state from 
the state of Illinois, and annexing 
the same to Wisconsin. 


Typewriters repaired by factory 
trained expert. AH makes of 
standard machines, new and 
reconditioned portables for sale 
or rent. 
DIXON BUSINESS COLLEGE 


OUR PRIVILEGE 


It has been our privilege to serve this area with 
the finest foods. Even though we have been in 
business* only a short time, we want you to know 
that quality, service andv honest value are always 
yours at Cline's Royal Blue . . . in the past, now 
and in the future— 


FRANK CLINE 


CLINE'S ROYAL BLUE 


302 First St. 
Phone 3-1031 


FIRESTONE BRAKE SERVICE! 


VISIT THIS SHOP 


DIXON 


SURE TO STOP! 


106-114 
Piorit Aw. 
SERVICE 


PHONE 
4-1531 


Nt/ASERV 
SCHOOL 


SUNDl/d DAY SCHOOL. 


"We Record Only Sunny Hours" 


We cut, we paste, we paint, we 


sing. 


In fact we do 'most everything. 


Ages 3 to 5 


Marguerite Richardson 


Director 


TELEPHONE 3-7943 


THE COPLEY PRESS. INC- 


STATE JOURNAL BUILDING* 


-SPRINOFICLD. ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Mabel 8. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
' 
~ 


Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
I 


It la really something'when a newspaper reaches its hundredth 


birthday, and it is certainly of great historical significance when during 
the entire century it has remained in the ownership of a single family. 


Congratulations and best wishes for the continued success of the 


Dixon Evening Telegraph! 
•> 


Sincerely. 
A. W. SHIPTON. 
President. 
The Copley Press, Inc. 


* 
Springfield, 111. 


DIXON STATE HOSPITAL 
* 


CHARLES K, BUSH. M. D.. •UPERl'-TENDINT 


DIXON. ILLINOIS 
' , 


Mrs. E. E. Shaw 
c/o Dixon Evening Telegraph 
East First Street 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
. 


The Lee County Medical Society wishes to add its congratu- 
lations to the many others you have received on attaining the 100th 
Anniversary of the Dixon Evening Telegraph. 
^ 


Your newspaper has a history of devoted service to this area and 


we are sure this will continue. 


May your second century of publication be even happier, more 


profitable, and more satisfactory than the first. 


Sincerely. 
CHARLES K. BUSH, M.D. 
President 
,Lee County Medical Society 


Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
EVERY 1000 MILES * 


Worlds Largest Seller 


NEWMAN MOTOR SALES CO. 


76-88 OTTAWA AVENUE 


DIAL 2-0271 


iiiiiiiiiiiinimiimiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiinn? 


HENRY M. JENSEN 


General Contractor 


PUBLIC and PRIVATE 


CONSTRUCTION 


AIR PLACED CONCRETE 


BUILDING CLEANING 


SAND BLASTING 


TUCK POINTING 


WATER-PROOFING 


CONCRETE DEMOLITION 


CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS 


WALKS and WALLS 


Free Estimates 


DIAL 3-5141 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


'SFAFLRI 
: WSPAPLRI 
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ROCKFORD MORNING STAR 
itarfcfcrfe &g!*far-ftrpublir 
M O R N I N G • E V E N I N G • S U N D A Y 
ratuKfj (•> 


KOCKFORD CONSOLIDATED NEWSPAPERS. 
INC 


ROCKFORD. ILLINOIS 


fewrs. Mabel S. Shaw. Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


You are about to celebrate the centennial of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph. If the Rockford Register-Republic were not so close to its 
own one hundred years in 1950, we should be quite envious of you. 


But being somewhat of an ancient ourselves, we may enter into 


your happiness without disquietude. 


What impresses your contemporaries in midwest journalism is 
not altogether the antiquity of the Telegraph, but rather more the 
long and outstanding record of the Shaw family in the Dixon enterprise, 
)ind the continuing united participation of the present generation. 


I have read with great pleasure a 'brief history of the Dixon 


Telegraph, and I rejoice not only in the highlights of its adventure 
over a century of time, but in the personal and family devotions that 
must have gone into its publication from year to year. 


Let me, therefore, on behalf of the Rockford Register Republic . 
and the Rockford Star, express to you personally, to the Shaw family, 
and to those who labor with you, our heartiest congratulations that 
the Dixon Evening Telegraph has come thus far in honor and 
distinction. 


Faithfully yours, 
BARNEY THOMPSON 


fEdition Sent 
To 48 States, 
Asia, Europe 


The story of Rock River valley 


as It occurred in three counties 
surrounding Dixon will go into 
fiomes in 48 states, Canada and 
many foreign countries today. 


Demands for this giant his- 


torical record have been pouring 
into the circulation department of 
this newspaper for many days 
now. Many former residents and 
relatives of local people are de- 
sirous of securing ,this special 
edition for family libraries and 
records. 


Men and women in the armed 


'orces in Asia and Europe will be 
receiving copies of the edition as 
& result of the thoughtfulness of 
friends and relatives who have 
placed orders during recent weeks. 
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Fulton Brothers 
Contributed Much 
JTo The Telegraph 


William and Robert Fulton are 


two brothers who gave a lifetime 
of valuable service to The Tele- 
graph and they should be spoken 
of in this Centennial Edition. 


"Billy" Fulton was advertising 


manager and office manager for 
Fhe Telegraph for many years and 
?ave his entire life to the service 
5f this newspaper. Intensely loyal 
uid of Invaluable service. "Bob" 
J'ulton, 
who 
was 
circulation 


manager of The Telegraph, like 


Recall Days of 
One-Horse Drays 
For Hauling Mail 


Before the days of the two 


horse trucks in Dixon, three one- 
horse drays were operated by Dan 
Bresnehan, an Irishman, who drove 
an ugly black horse; Peter Men- 
ton, a Dutchman who drove a bay 
horse, and William McVey, a 
Scotchman who drove a grey 
horse. 


These drays were very strong 


and heavy. The rear of the drays 
sloped close to the ground to facili- 
tate easy loading. 


One can see how the volume of 


merchandise has increased as these 
three one-horse drays conveyed all 
freight to and from depots and 
stores. 


Bresnehan also had the contract 


to carry the mail between the 
depots and the postoffice. In those 
days the mail was carried in one 
leather pouch about one foot long 
by 2'a feet wide. 


Compare that with the mail to- 


day. Now it arrives by carload 
after carload. As mail facilities 
increase, so does the mail increase. 
Postage was five cents a letter in 
those times. Papers were few 
and contained little advertising. 


his brother, Billie, never worked 
any other place. 


They both contributed all their 


efforts to the success of the paper 
and both continued their 
loyal 


work as long as their health per- 
mitted and were on 'the payroll 
from the time they were boys in 
their teens until their deaths. 


HUGH CRUSE, in charge of maintenance at the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph has been with the organization several years. Hugh is 
an artisan in many lines and keeps things running and in good 


operation all over the plant. 


Little and Brooks 
General Store Was 
Early Trade Center 


Little and Brooks General store 


was.a large trading post on River 
street in the early days. Custo- 
mers came from as far as Aurora 
and Galena to trade and the most 
of Northern Illinois was familiar 
with the store. 


P. M. Alexander, Andrew Bru- 


baker and Isaac Jones all clerked 
in the store and later went into 
business for themselves. The 'store 


traded merchandise for farm prod- 
ucts. One of P. M. Alexander's 
duties was to load goods on the 
flat-boats going down the river to 
St. Louis to be disposed of, boats 
and all, each fall. Isaac Jones later 
operated the Quaker City store in 
Dixon. 
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BUILT TO I'LEASE HER 


The Hanging Gardens of Baby- 


lon are supposed to have been a 
part of the palace at the Baby- 
lonian capital. Tradition says the 
gardens were built by King Nebu- 
chadnezzar 
for 
his wife, 
who 


longed for something resembling 
her native hills in Media. 


MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS 


•HEATING £ IMPROVEMENT CO. 


S3S N. GALENA AVE. 
DBXON. 


Inlet Drainage Plan Added 
35,000 Acres for Farming 


One of Le« county's most ambi- 


tious undertakings is the Inlet 
swamp drainage district project, 
which has turned 35,000 acres of 
former swampland into one of the 
county'* r i c h e s t agricultural 
areas. 


The Inlet swamp area, located 


in the townships of Alto. Willow 
Creek, Reynolds, Viola, Bradford 
and Lee Center, before 1887 was a 
large, marshy tract largely cov- 
ered with water during th« wet 
season of the year and was good 
for %io other purpose than for 
hunting wildfowl and game which 
took refuge in the swamp. 


The 
drainage 
district 
was 


organized in the Lee county court 
under Judge R. S. Farrand, on 
Aug. 5, 1887, and the court began 
a series of assessments on prop- 
erty owners of the swamplands 
for reclaiming the area as agri- 
cultural property. 


A pioneer in the project, which 


undertook the big task of cutting 
a series of ditches and a channel 


to an outlet at Green river, was 
Ira Brewer. 
The first commis- 


sioners were E. C. Parsons. Wesley 
Steward and John Nellcs. A. C. 
Bardwell was attorney for the 
drainage district, which began the 
work amid objections from land- 
owners and from a group which 
wished to keep the swamp for a 
game refuge and another group 
which wished to keep the water- 
filled swamp to operate water 
mills. 


Several assessments were made 


through the years in carrying out 
the drainage plans, the largest 
being 
the 
eighth assessment 


ordered by the county court under 
Judge Robert H. Scott in 1911. 
which provided for deepening the 
Green river 
channel 
ten1 feet 


through an area which included a 
natural rock barrier. 
Commis- 


sioners who carried out the chan- 
nel deepening project at the time 
were Xavlcr F. Gehant, B. J. 
Lane and B. F. Johnson. 
I 
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Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois. 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


i know there is great pride and joy in your heait as May 1 


approaches, bringing with it the centennial birthday of The Dixon 
Evening Telegraph. 


For over thirty years of the forty-two you have been publisher, I 


have marveled at your deep and sincere interest in people and the great 
capacity you have shown for kindly treatment of their trials and 
tribulations. 


Your guiding hands have helped George. Ben and Robert to make 


The Telegraph Dtxon's number one booster and builder. You have 
printed the news as you found it Without color or discrimination. You 
have editorialized for the common good of every nan, woman and child 
in the Dixon area. 


Congratulations, Mis. Shaw! 


Cordially, 
C. RAYMOND LONG, Publisher 
Elgin Courier-News. Elgin. 111. 


A REAL 


Home - Brightener! 


This whimsical farm scene sparkles as 
one of the season's brightest wallpapers. 
Curly-tailed pigs, flat-footed chickens 
and wooly lambs all give the demure 
farm wife an attentive audience. Mr. 
Farmer trots off to feed the horses ... 
and you can "settle back to enjoy the 
charm of your bright new room. This 
design has a childlike simplicity that is 
humorous and attractive, certain to be 
different. — Presented for Your Home 
Beautification at Vandenberg's. 


Vandenberg Paint Co. 


204 First Street 
Dial 4-0711 


BANQUETS 
WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS 


PARTIES 
PICNICS 


S-OTSi. 


CATCHING SERVICE 
For Fine Catering Service 
For Fine 'Eating Out9 Service 
~ See Glenn 'Skip1 Camery 


at the 


33 Years of Excellent Eating . . . ! 


Presenting delicious cuisine from 1918 to the present is the proud record of Glenn "Skip' 
Camery. Consistently offering fine food—whether through his catering service, the 
only one in Dixon, or in the beautiful dining rooms of the Nachusa Hotel—"Skip" has 
established a reputation in this area that is hard to match. 


Not content to rest on past laurels, Skip stresses he will cater to any size group; none' 
too large or too small, and will serve anywhere. Distance holds no objection. Many 
of you satisfied patrons will attest that Skip's catering service is excellent... at parties, 
receptions, banquets, or picnics. And many will again phone 3-6621 to be assured of 
this fine service. 


Delicious food is the word, too, at the Nachusa Hotel dining rooms which Skip man- 
ages and operates. The main dining room and two banquet rooms (for your private 
parties) have recently been remodeled so that you can dine in a setting befitting the 
cuisine. Hours of the main dining room: Week Days—6:30 to 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
5 to 8 p.m. "Sundays—7ito 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Reservations 
for banquet rooms may be made by phoning 3-1641. 


Skip wishes to take this opportunity to thank you for your past patronage, and to assure 
you he will continue to serve those delicious meals, whatever the occasion. 


SPAPFRI 


Nachusa Hotel 
Dining Room 


o 
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Telegraph Glances Back, Sports Fa 
Ahead 


SPORTS 


IH iu <& IH 
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Let's take a mental walk Into the past along with the 


rest of The Evening Telegraph on this once-ln-a-ocntury 
day. 
LETS TAKE THAT imaginary walk, or better yet, a horse 


and buery ride along the beat The Telegraph's sports editor might 
SSve covered during those first struggling years of this newspaper's 
existence. 


Of course, the sports editor was as yet a Journalistic 


aonentiy In those days, but he was soon to appear on the 
scene midst a torrent of adjectives. 
Many readers, per- 


haps justifiably so, claim the torrent hasn't been stemmed to 
thlTday. But that Is moving afield from our proposed jaunt. 
OUR AGGRESSIVE YOUNG sportswriter would have concen- 


trated his efforts on such popular pastimes as cricket, horse racing 
(both of the saddle and harness variety), foot racing, billiards and 
walking—yes, walking. 
« was, In fact, quite a day In the Dixon sports life of 


1859 when The Telegraph could report, "Mr. Santee, our 
treat pedestrian, has just returned from a thousand mile 
tramp through Iowa," It Isn't recorded that way, but we 
shall assume that Mr. Santee was one of the earliest de- 
votees of the physical culture philosophy now expounded by 
Benarr McFadden. 


NOT UN'TIL 1861 could our reporter record the information, 


"Baseball is all the rage at present" A bit of editorializing then 
creeps into his report as he says: "There can be no better way 
for persons of sedentary employments to secure the exercise neces- 
sary to good health, than by playing baseball." 


X 
But those persons "of sedentary employments" were 


rare birds in the Dlxoa of 1861. Most Dixonites still lived 
a life not far removed from that of the early pioneers. It 
would have been folly, for Instance, for our sports editor to 
have paid too much attention to such modern pastimes as 
hunting and fishing. 
These "sports" often provided the 


only meat that adorned his readers' tables. 
IN THOSE EARLY years of The Telegraph's existence, the 


sports editor would have had no worries about such sports as foot- 
ball basketball, golf and tennis. The first two still hadn't been in- 
troduced in America and the latter pair was still too genteel for 
• growing, hard-working society. 


Our sports editor back In those early days would have 


boubled in brass as society editor on many of his Items. 
For these were the days when both sexes participated In 
many of the most popular sports. These were the days of 
Ice skating parties and sleigh rides. - 
BUT IN THESE infant days of The Telegraph, our sports edi- 


tor seldom lacked a variety of Hems with which to spellbind his 
' readers. Take the impromptu appearance of a strong man, one 
. Yankee Sampson, who was no less mighty than his Biblical coun- 
terpart If we are to believe The Telegraph's 1870 account of his 


' Dixon antics: 


"He raised and balanced a plow upon his chin; bent an 


Iron bar over his arm, and held a large rock upon his breast, 
to be broken with a sledge hammer." 
SOUNDS LIKE a natural for TV, doesn't he? 


, 


Ye«, our old-time editor had plenty.of material with 


which to fill Ws columns. But even In those early days the 
sporting clan and sports writers were characterized by 4he 
••better rack tomorrow" outlook so typical today. Take an- 
other 1870 Item, for example. It Beeira the Dixon River- 
side* were meeting the Chicago Potter Palmer* In a friendly, 
but high-wiring game of baseball. The visitors led S8 to 
31 when darkness halted the game. This was duly reported 
by our sport* editor, but he also slipped In this note: 


The game commenced at S p. m., and before the ninth 


Inning wa» completed darkness Intervened, and we- would 
say, In a whisper, saved the Potter boys the unpleasantness 


. of » defeat." 
• 
• 
• * 


IT IS IN that same optimistic tradition that this 100 anniver- 
sary sports page is keyed to the future of sports in the Dixon area. 


Bright Future 
For Ones Who 
Play, Watch 
Natural Facilities 
For Many Sports 
Bless Dixon Area 


While The Dixon Evening 


Telegraph looks back on a 
century of experience in the 
newspaper business, sports 
fans, as usual, are looking to 
the future. 
• Fortunately, that future is 
a bright one for the Dixon 
fans. And the picture is equ- 
ally promising for the ones 
who like to participate and 
for those who like to watch 
sports action. 
Those who like to play are 


favored in many ways. 
Mother 


Nature helped take care of that. 
Perhaps no other area in Illinois 
has so many natural opportunities 
for sports and recreation of all 
kinds. 


Three Golf Courses 


Three sporty golf courses lie 


waiting within a 10-minute ride of 
Dixon. Two bowling establish- 
ments offer recreation to hundreds 
of Dixonites. 


Hunting and fishing enthusiasts 


can find the finest opportunities 
to enjoy their favorite pastime 
waiting almost at their back doors. 
(Lysle Pletsch elaborates on these 
opportunities in a special story for 
sportsmen below.) 


A fine municipal swimming pool 


serves the community and the 
area. Tennis courts are readily 
available. And one of the finest 
municipal park setups in the state 
provides plenty of room for pic- 
nics and scenic relaxation. 


Spectators Fortunate 


Spectator sports are no less 


plentiful and should continue to 
provide recreation for thousands in 
the future as they have in Dixon's 
past. 


Foremost of these, perhaps, Is 


the Dixon high school athletic pro- 
gram. A numerous and able staff 
of coaches helps train the many 
boys who perform before the pub- 
lic each year. This is a two-way 
program, of benefit to both sides. 
The boys are aided by the friendly 
competition of an interscholastlc 
athletic program; 
at the same 


time^thelr young bodies are being 
devefoped physically. 


On the other side of this picture, 


the high school games, particular- 
ly basketball and football, provide 
a constant sports diet for specta- 
tors during the school year. 


Baseball Handy 


When the high school athletes 
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In the Spring a Young Man's Fancy Turns to 


Dixon, Illinois, Tuesday, May 1,1951 


Polo Predicts 
Bright Future 
For Wilson 


. AU an, pupU. 


DIXON AREA SPORTSMEN HAVE PROMISING FUTURE 
* * * * * * * 
vr * * . * * * * / , * ' £ ^ *j 
Fishing to Improve, But 50-Duck Days Are Gone for Good 


are taking things easy during the 
summer months, various sports 
provide a constant fare for the 
ticket-buying public. 


Baseball and softball are the 


main sports in this category. 
Reynolds field' offers 
especially 


good facilities for both regularly 
scheduled games and outstanding 
exhibition games. 
. 


During the .past few years 


Dixon sports fans have seldom 
wanted for varied sports entertain- 
ment. If anything, this situation 
should be even better In the future. 


OREGON LOOKS AHEAD 
Oregon high school is looking to 


the future of its athletic program 
with a fine grade school sports 
program. 
This includes a new 


grade school gymnasium in which 
future basketball stars will be 
developed 


River WHdllfe refuge. Their num- 
bers, here, probably do not exceed 


THEY BIT 


By LYSLE R. PIETSCH 


Before the White Man started his civilization crusade, Illinois 


abounded with bison, black bear, elk, cougar, wild turkey, sharp-tailed 
grouse, passenger pigeon, marten, fisher and otter. This group of 
animals has been completely exterminated in their wild form from Il- 
linois.Although market hunting and excessive trapping contributed to 
the downfall of many of these species, destruction of desirable habitat 
often was equally or more responsible. 


Our forefathers changed Illinois 


from a land of prairies and wooded 
hills and bottoms into an almost 
continuous belt of farms dotted, 
here and there, with a city or 
town. In the wake of this trans- 
formation 
followed 
a 
marked 


change in the numbers and species 
of wildlife in Illinois. 


Elk were still sighted on the 


west banks of the Illinois river as 
late as 1818. The last buffalo Is 
reported to have been shot in 1837 
near the town of Troy Grove in 
LaSalle county. The last flight of 
passenger pigeons to pass through 
Illinois was seen in 1895. 


Beaver, Deer Back 


Two mammals which at one time 


became extinct in Illinois have 
been restored. The beaver, which 
now occurs in 45 counties including 
Lee, Whlteside and Ogle, was 
brought back in 1935. The white- 
tailed deer, now found in 68 coun- 
ties, and also present in the loca] 
counties, was relntroduccd in the 
1890's. 


Formerly the prairie chicken 


was well distributed over Illinois' 
prairies; now the only remaining 
flocks in Northern Illinois of any 
consequence are found in Lee coun- 
ty in the vicinity of the Green 


EARL TBLLETT, 13, of Oregon 
found Mr. Pietsch's statement 
about plentiful fishing to be a 
truthful 
one. He caught this 


string at the Oregon dam. 


50 birds. Their decline can be at- 
tributed to intensified farming 
operations and overshooting. There 
has not been an open season on 


prairie Chicken since 1933. 


Pheasants Abound 


Now, as partial replacements for 


some former abundant game birds, 
we have two exotic species in this 
vicinity, one very well established, 
the other barely able to hold its 
own. The all important ring-neck- 
ed pheasant was released in this 
area about the turn of the century. 
Its ability to cope with and even 
thrive under our modern methods 
of tilling the soil is phenominal and 
needs no elaboration. 


The chukar partridge has had 


ample time to become as numerous 
as the pheasant, but some un- 
known'factor or factors have lim- 
ited its numbers and range. It is 
not felt that poaching, in itself, is 
responsible for their failure to 
"take hold." 


Local Swamps Drained 


In passing, we should mention 


some of the waterfowl shooting 
available in this region in years 
gone by. The upper reaches of 
Green river, before being drained, 
offered some of the best duck and 
goose shooting known in this part 
of the country. This so-called 
"swamp" used to be made up of 
three separate swamp areas, the 
Inlet, Binghamton and Green river. 
The hunting here was so attractive 
well-to-do gunners came 
from 


many'miles around to enjoy this 
sport 
Code Established 


In 1903 the game and fish code 


was established by legislative ac- 
tion. From that year on, hunting 


THE AUTHOR 


LYSLE R. PIETSCH 


The author of this article, a 
Dixon resident, is well quali- 
fied to write on the subject of 
wildlife. 
A graduate of the 


University of Michigan, he is 
presently, employed by the II: 
linois Conservation depart- 
ment on cooperative 
pro- 


grams 'With Illinois Natural 
History survey. Much of this 
work has been in connection 
with the . Rock river deer 


' vrange 


. 


licenses were required while gun- 
ning for wild animals. In 1905 the 


PROVED IN MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN- 
Non-professional drivers in 32 latest model American 
stock cars chalked up an amazing 23.923 miles per 
gallon in this year's grueling, 840-mile Los Angeles- 
to-Grand Canyon Mobilgas Economy Run... proof 
that you, too, can improve the performance of 
your carl 


YOU CAN GET ,IT, T001 
For top mileage, do as these 
drivers did—keep your car in 
tip-top shape—use Mobilgas 
or Mobilgas Special, drive 
sensibly! See us for Friendly 
Service! 


Newman Motor Sales Co. 


7M8 OTTAWA AVINUI 


DIAL 2-0271 


In Our llth Year of Serving Your Visual Needs 


A SCIENTIFIC 


ANALYSIS 


GLASSES PRESCRIBED 
ONty If NECESSARy 


DR. RALPH COBB 


Optometrist 


DR. R. W. .._ 
Optometrist 


DR. RALPH O 


AND ASSOCIATES 


Hoars: 9 to 5. Evenings by Appointment 


City National Bank Building 


F. BOLANDEB 


Master Optician 


To Avoid Waiting, Dial 4-0681 


Dixon 


POLO — Fans around this sports- 


minded town who have watched a 
long parade of outstanding athletes 
pass through Polo high school 
through the past years are keep- 
ing an eye on big George Wilson 
these days. 


They think this talented Polo 


junior has a fine sports future in 
•view. And he's already off to a. J) 
good start on it. 


For Wilson not only throws 


Coach Bob Breckenbridge's foot- 
balls some 60 yards with little ap- 
parent effort, he also throws the - 
discus almost that far after only 
one year of track experience. 


Debut Interesting 


There is an interesting story be- 


hind Wilson's track debut. As a 
sophomore at Polo high last 
he had to be coaxed to give 
spring sport a try. 


"Heck, I can't do anything in 


track," he told Breckenbridge. 


All he did during his first year 


in the sport was win three firsts in 
the Blackhawk conference fresh- 
man-sophomore meet, setting a 
new frosh-soph record of 129 feet, 
. inches in his specialty, the dis- 


cus. 


He Improves 
_ 


He has improved on that toss1* 


by almost 10 feet since last season 
and still is setting records. On 
April 24, he broke the old Fulton 
Relays discus mark with a throw 
of 136 feet, 4% inches. And he 
expects to hit 140 feet soon. 


As quarterback on the Marco 


football team, Wilson's biggest 
problem next fall may be the same 
as Breckenbridge's. The problem 
is one of finding one or more re--^ 
ceivers who can field Wilson's long-*' 
passes. 
Breckenbridge likes to tell about 


the convincing one Oregon fan re- 
ceived on Wilson's passing abili- 
ties. 


Typical Battle 


• "It was a typical Oregon-Polo 
football game," Breckenbridge re- 
calls. "The score was tied with 
only a few seconds to play before 
the half. 
,'§ 
"I heard one Oregon fan behind-^ 


our bench say, 'Polo would have a 
pretty good team if they only had 
a passer.' 
"Just a moment later we took 


over the ball at about midf ield and 
with the clock running out, Wilson 
pitched four passes into the end 
zone before the half ended. And 
the sad part of it was, three ot 
then* should have been caught 


"But at least they quieted 


Oregon fan as far as our pas 
was 
concerned," Breckenbridge 


concluded. 


change. Previously he took to the 


season on ducks was six months 
long; 50 ducks per day was the 
legal limit 


A total of 270,000 hunting and 


500,000 hunting licenses and about 
in 1935. This compares with over 
400,000 hunting licenses and about 
750,000 fishing licenses purchased 
last year. These figures give some 
insight into the greatly increased 
demand for hunting and fishing. 


What About Future? 


The question then arises: What 


is the future of Illinois fish and 
wildlife? Well, this much is cer- 
tain: The picture is not pessimis- 
tic. Our game laws have become 
increasingly more strict. 


These have been beneficial, in 


most instances, to the pertinent 
game and fur animals. In coming 
years one can expect some restric- 
tions to become more strict while 
others may be relaxed somewhat 


The recent tendency towards 


less fishing restrictions can be ex- 
pected to continue. Research by 
fishery biologists have conclusive- 
ly demonstrated that most of our 
lakes and streams are under-fished 
rather than over-fished. 


Reproduce Rapidly 


In general, fish are able to re- 


produce so rapidly they frequent- 
ly become overcrowded, which re- 
sults in stunting. The possibility of 
over-fishing such species as blue- 
gills, large mouth bass, crappies 
and yellow perch has been found 
to be quite remote. 


There has been a notable change 


in the interest farmers have been 
taking 
towards wildlife cover. 


Years ago the movement was to- 
wards "clearing the land" and 
clean fanning; now many farming 
people have taken an active part 
in preserving what wildlife food 
and cover they have and in re- 
storing some areas by planting 
pine trees, multiflora rose, lespe- 
deaza blcolor, reeds, canary grass, 
etc. More game will result from 
these steps. 


Attitude* Change 


The attitude of many sportsmen 


has gone through a complete 


field with the hope of filling his 
bag; now he is often more con- 
cerned with hunting from- the as- 
pects of recreation. To be sure, this 
attitude has not been adopted by 
all hunters. 


In conclusion, two species of ani 


mals which have been on the pro- 
tected list for many, many years 
are destined to be taken legally 
again soon. Beaver will probably 
be the first to undergo an open 
season. In the not too-distant fu- 
ture deer will be hunted in Illinois 
again — perhaps only in the south- 
ern part of the state. 


Future landowner feelings will 


govern the feasibility of opening 
a deer season in this area, 


He Calls Signals 


Asked what kind of a signal 


caller Wilson is, Breckenridge 
said: 


"He's got plenty of imagination. 


Sc- much so that I have a hard 
time convincing him that his way 
isn't always best" 


Wilson, who stands 5-11 anc^ 


weighs 185 solid pounds, called his 
first Polo signals last season as 
a sophomore. This season he will 
be co-captain of the team along 
with Ray Buisker. 
A better-than-average student, 


Wilson also has musical talents 
that keep him in demand as an en- 
tertainer at high school functions. 
The piano is his specialty, but he 
also has a good singing voice. It 
was his piano playing prowes^| 
which caused Breckenbridge to in- 
troduce him as "a kitten on the 
keys, but a tiger on the football 
field" at the athletic banquet held 
in Polo recently. 


Wilson comes by his musical 


talent naturally. His mother Is a" 
former professional entertainer, « 
member of a singing act 


FUTURE ASHTON ACES 


.ASHTON COACH Paul Crafts expects to have enough material 
to field future Ashton baseball teams, but if he doesn't, he may 
have to call on at least part of his family pictured above with him 
after a recent practice. At left with bat is his daughter, Barbara 
Kay, 8, and the young man with the glo\-e is his son, Kenny,4, 


who hopes to grow into a catcher soon. 
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Area Towns Insure Sports Futures With New Gyms 
Mt. Morris 
Building Will 
House 1,500 
Mounder Gridders 
Expected to Use 
Facilities First 
MT. MORRIS—They take 


their sports seriously arounc 
this town—seriously enough 
to pay some attention to its 
sports future. 


Mt. Morris can point to an 


illustrious sports past, bu 
the fans here expect even bet 
ter things from their high 
school athlete's when the cur 
rent building program is com 
pleted. 


For Mt. Morris is modern 


izing its physical facilities 
with the building of a new 
gymnasium, a modern gym 
with ample seating and prac 
tice space. 


Dressing rooms are expected to 


be ready for occupancy by the Mt 
Morris football team next fall. 


Hope It's Finished 


"I only hope the gym is f inishec 


in time for the basketball season,' 
Coach J. R. Worley said recently 


Mr. Worley has good reason for 


wishing same as he has almost the 
same team back next fall that 
won 23 out of 25 games during 
the 1950-51 season. That means 
the Mounder fans will be turning 
out in droves again next season to 
see some more of the same. 


The new gym will have a seat- 


ing capacity of 1,500, a figure 
which should take care of the 
crowd even on the busiest night 
at the box office. 


About Playing Floor 


The playing floor will be of 


regulation size, and when tempo- 
rary seats are moved, two practice 
courts, each 45 feet long and 75 
feet wide, will be available. 


Included in the "extras" fea- 


tured in the new building will be a 
drying room for equipment and a 
special dressing room for officials. 
Spacious locker rooms and shower 
rooms also will help to make this 
one of the most' modern athletic 
plants in the state. 


This new building, located just 


south of the present Mt. Morris 
school building, has been termed 
the "noise building" by Worley. 


Houses Noise Makers 


It will house all of the classes 


and activities that tend to destroy 
the silence supposedly encouraging 
to academic concentration. 
Such 


noise-producers as manual train- 
ing, band, physical education and 
even agriculture will make their 
home 
in 
the 
new 
building; 


Shakespeare and his other high- 
brow friends will remain in the 
old one. 


At least one feature of the new 


building, the cafeteria in the base- 
ment,- should prove popular to 
members of both the academic and 
the 
physical sides 
of school 


activity. 


Regional Slated ' 


'Worley is especially anxious for 


the new gym to be finished next 
season because Mt. Morris is slated 
to get the regional basketball 
tourney assignment. 


The Mounders bowed out of the 


state basketball finals race this 
season in the finals of the regional 
meet at Rochelle against the Hubs. 
Worley would like to avenge that 
defeat, especially on his home 
floor. 
. 


Still in the future at Mt Morris 


is a well-lighted football field and 
track setup. This project ia in 
the blueprint stage and awaits an 
okay by the voters in a bond issue 
ballot. 


Other Facilities 


Other outdoor facilities range 


from adequate to excellent. The 
Mt. Morris high school golfers 
have the use of the Sunset Coun- 
try Club for their matches and 
practice. Two concrete 
tennis 


courts get plenty of use in the 
summer and can be flooded in the 
winter for ice skating. 
Softball 


and baseball are played on the 
school's diamond. 


All told, Mt. Morris soon will 


have the physical plant for an 
ideal indoor athletic setup. The 
picture will be just about perfect 
if the football-track proposal be- 
comes a reality. 


PAWPAW LOSES 


PAWPAW—Earlville's 
visiting 


baseball team proved too tough for 
Pawpaw here Monday, winning 11- 
3 over the home club. 


FARM SEEDS 


Alfalfa 


Sweet Clover 
Red Clover 


Timothy 


Bronte Grass 


''ASSEY HARDWARE 


It GaltM Avt. DM 24S11 


Maunders Will Score Here 


THIS IS THE ARCHITECT'S drawing of the new gymnasium being built in Mt. Morris. It will 
house Coach J. R. Worley's basketball Mounders and will contain football dressing rooms and other 
sports facilities. The building also will do double duty as a home for all school subjects which produce 
noise—manual training, physical education, band, etc. 


The 
Morning 


After- 


By "FRIDAY" 


The final standings in the Lin- 


coln Lanes Classic league are: 
CLASSIC LEAGUE FINAL STANDI.NCN 
Flaynor Mfg 
63 
33 


Dixon One-Stop 
59 
37 
Manhattan Cafe 
54 
-12 
Jam» Billiards 
53 
43 
Ramsey Transfer 
53 
43 
Pete Millers 
63 
43 
Jloyds 
52 
44 


Baylor & Co 
51 
4% 


Dixon Grain 
51 
45 


f>lowmans 
50 
46 
Poit Deluxe 
4<< 
4S 


Howell & Rels 
40 
50 
Hank Henrys 
46 
50 
Mellotts 
45 
51 
•aradettes 
45 
51 


Uaehuea 
44 
52 
Belers 
42 
M 


Dixon Appliance 
38 
5S 
Vlrth, Heaters 
38 
58 
3abson Farms 
29 
67 
ilgh Ind. game—Howard Hahn 
25S 


With everything else in the 


>aper carrying 
the 
centennial 


heme it might interest the kcg- 
ers to know that just about 100 
years ago bowling, which was then 
cnown as nine-pins, came in such 
disrepute in the United States, 
due to the Invasion of the sport 
by rowdies and gamblers that 


lonnectlcut 
passed a law pro- 
hibiting bowling at 9 pins, after 
which bowling practically van- 
shed in this country. 
Then an 


ingenious 
minded 
kegler 
got 


around the- law with a game of 
10 pins, and backed by a few 
strong, reputable sportsmen, the 
American Bowling Congress was 
'ormed and with this regulating 
body bowling took on new life 


and developed into one of the 
greatest participating sports in 
the U. S. 


In Olden Times 


Even now there are active bowl- 


ers who remember the days not 
so long ago when if their wife 
wanted to see them, she'd send 
someone down to the alley to tell 
them to come outside. 
A far 


cry from today's alleys, with their 
fancy 
intenors 
and as many 


women bowling enthusiasts 
as 


there are men, and, sad to say, 
some of the fair sex are much 
better at the game than the male 
members of the 
family, which 


makes it pretty definite that if 
anyone's going to be run out of 
the alleys it's not going to be 
the gals . . . The Lincoln Lanes 
Ladies league held their banquet 
at the Elks club last night and 
elected Midge Ramsey, president; 
Jane 
Fischer, 
vice 
president; 


Phyllis Carson, secretary; Vir- 
ginia Woolsey, treasurer and Mon- 
ica 
Shoaf, 
sergeant-at-arms. 


More than 50 Lanes kcglers turned 
out for the turkey dinner, with 
the dining hall prettily decorated 
by the Barrick Cattle girls . . . 


Jacket Returns 


We mentioned a couple of days 
ago that Ray Prindaville had un- 
willingly been a partner to a 
trade of corduroy jackets, and 
that evening Sonny Knack's wife, 
Betty, called Ray and told him 


ACE BEVERAGE COMPANY 
1809 Water Street, Pern, Illinois 


Phone 98 


Oregon Trackmen 
Win Triangular 


AMBOY—Oregon high school' 


track team ran away from Amboy 
and Milledgeville in a triangula 
meet here Monday afternoon. 


Coach Eddie Gebhardt's Hawks 


collected 66 M; points for their win 
ning total. Amboy followed with 
44»i and Milledgeville had 28*4. 


In one of the better races of th> 


afternoon, Oregon's Don Paul won 
the 100-yard dash in :10.7. 


Sonny had a corduroy jacke1 
that didn't fit, but thought i 
was because he'd put on a few 
inches around the waist , dur 
ing the winter, but on looking r 
over it turned out to be Ray'; 
and last night Ray gave Sonny 
his jacket, and now Sonny has 
both of them . . . Wanita An- 
dreas rolled in the doubles in 
Sterling recently and turned in 
a 612 natural series. 
Her part- 


ner wasn't able to hit too well and 
they only ended with 1245.. After 
those three games Wanita tried il 
again with her hubby, Clyde anc 
started out with another gooc 
200 game to give her a total of 
close to 900 for her first four 
games. 


NOUTH AMERICAN—NKVCOACH 
FLY—Low Fare—AIRGOACH 


FKOM CHICAGO—ROUND TRU* 


Miami, Fl». 
Compl. S 04.00 
New Vork, M. V 
Compl. 
83.3? 


Lou Annie*. Calif. ...Compl. 168.02 
HOLLYWOOD!! 2-week lour! 11 


Complete 
ehmrce 
184.60 


JAMES W. 8CKECK 


108V?] Pint, Dixon 3-0801. Home 2-424J 


Monuments of 
lasting Beaufy 
. Every monument a truej 
'work of art, created from finest; 
f materials. All are fairly priced/ 
/When In need, .be sure to< 
/consult . . 
< NORM WALLIN 
f. 
423 West Ninth St. 


( Representing World's Largest 
/ 
Retail Granite Co. 


/ 3-2882 — PHONE — S-1861 
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25 Years of Service 
We are just one of over 
23,164 grocery stores in the 
United States. 
For the past 25 years we have 
offered Dixon one of the most 
complete grocery and meat 
services. 
Past, present and in the future 
we hope to continue to offer 
you the best in fine foods. , 


fjiiiiimmiiiimmiimiiiHIIIIIH 
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LA FEVER'S 


GROCERY and MARKET 


619 DEPOT AVE. 
PHONE 3-8541 


Paul and Win. LaFever 
! 


Team— 
St. Louis . 
Brooklyn 
Phlladelphli 
Chicago ..,, 
Pittsburgh . 
Cielmiati .., 
New York . 


NATIONAL I.KM,UK 


Won 


ij 
Lost 
35 
o ' 
5 


1 


Pet. Hchlnd 
.667 
.015 
531. 
.50(1 
.500 
.364 
.1SS 


Tl'hslJAI S SCIIhDl'l.K AND 


ntOB.UH.l-: I'lTCIIKIts 


Pittsburgh at Brookhn 
12 30—Chambers 
(1-2) vs 
Pnllca (0-0) 


St Louis at Boston. 7'30—Poholikj (1-1) 
vs Spahn (l-2> 


ChlcaRo at New York, 7-30—Mlnner (1-1) 
\5 Hcnrn (1-H 


Cincinnati at Phllidelphla, 7'00—RamsUell 
(0-2) \s 
Roberts (2-1). 


M ON DAI'S KKSL'LTS 


New York S. Brooklvn 5 (night). 
Only games scheduled 


AMKKICAV LKAOUK 
Team— 
Won 
Lost 
C!excl«nd 
7 
3 


Washington .... 7 
3 


New York 
8 
4 
Boston 
7 
4 
Chicago 
0 
4 
Detroit 
3 
6 


S>1 Loul* 
4 
8 


Philadelphia .... 1 12 


Pet 
.700 
.700 
.B67 
636 
.600 
.375 
333 
.077 


Behind 


3 
4 
754 


TUhSDAV'S SCHEDULE AND 


ritOIl \ItI.K I'lTCHKKS 


New York at Chlcaso, 1-30—Raschl (2-1) 
vs Cain (0-1) 


Philadelphia at Detroit, 2 30—Schelb (0-1) 
v» Trout (0-1) 


Washington at St. Louis. 8:30—Haynes 


<0-0> vs. 
Johnson (0.0) or Overmlre 
(0-0). 


Boston at 
Cleveland, 7:30—Wight (0-2) 
s. Feller (2-0). 


Amboy Rooter 
To Cheer Team 
In New Arena 


Gifts From Fans, 
Bond Issue Help 
Build Gymnasium 


AMBOY—This is another 


Dixon area town which took 
a farsighted look into its ath- 
letic future and decided some 
changes should be made. 


One of the changes will ma- 


terialize into a new gymnas- 
ium for high school athletic 
activities, principally basket- 
ball. 


It was back in 1948 when the 


Amboy school district voters gave 
their nod to a proposed bond issue 
of S300.000 to finance the new 
gym. And the building plans got 
another big boost when $50.000 
was mised by public donation; 
$25,000 of it came from one man, 
Edward Hoyle. 


Finished Soon 


The gym probably won't be com- 


pletely finished until January of 
icxt year, but it will get some 
>ractical use in the fall months 
)efore that dnte. 


In fact, 
the dressing rooms 


should be ready for use in time for 
Coach 
Orval Spurlin's Amboy 


"ootball team to give them their 
irst 
smell 
of 
liniment 
next 


September. 


And the Clipper basketball team 
xpects to play all of its basket- 
ball games in the new arena next 
A-mtcr. 


It will have a regulation floor. 


>f course, and will sent about 800 
ipectators according to Spurlm. 


About the gym: 
"There will be folding bleachers 


m the main floor and all the rest 
tf the seats will be permanent 
mes," Spurlin said recently. 


Stage at North 


There will be a stage on the 


lorth side of the new gym. It will 
>c built with its back to the Old 
chool building. 
A new score- 


joard will be installed and the old 
coreboard also will be retained 
o not one of the spectators will 
lave to crane his neck to sec the 


Dixou Golf Team 
Defeats Oregon 
At Country Club 


Dixon high school's golf team 


members still weren't bragging 
about their scoring Monday, but 
they did manage to shoot low 
enough to defeat Oregon, 5% to 


. at the Dixon country club. 


Clyde Yount took medal honors 


for Dixon, but was forced to share 
them with his opponent. Bob John- 
son. Both had 46's. Yourit picked 
up one and a half points by win- 
ning in match play, however. 


The results: 


Yount (D) 46, defeated B. 


Johnson (O) 46. 


D. Johnson (O) 48, defeated 


Tyler (D) 50. 


Lovctt 
(D) 
54. 
defeated 


Hodges (O) 55. 


Marshall 
(D) 50, defeated 


Roth (O) 55. 


score. 


The old gym also will be put to 


;ood use. It will house part of 
he music 
department and 
a 


cafeteria. 


According to Paul Fegley, Ain- 


soy high school principal, the new 
building well requite $15.000 in 
new equipment. 


This new gym is only part of 


he present school building pro- 
gram being advanced in Amboy. 
The grade schools also are being 
mlargcd. 


Ohio Bond Vote 
Assures Cagers 
Larger Floor 


Citizens Give Nod 
To Construction 
Of $230,000 Gym 


OHIO—Voters in this town 


are the latest in the Dixon 
area to give their sanction to 
construction of new gymnas- 
ium facilities. 


Early in April a proposed 


bond issue of $230,000 was 
passed to construct a full- 
sized gym to replace the mid- 
get one now in use. 


Ohio's Coach Chuck Vail is 


another athletic head who hopes 
the builders don't tarry too long 
in finishing the new gym. 


"We've got some good basket- 


ball material in school right now 
and it would be nice if these boys 
could play in the new gym," Vail 
said recently. 


Last season Vail turned out a 


winner at Ohio and he has many 
of his varsity members returning. 


The new gym at Ohio will do 


double duty. It also will house an 
ngricultuie machine shop. The old 
jym, which has taken a beating 
'or years from 
the 
shoes of 


students passing between classes, 
will be used as 
a 
permanent 


auditorium. 


OUR BEST WISHES 


to the 


Dixon Evening Telegraph 


on its 


100th ANNIVERSARY 


"Chuck" Curran's 


BARBER SHOP 


Under Ford Hopkins 
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III match my Dodge 


with any car on the road for 


Value and Dependability 


*"^™-S'!CX!^SSSSf^*^S^:*: 


-MX* MICHAEL OPPEHHEIM 


"Sure, I'v* owned and driven other make can," lays Michael Oppenhelm, 
Bellerose, N.Y. "But since 1941 my car* have all been Dedgei. I know 


how d»p»ndabl» Dodge cars are, how little they coil lo run. In fad, 


my new 1951 car Is another dependable Dodgel" 


SptdficailMt and •quipmwt nfc|Mt 


to dnngc wlHwul notlc*. 


You cw/cfpayttp to$/,000more and not get all the 


extra /oom, comfort ancf nigged dependability of Dodge 


Compare what Dodge gives you... with 
what other cars offer. You'll understand 
why Dodge owners say they'll match 
Dodge with any car on the road. 
Take riding comfort for example. You 
could pay far more for a car and still not 
get the almost unbelievable smoothness of 
the new Onflow ride. Even on roughest 
wads there's no wheel "hop" or bounce 
. . . wheels stay on ground providing a 
smooth, level ride for all passengers. 
You gel the relaxing comfort of extra 


head room, leg room and shoulder room. 
You never feel cramped or crowded. And 
Dodge gives you the priceless safety of 
"Watchtowcr" visibility ... of big Safe- 
Guard Hydraulic Brakes with larger brak- 
ing surface for smooth, sure stops. 


Dodfl* Gyro-Mafic is the lowest priced 
automatic transmission on the market. It 
lets you drive without shifting . . . yet 
it is simpler, M/er-gives you full control 
of your car under all driving conditions. 
Come in-sec and drive today's big Dodge. 


MOWS THE TIME TO TRADE! 


lAtral track-in allowance 


Act Now for Widest Selection 


of Models and Colors! 


DODGE 


GOOD DRIVfRs'DRIVf SAFI CARS... 


CHICK YOUR CAR... CHICK ACdDINTS 


NEWMAN MOTOR SALES CO. 


7*4t OTTAWA AVE. — DIAL 24271 


/•SP4PFR1 
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Edward J. Condon 
Assistant to Head 
Of Sears, Roebuck 


Edward J. Condon, a noted son 


of Dixon, is assistant to the presi- 
dent and director of public rela- 
tion's cf Sears, Roebuck and Co. 


Mr. Condon Joined Sears in 1913, 


following a short period in the 
public utility and newspaper field. 
He .was first assigned to the ad- 
vertising department and a year 
later became executive secretary 
of 
the company's agricultural 


foundation. In 1937 he was made 
director of public relations and in 
3940.he was named assistant to 
the president 


. Interest In Agriculture 


For many years Mr. Condon has 


taken'an extremely active interest 
in a,- number • of 
organizations 


whose objectives are the improve- 
ment of American agriculture. At 
the present time he is president of 
Friends of the Land, and a direc- 
tor of the National Committee on 
Boys and Girls 4-H Club Work 
and the" American Garden Founda- 
tion. He is also head of the Sears- 
Roebuck. Foundation, and in this 
capacity deals closely with farm 
groups in all sections of the na- 
tion. 


As a resident of Chicago, Mr. 


Condon has also contributed much 
time .to projects having to do with 
various forms of civic betterment 
and improvement. At the present 
time,-for example, he is on the 
board of directors of the Chicago 
Boys Club, Chicago Crime Com- 
mission, Goodwill Industries and 
Junior Achievement of Chicago. 


Cancer Society Director 


1 His national affiliations of this 
type include directorships in the 
American Cancer Society and the 
American Civic and Planning As> 
ebciation. 


'< In line with his business affili' 
actions, he has served as presided 
of the Illinois Chain Store Coun 
cli and at the present time is a 
olrector of this group as well as 
« director and president of tin 
Institute of Distribution. 
' Dur'ng the war he was activ 
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EDWARD CONDON 


n the American Red Cross, was 
Regional Director of Civilian De- 
fense for the Sixth Service Com- 
mand, and served as special con- 
.ultant to the Secretary of War. 


tSSl—Centtnntal—1SS1 


Ashton Legion 
Post Dates 
Back to 1919 


The Ashton Legion post received 


its charter Dec. 13, 1910. 


Charter members were Earl B. 


Pierce, William P. Klingebell, Paul 
W. Charters, Ira W. Hartman 
Martin 
Marxman, 
Roland 
M 


Moore, Clinton B. Billmire, An- 
drew W. Scharff, 
August F 


Klingebeil, Bremer F. Hanson 
Frank P. Oberg, Glenn C. Rose- 
crans, Christian F. Klingebeil. 


Clarence T. Paddock, Orno J 


Kersten, James Donar, Jr., Car 
Marxman, Gilbert C. Walls, Frank 
E. Chapman, Henry W. Stephan 
Paul E. Gilbert, William H. Hae 
nitsch, Wesley J. Attig, Wallace 
G. Clover, Otto W. Schade. 


Paul W. Charters was elected 


the first commander. 


Ashton post has been active In 


the support of all local civic pro 
grams since it was chartered. I 
was the originator'of the Ashto 
Summer Youth Recreation pro 


TELEGRAPH CORRESPONDENTS>*>>°-^^ 


v 
' 
. 
Donaugh, Compton, and Mrs. John Grove, bcarooro. 


gram. It sponsors a boy to Boys' 
State each year and is the sponsor 
of the Ashton Fall Festival. 


The post purchased the first 


block of stock in the Ashton thea- 
tre and is the largest stockholder. 
It sponsored and erected two me- 
morial placqucs in the Community 
building listing the names of Ash- 
ton men who served in all the 
wars from the War of 1812 to the 
present time. It purchased and do- 
nated the kitchen equipment for 
the Memorial Community build- 
ing. 


In 1950 it sent a Boy Scout to 


the Boy Scout camp at Valley 
Forge. 


The annual Legion picnic, which 


is held on the third Thursday in 
June, has the unique record of 
never having been rained out. 


The post memoership comprises 


approximately 10 per cent of the 
Ashton population and the com- 
mander for 1950 is F. G. Travis. 


last—Ctnttnnlal—I8SI 


Jay-C-Ettes Are 
Relatively New 
Group in Dixon 


The wives of members of the 


Dixon Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce organized in April, 1950, 
with 17 charter members, and 
elected Mrs. Vernon Swan the first 


president. 


The purpose of the women's or- 


ganization, the Jay-C-Ettes is to 
promote friendship among the 
wives and families of members of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
Members also aid any or all civic 
and social projects sponsored by 
the Jaycees. 


Jay-C-Ette membership doubled 


the first year. There are now 34 
members. 


At the regular monthly meeting 


in March, 1951, Mrs. John W. Sel- 
gestad was elected president. Other 
officers for 1951 are: Vice presi- 
dent, Mrs. Eugene 
McNamara; 


secretary, Mrs. Donald Emmert; 
treasurer, Mrs. Joseph Venier; and 


members of the board, Mrs. James 
Hey, Mrs. Ted Legner and Mrs. 
R. H. Thomas." 


fSSl—Ctnttnniat—/95/ 
SAFETY MEASURE 


Airline pilots threatened by ex- 


tremely bad flying conditions al- 
ways land at the first intermediate 
field and call the nearest radio 
station to explain their delay. 


I8S1—Centtnnial—1951 


DESIGN B5T DESCENT 


Snowflakes, because they are 


made of water, composed of hydro- 
gen and oxygen, can crystallize 
only in patterns of the hexagonal 
system. The flakes begin their de- 
scent in simple designs, but grow 
more intricate as they fall. 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


GENERAL OFFICE 


SO ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 


NEW YORK *O. N. Y. 


Mrs. Mabel 8. Shaw. 
Publisher,. 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
Dixon, Illinois. 
Dear Mr*. Shaw: 


I understand The Dlxo Evening Telegraph will celebrate iti 


Centennial on May 1. WhaT an honor that i?, not only for the 
newspaper but for you in the Shaw family who have made it grow and 
prosper all these years! 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph has been a valued member of Th« 


Associated Press for the p*t 37 years—ever since January 13, 1914. 
That seems like a long time, but actually it is brief compared to the 
years you have been serving-your community. 


Congratulations to you personally, also. Our records show you 


have been publisher for a little more than 40 years. Now you must 
feel proud that you have the excellent assistance of your sons and of 
your grandchildren. 


Our very best wishes to The Dixon Evening Telegraph on th« 


start of its second century! 


' 
Sincerely yours, 
FRANK J. STARZEL 
General Manager 
Associated Press, New York. 


B 


. ! 


OUNCES ...not just seven 


HEILEMAN'S 


(Did Stgle 


JUNIOR BOTTLE 


, C. HEIlttUN BREWING CO. U CMUt. WISCM3M 


Mural Room ^Rainbow Inn 
The New Manhattan Cafe 
Main Dining Room "The Landmark 


THANK YOU, DIXON and VICINITY 


FOR THE FINE BUSINESS WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM YOUR AREA 


IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO BE OF SERVICE TO YOU 


AND WE ARE PROUD OF THESE COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS 


MANHATTAN CAFE 
RAINBOW, LOUNGE 
ELK'S CLUB I0DHGE 
SHAMROCK 
CURRAN^aDEPT. 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


LANDMARK RESTAURANT 


GRAND DETOUR, ILLINOIS 


MIAMI LOUNGE 


STERLING, ILLINOIS 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


RATHSKELLER, NACHUSA HOTEL 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


GALT HOTEL-DINING ROOM 


STERLING, ILLINOIS 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


MIDWAY DRIVE-IN-THEATRE CONCESSION 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


McCORMACK'S 
DALES 


STERLING, ILLINOIS 
STERLING, ILLINOIS 


Practical Designing - Engineering & Floor Planning - Quality Fixtures - Engineered Equipment 


TO FIT YOUR EVERY NEED 


OUR CUSTOMERS REPORT BUSINESS INCREASES FROM 25%' TO 400%' AFTER REMODELING 


CONSULTATION 
SERVICE 


SEATING AND FOOD 


COMMERCIAL ONLY 


OUR BEST RECOMMENDATION-OUR SATISFIED 


PHONES 1619-R - 1619-W 
DYKE AND 


OTTAWA, ILLINOIS 
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The Associated Press Links The Telegraph to the World 


Vast Network Speeds Important 
News Happenings to Telegraph 
Newsroom in Matter of Minutes 


Rocket-firing U. S. planes knock out a dozen Chinese Communist 


tanks. 
Within minutes the story is racing into The Dixon Evening 


Telegraph news room, delivered by high-speed Associated Press tele- 
types, 
g 


A revolution breaks out in Latin America. The teletype bell rings 


<ive times—an alert signal for outstanding news. Immediately comes 
the "bulletin." Filed by an Associated Pre'ss reporter in the far-away 
land, it gives the bare facts that are then available. An "add" to the 
bulletin follows, as quickly as the reporter can assemble additional 
details. 


A president is elected, a princeling born, a cabinet falls. 


So come the dispatches—all pan 


o: one day's news—from the vast 
AP network of coast-to-coast tele- 
type wires, from AP's submarine 
cables, from AP wireless channels 
that leap the seas. 


Telegraph an Integral 1'art 
The Evening Telegraph is an 


integral part of The Associated 
Press, in' an operation that works 
both ways. The AP brings world 
news to The Evening Telegraph 
The Dixon Telegraph gives its 
news to AP to send to the rest 
of .the world. No other newsgather- 
ing organization ever has ap- 
proached The Associated Press in 
resources, scope and reliability. 


More than 2,800 member news- 


papers and radio stations in the 
United States are associated in 
this greatest cooperative enter- 
prise of all time. Membership is 
^shared alike by newspapers of ev- 
ery shade of political opinion, eco- 
nomic and social philosophy. Al 
join in support of the foundation 
principle of AP—that it shall be 
a news service in its highest sense 
free of bias, sensationalism and 
self interest. 


No Capital Stock 


Affiliated with The Associated 


Press are hundreds of dependable 
newspapers in other countries who 
make their news reports available 
to The Associated Press and who 
are permitted to use its service on 
an agreed basis. 


No capital stock exists and no 


profit is made by The Associated 


AL ORTON. chief of the Chicago 
bureau of the Associated Press. 


Press. Dues paid by members and 
subscribers finance and maintain 
Its worldwide expanse of wires, its 
state and national offices in this 
country, its; bureaus abroad, its 
force of roving reporters penetrat- 
ing into every quarter of the globe, 
its intricate technical equipment 
and its technical personnel. 


Under such auspices accuracy 


and thoroughness in reporting the 
news have been the watchwords 
of AP service. Its prestige long 
has been worldwide. 


Dispatches Screened 


Dispatches originating in the far 


corners of the world pass through 
successive screenings at the hands 
of trained copy handlers and edi- 
tors responsible only to the AP. 


Through the networks of wires 


and cables from abroad and over 
the wires in this country news 
stories pass from points of origin 
to their destinations in newspaper 
offices with amazing speed and 
precision. A dispatch of more than 
ordinary importance can 
clear 


from London to The Evening Tele- 
graph copy desk in less than 10 


Adults 50e 


'.' Children Under 12 Free 


Tonite, Wed. - Thurs. 


May 1-2-3 


FRANK J. STARZEL, general 
manager of the Associated Press. 


minutes, sometimes in a couple of 
minutes. 


News reports delivered to The 


Evening Telegraph each day will 
total thousands of words. 


Read at Local Desk 


Every' dispatch is read on The 


Evening Telegraph 
copy desk. 


Every one is judged for its interest 
to Dixon area readers. Dispatches 
of prime importance are used in 
full. Others are edited down, some 
discarded because of duplication 
of matter already in type or for 
lack of informative interest. 


The^tssociated Press has about 


100 bureaus in the United States 
and 50 abroatl, with a total staff 
of 
about 
3,500. AP 
produces 


1,000,000 words a day, has more 
than 390,000 miles of leased tele- 
type circuits in this country alone, 
and operates wireless and cable 
channels that connect every conti- 
nent. 


Began in Xe\v York 


The -Associated Press had its 


beginning in 1848, when six Kew 


MARION SHEEN, a general ex- 
ecutive of the Associated Press. 


THE WORLD WIDE SERVICES OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


/s/^1 TV, 


»•• DilMminolion <«nttn of Tht Aitocidted 
"»* 
Pr«i» nowt and ntwipholo ittvitn. 


AP Itaied cable and teleprinter circuili. 


AP teaifd beamed wireless circuits. 


THE" CHICAGO ASSOCIATED PRESS bureau news room is where the wire news is sent out over 
the teletype to The Telegraph. In the foreground is the wire filing desk where news c,opy is checked 
before being sent out over the wire. In the left background is the sports desk and in the right back- 


ground is the city desk. 


York newspapers, struggling to 
make efficient use of the new 
"electric telegraph" agreed to co 
operate in reporting and transmit 
ting news. 


Until then, newsgathcring had 


been rather hit or miss, and news- 
papers carried more editorial opin- 
ion than, news. It was an era of 
personal "Journalism." Newspapers 
presented their news in the same 


ONE CENT ON THE DOLLAR 
VALUATION ON YOUR 


F U R S 
. 


Will Stor* Them Until Next F«D 


F O R M A N 


Rcttylln* and Repairing 


Truly a dream piano -the new Wurlitzer 


Model 2150 embodies graceful beauty and 
luxurious quality never before offered at 
such a moderate price. 


Model 2150 is finish*! in Wurlitzer Plastic Fabric. 
The smart, distinctive «ppearanc« of this rugged, 
durable covering will lend beauty and charm to any 


.room setting and give long lasting, serviceable wear. 


* 
Stop in at our store 


today-SEE, HEAR and 
PLAY the new Wurlitzer 
Model 2150.1t's a piano 
that seeks, welcomes 


. and challenges com- 


parison. 


MAIi COUPON | 


tf Mfl—m«r* «»i«plti« 


Information (bout Iht now WURUTZIR 


NAMI. 
mm. 
cm__ 
. Z*nt_Sr*lt_ 


RAY MILLER MUSIC STORE 


103 PEORIA AVENUI 


way they did their editorial view- 
points — with vehement bias, 
"slanted" to conform to political, 
economic or other editorial policy. 


To meet the divergent attitudes 


of the newspapers it served, the 
new Associated Press could do 
only one thing—make Its reports 
wholly impartial, accurate, unbi- 
ased. This it did. 


Agree on Truth 


However much their editorial 


policies clashed, the publishers 
found agreement on one thing— 
that their Associated Press should 
send news as truthful, as accurate 
unbiased and decent as human 
hands could write it. 


As the'AP idea grew, readers 


gained confidence in their newspa 
pero. The newspapers themselve 
expanded. Newsgatherlng becam 
efficient, systematized. 
By 190i 


when the present Associated Pres 


TEAMMATE 
"CHUKKER" SHIRT 


Sporting companion for summertime refresh- 
ment! Tailored to perfection of crisp "Irelin" 
(linen textured rayon). The urban-smart, coun- 
try-casual shirt with convertible collar. Wear 
for all sports or just plain loafinl Sizes 32-38.398 


OUTDOOITAN 
HANDICAP RED 
SPOUTING PINK 


TEAM HUE 


PONY COLD 
HELMET WHITE 
GRANDSTAND UMt 


The Mildred Ryan Shoppe 


DIXON THEATRE IUILDING 


was incorporated under New York 
aws as a non-profit cooperative, 
there were 612 member newspa- 
jers. Today in the United States 
Uone there are 1700 newspaper 
and 1100 radio members. Around 
the world more than 4000 mem- 
bers and subscribers use AP news 
and photo services. 


Mark Twain once said: "There 


are only two forces that can carry 
light to all corners of the globe— 
the sun in the heavens and The As- 
sociated Press down here." 


The Evening Telegraph's direct 


SPECIAL 


FOR 
MAY 


Lawlon's 


Fresh Strawberry 


Ice Cream 
f 


!/2 Gallons . . 88c 
Pints . . . . . 25e 


connection to The Associated Press I 
wires is through the Chicago bu- 
reau. There about 100 employes 
handle the collection and distribu- 
tion of news and photos, not only 
to this area, but to the entire sys- 
tem. 


If a story of considerable im- 


portance breaks in Dixon, a mem- 
ber of The Evening Telegraph's 
staff telephones it to the Chicago 
bureau. There it is quickly written 
and rushed to the wire desks, 
where it is transmitted on tele- 
types, which are similar to electri- 
cal typewriters traveling at 60 
words a minute. Within an instant 
the Dixon story has gone all over 
the United States, even to papers 
in remote sections. If the story is 
of international Interest, It goes 
around the world either by leased 
wire circuits or by radio. 


Two Other Bureau* 


There are two other Associated 


Press bureaus in Illinois. One is at 
Springfield where a 
three-man 


staff keeps Illinois papers ac- 
quainted with capital happenings. 
Another bureau is at Ccntralla. 
The job of this office is to collect 
southern Illinois news. Also, the 
St. Louis bureau provides coverage 
of southwestern Illinois, plus Mis- 
souri border news. 


There arc about 60 other Illinois 


papers on the same state circuit 


with The Evening Telegraph. It la 
thir job of each of these to provide 
Its news to The AP promptly. That 
insures our readers and readers of . 
other newspapers complete and 
thorough coverage of Illinois newt, 
every day of the year. 


J4S1—C«n(«nn/«J—/•«/— 


To Daniel A. Town belongs the 


distinction of becoming the tint 
settler of Paw Paw Grove in the 
autumn of 1834. 


Protect Your Precious Furs 


Refrigerated Cold Storage 


Cleaning * Repairing - Rettyttnf 


6RACEY FUR SHOP 


213 N. Hennepln ATC. 
Dixoa 


Vogue Beauty Salon* 


Srd Floor 


Dixon National Bank Bldf . 


Permanent* 


Machine, Machineless 


Cold Waves 


Complete Beauty Service 


Phone 2-7321 


Clare Wells . Julia Rhode* 


5"rit 
$ 
$ 


WEARS A 


IT'S A SHANTUNG SUIT 
for creaseless, best tailored 
Summer wear then to carry 
on 'as a wardrobe mainstay 
through the rest of the 
year. New fashion slim 
lines . . . tiny waisted with 
a rounded hipline accented 
by buttoned flap pockets. 


The Edna N. Mattress Shop 


. 124 Galena AvMiiit 
Ttl 4-8781 


"DIXON'S FASHION CORNER" 


A Special Coffee 


!••• 
orous 
snWineylang i 


Sir 


fcr Extra Enjoyment! 


The man who created The Folger Flavor once said 


"Don't aak me to describe it... Taste it—Then you will 
know how different and how enjoyable coffee can be." 
That was a good suggestion one hundred years ago..; 
Just as good today. Won't you try Folger's—The 
special kind of coffee—Mountain Grown! It i* the 


coffee flavor most people like best. 


MOUNTAINllfam 


& Extra Rich in Flavor/ 


than «ririi | 


' Available in Regular, Drip or Fine Brind^ 
...in either 1-lb. or2-16. cant 


,i.M«unuc*.,m 


NEWSPAPER! 
SPAPERl 
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Gov. Charters9 


Hospitality Known 
•Throughout State 
C7 


By H. W. MORRIS 


Back in the years of the 1870s, 


the land adjoining the present Lo- 
well park on the south was known 
as the Governor Charters place, 
tt was famous as a rest and re- 
sort place, 
No one seemed to 


know why the owner was called 
"Governor" Charters, as he was 
not then nor ever had been a gov- 
ernor. 
However, he was a very 


gracious gentleman who loved 
case, luxury and company and 
shared everything with friends, ac- 
quaintances and casual visitors. 


The house was large with big 


airy rooms and several fireplaces. 
That was before the days of coal 
and furnaces. The house was heat- 
ed with wood burning stoves. 
Nearby was a barn, built entirely 


Congratulations 


To Dixon Evening Telegraph 


Our hearty congratulations to the Dixon 
Evening Telegraph .on 100 years of prog- 
ress. This edition is indeed a newspaper 
accomplishment of merit. Every employee 
connected in any way with its publication 
can be proud of the part he has taken in it. 
GLESSNER 


HARDWARE and LUMBER CO. 
Eldena, HI. 
Phone 4-3741 


of hand-hewn oak, and a big log 
cabin occupied by "Cupe," the 
colored cook. 


Large Orchard 


There was a large fruit orchard 


with trees growing the best varie- 
ties of apples, peaches, plums and 
pears. The flower garden had rare 
and choice varieties in full range 
of colors. Any kind of vegetable 
could be found in the vegetable 
garden. 


The household included Captain 


Reardon, of Irish descent, George 
Foote, a middle-aged man, and 
"Cupe," the cook. They hauled the 
wood, mowed the lawns and tended 
the garden with the help of hired 
nen. 


Gate* Always Open 


The gates and ooors of the Char- 


ters place were always open. Any 
sized party was always welcome. 
The "governor" himself was usual- 
ly on hand to meet and greet 
guests. Guests were free to wan- 
der at random through the house 
and giounds. 


Meals were served at noon and 


at 5 p. m. When they were pre- 
pared, "Cupe" would sound a six- 
foot trumpet which hung over the 
cabin door. Every person on the 
grounds was to come and eat 
when they they heard the trumpet 
blow. Meals were exceptional and 
absolutely free of charge. 


The interior of the house was 


like a museum with many rare, 
beautiful and curious items. 


The "governor" had a big, 


strong, low hung, wide seat phae- 


ton. Each day one or two of his 
workers would drive into town to 
pick up the large amount of groc- 
eries which were needed. 


ExxcuMon Site • 


The place was so popular and 


so well known all over northern 
Illinois that the Illinois Central 
railroad would run special excur- 
sion trains on some summer Sun- 
days from- over 100 miles to bring 
sightseers. The trains were held 
for the crowds on the 'siding at 
North Dixon. 


The "governor" did not try to 


feed the excursion croxvds, but he 
extended the same generous hos- 
pitality of the house and grounds. 


Now Waljrroen Eatate 


Three different 
houses have 


burned on the Charters grounds. 


USE THIS COUPON TO SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO 


THE RED CROSS 


Knowing the great need of the American Red Cross for funds in the current drive, and 
not as yet having contributed to the fund, I am attaching my contribution to this 
coupon. 


Name 
* 
; 
" 


Address—street or rural route 
* 


City or Town 
•"• 
« 


Help finish the drive this week by sending in your contribution at once. 
Make checks payable to the American Red Cross, and mail the contribution and coupon 
to Lee Co. Red Cross Hdq., Box 4. 


Your contribution will be acknowledged 


I* ....... Ullil 


-* 
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GENERAL BUILDERS PRODUCTS 


Compare Crosley with any ether set 


en these all-Important paints I 


1. Compare Crotley's Picture—the Crosley no-glare slanted picture 
window prevents eyestrain. Precision Picture Control gives you lifelike 
picture* . . . patented Family Theatre Screen with Full Room Vision 
bring* you bright, (harp, clear pictures from almost anywhere in the 
room. 


2. Compare CrosUy'* ••rformanc* Features—Crosley's precision- 
built Super-Powered Chassis gives you the extra-dependable power 
you need for best performance on big picture tubes. Every single 
Crosley TV Set is individually inspected and tested before it leaves 
the factory. 


3. Compare CroiUy's late of Operation—Crosley's Unltuner tunes a 
better picture easier •.. automatically tunes the patented Built-in Dual 
Antenna. Unituner is ready for ultra-high frequency reception. 


4« Compare* CroiUy's Quality Cabinet!—Crosley's cabinets are 
built of fine woods and are built to last. You'll find them better in 
both workmanship and materials. 


5. Compare Crosley'* Warranty—At no extra cost, you get a full-year 
replacement warranty (not for just 90 days) on all parts in the chassis 
. . . including the big picture tube. 


6« Compar* CrotUy's Value—in style, in advanced designs ... in 
every modern electronic feature . . . Crosley is built to give you the 
ultimate in TV .. . at very reasonable prices. 


v\ 


H t 


ft h 


I 


1MNCH Console Model 11-460. 
Bow-front mahogany veneer 
cabinet. 
AniMliiluwltkli-hich picMf l«b«,MiMll44r 


. .*» 


16-INCH Console Model 11-446. 


Cabinet of rich mahogany veneer 
with graceful bow front 


17-INCH Console Model 11-453. 


Beautiful mahogany veneer cabi- 
net hanetrubbed to satiny lutlre. 


No more crowding 
for choice seats out 
front when all the 
family enjoys Crosley 
Full Room Vision ... 
clear, sharp, steady 
big picture* from the 
widest viewing angle. 


THE PACE-SETTING DESIGNS ARE COMING FROM CROSUY! 


Pleate send me an estimate on the trade-in value 
of my old small-screen TV set. 


Mak 


f 


General Builders Products Co. 


900 W. FIRST ST. 
,W. J. "Bo" Riopelle, Prop. 
PHONE 3-8781 


THE CLINTON HER ALD 


CVKIIV K V C N I N O CXCCPT S U N D A Y 


CLINTON, IOWA 


M». Mabel S. Shaw. Publisher, 
. 


Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
Dixon. Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


We extend greetings and our heartiest congratulations to the city 


of Dixon and surrounding territory as well as to the members of your 
family and to you on the occasion of the Telegraph's Centennial. 


To have so well served a community for a century as has the 


Dixon Telegraph, is certainly a fine achievement and a record to be 
proud of. 


For 100 years the Telegraph has acted as spokesman for the 


public, has told the story of the Dixon community and American life 
in an unbiased manner so that its readers could make fair and sound 
decisions: has been in the forefront of every worthwhile civic 
enterprise. 


Dixon and its newspaper have indeed risen together. 
All of us in the field of newspapcrdom are proud to be your 


colleagues. 


Cordially yours, 
THE CLINTON HERALD 
A. M. Clapp, Manager 


Today the Walgreens have built a 
large modern log house on the 
crest of the high bank overlooking 
the Rock river. This house has 
an unobstructed view to the north 
and directly up the river past Lo- 
well park. 


Since the death of "Governor" 


Charters and his companions, the 
grounds 
have been owned 
by 


George H. Page, who built the 
Mill factory and the first hard 
road in Lee county, Charles H. 
Hughes, president of the Dixon 
National bank, and the Walgreens. 
The estate is now called Hazel- 
wood. 


Local Artists Aid 
In Centennial 


The 
Evening 
Telegraph 
ex- 


presses its appreciation to three 
local artists who cooperated whole- 
heartedly In the production of this 
edition. 


Those who gave of their talents 


to this special issue were Glen 
Spute, Al Jenks and Bob Lathe. 


IBS 1—Centennial— J9S / 


PEARSON* A QUAKER 


Drew Pearson is a member of 


the Society of Friends, also known 
as Quakers. 


Extra Copies of 
Centennial Can 
Be Had But Hurry! 


As The Evening Telegraph's 


Centennial special went to press 
the circulation department was 
able to procure a small additional 
allotment of newsprint which per- 
mits the printing of a few hundred 
extra copies. 


These will be available at The 


Telegraph at Die cost of $1 each, 
plus mailing charges. Readers are 
urged to avail themselves of thi* 
offer immediately. It will be im- 
possible to re-run any of the sec- 
tions, the cost being prohibitive 
and newsprint unavailable. 


The circulation department also 


is offering these extra copies in 
bound-volume form which can b« 
procured for S3. The bound edition 
cannot be had immediacy but if 
orders are placed they will be 
available m a week or 10 days. 


1BSI—Ctnttnnlal—lSSl 


NEWSPAPER SCHOOL 


The first college to offer jour- 


nalistic training was Cornell uni- 
versity. 
Students there had to 


work in the university print shop 
as well at attend classes. This 
was in 1869. 


ISSl—Centtnntal—lSSl 


FIRST SCHOOL 


_The first school of journalism 
in' the world was established at 
tne University of Missouri in 1908. 
The school was established by 
Walter Williams who later became 
governor of Missouri and president 
of the college. 


ISSl—Ctntrnnial—I9S1 


RADIO NEWSPAPERS 


Three radio facsimile newspa- 


pers are produced daily in the 
United States. They are at Phila- 
delphia, Pa., Miami, Fla., and Col- 
umbia, Mo. 


HOME HEATING and 
IMPROVEMENT CO. 


835 N. Calm* Av*nu. 


FURNACES 
STOKERS 


OIL BURNERS 
CAS BURNERS 


AIR CONDITIONERS 


For Service Cull 4-4191 or 4-0871 


V 


Just In time for Mother's Day! We take pride in 
announcing the opening of our new first floor "GIFT 
DEPARTMENT." Visit this department often. You 
will always find gifts for every occasion the year 


'round. Figurines, Planters, Novelty Salt and Pepper 


till 
» 
Shakers, Ceramics, Pottery, Gift Metahvare and 
Lamps are just a few of the many Gift Items to be 
found in this new department. 


221 FIRST STREETHALL'S 


PHONE 2-1511 


FIRST FLOOR 


MONUMENTS 


NORM WALLIN 
3-1861 
PHONES 
3-2882 


108'/2 E. First St. 
423 W. Ninth St. 


DIXON, ILL. 


Representing the World's 


Largest Retail Granite Co. 


THIS COUPON REDEEMABLE 


FOR 


$|QOO 


ON ANY MARKER OR MONUMENT 


IF ORDERED BY 
MAY 30, 1951 


NFWSPAPFRI 


t 


NFWSPAPFRI 


Dixon, Illinois, Tuesday, May 1,1951 
DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 
Page Fifteen 


We'll Celebrate 
Centennial With 
Dinner 011 May 8 
• / 
- 
We're too busy now, but next 


'•Tuesday we'll celebrate. 


Nearly 300 local employes of 


the Evening Telegraph and its 


'• associated printing establishments, 
the Dixon Publishing Co. and the 
' River street commercial plant, will 
gather at the Loveland Community 
House on May 7 for a dinner and 
"evening of relaxation. 


It will be an opportunity for 


' many of the employes to compare 
notes on the various preparation 
phases of the'Centennial edition. 
During this period tension mount- 
"ed to a high degree and nerves 
• were often frayed. ' But the job 
is completed and yesterday's taut 
conditions have now disappeared 
in the thoughts of a job well done. 


1851—Ctnttnnial—I»S1 


TRUTH A NECESSITY 


By every consideration of good 


faith a 'newspaper is constrained 
to be truthful. It is not to be ex- 
*cused for lack of thoroughness or 
'accuracy within its control, or 
failure to obtain command of these 
essential qualities. 


l8St—Ctntennlal—195 / 


WROTE NURSERY RHYME 
Eugene Field, author of "Twin- 


kle Twinkle Little Star," was once 
city editor of the Kansas City 
Tunes. 
He also served on the 


Denver Post during the days of 
"Rocky mountain -journalism." 


18SI—Ctnt*nnial—l9SI 
GOOD FAITH 


Good faith with the reader is 


the foundation of all journalism 
'worthy of the name. 


A SMALL ARMY of circulation department workers gathered at the Dixon armory to assemble the 
16 sections of the Evening Telegraph's Centennial edition. This is only a portion of the work crew 
which was needed to speed the edition into more than 13,000 homes in a three-county area and Into 


the mails for subscribers in all states of the union. 


FIRST TABLOID 


The New York Daily News was 


the first tabloid newspaper to be 
printed 'regularly in the United 
States. It was* started in 1919. 
In 1907 the New York World put 
out .tabloid editions for one day. 


1S5I—Centennial—ISSt 
Lee, 111. was incorporated about 


1875. 


r THE WHITESIDE SENTINEL 


evn u <iui i.fvKl 10 1-1 co«.».iii . MOSRISOM IIUNOI! 


'•Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
"Dixon, Illinois 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw, 


Happy New Century. Our heartiest congratulat' 
'o you and 


your fine organization upon the completion of IOC 
->f service to 


Dixon and Northern Illinois, and our best wishfcs 
• continued 


' success in the new century you now begin. 


The marking of the hundredth anniversary of the Dixon Evening 


Telegraph Is a tribute to the Shaw publishing firm of which you and 
your fine community should feel justly proud. 


We, as a neighbor, look upon your success with pride. 


Sincerely 
W. E. BECK, JR. 
; , 
Publisher, and the entire staff of the 
WHITESIDE SENTINEL 


OFFICE OF 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


LEE COUNTY 


- 
JOHN A. TORR6NS 


' 
*' 
' 
' " , ' DIXON, ILLINOIS. 


'Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
, Dixon Evening Telegraph 
TDixon, Illinois 
[Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


Congratulations on a century of progress! 
One of the primary objectives of our schools today is to develop 


.an appreciation for the worth and dignity of the human being and for 
the contributions made to society as individuals and as parts of 
industrial, social, religious and professional groups. 


There come times when expressions of gratitude are in order for 


.services rendered and I am happy to have this opportunity of express- 
ing appreciation' to a great industry in this community, the local 
newspaper, in behalf of the educational profession of this county for 
•the- many, many ways in which the Dixon Evening Telegraph has 
'contributed to educational-progress. It has served as a welder between 
State and County Departments of Public Instruction and lo.cal school 
'.between home, school and county office, between school district 
-officials,' community members and school personnel. Without 
.newspaper aid the communications would have functioned less 
effectively. 


Along with our congratulations for having attained such a 


distinguished recognition go the best wishes to each individual who in 
any way contributes to the success of the Dixon Evening Telegraph. 


Most sincerely, 
JOHN A. TORRENS 
County Superintendent of Schools 
Dixon, 111. 


THE HEARST CORPORATION 


HKARHT IHJIl.DI.VO 


336 WKHT MADISOX STRKBT 


CHICAOO «, ILL.IXOI8 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
'Dixon, Illinois 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


My attention has been called to the fact that the Dixon Evening 


Telegraph will celebrate its Centennial on May 1. 
/ 


I wish to congratulate you, its successful publisher, and the 


members of your family and organization, on this oustanding record. 


As a fellow publisher, I am not unaware of the countless problems 


which confronted The Telegraph during its existence. I know that it 
has taken wisdom, foresight and indomitable courage to serve your 
community as the Shaw family has done through The Telegraph, for 
one hundred years. 


With best wishes to your associates and readers, the citizens of 
Dixon, and yourself, 


Sincerely 
MERRILL C. MEIGS 
The Hearst Corp., Chicago 


ESTABLISHED . 


: 
BLOOM1NGTON, ILLINOIS 


•Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
.Dixon, Illinois 
^Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


I am truly grateful that the approaching 100th anniversary of 


the Dixon Evening Telegraph affords me the opportunity to send you 
this richly deserved congratulatory message. 
•* 


May 1st, in my opinion, will mark the most unique Journalistic 


achievement in our state. I know of no other newspaper, now 100 
years old, directed through all those years by two generations of a 
single family. It is quite true that the third and fourth generations 
are now helping out but your vigorous hand is still at the helm. I can 
nay that without detracting one whit from the credit due your splendid 
sona and grandsons. 


Tour fellow publishers in Illinois regard you as their dean and 


their "leading lady". I send the "leading lady" my affectionate 
greetings with the high 'hope that, she will lead u* for many years to 
come. 


Sincerely yours, 
THE DAILY PANTAGRAPH 
Loring C.-Merwin 
Bloomington, 111. 


About 25,000 Inches of Ads in 
This Giant Centennial Edition 


One of the largest jobs in advertising sales and promotion ever 


attempted came to a successful conclusion today as The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph Centennial edition rolled off the presses. 


Advertising Manager Roy Morton is mainly responsible for sale 


and preparation of advertising copy for this edition. 


Morton has devoted all his time to the Centennial edition since 


Oct. 1, 1950. 
, 


In today's giant 272-page issue 


there is an estimated 25,000 inches 
of advertising compared with 800 
inches on an -average day. Includ- 
ed in this vast display of advertis- 
ing are nine double spreads—one 
ad taking up two pages. Also in- 
cluded are 92 full-page advertise- 
ments. 


Also there are 31 half-page ads. 


41 quarter.-page spreads and 84 
pictorial advertisements. 


Largest Picture 


It is believed the Beier's bakery 


double spread picture measuring 32 
inches wide by nine and three- 
fourths inches deep is the largest 
ever" used in the-Telegraph. 


Morton has had three assistants 


in the advertising department to 
aid in writing, selling and checking 
copy for this edition but the main 
job and responsibility have been 
his. 


Morion estimates, 1,208 regular 


working hours spent on this edi- 
tion, not counting the overtime 
spent or-the work done regularly 
or late at night by his assistants. 


Sold by Fob. 1. 


While devoting his full time on 


the Centennial he travelefl to every 
town in Lee county and to Chicago 
three times to call on advertising 
agencies. He also journeyed to, 
Peoria. 


Two-thirds of all advertising 


space for this edition was sold by 
Feb. 1. Since then the staff has 
b e e n preparing, revising and 
checking the copy. Also 90 per 
cent of all copy for the ads was 
written by the Telegraph staff. 


Tn addition to the time spent by 


Morton and his assistants a good 
many hours were put in photo- 
graphing and engraving advertise- 
ments for the Centennial. A total 
of 395 engravings was used. 


I8S1—Centennial— 19S1 


56 Year Subscriber 


ROUGH TRAVELER 


• A sloth can make better time 
over rough 
ground than over 


smooth ground. The animal cannot 
stand upright and must pull itself 


along. On level surface It cannot 
gain a foothold. 


1IS1—C»nUnnloI—/»«; 


DROVE OFF EVIL SPIRITS 
An ancient Scottish protection 


against invasion of a house by evil 
spirits was to cram charcoal from 
a New Year's Eve bonfire up the 
chimney, according to the Ency- 
clopedia Britannlca. 


Wyoming township wms ffcnet* 


ous with its sons during the cfrtl 
War. 
Company K, 75th Illinois 


Volunteers, was recruited almost 
exclusively from Wyoming. 
, 


Blue Colt 


the simplicity of straight 


lines and curves... 


.elegantly underscoring... 


par)/ pretties... 


artfully enhancing 


• • 
* 
...and exposing yowr feet./ 


121W. First St. -i 
Dbcon, EL 


ALOIS DOGWILER has been a 


subscriber to The Telegraph fo: 
56 years. He recently celebrated his 
eighty-fourth birthday. Dogwilcr 
was born in Chaom, Switzerland, 
and came to this country in 1892, 
He was a machinist at the Borden 
Milk company for 41 years and 
operated his own machine shop for 
four years. He has two sons, six 
grandchildren and two' ' great- 
grandchildren. 


ISSl—Ctnttnnial—1S51 


HEFTING three copies of 'the 
Telegraph centennial edition Is 
Tom Gerkcn, an extra helper. 
Stacks contain -16 copies of the 


big Issue 


REST HAVEN 
Convalescent Home Here Now Accepting Patients 


' 
The Wilbur Crawford residence on the corner of Third street and Ottawa avenue has been remodeled 
and beautifully equipped as a home for convalescents in Dixon and is already accomodatlng a num- 
ber of patients. The property was remodeled by J. Clark Hess and is managed by Mrs. Eileen Hof- 


mann, R.N., assisted by Mrs. J. Clark Hess. 


< 


Rest Haven, a new and entirely modem home for convalescent patients, is open and already has a 
patients who are enjoying the beautiful surroundings, warm hospitality and expert nursing care provided 
by the new institution. 
. 
, . „ 
. 


Rest Haven has been created by the remodeling of the J. W. Crawford residence, a spacious, mansicnron!.' 
the southeast comer of Ottawa and Third streets, across from the courthouse in Dixon. The building 
was remodeled and renewed by J. Clark Hess and will be operated by Mrs. Eileen (Judy) Hofmamv a, 
highly capable professional nurse, with Mrs. Clark Hess assisting. The staff will consist of a group of . 
registered nurses. 
'*•;• 
f- 
; 


There are 13 bedrooms, most of them very large and all well Ughted, sunny emdwimfme6uflooks,wnfcH; 
will accomodate 30 hospital beds. The new hospital room furniture is of the finest metal type; steel with 
a silver birch finish, with tables and chairs to match and the finest bed lights. Bathrooms-with showers 
and tubs have been installed in places convenient to all the rooms. The rooms for the patients, as;well 
as every inch of the entire interior of the house, are all new in soft and charming tones of color and wall 
paper and, in fact, the entire building has been completely renewed, from a new roof, to the installation' of. . 
a new electric wiring system, ,a new plumbing system, a new heating system, all hardwood floors- 
refuiished, etc. 
- 
v 
. 
J , 


There is a fine panelled dining room for the staff. The kitchen, where meals for the patients as well as the. 
staff will be prepared, is a marvel of modern efficiency for properly preparing food on a large scale. 
A large room in the basement .has been improved with a lowered floor and equipment for the handling . 
of a great volume of laundry. 
Hot and cold soft water and hot and cold city water are available .in the building and the hot water, heat- 
ing system is supplied with a new heating unit, fueled with oil. 
Conferences with the state fire marshal's office were the basis of the plans for modernizing the building 
and everything that could possibly add to the safety of the building from fire hazard has been done. ,. 
There are no provisions for surgery as the convalescent home is designed to provide comfort and nursing 
care for patients who need only that sort of attention, although of course medical care will be available. 
A wide and spacious porch on two sides of the building add to the comfort of ambulatory patients. The 
many windows, sunlight view and ventilation of the rooms add to the charm of the place. 
The management feels that this institution will be of great .value to the city and surrounding area and : 
that its facilities will be a greatly needed addition to hospital and other such facilities now available in' 
Dixon. 


REST HAVEN 


204 E. THIRD ST. 
TEL 2-9311 
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CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


For&es'. Ahead With Times 
o 


CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION" 


In Dixon by carrier, 30c twr »«k or 
$15.60 per 5 tar payable atrlctl) In advance. 
By mall outside Lee and adjoining coun- 
ties: Per Tear, J12.00; nix months. 16.30; 
tbre* month*. I3.&0: on* montli. J1.25. 


Single copies — 5 cents. 
By mall In Lee. Ogle. Bureau and White- 
aid* counties: $7.00 per }ear; $1.00 six 
month*; J3.S5 three montlu; $1.00 a month. 
txcept In communities where Telegraph 
carrier service Is maintained. 
All mall 
•ubscrlptloni pajtble strictly In advance. 
" By tvtnlnE motor rout* In Lee and ad- 
joining counties: Per year, $1000; six 
months. $5.30; thre* months. $3.25; one 
.month, n.25 


Entered at the Postofflce In the city of 
Dixon. Illinois for transmission through 
tn* malls as second class mall matter. 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED PRESS . 


With Fan Ltaied Wire Service 


Th* Associated Press Is exclusively en- 
titled to the us* for re-publlcatlon of all 
,B*.w» credited to It or not otherwise creiJ- 
,lt*xl to this paper and also the local news 
'therelni 
All rights of re-publlcatlon of 
special dispatches herein are also reserved. 
- TELEGRAPH WANT ADS 


No Adi Counted Leis Than 20 Word* 
1 Insertion 
(1 day) 
.............. 
75e 
3 Instrtlona (3 days) 


•(Count 5 Wort« p*r line)' 


IK Serrite Chart* on All Blind Adt 


'. 
Caih With Ordrr 
Card of Thank: 
.......... 
$1.50 minimum 


READING NOTICE 


RMdltiK Notice (City Brief 
column.. 
................. 
25c p«r line 
lUadlng Nolle* (run of paper) S5c per line 


AUTOMOTIVE 


~*****+*'++**i*~*+i**~i~*i~i*r~*, 


"ROCKET TRADE-INS" 


• '50 Oldsmobtie "76" 2 dr 
• '49 Pontiac 4 dr. 
'49 Oldsmobile "88" 2 dr 
'49 Mercury 4 dr. Absolutely 
new white wall tires, radio, heat- 
er, overdrive, like new. 
BAR- 
GAIN PRICED! 


. '48 Oldsmobile "66" 4 dr. 
'46 Oldsmobile "76" 4 dr. sedan. 
New tires. 
Ml Mercury 5 passenger coupe. 
We have no ''creeps" or "jun- 
kers." We sell the best for less 
and Junk the rest! 
All Cars Fully Guaranteed. 
Open Saturday and Monday eve- 
nfegs. 


HARMON~AUTO CO. 
"Your Oldsmobile Dealer" 
212 Hennepin Ave. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


C. MARSHALL'S 


'50 FORD CUSTOM 8 


ft 


'49/PLYMOUTH' SPECIAL 


DELUXE 


ft 


'45 CHRYSLER WIND-'. 


SOR6 


& 


'48 BUICK SUPER CON- 


VERTIBLE 


ft 


'48 CHEVROLET FLEET- 


LINE 


SOON.. Galena 


LET US SERVICE YOUR 
CAR NOW! 


Experienced Auto Repairing. 
Larry Santelman Garage 
Dial 3-3101 


'47 FRAZIER MANHATTAN 


•1 DR. SEDAN. 
Extra clean car. 


GERDES MOTOR SALES 


PACKARD 
Sales - Service 
211 E. First St. 


DON RICH'S AUTO SALES 


1941 Chevrolet 2 dr. 
1938 Ford. 85 h. p. 


Dial 2-6384 
927 Avery 


193V 
PLYMOUTH coupe, rebuilt 


motor, driven 20,000 miles: valves 
ground recently; 
ne%v battery, 


new tires: new shock absorbers; 
new clutch: exc, cond. Call GDt 
2741. 


DIAL 3-5491 


FOR 


"Livestock Hauling to Chicago 
FAST, DEPENDABLE TRUCKING SERVICE 
"CHUCK" HAENITSCH 


By the way, 


If it's INSURANCE you need, THEN YOU 


NEED CHUCK, too 
We Represent the 
- 


HARTFORD INSURANCE CO. 


ENJOY SPRING DRIVING 
WITH AN "OK" USED CAR 


'4C CHEVROLET 2 door Style- 
line Deluxe. Fully equipped. 
. Guaranteed. 


'49 FORD 2 door Deluxe. Beau- 
tiful finish. Guaranteed. 


'47 CHEVROLET Stylemaster 2 
door. 


'40 FORD 2 door. 
'41 CHEVROLET 1^-ton Chas- 
sis. Cab. 


—Open Saturday Evenings— 
HARRISON MOTORS 
CHEVROLET - CADILLAC 
Sales and Service 


414 First St 


BEST BUYS IN TOWN! 
1950 CHEV. 4 door Styleline. 
1948 FORD 4 dr. 
1917 CHRYSLER. 
1936 CHEVROLET. 


Campbell & 


Williams 


90 S. Ottawa'Ave. 


Sales - Studebaker - Service 


Dial 3-9451 


... A DREAM 
...A "NATIONAL Home" 


i 
' 


—Unsurpassed for beauty and livability 
—Built for lasting comfort and charm 


Newest Models offer Greater . . . 


. —BEAUTY 
—ECONOMY 


—CONVENIENCE 


A "NATIONAL" HOME can save you hundreds of 


Dollars and many weeks of waiting. 


2, 3, 4 BEDROOM PLAN 
With or without basement 


Stretch those Home-Buying Dollars- 
Get a "NATIONAL THRIFT HOME." 


Woessner and Ortgiesen . 


305 Lincoln Way 
Dial 2.6313 


Centennial Edition, 


May 1, 1951 


Dear Mr. Motor Man: 


Just a little note from us to you, to let you know 


that we are the authorized station for BEAR WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT AND WHEEL BALANCING. 


We are offering wonderful axle service! 


Say, friend, how are-Ma and the kids? We have 


some wonderful used car buys that would be just the 
thing to take them riding in this perfect weather AND 
if it's a new STUDEBAKER you've been wanting, come 
and look them over. Prettiest things, you've ever seen. 


While we're at it, why don't you come in, and let 


us give the old job a thorough going over, to help insure 
good performance. ' 


We'll ,be looking for you, 


Yours for better motoring, 


CAMPBELL & WILLIAMS 
SALES—STUDEBAKER—SERVICE 


90S. Ottawa Ave. 
Dial 3-9451 


1941 OLDSMOBILE "66" 


Hydramatic. 
Radio, heater. A-l condition. 
319 East Eighth St. 
SEE THE NEW 1951 


NASH 
Hemminger Nash 
Sales NASH Service 
Dial 3-8461 


One 
%-ton 
INTERNATIONAL 
KB2 PICK-UP TRUCK. One 
owner, low mileage. 
'4 speed 
transmission, good rubber, spare 
tire, overload springs. Looks 
like new. 1948 model 


JOHNIE'S GARAGE 
Phone 21 
Lee Center, HI. 


COME GET 'EM! 
1948 Willys Panel Delivery. 
1948 Chevrolet Fleetmaster 4 dr. 
1951 Willys 6 cyl. Station Wagon 
1951 Willys 4 WD truck. 
1949 Jeepster Convertible. 
1939 Chevrolet Master Coach. 


F*RANK PERRY MOTOR SALES 
East River Road 
Dixon, 111. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
MOTORCYCLES 
415 First Ave. 
Dixon 


AUTOMOTIVE-SERVICE 


Repair 
Complete 'Front End Alignment 
WEST END BODY SHOP 
1410 W. Ninth Street 
Roy and Clyde Daniels, Props. 


CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
Towing and Wrecker Service 
SMITH-GOODYEAR SERVICE 
200 E. First St. 
Dial 2-8851 


LET US CLEAN AND REPAIR 


YOUR RADIATOR 
Wirth & Wolford 
512 Chicago Ave., Dixon 


Dial 3-8631 


BOATS AND EQUIPMENT 


OUTBOARD MOTORS ... 


For work or play you get 
high quality performance at 
a greater saving with a 
Wards 
Sea King Motor, 
certified and approved by 
Outboard Boating Club of 
America. Packed with post- 
war improvements for your 
greater pleasure. 
12 H. P. 
$214,50 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
110 Hennepin Ave. 


5 horse power Hiawatha 
OUTBOARD MOTOR 
3 years old. Used very little. 
$40.00. 
Phone 4-6132 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


SEWING MACHINES 


Reasonable rates on Sales and 
Service. Free estimate on serv- 
ice. 
Guaranteed. 
Singer Spec- 
ialty. 
10 yrs. experience. 
Dial 
2-4987. 417 First Ave. 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


FARSTER & WENTLING 


Excavating, Sand and 


Gravel 


Black and Fill Dirt 


Dial 3-6832 or 4-3673 


RADIOS AND ELECTRICAL 
APPLIANCES REPAIRED 
Prompt service and reasonable 
prices. 


BARRIAGE APPLIANCE STORE 


109 E. First St. 
Dial 2-8711 


'SWEDISH MASSAGE PARLOR 


1009 Palmyra Ave. 


Dial 2-9641 


MASSAGE FOR HEALTH 


CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS 


and CISTERNS CLEANED 
BOB HAZELWOOD 
Dial 2-3282 
832 Chestnut Ave. 


LET US SHARPEN YOUR 


LAWN MOWER 
again this year. 


WELSTEAD WELDING SHOP 


REFRIGERATION SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL and DOMESTIC. 
Genuine Service Parts for Norge 
and Stewart-Warner Dual-Temp. 
REFRIGERATION SERVICE 
A. N. KNICL 


Dial 4-0911 
Dixon, 111. 


EXCAVATING, SAND, GRAVEL, 
Road rock, fill dirt and black. 
M. C. ZIGLER 
Dial 2-6463 


R & S RESALE 


SCRAP AND IRON CO. 
Will pick up any kind 


of iron anyplace. 
Just Dial 2-8731 


NEED SCREENS or STORMS?? 
Mine are custom built for any 
home. See CLIFFORD SCHICK. 
1217 Walnut Ave. Dial 4-3332. 


NEWMAN MOTOR SALES 
. . . WHERE CARS ARE BETTER 
. . . WHERE PRICES ARE LOWER 
Just to mention a few: Check these! 


1949 Dodge Coronet 4 dr. 
1949 Plymouth Club Coupe 
1948 Dodge Custom 4 dr. 
1948 Dodge Deluxe 4 dr. 
1948 Oldsmobile "66" 2 dr. 
1948 Plymouth 3 pass. Coupe 
1947 Dodge Deluxe 4 dr. 
1947 Plymouth Spc. Deluxe 4 dr. 
1946 Plymouth Spc. Deluxe 2 dr. 
' 


1946 Plymouth Spc. Deluxe 4 dr. 
1941 Plymouth Deluxe 4 dr. 
1940 Oldsmobile 6 cyl. 2 dr. 
1939 Ford 85 2 dr.- 
1937 Plymouth 3 pass. Coupe 
1936 Oldsmobile 6 cyl. 4 dr. 


. FIRST. IN CONDITION — FIRST IN VALUE 


FIRST IN PRICE 


STOP IN TODAY and INQUIRE ABOUT ONE 


OF THE ABOVE BEAUTIES 
NEWMAN 


MOTOR SALES CO. 


76-88 Ottawa Ave. 


Dixon, Illinois 
Phone 2-0271 


TODAY 


the REAL ESTATE business, like most others, is beset 


by perplexing problems of a changing world. 


We arc all striving to build a greater home security for American 
famines. The KURD REAL ESTATE COMPANY, which has 
served Dixon and vicinity for many years, has strived to look 
ahead and mold its services to keep pace with the ever-changing 
world. 
, 


Throughout each year, this company has made a new record of 
progress. Now, in observance of the 100th Anniversary of the 
paper which serves as a messenger between them and the public, 
they humbly acknowledge and thank you for your confidence 
In them. 


SINCERE BEST WISHES TO THE 


DKON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


* HURD REAL ESTATE CO. 


First St. 
Dial 4.1511 


EMPLOYMENT 


Malt Help 


MALE HELP WANTED, between 
ages 25 and 30. Not subject to 
draft. 
Must have high 
schoo 
education and be able to pass 
company physical examination 
Good wages. 
Retirement plan 
Inquire L. J. Duree, Phone 3466 


WANTED: 
MAN FOR CEMETERY WORK 
Must be able to operate power 
mower. 
No other need apply 
No phone calls. Apply J. A. Sny 
der, Supt. Oakwood Cemetery. 
WANTED: 
Honest and reliable 


gcr servicing our accounts in 
this county. This job is perman 
ent and will be good through the 
times ahead. Fast advancemen 
to capable man. Earn $125 to 
$200 weekly. For further infor 
mation write, call or see this 
week 
Kable Inn., Mt. Morris 


MAN WANTED AS 'PRESSER 
Apply in person. 
Steady work. 


DELUXE--. CLEANERS 


GOOD RELIABLE 


MAN 


WANTED 
to act as 


SALES MANAGER 


CAMPBELL- WILLIAMS 
92 Ottawa Ave. 


MAN with car wanted for route 
work. $15 to $20 in a day. No 
experience or capital required. 
Steady. Write today. Mr. Sharp, 
120 E. Clark St., Freeport. 111. 


Wanted: ARTIST 
and 
reliable 
man to work with district mana- 
cer servicing our 
accounts in 
this county. This job is perman- 
ent and will be good through the 
times ahead. Fast advancement 
to capable man. Earni §125 to 
§20) weekly. For further infor- 
mation write, call or see this 
week. 
ROOM .202. FREEPORT 
HOTEL. Freeport, 111. 


Female Help 


WANTED: 
One 
REGISTERED 
NURSE to work in 20 bed hos- 
pital in Northern Illinois. Hours 
3:00 p. m. to 11:00 p. m. Excel- 
lent working conditions, excel- 
lent food, salary 530.00 per week, 
board, room and laundrv. Vaca- 
tion with pay. Write "Box 306, 
c/o Telegraph. 


EXPERIENCED WAITRESS 
wanted. 
Apply in pel-son. 
NO 


PHONE CALLS. PLEASE! 
THE TOWN HOUSE 


SALESGIRL 


Experienced. Able to sell ladies' 
apparel and accessories, 


HOUSE AND TOWN SHOP 


12-1 W. First. 


WANTED: 
CHAMBERMAID. 
Must be steady and reliable. Per- 
manent work and good salary. 
Write and state experience and 
other details about yourself to 
Box 338. Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph. 
WANTED: Quiet, middle-aged 
woman to care for bedfast, aged 


location in town. Phone Ashton 
265M, or write P. O. Box 591, 
Ashton. 111. 


WANTED: 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR 


Position open for telephone op- 
erator. Age 18-30. Must be able 
to Chief Operator 9 a. m. to 5 
& m . . Dixon Home Telephone 


0. 
sxansan DNIHS sav XMVM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Ftmal* Help 


Fountain Clerk 
and 
Waitress, 
over 16, for part time work on 
weekends, Sat and Sun. -Apply 
in person at 
Johns Walgreen 
Agency Drug Store. 
^^^^^siJidHwirw^fiTr^"^" 


STENO-BOOKKEEPER 
Desires Permanent Position. 
Best references. 
Dial 2-3112 


EXPERIENCED 
YOUNG MAN 
would like part-time work On 
farm. 


PHONE 3-7643 


WANTED: 
PAINTING, DECORATING. 
SPRAY PAINTING, by 
John T. Schick 
240 Lincolnway 
Phone 2-6312 


EXPERIENCED WAITRESS 
wanted for nights. Good wages. 


• 
SPOT CAFE 
—Will do— 
ALTERING AND 
DRESSMAKING 
Ph. 4-2476 
105^ N. Galena 


^ARMER^ 


Machinery Sal* 


FOR SALE: ANTHONY TRUCK, 
hydraulic hoist for under grain 
box 
HENRY 
TW AT7TSlr'l<'R 


Phone 3-4604 Dixon. 


MOLINE CORN PLANTER 
and 


WHITE LAVATORY 


FOR SALE 
Walter Thomas, Route 3 


TRACTOR OWNERS 


Ward's Winter King Farm 
Tractor BATTERY 


Guaranteed 24 mo., designed* 
for tough, hard usage of trac- 
tor service. 
Immediate de- 
livery for most all tractors. 


Group One Size 
$11.95 Exch. 


MONTGOMERY WARD CO. 
1 10 Hennepin 
Dixon, 111. 


NEW 
Oliver 77 tracior with hyra-elec- 
tnc control lift. 
Oliver Cletrac. 
Model 
HG42, 
complete, with Ware loader with 
hydraulic controlled bucket. 
Oliver Superior No. 38. accurate 
seeding, grain drills. 


CROMBIE IMPLEMENT 
SERVICE 
East River Road. Dixon 
. Phone 2-7871 


International 2-row corn planter, 
tractor hitch, fertilizer attach- 
ment. 
Good 
condition. 
8-ft. 
John Deere grain binder. Pat V. 
Lally, Ph Sublette 44R3. 


1950 I'/i-ton Studebaker truck. 
1948' 2-ton Rco long wheelbase 
truck. 
1947 1>J ton Chevrolet truck with 
new all-steel grain box. 
1941 1'4-ton International truck. 
Oliver 70 tractor, starter and 
lights. 
' 
John Deere 8-ft. tandem disc. • 
John Deere 290 corn planter with ' 
John Deere horse drawn 
corn 
planter. 
John Deere 2 bottom 
16-inch 
plow 
International horse-drawn corn . 
planter. 
COFFEY IMPLEMENT STORES . 
321 First St 
Dixon. 111. J 


One good used NEW HOLLAND \ 
76 BALER. New canvass. $1250. c 
Also several new 
Kellv 
Ryan 


C. W. WOESSNER 
s 
41b Third Ave. 
Dial 2-7331 t 


ftftft.ftft-ftftftftft 
Classified Ads Market Place0 
For All and Sundry; Everyone, 
It Seems, Uses, Reads Them 


By PAT O'ROURKE 
' 


Classified Ad Department 


"A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT: Advertisements 


grouped by subject usually appearing under specific headings 
in a definite section of a publication." That's the definition If 
Webster gives the well-known Want-Ad, but tot he public it " 
could be known as "mama's little helper." 


The Clasified Adv. pages- of The Dixon Evening Tele- 


graph are designed for the convenience of the public. They 
are the dav-bv-dav messatrn of 
_ 
_ 
are the day-by-day message of 
one-neighbor-to-another, 
of 
one 


merchant to the housewife, farmer, 
or the girl or boy interested in a 
good pair of skates cheap.1 They 
are read daily by hundreds of 
people curious to know if Mrs. 
Jones' roomer'has left, if Sam has 
decided to sell his truck, or double 
checking to make sure that the 
Public Auction they werej>lanning 
to attend is Sept. 10. 


Tells Community Story 


The closely-packed columns of 


The Telegraph's classified pages 
tell the intimate, vital story of 
this community. It's the people's 
market place, the average man's 
modern counterpart of the court- 
house bulletin board plastered with 
the 
well-known 
third-Monday 


bargains. 


Classified speaks eloquently of 


the ever-changing times and the 
ups and downs of the individual 
fortunes. From this writer's point 
of view, she would have you be- 
lieve that almost 90 per cent of 
the subscribers 
inevitably 
turn 


from the front pages to the classi- 
fied, and spend more time gleaning 
through the 8-point type of the 
classified pages than they do on 
any 
other page, 
exclusive of 


course, of the comic page. 


Ads Were Different 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT classified 


ads were printed on the front page. 
In the early editions of the paper, 
a subscriber would read of the 
assassination of the latest presi- 
dent, glance a little to the right or 
left, and see where a local black- 
smith shop had a run on light- 
weight 
horseshoes. 
The First 


Classified ad to appear in the 
Dixon paper xvhich was known as 
The Telegraph-Herald at 
that 


time, was for lard. The publisher, 
Mr. Shaw, was advertising for 
lard to burn in office lamps. Here, 
also is a copy taken from the 1855 
edition, 
fancy: 


which may strike your 


BEEF: May be found at the 
DDCON MEAT MKT. mornings 
and evenings, for those who wish 
to buy same for cash. 
adv. 


a patient who no longer needs it, 
is my best example for you. 


Follow t* Regular Routine 


Let us follow the birth of a 


Want-Ad at the Telegraph: Mrs. 
John Jones, of 649 Main street 
has a gas range for sale.'' She de- * 
cided that a Telegraph Classified 
Ad will do the job. Here js the 
process that little message of Mrs. 
Jones' goes through before it meets 
the public's eye. 


1. Mrs. Jones phones 2-1051, 


asks for the Classifed Advertising 
Dept.jmd talks to me. She ex- 
plains just exactly the condition 
of the stove, maybe quotes a price, 
years of service, and 
lastly 
an 


address or phone number. It is my | 
job to help Mrs. Jones in any way 
by wording the ad, quoting prices 
to her, helping her with the classi- 
fication, and explaining how she 
can get best results. 


2. After the phone call, I take 


over the ad, seeing that it is 
worded 
correctly, 
and 
sounds 


reasonable, 
spelling is 
correct, 


classification O.K. 


3. After typing the ad of Mrs. 


Jones on an order, and signifying f 
the type the ad is to be set in, it 
reaches the Composing Room, In 
this room, the ad is set in type 
on a linotype machine by a capable 
operator, who has to be on -^his 
toes every minute, to catch any 
errors I might have missed. 


4. After the operator has set 


the ad, he hands it to the page 
make-up man, and he gives me a 
proof,' so that it may be double 
checked. 
A 


5. Each ad is read 
from 
the 


original copy, (if there is one), or i 
from the ad-taker's copy she has 
received over the phone. If there 
are any errors on the proof page, 
it is handed back to the make-up 
man, and he has them corrected. 


Brief, concise, and dependable 


. . . that's how Mrs. Jones' ad 
should appear in the edition. Here 
is the result: 


"BEAUTY PLUS ECONOMY" 


WHEN YOU PURCHASE A 


"SPENCER" 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE A SPENCER MAKES 


RUTH F. BROWN 


616 East Morgan St. 
Dial 3-9331 


HYLINE HYBRID CHICKS! 


It's never too late. Corn Belt Chicks are hatched the year 'round. 
Contact us immediately for May or summer chicks. Limited num- 
ber of started HY-LINE PULLETS available also. 


Pioneer Hy-Brid Seed Corn 


Into each bag marked PIONEER HYBRID, goes carefully bred, 
highly productive SEED CORN. Out of this bag comes one of 
the most satisfactory and profitable crops of corn you have ever 
grown. 
For the best quality Chicks and the finest in Seed Corn, contact 


FRANK W. SCHOLL . 


ROUTE 1—DIXON, ILL. 


Phones: 2-4367, Res. 
4-8901, Store 


Each ad was printed as a local 


news item, with the letters adv. at 
the foot to signify that the above 
was to be paid. Each advertiser 
did not write the copy to catch the 
eye of the public, as in this modern 
age, but as you can gather from 
the wording, extends an invitation 
to each individual to come into 
his shop, look around, 
and 
if 


interested, buy some beef. Once 
in a while, a personal note would 
come to the front page as shown 
by this 
edition: ad taken from an 1855 


PERSON who borrowed my 
tools from me and forgot to 
jeturn them had better return 
them, as may cost them money 
and grief. 
CHRIS BROOKNER. 
adv. 


JOHN DEERE 
SALES 
— 
SERVICE 


• Quick Service 
• Prompt Delivery 


Firestone Appliances 


"For the Modern Farm Needs" 


IN AMBOY . . . It's the 


B. F. Hinrichs Implement Co. 


Ads Before Caesar 


Want ads are as modern as to- 


morrow, 
but 
historians - have 


traced their origin back to at 
least early Roman days. 


Long- before Caesar conquered 


Gaul, the Romans were grappling 
with the simple problem of offer- 
ing homes for rent or sale. Their 
first method was to smooth off 
and whiten a space on the wall of 
the house for written announce- 
ments or sculptured inscriptions. 


Home-seekers had to. go from 


street to street, possibly missing 
exactly the type of dwelling they 
desired. The Romans solved this 
problem by setting aside certain 
walls 
as 
advertising 
stations. 


Homes were listed and later other 
goods and services until the walls 
became the classified advertising 
sections of the time. So important 
have they grown, and so effective 
ore they in reaching the markets 
that they have become an indis- 
pensable part of a newspaper's 
makeup. This alone accounts for 
the reason the known Want-Ad is 
referred to as "the Grand-daddy 
of all newspaper advertising:." 


Voice of Individual 


Classified advertising 
is 
the 


voice of the individual. It's one 
person talking to another. 
"I've 


a room to rent" or "I want to sell 


GAS RANGE FOR SALE 
White enamel. 2 years old. Exc. 
condition. 
§40. Inquire 
649 
Main St. 


As a result of the ad, Mrs. Jones 


most probably sold the stove. 
Maybe to a burdened mother who 
needed one desperately, but could 
not afford a new one. 
Now in 


turn, the new o\yner of the range 
may sell her old one to help pay 
for her new-found treasure. Thus, 
the ad is constantly at work. 


They Reflect Life 


So you see, the ads are like 


people: 
They 
can 
make 
you 


happy, they can make you sad. 
No one would like to sell an auto- 
mobile because of the recent death 
of the owner, but perhaps there is 
a family^made tremendously happy 
through the purchase of the same 
auto. 


Many ads are canceled after a 


few days and many after only one 
day. 
The ad has satisfied the 


wants of at least two people—the 
person who placed the ad and sold 
the item, and the person or per- 
s'ons who responded to the ad and 
bought the item for sale. 


Multiply this by hundreds and 


hundreds and you get a picture of 
the 
classified 
advertising 
de- 


partment's work every day. 
Six 


days a week, 307 days a year- 
making sales; positions are being 
filled; lost items are being found; 
homes are located; loans are made, 
and all through that one little 
Classified Ad. They never rest— 
never take a day off. As long as 
there is a telephone, a want-ad 
taker, pencil and paper, there are 
classified advertisements. 


Ads Produce Cash 


In these ads, people not only 


find things -they need and want, 
but sell many articles they no( 
longer need, and to quote a phrase 
often given to me, "sell those darn 
things that always clutter up the 
house." 
In all respects, these 


Httle messages passed from one 
neighbor to another in the market 
pages of 


a piano." It's a voice that can be 
pathetic ... as an ad asking for 
the return of a child's dog or the 
pleased voice of a housewife who 
offers an upright piano for sale 
to make room for a baby grand. 
It can be the desperate plea of a 
family that needs a home right 
away, of which there arc many 
in Dixon, or someone downright 
'happy—» wheelchair for' Ml* bjj 


the 
Telegraph 
are 


constantly 
being 
turned 
Into 


always-ready cash. 


Name it—and you can advertise 


it. Advertise it—and you're sure 
to sell it, or at least have in-1 
quiries. Read the ads long enough 
—and you're certain to find what- 
ever you want, 
place, another 


Some time, some 
person 
will be 


seeking to sell what you may need, 
or require what you may have to 
offer. 


If you haven't yet acquired the 


habit of using—and even 
more 


important, of reading—the Class!, 
fled pages of The Telegraph, 
begin todajrl 


Dixon, IHinSis, Tues'day, May 1,1951 
' DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 
' Page Seventeen, 


CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


Modern Ads Mark Trend o 


CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


FARMERS TRADING POST 


^•^j-W^Mins^— w^***^^.^ 
M«cfcl»try Solt 


l-Bilt machine sheds. 
silos, corn cribs, haymakers. Get 
your order in for spring and sum- 
mer 
delivery . BOB PERRY, 
Phone 3-3242. 


New and Used CHAIN SAWS. 
HELLE LUMBER CO. 
Oregon, Phone 430 
Savanna, Phone 1231 
McCulloch Sales and Service 


BEAR CAT HAMMER MILLS. 
Bill Haven Implements 
Franklin Grove. 111. 
Phone 223 


RITE-WAY 
MILKING MACHINE 
2 single units. 
Excellent cond. 
Frank Schinger, Jr., Ashton, 111. 


Kaizer Frazer ROW TILLER 2 
yrs. old. New condition. Cuts 
26" wide, 9" deep. 
CLYDE 
MOSSHOLDER, 
Woosung, 
111. 
Fhone Dixon 4-6118. 


V. O. BONNELL 
Oliver and New Idea Farm 
Equipment — Hardware 
Phone 32 
Sublette, 111. 


USED EQUIPMENT 
1- 1940 John Deere Model "B." 
1- 1939 John Deere Model "A." 
1- 1948 M&M Model "Z." 
New Kewanee Drags. 


NAYLOR~& CO. 
E. River Road 
Dixon. HI. 


MEYERS ELEVATORS 
Bill Hayen Implements 
Franklin Grove. 111. 
223 


ww«^rf^-*^^*»- 


F*e4 and Grain 


FOR SALE: 


40 acres' first crop' 


• Alfalfa, Alsike. Timothy 


MIXED HAY 


Raised on limed and phosphated 
soil. Will sell all or any part by 
weight. Ready June 15. 


WILLIAM GRABBLING 
1*4 mi. west Pennsylvania 
Corners 


NEED SEED CORN? 


I have a few bushels of 


CROW'S HYBRID 


still unsold for 1951 plant- 
ing. 
First come, first serv- 
ed—try it on your farm this: 
year. 


THOMAS L. JORDAN 
322 South Peoria Ave. 
Phone 2-6706 
400 BALES 
ALFALFA HAY 
Phone 2-1281 
9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 


FOR SALE: Choice alfalfa hay. 
wire tied with Case baler. Will 
deliver. North of Lee Center on 
SO. 
Phone Lee Center. BEN- 
JAMIN CLAYTON. 
Early Monroe New Variety SOY- 
BEANS, from certified seed, for 
sale. 
ELDON CRISMAN, 2% 
mi. N.W. Harmon. Ph. Harmon 
4548. 
FOR SALE: Extra good 2nd and 
3rd crop ALFALFA. 
No rain. 
Sold by bale or ton. Dial 3-2698. 
Charles Hummel i 


POTASH 
PHOSPHATE 
MIXED FERTILIZER 
• • • 


NOW AVAILABLE AT 
YOUR SERVICE COMPANY 
• * * 


LEE COUNTY 


SERVICE COMPANY 
Phone 85 - Amboy 


ALFALFA, RED CLOVER, 
SWEET CLOVER. TIMOTHY, 
BROME GRASS SEEDS 
Seed Potato Sets, Pillsbury Best 
Feed and Concentrates; Louden 
Barn 
Equipment: Rite - Way 
milkers; garden fertilizers. 


CLAYTON RHODES FEED 
SERVICE 
117 Peoria Ave. 


1200 wire tied bales CLOVER and 
ALFALFA HAY. Also milking 
machine, milk cooler, hot water 
heater, cans, wash-tubs. 
Also 
riding horse. 
Samuel I. Quinn, 
Route 3, Dixon, HI., Polo 61045. 


FARMERS TRADING POST 


^^h^-^»^^f-»^-^r-i.^^'^rf-^i^fc^fc*^i<i"S»* 
Livoitock for Sot* 


2 PONIES 
6 SADDLE HORSES 
FOR SALE. 
Henry Faber. Maytown Rd. 
Ph. Ohio 2646 


HAVING DECIDED to quit milk- 
ing:, I will sell my entire Holstein 
dairy herd consisting- of 2 regis- 
tered cows now milking- and 1 
registered heifer: 5 grade cows 
now milking and 3 bred heifers. 
Ralph Rapp. Ashton. 111. Phone 
74-011. 


FEEDER PIGS WANTED! 
Any size. By the head or pound. 
J. W. Evans, Phone 2613 
Ohio, 111. 


—ORDER CHICKS NOW— 


250 started Hy Cross Chicks. 1 
week old. Hatches 
off 
each 
Tuesday. ULLRICH HATCHERY, 
Franklin Grove, 111.. Prone 64 or 
83110. 


FOR SALE: 


SEVERAL CHOICE 


POLAND CHINA FALL BOARS 
They are by Quick Silver and 
are out of our best sows. If 
you are looking for boars to 
improve your herd, we have 
them. A Rood Poland China 
Boar is ideal for cross-breed- 
ing.., 
For your next Boar contact 
E. C. MORRISSEY & SON 
(11 miles south of Dixon) 
Mail address: Rt. 1, Amboy, 111. 


WHY WASTE GRASS 


150 Whitefacc steer and heifer 
calves. 
200 Whiteface lightweight year- 
lings. 
150 Whiteface cows with calves 
at side. 
These cattle are ideal for your 
spring pasture. 


BOWLING CATTLE CO. 
C. G. W. Yards 
Phone 2722 
Sycamore. 111. 
or contact H. M. HAACK 
Phone 259, Forrcston, 111. 


•s^H.Urf•Vj-'Hrf-'i-^wi--"*---*-'1 


farm Service 


PHONE DIXON 3-9271, AMBOY 
253 or ASHTON 34 for Illinois' 
Oldest and Best Proved Artificial 
Breeding Service. H. 
Dressel, 
C. Dieterle, technicians. 


LIVESTOCK HAULING. 
TO CHICAGO 
"CHUCK" HAENITSCH 
Hartford Insurance 
Dial 3-5491 


—TELEVISION— 
Brighten 
your home with 
a 
PHILCO "fringe" area "TV" set. 
DIXON MOTORS 
Sl-83 Hennepin 
Dial 4-9441 


DAIRYMEN 
BREED your cows artificially 
to sires proved great. 
C. Crownhart Dial Nachusa 731 


^wXNX'w^-W^i'—w-*w*>«^i 
Farm Loans 


For One of the Best INSURANCE 
LOANS AVAILABLE 
Dial •1-1511 or write 


Hurd Real Estate 


HOVs 
First St.- 


POULTRY 


100 WHITE ROCK 
PULLETS 
FOR SALE. 
Call West Brooklyn 3F3 


STOUFFER'S have thousands of 
BABY CHICKS hatching each 
week. All Pullorum Passed; also 
20,000 started clux from 1 to •) 
wk. old. Special sale on day-old 
White Leghorn and New Hamp- 
shire pullets. Come to STOUF- 
FER'S at LENA. ILL. for your 
chicks. BARGAINS! 
STOUFFER'S HATCHERY 
Lena, 111. 


CHICKS! CHICKS! 


Booking orders now for April anc 
May delivery. 
Some 
startec 
chicks on hand, Including heavy 
breed cockerels. 
Leghorn cock- 
erels every week. Write, phone 
or come to sec us. STOUFFER 
FARM & HATCHERY. Mt. Mor- 
ris. 
Local Rep.: Rhodes Feed 
Store, Dixon. 


AUCTION 


"SHOP fOR CHARITY" 


The Dixon Service Club, in support of the K. S. B. Hos- 


pital, will conduct a CHARITY AUCTION. We are 


anxious for your patronage. 


SATURDAY, MAY 26--1 p.m. 


GRAND DETOUR, ILL . 


Have you done your Spring Cleaning? We are solicit- 


ing donations, and will gladly furnish free 


pick-up service. 


PLEASE CALL ONE OP THE FOLLOWING 


NUMBERS: 


2-2023 — 92-2143 


—Watch the Classified Pages for further 


"SHOP FOR CHARITY" information. 


For the Finest- In 


USED CARS... 


"Stop and Shop" 


at 


* 


Dixon Motors 


LOU SINOW 
WILSON DYSART 


SAM KLAMAN 


FOOD 


WHAT'S COOKIN1 


at CLEDON's? 
Summer Mints, all flavors; 
Pecan Clusters 
Butter Creams 
Fruit Bon Bons 
Caramel Corn 
Delicious food, enjoy it every day 


VEGETABLE and FLOWER 
PLANTS. 
PERENNIALS. 
Carry's Garden & Greenhouse 


1307 W. 4th St. 
Ph. 3-5763 


ARE YOU SATISFIED with your 
lawn? If not, stop in and get 
our Fine Grass Seed and Fertil- 
izer. Free use of our roller and 
spreader. 


ZUEND SEED & HOBBY STORE 
117 N. Galena 


SPRING SPECIALS! 


BECHTEL FLOWERING 
CRABS, 3 to 4 ft 
$1.70 
CUT LEAF WEEPING BIRCH 
5 to 6 ft 
$4.00 


WEEPING WILLOW • 
5 to 6 ft 
$1.40 
Raspberries, Rhubarb, 
Aspara- 
gus, Currants, Gooseberries and 
Strawberry Plants. 


HENRY LOHSE NURSERY 
. 
2 mi. W. on Rt. Alt. 30 


FOR SALE: Garden rotary tiller, 
26" wide. 9" deep. 5 h. p. mo- 
tor. 
In A-l condition. 
Clyde 
Mossholder. Woosung. Ph. 4-6118. 


HERE'S THE WINNING 
TICKET . . 
A Classified Ad. 
DIAL 2-1051, and place your ad 
today, and be amazed at the re- 
sults you will get. 


FERTILIZER 


vve have plenty of mixed formu- 
lated fertilizer on hand for corn, 
rats and soybeans. 
Now available for gardens 4-12-8. 
WE DELIVER. 
DIXON-ELDENA 
CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY 
Eldena 4-3746 
Dixon 4-0361 


SIMPLICITY GARDEN 
TRACTORS 
2 and 3 h. p. variety. Attach- 
ments available. 
C W. WOESSNER 
415 Third Ave. 
Ph. 2-7331 


State Tested 
TIMOTHY SEED 
John A. Schafer 
Franklin Grove, 111. 


the Vogue Shoppe. 
pav for ad. 


MRS. 
HARKINS 


in 
Identify and 


LOST: YOUNG MALE CAT; fine 
cray and black striped, white 
markings. Vicinity of Peoria and 
Third street. 
Reward. 
Phone 


3-4071. 


PERSONAL 


A NEW SERVICE IN DDCON. 
Invisible 
over-weaving 
mends 
moth holes and cigarette burns. 
PHONE 92-2777 


SPENCER INDIVIDUALLY 
DESIGNED SUPPORTS FOR 
MEN. 
Ruth Brown, 616 E. Mor- 


gan. Dial 3-9331. 
BEAUTY PLUS ECONOMY 
WHEN YOU PURCHASE YOUR 
SPENCER FROM RUTH BROWN 
DIAL 3-9331 


PERSONAL 


TOO MANY BILLS? 


EXPENSES TOO HIGH? 
NEED CLOTHING, CAR 


REPAIRS? 


What can be done??? 


—SEE CHUCK— 


For a loan to consolidate 


Cash $20-$50Q 


Cash on monthly 


\ 
repayments 


Northern Illinois 


Corporation 


"Under State Supervision" 


103 S. Galena 


Phone 3-0641 or 3-0651 


CUSTOM MADE 


100% 
WOOLEN PURSES 
All colors. All styles. 


GERTRUDE CARPENTER 
417 Second Ave. 
Dial 4-4952 


NEED MONEY 
IN A HURRY 


Community Loan 


Corp. 


"Under State Supervision" 
Can furnish you up to $500 
on your own signature and 
security, 
stop in at 96 


Galena Ave., or 


PHONE 4-1051 


PUBLIC SALE 


.f'WiiyN^v^xx"s^-\j'xxx^x>^. 


Auctioneer's Notice 


FRED KRUM 
AUCTIONEER 
POLO. ILLINOIS 
PHONE 6-4272 
/ UCTIONEER 
FRED J. BENSON 


HOUSEHOLD and FARM SALES 
HARMON--Dial 4366 


ROE'S CONSIGNMENT SALE 
GHANA. ILL. 


Auction every Tuesday. A good 
market for all livestock and ma- 
chinery. 
Call Oregon 8355 foi 
truck. 


JSffifiL 
FOR RENT: 
Large, first-floor 
SLEEPING ROOM 
For 1 or 2 ladies. 
403 West Third St. 


HORSES TO RIDE. 
Call Grand Detour 2654. 
ALSO some Red Clover 
Seed. State tested. 


WANT ADS BRING RESULTS 


You've Watched Us Grow! 


from a modest little garage, to the modern service cen- 
ter that we are today. 
Our association with PONTIAC has meant progress and 
leadership to our organization and to you . . . OUR 
FRIENDS. 
It has meant pleasure and satisfaction for TERMINAL 
to serve you, and hope that in the near future, when we 
deliver your new PONTIAC in your driveway, you will 
join in the ranks of our many 


SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 


Come in today and look at the many 


"PONTIAC GOOD WILL USED CARS" 


now on display. 


TERMINAL PONTIAC 


"Across from High School" 


Dial 4-1451 


Our Finest Advertisement 


Satisfied Patron 


It has Been our pleasure to serve the farmers in 
this community with a full line of J. I. CASE IM- 
PLEMENTS. 


It is very gratifying to know that we have sold 
the finest of Implements to the finest of people. 


Our Greatest Aim... To Serve You! 


Complete Line of 
• Meyers Elevators 
• Bear Cat Hammer-mills 
• Goodyear Tires 
• Full line Gates Belts 


ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE 


BILL HAYEN IMPLEMENT CO. 


Franklin Grove, 111. 
• 
Phone 223 


RENTALS 


SLEEPING ROOM 
. FOR RENT. 
Employed girl preferred. 
Call at 717 W. Second 


Modern 1st floor 4-rm. APART- 
MENT and bath. Recently redec- 
orated. 
Stoker heat, hot water 
heater and garage. 
Short dis- 
tance from Dixon. Write Box 
330, c/o Telegraph. 


Pleasant, large. 2 rm. FURNISH- 
ED APARTMENT. All utilities 
and heat furnished. Reasonable. 
On 
bus line. Close in. Rock 
Falls 
Phone Dixon 2-4262. 


FOR RENT: 
2 SLEEPING ROOMS 
Men on.v! 
715 West Third St 


IN DEMAND 
In Wanted-to-Buy Ads: 
Stoves Winter Sport Items, etc. 
DIAL 2-1051 


1 UNFURNISHED ROOM 
WANTED BY LADY. 
Good references. 
Write Box 339. c/o Telegraph 


, 
4 or 5 ROOM 
HOUSE WANTED. 
Call 2-6512 anytime except 
2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 


»Vanted to Rent: PASTURE for 
30 cattle. 
STODDARD DANE- 
KAS Route No. 3, Rochelle, 111. 
P. O. Box 321 Dixon. Phone Ro- 
chclle 92313. 


, PASTURE WANTED 
for 8 head of young cattle. 
RALPH BRADFORD 
RFD Amboy 


WANTED: PASTURE 
for 15 or 20 head of cattle.' 
MILTON VAUPEL 
Ashton, 111. 


SALE-HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


,XN^^XV^^i^^XXX'XXXj^V^S^%^S^^^^X%rf^*l^^^^'i^^-*^«" 


4 burner 
NORGE GAS RANGE 
Excellent condition. 
Phone 4-5232 


CLOSING OUT ESTATE 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
FOR SALE. 
9x12 rugs and smaller; lace cur- 
tains draperies, lined and un- 
lined; bedspreads; 
p i c t u r e s ; 
desks; cooking utensils; dresser 
runners. Dial 3-9571. 228 Lin- 
coin Way. 
SAFE, soapless superior shampoo 
for rugs and upholstery—that's 
Fina Foam. Eichler's Basement. 
Wanted to Rent: Two or three 
bedroom house. Will he perman- 
ently located here. Well known 
In Lee county and can give best 
of references. 
Write or phone 


3466. Lee, 111 J. T. Stamps. 


?'OR SALE: Apartment portable 
washer and hand wringer. Holds 
three pounds of dry wash. $25. 
Sam Lehman. Phone 4-5042. 


Chests drawers, dressers, beds, 
chrome and other breakfast sets, 
kitchen cabinets, wardrobe trunk. 
WILLIAMS USED FURNITURE 
Haldane. 5 miles north Polo. 


Dark finished 
SPINET DESK, 
i 
Goo I SPEED QUEEN WASHER 
415 N. Ottawa 


WARD'S 


for the Best Buys in 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
See for Quotations on: 
* Windows, 4 styles. 
* Picture Windows, 2 styles. 
* Interior Doors. 
* Birch Flush Doors. 
* Exterior Doors. 
* Self-storing Comb. Windows. 
* Aluminum Awnings. 
* Wood Kitchen Cabinets. 
* Bath Sets. 
* Furnaces. 
•) 
* Factory-built Garages. 
* Insulation. 
* Roofing and Siding. 
* Plastic Tile. 
* Garage Doors. 


MONTGOMERY WARD CO. 
110 Hennepin 
Dial 2-1911 


FOR SALE: 
Babee-Tcnda. Tecta-Babe, 
swintr and buggy. 
Calf 4-6191 


baby 


4 CHILD'S COATS, sizes 8-10; 
lady's coats, size 14; also attach- 
ments for Hoover vacuum sweep- 
er. 
Dial 3-8481 . 


FOLDING BABY BUGGY 
In good condition. 
Reasonable. 
Phone 2-5471 


COMPLETE bed, $20; square din 
ing table, $10; baby buggy, $6: 
two-burner hotplate, $9. Neil 
Eller. Franklin Gr,ove, 73230. 


•J wheel home-made TRAILER, 
new 2" bottom, practically new 
tires, also Sears-Roebuck elec- 
tric quarterback Cement Mixer 
Nov.. Dial 3-6852. 


SET OF 600x16 
MOBILE TIRES 
Driven 12,000 miles. 


, 
$35 set 
Call between 5 and 6 p. m. 
2-5441 


2 TONE GREY STORKLINE 
BABY BUGGY 
Excellent condition. Reasonable 
Phone 4-3181 


HAYWOOD-WAKEFIELD 
B A B Y B U G G Y 
1 vear old. Good condition. 
1710 West First St. 


---for USED FURNITURE 


With That NEW LOOK - - - 


• - . 
WILLstead's\ 


Used Furniture and Antiques 


95 OTTAWA AVE. 
DIAL 3-7372 


30 YEARS IN MUSIC PROFESSION 


4 YEARS IN MUSIC BUSINESS 


... which means-WE KNOW MUSIC! ! 


WESTGOR 


Musical Instrument Company 


Carries' a complete line of high quality Musical Instruments. 
COME IN and see our variety of beautiful Pianos. Sweet, mel- 
low tones, handsomely finished. Reasonably priced. 


115 HENNEPIN AVE. 
DIAL 4-9351 


TREE TRIMMING 


ft ft 


Complete Tree Service 


. Fully Equipped 


. Fully Insured 


Feel Free to Talk Over Your Tree Problems 


.With Us, at No Extra Cost. 


ft 
ft 
' 
/ 


DIXON SERVICE COMPANY 


"THE ONLY FULLY EQUIPPED TREE 


SERVICE IN THIS AREA" 


Phone 4-0651 After 5 P. M. 


Slaple bed refrigerator, cabinet 
base 36 in. high, antique kitchen 
cupboaru. baby pen. baby buggy, 
chroma kitchen sets. 


WILLstead's 
9o Ottawa. 
Dial 3-7372 


3 new shower units with fittings; 
? used lavatories and fittings: 
1 combination coal and gas res- 
tauraiv( range, all white enamel. 
1 1938 Lincoln 4 dr. sedan, like 
ne-w all new tires. 
Garrison's 
Repair Shop. Dial 6-3762 Polo. 


Garden tools, lawn mowers, roll- 
away beds, drill presses, pump 
jacks, cloth and congo rugs, pa- 
per baler, boys' and girls bicy- 
cles, dresses and men's suits, 
shoes, restaurant equipment, elec- 
tric washers. Sunbeam Mixmas- 
tcrs. All kinds of used furniture. 


I. ZENTZ 
Route 30 
Rock Falls 


Yes. There's Inflation in 
the Classified Ads. 


RESULTS are BIGGER 
Than Ever. 
DIAL 2-1051 


NEW 6.70-15 
4-PLY TIRES. 
Telephone 
3-3301 


ORNAMENTAL IRON WORKS. 
Railings. 
columns. 
brackets, 
screen door grills, etc. 
RED WHITE MACHINE & 
WELDING CO. 
Grand Detour 
Phone 2271 


ECONOMY Ready-built 5 and 6 
room homes. Can be erected in 
one or two days. 'Garage, hog 
iind poultry houses. Also 6 rm. 
conventional built homes. 


EDW. 
I. SHIPPERT. Agt. 
W. 3rd St. 
Dial 4-2231 
Dixon. 111. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADS are 
Silent 
Salesmen, but PERSISTENT — 
always1 in the public eye. 


WRINGER ROLLS TO FIT 
ALL MODELS OF WRINGERS 


PARRIAGE APPLIANCE STORE 
109 East First St. 


PHILCO TELEVISION. 
Available at 


DIXON MOTORS 
81-83 Hennepin Ave 


LAWN MOWERS SHARPENED 
—Bicycles Repaired— ..' , 


GENERAL REPAIR SHOP ' 
214 Madison 
Dial 3-7163 


Muilcol Uitr«m«nt« 


GIBSON GUITARS AND 
MANDOLINS FOR SALE 


Guitars 
$85 to-$142.50 
Mandolins 
$85 to J95 


RAY MILLER MUSIC STORE5: 
102 Pcoria Ave. 
, 


BARGAINS 
IN 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Used and Reconditioned. 
Cornet"!, trumpets, saxophones, 
clarinets, trombones, accordions, 
guitais. 


Low Prices - Easy Terms 


RAY MILLER MUSIC STORE 
J03 Peoria Ave. 


See the Famous 
DALLAPE ACCORDION 
Now On Display! 


JOIN THE ACCORDION BAND. 
Beginner classes now being: form- 
ed. 
Rental instruments if de- 


sired. 


WESTGOR MUSIC 
115 Hennepin Avenue 


. RAT TERRIER PUPPIES 
and Blue Persian Kittens. 
Call Tuesday 
at 1222 West Sixth. 


KO 


—A SURE SIGN THE MAN'S OUT 


OK" 


—A SURE SIGN THE MAN'S IN 


You definitely will be 'in' when you buy a used car 
or truck that carries the genuine Chevrolet "OK" guar- 
antee. 
Every "OK" car must be thoroughly reconditioned and 
must be able to pass rigid tests and standards. The 
"OK" means dependable motoring for years to come. 
Stop in today and see our selection of "OK" guaranteed 
used cars and trucks. 


HARRISON MOTOR SALES 


CHEVROLET - CADILLAC 


414 First Street 
Dial 3-1551 


PICKET FENCE 
. 


Built up in 8-foot sections including posts 


24 inches high 
: 
..— $3.25 


36 inches high 
...... 3.50 


48 inches high 
3.75 . 


Picket Gates to Match the Fence 


FARM GATES 


12-Foot — 14-Foot — 16-Foot 


OAK CONSTRUCTION LUMBER 


Sinnissippi Forest Sawmill 


Four Miles South of Oregon—East Side of Rock River 


Phone 232 or Evenings R-916-3 


INEWSPAPERif 


JEANGUENAT MOTOR SALES 


KAISER -FRAZER 


SALES - SERVICE 


' & 


We Offer 


Complete Repairs on All Makes 


DX GAS and OIL- 


& 


Open for Your Convenience 


7 a. m. -9 p. m. 


Sunday 'til Noon 


See Us Today for Complete Service 
368 Everett St. 
Dial 3-0941 


/SPAPERfiRCHIVI 
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SALE-MISCELUNEOUS 


Pets for $•!• 


CHASM—the BIRD DEALER 
Canary Birds — Love Birds' 
Gages — Seeds. 
Also have for sale 
Crocheted and Embroidery Work 
Ship by express. 
Open day or night 


OREGON, ILL. 
Phone 218-L 
. 
we Buy Birds 


Closing Out Sale of 
- • / 
COLLIES 
Puppies and'grown dogs. See 
MIKE OOFFEY. 
Pennsylvania 


Ave. after 4 p. m. 


SAIE-REAL ESTATE 


ASEVEIWROOM 
bedrooms and bath upstairs. 
Large living room, dining room 
and -very modern kitchen: also 
large attic and full basement. 
:•* 821 PALMYRA ROAD 


FARMS 
Ltot your Farm for sale with us. 
We have prospective buyers for 
both small and large farms. 
*-F. X. NEWCOMER & CO. 


6 ROOM BUNGALOW on South- 
east j'Side. 
Attached garage. 
Stoker heat A good buy. For 
appointment Phone 4-1621. 
¥. X. NEWCOMER & CO. 


6 *ROOM MODERN HOME on 
South. Side. 
"Hardwood 
floors. 
Excellent condition. For appomt- 
ment-.Phone 4-1621. 
TF.'X. NEWCOMER & CO. 


'7 ROOM HOME 
on'North Side. Hot air heat. 
Large lot. 
Close to bus. See 
this home at once. For appoint- 
ment Phone 4-1621. 
F. X. NEWCOMER & CO. 


5 ROOM MODERN BUNGALOW 
with extra lot. 
Double garage, 
on highway. 
Close 
in. 
Also, 
LARGE 
CHOICE BUILDING 
LOTS on highway. Close m. 
TEDWALL AGENCY 


123>4 Galena Ave. 
Ph. 4-0671 office; 2-8051 res. 


A 6 ROOM BARGAIN!! 
A dream of a modern 6 rm. and 
bath home. Completely insulat- 
ed. 
Fireplace, 
electric water 
heater, automatic oil 
furnace, 
garage. Location excellent, next 
to Presbyterian church. Car. be 
seen in Franklin Grove. GEORGE 
IVES. PHONE 47. 


—North Side— 
NESTLED against a hill- 
side that's a windbreak— 
This beautiful new Mod- 
ern Home awaits your 
living. : . Transportation 
at your door. . . . School 
and 
shopping 
facilities 
excellent. 


MAKE IT A MUST 
TO SEE AT ONCE 
' 


'. . . . The Home you 
always wanted to buy 
but have never found. 


CALL 


PHONE 3-8171 
L J.Welch, Realtor 


6 rm. MODERN HOME AND GA- 
RAGE. Excellent location. Price 
$12,500. 


22 ACRE FARM for sale. Mod- 
ern home, quick poss. 
, 


6 rni. MODERN HOME. Immedi- 
ate .possession. $2500 down. baL 
like rent. 
"List Your Property With Us" 
H. B GERDEsTREAL ESTATE 
211 East First St. 
Phones 4-9411 or 4-2831 
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 2 APT. 
HOME. 4 rms. and bath each. 
Stoker heat, hot water heater, 
Sirage, 2 extra lots, 9 miles from 
ixon. Small down payment, 
balance like rent Poss. of lower 
apartment soon. Write Box 329, 
c/o Telegraph. 
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 2-Apt. 
HOUSE showing good income. 
Good location. 
Dial 2-4444 for 
appointment 


START WORKING FOR 
YOURSELF 
Buy a farm In prosperous long- 
growing 
season 
Southeastern 
Wisconsin (12 miles north of 
state line) where tenants can buy 
at prices they can afford to pay. 
Liberal terms. 
Wnte for lists 
or better still, come see us. 
MORRISSEY & GILBERT 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
FOR THE 
JUNE BRIDE 


This ONE BEDROOM 
HOME . . . gas heat, 
large living room, bath, 
utility 
room, modern 
kitchen and garage at- 
tached is ready! 


DON'T MISS IT! 


L J. Welch Co. 
REALTOR - INSURANCE 


Phone 3-8171 


SAWS 


Machine Filed 


Lawn Mowers 


Hand and Power 


also 


Scissors Sharpened 


BICYCLES REPAIRED 


WORK 


- GUARANTEED 
1-DAY SERVICE 


LYLE STANLEY 


410 Hennepin Ave. 


SALEREAL ESTATE 


Iitat* for Salt 


COMFORTABLE 10 ROOM 
HOUSE, South Side. 
In good 
condition. 
On 75x150 ft. lot 9 
bedrooms, large living room. Im 
mediate poss. Dial 4-9391. 


APARTMENT HOUSE showing 
good income. 
Close in. North 


side. 
5 RM. MODERN RESIDENCE 
in business district. Large lot, 
garage. Immediate poss. $9,000. 


LIKE NEW 5 rm. strictly mod- 
ern 
BUNGALOW. 
Oil 
heat. 
South Side. Poss. May 1. Pnced 
to sell. 
5 RM. modern residence, north 
side. 
5 RM. modern bungalow. North 
side. 
Several 
other good 
residence 
properties, acreage and farms. 


TEDWALL AGENCY 
123% Galena Ave. 
Ph. 4-0671 office; 2-8051 res. 


100 YEARS, and people are still 
advertising. 
It is a 
tradition 
that will be earned down from 
generation to generation, because 
advertising is just another form 
of conversation between neighbor 
to neighbor, town to town, tell- 
ing each and everyone what is 
for sale or trade, what needs to 
be bought, and what is for rent. 
Classified is the market place 
for Dixon and all surrounding 
communities. Use it soon, and 
use it wisely. 


6 ROOM HOUSE 
Garage: hardwood floors through- 
out 
Nice backyard with fire- 


place. 816 W. Fourth St. 


HARRY COOLEY 


MIDWEST SECTIONAL HOMES 
do not have that prefabricated 
look. 3 to 7 rooms. $1450 up. 
Order NOW for spring delivery. 
Write for plans and inspect sam- 
ple house at Midwest Bldg. Co., 
Charleston, 111. Ph. 11. 
THESE 
ARE 
YOUR PAGES. 
They are the pipeline from you 
to your neighbor. Today m cele- 
bration of our 100th anniversary, 
we say "thanks" to each and 
every advertiser of the Classified 
pages, for their fullest coopera- 
tion and the understanding that 
they have so ardently given us 
during this time. 
• 


5 ACRE TRACT 
of good level land. 
No build- 
ings? Well fenced. Joins city 
limits. Priced for quick sale. 


5 ROOM MODERN HOUSE 
Oil heat, double garage, 2 extra 
lots with building 20x24. 


3 ROOM MODERN HOUSE 
$6.500. 


Hess Agency 


DIAL 2-0201 


TODAY, we are 100 years 'old. 
And. what better time than now 
<Jo we have for saying "thanks" 
to one and all for your kind un- 
derstanding of corrections and 
general mistakes. We do our 
best, and for your cooperation 
we are truly grateful. 


GOOD BUYS 
20 ACRE TRACT 


with modern bungalow, oil heat 
has other buildings for stock anc 
poultry. 
All good, "black, level 
land on Improved road. Close to 
Dixon. 
5 'room bungalow, modern, locat- 
ed north side. Price $10,500. 
5 ROOM STRICTLY MODERN 
BUNGALOW 


Has all conveniences. Tile bath. 
Living room and kitchen. Locat- 
ed South Side. Price $12,500. 


Real Estate Co. 


HOi/4 W. First St. 
Dial 4-1511 


WE'VE ENJOYED printing your 
day by day story to your neigh- 
bor telling him what you have 
for sale; and what you want to 
buy. We hope to serve you even 
better in the future. 


WANTED TO BUY 


•V^N^^^^.*^^^^*-^^^^^^!^*^^^**'^^* 
10x12 BROODER HOUSE 
WANTED 
In good condition. 
Phone 3-3532 


STATISTICS SHOW nearly every- 
one reads the Classiifed Page, 
You are our latest "statistic." 
Telegraph Want Ads bring re- 
sults for thousands. 


FOLDING BABY BUGGY 
Wanted. 
In good condition. 
Dial 3-7989 


'Say, Madam!!' 


We have a complete assort- 
ment of plant foods for your 
house plants.. 
a Hyponex 
. Plant Life. 
t Plant Marvel 


By the way—we have some 
very nice potted plants for 
the plant food, too- 


Stop in Today! 


Cook's Flowers 


IF 


I WERE IN THE MARKET FOR A 


USED CAR ... 


I WOULD VISIT 
DON RICH 


927 Avery 


"Second Street West of Avery" 


"Back of Chapel Hill" 


YIPPEE J WEfe£ ALL 


TELE6RAPHAN 


N0/&& 
PETTEfc 


DIXON EVENING TaEGRAPH 


on its 


100th ANNIVERSARY 


WANTED TO BUY 


*XXX^«^s»y^ta*"^«ta^^*»rfw*^-lfc^S^ 
Wanted to Buy: 
TWIN SIZE 
BABY BUGGY 
Call 2-6161 
Want to Buy 
HOME DEEP-FREEZER 
4 cubic feet. 
Sam Lehman, Phone 4-5042 


"STANLEY STEAMER" 
or any auto can be 
QUICKLY SOLD 
for Cash HERE. 
DIAL 2-1051 


WANTED TO BUY: 
Highest prices paidv for 
live, 
crippled or disabled cows. 
Dixon Dial 4-8661 


LEGAL PUBLICATIONS 


t**f+*s**s>*r****s*+**^^r***l**>~*J~*****^ 


NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
Notice is hereby given to all 
persons that Monday, June 4, 
1951, is the claim date In the es- 
taet of Mary Elizabeth Killmer, 
deceased, pending in the County 
Court of Lee County, Illinois, and 
that claims may be filed against 
the said estate on or before said 
date without Issuance of «um- 
mons. 
Faust H. Boyd, 


Administrator 


E. S. Wadsworth. Attorney 
April 25, May 1, 8, 1951 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


DIXON. ILLINOIS 


Mrs. Eustace Shaw, 
Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
Dixon, Illinois. 
' 


Dear Mrs, Shaw 


May I, in behalf of the Officers, Directors, and Members of the 


Dixon Chamber of Commerce offer you our sincere congratulations for 
the continued service rendered this community by your paper and 
business firm for the past 100 years. 


The Centennial Edition published by your paper will be an historic 


chronicle, which will be valued by all classes of people, for no doubt, 
It will fully cover the history of this area for a hundred years, 
Including the activities of young and old alike. 


It is an outstanding and thoughtful gesture on your part to 


sponsor such a gigantic Centennial edition and we as an organization 
which has benefited greatly by your fine cooperation throughout the 
vears, wish to express our very sincere appreciation for this contri- 
bution to civic and historic progress. 


We trust your paper and firm will continue in business another 


one hundred years to serve the public in the future, as faithfully as 
you have in the past. 


Sincerely yours, 
VICTOR N. EICHLER, President, 
Dixon Chamber of Commerce. 


NO "MISS HUSH" 
In Classified Ads. 
Everyone Talks About the 
Results They Get 
DIAL 2-1051 


Selling Your House, 
Dog, Stove, Cor, Hogs, 


Wife??? 


• Let Us Do It 


for You! 


DIAL 2-1051 


Ask for Ad-Taker 


Tell Her Your Story and 


Presto! ! 


YOUR SALE 


IS MADE 


-This Is Our 32nd 
Year in Business 


In the beginning, our chief inter- 
ests was in the repairing of stor- 
age batteries, auto 
generators, 
starters and other electrical work. 
When radio came along, we made 
and assembled battery radios. 
And then, when the ELECTRIC 
WELDING machine became prac- 
tical, 
we bought 
the FIRST 


WELDER in Lee County, and 
were the first in Dixon to own a 
LAWN MOWER SHARPENING 
MACHINE. 
Through these years, we have 
done our best to serve the commu- 
nity in every way, and hope that 
we may continue to do so in the 
future. 


Conveniently Located 
WELSTEAD 


Welding Shop 


DIXXON, ILL. 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


GENERAL OFFICE 


SO ROCKCPeLLCN PLAZA 


NEW YORK 20. N. Y. 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
The -Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs, Shaw: 


Please let me add my congratulations to the many I know you are 


receiving on the 100th anniversary of The Evening Telegraph. 
Very few newspapers have been in existence that long. It is 


significant, and a tribute to you, your sons and your predecessors that 
The Evening Telegraph has done so. 
The Evening Telegraph's age is proof that it has served Dixon and 


the Dixon area well. It is our hope and belief that your Associated 
Press has been helpful in doing this, and it is a special privilege to 
salute you on such a happy occasion. 


With warm good wishes to you and the entire Evening Telegraph 


organization as it enters its second century, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
MARION SHEEN 
General Executive 
Associated Press, New York 


Bert O. Vogeler 


GENERAL 


AUCTIONEER 


• Real Estate 


• Farm Sales 


• Household Goods 
Phone 82210 
Franklin Grove, 111. 


ROE'S 


Consignment Sale 


EVERY TUESDAY 


1 Mile East of Ghana, 111., 


on Route 64 


IN OUR 19th YEAR OF SELLING 
We Are Happy to Bring 


• All kinds of Livestock 
• Farm Machinery 
• Trucks, Autos 
• Grain - Hay, Clover Seed 
• Posts, Lumber 
• Merchandise and Tools 
• Poultry 


to the Farmers of Northern 


Illinois 


If You Have Anything to Sell, 


--Call- 
ROE'S 


Auction Service 


OREGON 9355 


M. R. Roe 
John M. Roc 


John Gentry, Lee Center 


Auctioneers 


SUIT-SAVERS SHOP 


Overweaving 


MENDS 


MOTH HOLES 
•• 
CIGARETTE BURNS 


TEARS IN WOOLENS 


TO LOOK LIKE NEW 


$3 AND UP 


DIAL 92-2777 


MRS, GENE BLAKE 


Home Sites 


In Assembly Park on the 
shores of beautiful Rock 
river. 
• • 


RIVER FRONT LOTS 


$3,000 to $3,750 


OTHER LOTS 
$900 to $2,000 


/ 


For further information 


DIAL 2-1051 


BEN T. SHAW 


WANT TO SELL YOUR HOME, 
YOUR CAR. BABY 
BUGGY, 
SEWING MACHINE, WASHER, 
or 
anything for that 
matter, 
why not let us do it for you. 
There i 
always someone who 
needs what you don't want, and 
has what vou need. 
Read the 
CLASSIFIED 
PAGE 
EVERY 
NIGHT, place a want-ad your- 
self and get sure-fire results In 
no time. 
... 
Just DIAL 2-1051, and we will 
be glad to help you in any way! 


"Centennia 


Specials" 


—1948 John Deere M—With 


Hyd. Con. & 2 14" Mounted 
Plow. Looks and runs like 
new. This is a buy. 


1—1944 John Deere A—With 


Cult. Very good. 


1—1948 I.H.C. MD. With 4-row 


Cult. Several hundred under 
new price. 


1—1942 Oliver 70—Has a lot of 


good work left in it. 


1—1937 AC-WC. With practi- 


cally new Cult. 


1—1937 John Deere B. Cheap, 


runs good. 
New and Used Plows. 
Some used Corn Pickers at 
good prices if taken at once. 
V.O.Bonnell 


OLIVER & NEW IDEA 


FARM EQUIPMENT 


HARDWARE 


Phone 32 
Sublctte, 111. 


Brookville 


Livestock Auction 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 


12:30 


This Sale Barn has been operated 
the past 13 years by 


C. E. WEHMEYER & SONS 


who also do the auctioneering at 
both Brookville and Mendota Sale 
Barns. 
C. E. WEHMEYER has spent his 
entire life in the handling of Live- 
stock and has been auctioneering 
for the past 29 years. 
Every consignment is carefully 
handled in order to receive the 
ilghest possible price for the con- 
signer. 
In the 1950 calendar year, we have 
sold over 10.000 calves at these 
.wo barns. Each calf is weighed 
and sold alone. 
Anyone having livestock to dispose 
of in the Dixon area, may call 


C. E. Wehmeyer 


Dial 2-4971 


DIXON, ILL. 


A. J. TEDWALL AGENCY - - - 


SERVING DIXON WITH BETTER HOMES 


FOR OVER 15 YEARS 
. REAL ESTATE . INSURANCE 
; HOMES 
.FARMS 


^ Galena Ave. 


Phones: Office, 4-0671 — Res., 2-8051 


SOME DAY 
' 


WE HOPE TO SELL YOU A 


NEW HUDSON 


Yes, we would like to sell you, and every person in Dixon 
and vicinity, a new HUDSON, and show you what a fine 
quality of a car the HUDSON REALLY is. 
We have been in business since '41 and for the past five 
years selling HUDSONS. 


We are now equipped to give you a 


NEW CAR GUARANTEE 


on all HUDSONS over a 1948 model 


STOP IN TODAY AND SEE OUR NEW AND USED 
CARS. We are always ready to give you complete up- 
to-date service. 


Open Evenings 'til 9—Sundays 'til noon 


KELLEN MOTOR SALES 


"Your Hudson Dealer" 


DIAL 2-9701 


WILLIAM J. FULTON 


Sycamore jurist, who is now 
completing a term as Justice of 
the Illinois Supreme court and has 
been nominated by the Republican 
party to succeed himself. 


HOW DO YOU PUT IN 


A WANT-AD? ? ? 


It's Easy, Just Follow 
These Simple Rules: 


L Dial 2-1051, ask for AD- 


TAKER. 


2. Explain what you have to 


sell, buy or trade. 


3. What classification 
you 


would like your ad placed In, 


t. How long you would like 


your ad to run. 


5. Don't forget your name and 


address. 


Your ad-taker will be glad to 
quote prices, and help you In 
any way. 


NOTICE 


—A complete line of new 
summer styles are now 
available in women's lin- 
gerie, hosiery, sportswear, 
dresses, pajamas, and ties. 
Garments are in nylon, silk, 
cotton, and ray"on. 
For 


those rainy days .. try our 
raincoats. 


We wil call at your home 
by appointment. 


PHONE MT. MORRIS 


185-M 
DIXON 
34212 


Carroll E. Boston 


718 E. Morgan 


Dixon, 111. 


Representative Real Silk 


Hosiery Mills, Inc. 


Advertise Classified Display! 


Open rate $.80 column inch. 
Get your Centennial copy in be- 
fore April 28. 
Phone your reservation In now! 
Dial 2-1051. 


FOR QUALITY CHICKS 


It's 


ULLRICH HATCHERY 


Franklin Grove, 111. 


Phone 64 


%tEverything But 


the 


Kitchen Sink" 


WHOOPS... 


We even have the kitchen 


sink for sale in the 
WANT, ADS 
READ THEM DAILY 


"Confidence" 
\ 


. . . a careful check of our 
sales in the past show that 
many sales handled by our 
office were either to a for- 
mer client or a customer 
sent to us by them. 


> 
. . . we are very proud of 
this record, and of the 
"CONFIDENCE our clients 
have placed in us. 


. . . We can help you find 
the home you have always 
wanted. 


Let our record of Service 
and Satisfaction be your 
guide. 
s 


DIAL 3-8171 


L J.Welch Co. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


"Corner of First & Galena" 


Livestock 
^ 


Consignment 
Auction Sales 


Every MONDAY at 12:30 MEN- 
DOTA, ILLINOIS. FARMERS and 
LIVESTOCK DEALERS hav« 
found a ready outlet at this sale 
barn. 
Livestock is trucked from a wide 
irea, and packer buyers, butcherr, 
buyers, veal buyers, hog buyers.v 
attend this sale from a radius of 
a hundred miles. 


THIS SALE BARN 


has attracted livestock men as an 
Ideal place for both buyer and 
seller. No miscellaneous articles 
are sold at this barn and the entire 
auction consists of dairy cows and 
heifers, bulls of all breeds, butcher 
cattle and hogs. 
A large selection of veal calves,, 
are sold each week. Stock cattle.L' 
bred sows, butcher sows, feeder 
pigs, boars of all breeds, sheep and 
lambs. Anyone having livestock 
to dispose of will find a ready mar* 
ket at this sale barn. 
C. E. Wehmeyer & 


Sons, Inc. 


Fertile Farms 


OUR FORTUNE 


THIS IS THE RICHEST AGRICULTURAL LAND in 
the world. Nowhere else is there such an area that pro- 
duces va,st quantities of food for man with such regular- 
ity. And while each crop season has its weather wor- 
ries, on the average, such worries are groundless. Na- 
turally, the weather is never perfect, everywhere, for 
everybody. But it usually wqrks out on the favorable 
side each crop season in NORTHERN ILLINOIS. 
ALL OP WHICH IS SO WELL KNOWN that we do not 
stop long to think about it. The result is that the people 
of this country have never known the slightest degree of 
hunger, and even shortages are rare. Our stocks of food 
reserves are so vast that shortages are scarcely noticed 
in the daily fare of the people. Sheer luxury of eating in 
this favored, land is commonplace. 
THAT IS THE RECORD. The promise of the future is 
even greater. For improved varieties and strains of 
crops have not only greatly increased yields, but have 
added insurance against the ravages of both bugs and 
bad weather. So'a good corn crop is much more certain 
than it ever was before. This is also true of small 
grains, as the result of new hybrids that will stand most 
anything of a contrary nature. That fact alone has in- 
creased the productive value of corn land by as much 
as 40 per cent. 
AT THIS TIME ,we are offering, subject to prior sale, 


change in price without notice— 


FARMS OF VARIOUS-SIZES, showing good production 
records, located in Lee, Ogle and Winnebago counties, 
also residence properties in Franklin Grove and Dixon. 
NO CHARGE FOR LISTINGS. You are invited to in- 
spect any of our listings by appointment, without ob- 
ligation! 


E.R.BUCK, 


REALTOR 
• 


FRANKLIN GROVE, ILL. 


PHONE 87-200 
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Dixonjllincis, Tuesday, May 1,1951 


"THE CHURCH" 


About the year 1868. a paper 


was published in Polo called The 
Chinch. Dr. J. C. Allaben was the 
editor. It was published "as often 
as God furnished the means." 
but it was not published very often, 


there is no information at 
to determine when the last 


number was issued. 


1 RSI—Cent tnnial—19SI 
1810 TAXES LOW • 


June 5, 1840, the commission^, 


ers ordeicd that a tax of 50 cents 
be levied on every hundred dol- 
lars worth of taxable property in 
Ogle county. 


RED COMB 
CHICK STARTER 


RED COMB 
BALANCER 


Step In tor your fr»» 
copy of lh» 54-pag» 
R»d Comb poultry , 
boofcl-- 
' 


Priebe & Sons 


Nerve Center ot the AP 


WORLD HEADQUARTERS of the Associated Press is this sky- 
scraper building in Rockefeller Center, New York, N. Y. Here 
world-wide operations of the press service are directed. The Asso- 
ciated Press is the world's largest news agency. It has 100 bureaus 
in the United Statos and 50 bureaus in foreign countries all manned 
by full-time employes. The AP also secures news and pictures 
from thousands of part-time correspondents and from member 


'" 
newspapers and radio stations. 


"Please With Ease" 
FIRST COURT TERM 


The first term of circuit court 


in Ogle county commenced Mon- 
day, 
October 2, 1837, Hon. Dan 


Stone presiding. William W. Mudd 
was sheriff .and William J. Mix 
deputy sheriff. 


1 
iksi—Ctnttnnial— ISS1 


OGLE'S FIRST SCHOOL 


The first school taught in Ogle 


county was in the winter of 1834- 
35. Simon Fellows was the teach- 
er 
School was kept in a house 


belonging to O. W. Kellogg . 


ALL 
* ** 


CURVED BAR OPEN CENTER 


TRACTOR TIRE 


v^i t" 
These Bxtr° 


Arc Traction 


/ 


Snou/ders. 


Vv/:v#J • Buttressed Pou/0, 
a* • 
"WBi 
links. 


• Greoter Tread VYWtn. 


Tread 


K 
^r 


fl 
The strongest pulling tire in the Held 


tf The longest lasting tire on the road 


DIXON 


106-1M PEORIA AVE. 


ONE 
STOP SERVICE 


BELVIDERE DAILY REPUBLICAN 


FOI.LJ ti HANK T. MOHAN * COM'ANV 


BELVIDERE. ILUNOIS 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher 
Dlxon Evening Telegraph 
Dlxon, Illinois 
My Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


It is quite an accomplishment and a great record to actively 
direct and publish a fine newspaper and a great community institution 
for forty-two years. 


We of the Belvldere Daily Republican wish to congratulate the 
B. F. Shaw Printing Company on its 100th Anniversary. 


We also wish to compliment you on your fine stewardship and to 


hope that you have many more active years of achievement ahead 
of you. 


With kindest regards. 


Very sincerely, 
BELVIDERE DAILY REPUBLICAN 
Frederick W. Shappert. Jr. 
Publisher 


THE DAILY REPUBLICAN -TIMES 


IMTAtUIMIV IM«t 


OTTAWA. ILLINOIS 


THt ROUIUCAN-TlMf* PHINTIH* COMPANY 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


The history of the City of Dixon and of the Dixon Evening 


Telegraph are so closely intertwined that it would seem both are to be 
heartily congratulated on this occasion of the Telegraph having 
completed 100 years of valiant service. Neither would have amounted 
to much without the other, but splendid team work has resulted in 
placing both newspaper and city atop a shining pinnacle. 


The people of Dixon and the newspaper publishers throughout Illi- 


nois welcome this opportunity to pay tribute to you Mrs. Shaw for the 
sterling manner in which you and your sons have guided the Telegraph 
on a straight line of public service during such a substatial segment 
of this century. 


You are entitled to feel very happy about this accomplishment, as 


well as what material benefits may have accrued. 


Yours very truly, 
DAILY REPUBLICAN-TIMES 
Ottawa, 111. 
' 
Fred A. Sapp, Genarl Mgr. 


1C FIRST RAILROAD 


The first railroad built in and 


through Ogle county and operated 
within its limits was the Illinois 
Central. The grand scheme of con- 
necting Lake Michigan with the 
great water highway of the Missis- 
sippi at the mouth of the Ohio, 


early attracted the attention of the 
people. It constituted an important 
portion of the internal improve- 
ment system of the state in 1837 
and work on the line was com- 
menced at that time, but was 
ceased with the collapse of thai 
system. 


Illllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


MYCINS" 


ADD 


GROWTH 
POWER 


Ja> ~ 
-»•••- y 
4,- 
iiBESTji 
Famous crumbly, "naturalized" feed now hasj 
amazing new growth power as well as appe-j 
tite i appeal. Special APFj supplement con-' 
,tain» Vitamin Biz and sensational "Mycins" 
jfor faster growth and better, health in grow- 
ling chickens. Order today I' 


CLAYTON RHODES FEED SERVICE 


117PEORIAAVE. 
PHONE 3-9381 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiimiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiimiiimimiiimim 


THI ONLY MILK COOLER THAT 


E-X-P-A-N-D-S TO FIT YOUR NEEDS 


You never need trade in a 
Dori-Kool. When you want 
more space, just add an- 
other section. No new ends to 
buy. 4», o- and 8<on Dari- 
Kools combine to moke any 
desired size. 


DAM-KOW SAVES Mill • SAVES MONEY 


Freshly iced Glacial Waterfall 
cools the bacteria zone rVrcf, fattl 
Keeps bacteria count low. 


Time*<ontrolled sectional cooling 
cuts operating costs. Sturdy, sen- 
sible new design lasts longer. 


PHONE 4-1 $31 


On Display ot 502 W. F/rsf Sf reef 
A. N. KNICL 


REFRIGERATION SERVICE 


fHONE 44111 ., 


Happy May 1 
To You, Joe, 
Watch Parade 


By HAL BOYLE 


NEW YORK, (AP)—An open 


letter to Joseph Stalin, care of the 
Kremlin, Moscow: 


Dear Mr. Stalin: 
As one Joe to another, I am just 


writing: to wish you a happy May 
day. This is supposed to be an in- 
ternational holiday for the work- 
ing roan, and us fellows in the 
Third squad kind of wonder how 
you are celebrating it. 


You guys in the Kremlin knock- 


ing off early today to watch the 
big parade? 


TOO BAD YOU CAN'T BE 


with us here In Korea. We're 
having a parade also. But It's a 
noisy parade, and just means 
more work for us. 


That's enough to make a guy 


see red, and boy are we seeing 
Red? 
Nothing but Red—Red 


Chinese. 
They organized this 


May day parade, and it's one big 
bloody mess. 


IN YOUR HONOR, JOE. 


This parade is the third one your 


boys have organized to throw us 
out of Korea. It's the bloodiest one 
so far, but much as we hate to 
mess up your party, we don't think 
the parade is going to get all the 
way down to Pusan. 


We'll give you one thing, Joe, 


Your parades are hard to break 
up. But your poor Chinese march- 
ers don't have much choice. They 
have our guns in front of them— 
and your guns behind them to keep 
them from turning and running for 
home. 
• • • 


THE FUNNY THING about 


your May day parade is that the 
working men in Korea don't 
like It They don't want It. And 
most of them aren't staying to 
watch your festival. They're 
leaving their homes to fall back 
with us. Why? Because they 
don't believe in either your 
parades or your promises. 


• * • 


WHY DON'T YOU call it off, 


Joe? Why don't you give the real 
working men of the world a break 
instead of Just another empty 
promise ? 


You're getting up in years, old 


man. You don't have much tlm« 
left. Soon you're going to have to 
start a final solitary parade ol 
your own—to the God you don't 
believe in. 
• • * 


YOU DONT WANT to start 


that last march alone with your 
hands still wet with the red life 
shed by working men you always 
said you wanted to help, do you ? 


See you at parade rest, Joe. It 


won't be much longer. 


O. I. Joe of Third squad, 
Korea 


Summer School for 
Complete Courses. 


Teen-age pupils for typing. 


June 4, 1951 


Dixon Business College 


F. X. Newcomer & Co. 


INSURANCE 
BONDS 


REAL ESTATE 
LOANS 


GENERAL 


AUCTIONEER 


SERVICE 


BERT O. VOGELER 


/ 
Franklin Grove, DL 


Call 82210 


WE GIVE 


24 HOUR 
SERVICE 
365 DAYS 


(866 Days Leap fear) 


DIXON WATER GO. 


INTERESTED ONLY IN 
COMMUNITY WELFARE 


OOI HIA1THY HATOMD 
BABY 
CHICKS 


COME IN TODAY 
Dixon Hatchery 


77 HeMe»hi Ave. Pfc. 3-9941 


C. PAULSEV, Prop. 


Tbe Hatefeerjr of Peraoaal Service' 


Coming Thick and Heavy 


WHAT A PILE!—Benny Roe, Wayne Ackerman, Douglas Wads- 
worth, Al Newcomer and Ronnie LeFever, Dixon high school stu- 
dents, gaze down a long atack of Centennial editions at the 
Dixon armory. 
They were stacked full length on both sides of 


the armory. 


1948—1951 


DONALD SCHARPF 


Franklin Grove, Illinois 


CONSTRUCTION HAULING 
\ 


Limestone and Phosphate Spreading/ 


. 
Telephone Fr. Gr. 183 


MOST POPULAR 


BIG-CAPACITY COMBINE 


The MinnaapohVlfaline Merveetor waa the first 
weight, big-capacity combine, weighing nearly a ton less 
than pnmenw eombinee of iti aiza, It was introduced ia 
1934, a machine proved by field test to do « fast, clean 
job of hirreeting under many conditions where no other 
method would save the grain. Since 1934 the MM Har- 
veator has been constantly improved, until now it is the 
machine approved by thousands of owners as the out- 
standing combine for all crops and all combining condt- • 
tions. So light hi draft it nay be operated with a 2-plow 
tractor. One or two-man operated. Modern, quality de- 
sign and construction. New offered in 12-foot, 9-foot,' and 
5-foot sizes in tractor-drawn models, 14-foot and 13-foot 


rice model in self-propelled models. 


Before you buy any combine, be sure 


to check with any MM Harvester 
owner, and see us for complete facts on 
the 1948 Harvesters. 


JOHNNIE'S GARAGE 


Dealer in MinneapollH-Mollne Farm Equipment 


LEE CENTER, ILL. 


SALE 


AT PUBLIC AUCTION 


MAY 12, 19S1 


at the hour of 1:30 Central Standard Time, 2:30 Day- 
light Saving Time. 


of the Con B. Qnaco residence property consisting of 
all of Block 18 in the Village of Woosung, Illinois, 
improved with a six room house and garage. A good 
well. The soil is a rich, brown silt loam and very 
productive. 


Sale to be held on the premises. Terms: 30% cash 
on day of sale. Not responsible for accidents on the 
premises. 


FRANK A. KERR 


Master-in-Chancery 


For further Information we: 


J. Richard Keller, Atty., Dixon —S. D. Crowell, Atty., Orefoa, DL 


Ira Rutt, Ancttoneer, Dlxon, Hlinoi* 


J*ft*,-» ' 
B •>* -,- 
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Names in By-Gone Days Recalled on Centennnial Day 


ATTY. ROBERT L. BRACKEN' 
Dixon attorney, well and favor- 


ably known over this section ol 
Illinois, is a Republican who has 
been nominated by the Democratic; 
party as a candidate for circuit 
judge at the election June 4 in a 
fight to break up practice of 
forcing a machine-selected ticket 
on the voters. 


Not All Were Outstanding Men 
Or Women But Share Equally in 
Reviews of Adventurous Past 
» 


* 
• 
A. history of the last 100 years in Dixon could hardly be com 


plete without at least mention of the names of many of the old-tim 
ers who worked and lived and played and were a part of the color 
fu'l life bf the days gone by. Detailed histories of all of them^ woul 
be Impossible to compile and publish, but they deserve much mor. 
than a mere mention and we wish we could accomplish more in thi 
way of commemoration. 


The names of some of those 


early residents of this area who 
come to mind, and who will be re- 
membered by older residents, are 


Samuel C. Eells, banker, James 


A. Hawley, George Schuler, Carl- 
ton Bailey, large land owner, Fer- 
ris Finch, Atty. William Barge 
Champ Fuller, his sons. Ed and 
Theodore, Judge- Baker, •William 
Clark, Avery Johnson, James H, 
Todd, James H. Thompson, El 
Rosenthal, Samson Rosenthal and 
Alexander and Howell, hardware 
merchants. 


Early Sheriffs 


Among the early sheriffs were 


George Birkley, Will Edwards, 
Isaac Little, Mike McGowan. 


F. F. Dixon, "Knight of the 


Shears"; Daniel Bresnahan, who 
carried mail for 17 years and never 
missed a tram, though he did not 
carry a watch, Peter Menton 
"Billy" Peacock, who was said to 
be the most diminutive man in 
Dixon, William • "Billy Bowlegs' 
Rogers, a wrestler, Charles Upham 
railroad builder, Fred Camp, later 
banker in'Durand, Colo., Dr. James 
Li. Camp who later had a hospita 
in Brainerd Minn., George Welty 
later of New York, Charles Welty 
Marion township, one-time countj 
treasurer and always a popular 
citizen and political leader, Charles 
Stiles, caller on the Chicago board 
of trade, William Coleman of Pick 
and Co., Chicago. 


Railroad Men 


Some well-known railroad con- 


ductors and engineers were: Pat- 
rick McGuire, James Wheat, Dan- 
iel and Patrick Fane, John Barge, 
Stephen Scully and John Keefe. 


Harry Saumby, general passen- 


ger agent at Cleveland; William 
Johnson and William McVey were 
later prominent bankers in Los 
Angeles; Charles Barge who died 
and is buried in Paris, France. 


Frank J. Cahill, former superin- 


tendent of the Borden plant here 
is now retired and living in San 
Mateo, Calif. Elmer Todd is 
prominent attorney in Seattle 
Our Dr. Tim Sullivan is in Ster- 
ling, HI., and Milton "Doc" Green 
moved to Los Angeles, aa did B 
Frank Downing. 


Old-Timo Lawyers 


Thomas McMartin and Frank 


Little were oldtime lawyers here 
Morltz Rosenthal, a graduate ol 
the University of Michigan, read 
law here in the office of Atty. 
William Barge and later became 
a highly successful and well-known 
New York attorney. He was a de- 
fense lawyer on the (appeal of the 
Standard Oil Co., in the 23 million 
dollar penalty imposed by Federal 
Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis. 
His nephew, Sidney Bacharach, 
also of Dixon, is now a successful 
New York attorney. 


Early Rlvcrmen 


Some of the early rivermen were 


Isaac "Ike" Barr, a one-armed 
man who was an expert at rowing 
a boat or skinning a catfish; Hor- 
ace "Hop" Hill, George "Brigham" 
Young, Thomas Tyler, Tim- Ford 
and David Marteeny and his broth- 


ers. 
Steamboat 
navigators had 


among them George Howell, Hen- 
ry Drew, Samuel Boyer, Henry Coe 
and 'Arthur Hill. Champions in the 
four-oar scull race in a state con- 
test at Pcoria were Edward Morse 
Eustace Shaw, Joseph (Reuland 
and Edward Howell. Eustace Shaw 
was awarded a gold medal for lead- 
ing in a swimming race staged at 
Moline by the Mississippi Valley 
Rowing Association, at which the 
Dixon team- also won the honors 
in the rowing race. 


• Operated Ferry 


Andy Lauver, Frank Hamman 


and some of the Sheffield family 
operated the ferry at Grand De- 
tour at various times and woulc 
bring the ferry across for travel- 
ers when they tolled the bell at the 
river bank. N. G. H. Morrill was 
an early-day resident and Morrill 
town was named for him. It was 
located near where a bridge cross 
ed Rock river at what is now Lin 
coin avenue. 
. 


Charles Morrison, federal master 


In chancery, and Judge Solomon 
Bethea, Judge Richard Farrand 
D. D. O'Brien, Atty. Sherwoot 
Dixon, Atty. Henry Dixon,, Atty. 
John Envln and Judge J. W. Watts 
were famous in legal 
circles. 


Charles Hughes, banker and state 
senator, Jason Ayres, 
attorney 


and 
banker, Joseph 
Crawford, 


early day banker, James Clears, 
George Schorr, and Nicholas Plein, 
brewers. Wagon and buggy mak- 
ers were busy in the days gone by 
and among local manufacturers 
were, Vann and Means, Adams and 
Davies, John Lord and Weber and 
Son. 


Other .Memories 


Other names of years ago are: 


Antone Julien, barber, and John 
Julien who handled real estate as 
well as doing some bartering, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Publisher ' 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


May I be permitted to join the congratulatory chorus on the 


Fn ISsf bT^nJ6""'*^0^6 Evcnin* ™<*raPh. From Rsmception 
l?«»Hf ?y BenJamp F- Shaw, it has through the changing years 
founded ySor 
m 
a<!±Ihed Viflf ldcals and trat«itions of itl Sated 
lounaer. Someone has said "that to paint a tree correctly a man 
Td 80UT°am 
c 
C 
0n^ ^J8 ?-Ut Sayin(? ^ one ™«t have in heart 
and soul a concept of dedication and understanding. This is true in 
theeed,tmg of a great newspaper, for it holds great influence fo? good 


Tel ™ 
h 
h 
9 
c 
> 
r ycars of a centurv- thc Dixo" Evening 


Sincerely yours, 
_ 
LEO E. ALLEN, M. C. 


STATE Or ILLINOIS 


HUBERT D. CONSIDINE 


*««IM«NTATIVK S8TM SENATORIAL DISTRICT 


HARMON, 1LU. 


Mr*. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
My dear Mrs. Shaw: 


aurrl'dmg' SlSStiTl^Su?*11"" thC PC°plc " Dlxon »" 
Bob and fifn, on this yourOn?H,mrir,H?£ y°U,aiuJ your sons- Gcor«e- 
Evening Telegraph. 
Hundredth Anniversary of thc Dixon 


in l2Xi£&^ 
continued success 


.With kindest perional regards, I remain 


5«»P««tfuHy yours. 
SUBERT D. CONSIDINE 
' 
8UU iUpreaeataUv* 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 


3STH SENATORIAL DISTRICT 


WHITESIDI. Ltc. OiKAU* 
' 


CHARLES K. WILLETT 


RtPRtStNTATIVI 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon. Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


On the occasion of the observance of the centennial of the Dixon 


Evening Telegraph I would like to take the opportunity of expressing 
my sincere best wishes. 


During the comparatively short time that I have been acquainted 


with you and your staff I have enjoyed your confidence and support. 
This is especially gratifying knowing that your utmost endeavor is to 
present things in the most clear and factual form. Your newspaper 
and its staff including yourself, your sons, George, Robert and Ben, 
and the many others are to be commended for the public service you 
have carried on for the residents of Dixon, Lee County and surrounding 
territory. Certainly the area would not have been as far advanced as 
it is today without your influence. 


I am proud to consider you as a friend and hope that 1 will 


continue to merit your confidence. 


Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES K. WILLETT 


Cottgreftf of liie (Hniteb £>tate* 


of &epre*entattbe0 


«3a»J)injjton, 3D. C. 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, Publisher 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 


I take pride and great pleasure in noting that the Dixon Evening 


Telegraph will publish its Centennial Edition on May 1, 1951. 
Your 


record of achievement in molding a sane and thoroughly American 
niblic opinion during this century is known to everyone in Illinois. 
We appreciate also that the strength, vitality and vision of the news- 
paper is merely a reflection of those similar qualities in the owners 
and publishers throughout the years. 


We wish for the Dixon Evening Telegraph another full century of 


equal success. America has need for such journals. 


With best wishes, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
MARGUERITE STITT CHURCH 


Tomes Meade, book store, George 
Perkins 
and 
Thomas 
Gaffney 


telegraph operators, E. B. Stiles 
vho, with Hutchinson of Chicago 
Board of Trade, got a corner on 
corn and made a large sum of 
money. There was a foot-racer 
named Beede whom Stiles would 
'urnish with money and send to 
Chicago. There he would take on 
all comers, racing on what is now 
Michigan boulevard. The story is 
that the venture was very success 
ful because few runners could de 
feat Bcede. These events were be^ 
fore the Civil war. 


Noted Geologist 


Dr. Oliver Everett, was one of 


.he famous early-day residents. He 
was a noted geologist and some of 
Us specimens are named in geo- 
ogical history. His 
vere much ahead of 


discoveries 
others and 


hey arc on exhibition at Lincoln 
Park in Chicago, University of 
Hinois at Champaign, and also at 
jovcland Community ' House in 
Dixon. His work and study of rock 
ormations in and about Dixon re- 
ulted in bringing the Medusa ce- 
ment company here. In the early 


ays large quantities of lime was 
roduced here. When the Medusa 
eople first came here they said 
hey had material to operate their 
emcnt plant for 100 years. 


Built Home Here 


Dr. Everett came west to Chl- 
ago and then traveled by compass 
o Princeton, HI., visited relatives, 
nd then, followed his compass 
eadings and made his way to Dix- 
n overland. He built his home 
vhere the Elks club now stands 
nd the old residence is now part 
f the structure of the clubhouse, 
le bought the land from John 
Dixon, land agent for the govern- 
ment, and the old contract is now 


reserved at the Loveland Com- 


munity house. He also once owned 
vhat is now Reynoldswood, and 
The Old Elm." Jim and William 
IcGlnnis, the Laws and the Ken- 
edys were relatives. 


Drove a "Hack" 


Other names that still live in 


he memory of residents here are 
..on Gage, who operated a "hack" 
no, Pet Cropsey, drayman and 
Lore owner, Henry "Hank" Morey, 
Big Bill" Kennedy, another oper- 
tor of a draying outfit, Alex Tur- 
cr, Charles Plein. 
They had time for fun in the old 
ays. For example, when_ "Perse" 
Ihency was operating the'Waverly 


House up near the C. and N. W. 


epot, he ordered 40 pounds of 
'Utter from a Chicago supply 
ouse and some friends heard of 
he order and sent in a substitute 
rder, which, when it arrived, was 
40-pound goat. 


Maloney Postmaster 


Michael Maloney, once postmast- 
r of Dlxon and always a highly 
espected citizen, Rev, Joseph Fort 
Newton who preached at the Peo- 
le's church in Dixen, later became 
amous as the pastor of The Tem- 
le in London and is now an Epis- 
opal rector in Philadelphia, and 
lev. William E. Barton, another 
otcd clergyman, came from Sub- 
ctte in this county and became 
ntcmatlonally known. He was the 
ather of Bruce Barton, writer 
and columnist 


Rear Admiral Brooks Upham, 


Uty. LeRoy Brown, Chicago, Fred 
'. Sterling, another Dixon boy who 
ccame lieutenant governor of Illi- 
ois. He wa.; editor of the Rock- 
ord Register Gazette. Julia Orvis 
iras a well-known teacher at Well- 
cslcy. John Flint Dille, whose 


father operated Dixon college so 
successfully for many years, is now 
living in Evanston and owns the 
National Newspaper Service, an 
internationally known newspaper 
feature service. Dille originated 
the newspaper strip known the 
world over as "Buck Rogers." ' 


Sisters Reside Here 


Elmer Todd, noted Seattlb law- 


yer a former publisher of that 
city's largest newspaper, has two 
sisters here, Mrs. R. W. Sproul 
and Mrs. Charles A. Johnson. Prof. 
Tripp, who lived here in an earlier 
day, was born without hands, and 
he used his toes to operate his 
knife and fork. His penmanship 
was extraordinary. 
He was a 


brother-in-law of Prof. William- 
son, well known educator. 


Miss Anna L. Geisenheimer was 


one of Dixon's very successful and 
well-known 
businesswomen and 


she was also a world traveler. She 
started the store now owned by 
Herman Rasch, and was a very 


Mr. Speaker 
CITY OF DIXON 


MEMBER OF THE tlUNOISMUNIOPAL LEAGUE 


WILLIAM V. SLOTHOWER 


M A Y O R 


Dixon, 111. 
To The Dixon Evening Telegraph: 


. I wish to congratulate the Evening Telegraph on its approaching 
centennial celebration, which marks 100 years of loyal service.to the 
best interests of the City of Dixon and the surrounding area I think </ / 
Dixon has been fortunate in having an enterprising, progressive and 
• 
public spirited newspaper. 
' 


Yours sincerely, 
WILLIAM SLOTHOWER 
Mayor of Dixon 


Hussey-Holley Families Came 
To China Twp. in Early Ws 


JOHN P. DEVINE,. who' represented this, the 35th senatorial dis-' 
trict, in the house of representatives for 12 terms, from 1913 to 
1937, and who was elected speaker of the house for the years of ' 
1935 and 1936. A Dixon lawyer, Mr. Devjne has been a leader in 
state Democratic politics for a lifetime. 
He is now referee in 


bankruptcy, a federal appointment associated with the federal 
courts in the northern Illinois district. He has high standing in 


the legal fraternity and among all who know him 


capable and interesting personal 
ty. 


Will Weldon was a Dixon boj 


vho went high in railroad circles 
inally living and ending his days 
n Denver. 


Return* for Visits 


Alvin E. Dodd, as a boy, lived 


n the beautiful old stone house in 
(rand Detour that he now own 
and comes back to for visits. He is 
a well-known businessman in Nev 
York, England and on the conti 
nent and was at one time presiden 


f the United States chamber o 
commerce with offices in Wash 
ngton. Robert Morton once livec 
n Dixon and later became notei 


insurance circles in St. Louis 


vhere his son, Stratford Morton 
now lives. G. H. T. and Arthu 
Shaw, both engineers of note, madi 
names for themselves in this and 
oreign countries before they died 
lircuit Judge J. D. Crabtree and 
lis son. County Judge John B 
Crabtree, added respect to th 
ame of another fine old Dixon 
arnily. Brett Brubakcr, Albert 
.shley, George H. Squiers, E. C 
'arsons, W. J. McAlpine, William 
link, Sr.( and William Rink, -Jr 
T h e y 
called 
young William 


GEORGE C. DIXON 


CIRCUIT JUDGE 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Dixon Evening Telegraph: 


The Telegraph Centennial Edition is in line with its one hundred 


years record of constant progress. Its force for good government 
and community advancement is generally recognized. From the date 
of the first issue of the paper. May 1, 1851, when Benjamin F. Shaw 
was the first editor, that family name has been associated with the 
jublication, and another name, worthy of remembering in connection 
with the early days of the paper is Isaac S. Boardman, who published 
:he paper for about ten years, and whose descendants have an im- 
portant part in the history of Dixon. A fearless editorial policy of 
ndependence ia indispensible in a newspaper, and you are entitled to 
:he thanks of the citizens for one hundred years of publication of the 
:ruth. It would be appropriate for you on May 1 annually to make 
it an event of Importance in the publication of the Telegraph. 


GEORGE C. DIXON 


COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 


Vtrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
Dixon, Evening Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw 


The record of the Dixon Evening Telegraph and your record'as 


ta publisher are truly remarkable and heart-warming. 
For one 


umdred'years the Evening Telegraph has served Dixon well, and I hope 
that this is only the beginning of its continuing role as a leader in the 
community and in the state. 


My heartiest congratulations to you on the occasion of the Evening 
Telegraph's one-hundredth anniversary! 


Faithfully, 
PAUL H. DOUGLAS 


OFFICE OF TUB TREASURER 


SPRINGFIELD 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw 
The Dixon Telegraph 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Mrs. Shaw: 
j 


With one hundred yearg of public service to your community. The 


relegraph is to be commended. For a newspaper to serve its citizens 
over this long period, is a tribute to the fine understanding that exists' 
between the people of Dixon and surrounding territory. It is evident 
that you have done a good Job. 
. 
> 
11 to * pleasure for me to congratulate the publisher and editors 


of the Telegraph on this, your anniversary. Your community is much 
better off for the service you have rendered it through the years. 


The Shaw family indeed are to be congratulated. Keep up the 


good work in striving for a greater home town and a better America. 


My best wishes to you, George, and Bob. 


Sincerely, 
. 


BILL 
William G. Stratton 
ptate Treasurer, 
A 


"Young Bill" when he was about 
70_or more because "Old Bill," an- 
other lovable gentleman, although 
in his nineties, was still active and 
around.) 


Another "Old Bill" 


Another fine "Old Bill" was Bill 
Stevens, father of Lon and Thom- 
as Wood Stevens, who later built 
a home near - Daysville in Ogle 
county. F. K. Orvis, J. W. Kelley, 
who originally built most of Dix- 
on's cement walks. Will Appleford. 
Judge Heaton, Charles Chandler, 
Barry Lennon, Bob Stratton, Jack 
Null, 
Wilbur Crawford, 
Royce 


Hess, 
Billy 
McBride, 
George 


Bowles, "Daddy" Schick, Robert 
W. Sterling and Ed Patrick must 
not be forgotten. There are so 
many, many more fine men who 
should be remembered but space 
docs not permit. 


Other names of colorful and be- 


loved former citizens come to mind 
and here are some names that will 
bring up memories of well-known 
and popular figures on Dixon 
streets in days gone by: 


Atty. Clyde Smith, Atty. Hiram 


Brooks, Judge William L. Leech, 
Father 
Foley, Father 
Clancy, 


George 
Hawley, 
Will . Gilbert, 


Frank Coe, Lew Edwards, Webster 
Pool, "Dory" Fuller, Jed Shaw, 
Frank "Gib" Messer, E. B. Ray- 
mond, Harry Roe and Blake Gro- 
ve r. 
' 


More Mem'ories 


Tom Sullivan, druggist; Tom 


Richards, E. W. Smith and Charles 
Leake, Frank Philpott, Eddie Ca- 
hill, Connie Salzman, Napolean 
Berard, George "Blitz" Aschen- 
brenner, Gus Schwiensberg, Tryon 
Rosbrook, Sam Watson, 
Judge 


Harry Edwards, Frank Rosbrook, 
Jud Potter, Larry Gagin, Post- 
master William Hogan, Postmast- 
er John Moyer, "Howd" Johnson, 
Frank Young, George Boynton, 
Will Schuler, Charles Stitely, Fred 
Truman, Jim Boyer and C. J. Ros- 
brook," Charles Todd, O. H. Brown, 
Bob Adams, Charley Willey, Ben 
Snyder, Jim Sterling, Lee Dysart, 
A. P. Armington, Lester Street, 
W. C. Durkes, Charles Sheffield, 
•Champ" Earth, Reinhart 
and 


Otto Beiers and Dr. Z. W. Moss, 
Dr. Law and his wife, Dorothy, 
noted civic leader, and Charley 
Ball. 


Do You Remember? 


John L. Davies, Hal Bardwell, 


Bradford Brinton, Douglas Harvey, 
John Ralston, James H. Morris, 
Gus Lord, W. G. "Billy" Jones, 
W. C. Flemming, Ed Zoeller, War- 
ren Badger, Warren G. Murray, 
Gene Harrington, 
Paddy 
Miles, 


Henry Kenneth, Kenneth Church, 
Bill Nixon, Andy Owens, Jim De- 
vine, Frank Schoenholtz, Bob Phil- 
ips, Elliott Rlsley and Will Mc- 
Mahon, Frank 
Vaughan, 
Fred 


Vaughan and Harry Badger of 
Amboy. John Yetter and Judge 
Whetstin of Steward, Delos Bax- 
cr and George Stocking and Clar- 
nce Gardner and Fred Gardner of 
Rochelle, Miller Stitzel of Nelson, 
Dr. O. B. Blackman and Dr. E. B. 
Owens, Dixon, Dominic Ford, Jim 
Drew, S. S. Dodge, "Dad" Daun- 
ler and C. H. Keyes. 


Dr. Ned Sickels, Major A. T. 


By DONALD C. HUSSEY 


• 
The Holly family were English people who migrated from Cana- 


da into western New York state in 1780 and settled at the town 
n.°.wjtnown as Fredonia, N. Y. Here, in 1817, was born Jane Fredo- 
nit Holly, who was the first white child born in that place. In 1834 
she was married to Amos Hussey, both families later migrating 
westward to Illinois, and they were some of the first settlers in China 
township, Lee county. Jesse Holly, David Holly, and Charles Harri- 
son staked out the first claims in China township in 1835. 


The Hussey family were Welsh 
— 


people who settled at York, Penn 
sylvania, prior to the Revolution 
ary War. Amos Hussey was of th< 
fourth generation of this family 
In 1837, he with his wife, Jane 
Holly Hussey, and' their young 
daughter, Mary (who later became 
the wife of Josiah Little of Amboy] 
came, to China township, by cover- 
ed wagon and spent the winter of 
1837 in the Noe cabin. The follow- 
ing spring they moved to a cabin 
near the present Hussey farm at 
Franklin Grove. At this place were 
born their sons, Jerome Hussey 
and Columbus D. Hussey (1852). 


Married Maud Secrist 


In 1883 Columbus D. Hussey was 


married to Maud (Nicodemus) Se- 
crist. She was born in Waynes- 
'boro, Pa., in 1857, and in 1864 
came with her parents to Illinois 
after their home was raided by 
soldiers of the Confederate army 
before the battle of Gettysburg. 
Columbus D. and Maud Secrist 
Hussey were the parents of seven 
children—Blaine C., Margaret J. 
(Trostle), Amos J.,' Donald C., 
Mary L. (Jenkins), and Medric S., 
most of whom live in the vicinity 
of Franklin Grove, and Jennie Y., 
deceased. 


The Hussey family still retain 


part of the' land of the original 
Land Patent which comprised sev- 
eral hundred acres, and is now di- 
vided into several fine farms. The 
original log cabins of Amos Hus- 
sey, Jesse-Holly and David Holly 
stood on land that is now part of 
what is known as the Ira Trostle 
farm. Jesse Holly (millwright) to- 
gether with Jeremiah Whipple, 
built and operated the first saw 
mill at Whipple's Cave, traces of 
which can still be seen today. Mr. 
Whipple purchased the machinery 
and had it brought here from the 
east. Mrs. Jesse (Harrison) Holly 
was the first person buried in-the 
Franklin Grove cemetery, in 1839. 
Eight people were buried south of 
the railroad culvert west of Frank- 
lin Grove before the 
Franklin 


Grove cemetery was organized. 
Amos Hussey had two infant sons 
buried there. 


Early Families 


Among the early families who 


settled in the Grove prior to-1840 
were the Minor, Whitney, Lahman, 
Hausen, 
Chamberlain, 
Tolman, 


Roe, Yale. Morgan, Hughes, and 
Noe families, along with various 
others. The first log cabins built 
in China township were the Noe 
cabin near Iron Springs (1835-36), 
the Morgan cabin on 
known as the Marcus 


what is 
Wingert 


farm (1836), and the Hussey and 
Holly cabins (1836-37). 


The first schoolhouse in the 


township was the Jeremiah Whip- 
pie cabin at Whipple'a Cave; later 
the Morgan cabin was also used. 
The first schoolhouse in Franklin 
Grove was a log cabin built where 
Walter Beachley now lives. The 


first school teache •>\vas Sarah Ei- 
monds, who boarded with th* 
Amos Hussey family. Here the . 
children of the first settlers got!? > 
their schooling. 


The village of Franklin Grove, 


was first named Fremont, later 
changed to Chaplin, and incorpor- 
ated as the Village of Franklin 
Grove in 1857. It is said that it was 
so named in honor of Father Dix- 
on's son Franklin. 


The first post office was in a 


log cabin on what is now the Ed- 
gar Lott farm. The mail was car-, 
ried by stage and horseback. 
^' 


The land which comprises the 


village of Franklin Grove was 
platted by the Tolman and Lah- * 
man families in 1853. The original 
town of Fremont, later, Chaplin, 
was located in the southwest cor- 
ner of the present town. 


The site of Franklin Grove was 


originally a beautiful hard maple 
grove which extended east to the 
John Mong farm where it ended in _ 
open prairie. The land in China'^' 
township is some of the finest in 
the state. Franklin Grove with its 
beautiful maple trees and woods 
is one of the outstanding small 
towns. To the west of the town is 
Franklin Creek with its fine groves 
and some of the finest scenery to 
be found anywhere. Such names as 
Iron Springs, Black Bass, Whipple 
Cave, Steamboat Rock, Lover's 
Leap, } Halsey 
Pond, 
and 
Mlll^ 


Springs, are known to everyone I..' 
living in this part of the country. 


The Hausen family, who still 


own much of the grove, came here 
in 1838, making their first home m 
the Noe cabin at Iron Springs. 
They acquired many acres of this 
land and it is still in, their posses- 
sion. Thanks to Fred H. Hausen, 
that part of the grove which he 
owns has been kept in its natural 
state. This grove extends all along 
the Franklin Creek to where itC 
empties into Rock river above 


rand Detour. You will not be dis- 


appointed if you will visit, these 
beautiful spots sometime. 


18SI—Ctnt*nnlol—IBSl 
RESPONSIBILITY 


The right of a newspaper to at- 


tract and hold readers is restrict- 
ed by nothing but considerations 
of public welfare. The use of a 
newspaper makes of the share of,. 
public attention it gains serves^- 
.o determine its sense of responsi- 
>ility, which it shares with every 
member of its staff. A journalist 
A'ho Uses his power for any selfish 
or otherwise unworthy purpose ia 
'aithlcss to a high trust. 


ISSI—Ctntennlat—19SI 


GREELEY WAS VEGETARIAN 


Horace Greeley, famed editor of 


the New York Tribune, met the 
voman who became his wife at a£} 
•egetariari boarding house in New 
York. 


Tourtillott, -John H. Byers, Royal 
Jones, 
Dr. Willard Thompson, 


Angler Wilson, Howard Metzler, 
Bill Steel, E. D. Alexander, Don 
Hayden, A. H. Tilson, Egbert and 
Bill Kent, H. H. Higgins, Wilbur 
Hart, Bob Anderson, Al Doolittle, 
Tom Young, Dr. E. S. Murphy. 
And do you remember Bill Bush, 
inc hard' working big colored 
man? He too was a good citizen. 
Remember "Ginger" Pensiston, an- 
ther fine fellow. 


Former ' Polio* Chief* 


Wally Worthlngton, Al Wiegl*. 


tanker John Colemu, AUg. £4 


Brewster, Thomas Eustace, Jacob 
Brubaker, George Steel Sr., George 
Stainbrook, Fred Dimick and his 
brother, Eugene, C. C. Gonnerman 
Charley and Lem Mulkins, Teal 
Messer (now in California). J. D, 
Van Bibber and Henry "Hank" 
•Woodyatt, 
two 
former 
police 


chiefs. Charley Ball used to be a 
real heavyweight on the police 
force and John Gaffney, Ed Whet- 
stine and Andy Phalen-were stal 
warts on the force for 'many years. 
Postmaster Burr, grandfather of 
Mrs. Beeman Dawos who lived in 
the brick house with the mansard 
roof west of the First street arch. 


Floyd and Clayton Ingraham, 


W. J. Barry, George Downing, 
MahJon Forsyth, George B'urch, 
Jake Depuy, John Dceter, Dr. 
Lloyd Shaw and Atty. Fred Shaw. 
Ed Newman, George Patrick, Bob 
Rodesch, Ell Baker, C. H. McKen- 
ney, Atty. .A. K. Truesdale, Dr. C. 
C. Hunt, George O'Malley,|Dr.' C. 
C. Kost, Julius Lloyd, Thomas 
Cheadle, Dave Horton, Henry Le- 
bowlch, "Dad" Grove, Johnny Her- 
mann, Prof. L. B. Neighbor and 
Prof. William Strong, Fred 'Smith 
and C. G. Smith and Prof. Will 
Smith, Jerome McKinney and "Big 
Dan" McKinney, Dr. Winn and Dr. 
Paine, Line Cool and Charley Shef- 
field and Charley Throop and Will 
Andrus of Grand Detour and Leon- 
ard Andrui of Dixon, Fred North, 
Bert Raymond, Cal Crawford, t«L> 
D. Pitcher, Alex Turner and Atty. 
E. E. Wingert. 


Max, Adolph And Isa'dore Eich- 


ler were fine and successful busi- 
nessmen in Dixon and Sam Ben- 
natt, Tom 
Htory. T. NoW« 


and Sam Bacharach are well re- 
membered. 


More Dixon Sons 


Some more of Dixon's sons who 


are well remembered here are: 
Walter Barry, vice president of 
General Mills; Clarence Turner, 
Chicago; Lloyd Turner, Fresno, ££ 
Calif.; Dr. Ralph Brown, Chicago; 
Dr. Edward 
Ryan, 
Evanston, 


writer and historian; E. S. Miller, ' 
Berkely, Calif.; Leonard Under- 
wood, Portland, 
Ore.; 
Emmitt 


Root, Dayton's department store 
in Minneapolis, and Atty. Edwin 
Root of the Harris Trust Co., , 
Chicago. • 


Dr. Lesage, the father of the 


two sons in medical practice here 
now, was a beloved and skilled &• 
doctor and surgeon; also Harry 
and Nate Becker,-sons of Mr. 
Becker of the firm of Becker and 
Underwood 
here; 
Atty. E. E. 


Wingert, brilliant 
lawyer;- and 


George Downing, a 
progressive 


merchant of some years ago. 


We'll Miss Some 


These names, recalled from me- 


mory, will bring back recollections 
for older citizens. Of course, in A^ 
hurried mental roll call such as' 
this, hundreds are unintentionally 
overlooked, many of them most 
important and wo will recall them 
when it is too late and feel badly 
about it 


• * • 


Editor's Note—The Telegraph 


i .greatly indebted to, among 
many; others, Tim Sullivan, for 
copious notes and detailed memo- 
randa on early-day wune» *ndi$ 


, 
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HEADLINES OF A CENTURY 


Since the invention of the printed word and 


the subsequent development of newspapers, the 
history of an age, industrial or social, has been re- 
corded in the pages of the weekly and daily press. 


Newspapers have become a mirror Ijeld up to 


a community's life, thought, progress, fortunes and 
misfortunes. Across the panorama of pages have 
passed the men, women and children who have 
contributed in some measure, large or small, to 
history. 


In Dixon, for 100 years, The Telegraph has 


printed the record of a Century which began on 
May 1, 1851. For this record billions upon billions 
of words have been written. People and events 
have passed for a time into the reflected light of 
its pages; and for each of these stories, headlines 
have been written, some of them in large type, 
some of them in small. 


In presenting this Centennial Edition, it is our 


purpose to recall some of these people, some 
of these events, and with them, the accompanying 
headlines. 


In the pages to follow, the eight-column head- 


lines with corresponding dates have been chosen 
to characterize each particular year. Not all may 
represent the most significant news of the 12- 
monch span, but each, we believe, will stir the 
reader's memory to recall a name, a place, an 
event. 


i 


In subject matter, they may recall events in 


government, social life, sports, industry, disaster, 
entertainment, or give an index to the economic 
trends. 


In the words that introduced Volume I, Num- 


ber I of The Telegraph: "WITH THE BEST WISHES 
AND HOPES THAT OUR SHEET MAY MEET WITH 
YOUR FAVOR AND BE A SOURCE OF MUTUAL 
PLEASURE AND PROFIT, WE CLOSE OUR SAL- 
UTATORY ADDRESS ..." 


( A O n rii 
Prologue to a 
830-50 Newspaper 


Historic Events Precede 
First Issue of Telegraph 


DON DANIELSON 


Centennial Editor 
HAROLD HOPKINS 


Associate Editor ' 
R. H. MOHTON 
Advertising Director 


•it 
THE MEANING OF "A CENTURY 


... from telegraph to television 


The year was 1851. 
In England Victoria was queen; in 


the United States Millard Fillmore was president; and in 
Dixon the population of the township of 1,073. 


A few years before, between 1840 and 1845, a man named 


Samuel Finley Breese Morse had invente4 an instrument for 
sending public messages, and he called this device "a tele- 
graph." This invention'made possible the establishment of 
the Western 
Union Telegraph —— 


Company in ,1851 — an institution 
which was to bring life to the 
pages of the weekly and daily 
newspapers. 


In N#w York City, H. 3. Ray- 


mond founded the 
New 
York 


Times in 1851 — and further west, 
along the banks of 
the 
Rock 


River, another man, inspired by 
the opportunity to serve a growing 
community, founded a newspaper 


~' 
The man was Charles 
In Dixon 
R. Fisk 
and in tribute to the 


Invention which brought him news 
of the vorld, he named his news- 
paper "The Telegraph", a weekly 
periodical which was soon after- 
ward acquired by its first editor, 
B. F. Shaw. 


Now The Year Is 1 Ml 


Now the year is 1051 — and in 


the United Stales Harry S. Tru- 
man is President; 
m 
England 


George VI is king; and it us esti- 
mated that there are 34,^000 per- 
sons who read The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph each day. 


A few years ago, scientists 


brought forth another device, and 
we call this invention "television". 
In between these 
words, 
"tele- 


graph" and "television" and the 
years 1S51 and 1951, lies 
a 


Century. 


Let us soc where we ha\> come 


In 300 years; 
let 
us 
examine 


everyday life and 
how 


changed since 1851; let 


It 
us 


has 
see 


what people lacked then that we 
take for granted now; let us see 
what people possessed then that 
in now only a memory: 


The United States in 1851 was 


a land of farmers, shopkeepers, 
merchants and artisans — above 
all, farmers. Today only one out 
of five employed Americans works 
on a farm. In 1851 over half of 
them did. The basic units of 
American life were still the village 
and the farm, and it is out of this 
heritage of farmers that the city 
of Dixon grew. 


• 
[ 
Expectation of Life 


In 1851 the average expectation 


'of life was under 40. Now in 1951, 


it is over, 67 and still rising. In 
the span of forty-some years that 
the average person could expect 
m 1851, there were none of the 
comforts we have come to accept 
today. It was an age of hand 
pumps, rainwater 
cisterns 
and 


outdoor toilets in the backyard. 
It was an age of kerosene lamps 
and 
pot-belly 
stoves. 
Private 


homes were not centrally heated; 
even the wealthy 
depended 
on 


kitchen stoves, Franklin 
stoves 


and open fireplaces for warmth. 
In every bedroom was an earthen 
pitcher and washbowl, generally 
on a marble-top table or bureau. 
One of the duties in the morning 
was to light the fires, and until 
they began to take hold, even the 
most hearty found washing an 
ordeal. 


Ready-made clothes w«rc limited, 


ill-fitting and hand-sewn. Under- 
wear and shirts were generally 
made at home by housewives from 
materials bought by the yard and 
known as "dry goods". 
A new 


article of clothing represented con- 
siderable expense, in eithernnoney 
or toil, and the women were per- 
petually sewing. 


In 1851 the school system was 


only partly established. 
Great 


numbers of children could not get 
even elementary schooling,' few 
went to high school and far'fewer 
to college. 


1851 was a time when roast beef 


cost 35 cents a pound, milk 10 
cents a quart, fish 12 cents a 
pound and sugar 15 cents a pound. 


Second Half of Century 


In the second half of the Nine- 


teenth Century industrialism be- 
gan to bring notable- changes In 
life. Elms Howe, Jr. had invented 
the sewing machine and Isaac 
Singer began turning them out in 
quantity. Telegraph )mcs — so 
important to the establishment of 
newspapers — were being ex- 
tended from town to town. Rail- 
road tracks began to span the 
nation and ..fat-funnclcd locomo- 
tives began hauling commodities 
which had been shipped by river 


barges or carted across the plains 
by horses and mules. Town after 
town was brought into an exciting 
contact with the news and ideas 
of the outside world. 


The Civil War brought havoc 


and devastation to the South, but 
hastened the industrial growth of 
the North with its demands for 
weapons, equipment and quicker 
communications. 
By the end of 


the year, industrialism had moved 
like a floodtide. Year after year, 
industry produced new wonders: 
steel bridges, ships and railroads, 
improved water and sewage sys- 
tems, lighting of homes (first with 
gas and then electricity), develop- 
ment of electric motors, the tele- 
phone, the automobile, the type- 
writer, the linotype and many 
other wonders. It was almost as 
if A whole world had been made, 
new for the men and women who 
were to work and play in it. 


Invention continued at a breath- 


taking pace in the early 1900s. 
Such marvels as the airplane, the 
movies, the radio, plastics, syn- 
thetics, electronics and the atom 
bomb have been added to the 
world's wonders. 


The age had moved from tele- 


graph in 1851 to television in 1951, 
bringing new emphasis and im- 
portance to the role of the daily 
newspaper and its chronicles of the 
Century past and its projection, 
into the years to come. 


Events in Nation 


Dixon Begins 
As Ferry Site 


When John Dixon brought his 


wife and five children to what 
was to become Dixon's Ferry on 
April 11, 1830, he was 46 and in 
he prime of life. He had ainvcd 
in the state of Illinois two years 
after it attained statehood and m 
the ten years since 1820 he had 
traveled the sparsely settled state 
from border to border. 


Behind him m 1820 he had left 


his tailor's shop in his native New 
Yoik and had come west for his 
health because of a lung disease. 
From the date of his arrival to 
take over the ferry he was to 
spend 46 more years in fulfillment 
ol his dream of seeing this lush 
idyllic spot on the beautiful Rock 
river become one of the state's 
richest agricultural and industna 
areas. 


Dixon, a man of high princi- 


ples and strong 
moral convic- 


tions, demonstrated 
almost 
im- 


mediately 
upon 
reaching 
the 


young state the abilities which 
won him respect from his fellow 
frontiersmen, the I n d i a n s and 
later the people of a city, a slate 
a county and a country. ,In 1821 
he was selected as grand jury 
foreman for the first court hole 
in the newly created county of 
Sangamon. near the present site 
of Springfield. In 1825 he moved 
to Peoria where ho became cir- 
cuit clerk and was appointed re- 
corder of deeds for Peoria county, 
When the government established 
a mail route from Peona to Ga- 
lena, with the route crossing Rock 
river at the present site of Dixon, 
it accepted John Dixon's bifi to 
carry the mail. 


Indians Burn Ferryboat 


The ferry had been established 


in the spring of 1828 by Joseph 
Ogee, of' French Canadian and 
Indian descent, after 'the failure 
of a white man to establish a 
route'on the site the year before 
Ogee was allowed to remain be- 
cause his wife was a member of 
the Pottawatomie Indian tribe. An 
attempt by Joseph Bogardus, a 
Pcoria-lawyer, and two assistants, 
to establish the ferry m 1827 Ijad 
ended in failure when the native 
Indians burned the half-complet- 
ed ferryboat. 


Ogee had not been troubled by 


the Indians and m 1929 a post 
pffice had been established at the 
ferry, then called Ogee's Ferry, by 
John M. Gay, whose receipts in 
the year that followed totaled 
$4.64. 
Dixon's plans to operate 


the ferry were fottunate, for his 
stiong character and his refusal 
to sell liquor to the Indians and 
defraud them commanded cspect 
from the tribesmen and he was 
allowed to operate the ferry for 
the most part unmolested. 


Nicknamed "Xa-chu-sa" 


His long, flowing, prematurely 


white hair,made of him a figure 
to be awed and he received the 
I n d i a n nickname "Na-chu-sa" 
(head-hair-white), a name which 
became famous in the Rock River 
valley. 
The white-haired 


Yorker became the first perma- 
nent white settler in what is now 
Lee county, although white fur 
traders had stayed in the area 
for varying periods as early as 
1790. 


Dixon leased 
the 
ferry, 
its 


rights and a one-story log cabin 
erected by Ogee and was appoint- 
ed postmaster Sept. 29, 1830. On 
Jan. 27, 1832, he purchased the 
business for 5550 and settled a 


JOHN DIXON 


later to come to Illinois, published 
the Book of Mormon. 
Chicagi 


was then an unpromisingv trading 
village with a fort, 
year a 
21-year-old 


And m UIIE 
rail splitte 


named Abraham Lincoln emigrat 
ed with his father's family from 
Indiana to Macon county, Illinois 


The importance of Dixon's Fcr 


ry at the time John Dixon be< 
gan operation 
lies in 
the fact 


that it was on the route between 
Peoria and the rich lead mining 
fields^ of Galena, 
to 
and 
from 


which travel was rapidly increas 
ing. 
Dixon's Ferry 
had 
been 


made part of Pike county Jan. 31 
1821, of Putnam county Jan 13 
1825, and of Jo vDaviess county 
Feb. 17, 1827. 
In 1831 the site 


was included in the Buffalo Grove 
election precinct of Joe Daviess 
and John Dixon, Isaac Chamber! 
and John Ankeny were made elec 
tion judges,. 


Prelude to War 


During this year settlers in the 


Rock River valley became alarmed 
when a group of disgruntled Sauk 
Indians, led by the fierce Black 
Hawk, crossed the Mississippi from 
Iowa, where-it had agreed to go 
by treaties, 
and 
entered 
Rock 


River valley, the group's former 
hunting grounds. 
A sigh of re- 


ief went up when the Sauks nego 
:latcd a treaty and returned to 
Iowa after receiving presents of 
goods and provisions from 
the 


government and promising never 
.0 return. 


The settlers' joy was short- 


U'ed, however, for in April, 1832, 
Black Hawk and 
his 
followers 


again recrossed 
the Mississippi 


and began a march up the Rock 
river, stopping for a time at the 
erry. Gov. John Reynolds issued 


proclamation 
for 
volunteer 


roops to fight the Indians and 
he Black Hawk war was on, 


Soldiers Became Famous 


During the war much of the 


ighting took place in the area of 
Jixon's Ferry and a blockhouse 
vas built on the north side of 
he river and named Fort Dixon, 
.mong soldiers 
and 
statesman 


ater to become famous who met 
t Dixon's Ferry were Col. Zach- 
ry Taylor, later to become presi- 
ent; Gen. Winfield Scott; Lieut. 
:obert Anderson, Fort 
Sumter's 


efender at the opening of the 
Jivil War; Lieut, Jefferson Davis, 
o become president of' '.he Con- 
ederacy; and Private 
Abraham 


ilncoln, also to become U. S. 


1832 


pa- 


by 


by 


1829-1837—Andrew Jackson was 


Prcsideiy. of the United -States. 


1830—Daniel Webster upholds 


national unity. 


1834-»-McCormiek 
reaper 


tented. 


1835—Telegraph perfected 


Morse. 


1836-^-Printing press run 


steam. 


1837-1841—Martin Van Buren 


.was President 
of 
the 
United 


States. 
. 1837—Financial panic c 1 o a e s 
banks. 


1839—First photograph taken 


from life by Draper. 


1839—Vulcanized rubber paten- 


ted by Goodyear. 


1841~Willlam 
Harrison 
was 


President of the United States. 


1844—Telegraph line built from 


Washington to Baltimore. 


18«-184»-James K. Polk was 


President of the United State*. 


1846—Sewing machine invented 


by Ellas Howe, 


JOHN DIXON'S CABIN—18:i2 


lien on the property for $400. The 
name of the ferry was changed 
in 1834 to Dixon's Ferry. 


Rail-Splitter Wa% 21 


At the time Dixon brought his 


family to th? Rock rivr site An- 
drew Jackson was serving his sec- 
ond year as president. In the new- 
ly opened west every white man 
was allowed to vote. 
In Phila- 


delphia Godey's Lady's Book was 
published for the first'year, lh 
New York state Joseph Smith, 


president. 


The war ended with a battle 


Aug. 2, 1832. and Black Hawk 
surrendered. Beef for the soldiers 
during the campaigns had been 
furnished on contract by John 
Dixon. 


Opportunity for education came 


to Dixon's Perry in 1833 with the 
arrival from Ohio of John K. Robi- 
son, who taught Dixon's children 
and others at Buffalo Grove. A 
road wu }aid out by Levi Warner 


and two others between Galena 
and Peoria, 
the 
route 
passing 


Dixon's Ferry. During the same 
year Capt. Joseph Naper surveyed 
the Galena-Dixon-Chicago road. 


State Route Established 


The diminishing importance of 


the Galena lead mines by 1834 
was offset by the arrival of a 
stage-coach in 
Dixon traveling 


eastward on the stage-mail route 
Jan. 1, and the Influence of Dix- 
on's Ferry became even greater. 
By 1834, too, a number of fami- 
lies had settled in and near the 
area rand the whole turned out in 
the fall to hear the first Metho- 
dist sermon delivered by a mis- 
sionary named Scgg, who trav- 
eled the circuit each four weeks 
until his death eight months later. 
He had presided at the marriage 
of John Dixon's eldest son, James 
P., at Buffalo Grove. During this 
year a government survey was 
made of Dixon but no township 
was organized. 


In May of the next year arrived 


Joseph Crawford 
from 
Pennsyl- 


vania to settle on a farm at Grand 
Detour. He was to become prom- 
inent in Dixon and Lee county 
public affairs. 


Indians Leave Illinois 


In the year 1836 the Indians 


had left Illinois. It was the year 
Arkansas became a state. In that 
year nomination of presidential 
candidates by congressional cau- 
cus was abolished for direct nom- 
inating conventions. When Mar- 
Lin Van Buren was elected presi- 
dent that year 1,500,000 voted. 


Although the general 
assem- 


bly had created Ogle county, of 
which the present Lee county was 
a part, Jan. 6, 1836, Dixon set- 
tlers voted in the 
presidential 


elections that year in the Rock 


precinct of Jo 
Daviess 


county, for an election of county 
officers was not held until Dec. 
24. ' 


First Regular Baptist church was 
organized at Buffalo Grove and 
within four years, with the Dixon 
congregation, numbered 72 mem- 
bers, with Elder Thomas Powell 
as moderator. 


The Episcopal" church was or- 


ganized by the Rev. James De- 
Puy in the summer, but disband- 
ed later when he left the country. 
School opened in the new building 
under H. Bickncll, who was paid 
Individual tuition largely consist- 
ing of agriculture produce. John 
Dixon was named commissioner of 
internal improvement for the sixth 
judicial district 
and that year 


several wealthy and cultured fami- 
lies, including Capt. Hugh Gra- 
ham and Alexander Charters, set- 
tled in Dixon. 


Build Ralh-oad Bed 


During 1838-39 a railroad bed 


was built southeast of Dixon by 
the state. 
A Frenchman named 


Kalmeze opened the first grocery 
store, the groceries of that time 
selling whiskey. 


The new county of Lee was 


born by act of the state general 
assembly Feb. 27, 1839, and was 
named in honor of Gen. Richard 
Henry (Light Horse Harry) Lee, 
Revolutionary War hero, by Fred- 
erick R. Dutcher, who with John 
Dixon, was largely instrumental 
m creating the county and having 
its seat located in Dixon May 31. 


.Lee countians named their first 


officers at an election in August. 
They were: county commissioners, 
Charles F. Ingals of Inlet, Nathan 
R. Whitney of Franklin Grove and 
James P. Dixon of Dixon; clerk 
of court, Isaac 
S. 
Boardman; 


sheriff, Aaron Wakeley; 
county 


surveyor, Joseph Crawford; pro- 
bate justice, H. Morgan; and re- 
corder, G. W. Chase. 


The 
commissioners, 
meeting 


Sept. 13, divided' the new county 
into election precincts and ap- 
pointed election judges, and in Oc- 
tober elections two justices of the 
peace and two constables were 
named. 


First Circus Performs 


The first circus came to town 


when Howe and Sons put on their 
show Sept. 17, and the county's 
first marriage was celebrated Oct. 
5, when William Hopps married 
Miss Martha Smith at a ceremony 
performed by the Rev. Charles 
Morris. 


During the winter the town's 


second' dry goods store opened for 
business. 


In the year when the Whig can- 


didate, William Henry Harrison, 
was elected president 
after 
a 


countrywide vote of 2,400,000, the 
thriving, one-year-old Lee county 
boasted a. population of 
2,035, 


while the husky youngster, Dixon 
precinct, observed the town's tenth 
anniversary by counting' 725 per- 
sons. 


Of the 725 total, 125 were en- 


gaged In agriculture, 55 in manu- 
facturing, 17 in commerce, 12 in 
engineering and the "learned pro- 
fessions," and there 
was 
one 


school with 30 scholars. 


Courthouse Completed 


In this year, 1840, the young 


Grand Lodge and on Oct. 6, 1841, 
received a charter from the Ma- 
sonic Grand Lodge of Illinois. 


The Baptist group redesignatod, 


itself as the First Baptist churcfr 
on Jan. 13, 1841, and that year 
a stone building went up to house 
the land office and another dry 
goods store was opened. 
In the 


summer William Cullen Bryant, 
visiting the area, described the 
valley in a letter to a friend. 


Baptist Groups Separate 


The Baptist church congrega- 


tion, constantly expanding, sep- 
arated itself on April 16, 1842— 
from the Buffalo Grove group. 


Dixon cast 44 votes unanimous- 


ly for incorporating as a village 
Mar. 20, 1843, and in the summer 
the First Methodist church was 
erected and dedicated to John T. 
Mitchell, presiding elder, at a cost 
of $4,000. 
Records .show that a 


Union Sunday school organized in 
the church had on July 15. eight 
teachers. 60 scholais 
and 
a li- 


brary of 90 volumes, with O. f]ft 
Ayres, superintendent. 


The Dixon settlers showed their 


resouicefulness in 1844 when they 
moved their beloved schoolhouse 
to another location in the dead of 
night to ciicumvent the claim of 
a man who had bought the school 
lot that the building also belonged 
to him. 


Population -lump* 


Lee 
county's 
population 
bj 


In this year 


'our bachelors 


six families and 
were 
living 
in 


Dixon while four families includ- 
ng John Dixon, lived on farms 
nearby. 
Dixon's Ferry had four. 


og houses, a frame house, a black- 
smith shop and two 
or 
three 


houses under construction. 
The 


'irst store was started by Chap- 
man and Hamilton in a log addi- 
ion to the original Dixon's house 
and the first burial in the town 
cmetery took place when a man 
named Lafferty died. During the 
vmter Peter McKcnney and H. 
Thompson erected the Western 
Hotel. 


Ogle Officers Named 


In the Dec. 24 elections the 


county officers named were: com- 
missioners, V. A. Bogue, S. St. 
ohn Mix and Cyrus Chamberlain; 
recorder, James Gale; surveyor, 
Joseph Crawford; sheriff. W. W. 
Mudd; and coroner, Ira Hill. 


A f i n a n c i a l 
panic spread 


hroughout the country in 1837, 
but apparently did not stop the 
growth of Dixon's Ferry. 
The 


lock River House was built by 
Crowell and Wilson and the Dixon 
Hotel company organized. 


Voluntary 
subscriptions com- 


pleted the 
town's first 
school- 


louse, a 20x30 foot frame build- 
ng also used for court, town hall 
and meeting house, in the sum- 
mer of 1837. The Rev. Philander 
Chase. Bishop of Illinois, held the 
irst Episcopal service for what Is 
ow St. Luke's Episcopal congre- 


gation. The Methodists formed a 
lass with seven members to meet 
ach six weeks and circuit prcach- 
rs began arriving regularly. 


18 Families In Dixon 


Tho town now numbered 13 fam- 
ics and the first dry goods store 
M opened by S. M. Bowman. In 


September the first Ogle county 
ircult court session met in Dixon 
ndcr Judge Dan Stone. 
The frontier 
citizens greeted 


he Gypscy, first steamboat to 
each Dixon, In April, 1338. 
The 


county constructed in Dixon its 
most magnificent structure, a brick 
courthouse, the $7,000 
cost 
of 


which was paid 
by 
donations, 


while a jail was built for $1,495. 
A site for the new courthouse was 
contributed by John Dixon, in ad- 
dition to his gift of SO acres of 
land adjoining the town to be 
sold to support the project. * 


In the spring the Whig Party 


had held a convention in the town 
schoolhouse at 
which 
members 


had chosen candidates to represent 
10 to 15 counties in the Jo Da- 
viess representative district. 


Lee county was divided into 16 


road districts March 4, and in 
April the first term of Circuit 
court opened with Judge Dan 
Stone presiding. 


Dixon Get* Land Office 


In the fall the tireless John 


1845 had leaped to 3,282, an m« 
crease of 1,247* since 1840. A cor- 
respondent for a Rockfoid news- 
paper wrote that 400 persons lived 
in Dixon and that the town had 
Baptist, Congregational, 
Episco- 


palian and Methodist 
congrega- 


tions; that it had a select school 
and a district school, with a total 
of 75 pupils, and that the town had 
149 persons under 20. He told 
readers the town had six lawyers, 
three physicians, five dry good* 
and three 
grocery stores, 
four 


blacksmiths, three wagon shops, 
three tailors, two shoemakers, one 
painter, two cabinetmakers, two 
saddle and harness 'shops, one 
bakery and two hotels. 


Dixon citizens in the fall of 


1846 witnessed the erection of the 
town's first 
commercial 
brick 


building by Horace ' and James 
Benjamin and A. T. Murphy and 
during the same 
year a 
storc 


owned by Stiles and Eddy was de- 
stroyed by fire. 


Toll Bridge Built 


The. villagers and travelers fore- 


saw the end of the cumbrous fer- 
ry with the erection in the fall 
and winter of 1846-47 of a toll 
bridge across Rock river by the 
Rock River Dam & Bridge com- 
pany. They were destined to dis- 
appointment, 
however, 
for 
* 


freshet washed out the north 
of 
the 
b r i d g e 
March 
20. 


1847. Although the bridge was 
rebuilt two feet higher in the 
summer at 
and others 


a cost of $2,000. 
were to undergo 


long and costly series of heart- 
breaking mishaps before a per- 
manent structure 
spanned 
the 


rampaging Rock. 


The 
Odd Fellows 
organized 


Dixon Lodge No. 39 on July 27, 
1848, with Thomas Ayres, John<| 
Wittich, T. ,G. Hughes. T. E. Man- 
ning and G. M. Beadle as first 
members. 
The Rev. Jacob Bur- 


ket presided at the organization 
on Aug. 20 of the First Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran congregation of Loe 
county, with . 16 members. 
The 


congregation was 
renamed 
St. 


Paul's Evangelical Lutherans Nov. 
12, 1853. 


Townships Crratod 


Townships replaced the old clcc-* 


tion precincts by an act of the 
state legislature on Feb. 12. 1849. 
The new townships included: Paw 
Paw (later Wyoming), Brooklyn, 
Harmon, Lee Center, Bradford, 
Hamilton, Amboy, Fremont (later 
China), Dixon and Palmyra. 
In 


the spring the south half of the 
bridge was carried away by ice 


Dixon in 1850 


FIRST LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 


Dixon, dubbed "Father" Dixon by (and the bridge was not repaired 
the settlers not only because he' 
founded the city but because of 
his lifelong activities on its be- 
half, went to Washington and 
with the help of friends succeeded 
in obtaining an order from Presi- 
dent Van Buren moving the gov- 
ernment land office''from Galena 
to Dixon. 


On Nov. 6 Friendship Lodge No. 


7 of Dixon Masons obtained a 
dispensation from tht Kentucky 


until 1851. 


The completion 
of 
the First 


Baptist church was 
celebrated 


May 5, 1849, with the Rev. Jacob 
Knapp of Rockford officiating. In 
August the Rock River Hydraulic 
company asked and received the 
commissioners' p e r m i s s i o n to 
build a dam across the river. 


Country at Mid-Century 


As the mid-century mark was 
.(Continued on pag« 14, Sec. A) 
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"WITH BEST WISHES" 


To the Citizens of Lee and Adjoining Counties: 


"After much effort and unexpected delay, we 


are enabled to present to you the first number of our 
paper. We trust your candor will do us the justice 
to concede, that nothing but circumstances beyond 
our control, could have occasioned this delay. That 
this number or any future number, will please all of 
you, we have not the vanity to believe; but we have 
made and shall continue to make efforts to the ut- 
most of our ability, both to please and to profit those • 
who are disposed to patronize our labours. You will 
see by our prospectus next week, and in part by this 
No., somewhat of our intention in The Telegraph, and 
Herald. 
Independent in politics and religion, we 


shall show respect to all parties, and endeavor so 
far as we may in consistency with our position, to 
do justice to all. This No., we send to several who 
have not subscribed for it. Any such, who do not 
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making arrangements for its continuance, we have 
incurred responsibilities, to sustain which, we need 
all the immediate aid, which a compliance with our 
terms on your part will give us. With the best wishes 
and hopes that our sheet may meet with your favor 
and be a source of mutual pleasure and profit, we 
close our salutatory address." 


.•*•• 
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Dixon's First Newspaper Enters 
Second 100 Years of Progress 
B. F., Eustace, Mabel Shaw 
Shape Publishing Career 


By GEORGE B. SHAW, Editor 


Today is an important and highly impressive day in the 


life and history of The Dixon Evening Telegraph. It is our 
Centennial. It completes one hundred years of loyal service 
to Dixon and the surrounding area and of generous and 
friendly support of this newspaper by the residents of this 
and surrounding communities, and today we also start our 
next "Century of Progress" for- Dixon and the Dixon area 
and this newspaper. 


The Telegraph is grateful to the residents of the area' 


who throughout the years have subscribed to our paper and 
to the advertisers who have given-us their patronage, and 
we believe that the confidence of the public has not been 
misplaced and that we have done our best to give Dixon a 
really fine newspaper always and that we have been faithful 
in our efforts always to strive for everything that'is for the 


-No.l 


^Capitalists Urged 
To Invest in Dixon 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 1, 1951) 


—"All we shall say of our town 
at present is, that it is beautifully 
situated on the eastern bank of 
Rock river, about 75 miles from 
its mouth, and contains a popula- 
tion of 700 or 800. The landscape 


Aon cither side of the river at this 
"point is truly delightful; con- 


sisting of gradual 
slopes 
and 


tables, for sixty rods back, covered 
with a somewhat sandy soil, and 
at this season, a carpet of living 
green, thus furnishing sites for 
residences, surpassed by few, in 
any pare of the world. The Meth- 
odist and Baptist denominations 
have each a well furnished church 
edifice of which the one owned by 
the former has a bell. * • * Here 


*are also several land offices, a 


telegraph office, a court house, 
three hotels, a livery stable, a 
market, and eight to 10 stores. 
There are also several professional 
men and mechanics in all depart- 
ments.^ trade, and last but not 
least, 'is our printing establish- 
ment. 


"Best Water Powers In State" 
"There is, moreover, a dam 


across the river at 
this 
place, 


'•furnishing one of the best water 


powers in all the state. A saw 
mill is already in operation on one 
bank and a large flouring mill is 
about to be erected on the other. 
Measures arc also being taken 
to construct a bridge over the 
river at this point, which is now 
crossed by a good rope ferry boat 
which. Is in operation night and 
day. 
These considerations to- 


gether with the fact that sevcra' 


f> stores and dwellings arc now in 


progress of erection, — that stages 
meet here from 
almost 
every 


direction, and that branch of the 
Central road, is soon to pass 
hrough this town 
to Galena 


conspire to render Dixon one 01 
the most desirable places of rcsi 
dence in the 
western 
country 


Capitalists «nd others, wo think 
would find it to their interests to 
make us a visit, with a view t( 


(^Investment and locature." 


SCHOOL COMMISSIONER, 


LEE COUNTY 


In 1851 tho Commissioner o 


Schools in Lee County was John V 
Eustace, attorney at law, locate< 
at Corner of Main and Hennepin 
streets. 


LARD FOR LAMPS 


The Telegraph's first issue ask 


Qcd for lard to burn in office lamps 


THIS WAS DIXON IN 1851 Chicago and Back 


In Time for Tea!' 


Think of it: "Roll into Chicago, 


do your trading, and be back in 
ime for tea!" 


Chicago-in-one-day was 
the 


dream of speed in 1851, and an 
argument advanced for the con- 
truction of the St. Charles and 
Mississippi Railroad. 


Reporting a meeting of citizens 


urging the construction 
of the 


railroad through" Dixon, The Tele- 
graph, on May 28, urged farmers 
.o support the project with the 
ollowing glowing account of the 


'Shocking" Costume 
Urged by Dixon Lady 


Grandmother called it "shock- 


ng", "indecent", "unladylike". 


But to one Dixon lady in 1851 


,he "Bloomer dress" made sense. 
Disturbed by the account of the 
unfortunate death of a "skirted" 
ady in Ohio, this 
unidentified 


reader addressed a letter to the 
editor of The Telegraph urging 
adoption of the new costume. 


Her letter, published August 13, 


1851, is believed to be The Tcle- 
jraph's first concernv\vith wom- 
en's fashions. She wrote, in part: 
. "Mr. Editor — In looking over 
your last week's paper, among 
other things I read a most melan- 
choly account of Mrs. Wheeler; 
who, with her husband, was look- 
ing through a steam mill in the 
state of Ohio, and while passing a 
pair of horizontal 
wheels, 
her 


dress was caught and she drawn 
through between the wheels. * • 
While reflecting on the sad oc- 
curence, I was more than ever 
struck with the convenience and 
utility of the "Bloomer dress". Had 
she adopted the new "costume' 
before going into the 
mill, we 


have every reason to believe that 
she would have passed through it 
safely. I, am an advocate for the 
change, not for looks' sake, but 
for the comfort and health of our 
lady citizens. •' • • I hope our 
Dixon ladies will/show themselves 
independent in their manner of 
dressing. • • •" 


• 
THE BRIDGE 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 15,1851) 


—The bridge across Rock River, at 
this piece, is advancing rapidly 
The contractors, Messrs. Wynkoop 
it Griswold are "go-ahead" men 
and Intend to have one track com' 
pleted by th« fin> of next month. 


Early Advertising 
Key to Public's Needs 


Long before merchants realized 


that $1.98 sounds more economical 
than $200. or that bananas could 
DC sold by the pound and auto- 
mobiles F.O.B.. those who adver- 
tised in The Telegraph never men- 
tioned prices and seldom went 
into a description of their com- 
modities. 


Merchants in 1851 told 
the 


reader they had pots and pans— 
and those who wanted to see them, 
or find out the price, went to the 
store to investigate. 
No Com- 


petitive prices were mentioned in 
the ads. 


The wares advertised in the first 


year of The Telegraph are a key 
to the public's 
needs, economy 


whims and fashions. 


Among the Dixon business men 


who first became aware that "it 
pays to advertise" were: 


Lorenzo Wood, attorney-at-Iaw 


S. Anderson, daguerreotypes; G. L 
Herrick, stoves, tin ware etc. 
A. T. Murphy, insurance agency 
O. F. Ayres, and J. B. Brooks 
general merchandise; Eustace & 
Stiles; land agents; L. Church 
clock and watch maker; J. V 
Eustace and S. G. Patrick, attor 
neys-at-law; I. Means, plasterer 
J. 
Wcstray, 
tailoring; 
Jacob 


Young, tinner; J. P. Dixon, llvcrj 
stable; J. M. Manners and H. P 
Wickcs. painters; J. M. Van 
Arnan .& N G. H. Merrill supplle 
citizens with meat "mominga ani 
evenings to those who wiah to buy 
for cash"; W. H. H. Grow, physi 
clan; John McNulty, cigar manu 
facturcr; Murphy and Williamson 
brick yard; S. G. Parkhurst, dr> 
goods; James Benjamin, harness 
and saddle*. 


advantages: 


"Farmers, if you say so, the 


road will be built. And remember 
.hat what you do for its construc- 
tion, will be speedily returned with 


double compound interest 
to 


your pockets, in the increasing 
value of your property, and in 
bringing the best markets in the 
west nearer, and of cheaper access, 
'or your surplus grain and meat, 
.han are now your nearest towns. 
Why, when the cars come along, 
having ascertained by Telegraph 
n your county paper, when the 
markets are 
highest, you can 


tumble in all your surplus at once, 
aftor breakfast, roll into Chicago, 
effect a sale, do your trading, and 
be at home at tea, and that too, 
without having 
fatigued 
cither 


yourself or your horses. There is 
nothing like living to some pur- 
pose, while we do live." 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
(Dixon Telegraph, May 1, 1851) 
This paper is published on Wed- 


nesday of each week, for 
two 


dollars a year, in advance. Clubs 
of not less than ten names, to one 
address, are furnished at $1.50 per 
copy. 
Letters addressed to the 


editor, must be postpaid. N Adver- 
tising at the usual rates. 


LOOK OUT! 


(Dixon Telegraph, August 27, 


185D—Counterfeit 
gold dollars 


are in circulation. Look out! 


WINTER WHEAT 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 7, 1851) 


—A traveler from Chicago to Iowa 
City says that he did not see any 
good winter wheat until he got 
below Dixon on Rock River. There 
is but little in Iowa and that not 
very good. 


RUINOUS 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 14,1851) 


—The use of intoxicating drinks 
Is-Tuinous to health and happiness, 


best for the territory we serve. 


This, the Centennial Edition of 


The Evening Telegraph, is dedi- 
cated not only to the fine record 
of the one hundred years of en- 
lightened and progressive journal- 
ism that it has been the privilege 
of this newspaper to enjoy in this 
wonderful city of ours, but is also 
a tribute to the man we consider 
the founding father of this insti- 
tution, the late Benjamin F. Shaw, 
who was a member of the staff of 
The Telegraph in its birth year 
and who was the principal guiding 
spirit at the helm of The Tele- 
graph throughout its formative pe- 
riod; in. fact, until his death on 
September 18, 1909—a range of 58 
years. 


In this memorable edition, it ia 


also the desire of the staff of The 
Telegraph to give recognition to 
the capabilities, fine and strong 
character, determination and many 
splendid attributes of Mrs. Mabel 
S. Shaw, the young daughter-in- 
law, who took over the reins of 
management of the B. F. Shaw 
Printing Company when her fa- 
ther-in-law passed away in 1909 
and who has so successfully man- 
aged the growing affairs of the 
business since that time. 


Born in Now England 


Benjamin Flower Shaw was born 


on a farm near Wavcrly, N. Y., 
on March 31, 1831. 
His ancestry 


traced back to William Bradford 
who kept the log on the Mayflow- 
er and who became the first gov- 
ernor of Plymouth Colony. 
His 


grandmother on the paternal side 
was the last of those surviving 
from the Wyoming Valley massa- 
cre of 1778, her father and two 
b'rothcrs having been killed by the 
Indians in the battle that preced- 
ed the massacre. His mother's 
father. Major Zethon Flower, was 
a soldier in the Revolution. His 
parents, Alanson B. and Philomela 
(Flower) Shaw, then residents of 
Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, 


died 'when he was ft young man 
and while still in his early teens, 
Benjamin Shaw, a son of New 
England ancestry, came west to 
join an 
older brother, Alonzo 


Shaw, who lived for many years 
at what became Tipton, la. 


As a boy of 14 years, Benjamin 


Shaw was first employed riding 
pony express and carrying the 
United States mail from Cedar 
Rapids, la., to the lead mines town 
of Galena, 111., a distance of over 
100 miles by the route taken, over 
practically tractless prairie, with 
the hazards of Indians and rene- 
gade whites. At times his mail 
pouch carried large sums • of gold 
and on those occasions his pouch 
was his pillow \vhen nightfall over- 
took him. 
\ 


In 1847, when he was not yet 


16, Mr. Shaw went to Rock Island, 
111., where he'became employed in 
a printing plant and learned the 
mechanics of printing. 
In 1851, 


when he was 20 years old, he 
came to Dixon to visit relatives, 
and was soon engaged as publish- 


of The Dixon Telegraph and 


founders of the Republican party 
in Illinois. Up to 1856, The Tele- 
graph had been Independent In 
politics, but the slavery question 
became so dominant that a news- 
paper was required to take a 
stand! 'In 1856 Mr. Shaw was one 
of twelve Illinois' newspaper edi- 
tors who met in Oecatur and re- 
solved to found the Republican 
party In Illinois. Abraham Lin- 
coln was' present at the Decatur 
meeting. They selected-Blooming- 
ton as the site for a state conven- 
tion In June of that year. Mr. 
Shaw was a member of the resolu- 
tions committee and worked with 
Mr. Lincoln on the framing of the 
resolutions later adopted by the 
convention. Mr. Shaw served two 
terms as circuit clerk of-Lee Coun- 
ty and for many years was post- 
master in Dixon, which position he 
occupied at the time of his death. 


Lee'county Herald, Dixon's new 
paper. 


Mr. Shaw had many partners in 


the business' and at' one time he 
was stricken by the gold fever and 
went west, in 1859, He found no 
gold, and had to resort to his 
trade and set type on the first is- 
sue of the Rocky Mountain News, 
which was destined to become a 
great newspaper in Denver, and 
he related that he could have 
owned the Rocky Mountain News 
if he had been willing to accept 
the offer of the then owner and 
trade his team of mules for the 
paper. 
But he wanted to come 


back to Dixon and he needed the 
team to make the trip. 


Upon his return from the west, 


Mr. Shaw took over The Amboy 
Times for a while, but soon came 
back to Dixon again to become 
editor and publisher of The, Tele- 
graph, and to continue in that ca- 
pacity, for which he was so ad- 
mirably suited, with his gifted pen, 
courage and personality, through- 
out his lifetime. 


In 1868 Mr. Shaw put. in a year 


as Washington correspondent for 
the Chicago Evening Journal. 


Republican Party Founder 


B. F. Shaw was on* of the 


BENJAMIN F. SHAW 


EUSTACE*. SHAW 


MRS. MABELS-SHAW 


Ho was also a member of the 
board of canal commissioners of 
the state for a number of years. 


One of the many historic epi- 


sodes in the journalistic career of 
B. F. Shaw was when he attended 
and reported the famous Frceport 
debate between Stephen A. Doug- 
las and Abraham Lincoln. 


Mr. Shaw was married to Miss 


Anna E. Eustace, a sister of Judge 
John V. Eustace and a daughter of 
Thomas Eustace and Fannie Olm- 
stead Eustace of Dublin. Ireland. 
They had three sons, Fred, who 
was district attorney at Cripple 
Creek, Colo., for many years; 
Eustace E. and Dr. Lloyd Shaw, 
all of whom are now deceased. 


.Eustace E. Shaw, a son, was as- 


sociated with his father in tho 
operation of The Telegraph, for 
many years, but died as a com- 
paratively young man on Sept. 5, 
1902. He was born in Dixon on 
March 27, 1857. Ho'married Miss 
Mabel Smith of Darlington, Wis., 
and they had three sons, George, 
Benjamin and Robert, all of whom 
are now active in the operation of 
• 


the businesses operated by the B. 
F. Shaw Printing company, which 
includes the publication of The 
Evening Telegraph. The Shaw 
Printing company also owns, and 
operates 
the Dixon Publishing 


company, a large job printing 
plant in Dixon, and publishes three 
other daily newspapers, The Wood- 
stock Daily Sentinel of Woodstock, 
111.; The Newton Daily News of 
Newton, Ia., and tho Crcston 
News-Advertiser at Crcston, Ia., 
and two weekly papers, the Rock 
Falls Record of Rock Falls, 111., 
and tho McHenry Plalndealer' of 
McHcnry, 111. 


Eustace E. Shaw was associate 


editor and business manager of 
The Telegraph for many years, un- 
til his death' at the age of 45. He 
was very genial and had acquired 
a vast number of friends and his 
death was widely mourned. 


At a memorial held subsequent 


to tho death of Eustace Shaw, It 
was said: "Mr. Shaw was a man 
whoso domestic life was an ideal 
one but while his choicest joy was 
found among the loved ones of his 
own fireside, he was far from in- 
sensible to the claims of society 
and friends. Of his gentlemanly 
social qualities all who knew him 
can testify. No man in our midst 
enjoyed a larger circle of friends 
than did he and no man certainly 
was more worthy of-the love so 
spontaneously accorded him. He 
was unswerving In his loyalty to" 
his friends through all emergen- 
cies. He took the keenest delight 
in granting a favor, even to a cas- 
ual acquaintance and 
seemed 


scarcely to possess the ability to 
say'no to a request." 


An Honor to journalism 


Of the late Benjamin F. Shaw, 


Frank E. Stevens, in the History 
of the County wrote: 


"Tho record of Benjamin "F. 


Shaw of Dixon honors the name 
of journalism. He entered upon 
newspaper publication at a period 
when the purpose of journalism 
had its educational features in ad- 
dition to the dissemination of gen- 
eral and local news and had not 
been tinged with that commercial 
spirit which seeks through sensa- 
tionalism to stimulate the curiosity 
of the public without regard to 
wrong 
inipressions which like 


tares, grow up and choke out the 
good seed. He never deviated from 
the high principles which he set 
up nor lowered his standards be- 
cause 'he considered it expedient 
or profitable to do so. At-the time 
of his death he was probably the 
Nestor of Illinois journalists, hav- 
ing for many years been editor 
and proprietor of Dixon's oldest 
newspaper." 


The late Mr. Stevens, who also 


edited a newspaper in Dixon at 
one time, himself enjoyed a repu- 
tation as a first rate journalist, 
writer and historian. 


Rock River Village 


In the spring of 1851, before the 


railroads came to Dixon and when 
this city was a little village of 600 
or 700 people, when what is now 
River street was the main business 
street of the town, and when per- 
haps only a half dozen houses were 
built on the north side, for no 
bridge as yet connected the two 
shores, only a ferry, a small cara- 
van drove into town from the east, 
the Chicago trail. There was a 
covered carriage and two farm 
wagons. 


A Paper Is Born 


The little caravan contained th» 


meager equipment essential for the 
publication of the first newspaper 
in Dixon and the only paper be- 
tween Napcrville and Rock Island 
and Galena and Pcoria. In the car- 
riage were Charles R. Fisk and 
wife and son, Charles E., and an. 
other young man. In tho wagons 
were the household effects of the 
Fisks and a Washington hand 
press, an inking roller and rack, 
a small imposing stone, a half doz- 
en compositor's stands and a scow 
or so of cases of newspaper and 
job type. There were two or three 
bundles of newsprint. Tho printing 
equipment was carried upstairs to 
two rooms over tho Ayers * 
Barnes store on River street, and 
.(Continued on page 10, Sec. A). 
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1852 • • • Dixonites Help to Elect Pierce 


St. Peter's Chapel Now Shrine 
At Historic Grand Detour Site 


St. Peter's church, Grand De- 


tour, now a chapel of St Luke'fl 
Episcopal parish in Dixon, is se- 
cond only to Grace church", Galena, 
us the oldest church in the Diocese 
of Chicago. 


St. Peter's was 
consecrated 


October 22,1852. by Bishop White- 
house; 
however, 
the 
church's 


actual history began in 1845—106 


-years—ago—when the Reverend 
Abraham Joseph Warner was sent 
by the Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety to choose a location in the 
Rock River territory best suited 
for an Episcopal church. He se- 
lected Grand Detour, then an im- 
portant and flourishing settlement, 
as the ideal spot. 


On May 15, 1847. the Parish of 


St. Peter's was organized and on 
June 17, 1849, the cornerstone was 
laid by the rector. 


Church Finished in 1850 


The church was finished in 1850 


and at 4 o'clock on Friday, May 17, 
the first service was held by the 
Rector. The following Sunday, 
Bishop Chase conducted services 
and administered confirmation. 


With the coming of the railroad 


to Dixon. business, and consequent- 


• ly population, left Grand Detour 


and for many years the church was 
used only occasionally. 


William Andrus, son of the first 


Warden, put the church into usable 
condition again, and,in 1907, the 
Reverend Albert B. Whltcombe, 
the Rector of St. Luke's, Dixon, 
began holding afternoon secvices 
in St Peter's during the summer 
months and at his retirement in 
1931, 
was appointed Priest-in- 


charge and held regular services 
there until his death in 1934. 


ST. PETER'S CHAPEL, GRAND DETOUR 


In 1933, Bishop Craig Stewart 


visited the church ana confirmed a 
class, of ten persons, the first class 
since 1861. 


Buried Beneath Altar 


Father Whitcombe is buried be- 


•neath the outdoor "altar in the 
churchyard. Upon his death, the 
Reverend DeVon Ellsworth of St. 
Peter's, Sycamore, was named 
Prlest-in-Charge, later followed by 
the Reverend B. Norman Burke, 
Rector of St. Luke's, Dixon. 


In the winter of 194.7, the entire 


ceiling fell, making necessary ex- 
tensive repairs to the structure. 
Frederick J. Garner, a resident of 
Grand Detour, was appointed cus- 
todian, and worked to renovate the 
church. Through his efforts and 
the gifts of churchmen and per- 
sons interested in the preservation 
of the historical structure, re-open< 
ing of the church for public wor- 
ship during- the summer months 
was made possible in 1948. 
v 


Early Dixon Enterprise 


D. W. McKenney & Co., one of the town's first livery stables, was located at 114 W. River 
street For many years this thoroughfare was the principal business street. The build- 
ing was erected in 1841 and occupied for a number of years by Little & Brooks, dry 
goods merchants. 
D. W. McKenney, proprietor, is shown in the foreground of the 


pictwjs. 


IOOF Notable 
In Dixon History 


When Dixon decided to go all out in observance of Inde- 


pendence Day on Monday, July 5,1852, the Odd Fellows' four- 
year-old lodge No. 39 took charge of the all-day program by 
sponsoring a parade, orations and addresses, an outdoor pic- 
nic and a ball in the evening. 


At the ceremonies on the court- 


house square, Col. Cyrus Aldrich 
read the Declaration of Independ- 
ence to the frontier citizens, J. V. 
Eustace delivered an address and 
a. picnic was held for all in the 
adjoining grove. 


On Sept 11, that year, the Odd 


Fellows in Dixon had expanded 
and-bought a lot to erect a brick 
building, 30 by 60 feet, o£ four 
stories, the following spring. ' 


Organized in 1848 


The Dixon Odd Fellows lodge 


was organized July 27, 1848, by 
charter 
members: 
Thorns 
H. 


Ayrcs, John Wlttich, T. G. Hughes, 
E. T. Manning and G. M. Beadle. 
Meetings were held in the attic of 
the A. T. Murphy building, first 
brick store in Dixon. 


The Dixon Telegraph of April 


9,1853, reported a resolution pass- 
ed by the Odd Fellows upon the 
death of a former Grand, James 
P«.Dixon, son of the city's father. 
Members extended help to their 
brother's widow, conducted the 
burial ceremony and wore mourn- 
ing: bands for 30 days. 


The Nachusa Encampment, I. 


O. O. F., was organized March 9, 
1871, and the Rucker lodge on 
Aug. 7, 1872, each later becoming 
Inactive, but the original Odd Fel- 
lows lodge is still strong as ever. 


On April 29, 1880, the Dixon 


Telegraph devoted its whole front 
page to an Odd Fellows convention 
in.Dixon ori the occasion of the 
61st anniversary of the Order in 
the United States. Represented at 
the'convention were 28 L O. 0. F. 
lodges and 11 Encampments, all 
of .which took part la a gigantic 


parade. 


Col. H. T. Noble was president 


of the convention association and 
Gen. S. D. Atkins, chief marshal. 
A. A. Tcrrill was chief of the re- 
ception committee, Father Ed- 
vards, Grand Chaplain, delivered 
a prayer. Mayor John V.»Thomas 
gave a welcome address to which 
I. G. Bailey of Mt. Carroll re- 
sponded, and the Hon. Clark E. 
larr of Galesburg delivered the 
oration. 


The 80 members of Lodge No. 39 


have recently finished repairs and 
remodeling of their building at 
122 Galena avenue, where mem- 
bers meet each Tuesday night. 


As part of their command and 


duty from the Law of the Order 
'to visit the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed, to bury the dead and edu- 
cate the orphan," the organiza- 
tion has been furnishing" hospital 
beds tor several yearj to those in 
need, upon a physician's order • 


Support Children'* Home 


The Odd Fellows own and help 


support a children's home at Lin- 
coln, HI., with part'of the support 
derived from farm products. The 
Old People's Home for Odd Fel 
lows is at Mattoon, 111., and both 
homes are maintained for needs 
of Odd Fellows. 


Special meetings each year in 


elude a joint memorial gathering 
with the Rcbekahs and a Found- 
er's Day meeting .In honor of 
Thomas Wlldey, who organized th« 
I. O. o. F. in the United States, 


Elected officers for 1990-51 in 


elude: Noble Grand, Clyde.Shoe 
maker; Vice Grand, Lewis T 
Jones; recording secretary, Fran 
els M. Loomis; and financial sec 
retary, Percy. W. Busby. 


Shortage of Labor 
iandicaps Growth 
< 


In July of 1852 it was reported 
hat "over thirty dwellings" were 
n the course of construction in 
Dixon and that "there would be 
more if there were mechanics here 
to put them up." 
• The rapidly-growing community 
was handicapped by the labor 
shortage, but in.spite of the lack 
of workmen, history records that 
n 1852, in addition to the dwcll- 
ngs, a "large stone hotel (Nachu- 
sa) is.being rapidly completed, and 
a large number are employed on 
he grist mill being built on the 
south side bf the river." 


Editor Boosts Town 
n Simple Language 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 29,1852) 


—We do not sit down for the pur- 
)ose of writing a puff, or to give 
n detail a statement of the many 
inducements held out for settle- 
ment in our town; but only to say 
that we know of no inland town in 
:he state which appears to have 
ttefore it a more brilliant future. 
During the, coming summer and 
winter, one, and in all probability 
two lines of railroad will be built, 
connecting us with the Mississippi 
on the one side, and the Illinois 
River on the other. In the mean- 
time, buildings are being erected 
in every direction; and the dcmanc 
for mechanics and . laborers is 
greater than the supply. 


CANDIDATES FOR GOVERNOR 
.,. (Dlxon Telegraph, 
March 6 


1852)—So far as we have heart 
in this section of the State: Kane 
Kendall and McHcnry Counties 
have instructed their delegates to 
vote for Hon. Joel A. Mattcson 
Jo Daviess and Lee for Col.1 John 
Dement; and Carroll for Hon 
David L. Gregg. • 


BRIDGE STOCK 


(Dlxon Telegraph, February 7 


1852)—Nineteen shares of the new 
series of stock in the Rock Rive 
Dam & Bridge Co., can be had on 
application to J. B. Brooks. 


How Dixon Voted 
For President 


In the Presidential' election on 


Tuesday, November 2, 1852, the 
majority of Dixonites who voted 
supported the winning' candidate, 
Tranklin Pierce. 


Of the 327 who voted, 185 voted 


for Pierce, 138 for Winfield Scott, 
his Whig opponent, and four votes 
were reported aa "scattered." 


Editor Reproves 
Political Rivals 


After the presidential elections 


n 1852 and the country's choice of 
Franklin Pierce, the Democratic 
andidate, the Telegraph 
editor 


luly reported the elections in his 
ditorial columns. 
In his issue of the following 


veek, Nov. 13, 1852, however, 
marling under-nia-poHtical disa; 
wintment, he delivered a few well- 
aimed blows at. the jeering Demo- 
Tats. Said the pioneer journalist: 


"We take this opportunity once 


or all to assure the whole world, 
our subscribers, and those who 
read our paper without subscribing 
'or it, and those who subscribe for 
t without paying for it; and every- 
body else who takes any interest in 
he matter, that in the conduct of 
this paper, we are responsible to 
no man, woman or child; that there 
s one individual whose good opin- 
on of it we are anxious to obtain, 
and whom we are exerting our- 
selves very much to please; and 
whose approbation, if secured, will 
more than counterbalance the sour 
ooks or cross words of anybody 
else—and that individual is our 
own self: 


"As to the great majority of the 


rest of mankind, we believe, if we 
Jlease ourself, we shall please 
:hem—but as to the remaining 
'ew, those who would like to find 
fault, whether with or without 
cause, we beg leave, very sincerely, 
and from the bottom of our heart 
to inform them that we don't care a 
single—(obstruction to a river)— 
about them." 


Cake, Dollar Good/ 
Says Society Item 


(Dlxon Telegraph, Sept. 18,1852) 


—Married, on the 16th inst,' at 
Sugar Grove, by Prof. Pinckney, 
Mr. Joseph Crawford, of Dixon, to 
Mrs. Hulda Culver of Sterling. 


The foregoing notice took us all 


aback finding it as we did one 
morning, without having heard of 
a single note to warn us of our 
friend's apporaching fate. But on 
the principle that there is joy over 
one that repenteth, great must 
have been the rejoicing, when he 
turned from the error of his ways 
of single un-blessedness. The cake 
was good and so was the dollar. 


BIBLE SOCIETY MEETS 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24.1852) 
•The annual meeting of the Lee 


county Bible Society was held at 
Lee Center, Jan. the 1st; Rev. L. 
Hitchcock, president of the so- 
ciety, in the chair; and Rev. O. F. 
Ayres, secretary pro-tern. 


Col. John Dement 


John Dement, one of Dixon's 


most distinguished citizens, in 
company with Brooks and Daley, 
opened a corn-grinding mill here 
on December 18, 1852 at the cost 
of $15,000. 


The mill was only one of De- 


ment's industrial 
projects 
and 


listory credits him with later-erec- 
ting other buildings to be used for 
manufacturing.' Among them were 
two large buildings erected in 1854 
which later became the Dixon 
Plow works. 


In politics, as well as industry, 


Col. John Dcmcnt's record is equal- 
ly as impressive. Born at Gallatine, 
Tenn.. April 26, 1804, he later 
moved with his parents' to Frank- 
lin county, HI., in 1817. In 1826 
only 24 years>»f age—he was elect- 
ed as sheriff of the county and also 
was collector and treasurer of pub- 
lic funds. He was elected to the 
state legislature In 1828 and re- 
elected in 1830. He also served as 
state treasurer for three terms.- 


In 1837 he was appointed re 


cclver for the land office in Galena, 
111. This government office was 
moved to Dixon in 1840 and De- 
ment came here aa receiver. 


He was 
chosen presidential 


elector for James K. Polk in 1844 
and was a member of the state 
constitutional conventions for sev- 
eral years (1847-48, 1862 and 
1870). 


He served as mayor of Dixon for 


four terms, the first beginning in 


St. Luke's Episcopalians Build 
After St. Peter's Consecration 


Although the Episcopal church 


was organized in Dixon in 1838, 
some 18 years were to pass before 
members of St. Luke's parish 
erected and dedicated their first 
house of worship in the summer of 
1856—four years after the conse 
cration of St. Peter's church in 
Grand Detour, which today IB a 
chapel of St. Luke's parish. 


St. Luke's church was n. triumph 


for its members, whose ranks had 
been thinned by the. departure 
from Dixon of many members 
after the church was organized. 


Ever facing onward and upward, 


members look to the installation 
this spring of three of four manual 


.6—pipe prgyns t,n take the 


place of the Hook and Hastings 
organ installed in 1885, and an 
architect is completing plans for 
a restoration of the church tower, 
destroyed 
by fire after being 


struck by lightning in 1907. 


The pipe organs are being built 


by Hubert A. Howell as a memor- 
ial to his parents and he will uti- 
lize the same pipes, using addi- 
tions. The great, swell and choir 
organs will be installed in the pres- 
ent chamber and the solo over the 
Sacristy. The echo will be installed 
in the tower later. 


Backed by Contributions 


Contributions to the organs are 


in the form of a memorial to de- 
parted members, with the two 
largest donations thus far by the 
Howell family and Mrs. Eustace 
Shaw. When completed, it will be 
the largest organ in this part of 
Illinois. 


Memorial funds will go to re- 


store the church tower and $1,000 
has been contributed by Misses 
Gratia and Laura Rogers. 


The 1907 fire was not the first 


disaster which visited St. Luke's 
church. A fire on Oct. 25, 1935, 
gutted the interior and the congre- 
gation was without a building for 
almost a year. At a cost of about 
$30,000, a new altar and reredos 
of carved wood was installed, the 
organ rebuilt and new pews in- 
stalled. The entire interior and ex- 
terior was redecorated in 1947 
and the ancient Gothic style copied 
for the interior. 


Organized in 1838 


The parish was organized in 


1838 under the Rev. James De- 
Puy, "missionary-at-large," who 
built a rectory on land donated 
by John Dixon. First Episcopalian 
services in Dixon had been held 
in 1837 by the Rev. Philander 
Chase, Bishop of Illinois. 


The building erected' in 1856, 


stilj standing and being used to- 
day as a residence after remodel- 
ing, served the congregation until 
the construction in 1871 and con' 
secration on St. Luke's Day, Oct. 
18, 1872/of the present building. 


Services setting the cornerstone 


n place had been conducted Sept. 
7, 1871, by the Rev. John Wilkin- 
son in the absence of Bishop 
Whitehouse. 


Documents Left 


Articles placed in the stone in- 


cluded: A Bible, a prayer book, 
Journal of the Diocesan Conven- 
tion of 1870, American Church- 
man, The Churchman, The Gos- 
>cl Messenger, The* Spirit of Mis- 
sions,. The Children's Guest, The 
Sunday School Scholar, History 


>f Dixon and Lee County, Dixon 
Telegraph and Herald, Lee Coun- 
y Democrat, Rock River Farmer, 
a list of St. Luke's clergy from 
836 to 1871, names of the war- 
dens and vestry for 1871, names 
of the building committee and 
names Of the architect and con- 
tractor. 


First services were held Sept. 


15, 1872. The building cost a total 
of $16,800. 


The present rectory was built 


vith stone left over from the con- 
struction of the public library. 


The Woman's Guild, later St. 


Ann's Guild, was organized in 
1875, and was discontinued Nov. 
6, 1946. St Agnes' .Guild, came 
into being in 1878. The "Fort- 
nighters," now the Couples' club, 
began after World War I with 
about 100 members. 


At the formation of the Boys' 


choir and later the Girls' choir, 


BISHOP PHTL.ANPER CHASE 
REV. VERNON L. S. JONES 


ST. LURE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 1872 


ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AS IT APPEARS TODAY 


the Choir Mothers' guild was or- 
ganized March 14, 1948. On the 
Feast of St. Luke, Oct. 18, 1950, 
the Guild of St. Vincent, a frater- 
nity of altar servers and a na- 
tional guild in the church, was 
organized. 


The Girls' Friendly guild for 


young girls of the parish was 'or- 
ganized in December, 1950, and 
the Guild of St. Luke, a semi- 
professional women's group called 
the Evening guild, was started 
about eight years ago. The Altar 
guild dates from the organization 
of the parish in 1838, 


The church'* outstanding anni- 


versary celebration was on the 


60th anniversary of the 
new 


church, which lasted from Oct. 
16-23, 1932, during the rectorship 
of the Rev. J. Norman Burke. 
Principal dignitaries present in- 
cluded Bishop George Craig Stew- 
art, bishop of Chicago, and the 
Very Rev. E. J. M. Nutter, dean 
of Nashotah Theological seminary. 


Rev. V. L. S. Jones, Rector 
Present rector of St. Luke's 


Episcopal church is the Rev. Ver- 
non L. Shattuck Jones, while the 
congregation ^numbers 223 adult 
communicants' and 38 youth com- 
municants. 
• . 


St Luke's church provides and 


the rector sponsors the Youth 


Center for all teen-agers in Dix- 
on, irrespective of church affilia- 
tion. A high school survey in May, 
1950, indicated 500 students UM 
the center, and a great number of 
eighth grade students and* high 
school graduates, especially 
on 


Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 


St. Peter's, Grand Detour, is a 


chapel of St. Luke's parish. 


Present groups in tho church 


and their membcrsips are: 
St 


Luke's Altar guild, 14; St. Luke'fl 
Evening guild, 35; St. Agnes' 
guild, 45; St. Vincent's guild, 12; 
Couples' club, 100; Vestry and 
Council, 19; Boys' choir, 22; Girls' 
choir, 18; and adult choir, 15. 


Over the Back Fence.;. 
These Items Were Talk of Dixon in '52 


"PREMATURE INTERMENTS" 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 17, 


1852)—We commend the attention 
of our readers to an article in 
another, column headed "Prema- 
ture Interments." We believe it 
can • be read with profit in this 
vicinity, whero the dead are hur- 
ried to the grave,.with, what has 
always seemed to us, most in- 
decent haste. 


STORM PLAYS HOB 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar.x '20, 


1852)—On Saturday last, the 13th 
about 2 o'clock p., m., a sudden 
storm of wind passed over this 
portion of the state. In this place 
it blew down the gable ends of 
an unfinished stone building. 


Our readers must excuse the 


dearth of news in this week's 
paper. The storm of last Satur- 
day, P.l*X«d >ucb fantastic tricks 


with the telegraph wires and poles, 
that no eastern dispatches have 
been received for a week. And as 
the mails are. sent •in. lumber 
wagons, through mud, hub-deep, in 
preference io carrying them by 
steamboat or • railroad—the news 
we get' by 
them- is rather 


antiquated. 


. CROPS DOING "FINELY" 
(Dixon Telegraph,-July 17,1852) 


—The prospect for a good 'wheat 
crop in this section of the state 
is better than it has been for 
several years. All other crops are 
doing finely. 


• HORSE THIEF CAUGHT 
Aug. 28, 1852—The Telegraph 


reported the capture of a horse 
thief by Sheriff A. L. Porter after 
the thief stole a horse near Mt. 
Morris. 


EDITOR GETS RHUBARB 
(Dixon Telegraph, July 17,1852) 


—We were presented the other 
day by Mr. J. T. Little, with an 
enormous pie plant, the growth of 
of'his garden three miles east of 
this place. One of .the leaves 
which we measured, was 
eight 


feet in circumference; and two 
feet six'inches in width; the stalk 
measured over four inches and a 
quarter. 


"PRETTY TALL CROWD" 
(Dixon Telegraph, July 10,1852) 


—At the Exhibition of Raymond 
and VanAmburg's Menagerie at 
this place yesterday, there were 
twenty-five hundred persons under 
the canvas at one time. . 


A pretty tall crowd for a new 


country* 


YE POOR EDITOR 


(Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 14, 


1852)—We would • not wish 
to 


subject our worst enemy to any 
more annoying task than to com* 
pel him to find1 news items for a 
paper now-a^ays.. The only in- 
telligence brought by our ex- 
changes'is-that •Pierce and Scott 
are each sure of being elected 
president. 


20 DEGREES BELOW 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24,1852) 


—The past week has been the 
coldest of the season, and Monday 
the coldest day that has been ex- 
perienced in this.vicinity for nine 
years—the thermometer was down 
to twenty degrees below zero; and 
this, when it was not exposed to 
the wind. 
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Freedom of Worship 


in 


s. 


Dtxon for Over a 


Thousands of Dixonites Have passe'd tHrougH tHe open door of 


ttie church during the past century. These people have been the faith- 
ful custodians of freedom of worship. For, freedom of worship is only 
preserved by those who use this freedom in worship. Privileges left 
unused are eventually lost. ' 


Those who have used tHe open door of worship an'd have related 


worship to the working activities of daily living have given to the com- 
munity its greatest heritage. 


Men and women have found saving grace for their souls. Man 


and woman have celebrated the founding of a new home. Children 
have been presented unto the Lord and parents have sought wisdom 
for their task. Comfort has been found for the sorrowing. The pres- 
ence of God has been experienced by those who stand in the shadow 
of death. 


The' church through the century Has stood as a conscience for 


the economic, political and social life of the community. 


Truly those who have regularly passed over the threshold of 


the open door to the house of worship this past century have main, 
lained the freedom of worship. 


All people and upright interests of the community have bene- 


fited by this open door. 
* 
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1853... Building Boom /Jumps' Wages 
Church Bell Installed in 1853, 
Still Summons Dixon Baptists 


(From the files of The Tele- 


graph of September 17,1858.) 


."As we write the workmen 


have just finished their work of 
fixing in its place the new bell, 
upon the Baptist church, and are 
sounding Its first peal. Loud, 
clear, sonorous and musical come 
Its rich, full tones upon the eve- 
mug air." 


Today the same bell still sounds 


its tidings in the First Baptist 
church of Dixon as a reminder to 
the faithful that It is time for wor- 
ship. 


The history of the First Baptist 


church began eight years after 
Dixon was founded when a group 
of immigrant Baptists from-Dixon 
and Buffalo Grove gathered to or- 
ganize as the First Baptist church 
of ; Dixon and Buffalo Grove on 
May*8, 1838. 


The Dixon congregation included 


seven members: Howland Bicknell, 
and Sisters Rebecca Dixon, Eliz- 
abeth Bellows, Jerusha Hammond, 
Sarah Kellog,* Martha Parks and 
Ann Clarley. The group was or- 
ganized by the Rev. Thomas Powell 
of the Home Missionary society, 
and he was pastor for two years. 
The only other religious organiza- 
tion was the Methodist group at 
the time. 


Gathered in Homes 


At this early date members of 


the little church gathered in the 
homes of its members, and met in 
the school buflding later, where it 
alternated on Sundays with other 
churches. Business meetings were 
held on Saturday. 


By April 16, 1842, the congrega- 


tion of the two settlements had 
reached 75 and decided to separate 
into two groups, the Dixon congre- 
gation taking its present name, 


The first church constructed by 


the Baptists was adjacent to the 
present Black Hawk hotel, where 
the lot was purchased"from Nancy 
Chapman for $100 on June 28, 
1843. 


The $3,000 cost of the church 


was raised by selling stock in the 
building and selling and assigning 
parishioners certain pews. 


•Church Dedicated, 1849 


Upon completion of the building. 


It was dedicated May 5, 1849, at 
dedication sen-ices held by the 
Rev. Jacob Knapp of Rockfbrd 
The church now had 44 members 
and the Rev. E. T. Manning was 
serving as pastor, with a salary ol 
$300 per year, plus house rent and 
firewood. 


In 20 years the'congregation had 


jrrown and the need for another 
'church was evident. Subscriptions 
were solicited and plans made, and 
approved for the present home of 
the First Baptist church. 
- 


The cornerstone of the church 


was laid Oct. 1, 1869, and the buil- 
ding was dedicated July 28, 1872, 
with the Rev. N. F. Ravlin officiat- 
ing. The Rev. J. H. Pratt was sen-- 
ing as pastor of the church whose 
congregation numbered 162 at the 
dedication. He was succeeded May 
1. 1873, by the Rev. D. F. Carna- 
han. 


Costs Liquidated 


Under the new minister's leader- 


ship during his pastorate of three 
years a plan was devised which 
liquidated most of the costs of the 
church. 


When the church celebrated its 


40th.aniversary it,had 171 active 
members, having had a total of 545 
names on the register since organi- 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 1849-1868 


(Sketcli by Clinton Fahrncy) 


zation. 


The church withdrew from the 


Illinois River Association May-27, 
1873, and was admitted to the 
Rock River Association, of which 
,t is still a mem-ber. 
\ ' 


It was during baptismal sen-ices 


of the church at the Rock River on 
May 4, 1873, that the terrible 
Truesdell bridge disaster occurred, 
resulting in the deaths of 42 per- 
sons and serious injuries to 47, 
when the bridge collapsed from the 


weight of a large crowd watching 
the ceremonies. 


Five Members Die 


The Rev. J. H. Pratt had just 


baptized two candidates and the 
third was ready to receive baptism 
when the bridge fell. The church 
lost five members and the SuTiday 
school, nine, among the deaths. 


Afterward no baptisms occurred 


until April, 1876, when church rec- 
ords indicate that "then a way was 
(Continued on page 14, Sec. A) 


REV. THOMAS POWELL 


DR. J. II. HUGHES 


Presbyterians Organize Church 
In 1853; Near Century Mark 


A hundred years ago 
next 


month, on June 23, 1851, The Tele- 
graph reported that "some Pres- 
byterians wishing to worship in 
accordance with their own views 
and customs," began 
to have 


preaching services in the district 
school house. Formal oragniza- 
tion of the church followed less 
than two years later, on January 
29, 1853. 


This spring members of the 


First Presbyterian church of Dix- 
on plan to begin a building im- 
provement program voted by the 
congregation on June 27,1947, and 
have raised more than 
three- 


fourths of the costs. 


Services were held somewhat 


irregularly from the 
time 
the 


Presbyterian,, flock first met in 
1851, Until Reverend George Steb- 
bins and Ithamar Pillsbury. a 
committee of two appointed by 
the Presbytery 
of Rock River, 


came to Dixon to formally organ- 
ize the First Presbyterian church. 


Began With 10 Members 


The ten original members In- 


cluded: George 
Sharar, 
Mary 


Sharar, James Means, 
Isabella 


Means, Margaret Richardson, John 
Beatty. Nancy Bcatty, Robert Me- 
Bride. Mrs. James Smith and Mrs. 
James Little. Two children were 
baptized on this Sunday: Samuel 
Little, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jamts 
Little, and George Smith, son of 
Mr..and Mrs. James Smith. 


First pastor was Dr. W. W. 


Harsha, who came to Dixon to 
establish a college under auspices 
of the Presbytery of Rock.River. 
H« laid th« «omentont ot the 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


college, 
the 
Dixon 
Collegiate 


Institute, July 4, 1855, the insti- 
tute being backed by a $25,000 
endowment and donations from 
Dixon citizens 
of $12,000 
and 


grounds in Bluff Park. 


.Dedication of the first church 
building followed February 17, 


1856, by Dr. Harsha, on the pres- 
ent Presbyterian lot. 


Congroiratlonallst* Join 


Soon after the organization of 


the church a group of Nnv Kng- 
land Congrcgationalists enlarged 
its fellowship and It'bceamc neces- 
sary to seek a larger building. 


The congregation met for awhile 


with the Methodjsts, but this was 
not satisfactory because of the 
growing membership 
of 
both 


churches. 
On January 5, 1861, 


the Presbyterians moved to a 
building in North Dixon formerly 
occupied by the Unitarians. 


'Pay Is High' in '53; 
Up to $1.75 Per Day 


Wages were "high" in Dixon in 


1853. 


Day laborers made as much as 


$1.75 a day—and out of that a man 
could pay the rent, buy food, cloth- 
ing and fuel and have a few pen- 
nies left over for "luxuries" or 
hard candy for the children. 


1853 was a year when day la- 


borers were in demand and when 
Dixon was expanding rapidly. 


The following1 account of the 


economic trends is told in the 
Dixon Telegraph, December 10, 
1853: 


"There have been more and bet- 


ter buildings put Up in Dixon this 
season than in any three years be- 
fore. Some business houses have 
been built that would not discredit 
the streets of any of our cities. 
And large improvements are pro- 
jected for the ensuing spring. 


"Wages are high and all kinds of 


labor in demand. Day laborers 
have been paid, during this fall, as 
high as one dollar and seventy-five 
cents per day; and all- others in' 
proportion. 


"Dixon is one of that class of 


towns that 'has a future before it'." 


Group of Mormons 
Settles Near Dixon 


Joseph Smith, founder of Mor- 


nionism and who has been com- 
pared by his followers to Ma- 
homet, was an important figure in 
the early history of Dixon and 
Lee county. 


In 1843 Smith was charged with 


'treason against the government 
of Missouri" and was later arrest 
ed near Dixon. 


An account of the arrest is 


found in "The Prophet of Pal- 
myra" by Thomas Gregg, an 1890 
publication belonging to the Chi- 
cago Historical Society: 


"Learning ' that Smith and nis 


•vil'e were on a visit to her rela- 
:ives at Palestine Grove in Lee 
county, toward the north end of 
he district, and about one hun- 
dred and fifty miles from Nauvoo, 
he officer, in company with the 
Missouri agent, quietly repaired 
.hither. They found the prophet at 
.he house of his friend, arrested 
him, and placing him in a car- 
riage, started by way of Dixon, 
the county seat." 


Events Leading to Arrest 


Events leading to the arrest had 


been these: 


On the morning of the 7th of 


May, 1842, the news spread that 
during the night an attempt had 
been made to assassinate ex-Gov- 
ernor Boggs of Missouri. He had 
been fired at through his window, 
as he sat reading in his room, and 
seriously but not fatally wounded. 
It was strongly suspected that the 
assassin was Orrin P. Rockwell, 


close friend of Smith. The pro- 


phet, Smith, had declared that 
Boggs would die a violent death; 
and he had stated that Rockwell 
lad gone to fulfill a prophecy. 


Following the arrest near Dix- 


on, the case became swamped in 
one habeas corpus after another, 
and those who sought to conquer 
Smith were finally abashed by the 
municipal court at Nauvoo. 


The next mention of the Mor- 


mons in Lee county followed in 
853. After the death by murder 
if Joseph Smith, his brother Wil- 
iam, with a small band of follow- 
rs took up their residence about 
12 miles south of Dixon and con- 
inued 
their 
organization 
and 


meetings. 
, 


At the April term, of the Circuit 


Court in 1853, on the trial of the 
application of the Mormon pro- 
phet, for a divorce, the jury found 
a verdict for the lady. 


FARM NEWS 


(Dixon Telegraph, January 8, 


853)—One of our Lee County 
armers sold;his Pork last week 
n Peru at $6.75. 


/ • 
Nachusa Hotel Receives 
Many Famous Travelers 


NACHUSA HOTEL 


ROOM WHERE LINCOLN STAYED 


Editor Says: Tersevere, 
Dixon Will Grow to 3,000f 


"There is no reason in the world," wrote B. F. Shaw in 


The Telegraph dated Sept. 3, 1853, "why one year from this 
date, Dixon shall not contain at least three thousand inhabi- 
tants. This result is obtainable and it only depends upon our- 
selves to secure it." 


Citing the many advantages of 


the town at that time, he con- 
tinued, "Situated on the main 
trunk of the Illinois Central Rail- 
road, running north and south; 
and with another railroad from 
Chicago to the Mississippi crossing 
the first, at right angles, hi the 
town; we have a direct communi- 
cation in every direction. 
This 


road from Chicago is destined to 
be the great line of travel from 
the east to the far west. Its con- 
nections through Iowa being in the 
course of rapid construction as 
far west as the banks of the Mis- 
souri river at Council Bluff. 


"We Have Water-Power" 


"These, then will be our facilities 


for intercourse with "the rest of 


mankind." 
But 
for 
our 
own 


growth, we trust to the rapidly 
developing resources of the coun- 
try with which we are surrounded; 
but more especially for the oppor- 
tunity offered here for carrying on 
of almost every kind of 
maffu- 


factures. 
We have water-power; 


the extent of which is no where 
excelled in Illinois, [n the use of 
this power must we look for our 
prosperity. 
Let it be made im- 


mediately productive, as it can 
and should be; and within'the year 
it would of itself 
bring to us 


nearly the number of people that 
we have named. 


'To accomplish this, all that is 


needed is energy and perseverance. 
Everywhere in the state, where 


(From Dixon Telegraph, De- 


cember 10, 1853)—The Na-Chu- 
Sa House, .named thus for the » 
designation given by the Ind- 
ians, yean ago, to Mr. John 
Dixon, the founder of our town, 
is now open. It is very hand- 
somely finished and neatly fur- 
nished, and said to be extreme'* 
ly well-kept. The traveling pub- 
lic who have occasion to pass 
through our town, will, we are 
sure,, be gratified at this an- 
nouncement. 


- 
(| 


On the summit of a hill leading 


up from the banks of the Rock 
river and across from the Lee 
county court house stands one of 
Dixon's most notable landmarks— 
the Nachusa hotel. 


Here, for more than a Century, 


travelers have found hospitality 
and comfort and on its registers 
are the names of some of the 
world's most famous people. 
f t 


The articles of incorporation 


granted by Illinois to a company 
for the purpose of building a ho- 
tel are dated 1837. The capital 
authorized was for $20,000. divid- 
ed into shares of 550 each. The 
company included John D.ixon, 
Smith Gilbraith, James P. Dixon, 
L. G. Huff, John Brown, Samuel 
Johnson, 
James 
Evans. 
John 


Atchison, Charles S. Boyd and 
William C. Bostwick. 
f 


' Ran Out of Money 


The foundation xvas begun in 


the same year, but the company 
ran out of money. The building 
which is now the front section of 
the hotel, was erected in 1838. 
Further improvements (as indi- 
cated from The Telegraph's an- 
nouncement printed above) wer« 
made' in 1853 and after the closf 
of the Civil war in 1865. Anothcf > ) 
story and the mansard roof wen ' 
added in 1880 and a new addition 
to the rear was constructed in 
1914 
and 
other 
improvements 


were made in 1936. 


The Nachusa Tavern stood on 


Jhe main Jrail between Galena and 
Peoria and was the most preten- 
tious hostelry west of Chicago In 
the early days. 


The records show that many/, 


famous people have stopped there' ' 
and they Include: 
, Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. 
Srant, Theodore Roosevelt, Wil- 
iam Howard Taft, General Leon- 
ard Wood, Eugene V. Debs, Ste- 
shen A. Douglas, John A. Logan, 
-assius M. Clay, Horace Greeley, 
Will Carlton, Adelina Patti, Em- 
ma Abbott; 


Galll Curci, Helen Keller, El. 


bcrt Hubbard, Schuyler Coif ax,; '> 
Mlly Sunday, James Doolittle, 
fudge Kensaw Landis, Marquis of 
Queensbury, 
Mine. 
Schumann- 


Heink, Jefferson Davis, 
Henry 


iVard Beecher, George Ade, Carter 
Harrison, William J. Bryan, J. 
"Idgar Hoover, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, William "Boss" Tweed 
and many others. 


Various historic documents ot 


ocal interest are among the ho- 
el's treasured relics and many^ 
.re on display in the lobby. 
In the historical novel, "The 


Crisis" by Winston Churchill, the 
Nachusa Tavern is referred to- 
vhen the leading character- seeks 
a conference with Lincoln at the 
amous old hotel. 


REV. E. C. SICKELS 


During the Civil 
War years 


ongregations became divided on 
he question of slavery and states 
ights. It was during this period 
that Dr. Harsha left the pastorate 


the local church to accept a 


all 
to 
one of the 
Chicago 


hurches. 


t 
Held Longeftt Pastorate 


Dr. E. C. Slckels, the second 
astor of the church, was Installed 
une 1, 1853. -His was the longest 
astorate on record. It was dur* 
ng Dr. Slckels pastorate that the 
resent edifice was built, April 
6, 1864, at a cost of $5,000. 
Dr. Slckels' 
active 
ministry 


ame to a. close In 1895 because of 
stroke of paralysis. During the 
2 years of hU ministry, the con- 
rcgation doubled in size, and 


REV. BLISS A CARTWRIGHT 


Dixon grew from a small village 
to a city. 


The third pastor, 
Rev. A. R. 


Bickenbach, was installed Novem- 
ber 21,1895. During his pastorate 
an organization of ladies known 
ar The Candle 
Lighters was 


formed. It was necessary during 
Mr. BIckenbach's ministry to in- 
crease the size of the edifice, and 
the new addition was formerly, 
dedicated January 9. 1898, at a 
cost of $3,500. 


Buys New Organ 


The Rev. Mr. Bickenbach closed 


his ministry in the fall of 1899, 
and the following January a call 
was accepted by Dr. S. S. Cryor. 
Durnig his ministry $5,100 was 
raised for n new organ, and the 
prosent arrangement of sanctuary 
was made at that time. The con- 
gregation voted to use the indi-, 


vidual communion service, and to 
accept 
the rotary 
system 
of 


electing church officers, a year 
prior to the close of Dr. Cryor's 
ministry. 


Ministers who 
followed 
Dr. 


Cryor had very successful pas- 
torates. It was during the min- 
istry of Dr. A. J. Holland in 1916 
that the 
present 
manse 
was 


purchased. 
Before this time it 


was necessary for the minister 
to provide his own home. 


Two organizations were formed 


under the ministry of the Rev. 
Herbert J. Doran, the Women's 
Association (unifying 
all 
the 


women's organizations) and the 
Board of Deacons. 
The local 


Women's Association was the first 
to be formed in the Presbytery 
of Rock River. 


During the present pastorate 


two new organizations have been 
formed, the Mariners Club for the 
young married couples, and the 
Presbyterian Men's Club for all 
men of the church. 


Present pastor is the Rev. B. B. 


Cartwright, who will complete 
lis eighth year at the First Pres- 
byterian church in June. 


Other 
pastors 
serving 
the 


church have included t$e Revs. 


M. Chrlsaman, A. J. Holland, 


J. M. Tidball, D.D., P. H. Case, Ph. 
D. and J. F. Young. 


Organizations are: the Session, 


Board of Trustees, Board of Dea- 
cons, Church school, the Candle 
Lighters, 
Women 
Association, 


.tarlncr's club nnd 
Junior and 


icnlor Westminster Fellowship. 


manufacturers have been fatro- 
luced and encouraged, the towns / 
re growing as if by magic; and J 
he i n h a b i t a n t s accumulating 
vealth. 
Look at Moline, on. the 


Mississippi, near the mouth of our 


k River; built up within the 


ast five years, and now doing an 
immense business 
Look at our 


neighbor Grand Detour; which has 
been made what it is. and is alto- 
gether kept alive by its manu- 
factures. 


"Facilities Are Better" 
f) 


"Our facilities are better than 


those of either of these towns. Our 
water-power is already created, is 
inexhaustible; and only waiting to 
be used; and our railroads soon 
to be completed, will be ready to 
convey our manufacturers in every 
direction 
to every 
desirable 


market. - 


"Whatever our people have here- 


tofore said they would do, they 
have done. Let Us now make one $ 
more effort; and make a long pull, ' 
a strong pull -and, what is most 
important, a pull together, and the 
result will be obtained. 


"Let us repeat, and urge all to 


remember that In our water-power, 
lies the element of wealth." 


COFFINS UNEARTHED 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
April 16, 


1853)—Some workmen engaged in <- 
excavating a cistern for our new ^ 
hotel, on Wednesday last, struck 
upon two coffins. We are Inform- 
ed by Mr. John Dixon, our "oldest 
Inhabitant,", that they contained 
the remains of two soldiers, who 
were buried in 1832, during the 
Black Hawk War..One of them 
was in the regular army; the other 


volunteer by the name of Shaw, 


who resided somewhere 
in th« 


neighborhood or Quincy. 
», 
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A Hostelry 


Famous for Its Hospitality for 


Over a Century 


•Hl-i 
1 


With 113 years of housing travelers and resident guests behind it, Dixon's Nachusa Hotel, shown above, 
is one of the historic landmarks of the Middle West. Built in 1837, the hotel was remodeled in 1867 when 
the fourth story and mansard roof were added and again in 1915 when the annex, at left, was added. 
The iron railing on the porch was added in later years. Known for its fine hospitality and excellent food, 
the Nachusa has attracted people from far and wide and has provided housing for many famous people 
from all walks of life and on its registers are the names of some of the world's most famous. Under the 
capable management of Mr. G. E. McDonald, many new features and changesjiave been made iii recent 
years and only last fall our dining room was completely remodeled into one of the most attractive dm- 
ing spots in this area, serving excellent foods prepared in a tasteful manner amidst refined atmosphere. 
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Blazing Trails to Belter Living 


The frontiersmen of Ogle County, Illinois, were quick 


to recognize the skill of the brawny young blacksmith 
from back East; however, few folks dared hope that his 
new plow would really tame the wild prairie. 


But John Deere didn't lose faith in his great idea. 


Through weeks and months marked by disappointment 
and failure, his heavy hammer beat out a hymn of hope 
for the disheartened frontier farmers. He turned a deaf 
ear to the jibes and jeers of shorter-sighted men . . . 
dressed his dream in steel, iron, and oak ... to unlock 
the agricultural wealth of the West with a steel flow that 
would scour in the newly-broken prairie soil. 


John Deere's "Self-Polisher" soon became famous 


throughout the frontier. The demand for steel plows taxed 
the capacity of his small shop—encouraged him to move 


his-plant to Moline, Illinois, where better manufacturing 
and transportation facilities promised more plows for 


more people. 


Since 1837, John Deere has grown from a one-man 


blacksmith shop to sixteen big, modern factories and a 
sales and service organization encircling the globe. But 
neither the passing years nor mechanization and mass pro- 
duction have dulled this Company's pioneer spirit. 


The creation of new implements ... the refinement of 


existing machines ... the search for ways to make farm- 
ing easier, more productive, and more profitable never 
cease. Today, research, design, and development are full- 
time jobs for hundreds of men vat John Deere-modern 
pioneers who are blazing trails to better living for 
people everywhere. 


J O H N D E E R E 


M O L I N E 
I L L ' I N O I S 


lEWSFAPESr 
NEWSPAPER! 


Centennial EBtio* 
tf.***«»*» 
ISSt-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
fr*«»**tf« 


VISIT YOUR FRIENDLY JOHN DEERE DEALER AND SEE THE DISPLAY OF THIS 


1944 
MODERN FARM EQUIPMENT at 
1951 


S. W. NAYLOR CO. 


EAST RIVER ROAD 


I 


1*1 


SALES and SERVICE 
DIAL 4-8481 - DIXON 


THE FAMOUS 


JOHN DEERE 


TRACTOR 


FOUR GREAT MODELS! 


A SIZE TO FIT YOUR NEEDS! 


WITH A JOHN DEERE TRACTOR•-• 


YOU FARM EASIER • • - AT LOWER COST 


. - - YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY. PROFITS! 


QUALITY COMES FIRST! 


ALL JOHN DEERE MACHINERY IS 
DESIGNED TO LAST LONG---AND TO 
SERVE WELL — QUALITY CONSTRUC- 
TION IS AN IMPORTANT 
FACTOR! 


If It's Good Farm Machinery You Want — 


WE'D LIKE TO SERVE YOU! 


QUALITY FARM 


EQUIPMENT^ 


mramuw 
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Enterprising staff above turned out both a daily and weekly Telegraph in 1880s and 
SrXen Editor B. F. Shaw (to right at rear) suddenly responded to increasing de- 
ntanfi of the growing Dixon area in 1883 by publishing The Evening Telegraph in ad- 
dition to the weekly Telegraph, which was later discontinued. 


Dixon's First- 
[(Continued from page 3, Sec. A) 


here on May 1, 1851. Charles R. 
Fisk issued the first edition of this 
newspaper. 


Uncertain Business 


The newspaper must have been 


uncertain and hazardous, for there 
were many and frequent changes 
In the names on the 
masthead 


which proclaimed the owners and 


^ co-owners. Editor Fisk was a re- 


tired Presbyterian minister, who 
also had a flair for dentistry. He 
named the paper The Dixon Tele- 
graph, because the electric tele- 
graph wires that were to serve the 
paper with its outside news had 
Just been strung through the coun- 
ty, and he added Lee County Her- 
ald to the name to justify taking 
In more territory, a rather cum- 
bersome title for the Infant indus- 
try, and one that was simplified 


soon by the late B. F. Shaw when 
he took over the editor's desk. 


Very incomplete files of the pa- 


per show that there have been a 
large number of people, mostly 
Dixonites. who at one time or an- 
other, were associated with the 
management of the paper with Mr. 
Shaw. Mr. Fisk lasted only from 
May 1 to October 15 of that same 
year and in rapid succession, often 
only weeks apart, the following 
were connected with the manage- 
ment of the paper: J. F. Hopper. 
M. P. Bull, J. V. Eustace, S. M. 
Beckwith, I. S. Boardman, J. R. S. 
Bond, S. G. Patrick, A. C. Bard- 
well, W. H. Boardman, and possi- 
bly several others. There are sev- 
eral years where the files of the 
paper are entirely missing. 


Many Papers Started—Failed 
The late B. F. Shaw and his suc- 


cessors have seen close to a score 
of rival newspapers start publica- 


tion in Dixon but none of them 
were able to gain sufficient pub- 
lic support to permit them to 
carry on. 


Among those of record we find 


the following names, 
with 
the 


.dates of their founding: 


May 1, 1851—Dixon Telegraph. 
Oct. 26, 1854—Dixon Transcript. 
Jan. 15,1855—Dixon Republican. 
July 27, 1855—Daily Whisper. 
July 24, 1858—Dixon Monitor. 
Nov. 24,1858—Dixon Advertiser. 
Feb. 14, 1868—Dixon Herald, 
July 9,'1868—Lee Co. Democrat. 
Jan., 1871—Rock River Farmer 


(monthly). 


Jan. 6, 1872—Dixon Sun. 
Year 1889—Dixon Star. 
Year 1908—Dixon Citizen. 
Dec. 28, 1909—Daily News. 
Mch. 12, 1914—Daily Leader. 
The Daily Leader, which tried 


out both the morning and the eve- 
ning field and imported many and 


talented operator*, closed with its 
last issue on March 8, 1019, after 
losing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars invested by a stock com- 
pany and individuals, and since 
that time The Evening Telegraph 
has had the field alone. 


Fifth Generation Coming Up 
Including the original Editor B. 


F. 
Shaw, four generations of 


Shaws have been or are now oc- 
cupied in carrying on the program 
started back in 1851 and a fifth 
generation is coming along and 
will soon be able to help in the 
business. 


Eustace E. Shaw, the only son 


of B. F. Shaw who stayed in the 
newspaper business, died in 1902, 
but his widow Immediately went 
to work in the newspaper office 
and.under the tutelage of B. F. 
Shaw she was able to assume the 
management when her father-in- 
law died in 1909. 


Her oldest son. George B. Shaw, 


was then 19 years of age and took 
over the editorial desk when his 
grandfather died and has been edi- 
tor of The Telegraph since that 
time, 42 years. 
\ 


The other grandsons, Benjamin 


T. Shaw and Robert E. Shaw, 
came into the business when they 
completed their schooling and at 
present Ben T. Shaw is manager 
of national advertising and Rob- 
ert E. Shaw is general manager. 


A son of Ben T. Shaw and a son- 


in-law, Douglas Shaw and Harold 
Green, have the management of 
the Dixon Publishing company, 
and Eustace K. Shaw, son of Rob- 
ert E. Shaw, is employed on the 
Newton Daily News. Both Robert 
Shaw and Ben Shaw have grand- 
sons growing up, so there should 
be enough Shaws to take care of 
the next hundred years now start- 
ing. 


Arnold V. Lund, who has been 


with the B. F. Shaw Printing com- 
pany for 14 years, is business man- 
ager for all the Shaw publica- 
tions. 


Mrs. Mabel S. Shaw, the active 


head of the entire organization, is 
president of the B. F. Shaw Print- 
ing Co., and publisher of The 
Dixon Evening Telegraph. 
Her 


energy, 
foresight 
and business 


ability and wonderful character 
have been the motive power that 
has 
been 
responsible ^for 
the 


growth and progress of the busi- 
ness. 


Compositor 


JAMES C. MEAD 


A compositor on The 
Tele- 


graph's first issue was James C. 
Mead, then 20, who learned the 
printer's trade in Naperville. He 
was born in Monroe County, N. 
Y., in 1831, and died in Dixon, 
Sept 18, 1894. He was associated 
with newspapers all his life. 


RUNAWAY HORSE KILLED 
(Dixon Telegraph, Jan.20,1855) 


—Messrs. Porter & Mallett had a 
horse killed by running 
away 


from fright of a locomotive, on 
Tuesday last 


FIRE COMPANY 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 6,1855 


—A meeting will be held this eve 
nir.g at Dana and Soule's office 
for the purpose of organizing 
Fire Company. Will our citizen 
turn out? 


BEST OF THE SEASON 


'(Dixon Telegraph, February 26 


1853)—The ball, of last Tuesda 
was, as we predicted, the best o 
the season; the room was we 
lighted; the music more than ex 
cellent; the supper in the usua 
good style; and the company ir 
the best possible humor. 


SWIMMER DROWNS 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, . June 19, 


852)—Alvln Fairfield, a young 
man about 23 years of age, was 


rowned while swimming in the 
.ver opposite this place, on the 
5th inst We understand that he 
ad no relatives in this vicinity; 


and was recently from some part 
f Ohio, were they reside. His body 
was found about fourteen miles be- 
ow. 


JOURNALISM IN 1851 


Among the headlines of the day 


were these: "Awful Depravity", 


A Drunkard on Fire", "Death by 
Supposed Malpractice", "Cannot 
Something .Be Done?", "Horrid 
Affair", 
"Bad Luck", 
"Conse- 


quences of Frightening Children", 
•Why Don't He Do It?" "Dastard- 
y Murder" and "Appalling Surgi- 
cal Operation". 


DOUGLAS, DODGE SPEAK 
(Dixon Telegraph! Oct. 2, 1852) 


—Senators Douglas and Dodge 
addressed a Crowded meeting at 
the Court House in this place on 
Thursday night. 
, 


RIVAL NEWSPAPER PLANNED 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Sept 14, 


1854)—Mr. Charles C. Allen, talks 
of starting a democratic paper 
here, we are told, of the Old-Line 
school. 
We dare not say that 


Dixon will not support another 
editor, for fear that we shall be 
called an old Fogy.... 


BEEF 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 28,1851) 


—BEEF will be found at the Dix- 
on meat market, mornings anc 
evenings for those %vho wish to 
buy cheap for cash. 


NEW GROCERY 


(From Telegraph, July 16. 1853! 


—A new grocery opened opposit 
the Dixon House on this date am 
among the advertised items wer 
these: Wash tubs, wash board 
rice, fish, pails, nuts, oranges 
dried apples. 


STttL FLUSH WITH CASH 
(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 20,1855) 


—Mr. E. B. Stiles, of our town, 
was loser of nearly eleven thou- 
and dollars in the late failure 
f 'Woodworth & Sheldon. 
He 


appears in good spirits and still 
flush with cash. 


"FRET NOT THY GIZZARD" 
(Dixon .Telegraph, Feb; 17,1855) 


—(This issue the Telegraph ran 
out of ordinary paper, but issued 
a smaller "supplement" free, with 
the 
slogan 
under 
masthead, 


'Smaller by Degrees, and beau- 
tifully less," but "Fret Not Thy 
Glzard.") 


NOTE FROM EDITOR 


(Dixon Telegraph, August 27, 


1851)—Bring us a load of good 
hickory wood as soon as possible. 
Editor. 


Type-Setter 


HENRY K. STRONG 


Having learned to set type on 


his father's newspaper in Pitts- 
field, Warren County, Pa., Henry 
K. Strong was an asset .to the 
first issue of The Dixon Telegraph. 
He was 23 when employed on the 
newspaper. He. died 
in Dixon, 


December, 1898. 


'Printer's Devil' 


JOHN H.' MOORE 


"Printer's Devil" for the first 


issue of the Dixon Telegraph was 
John H. Moore, who remained 
with The Telegraph until 1869 
and who was associated with the 
newspaper business in Dixon all 
his life. 


Born in London, England, in 


1S35, Mr. Moore came to the Unit- 
ed States in 1845, and to Dixon 
with his father in 1847. He was 
editor of The Dixon Sun for many 
years. 
He 
married 
Miss 
Ida 


Whitmore in 1868. 


PROOFREADING ERROR 


(Dixon Telegraph, Sept 25,1852) 


—Through oversight the. fourth 
page of this week's paper was 
printed without having the proof 
read, and is consequently full of 
blunders. Particularly in that story 
about Job, where the word plumber 
is, throughout, transformed into 
"plunder." 


FIVE-CENT REWARD 


"(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
April 
21, 


1855)—Five cents reward is of- 
fered for the young man that can 
travel one square of Main street 
without whistling Pop-goes-the- 
weasel. 


The First Presbyterian church of Dixon will look like the 
tions, scheduled to start this spring, are completed. Or- 


architect's drawing above, when remodeling and addi- 
ganizcd in 1853, the Presbyterians built their first church 


in 1856, and the present building in 1864 • . 


.MASONIC TEMPLE, DIXON, ILLINOIS 


" 
• 
I Sat in Lodge with You! 


fjTHERE is a saying filled witli clieer, 
>K 
Which calls a man to fellowship. 


It means as much for him to hear 


As lies within the brother-grip. 


Nay, more! It opens wide the way 


To friendliness sincere and true; 


There are no strangers when you say 


To me: "I sat in lodge with you." 


HEN that is said, then I am known; 


There is ho questioning or doubt; 


I need not walk my path alone 


Nor from my fellows be shut out.. 


Those words hold all of brotherhood 


And help me face the world aiiew- 


There's something deep and rich and good 


In this: "I sat in lodge with you." 


« 


HOUGH in far lands one needs must roam, 


By sea and shore and hill and plain, 


Those words bring him a touch of home 


And lighten tasks that seem in vahii 
~ 


Men's faces are no longer strange, 


But seem as those he always knew 


When someone brings the joyous change 


With his: "I sat in lodge with you." 


O YOU, my brother, now and then 


Have often put me in your debt 


By showing forth to other men 


That you your friends do not forget. 


When all the world seems gray and cold 


And I am weary, worn and blue, 


Then comes this golden thought I hold— 


You said: "I sat in lodge with you." 


'HEN to the last great Lodge you fare 


My prayer is that I may be 


One of your friends who wait you there, 


. Intent your smiling face to see. 


We, with the warder at the gate, 


Will have a pleasant task to do; 


We'll call, though you come soon or late: 


"Come in! We sat in lodge with you!" 


—By. WILBUR D. NESBIT 
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1854... 'Hanging Follows Douglas Talk 


FRIENDSHIP LODGE, FOURTH OLDEST MASONIC 
ORDER IN STATE, HOLDS GRAND FESTIVAL 


i! 


When members of Friendship 


Lodge No. 7, A.F. & A. M., held 
a grand festival June 23, 1854, 
they xvere already, the oldest fra- 


n. ternal organization in Dixon and 
• had passed their eleventh birth- 


day. 


On Oct. 6, 1951, Friendship 


Lodge will celebrate its 110th 
anniversary as an Illinois Lodge 
of Masons, having passed itff 110th 
year of operation Nov. 6, 1950. 


Today Friendship's ' 475 mem- 


bers belong to Illinois' 
fourth 


oldest lodge; The lodge celebrated 
its centennial Oct. 6, 1941. 


A history prepared 
for 
the 
• centennial celebration indicated 


that nine Masonic Brethren at- 
tended a meeting of Ancient York 
Masons in the Phoenix "hotel in 
Dixon Nov. 6, 1840, a short ten 
years after Dixon's first settler 
arrived. 


Dispensation in 1840 


A dispensation had been grant- 


ed from the Grand Lodge of Ken- 
tucky and authorized the" lodge 
to work 
under 
the 
name of 
$ "Friendship." 


The first petition for degrees 


was received from William" Wil- 
kinson Feb. 4, 1841, with each 
brother instructed to furnish him- 
self with a "neat, white cambric 
apron," and 
12 aprons 
were 


bought 
for 
visiting 
brothers. 


Articles of lodge furniture ordered 
made and which were constructed 
by John Dixon for $28.87, were: 
"three 
wood candlesticks, 
one 


(J wood mallet,' one wood altar, one 


square 
and 
level, 
two 
wood 


columns and four rods." 


A committee was named to 


1 
petition 
the 
newly 
organized 


Grand Lodge of Illinois for 
a 


charter at a special meeting Aug. 
29, 1841, and the charter was 
issued as of Oct 6, 1841, under 


; 
the name of Friendship Lodge 
NO. 8. 


Lodge Number Changed 


»k 
The lodge number was changed 


f 
to Friendship No. 7 afterward, 


i 
according to a story handed down. 


[ 
when It was revealed that the 


[ 
number 7 had been given to the 


; 
Decatur lodge by mistake. The 


" 
messenger 
who 
brought 
the 


i 
charters for both towns on horse- 


• 
back had delivered- the Decatur 


j 
charter first and next the Dixon 


; "charter, but the Friendship Lodge 
' 
accepted its charter and acknowl- 


k edged acceptance several hours 


in advance of the Decatur group. 


'• 
The Dixon lodge -became fourth 


i 
oldest in the state after three 


J 
before it became extinct. 


7 
In 1844, the lodge appears to 
! 
have encountered the effects of 


• 
the financial depression of 
the 


• 
period and members voted to omit 
\ 
observance of St. John's Day be- 


1 
cause of the expense, 
although 


• 
on this day the lodge had always 


s 
celebrated with speakers, parades 


\f 
and dinners attended by Masonic 


i 
Brethren from other parts of the 


. 
then thinly settled country. Dues. 


PRESENT MASONIC TEMPLE WAS GIFT OF W. B. BKINTON 


TEMPLE AS ALEXANDER RESIDENCE, 1860 


originally ten cents 
Afterward went 
to 


a meeting, 
12',4 cents. 


Iropping back to 10 cents in 1848 
tnd jumping to 25 cents in 1855. 


Pay Grand Lodge Fees . 


Each member paid his own 


annual 50-cent Grand Lodge fee. 


In 1848 a fine of 25 cents was 


ordered for those who failed to 
attend regular meetings, but in 
1849 it was deemed expedient to 
"forgive all dues in arrears, and 
that all Brethren who have been 
suspended for nonpayment of dues 


be, and are. hereby reinstated." 


The earlier meetings of the 


lodge were held in the "upper 
room." of the Phoenix hotel, and 
the lodge was later housed in the 
Dixon hotel, on the south side of 
First street, in the courthouse, in 
rooms over the Alexander and 
Howell hardware store, as joint 
tenants with the Odd Fellows in 
their 
hall 
and in the A. T. 


Murphy building. 


Erect Own Building 


The Masons were tenants 


years on the third floor of 


for 
the 


Cholera 
Epidemic in 
'54 Kills 18 


A Cholera epidemic, described as 


"death in Its most frightful form" 
swept through Dixon in the sum- 
mer of 1854. 
On July 27, The 


Telegraph reported that within 
the space of 24 hours, 18 persons 
had died. 


"Sunday, the twenty-third day 


of July, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four," The Telegraph said, 
"will long be remembered by the 
citizens of Dixon." 


There had been a few deaths 


from cholera previous to this, but 
it appeared as an 
epidemic in 


July. On Saturday, the 22nd, the 
epidemic'broke-out in full force 
and during that night large num- 
bers of the inhabitants left town 
to go into the country. The next 
day 14 persons were dead. Of 
that frightful day. It wag re- 
ported: "Not a sound on that 
mournful Sabbath day, save tfiat 
made by the undertaker's ham- 
mer, disturbing the quiet of the 
death-like village." 


Almost as rapidly as the epi- 


demic .began, it subsided. 
The 


newspaper attempted to calm,the 
panic caused among the citizens 
by reporting 
that 
"it 
is an 


erroneous report that all cases 
have proved fatal. 
Many who 


were severely attacked, have re- 
covered." 


WATER-POWER TO BE USED 


(Dixon Telegraph, March 30, 


1854)—We are informed that Col. 
John Dement is about erecting in 
this place, .two buildings, to be 
each fifty by eighty feet in nice, 
and four stories high; in which 
water-power is to be introduced, 


Ebinger building on the northeast 
corner-of First street and Galena 
avenue, and in 1897, they erected 
their own building at the Corner 
of First 
and 
Peoria 
avenue, 


dedicating it Feb. 25. 1897, where 
they stayed until 1927, when the 
building was sold. 


The present lodge quarters, a 


gift of the William B. Brinton 
residence, was enlarged for the 
fraternity and the lodge room 
dedicated Dec. 30, 1927, with Most 
Worshipful 
Brother 
Louis L. 


Emerson, Grand Master, and latei; 
governor of: Illinois, In charge. 


Because Friendship lodge was 


the first Masonic lodge in this part 
of the state. Masons in 
other 


communities had to 
secure" a 


waiver and endorsement by the 
lodge before beginning lodges of 
their own. Early applications in- 


cluded .Grand 
Detour, Oregon, 


Fulton and Sterling. 


Membership Vacillates 


Membership 
varied, 
reaching 


666 in the 1920s, and reflected to 
a considerable degree the financial 
conditions of the community and 
the country at large, since fra- 
ternal 'organizations appear to 
be among the first to suffer from 
financial depressions. 


Many 
members 
dhd former 


memfcers of Friendship lodge are 
entitled to special mention, and 
those who have attained special 
Masonic honors outside the lodge, 
include: 


Most Worshipful Brother George 


H. Thummcl, who was made 
Master Mason in this lodge 
1859, later 
moving to Grand 


Island, Nebraska, where he was 
instrumental 
in 
organizing 
a 


Masonic lodge. 
He was Grand 


Master of Nebraska in 1876 and 
was active 
in 
organizing 
the 


Masonic home at Portsmouth and 
the home for children at Fremont. 


Most Worshipful Brother James 


A. Hawley, 33°, was Master of 
Friendship lodge 
many 
years, 


Grand High Priest in 1871, Grand 
Master in 1872 and 1873 and 
Grand Commander of 
Knights 


Templar in 1873. 


Right Worshipful Brother Glen 


F. Coe, 33°, was Master of thi 


Reaction to Speech 
By Famed Orator 
Displeases Editor 


Although not in political agree- 


ment with Judge 
Stephen A. 


Douglas, Editor B. F. Shaw, "In 
the name of Liberty", published an 
advance notice of the speech by 
this famous candidate in 1854. 


When others, also in political 


disagreement with Douglas, dis- 
played more 
violent 
reactions, 


Editor Shaw chidcd the citizens 
for their conduct. 


On September 14, The Tele- 


graph" carried the following notice: 


"Judge Stephen A. Douglas will 


address the people of Illinois at 
the following times and places: 
Dixon, Tuesday, Sept. 16. We were 
requested to publish the above 
notice, which we could not of 
course refuse. 
None of the Chi- 


cago papers, except Mr. Douglas' 
organ, will publish his announce- 
ments. Those who wish to hear 
him, go and hear; but do not dis- 
turb or interrupt any of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting. We arc 
confident, though, that he 
will 


have 
no 
difficulty 
here. The 


privilege of speech is one on which 
rests the fundamental principles 
of our government; and In the 
name of Liberty we shall always 
say let it be preserved." 


Editor Shaw's reactions to the 


public demonstrations which fol- 
lowed Douglas' speech, were car- 
ried in The Telegraph dated Sep- 
tember 21 when he wrote: 


odge in 1917, Grand Lecturer and 
Irand Commander of 
Knights 


Templar in 1926. 


The following members have 


been created 
Grand 
Lecturers: 


Jlen F. Coe, W. W. Trautman, 
;harles W. Swim, O. W. Dodd and 
the late Harry W. Stauffer and 


C. Rorick. Right Worshipful 


Brother Charles 
W. 
Swim 
is 


present District 
Deputy 
Grand 


Master and W. W. Trautman is 
Junior Past District Deputy. 


Gather Each Spring 


Every spring Friendship Lodge 


members gather for a feast and 
degree work In honor of the Past 
Masters of the lodge. Surviving 
Past Masters usually participate 
in the degree work and suitable 
commemorative services are held 
for deceased Masters. 


Present officers elected June 8, 


1950, are Worshipful Master, Ed- 
gar F. Deets; 
Senior 
Warden, 


George A. Stiles; Junior Warden, 
George L. Kauffman; Treasurer, 
Albert H. Forger; and Secretary, 
Lucius H. Thomson. 


Installation ceremonies June 22, 


1950, also included the following 
appointive officers: Chaplain, Roy 
K. Zickuhr; Senior Deacon, Earl 
F. Slagle, Jr.; Junior 
Deacon, 


Henry Delattre; Senior Steward, 
Ivan T. Wallace; Junior Steward, 


"Whoever 


hanging of 


had a hand in the 
that 
effigy 
most 


emphatically disgraced themselves 
and our town. That is a most 
cowardly, .contemptible way of 
expressing your indignation; and 
renders no good, for you do no 
injury to the ones you intend to— 
but on the other hand you raise 
a sympathy in their favor. When 
a public man docs a public act 
which wrongs you—answer it in 
a bold, fearless public manner. 
The hanging of Mr, Douglas in 
effigy was the 
only 


shown him here." 


disrespect 


"Iron Monster" 


RAIL JOURNEY FROM CHICAGO 
TO DIXON TAKES TEN HOURS 


Today—1951—if you were to leave Dixon on "The City 


of Denver" at 7:51 a. m. you could expect to arrive at the Chi- 
cago and North Western station in Chicago at 9:35 a.m. 


In 1854 the same trip required considerable more time— 


as much as ten hours, even more, with unfavorable condi- 
tions. 


Reporting on the progress of the 


Dixon Air Line in spring, 1854, 
The Telegraph told its readers: 


"It would astonish you who 


never leave the dusty streets of 
your respective places of business, 
to see the amount of work they 
have done on this road, particular? 
ly east of here, between this and 
Franklin Grove. What hills of dirt 
they have dug down and piled up: 
go and see the fine bridges and 
culverts they are building. Then 
set yourself down to ruminate— 


wonder lf.it can be possible that 
they 
are 
building 


through that which, 


a 
railroad 


but a few 


years since, was a wild uninhabited 
prairie. 


"Passengers now leave Chicago, 


by this route, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, and arrive In Dixon 
by six- o'clock in the evening. And 
soon, that is, but a few months, 
Chicago will be but three or four 
hours ride from us. 


"Lot 'Er Flicker!" 


"Won't it be nice—take tea'with 


your friends here, smoke a cigar, 
get on the cars, tell the engineer 
to let 'er flicker, get in Chicago in 
time for the theatre—and back to 
Dixon in time for business the next 
morning. Yes, you will have to 
keep your eyes open, or you will be 
struck dumb by the unearthly: 
scream and mighty tread of th« 
iron horse. 


"Were we to close without say- 


ing something concerning the rapid 
strides which the Illinois Central 
has been making toward comple- 
tion, we would be wholly void of 
justice. This company la shoving 
its work ahead with a rapidity 
worthy of a railroad enterprise. At 
this place they have had some of 
the heaviest grading to do, of any 
In Illinois, but they are surmount- 
ing all difficulties. They are com- 
pletely walling in our town on th« 
West and North. Surely if ralk 
roads do a town any .good, Dtxof 
will be some." 


Neil Howell; 
Callow; 
and 


Marshal, 


Tyler, 


Marvin 
Herman 


Schick. , 


Proud of History 


Members of 
Friendship 
lodge 


arc proud of their lodge's history 
and feel it has contributed its 
share to the advancement and im- 
provement of Dixon. Some 1600 
men have received degrees from 
the lodge and signed its rolls. 
Many have done • credit to the 
lodge 
after leaving Dixon by 


receiving honors and those who 
remain endeavor to help make the 
world a better, friendlier place. 


Credit 
goes 
to 
Worshipful 


Brother Harry W. Thomson and 
the late Brothers James B. Len- 
non and D. W. McK.enney for the 
lodge history preparation. 


Early Catholic Services Held in Courthouse; 
St. Patrick's Parish Organized Here in 1854 


Early Hotel 


WASHINGTON HOUSE, COMPLETED OCT. 1,1854 


IS NOW BLACKHAWK HOTEL 


for manufacture 
purposes. 


and mechanical 


Buildings Rise With 
.Thermometer in 1854 


Buildings were actually going 


up by sweat of the brow in Dixon 
in 1854, and even the editor of 
The Telegraph was affected. 


In September of that year he 


wanted to know "how in the name 
of common sense" can progress 
be made in sweltering heat? 


The report, printed September 


7, carries the following account 
of the rise of buildings along with 
the thermometer: 


"So rapid is the 
march 
of 


progress in our town that we are 
hardly able to keep our readers 
advised Of all the improvements 
that are going on in our midst. 
There are the buildings on Water 
Street—brick, three stories, Col 


Cement's foundry and machine 
shops, the race and mason work 
of which is in course 
of com- 


pletion; all these to 
be looked 


after—kept account of; and how 
in the name of common sense are 
we to do it when the thermometer 
still insists on ranging away up 
in the nineties—nor will that 
suffice, for it very1 often runs to 
a hundred and two or three—at 
night it is not much better; but 
editors, — well, the devil cries for 
copy, readers want the news — 
But to the subject. 


Three Fine Churches, 


"There are now in course of 


construction, in our town, three 
fine churches, 
Methodist Epis- 


copal,, Komnn Catholic and Ey. 
Lutheran. All to be large, com- 
modious nnd neatly finished. The 
latter of brick (except the base- 


ment, which is of stone, and suit- 
able for a school 
eleven 
feet 
by 


room; 
being 


fifty-six; 
the 


preaching room is seventeen from 
the floor to ceiling, with an end 
gallery.) 
Of the others we have 


not, as yet, had any description." 


WHEAT PRICES 


(Dixon Telegraph, February 2, 


1854)—Wheat sold last week, in 
New York, for two dollars and 
fifty cents; and corn for one dollar 
and ten cents per bushel. Good 
news for Illinois farmers. 


DIXON AND FULTON 


RAILROAD 


(Dixon Telegraph, March 


1854)- 
Dixon 


30, 


-Twenty-one miles of the 
and Fulton Railroad are 


now ready for the laying of the 
track which is to be commenced 
in a few weeks. 


REV. MICHAEL FOLEV 


The 25 Catholic families who 


had been added to Dixon's popu- 
lation by 1854, when St. Patrick's 
parish was organized, have in- 
creased until today membership of 
the City's oldest Catholic church 
has swelled to 700 families. 


Before 1854. the Rev. Mark An- 


thony came occasionally from La- 
Salle to celebrate the Holy Sac- 
raments of the Mass for the few 
Catholics in and 
about 
Dixon 


and to administer to them the 
Sacraments. He said Mass in pri- 
vate homes, sometimes in the lit- 
tle town, at other times in the 
country. 


St Patrick's parish was organ- 


ized in 1854 when the Rev. James 
Fitzgerald was sent to Dixon by 
the Rt. Rev. Anthony O'Regan, 
D. D., Bishop of Chicago, and 
services were held in the court- 
house until the first frame church 
was built on Highland avenue be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth. streets. 


Frame Church Built 


The frame church was built by 


the Rev T. Kennedy, who suc- 
ceeded Rev. Fitzgerald in July, 
1856. and who 
remained until 


April, 1859. 
During the 
same 


month the Rev. John Tierncy ar- 
rived, probably as assistant to 
the Rev. Michael Ford, who came 
as pastor this month. Rev. Tier- 
ney died in 1860 and Rev. Ford 
died in 1862. 
Other pastors In- 


cluded the Rev. James 
Powers 


and the Rev. Louis Lightner, D. 
D., who was pastor in the sum- 
mer of 1869 when the foundation 
of the present brick church was 
laid. 


The Rev. J. W. Kennedy served 


a year and the Rev.. Michael Mc- 
Dcrmott arrived in May, 1870, and 
was pastor when Bishop Foley 
laid the church cornerstone Junj 
23, 1872, and when the church 
was completed. A school was es- 
tablished in the old frame church 
and was taught by the Dominican 
Sisters from SInslnawa, Wiscon- 
sin. 


Church Bums, Rebuilt 


The Rev. Thomas Hodnctt fol- 


lowed in 1875, succeeded by the 
Rev. Eugene Gray in May, 1882. 
During his time the church was 
burned, but was immediately re- 
built 
In June, 1892, the Rev. 


Michael Foley was sent to Dix- 
on by Archbishop Fechan to take 
charge of the parish with it* out- 


REV. THOMAS GREEN 


missions, Harmon and Ashton. ' 


During Father Folcy's 
time, 


the site of the present school was 
bought from the old Schuler es- 
tate, the home remodeled and the 
school opened In September, • 1897. 
Later four lots were sold. 


During his time, also the church 


and oil paintings were restored 
and a new organ purchased In 
1925. A new rectory was start- 
ed in 1929 and Father Foley died 
September, 1929. 


' Serves 20 Years 


He was succeeded by the Rev. 
(Continued on page 14, Sec. A) 
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GROVER W. GEHANT 


County Judge 


STERLING D. SCHROCK 


County Clerk 


DENNIS J. COLLINS 


State Senator 


CHAS. H. REDEBAUGH 


Sheriff 


G. P. FINCH 


County Treasurer 
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LEE COUNTS COURT HOUSE BUILT IN 1900 


AN OBLIGATION 


TO THE 


LEE COUNTY CITIZENS 


AND HOW IT IS MET BY YOUR 


LEE COUNTY OFFICIALS 


THE LIFE OF EVERY AMERICAN has to be based along certain fundamental things . .". otherwise the 
welfare of his family and business wpuld literally go smash. 
^ 


He must enjoy good health for himself and those under his roof, because it is only well people who can 
live in complete happiness. 
He must have available the right educational facilities for his children, so that they may take advantage 
of the opportunities-presented under a free and democratic system of society. 
To carry on his business affairs and his friendly contact with others, ne must have highways and sec- 
ondary roads that offer him quick and safe transportation to and from cities and rural-communities. 
He must have such law enforcement as will protect him from criminals and make the area in which he 
lives safe for himself and his family. He must feel that flagrant violations of the law will be P«>»Ptly 
dealt with and at the same time that people accused of wrong doing will be fairly and impartially heard 
and that if they are imprisoned they will be treated humanely. 
These things are the essentials of a community; they come first over every other problem. 
Early in history it became evident that the people of any country must select from their list of citizens a 
body of men with experience in business and management to act for them in bringing about these condi- 
tions. Such men are given the honor of serving their fellow neighbors in county management. 
They 


spend a major portion of their time away from their personal affairs to conduct the business of the county; 
their reward, if any, must come in the knowledge that they have been of use in providing good and eco- 
nomical government. 
' 
, 


The chief objective of the Lee County officials is to handle county governmental business at the least cost. 
With economy and the elimination of waste. Lee County has been able to make progress with one of 
the lowest tax rates in the nation, when the amount of work to be done is considered. 
A continuation of the general policy of doing a big job, the best we know how at the least expense of the 
taxpayers' money, is our chief objective, and to these ends we pledge our best efforts. 


1839-1951 


MOREY C. PIRES 
Staff's Attorney 


ROBERT F. PRESTON 


County Coroner 


GEORGE C. DIXON 


Circuit Judge 


JOHN O. SHAULIS, Jr. 


Circuit Clerk 
and Recorder 


GEORGE S. BRYDIA 
State Representative 


C* 


, 
CHARLES K. WILLETT 
State Representative 


iNEWSPA'PERr 


JOHN A. TOR JENS 


County Superintendent 


of Schools 
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1855... Stvl 
Ankles 


St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Dedicated $4,000 Edifice September, 1855 


When members of St. Paul's 


Evangelical Lutheran congregation 
dedicated their unpretentious little 
brick' structure on September 31, 
1855,, at' a cost of $4,000, they 
hardly expected that one day the 
church would be planning a place 
of worship to cost a quarter of a 
million dollars. 
:. 
With an anticipated $165,000 to 


$175,000 in cash 
and 
pledges, 


,' members expect to see construc- 
, tion 'begin this spring 
on 
its 


,• Gothic structure of Lannon stone, 
f'with' completion 
expected 
by 


' spring or summer of 1952 at the 


new ; church site at Fifth street 


: and Peoria avenue. 


L 
' Centennial in 1948 


,' 
In October, 1948, a month- long 
' observance of the church's cen- 
\ tennial was held by the congrega- 
5 tion .after plans for their new 
• building began in 1945. 
I 
The history of this famous Dix- 


•' -<|n church began August 20, 1948, 
\ when 16 persons gathered for wor- 
•: ship in a barn belonging to John 
' N.' Burket east of Dixon, under 
', the Rev. Jacob N. Burket, and or- 
? ganized the First Evangelical Lu- 
', theran congregation of Lee county. 
;' 
A resolution November 22, 1853, 


t changed the name of the congre- 
• gation to 
St. Paul's Lutheran 


f Church of Lee County and State 
, of Illinois. 
The parsonage was 


';Completed a year,after the first 
\ Dullding was finished in 1855, and 
" by 1861 membership was 152. 


L 
-'Required New Building 


1 
The increasing numbers of the 


congregation after the Civil War 
; required a new building and in 
\ 1868 the present structure was 
5 erected at a cost of $14,664, and 
I was dedicated February 14, 1869, 
r; 
After having separated in 1853 


{ the English and German congre- 
gations reunited in 1870 and al 


*> "the turn of the century the church' 


•" celebrated its golden jubilee with 


1 renovations costing $7,000. 


< 
In this year, 1898, there were 


' 492 members and the church 
• helped sponsor a revival meeting 
' under Billy 
Sunday, the 
fiery 


( evangelist, when 172 new mem 
• bers were brought into the church 
: 
, Pipe Organ Dedicated 


In 1905 the first teacher-train 


1 Crig class was graduated and th 
1 Young Ladies Missionary societj 


', organized. 
Church repairs 
wer 


'. again made in-1907 and a pipe or 


Kan dedicated in 1914. In 191' 


' 
Improvements totaling $5839 wcr 


'/ made. 
In 1923, year of its 
diamom 


Jubilee, the church had 891 bap 


• tized 
members, 688 
confirme 


• members 
and 
556 communing 


members. In 1936 $3200 was spen 


,' &>n improvements. 


The mouthly St. Paul's New 


made its appearance in 1937 an 
the 'new kitchen and beginners 
room built. A building fund fo 


' 
the • presently proposed churc 


' 
was begun in 1945. and in 191 
the L.O.Y.A.L. (League of Youn 
Adult Lutherans) was organized 


Pastor of St. Paul's is the Rc\ 


George J. Curran, who is assistc 
with office work and young peo 


' tjplcs' activities by Miss Ruth Rose. 


a full time parish worker. 


1450 Members 


The congregation numbers 1450 
: baptized members. 1075 confirmed 


members and 
865 communing 


members. 
\ 
Church organizations and their 
. membership 
numbers 
include: 


Men's Brotherhood, 25; Ladies 
Aid. 85: Women's Missionary so- 
ciety 
25- Women's 
Missionary 


'^congress No. 16. 30: Young ^Wom- 


•' 
en's Missionary congress No. 91. 


• 
12-'LOYAL. 50;'Sunday school, 


! 450: senior 
and 
intermediate 


< 
Youth Leagues: 
30: 
children's 


i 
choir, 30; youth choir, 15; senior 


' 
choir, 25; church council, 15 lay 


i 
members and the 
pastor; 
and 


building committee, 9. 


PROPOSED ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAjN CHURCH (Architect's Drawing) 


'Short' Dresses 
Appear in 1855 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 10,1856) 


—Short dresses begin to prevail on 
Washington street. They arc not 
bad to look at—nor are what they 
develop. It is so long since fashion 
let daylight in upon ladles' ankles, 
that it is a sort of godsend. Take 
a scat for a day upon the curb- 
stone and sec. 
Dixon Collegiate 
Institute Opens 
On May 17,1855 


Among the first schools of 


"higher education" in Dixon was 
the Dixon Collegiate Institute. 


On January 30, 1855, a meeting 


was held in Exchange hall to con- 
sider a plan proposed by Rock 
River Presbytery through their 
agents, the Revs. Harsha and Ma- 
son, to locate a Presbyterian col- 
lege in Dixon. 


This school was opened May 17 


of the same year, in the basement 
of the Lutheran church as "Dixon 
Collegiate Institute." 


Reporting the opening of the In- 


stitute, The Telegraph said on May 
23, 1855: 


"It has about 50 scholars. Teach- 


ers: Rev. W. W. Harsha, superin- 
tendent and professor of intellec- 
tual and moral philosophy and na- 
tural sciences; E. C. Smith, princl- 


Early College 


pal of male department and pro- 
fessor of Latin, Greek and German 
languages, and mathematics; Mrs. 
E. A. Smith, principal of female 
department and instructress in 
drawing and crayollthlc painting; 
Mrs. C. L. Harsha, instructress in 
French and painting in water 
colors; and Miss Jennie L. Backus, 
instructress in i n s t r u m e n t a l 
music." 


On July 4, 1855, the cornerstone 


of the Institute was laid in the pre- 
sence of a large crowd of people. 
Benjamin F. Taylor, noted poet of 
the time, delivered the oration. 


Large Brick Structure 


The building was a large brick 


structure located in a commanding 
position on what is now Bluff 
Park. The school had an endow- 
ment of $25,000.' Of this, Dixon citi- 
zens gave nearly half in grounds 


and equipment. The school was 
incorporated in 1857 by a special 
act of the legislature. It was insti- 
tuted and continued under the care 
of the Presbytery until 1858, when 
the property passed into other 
hands and, for a number of years, 
was the home of different private 
schools. 


The building was demolished in 


1889 to give place to residences. 


* 
FACTORY ERECTED 


(Dixon Telegraph, April 14, 


1855)—Messrs. Jerome W. Hol- 
lenbeck and J. H. Cropsey, of our 
town, commenced on Monday last, 
the erection, on Third street run- 
ning back 
to Fourth—between 


Peoria and Market—of a >aah 
door and blind factory, to be con- 
nected with a planing mill. - 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 20,1855) 


—The Rock Island stage, before 
It had gone over one or two miles 
from Dixon, last night, upset, 
and a lady passenger had her arm 
broken. 


Pioneer Methodists Give Dixon 
Its First Church Organization 


<•f i 
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CHURCH BUILT IN 1868 


REV. JACOB NEFF BURKET 
REV. GEORGE J. CURRAN 


John Deere's Plows 
Prized by Pioneers 


Noylor Firm Handles 
Full Deere Line Here 


Authorized dealers for the John 


Deere farm equipment line in 
Dixon is S. W. Naylor & Co. of 
East River road. 


Opening in the Glassburn build- 


Ing at 109 East Second street in 
December, 1944, Jim and John 
Naylor operated their business 
~ until steady expansion indicated 


the need for a new building. 


The Naylor brothers reopened 


March 1, 1946. at their present 
location on East River road. Their 
modern, streamlined tile building, 
RO by 100 feet, was designed by 
John McLane, architect, and con- 
structed by Henry Jensen. 


A'second John Deere dealership 


Jn the firm is operated by the 
nenior S. W. Naylor in Rock Falls. 


The Naylors have handled the 
t (Continued on page 14, Sec. A) 


Inventor Blazes Way 
For Prairie Farming 


Beginning with a small black-- 


smith shop in Grand Detour, John 
Deere, the pioneer plow builder, 
blazed the way with a clean-cut 
furrow for the development of one 
of the world's greatest industries. 


It was at Grand Detour that 


John Dcerc gave the world the 
first successful steel plow in 1837v 
—a plow that scoured where oth- 
ers had failed; that unlocked the 
wealth of the prairie soil 'and op- 
ened the West to profitable agri- 
culture. 


When in 1855, the Dccrc plow 


took first prize nt 
the 
Illinois 


State Fair, The Prairie Farmer 
observed that Deere was now mak- 
ing 13 different kinds of plows, 
"turning them off at the rate of 
35 a 'day and for the coming year 
intended to get off 10,000." 


Today. 16 great John 'Deere fac- 


tories produce practically every 
kind of farm implement/ while 
branch distribution 
houses give 


quick and complet> • service 
to 


dealers. Each of the factories is 
operated 
independently 
of 
the 


others, and- has its own research 
and development department. 


About the turn of the century, 


Deere management, realizing the 
advisability of4supplying a "full 
line" of farm machinery to meet 
all" conditions from'seedbed prep- 
aration' through harvesting, set 
about' to broaden the John Deere 
'line. Several non -competing fac- 
tories, each an outstanding leader 
in Its field, were brought into the 
John Deere organization in 1911 
at which time the organization was 
re-Incorporated to include the ad- 
ditional units. A tractor factory 
was acquired in 1918, from whicl 
the first John Dccre tractor, the 
Model "D," wns shipped in 1924 
Expansion in the intervening years 
kept pace with the increasing de- 
mand for John Deere equipment 
until today 16 John Deere factories 
in the United States and Canada 


produce the John Deere full line. 


John Deere, born in Vermont, 


had come west to Grand Detour 
as a young blacksmith in 1836, 
and in 1837, after many trials, de- 
veloped the steel plow that cut a 
clean furrow and shed the rich 
prairie soil. 


Deere, in partnership with Leon- 


ard Andrus, was soon producing 
1,000 plows a year, and when the 
partnership was dissolved in 1847, 
John Deere moved to Moline, Illi- 
nois, where he built a shop.' 


As the demand for his products 


>y the pioneer farmers increased, 
he factory \v-as enlarged and new 
machinery added 
John Deere or- 


dered and received the first ship- 
ment of cast plow steel ever roll- 
ed in the United States.'' having 
jreviously imported steel for his 
>lows from England. 


At John Deere's death in 1886, 


Deere &• Company was building 
all kinds of steel plows, cultiva- 
tors, corn and cotton planters, and 
other farm implements. 


Firm Grows Rapidly 


The business of the company, 


which was incorporated in 1868, 
showed a steady and rapid growth, 
and each year saw the need for 
factory expansion, employment of 
more men, and installation of new 
machinery. 


During these years the system 


of branch house distribution was 
inaugurated throughout the agri- 
culture belt by Deere & Company, 


(Continued on page 14, Sec. A) 


Deny Passengers Are 
Forced to Eat Dogs 


Members of the First Methodist 


Evangelical church, Dixon's oldest 
house of worship, who found it 
hard to raise money enough to 
put even a roof over their second 
church, begun in 1855, this spring 
are scheduled to complete a costly 
and handsome new entrance to the 
congregation's third and largest 
church building. 


The new church entrance, to be 


erected in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry D. Baum and made possible 
largely through their generous 
bequest, will cost from $10,000 to 
$15,000 and will climax a $43,000 
improvement program 
over the 


past two years in which a modern 
steam heating plant and complete 
modernization 
of 
the 
church 


kitchen have been added to church 
facilities. 


The first religious sermon ever 


to be held at Dixon was by L. A. 
Sugg, a young Methodist mis- 
sionary, who made his first trip 
to the new settlement in 1834, 
three years before the Methodists 
organized Dixon's first church. 


Organized in 1837* 


The first Methodist congrega- 


tion was organized May 7, 1837, 
by the Rev. James McKean, who 
rode 
the 
Dixon 
circuit 
from 


Henderson's Mission. The seven 
members were the S. M. Bow- 
mans, the John Richardses, the 
Caleb Talmadgcs and Mrs. Maria 
McClure. Meetings were held on 
the second floor of a store and 
later in the village schoolhouse, 
and within a month the group had 
formed a Sunday school. 


Other early Dixon pastors of 


the Methodists were 
the Revs. 


Barton Hall Cartwright, Robert 
DeLap, Isaac Pool, Rilcy Hills, 
G. G. Worthington 
and 
Luke 


Hitchcock, all who preached be- 
tween 1837-40. 


The 
Methodist 
congregation 


dedicated its first church building 
May 1. 1843, a brick 
structure 


which still stands next door to 
the Baptist church 
on Second 


street today as a residence. 


Dedicates $4,000 Church 


The Rev. J. T. Mitchell, pre- 


siding elder, 
preached 
at • the 


dedication of the $4,000 building. 
The Rev. Philo Judson was pastor. 
The church was host to the Rock 
River Conference in the summer 
of 1851. and has entertained the 
conference four times since, in 
1867,' 1893. 1910 and 1932. 


By 1854/ the congregation had 


outgrown the church building and 
began plans for a second church. 
The Methodists found it hard to 
meet the financial stringencies of 
the times, but by the end of 1855 
the walls and roof were up. Work 
on the church continued inter- 
mittently and on March 1, 1857, 
the Rev. Wilbur McKaig opened 
services in the new structure. 


On the first Sunday in January, 


1858, the church was 
formally 


dedicated by the Bishop Thomas 
Bowman, at a cost of $15,000. It 
was rededlcated in 1876, after 
extensive repairs, by 
the 
Rev. 


A. W. Patton. 


Most Beloved Minister 


Perhaps the most beloved of 


Methodist ministers 
in Dixon, 


who, although he appeared in the 
pulpit through the years from 
1839 to 1883, never served as 
pastor, was the Rev. Oscar F. 
Ayres, who was also a Dixon 
merchant. 


The constantly expanding Meth- 


odist group made plans in 1889 for 


Dixon Telegraph, 
March 10, 


1855)—There has been 
a 
very 


foolish story going the rounds of 
the papers to the effect that the 
passengers on a train of cars in 
this state, were compelled to eat 
dog ment, after being stopped in 
a snow drift for several days. 


The story has no foundation. 


REV. OSCAR F. AYRES 


PRESENT METHODIST CHURCH 


still a third 
church 
and the 


present structure was completed 
at a cost of $35,000 and dedicated 
in January, 1893, by Bishop Frank 
M. Bristol. 
In October, Bishop 


Isaac Joyce preached the sermon 
of consecration at the Rock River 
Conference in Dixon. 


During May, 1937, the church 


celebrated 1U centennial, when 


REV. AURA C. NESMTTH 


more than 200 participated in the 
anniversary pageant, 'with Dr. 
Howard Price Buxton as minister 
and Bishop Ernest Lynn Waldorf 
as featured speaker. 


A. C. N'esmlth, Pastor 


Today the pastor of the con- 


gregation of around 1200 Is the 
Rev. Aura C. Ncsmith, a member 
of the Rock 
River 
Conference 


E^RLY METHODIST CHURCHES 


since 1924. who 
has 
served 


:hurches in 
Cicero, 
Brookfield, 


Joliet, Blue Mound and Harvey be- 
fore coming to Dixon. He was 
treasurer "of the Rock River Con- 
ference from 1939 to 1944. The 
church employs a secretary and 
full time director 
of Christian 


education, Miss Harriet L» Palmer. 


A merger in 1940 created the 


Woman's Society 
of 
Christian 


Service of the church from three 
womeh> organizations: the Wom- 
an's Foreign Missionary Society, 
the Woman's Home Missionary 
Society1 and the Ladies Aid. The 
group'. has. prospered and grown 
and now numbers 300 women with 
a budget of $2,860, half used for 
missionary'.work and 
half 
for 


Christian social relations and local 
church activities. 


'The Wesleyan Society, formed 


about 30 years ago, is a group of 
about 50 men and women who 
meet once monthly for worship, 
fellowship and study, and through 
gifts contribute to church am 
community enterprises. 


Sponsor Boys' Groups 


The 40 members of the Meth- 


odist Men meet monthly for fel- 
lowship and programs and support 
the church program and' boys 
activities auch- aa athletics, Scout- 


\ 


ng and 4-H work, besides spon- 
soring an annual father-son ban- 
quet. The 40 Men's Bible Class 
members, who meet each Sunday, 
also attend the monthly meetings. 


The Young Adult Fellowship, 


five years old, sponsors a church 
school class, and its 30 members 
• 


meet monthly in mcmbersVhomes 
for fellowship, study and-discus- 
sion. The First Methodist "church 
' 


sponsors the 36 members of Boy 
Scout troop No. 93. 


The'church school nursery roll 


and home department numbers 
130 and with weekly programs 
comprising children and -adults 
totals 500. Intermediate and high > 
school members of the Methodist 
• 


Youth Fellowship also meet on 
Sunday evenings, and a 
girls' 
; 


'interest group studies and par* 
» 


tlcipatcs in the missionary pro- 
v- 


gram. 


, Bible Class Active/,. 


The 
Women's 
Bible '\ Class, 


numbering 40 and taught by Miss 
Dora Breed, holds social meetings 
monthly and is active in church 
work.. The 30 members of the 
Shawger Sunday School Class, 
\. 


organized in 1928 by Mrs. Clara 
•/ 


Shawger, who is still 
teacher, 
• 


meet monthly and make generous 
.(Continued on page 14, See. A) "'' 
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EXCELLENT FOODS.... 


SPLENDID SERVICE 


AND HOSPITALITY 


* 
. 
« 
• 


Make The Landmark A Popular Rendezvous For Gourmets 


from tar And Wide 


Under the management of Lyle Myers, your genial 
host, the Landmark has rapidly become known as 
one of the most popular dining spots between here 
and Chicago and a favorite rendezvous for people 
who demand fine foods. Every care is used in pre- 
paring a light lunch or full course meal, every item 
is served with meticulous detail and served in an 
appetizing manner to insure complete satisfaction 
to our patrons. Our cuisine is attracting connois- 
seurs of fine foods from far-and wide, whether it 
be a casual dinner, family party or some other 
festive occasion, you will truly appreciate fine 
food if you dine at The Landmark. 


1941 


Shown at left is a corner of our main dining room, 
finished in attractive knotty pine and furnished 
in the modern manner where you can enjoy de- 
licious foods served in a quiet and pleasant 
atmosphere of taste and refinement. Opposite this 
room is our beautiful new lounge overlooking the 
river. On the second floor are two cheerful rooms 
for private parties—one accomodating up to twenty 
five, and the second to largei parties up to fifty. 
The entire building is air-conditioned. Drive out 
during the coming summer months and dine in cool 
comfort on our beautiful roof garden, or linger 
awhile and enjoy the pleasant, friendly surround- 
ings of this modern dining spot 
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Jriistoric-- 


(Continued from Page 2) 


reached, 
the population of the 


.United States had burgeoned to 
23,000,000. 
Victories in the Mexi- 


can War by 
Generals 
Winfield 


Scott and Zachary Taylor, both 
of whom had seen 
service at 


Dixon's Ferry during the Black 


War, had resulted in the 


' subsequent acquisition of Califor- 
nia, Nevada and Utah, which with 
the annexation of Texas in 1845, 
added 918,000 square miles to the 
Union. Oregon had 
become 
a 


territory the year before, eight 
years after the first wagon train 
reached there'in 1841. 
The Mor- 


mons, forced out of, New York 


>,and later Illinois, had emigrated 
' under the leadership of Brigham 


Young to Utah, which became a 
territory in 1850. 


The discovery of gold in Cali- 


fornia in 1849 had brought thou- 
sands of fortune hunters flocking 
to the Golden State, which was 
annexed in 1850. The Indian and 
Mexican War hero, Gen. Zachary 
Taylor, had been elevated to the 


(i 
presidency and died in July, 1850, 


I'.fto be succeeded by Vice President 


•- ' Millard" Fillmore. 


Union Rift Growing 


With the congressional Com- 


promise of 1850, a temporary lull 
had come in the growing rift be- 
tween the free states of the North 
and the slave-holding states of 
the South. In this year it was 
estimated that 
20,000 
fugitive 


slaves form the South had sought 


~ refuge in free states. 
In 
the 
':1 South there were 6,000,000 whites 


and 3,200,000 slaves. 


Hoaxed! 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 18,1855) 


—While we were 
absent 
last 


week, some unprincipled, brain- 
less puppy, sent in to this office 
a marriage 
notice, 
which 
our 


printers supposed to be all right, 
and therefore published. The no- 
tice gave the 
marriage of Mr. 


Winters and Miss Chappel, which 
we found upon our return to be 
erroneous'. 


It is well known that we never 


publish anything of the kind un- 
less accompanied with some re- 
sponsible name; and all the excuse 
we now have is our absence. 
Church Bell- 


(Continued from page 6) 


open for more to follow," apparent- 
ly referring to the Baptistry which 
was installed in'the present church 
building. 
*" 


Organizations 
of the 
church 


have 
functioned 
under 
varying 


In 1850, Jefferson Davis, who 


had been stationed 
at 
Dixon's 


Ferry during the Black Hawk 
War, was engaged in heated de- 


• 
bate in the senate in behalf of 
Mississippi and the slave-holding 


' 
states, while Stephen A. Douglas, 
senator from Illinois, sought to 
solve the mounting slavery prob- 


j< lem by moderate measures. Capt. 


Ulysses S. Grant, after serving 
in the Mexican War, 
was 
sta- 


tioned at a Pacific Coast qutpost 
nnd was to resign his commission 
and eventually make his home at 
Galena, Illinois. 
Abraham Lin- 


coln, after serving a term in con- 
gress, had returned to his law 
practice. 


County Hits 5,289 


In Lee County in the spring of 


0 1850 surveyors began laying off 


the new townships. The county's 
population had increased 2,007 in 
five years to total 
5.289 
souls. 


Real estate was valued at $215,- 
S60 and personal property at $168,- 
341. 
There were 12 corporations 


or individual firms producing ar- 
ticles annually valued at $5,000. 


To meet ever growing demands 


one firm was producing harvest- 
ing machines, one making plows, 


Ct one manufacturing lime, two pro- 


ducing lumber and two were mak- 
ing milling products. 


Farmhands in Lee county re- 


ceived monthly wages of $12 and 
laborers 63 cents daily with board 
or 75 cents without. 
Carpenters 


commanded $1.50 a day and fe- 
male domestics 
$1.25 
a week. 


Board cost $1.50 a week. ' 


The county had one 
academy 


with two teachers and 40 pupils. 
£ In the public schools 46 teachers 


taught 1,518 pupils. 
There were 


two Baptist, one Methodist, one 
Congregational and one Dunkard 
churches. 
D i x o n 
township's 


population had passed the thou- 
sand mark. 


Dixon Bocomrs Center 


Because of its strategic location 


nt the Rock River Valley cross- 
ing and its commanding position 
as seat of government 
of 
the 


vf 
s> county's rapidly expanding popu- 


lation and wealth, Dixon had nat- 
'urally become the center of trade 
and culture for the outlying com- 
munities and farms. 


By 
the 
end of 1850 another 


church had been 
organized 
in 
. Dixon, the Unitarian 
congrega- 


tion. 
The Rock River Hydraulic 


company erected a five-foot dam 
across the river which would pro- 
\ , 
vide 3.000 horsepower for indus- 


*''v 
try. The immediate response was 
the erection of a sawmill on the 
north side of the river. And on 


j 
the south side construction began 


'e 
on a five-story flouring mill, to 
cost $15.000. 


: 
The Time Was "Now" 


; 
The Rock River -settlement so 


\ 
inauspiciously 
begun 
by 
John 


; 
Dixon in 1830 was now a youth 


\ 
of 20, on the threshold of man- 


| ,- 
hood. 
Ths aspiring city needed 


1 *•«' 
a voice to bring news from the 


I 
ties left behind and to announce 
to the world the advantages of 
Dixon and Lee county over those 
of any other 
place. The 
com- 


munity needed a herald to record 
its Joys and sorrows. The young 
frontier town needed a go-between 
for its buyers 
and 
sellers of 


goods. Now was the time for a 
ewspaper to come west to Dixon, 
in the words of a famous editor, 
and "grow up with the country." 


names: The Lend a Hand Club, the 
Christian Endeavor ^Society, the 
Women's Home and Foreign Mis- 
sion Circle and the Ladies Aid. 


Today the organizations 
have 


the following names: 
Women's 


Missionary Society, of which Mrs. 
J. R. McDaniels is president; the 
Youth Fellowship, sponsored by 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Quails; the 
Sunday school and its several de- 
partments, with Ansel Youngblood 
as general superintendent; 
the 


Christian Education 
Department, 


with Mrs. J. R. McDaniels as pres- 
ident and officers and teachers as 
members; the Cradle Roll, with 
P. G. Walters and Mrs. Robert Ball 
as workers; and the Amoma class 
of the Sunday school, one of the 
larger groups of the church, with 
Mrs. W. D. Millikan as teacher and 
Mrs. Hoover Kelly as president. 


William Bond directs the senior 


choir, Mrs. J. H. Hughes the inter- 
mediate choir and Walt Rice the 
junior choir. 


28 Ministers Served 


The church has been served by 


28 ministers, with the present pas- 
tor, the Rev. J. H. Hughes, having 
served the longest period, 13 years. 
The Rev. W. W. Marshall served 12 
years. 


Present resident membership is 


350, with 40 non-resident members, 
for a total of 390 members. The 
church is inadequate at present 
and a building fund has been grow- 
ing for a number of years: Tenta- 
tive plans have been made and in- 
clude enlargement of the building 
when 
necessary 
materials 
are 


available. 


Rich Gold Country 
Lures Young Men 


(Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 15,1855) 


— Considerable 
excitement 
has 


been created by the circulation of 
some handbills announcing that a 
gentleman who has been through 
to California, offers to raise two 
hundred men to go with him to a 
rich gold country which he says he 
has found in the Rocky Mountains 
. . . Nearly, if not quite. 50 of our 
young men have embarked in this 
wild project. On Monday the tenth 
of next month they intend having 
a farewell dance. 


Citizens Frightened 


Early Catholic- 


(Continued from Page 6) 


James Clancy, a former assistant, 
who died nine months afterward, 
to be succeeded by Rev. Thomas 
L. Walsh, who came from Har- 
mon. During Father Walsh's 20 
years as pastor, • he redecorated 
and added to the church, remod- 
eled and added to the school and 
purchased the old Judge Farrell 
hom« for a convent, which burn- 
ed in -the winter of 1935-36 and 
was immediately rebuilt. 


A s s i s t a n t s 
during Father 


Walsh's pastorate included: the 
Revs. D. Day, now pastor at 
Huntley; Robert Leech, deceased; 
Thomas S. Green, the present pas- 
tor; James Burke, now pastor at 
Polo; 
Leonard 
Guzzardo, 
now 


pastor at Elburn; 
Walter Les- 


man, now pastor at Lena; Clar- 
ence Thcnnes. now pastor at War- 
ren; Joseph Tully, now pastor at 
Rock Falls; Clarence Deitsch, now 
pastor at Stockton; and Walter 
Roberts, now assistant to Father 
Walsh in St. Charles. 


Repairing Church, Plan School 
Present plans for St. Patrick's 


call for a new school and extensive 
repairs are now being made on 
the church. 


The Catholic Women's club is 


active in helping both the church 
and the school. 


At. St. Mary's school there are 


353 children of whom 75 come 
from St. Anne's parish on the 
north side. 


The present pastor, the Rev. 


Thomas Green, received his first 
assignment as 
assistant at St. 


Patrick's parish in July, 
1933, 


and was made pastor at Dundee 
in March, 1936, remaining until 
his appointment in May, 1950, as 
pastor of St. Patrick's. 


He is assisted by Father John 


KildUff and Father James Mal- 
loy. 


Dixon in 1855 


XTT^r- >*'• 


Pioneer- 


Continued from page 12) 


contributions to church 
under- 


takings. 


editor's Trip 
[s Inspiring 


The church has 


choirs: the senior 


three 
robed 


choir of 30, 


By 'Iron Monster' 


( D i x o n Telegraph, Jan. 13, 


1855)—The good citizens of North 
Dixon were 
frightened 
out 
of 


their—dwellings by the uncommon 
loud scream of the "Iron Mon- 
ster," as he dashed thro' the town 
for the first lime. Next Monday, 
we understand, regular trains will 
run through to Galena, on this, 
the Central. As the bridge is not 
completed at this point. Messrs. 
Porter & Mallett have been en- 
gaged to carry passengers across 
the river. 


LAND WARRANTS JUMP 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 24. 1852) 


—Some three hundred land war- 
rants were located at the Land 
Office at this place during the 
first twelve days of July. 


FAVOR RAIL ROAD 


Apr. 3, 1852—The Telegraph re- 


ported a Rail Road convention 
held at the Court House in Dixon, 
Dr. Oliver Everett, chairman, and 
a resolution passed, favoring a 
railroad 
from 
Dixon -to 
the 


Mississippi River. 


Church 
organizations 
include 


the Knights of Columbus, men of 
both St. Patrick's and St. Anne's 
parishes, and an adult choir of a 
dozen members and a children's 
choir of 50. 


Parish trustees are Rae Arnould 


and James J. Burke. 


Citizens Warned: 
'Look Out for Cars' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 16,1854) 


—The Air Line railroad is now 
completed within three or four 
miles of this place, and the con- 
struction trains are running that 
near town. 
In our next week's 


paper we shall be able to announce 
the arrival of passenger trains in 
Dixon. Look out for 
the -cars 


when the bell rings! . . . Let us 
have a celebration. 
Notwithstand- 


ing our temperate habits, we are 
determined on next Saturday to 
get on a train—of cars. 


'Sumptuous' Carriage 
Is Talk of the Town 


(Dixon Telegraph, Sept. 
12, 


1855 — Mr. A. L. Porter has 
just received one of the most 
sumptuous carriages we have ever 
seen in the country. Its cost is 
one thousand dollars; it is beauti- 
fully mounted with silver, and in 
fact finished off in a style dazzling 
to the eye, and sickening to such 
purses as editors possess. There 
is not a carriage in the city of 
Chicago which exceeds this in 
magnificence. 


Population Triples 
Between 1851-1855 


In the first issue of The Tele- 


graph in 1851, it was reported that 
Dixon "contains a population of 
700 or 800." 


The next record of the town's 


population was in 1855 when it 
was reported on November 7 that 
there were 3,054. persons living in 
the town, indicating that the popu- 
lation had more than tripled in 
four years. It was also recorded 
that during the same year there 
were 130 buildings erected 
in 


Dixon. 


under Crawford Thomas, director 
and organist for 21 years, and the 
girls' choir of 20, and junior choir 
of 30, both led by Miss Harriet L. 
Palmer, 
director 
of 
Christian 


education. 
All take part in the 


church's outstanding m u s i c a l 
event of the year, 
the 
annual 


Candlelight Carol Service, which 
has been presented on the Sunday 
preceding Christmas for the past 
17 years. 


Westward Ho! 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Oct. 
19 


1854)— Every day 
two weeks, trains 


for • the 
last 


of 
emigranl 


wagons, bound for the West, have 
been passing through our streets 
Sometimes a half dozen or more 
wagons, freighted with families 
and light furniture, make up the 
train. The emigrants are chiefly 
farmers from eastern Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, moving away frorr 
the crowded settlements of the 
older states to find more room and 
cheaper lands in the new. 


BUY AT HOME: 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 2. 1854; 


— Our merchants have now re 
ceived pretty generally, their Fal 
and Winter supply of goods. Then. 
Is now an untold amount of wade 
in Dixon, and it still 
is on the 


increase. 
The farmers can have 


no excuse for going to Chicago 
now, for all they want can be had 
at 
our stores 
at 
reasonable 


prices. 


30, 
the 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Nov. 


854)—A trip through 
to 


astern part of the county 
aken by us a few weeks since, by 
whih we were surprised to find it 
uch a beautiful 
and 
excellent 


arming district. 
At Paw Paw 


grove we found a flourishing vil- 
agc, surrounded by beautiful and 
^'ell cultivated farms. At Melu- 
,;in's Grove there is another little 
village; a beautiful grove of tim- 
ber; while the inhabitants appear 
to prosper. The farmers, we are 
happy to note, have stamped the 
spirit of progress and enterprise 
upon the face of the whole coun- 
try—fences in good repair—out- 
buildings neatly fitted 
up—shade 


trees, shrubbery, fruit trees, etc. 
planted around the neat little cot 
Cages, which make them look like 
homes—where all is happiness. 


And nearer home can we boas 


of a village—a model village is 
Lee Center—Here is an 
institu 


tion of learning, which alone re 
deems Lee county, and puts he 
by the side of others in the march 
of intelligence. 
The Lee Ccnte 


Academy might be 
allcgorlcall: 


termed the Lighthouse 
of 
ou 


county 
There are many in 


land towns we 
could mention 


that have had four 
times 
th 


amount of business that 
Dixoi 


has; at the same time we hav 
a country around, which is fa 
superior to that around the town 
alluded 
to—with no 
village tc 


compete with us as they have had 
A wonderful change is wrought 
Our town is filling with energeti 
business men, who arc using every 
effort to 
have 
their 
business 


known. . . . 


Editor Cries 'Shame!' 


Letter Written in 1854 Gives 
Sketch of John Dixon's Life 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct, 26. 1854» 


—Mr. Forrest's second letter to 
the Chicago Dem., from this place, 
gives a sketch of Mr. John Dixon's 
life on the frontier which you are 
all-acquainted with. We extract 
that portion which refers to Mr. 
D.'s portrait and our Dixon ladies 
and a quadrille party. 


I saw Mr. Dixon today standing; 


for a full-length painting of his 
portrait which Is being painted 
by a promising young: 'artist, Mr. 
Finch, for the citizens of Dixon 
and vicinity. 
It is nearly com- 


pleted and is a very fine work of 
art. 
The likeness is capital, the 


features expressive, the attitude 
striking- and life-like; and. if I 
am any judge, the piece display- 
ing a high appreciation of true 
art. and stamps its author as a 
man of no inconsiderable genius. 
I have seen some starched up "of- 
ficial portraits" in Chicago, which 
will bear no comparison with this 
of Mr. Dixon. This portrait is to 
be placed in a fine hall, which has 
been completed here for the use 
of the town, and which is not only 
tastefully but elegantly fitted up. 
I can assure you it would do honor 
to your city even, which has of 
late, I am glad to see. begun to 
show more taste 
in these 
es- 


sentials to civilization and refine- 
ment. 
The evening of the party 


after my arrival here. I attend"! 
an impromptu dancing party in, 
this hall, at which I met a tars; 
number, perhaps two hundred and 
fifty ladirs and gentlemen. 
The 


ladies ^ need scarcely say, were 
very pretty, and were tastefully 
and" elegantly dressed. Those with 
whom 1 conversed were intelligent 
and agreeable; and I have seldom 
observed 
so 
much 
sparkling 


vicacity. wit and sentiment in so 
large and mixed a company. I 
was told, however, that this was 
but a small party; that some of 
the reigning 
belles 
were 
not 


present and that at another time 
I would be shown how much bet- 
ter the town of Dixon could do in 
that way. Were it not an invasion 
of that domestic privacy which 
should not be rudely exposed to 
the gaze of the public, I would 
like to indulge in my propensity 
to itemize on the subject of that 
most pleasant little party. All I 
can say, however, is—"Commend 
me to a Dixon quadrille party; it 
is the perfection of parties of that 
kind; the fact that I 
had the 


pleasure of attending one shall 
not be very soon forgotten." 


More of Dixon in my next, to 


which I refer you for a few more 
particulars of 
this 
flourishing 


little town. Yours truly, F. 


Dixon Telegraph, May 10,1853) 


—Here let us inform our readers in 
Dixon of a fact that ought to 
make the crimson start to the 
hecks of every man and woman 
if our town who have any intcr- 
st here. It is an old adage, and 
cems reasonable sometimes, that 
he 'truth should not be spoken at 
•Ul times,' but in this case will 
ell the truth and shame those in- 
terested, though it be a disgrace 
o our village. There is no school 
house in the town of Dixon (ex- 
cept the one on the North side 
of the river.) . . . 


This, truly is a sad stale of af- 


fairs. Here we are a town nearly 
ready to put on city airs; of near- 
ly three thousand inhabitants and 
no school lo send our children. . . . 


Will our citizens consider this 


mailer. Mr. Barge was compelled 
lo suspend on account of not hav- 
ing a school room. • 


Persevering Henry 
Reports to Electors 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feo 3, 1855 


—It is said thai perseverance and 
a few other aUnbulcs will accom 
plish anything. All we have to sa; 
on Ihis subject is this: Thai so fa 
.as Ihe former is concerned ou 
representative, M. S. Henry, Esq 
can pass as "one of "em." As evi 
dcncc, read Ihe following lelcgra 
phic dispalch which we receive* 
from him on Ihe day of its date. 


Bloomington, 111., Jan. 30, 1855 


Editor, Telegraph. Dixon, 111.: Jus 
arrived—walked from Wmona—no 
trains any direction—no Legisla 
ture. Start afoot tomorrow fo 
Springfield. Miles S. Henry. 


The distance he will have to 


walk is nearly sixty miles. 


Baylor Firm- 


Continued from page 12) 
, 


ohn Deere line since May, 1042 
hen they opened a business in 


Sterling, which they purchased 
rom the John Deere Plow coin- 
any of Moline. The brothers have 
pent a lifetime of experience in 
he farm 
implement 
business, 


xcept for Army service in World 
Var II. 


Besides the John Doore line. 


\'aylor & Co. also handles Dia- 
nond T motor trucks. 


Offers Full Line 


Some of the John Deere equip- 


ment offered by the Naylor firm 
n Dixon includes 14 models of 
rectors for every 
need, 
grain 


drills, disk and 
drag 
harrows, 


lower mowers, 
corn 
planters, 


jickers 
and 
shcllcrs, 
hammer 


nills, combines, side rakes, ma- 
nure loaders and spreaders, hay 
and forage harvesters, hny balers, 
wagon gears and boxes and other 
'arm equipment. 


S. W. Naylor &. Co. has a force 


of nine persons to give the farmer 
rapid, capable 
and 
experienced 


service. 
They include a book- 


keeper, a parts man, two tractor 
mechanics and three set-up and 
delivery men. Naylor delivers any- 
where in the Dixon trade area. 


Early Dixon Residence- 


EDITOR MAROONED 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Feb. 
21, 


WHAT DID SUB DO? 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Aug. 
15. 


1S35)—Indeed it is 
a .difficult 


matter to refuse the Ladies but 
we shall have to say to "Sue" that 
it would be 'too much' for us to 
publish 
her 
communication.— 


"Sue" is too vituperative entirely. 
We appreciate her kindness; but 
shall he under the necessity of 
disappointing her. 


1855)—We shall have to beg for- 
giveness for many shortcomings 
this week in not noticing many 
important local affairs of the past. 
Our reasons are that we took a 
top to Chicago, and got "ship- 
wrecked" in a snow 
bank 
and 


thereby did not get home in time 
last night to write but little edi- 
torial. 


••WET" BUSINESS 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 10,1855) 


—The April term of the circuit 
court, for this year, was in ses- 
sion for two weeks commencing 
on the 23rd tilt., without half clear- 
ing the docket; owing to the Im- 
mense number of liquor indict- 
ments which were to be disposed 
of. 


. WEATHER NOTK 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 17, 1855) 


—This is a beautiful day. 


RAILROAD MEETING 


Feb. 28, 1852—The Telegraph 


reported on a convention at Ster- 
ling of- citizens interested in the 
railroad from Rockford to Rock 
Island, with connections with the 
Illinois Central at Dixon. 


FLOUR MILL COMPLETED 
On December 18, 1852. the first 


flour mill to use water power was 
completed 
and 
began 
grinding 


corn. It was a large five-story 
building erected at the cost of 
$15,000 by Brooks & Daley. 


TELEGRAPH IN MOURNING 
Twice during the year 1852 The 


Telegraph appeared in mourning 
with heavy black borders and col- 
umn rules. The first time *was to 
mark the death of Henry Clay,-the 
Issue of July 3; and the, second was 
the issue of October 30 with a 
story of the death of Daniel Web- 
ster who had died on the 24th. 


BAILEY'S TROUPK 
PERFORMS HERE 


(Dixon Telegraph, September H. 


1854)—Bailey's Troupe performed 
here Friday and Saturday nights 
last, to crowded houses, which is 
sufficient evidence to the citizens 
of towns at which they have not 
performed, that they arc worthy 
of patronage. We have no fears of 
bring wanting in judgment when 
we pronounce the dancing good. 


The Godfrey House at 303 East Everett street, was built in 1855. Many years later 


it was remodeled and owned by Dr. E. S. Murphy and is now owned by his eldest son, 
Dr. David Murphy. 
__^_ 
— 


IT'S 
"DISGRACEFUL" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 2. 1854) 


—A row occurred in our streets 
on Monday evening last, in which 
two men were badly wounded; one 
by a blow from a stone, the other 
by a stab in the side with a knife. 
The latter is not 
expected 
to 


survive. Such rows are very dis- 
graceful. 
The town authorities 


ought to make great efforts in 
ferreting out all those concerned 
in it, and have them brought to 
justice. 


REWARD: $500 


(Dlxon Telegraph, Fob. 3. 1854) 
-The Illinois Central Railroad 


company offer a reward of five 
hundred dollars to any person who 
will give information which will 
lead to the conviction of the per- 
son or persons who tore up the 
track near Amboy. 


HAREM—SCAREM! 


(Dlxon Tcegrnph, Dec. 23, 1S5I) 


—William Richards, one of the 
Mormon saints, lately deceased in 
Utah, leaves twenty widows. 


THREATENS LEGAL ACTION 


(Advt., Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 5, 


1854)— Notice— The subscriber has 
removed his office to "Dixon Mills" 
where all persons, indebted to him 
are most urgently requested to 
call and pay; and Gentlemen he 
does not intend to wait forever. 
cither, but will try what virtue 
there is in the law. J. B. Brooks. 


SIDEWALKS ARE LAID 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 16, 1855) 


—Our streets begin to have the 
appearance of respectability, side- 
walks are being laid down along 
the principal walks of the town. 
Go on with the good work, we say. 


(From Telegraph, July 16, 185:5) 


—The church property of the 
M. E. church, including the par- 
sonage and church is offered for 
sale. Inquire of O. F. Ayrcs. T. D. 
Boardman, C. Talmage— trustees. 


WAR 
"INEVITABLE" 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Feb. 
2, 


1854)-A European war 
seems 


inevitable. 


HONORED BY "INTELLECTS" 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 25, 1855) 


—Our town is honored this morn- 
ing by the visits from B. F. Taylor 
of the Chicago Journal; S. A 
Douglas, of the United States Sen- 
ate; and J. W. Sheen, editor of the 
Chicago Times—such a trio of in- 
tellects we rarely meet. 


HORSE THIEF ABOUT 


(Dixon Telegraph, September M 


1854)—Our friend, Judge Welty 
had a large light bay maro stolen 
on the night of the 12th inst. Fifty 
dollars reward Is offered for horsi 
and thief, or for the* horse hal 
price. Watch out for the rascal. 


TELEGRAPH IS ENLARGED 


Dixon Telegraph, May 23, 1855 


—Finding it necessary to onlargi 
The Telegraph to an eight column 
paper (on account of the press o 
advertisements) we aro compellci 
to sell the press on which it I; 
printed, it not being large enough 
It is one of Koe's Washingtoi 
presses, size No. 4. It has been 
in use only about four years. 


Editors Musf Eat! 


The firm is 


Illinois Retail 


a member of the 
Farm Equipment 


association, the Dixon Chamber 
of Commerce and the Lee County 
Farm Bureau. 


Naylors sponsors two howling 


teams, the Naylor <fr Co. loam and 
the John Deere team, which won 
the city championship twice in the 
past five years, the last time in 
1950. 


Deep Snow in 1855 
Isolates Dixon 


1855 may well ho described as 


"the year of the big snow." and 
for Dixon it was a serious matter. 


On February 3, it was reported 


that "for the first time in two 
weeks we received mall last night 
from the east. It came by the way 
of Rockford. The railroads are all 
closed at present and will be for 
several days." 


A week later it was reported 


that "a train of cars came through 
yesterday on the Air Line Railroad 
from Chicago. The road has been 
blocked up for three weeks with 
snow. The depot at this place is 
crammed 
full 
of 
freight 
and 


thousands of pounds have.been left 
out on the platform." 


County Fair in '54 
Is Tine Collection' 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Oct. 
19, 


j 854) —The Lee county fair is 
now in session at Exchange Hall. 
We have given them a short visit 
and were much surprised to see 
so much interest taken in the 
matter. They have a fine collec- 
tion of everything interesting. We 
have not time now to speak of 
this as we would 'wish to. 
Go 


and see 
for 
yourselves—every 


citizen should take an interest in 
this Exhibition. 


Tickets may be had at J. C. 


Mead's bookstore. Member tickets 
$1; single tickets 25 cents. 


Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 23,1854) 


- Our patrons know that we have 
never dunned them—nor do we in- 
tend to now—hut you know there 
is a cold wintor coming on—edi- 
tors must have eatiblcs as well 
as other 
people—and 
then we 


have—ahem—as our creditors al- 
ways tell us: we "have a little re- 
sponsibility to meat." 


John Deere's- 


Continued from page 12) 


with each house carrying a com- 
)lcte line 
of 
farm 
equipment 


adapted to the soil conditions of 
Is territory. 


Today these branch houses, and 


sub-branches and transfer houses, 
ocated throughout, 
the 
nation, 


assist the John Deere dealer in 
giving a complete 
and 
speedy 


service to the farmer. 


From the 16 John Deere fac- 


easier and more profitable—nnd 
Lories cornea modern 
equipment 


for practically every farming need 
—to make all faVming operations 
farms more productive. 


Specialization, e n g i n e e r i n g 


know-how, good materials, modern 
machines and production methods 
and quality controls are the fac- 
tors that, assure the farmer full 
value for every dollar invested in 
John Deere equipment. 


ACT OF A VILLAIN 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
May 
10. 


1S55)—Some villain, a few nights 
since, threw a tye across the track 
of the Central Railroad, on the 
high embankment a few feet south 
of the bridge which crosses the 
river at this plare. The watchman 
discovered it a few minutes before 
the train.came down, while on his 
regular round, and thereby saved 
the lix'cs of several carloads of 
passengers. 


DEMENT GETS NOMINATION 


Oct. 23, 
1852—The 
Telegraph 


reported that Col. John Dement 
was nominated 
as 
Democratic 


candidate for Lee and Whitosirte 
counties for the state legislature 
at a convention held at Dixon. 


100 TONS OF PORK! 


(Oixon Telegraph. Feb. 17,1855) 


—There Is over 100 tons of pork 
at the Airline Railroad depot at 
Dixon. 


Editor Challenges 
Lee County Farmers 


The agricultural success of Lo« 


County has long been known, bill 
perhaps one of the first records ol 
the exceptionally fine crops pro- 
duced in the Dixon area is in the 
following story reprinted 
from 


The Telegraph 
of 
October 19, 


18M: 


"Mr. Wingert of Franklin Grov« 


has presented us with a beet 30 
inches in length. 
If any of our 


farmer friends can reuse a beet 
which will boat this Wet, we will 
t>cat a retreat for our friend, the 
donor of the beet. 
Mr. W. also 


presented us with a second growth 
of oats, and wheat, all headed and 
turning. 
We are on hand with 


another banter. 
Mr. Myres of 


Gap Grove raised n sweet potato, 
this year, measuring 25 inches in 
length." 


___/ 
Town Trustees 
Elected in '55 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar 
10. 


1855)—Messrs. J. V. Eustace, J. 
H. Cropsey, F. R. Dana, A. L. 
Porter and A. C. Stedman were 
elected town trustees at the elec- 
tion on Monday last. 


At a meeting of the board on 


Thursday evening, the following 
officers were appointed: 


F. R. Dana, president; J. C. 


Mead, clerk; F A. Soule, treas- 
irer; .las. Watson, street inspec- 
.or; and Ozias Wheeler, constable. 


"A MKAN THICK!" 


(Dixon Telegraph. Jan. 13.1855 


— That was rather a mean trick a 
certain 
railroad 
company 
(we 


should say the company's emmis- 
saries. for it is doubtful whether 
the company knew anything about 
it) served our citizens 
a 
few 


weeks since; by having it .under- 
stood that they were to have a 
free ride down to Amboy. and then 
after all were on board, to charge 
each one regular fare. 


MIND YOUR MKMORV! 


(Advt. Dixon Telegraph. Sept. 


14, 1851) 
Persons who borrow 


my tools from my shop and forget 
to return them had better improve 
on their memory of it may oost 
them money 
and 
grief. 
CRIS 


BROOKNER. 


MILL ALMOST COMPLETED 


(Dixon Telegraph. Oct 9, 1852) 


—The five stone story 
flouring 


mill now in course of completion 
at this place, it is said will be 
ready for work on the first of 
December, It has cost we under- 
stand, 114,000. 


Centennial Edition 
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1856.. .'Abe' Delivers Two-Hour Speech 


Exchange Block in 1856 


'•*.'&•!-. 


I 


i- 


The politcal whims and philosophy of the artist are believed to have been reflected 


in this picture of the Exchange Block in 1856. 
No record has been discovered with 


reference to Douglas Hall. The artist may have been expressing his own support of 


' Stephen A. Douglas in the political .campaigns of the year. 
. 


I 


Straw Vote, 1856 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 26, 1856) 


—The-following is the "state of 
feeling" as manifested on the cars 
where a vote was taken a few 
days since: 


July 17th: Chicago and Fulton 


• Air Line Railroad 
train going 


west: Fremont 46, Buchanan 10, 
Filmore 5. 


July 17th: Chicago and Fulton 


Railroad train going east: Fre- 
mont 23, Buchanan 3, Filmore 1. 


Thus we find that in all our 


popular assemblies, the adherents 
of "Fremont and Liberty" are in 
the ascendant by a majority in the 
ratio of over four to one. 


, 
HOTEL IS "GORGEOUS" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 20, 1856) 


—The new hotel lately erected by 
Col.- J. Dement between the HH-- 
nois Central and the Air Line 
Railroad Depots, is being finished 
off in gorgeous style. This will 
make a splendid hotel, one that 
will reflect much credit to our 
town. 


BEGIN CONSTRUCTION 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
June 14, 


3856)—Messrs. Cropsey, Dement 
and Noble have commenced erec- 
tion of a very large hotel (Shab- 
bona) near the Illinois Central 
Railroad Depot. That part of our 
city is improving rapidly. 


Hometown Minstrels 
Are Big Hit in '56 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 2, 1856) 


—The young men of our city have 
organized a troupe after the style 
of the celebrated Christy's of New 
York and right well do they sus- 
tain the characters of an Ethio- 
pian troupe. 
They performed at 


Exchange Hall on Wednesday eve- 
ning last, to the largest concourse 
of people that we have ever seen 
in the Hall. We were surprised 
at the excellent music which the 
Minstrels discoursed, though we 
were well advised before going, 
that they all possessed an excel- 
lent musical talent. The singing 
was 
certainly 
good.—And the 


mimic Negro performances were 
far superior to many of like scenes 
enacted by experienced and pro- 
fessional, actors. 


The 
acrobatic 
feats, 
terrific 


vaulting, feats of strength, etc., 
would have been a credit to the 
Christy's. 


We are pleased to state that the 


"Nameless" are prepared to give 
Concerts for benevolent purposes 
at any time, and that they intend 
to do ao. 


HEARTS AND FLOWERS 
(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 9, 1856) 


—Valentines of every description 
for sale at the Dixon Book Store. 


Early Advertising 


D. W. OTcKEWWEY'S 


WATER STREET, DIXON. ILLINOIS. 


The Best of Horses and Carriages Constantly on hand, 


HEAR8E FOR FUNERAL OCCASIONS. 


' 
In 1856—as in 1951—advertising was a record of 


the economic trends. Speed and "class" in the mid-Nine- 
teenth Century was represented by fancy carriages drawn 
by smart high-stepping horses. For those in Dixon who were 
desirous of this form of adventure and locomotion, D. W 
McKenney advertised that he had "the best of horses anc 
carriages constantly on hand." This display advertisement 
was taken from an early Dixon city directory. 


Thrills, 1856 Variety 


High among the entertainment 


thrills 
of 
1856 
were 
balloon 


ascensions, and Dixon was not 
without its share of these events. 


In The Telegraph of September 


20, 1856, Editor Shaw wrote: 


Brooks Going Up — S.' N. 


Brooks, the aeronaut—he goes up 
n a balloon. . . 


"Come and 
see 
the 
balloon 


ascension next Saturday, and you 
will never regret your quarter." 


Dement's Friends Say: 
T)o Not Accept' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 16,1856) 
Col. John Dement of our city, is 


talked of by the Nebraska Demo- 
crats of this state as.their candi- 
date for governor. 
Mr. Dement's 


friends advise him not to accept 
Very sensible advice . We- should 
dislike to see him thus sacrificed 
Our next governor will be an anti- 
Nebraska man. 


Editor Shaw Asks: 
'Were We Duped?' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 12, 1856) 


—About one year ago we were in 
formed by one of the officers o 
the bridge company, that after 
Jan. 1856, the bridge which crosses 
the river at this place would be 
free. How is it about that matter? 
Were we used as a tool to deceivi 
the citizens hereabouts, or—well 
we will let some of the stockhold 
ers explain. 


HORSE COSTS $3,600 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 26,1856 


—The 
celebrated 
Black Hawk 


stallion "Prophet" has been pur 
chased by a stock company in this 
county for §3,600. This horse is 
too widely known to need a com 
ment. Mr. D. J. Wctherbee, the 
former owner, still has an interes 
in the ''Prophet." 


"OLD SETTLER" KILLED 


, '(Dixon Telegraph, July 26,1856 
—A rattlesnake was killed at Gap 
Grove 'in this County a few day 
since, measuring 4 feet 7 inche 
in length, 8 inches in circumfcr 
ence and having 31 rattles. H 
xvas evidently an "old settler." 


1Vile Wretch' 
Causes Wreck 


There were villains back In the 
ays of'56 as dastardly as any de- 
leted in the melodramas on the 
tage. Editors in those days call- 
d them "vile wretches." 
Such 


character was reported in the 


uly 21, 1856 issue of The Tele- 
;raph: 


"As the eleven o'clock passen- 
er train was coming down .from 


Galena on Wednesday the engine 
an off the track 
about 
three 


niles above this city at a switch 
t H. K. Strong's stone quarry, 
'he engine was precipitated down 
n embankment and badly dam- 
ged, but fortunately there was 
,o person hurt. 
"Some vile wretch had purposc- 


y moved the switch, unscrewed 
lie 'tag* and straightened it up 
n its proper position so as to 
eceive the engineer. 
Had the 


rain not been running at a very 
low rate, but about eight miles 
>er hour, many lives would have 
ieen lost. The Division superin-. 
endent, Mr. Clark, offers a re- 
vard of $250 for the villain who 
moved the switch." 
City Aroused. 
By Fire Alarm 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 19, 1856) 


—A little before midnight on the 
evening of Wednesday, the 16th 
nst, the citizens of Dixon were 
aroused by a cry of "fire!" and 
upon proceeding to the place 
whence the alarm appeared to 
arise, the building on the corner 
of Main and Bridge streets was 
.found to be on fire. The family re- 
siding in the house at the time 
barely escaped with their lives, 
and some of the most valuable 
lousehold furniture. Mrs. Patrick, 
the'aged mother of Lawyer S. G. 
Patrick, was severely burned, but 
a recovering. 


Fashions for the Fancy 
iiincoln Holds Dixon Crowd 
In Breathless Silence' 


Nearly 1,500 persons were present to hear Abraham 


Lincoln speak here in July, 1856. His two-hour speech, ac- 
ording to the newspaper reports that followed, held the "vast 
udience in breathless silence." 


Reporting this speech under the heading "Ratification 


Keeling," The Telegraph printed the following story "in the 
uly 26 issue: 
, 


Dixon women, thumbing through the fashion pictures of 


1856 to see what the ladies of high society were wearing, came 
across this typical tableau of the mother-and-daughter cos- 
tumes of the period. Such fashions, Dixon women often la- 
mented, were all right in "high places," but for the wooden 
sidewalks and muddy streets of Dixon, garments of a more 
practical nature were advisable. 
'_ 


Miniature Headlines in '56 


February 17 — The Presbyterian church was dedicated by 


W. W. Harsha. The building wan 38 by 42 feet. 
• • » 


March 1— J. & H.H. Farrell purchased the steam sash, door and 


blind factory of Cropsey, Hollenbeck & Co. They intend next year to 
erect a wagon, carriage and blacksmith shop. 


* * • 


March 1 — The new post office at Taylor on the Air Line 


railroad has been named "Nachusa." 
,., ^^^^^b^ 


*••• - : - . < - ' X - < ' : . ' ' ~ ' 
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..... 
• •- 


March 1— N. G. H. Morrell won the praise of the editor for his dis- 


tribution of wood to the poor of the vicinity. 


* • • 


February 33— The Lee County Agricultural Society met 


at the courthouse and elected Lorenrx> Wood, president; J. C. 
Mead, treasurer; and J. T. Little, secretary. 


. 
. 
• 
• 
• 
* 
» 


March 15— The Dixon Musical Association was organized and 


W. W. Harsha elected president; A. W. Sanborn, vice president; J. G. 
Brooks, secretary; C. W. Palmer, treasurer; J. T. Little, conductor; 
and E. C. Smith and L. Warner, examining committee. 


* * 
* 
', 


Juno S — Anti-Nebraska meeting held In Dixon. and a so- 


ciety formed for promoting settlement of Kansas' by assist- 
ing bonafide emigrants to that territory. $1,000 was subscrib- 
ed for that purpose. 


* * • 


April 12— The names of 65 students were published in The Tele- 


graph by Principal William Barge as having not whispered more than 
10 times during the term, January 2 to March 28. 


* • * 


August 2— The stable belonging to the Mansion House 


was set on fire and entirely consumed together with 11 horses, 
peddler's wagon, etc. 
Loss alnnit $5,000. 


» 
* * 


March 13— In Dixon's fourth annual election under its charter as 


a town, the following officers were named to guide the town govern- 
ment for the year on the board of trustees: President, N. W. Abbott; 
trustees, John H. Cropsey, William Butler, H. Morgan and H. T. Noble 


* • * 


May 28— John Dixon was named president of the Republican con- 


vention at Bloomlngton. 
* * » 


April 5— Dixon township election results for the year were: Super- 


visor, J. B. Nash; justice of the peace, William Uhl; town clerk, T. W 
Eustace; collector, J. W. Clute; assessor, J. Crawford; overseer of poor 
C. Talmadge; highway commissioners, N. G. H. Morrill, Patrick Hani' 
mill and Abner Cogswell. 


First Railroad Bridge, Built in '55 . . . 


NEWSPAPER! 
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This picture of the firat'Dlinois Central bridge across Rock river was taken about 


1856. 
The bridge, constructed of wood, on stone piers, was completed m January, 


1855, and was replaced in 1862 by an "iron" bridge, "without stopping a single tram. 


Circus Coming! 


ce Cream Freezer 
s 'Common Benefit' , 


A measurement of the social 


rends in Dixon in 1856 is an ad- 
ertisenw:nt in The Telegraph on 
flay 24 of that year: 


'The 
Telegraph 
Ice 
Cream 


Freezer. This article in this lati- 
ude at this time during this warm 
weather is certainly a common 
enefit to the human family gen- 
rally. It can be had at G. L. Her- 
ick's Hardware store on Water 
treet." 


CASTUS S. DEPP TO LECTURE 


(Dijfon Telegraph, Jan. 12. 1856) 


—Castus S. Depp, a colored man, 


l lecture at Exchange Hall, to- 


morrow evening. 


(Dixon Telegraph, June 21,1856) 


—The circus is coming next week. 
Wednesday. Our eyes have been 
greeted lor the last month with 
certain flaming posters, covered 
•.vith pictures 
of inverted 
ele- 


phants, 
Tom - Thumblsh 
ponies 


e.tc. .We/have not yet fully decld- 
ed~s3::.to the. propriety of such 
places of amusement and there- 
fore urge nobody to go; still i: 
folks will go, Sands, Nathans and 
Co. are to be here on the 25th 
(The Telegraph carried almost a 
column of advertising from the 
circus.) 
Famous Tom Thumb 
Visits Here in '56 


One of the most famous people 


in show business in the 1850s was 
"General Tom Thumb" who. al- 
though his "act" 
was 
entirely 


different, was a forerunner of such 
famous later-day show people as 
Little Egypt and Sally Rand. 


"General Tom Thumb" was the 


stage name of Charles Sherwood 
Stratton (1833-83). who was an 
American dwarf exploited by the 
famous circus man, P. T. Barnum. 


"Thumb" got his name from 


the character in English folklore, 
the son of a plowman, as big as 
his father's thumb, who had many 
adventures, including being swal- 
lowed by a cow and a giant. 


On September 18, 1856, 
the 


famous "Tom Thumb" is reported 
to have given "one of .his levees 
at Exchange Hall" in Dixon. 


ATTENDS GRAND OPENING 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
June 21 


1856)—We had the pleasure o' 
being present at the opening o 
the Dement House, a magnificent 
hotel recently erected in Fulton 
by Mr. Charles Dement, formerly 
of this city, at a cost of about 
$150,000 (sic). 


Was Replaced by Iron' Bridge in '62 


"Iron" bridge completed across Rock river in 1862 replaced old wooden bridge 


which stood for seven years. The iron bridge was built on the same piers and stood 
for more than 5i ^cars. Here an early 1C passenger train crosses northward. 


to. What a Man! 
When Lincoln came to 


Dixon on July 17, 1856, to 
deliver his two-hour cam- 
paign speech, the Amboy 
Times described him as: 


".... a man with slow and 


dignified motion, but quick 
as a flash, and lo, what a 
man. 
He is about 6 feet 


high, crook-legged, stoop- 
shouldered, spare built, and 
anything but handsome in 
the face. 
"It is plain that nature 


took but little trouble in 
fashioning his outer man, 
but a gem may be encased 
in a rude casket." 


"Pursuant to call the citizens of 


this vicinity gathered 
in 
large 


numbers to ratify the nomination 
of John C. Fremont and Wm. L. 
Dayton for the Presidency and 
Vice Presidency of 
the 
United 


States. Although the farmers had 
commenced harvesting, there were 
about 1,500 people • present 
to 


make tho welkin ring shouts Tor 
the cause of the Union, the Con- 
stitution 
and Freedom. 
J. J. 


Bcardsley of Rock Island ad- 
dressed the people in a short 
speech, and then Abraham Lin- 
coln, the man that has defeated 
Douglas in many an argument, 
took the stand and for over two 
hours held that vast audience In 
breathless 
silence, save when 


interrupted by an uncontrollable 
outburst of applause. 
Our 'op- 


ponents could but 
acknowledge 


Mr. Lincoln'a speech a masterly 
effort. 
• : 
' 


Convincing Argument* 


"He proved t the 
Democratic 


party to be a slavery-extending 
party and a sectional party. We 
only regret that every voter, wa* 
not present to hear 
his 
con- 


vincing arguments. 
In the eve- 


ning the meeting was addressed 
by Mr. Vaughn ot the Chicago 
Tribune and formerly a resident 
of South Carolina, Thomas ; J. 
Turner of 
Farnsworth 


Freeport, and Mr. 
of 
DeKalb County. 


To see such an assemblage' a» 
was there held until nearly twelve 
o'clock at night, is proof positive 
of the interest which the people 
feel in the coming election. We 
wish we had space to give some 
extracts from the able speeches of 
that day and the evening:, but 
space forbids. The argument was 
unanswerable." 


Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Doesn't Impress Editor 


Ralph Waldo Emerson, about whom literary^ritici!- 


have disagreed for many years, didn't'impress the edi- 
tor of The Telegraph. Following Emerson's lecture here 


• early in 1856, B. F. Shaw wrote in the newspaper dated 


January 5: 
. • 


"Ralph Waldo Emerson, the scholar, the sound 


thinker, the world renowned essayist, the philosopher, 
etc, etc., read a very prosey lecture on "Beauty be- 
fore the Dixon Lecture association, on Thursday eve- 
ning Many who heard Mr. Emerson were pleased, but 
we must beg leave to differ with those who consider it 
a "popular lecture." The lecture bore evidence of ripe 
scholarship, and contained many instances of history, 
but it had little that was original. It was delivered in a 
most miserable style. It would have been quite interest- 
ine to read, some rainy day, but to pay $50 to hear him 
read it was 'paying too much for the whistle. 


City Council Plans 
For Fire Protection 


(Dixon Tclcgrah, Feb. 9, 1856) 


—In the published proceedings of 
our City Council of last week, it 
will be observed there was a reso- 
lution ordering a committee to 
purchase a hook and ladder, and 
Lhc appurtenances thereto belong- 
ing By this move the Board gives, 
us to understand that it is not 
going to purchase an engine im- 
mediately, and upon consideration 
we think it well enough. Unless 
the Board feels able to go to the 
expense of getting more than one 
engine, we deem it folly to throw 
away money on any. as it would 
take at least two to carry water 
from the river, where we would 
have to get it. to First street, or 
any street above that. Then let us 
have a Hook and Ladder company 
to commence with. We learn that 
the Board has, or intends to, in- 
vite the "Dixon Nameless Min- 
strels" to give a concert, the pro- 
ceeds of which are to be appropri- 
ated towards purchasing an en- 
gine- 
. 


James Edsall Speaks 
On 'Bleeding Kansas' 


The "Bleeding Kansas" slavery 


issue of the middle '50s inflamed 
freedom loving patriots of the 
north, and meetings were held 
everywhere by the citizens to de- 
bate over the issues in connection 
with the 1856 presidential cam- 
paign. 


From Kansas came a member of 


the legislature at Topcka, James 
K. Edsall, arriving at Dixon in the 
summer on a lecture tour against 
the Democratic candidate, James 
Buchanan. 


When Mr. Edsall spoke Aug. 9, 


1856, before the Young Men's Frc 
mont club, an anti-slavery group 
favoring John C. Fremont for 
president. The Telegraph reported 
three weeks later, the following: 


"Mr. Edsall was a member of 


the Topcka 
legislature, Kansas, 


which was dispersed by President 
Pierce on the Fourth of July last. 
He has permanently located in 
Dixon, tho "blockade of Kansas" 


Farewell, Delinquents 


(Dixon Telegraph. May 17,1856) 


—This No. of our paper is the 
ast which will be sent to such of 
our subscribers as are one year 
or more in arrears. So farewell, 
delinquents—till we 
come, 
like 


Banquo's ghost, in some "other 
shape." 


form Dixon Also 
Weather Prophet 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 16,1856) 


—The oldest inhabitant, alias Na- 
chusa, prognosticated during the 
hot days of last summer, that we 
.verc to have a "hard winter." 
Late in the fall, when the balmy 
and beautiful weather seemed to 
ndicatc winter afar off, we hailed 
him with "Oh. ho! I thought we 
were to have a hard winter; look 
out for the doom of false proph- 
ets." 
He shook his head, ex- 


claiming, "you'll sec," and we 
have seen to our sorrow. 
And 


now, 
what we wish to come at, is: 


can't our town authorities pass 
an ordinance against any more 
prophesies by John Dixon about 
:he weather! 
Counterfeit Money 
Circulated in '56 


Bogus money was a 
constant 


aggravation in the 1850s and citi- 
zcns of Dixon, as well as the rest 
of the country, were constantly 
cautioned to be "on the lookout 
for fake currency. 


On August 9, 1856. The Tele- 


graph reported that "J. C. Corbin 
is now in our town teaching a new 
way to detect counterfeit money. 


His method, was described as 


"an infallible one." 


PAY UP! 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 3, 1856) 


—After next week's issue we shall 
strike from our subscription list 
every subscriber who is over one. 
year in arrears. 


not permitting him to practice In 
that unfortunate territory on ac- 
count of his peculiar love of free- 
dom." 
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1857 ... Construction Expands Dixon 


Bridge Has 
Ups and Downs 


Dixon citizens crossing Rock 


river in the morning had no assur- 
ance that they would get back to 
the other side by nightfall in 1857. 
The Telegraph of that year re- 
ports several mishaps to the 
bridge. 


On February 14, for instance, it 


was reported that: 


"The free bridge of which we 


boasted so much last week, it ap- 
pears was not the "permanent in- 
stitution" which we at first an- 
ticipated. 


"The heavy body of ice which 


had accumulated around its piers 
became so solid that when it 
arose with the river, the bridge, 
superstructure and all were lifted 
up together. Had the ice in the 
river broken up, we should have 
entirely lost our bridge; as it is 
the bridge will have to be re-built; 
the proprietors having stripped it 
of its plank, etc., will thereby 
save all the lumber." 


Bridge Caves in 


Late the same year, there was 


another bridge mishap which The 
Telegraph reported on December 
3: 


"The new bridge, which was 


thrown across Rock River at this 
place last summer, broke down on 
Monday, or two bents of it went 
down near the north end. There 
was a very heavy weight on it at 
the time, two loaded teams and 
eight or nine head of 
cattle. 


Strange to say, there was no dam- 
age sustained, although the cattle 
and one of the teams went down 
with the bridge into the river." 


More Hopeful Report 


The following week Editor Shaw 


was more hopeful in his report: 


"Our bridge, which caved in last 


week, was quickly repaired, and is 
now as good as new. Good and 
sound for any weight excepting 
two loads of brick and a drove of 
cattle. 


"The Free Bridge, at the lower 


end of our city, or more conveni- 
ently Morrell Town, is now com- 
pleted and ready for travelers. 


"No trouble in crossing Rock 


River at Dixon." 


Shobbona House Was Once Pride of Dixon 
River Rampages 
In Winter of 57 


The winter of '57 was a dam- 


aging one. 
In February, the ice 


above the dam, 
according to a 


Telegraph report, "moved down 
against the old bridge which had 
withstood the storms 
of many 


v/inters, and swept it away as 
casually as though it had been 
built of reeds." 


The newspaper account contin- 


ued: "Now we have no means of 
transit 
teams, 


across Rock 
although we 


river 
for 


understand 


Pride of Dixon upon its grand opening Oct. 1, 1857, was the Shabbona House, a 


five-story hotel constructed near the Air Line (Northwestern) and Illinois Central de- 
pots. Built by Cropsey, Dement and Noble, it was operated by Mr. Benjamin from 
Vermont. The hotel was located to accommodate train passengers changing from one 
railroad line to another. It contained 65 rooms, including two parlors and an "ele- 
gant" dining hall. Also called the Dement House, it was renamed the St. James Hotel 
when its management was taken over by H. E. Gedney Dec. 2,1868. The hotel was de- 
stroyed by fire Nov. 30, 1871, and was protected by insurance of $22,500. 


Three 'Elegant' 
Churches Erected 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 7, 1857) 


—There has been three elegant 
buildings for Divine worship erec- 
ted during the past summer. The 
Methodist Episcopal, the Unitar- 
ian, in North Dixon, and the Epis- 
copalian. The M. E. church alone 
costing over eleven thousand dol- 
lars. 


Iron Monster' 
Kills Driver 


. (Dixon Telegraph, June 20, 
1857)—A young 'man residing in 
Whiteside county, while driving 
a team across the Dixon Air Line 
Road, near Morrison, on Saturday, 
was run into by a locomotive and 
killed. The track 
is 
perfectly 


straight and level for miles where 
the accident occurred, and it is 
a wonder how any person could 
drive on without seeing the cars 
at the time. We also learn that 
one of the horses had one of his 
legs broken. 
' 


CONSECRATIONS 


(Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 11,1857) 


—Bishop Whltehouso is about to 
consecrate five churches In Dixon 
and Vicinity.—At Dixon, May 3rd; 
Lee Center, May 5th; Sycamore, 
May 6th; Batavia, May 7th; and 
Joliet, May 10th. 


Lee County Valued 
At 4 Million in '57 


Lee County, in 1857, according 


to the reported total valuation of 
lands, lots and personal property, 
was worth $4,391,313. 


The total tax was reported to 


be $78,166.05—no explanation is 
given for the tacked-on nickel. 


"A DEEP MYSTERY" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 28,1857) 


—Mr. A. B. Whiting will lecture 
under spiritual influence at Union 
Hall on Thursday evening next. 
This lecture is free to all. 
His 


lectures are spoken of an remark- 
able productions of an unknown 
mind. To us it is a deep mystery. 


SEMINARY IS ANNOUNCED 


(Republican & Telegraph, July 


£>, 1857)—By reference to our ad- 
vertising columns our readers will 
see that we are to be supplied with 
a Seminary for the education of 
young ladies. The School will be 
in charge of the Rector of the 
Episcopal church of our village, 
Rev. Mr. Downing. The large white 
building formerly occupied by Mr. 
Smyth, west of the Central depot 
will be used until a larger and 
more commodious one can 
be 


erected. 


Love Finds Way 


The Republican & Telegraph 


files of Oct 29, 1857, report that 
an 
Irishman 
named 
Michael, 


bought a marriage license from 
the -county clerk to marry a girl 
named Bridget. Afterward Bridget 
refused to marry him, and, re- 
luctant to lose his $1 license fee, 
the Irishman returned to the 
courthouse with Bridget's sister, 
Ann. Bridget's name was erased 
and Ann's substituted, and, the 
article concludes, "the two are, at 
this writing, enjoying their honey- 
moon." 


Tost Young Men' 
Storm Groggeries 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 9, 1857) 


—A number of fast young men of 
our town, whose identity is yet a 
mystery, made a gallant .charge 
upon a couple of groggeries on 
Hennepin 
street, .on 
Saturday 


night last. Mob law is a relic of 
barbarianism, and we regret that 
it should be resorted to In our 
country, under any provocation. 


REPAIR COURT ROOM 


(Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 4,1857) 


—Sheriff Wheeler has for the last 
week had several carpenters en- 
gaged in repairing 
the 
Circuit 


Court room of the house on the 
Hill of Mars of our city. 


PRESIDES WITH DIGNITY 
(Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 18,1857) 


—The Lee County Circuit Court 
las been in session during the past 
week.—Judge Eustace 
presiding 


with dignity and ability—the bar 
radiant with smiles. 


EVERYTHING 


FOR THE 
PRINTER 


r OR more than 25 years Chicago Printers* 
Machinery Works has been rendering an out- 
standing service to the printing industry. 
During these years it has become known as 
a dependable source of supply for practically 
every piece of equipment—both new and re- 
conditioned—that is required in the modern 
printing plant. 


Our reputation has been built and main- 
tained by our continued effort to deliver 
honest values—to offer for sale only such 


L ~ J S 
as we can conscientiously 
merchandise 
recommend. 


Besf wishes fo th« Dixen Evening T«fe- 
gropfc ond hearfy congratulations for 
fhtlr on* hundred ytors of outstanding 
Journalism. 
May fht ntxf hundred be 


ei successful. 


CHICAGO PRINTERS' 
MACHINERY WORKS 


609 W. LaW St. 
Chicago, Illinois 


Sheriff Averts 
Jail Break Here 


(Republican & Telegraph, July 


9, 1857)—The prisoners now con- 
fined in the jail at 
this 
place, 


came very near making their exit 
on 
Wednesday 
last. 
Sheriff 


Wheeler discovered, on his morn- 
ing round of examination on that 
day, where a hole 'in the wall had 
been prepared, and the stone re- 
placed in a workmanlike manner; 
as much so, at least, as the cir- 
cumstances of the case would ad- 
mit of. 


A Newspaper Is Born 


Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24,1857) 


—The Dixon Republican Is the 
title of a new paper which has 
sprung to life from the ashes of 
the Dixon Transcript. It is very 
neatly printed and ably edited.— 
Mr. S. B. Beckwith, publisher and 
proprietor, and E. H. Leggeett, 
editor. 


Working Horses 
Are Assessed $70 


On. April 28,1857, The Telegraph 


reported, the assessors of Lee 
County, at a meeting at the coun- 
ty clerk's office in Dixon, assessed 
first class working horses at $70, 
and others in relation to their 
value thereto; first class working 
oxen, $30; first class cows, $15; 
ordinary sheep, $1; and ordinary 
hogs, $1. 


Young Lady Says 
Paper a Love Token 


(Republican & Telegraph, Sept. 


17, 1857)—The young lady that 
ast week through the disinterested 
dndness of some young gentleman, 
received our paper through the 
post office, requests to have the 
"avor continued weekly; but would 
be glad to have it sent at an earlier 
date,' as the news was stale when 
received.—She thinks that such 
love tokens of affection well fol- 
lowed up will have the desired 
effect. 


THE WAGES"OF SIN 


(Dixon Telegraph, February 28, 


1857)—William W 
got drunk 


and got in his boat with a bottle 
of whiskey. His corpse was found 
down the river. He was frozen to 
death. 


that the Bridge Company will have 
a good ferry boat running in a 
few days. .. . The Air Line bridge, 
a few miles below this city, was 
carried down the river Tuesday 
evening. . . ." 


In March of the same year, 


The Telegraph reported: 


"The ice became blocked a few 


miles below Dixon, backing the 
water up to a greater height than 
was ever before known. In a few 
hours the ice packed in until the 
river was completely filled' from 
shore to shore, so that footmen 
were crossing as early as Monday 
morning. 
While we write it is 


sufficier^ to bear teams." 


On March 12 it was reported 


that "the- -thermometer stood at 
10 degrees below zero." 


Horsepower Has 
Literal Meaning 
/There were no eight-cylinder 


vehicles for transportation in 1857 
and the word "horsepower" had a 
literal meaning. 
A mid-winter 


junket to Minneapolis in those 
days could not be an overnight 
trip, and those who undertook 
such an adventure were hearty 
souls. 


Among the events of the winter 


of 1857 was a trip undertaken 
by sleigh from Dixon to Minne- 
apolis by "S. and H. T. Noble, 
with their ladies," 
a 
trip of 


nearly 800 miles. 


Reporting the trip, The Tele- 


graph said, "They. were absent 
three weeks, having good sleigh- 
ing all the while, with no inter- 
ruptions from storms. We have 
had excellent sleighing for over 
two months; which time has been 
well employed by our citizens." 


Telegraph, Republican 
Combine in July, 1857 


With the July 9, 1857, Issue the 


Dixon Telegraph and the Dixon 
Republican combined, under the 
proprietorship of B. F. Shaw and 
S. W. 
Beckwith, 
editors. 
An 


editorial of that date said in part: 


"By the heading of this paper 


the subscribers of 
the 
'Dixon 


Weekly Republican,' and those of 
the JDixon Telegraph,' will be ad- 
vised that there has been a con- 
solidation of the two establish- 
ments .by the proprietors whose 
names now appear as joint owners 
of this paper. 
This union was 


consumed thro* the advice of our 
Republican friends, who have the 
welfare of the party at heart, 
knowing that In union there is 
strength; and, in fact, by personal 
friends outside of our party, who 
knew that one good paper could 
be made much better, and would 
be of more credit to the town, 
than 
two, 
supported 
as 
two 


journals are always supported in 
a town of the size of Dixon." 


Men's Fashions, 1857 


(Dixon Telegraph, April 25, 


1857)—Instead of hard, uncom- 
fortable stovepipe-shaped articles 
which man was required to wear 
on his head heretofore, our friend 
A. McKay, at his extensive hat 
and cap store, has now the very 
article xwhlch is not only com- 
fortable to wear but makes a man 
look like a rational being. The 
Kossuth hat is an institution— 
the wearer can go to sleep in a 
railroad car and awake to find his 
caster looking as genteel as ever. 
Mac has them of the latest styles 
and finest finish; good enough for 
Congressmen or blacklegs to wear. 
Ladies Ride Free 
On River Ferry 


Long before they were having 


Ladies' Day'at the major league 
baseball parks—the 
women of 


Dixon were getting special atten- 
tion, too. 


It is reported 
in 
1857 
that 


James Van Arnam was operating 
his 
"patent 
wire 
swing-back 


action-self-propelling 
ferry" 
at 


the* foot of Peoria street. James' 
prices were said to be "very rea- 
sonable" and he carried the "ladies 
over free". 


The Telegraph, reporting these 


"rates", said: "Capt. Van Arnam 
is a gallant of the 'first water', or 
he would not show such magna- 
nimity to the crinoline passen- 
gers." 


"Marine pisaster" 


It was a very fortunate 
cir- 


cumstance that no Dixon ladies 
were aboard on June 6. On that 
date, The Telegraph reported that 
the ferry boat capsized during an 
outward bound voyage, and went 
down. The passengers, consisting 
of about a dozen head of cattle 
—together with the crew, swam 
ashore. 


The 
cause 
of this "marine 


disaster", according to a Tele- 
graph report, was due to the fact 
that several beasts rushed to one 
end of the boat, careening it until 
it dipped 
"and down it went, 


1C Railroad Reaches 
'Sensible Conclusion' 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 
18, 


1857)—The Illinois Central Rail- 
road company has come to the 
very sensible conclusion of putting 
a switch and building a warehouse 
in North Dixon which will be of 
great convenience to the farmers 
of Gap Grove, Pine Creek, and, in 
fact a vast farming country north- 
west of us. 
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LODGE 39 


103 YEARS OF S E R V I C E 


DEDICATED TO DIXON AND 


TO THE PROGRESS OF THE 


ENTIRE COMMUNITY. 


breaking the wire .from which it 
swung." 


Prices Conform 
With Hard Times 


Economically, times were tough 


in 
1857—described 
as 
"hard 


times." .In announcing the spring 
goods received by merchants of 
Dixon in that year. The Tele- 
graph said, "and as usual (they) 
have displayed a'very good taste 
in the' selection 
of styles 
and 


varieties—and prices are made to 
conform with the 
hard 
times, 


low. 


"If the ladies are not dressed 


in all the gorgeous beauty of the 
most highly adorned flowers," The 
Telegraph reported, "it will not be 
because our merchants do not 
offer the wherewith to so deck 
them." 


Nachusa House 
Becomes 'Ritzy' 


Reporting the news that the 


Nachusa House had changed man- 
agement. The Telegraph said, op 
May 16, 1857, that "John Stock 
has become 'mine host'. Mr. Stock 
will make a good landlord ana we 
wish him success." 


The hotel, on that date, had 


been renovated, repaired and im- 
proved. An observatory, and ve- 
randas were added, and it was said, 
"The Nachusa House will be one 
of THE hotels west of Chicago, as 
it should be. Go on, Mr. Stock, 
with the good work and consider 
us with you—at dinner time." 


/'LET THERE BE LIGHT" 
(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 3i; 1857) 


—The Proprietors of Union Block, 
S. Noble & Co., and Dr. J. B. Nash, 
intend illuminating it this evening 
and whenever occasion requires 
hereafter, with gas. 


Horace Greeley 
Lectures Here 


With his cravat and dickey in 


place, looking spic and span (con- 
trary to what 
was 
expected) 


Horace Greeley arrived in Dixon 
February 13. 1857 to deliver a 
lecture the following night at 
Exchange Hall. 


Apparently there had been ad- 


vance rumors about 
t}ie 
New 


York Tribune's famous editor— 
and about his somewhat untidy 
manner of dress. 


Reporting his arrival in Dixon, 


The Telegraph said: 


"Strange as it may appear, he 


has not, up to the present writing, 
shocked the' sensibilities of our 
refined citizens by appearing in 
public nor private with either the 
right or left boot-leg outside of 
his pantaloons, nor has his cravat 
or 
dickey • appeared 
otherwise 


than in front, a la mode. 


"All this we can can readily 


assert, as, up his first 
appear- 


ance, to assure ourself that it 
was the veritable 
Horace, 
we 


looked for the tops of his boots 
and the old drab coat—the latter 
being still with him." 


Editor Opposes 
Incorporation 


The Telegraph, in 1857, went on 


record as opposing the incorpora- 
tion of Dixon as a city and the 
editor cited many reasons for his 
stand. 


His first objection was printed 


with the announcement of the vot- 
ing and on February 21, the editor 
wrote: 


"We can now put on all the airs 


and authorities of a city as the 
town of Dixon has been incorpo- 
rated and granted a charter by 
the Legislature. We arc not pre- 
pared to say that the citizens of 
our city will consider this an oc- 
casion of rejoicing, for we do not 
know that, any benefit will be de- 
rived from this city charter. Our 
taxes, which are now a subject of 
complaint, will certainly be larger 
under a city government." 


Suggests Dixon as Mayor 


In the same edition, the editor 


suggested John Dixon as the city's 
first mayor. "When we elect our 
city officers," he wrote, "it is the 
wish of all, we believe, that Mr. 
Dixon shall be chosen Mayor. Let 
him have not only a 'unanimous 
vote for that office, but we hope 
to see every vote in the city polled 
for the father of our town." 


When, on March 14, The Tele- 


graph published the entire charter 
incorporating the city of Dixon, 
the editor pointed out other objec- 
tions when he wrote: 


"For our part we can see no 


immediate use in being incorpo-. 
rated into a city. There are several 
serious objections to the present 
charter as we have received It. 
One is, that we have no city limits. 
Whether it is the intention to in- 
corporate all of Lee County, or 
Hhat we shall become an "addi- 
tion" to Chicago, it is hard to un- 
derstand. It is true that section 
2nd names certain "boundaries; but 
what these boundaries are for, it 
would puzzle a Philadelphia law- 
yer to explain." 


The editor was'pleased with the 


outcome of the election taken in 
April and he reported in his edition 
of April 18 that "the citizens of 
Dixon are most emphatically a 
republican people—a 
democratic 


people in the true sense of the 
word." 


In reporting the vote taken, he 


concluded that "they do not wish 
"to put on aristocratic airs, nor 
make any unnecessary • show, as 
was evident at the charter election 
of last Tuesday when 279 voted 
that it was not necessary to create 
any functionaries such as Mayor 
and Aldermen, while only 96 resi- 
dents voted that Dixon should be 
what it would be ridiculous to en- 
deavor to make her—a city. 


"Another vote," he concluded, 


"will be taken next year." 


$100,0000081 
Recorded in 
Building 


Early in 1857 it was estimated 


that the citizens of Dixon had ex- 
pended over 
$100,000 
for 
the 


erection of new residences, hotel*' 
and factories. 


In that era an impressive resi- 


dence could be constructed for the 
cost of $2,000—and one "warmed 
by a furnace" cost around $5,000. 


In January, 1857, The Telegraph 


listed many of the 
homes 
and 


other buildings which has been 
erected 
in 
the 
previous 
few 


months. 
, "We are aware," the newspaper 
article said, "that some have been 
overlooked and that the cost of 
those buildings which we enum- 
erate will exceed the figures at 
which we Estimate, them." 


The list, as published in the 


newspaper, reported the follow- 
ing: 


"The new hotel near the Rail- 


road depots, erected 'by Dement 
and others, $20,000. 


"Townsend & "Sheffield 
have 


just finished an elegant residence, ' 
warmed by a furnace, at a cost of 
about $5,000. 


"Silas Noble has nearly com- 


pleted a beautiful villa just north 
of Dixon, which is to be finished 
off in a grand style, with a view 
to comfort and 
elegance, 
ob- 


servatory, verandas, etc., at an 
expense of not less than $12,000. 
Silas Noble & Co. finished the last 
season, a three story brick store 
on Galena street, 
occupied 
by 


Varney & Co., cost about $5,000. 


"James Moore's residence, near- 


ly completed—$5,000. 


"Dement & Heaton will have 


expended, when 
their 
machine 


shops and foundries are complete, 
over $40,000. They have now been 
to an expense of over $30,000 on 
their water power. 


Plow Factory 


"Dement & Pitts' Plow Factory, 


on which they are at work with a 
commendable 
energy, 
notwith- 


standing the inclemency of the 
weather, will require an outlay of 
15 or 20 thousand dollars. 


"John 
Daley 
has 
now 
the 


foundation and a part of the wall 
of a Flouring Mill in progress of 
erection which, when completed, 
will cost $12,000. 
< 


"R. & F. Forsyth, residence, at 


about $3,000. 


"J. L. Jones, who would be more 


familiarly known 
by the alias of 


to his friends 
"Quaker 
City 


News of Approaching Comet 
Causes Widespread Concern 


The" word "comet" in 1857 was 


as frightening as 
the-> words 


"atomic bomb" in 1951. 


In Dixon, in the spring of '57, 


there was widespread concern over 
the news of an approaching comet 


reasons unknown) 
Newspaper stories 


named (for 
"Charles V". 
gave considerable publicity to the 
heavenly 
apectacle's 
scheduled 


advent, and there were many 
readers who feared that it might 
collide with the earth. 


To relieve the panic in the 


hearts of some, and in an effort 
to collect his due before "the day 
of doom," Editor Shaw of The 
Telegraph, wrote: 


"The probability of the comet 


striking ui is about equal to the 
probability of ftll our subscribers 
paying up for the paper at the 
end of this volume—which later 
event occurs about the sixteenth 
of May. 


Inmirance Offered 


"The comet may strike 
the 


earth in June and our subscribers 
may pay up their subscriptions in 
the present month of May. — 
There is one thin; we will do. We 
will insure the 
life of every 


Individual 
subscriber, together 


with bJ* family, agaiaat destruc- 


tion by any comet or comets—as 
the lawyers would 
say—during 


their natural lives, provided al- 
ways that each individual sub- 
scriber aforesaid will liquidate the 
amounts due us—remaining due 
and unpaid. 


"We would 
further 
call 
the 


attention of our delinquent sub- 
scribers to the fact that since the 
creation of the world no subscriber 
who had paid punctually for his 
paper, has ever been struck by 
a comet. . . ." 


Notice to Rash Young Men 
There was one young man, bent 


on self-destruction, who is re- 
ported to bave been in "too much 
haste to wait for the comet." 
Attempting suicide, he took a dose 
of laudanum one afternoon at the 
Nachusa House. 
His note de- 


claring his intentions, however, 
was discovered in time, and the 
tragedy averted by a physician. 
• Editor Shaw, commenting on 
this event, and warning others 
so-minded, wrote: 


"Rash young men are requested 


to commit all necessary suicides 
before Friday afternoon. In order 
to secure a' notice in The Tele- 
graph of th« same week." 


Jones," has a new dwelling which 
must have cost $3,000. 


"Hubbard & Son, residence, at 


about $3,000. 


"Henry T. Noble has a very 


fine residence nearly complete in 
North Dixon, which will cost him 
five or six thousand dollars. 


"Geo. L. Herrick has erected a 


three-story brick building on First 
street, which must have required 
a capital of $5,000 at 
least, in 


which Is his hardware store., and 
on the second floor, Mr. Hull's 
Music • Academy, and 
the 
third 


story is occupied as a hall by the 
Sons of Temperance. 
M». Her- 


rick has his building lighted with 
benzule gas. 


"Mr. Dubois has completed a 


residence worth $2,000. Mr. Fargo 
has completed one 
which 
cost 


about the same. 


Waverly Hotel 


"The Waverly Hotel at the Air 


Line Depot, Mr. Randall, propri- 
etor, must have cost about $5,000. 
It were well to remark by the 
way that Mr. R. knows how to 
keep a hotel as it should be kept. 


"There are a large number of 


buildings which- have been erected 
during the past season at a cost 
of less than (and some we pre- 
sume, over) $2,000, of which we 
make no note. Thus it will be 
seen that Dixon is today in a fair 
way to reach an eminence among 
the cities of the West which will 
attract the attention of capitalists 
of the East. 


"As to location, we can boast 


around us the richest farming 
country on the face of the globe: 
an almost 
inexhaustible 
water 


power, which is doing much for 
our benefit; with a railroad com- 
munication with the East, West, 
North and South, and others in 
contemplation. Were we to prog- 
nosticate the true future of Dixon, 
those 
unacquainted 
with 
the 


minute particulars would consider 
us extravagant." 


'Rascal' Forges 
Land Certificate 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 30( 1857) 


—On Saturday last some' indi- 
vidual of no little amount of 
sagacity, and with the fear of 
Alton not before his eyes, by some 
means procured the seal of the 
Circuit Court of this County from 
the Clerk's office—wrote out a 
certificate of title to a piece of 
land belonging to the estate of 
Richard 
B. 
Loveland—and af- 


fixed the signature of George E. 
Haskcll, Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
The rascal, also secured, by some 
means, the original United States , 
patent to the land. He then went 
to Chicago, presented his papers 
to a money broker, J. M. Parker, ' 
and borrowed, on a deed of trust 
on the said property, six hundred 
dollars. 
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In 1883 


Gordon Oversfreef succeeded Mi 
/aWier as manager of Oversfreefi 
In 1927. 


Fred Overstreet 


Started a Tradition 


It was a Horse and buggy era; tHe telephone Ha'd just been in- 


t 


vented; the're were no electric lights. 


Brides had very few ring styles to choose from and wedding rings 
were almost invariably a heavy, plain gold band almost one-half 
inch wide. 
Watches were large, heavy and key-winding. The movement was 
sold separately, then combined with the case. Both were shown 
separately. 


This was long ago. But it was then that Fred Overstreet started 
a small watch repair and ring shop... and established a tradition 
passed on to and developed even more fully by his son, Gordon. 


Sixty-eight years have passed—and tremendous changes have 
been made not only in jewelry, but in every phase of American 
endeavor. But even today, the motto adopted by these men is still 
the backbone of our business, the basis for your fine support and 
confidence in us since 1883. It reads: 


"The most valued asset of any 
company is its unchallenged 
reputation for honest values, 
fair dealing and fine quality 
products" 


A! 


OVERSTREET'S 


Overstreet's today. One of the most modern, complete Jewelry Stores 
in Illinois, with over 68 years experience of pleasing the public. 
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1858 ... City Lit by Temperance Torch 
Strong Drink, Tight Corsets 
Targets of Professor's Scorn 


In late 1858 a movement which had been gathering 


force since the arrival of Dixon's first settlers began to 
sweep across the prairies like wildfire, enveloping Dixon 
along with other frontier towns of the new West in the white 
heat of fury against that destroyer of homes and happiness, 
John Barleycorn. 


The roaring inferno of righteousness reached its apex 


with the arrival in Dixon of one Professor Diocletian Lewis, 
physiologist, wit, lecturer, cricket expert, and champion of 
temperance. 


Lincoln Statue in Dixon 


As more and more familic 


moved to Dixon, bringing culture 
and sobering influences with them 
carefully nurtured sparks in th< 
form of small temperance organ 
izations were fanned into glowing 
embers. 


With the arrival of industries 


and the building of the city's 
two railroads, factory 
workers 


section hands and common labor- 
ers began to appear upon the 
scene. 
Many were immigrants 


who arrived too late to share in 
the government land grants en- 
joyed by the early settlers. Be- 
cause of the unstable economics 
of the times, and the ever present 
threat of bankruptcy of industries, 
wages were meager and unem- 
ployment a stalking terror. 


Rumscllers Wax Fat 


Under these conditions the rum- 


geller waxed fat 
with profits. 


Whiskey was of inferior quality 
and often contained strychnine 
and other poisonous drugs. Slaves 
of the demon rum neglected their 
families and often met untimely 
deaths, leaving their wives and 
children paupers. 


Responsible citizens met these 


onslaughts by organizing 
into 


temperance groups. 
From their 


pulpits, pastors consigned the sa- 
loonkeeper to eternal fire and 
brimstone. Lecturers brought their 
guns to bear on the rumsollers. 
When the state legislature ten- 
dered Dixon a city charter, the 
citizens voted it down, partly be- 
cause It contained no provisions 
to regulate the sale of liquor. 


Editor B. F. Shaw of the Dixon 


Telegraph launched his influential 
pen into the glorious crusade. Col 
umn after column was devoted to 
the evils of rum, and many a story 
told- of the tragedies which fol- 
lowed a bout with the bottle. The 
Telegraph's columns made space 
for contributions from its readers 
which invoked the flames of wrath 
upon the heads of the lowly sa- 
loonkeepers. 


Professor Diocletian Lewis' lec- 


tures, which began In early No- 
vember, 1858, lasted into the next 
year, and their fire reacted upon 
his audience of Dixonitcs as a ral- 
lying cry for the battle against 
strong drink. 


Women Raid Saloons 


At the professor's instigation 


the women of the town organized 
themselves , into the "M a r t h a 
Washington Association," to fight 
the demon rum. 
The professor 


promised the organization a hun- 
dred dollars with which to buy a 
banner if they would band togeth- 
er to visit the saloons and request 
the proprietors to desist from the 
sale of liquor. 


The Telegraph of Dec. 2, 1858, 


carried this item: 


"Tuesday afternoon of this week 


was the day chosen by the ladies 
of our town in which to visit the 
saloons of the place, and with 
their list of a thousand ladies' 
names, request them to stop, and 
forever, the sale of spirits." 


The professor, an early day 


Bernarr McFadden, scorned the 
practice favored by;the women of 
his day of wearing stiff whalebone 
corsets, and cited numerous in- 
stances of the sad demises of 
women who wore their corsets too 
tight. 


Organizes Athletics 


To divert his huge audiences, he 


organized physical culture groups 
and cricket clubs, and instigated 


November, an athletic event 


among the men, in which The 
Telegraph editor was persuaded 
to take part. The editor's account, 
in the Nov. 11, 1858, issue follows: 


"The excitement which has been 


on tiptoe for several days past 
with regard to the great footrace 
which came off today has at length 
been satisfied. 
Some sixty run- 


ners were on the ground; all full 
of zeal, and anxious to engage in 
the coming strife. The spirits of 
many were willing, but the flesh 
being weak, they came off second 
best and were run off the track. 
The quickest time was made by J. 
W. Hollenbcck, who ran 150 feet 
in about five seconds, taking the 
first prize, a set of fine gold studs. 
A. H. Fitch won the second. We 
were booked against one of the 
fastest runners on the course, and 
should have been beaten if—If— 
we had not been outrun; but as 
there were many others in the 
same fix, we bear our defeat with 
some grace." 


The False Prophet 


But 
the 
esteemed 
Professor 


Lewis, for all his good work, 
turned out to be a false prophet 
to many when he left Dixon with- 
out having fulfilled his promise to 
the women in buying them a ban- 
ner for their raids on the Dixon 
saloons. 


In the Feb. 3, 1859. issue of The 


Telegraph, Editor Shaw, writing 
after the language of the King 
James Bible a work entitled the 
"First Book of the Chronicles of 
Dixon," had this to say about the 
women and the professor: 


"But they went forth in the 


The statue of Abraham Lincoln, depicting him as a soldier at the age of 23, stands 


on the north bank of Rock river in Dixon, at the site of the old block fort 
r. ^I£!?colri.serv™ as Private and captain in the Blackhawk war, with headquarters at 
* ort Dixon in 1832. The State of Illinois has marked the place and event with this sta- 
tue which was dedicated on the last day of Dixon's big centennial celebration, Sep- 
tember 24, 1930. 


The memorial is the work of the noted sculptor, Leonard Crunelle, who is credited 


by critics with having created an outstanding imaginary conception of the great Amer- 
ican in nis youth. 


strength 
of the Lord, and the 


promised ensign was not with 
them; for the Doctor called Lewis 
had forgotten his promise to the 
noble women 
and chose • to 


<eep back the price thereof, lov- 
ng the money more than the good 
cause in which they were en- 
gaged ... 


Elopes With Caitli 


"So the man Lewis, having fin- 


shed his work and labors of love 
n the goodly town of Dixon, and 


counted the gains thereof, gath 
ered up his instruments ... where 
with he had amused the pcopl 
. . . and took his spouse and he 
poodle dog, and with Lazurus, hi 
"friend," departed, drawn by 
i 


fiery chariot to a town in tlv 
Province of 
Winnebago, called 


Rockford." 


But the people 
of 
Rockford 


forewarned by the citizens of Dix 
on, did not welcome him in their 
city, and the "chronicles" conclude 
that 
t h e 
professor 
"dcpartcc 


thence, and the place of his so- 
journing being no longer known, 
there will be no more record' of 
him in 'the book of the Chron- 
icles of Dixon.' " 
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A L L F O R O N E . . . 


ONE FOR A L L ! 


\ 


IN OIXON SINCE 1945 


We, the members of the Loyal Order of Moose, are proud to be 
citizens of Dixon. We have tried to do our part in the life of Dixon, 
to build good and honest business, intelligent and healthy families, 
clean and comfortable homes. Our growth makes us proud of our 
efforts. 


We believe in Dixon with all our hearts and we sincerely hope that 
the next one hundred years will bring health, happiness and prosperity 
to this and coining generations. 


Loyal Order of Moose 


OFFICERS: 


GlenJIeaton - Olivia Wiemken - Ray W. Ommrn 


George O. Wryant • Theodore Stage . Harold Slmklns 


TRUSTEES: 


Ralph Johnson . Jock Kennaugh - Theodore Hlnrichs 


1911 
1951 


Lincoln's Last Visit 
To Dixon Was in 1858 


Abraham Lincoln, whose career is deeply rooted in the 


history of Illinois, was in Dixon on several occasions and was 
last reported here in 1858. Q 


On August 27 of that year, on a special train made up at 


Amboy, he journeyed from Augusta in Hancock county to 
Freeport for his memorable debate with Stephen A Doug- 
las, the Little Giant of oratory. 


Citizens Change 
Minds on Charter 


Between the spring and winter 


of 1858 the citizens of Dixon 
changed their minds regarding the 
hotly contested issue of "town vs. 
city." 


In April of that year, the pro- 


posed city charter was defeated 
by a vote of 231 to 219. 


On December 9, the Republican 


& Telegraph reported: 


"The charter election which 


came off on Saturday last, result- 
ed in a majority in favor of the 
charter of 216 to 65 against." 


Apparently there were many 


who preferred not to vote in the 
December election. 


It was not until 1859 that the 


city charter was passed at the 
session of the state legislature "to 
take effect immediately." 


Arrival of Steamer 
Surprises Citizens 


(Republican & Telegraph, Aug. 


5, 1858)—Our citizens and the ur- 
chins were somewhat surprised on 
Friday last .it the arrival of the 
Steamer Rockford off our shores. 
It is the first time she has visited 
Dixon, though she has been for 
sometime past running between 
Rockford • and Oregon, 
carrying 


grain and produce. 


Were the steamer of sufficient 


size, Capt. Hill, her commander, 
would run regular trips between 
this place and Rockford this sum- 
mer.—Another year the boat will 
be enlarged by adding thirty feet 
in length and eight in width, with 
cabin and sleeping apartments, and 
all other necessary accommoda- 
tions for eating and lodging. She 
has made several excursions be- 
tween Grand .Detour 
and 
this 


place, which have been enjoyed oy 
many. 
Success to her enterpris- 


ing captain. 


Horse Thieves Run 
'Lucrative' Business 


(Republican & Telegraph, Sept. 


9, 1858)—Rather a lucrative busi- 
ness has bee going on of late in 
the way of stealing horses. Tho 
occupation seems to be a safe one, 
too, as each individual thief, of 
the many we have heard of during 
the last week, has made good his 
escape with a stolen horse. 


SCHOOLS KEEP PACE 
WITH CITY'S GROWTH 


The first.high school in Dixon was opened in August! 


1858. 
F 


The present building along the north bank of Rock rivet 


was ready for classes in the fall of 1929 and was erected afca 
cost of $600,000. 
»1 


The high school of 1858 was held in the old Methodisfl 


church building on East Second street and A. H. Fitch 
the first superintendent. 
Early Educator 


Lincoln Friend 


This speech was reported for 


Chicago and eastern newspapers 
by B. F. Shaw, editor of The Tele- 
graph. 


Lincoln's train stopped for some 


ime at Dixon where a large dele- 
gation boarded for Freeport. 


Other Visits Here 


History 
also 
records 
several 


ithcr visits in Dixon. As a captain 
during the Blackhawk War, Lin- 
oln is said to have spent 18 days 
here. During another term of cn- 
istment, he marched over the 
alcna Trail, a portion of which, 
Ow deeply rutted and overgrown 
'ith trees, runs through Lowell 
Park and across the Hazelwood 
>asturc. 


Lincoln's,only known travel over 


he Lincoln Highway was when 
oseph Crawford drove him- out to 
the Crawford farm at the Maples. 


Later, Lincoln stayed at the 


^Jachusa Tavern here at a time 
vhen he made a speech. He was 
nee given a reception by his old 
riend, Judge John V. Eustace, at 


the latter's home, 303 E. Boyd 
street. 


Boulder Marks Occasion 


A boulder in the Lee County 


courthouse square for a long time 
carried the date of September 8, 
1856, as the time that Lincoln 
made a speech here. Judge George 
Dixon, however, was convinced 
through study that Lincoln was at 
Springfield on that date and that 
the date of Lincoln's speech here 
was July 17, 1856. Through the 
efforts of Judge Dixon, this cor- 
rection has been made on the stone 
marker. The speech at that time 
was made by Lincoln in behalf of 
Freemont, 
while Douglas 
was 


speaking elsewhere throughout the 
state for Buchanan. 


As later related by Edgar A. 


Patrick, who as a small boy was 
present at that speech, there were 
Lwo rival poles in the square. One, 
'or the Republicans, was made of 
jointed, shaved pine with a gilded 
liberty cap on the top and the 
American flag; and another, the 


E. C. SMITH 


One of Dixon's best known edu- 


cators was Prof. E. C. Smith, who 
shaped the education of three gen- 
erations in Dixon. 


Born in New York State in 1829, 


he taught school for a year in 
Geneva, 111., in 1851. and three 
years as superintendent of the 
Seminary at Rock Island, before 
coming to Dixon in 1855 to help 
organize the Dixon Collegiate In- 
stitute. 


In 1861 he began work in the 


Dixon public schools on the South 
side, remaining until 1886, when 
he became principal of the North 
Side school. 


During his 43 years in Dixon, 


he was for 40 years a deacon of 
the Baptist church and superin- 
tendent of Sunday school. 


He died Aug. 17, 1898. 


Egqs Are 5 Cents 
Per Dozen in'58 


NOAH BROOKS 


Noah Brooks, close friend 
of 


N THE EARLY 1900's 


the Cledon Candy Company, Inc., was es- 
tablished. From 1908 until now, we have 
prided ourselves on quality—the quality 
that has made Cledon's candy a byword in 
this community and elsewhere in the nation. 


It has been our sincere pleasure to serve you 
well. With even greater pleasure we will 
continue to make the fine candy you, your 
family and friends have always enjoyed— 
candy that represents the best of ingredi- 
ents, the utmost in skill and experience. 


JAMES CLEDON 
PAUL NESS 
PEARL MacGREGOR 


Abraham Lincoln about whom he 
wrote many books, was engaged 
in the furniture business in Dixon 
in a salesroom on Galena Ave- 
nue. He soon tired of merchan- 
dizing and left Dixon before the 
Civil War. 
Gradually he drifted 


west and finally reached Califor- 
nia where he became interested in 
newspaper work. 
About the be- 


ginning of the war, he returned 
east and became a war 
corre- 


spondent for a New York paper. 


Cost of living, by the standards 


ot today, was 
much 
lower 93 


years ago. Eggs, for instance, 
were selling at five cents per doz- 
en, but chickens sjill 'demanded 
"the old price of 40 cents a pair" 
and The Telegraph declared that 
"pullets are too high!" 


Generally, however, all necessi- 


ties of life were cheap and the edi- 
tor declared "we can not com- 
plain of hard times." 


River Travelers 
Depend on Game 


Rock river, in 1858, was a thor- 


oughfare for travelers and his- 
tory records the visits of many 
en route through Dixon. 


In one such report, printed in 


The Telegraph June 3, 1858, it is 
stated that "a few days since a 
flat boat, freighted with a happy 
family 
passed 


of emigrants for Texas, 
down Rock river . The 


Democrats' pole, made of unshav- 
ed hickory with a long streamer— 
"but no flag." The Backus fife and 
drum corps of Grand Detour fur- 
nished music. 


Jefferson Davis Also -Here 


In connection with Hie history 


of Dixon and Lincoln's visits here, 
it is also to be recalled that during 
the Blackhawk War, Jefferson 
Davis, the man who was later to 
become President of the Confeder- 
acy and the Civil War enemy of 
Lincoln, was'also at Dixon. At that 
time both he and Lincoln were 
united under a common flag in the 
fight against the Indians. 


Horse Trainer Shows 
Remarkable Skills 


(Republican & Telegraph, Dec. 


2, 1858)—John Dolan, a very suc- 
cessful horse tamer, has been exer- 
cising his skill on some of the 
most wild and vicious horses of 
this vicinity. After a few lessons 
with them in private with any 
horse, Mr. D. can ride them with- 
out saddle or bridle, beating a 
drum; or cause them to follow him- 
through the street. 


CARRIES LINCOLN SPEECH 
The Republican & Telegraph 


printed a speech made in Chicago 
on July 10, 1858, by Abraham 
Lincoln, in his campaign against 
Stephen A. Douglas for U. S. scna-' 
tor. 


man owned the boat, depended on 
the game he could shoot on the 
river for provisions. He had but 
little money." 


City Merchant Stocks 
Economical Coal Oil 


(Republican & Telegraph, Nov. 


18, 1858)—We hear that Higgins, 
of the firm of Higgins & Bro. has 
been improving his store in various 
ways, and adding to his stock of 
medicines and fancy articles. He 
has also on hand a quantity of the 
new coal oil, which it is said costs 
but from 3 to 5 cents per night to 
burn, 


Rock River Overflows 
Bonks in June, 1858 


(Republican & Telegraph, June 


3, 1858)—Rock River is at this 
time 
swollen 
to 
overflowing 


banks. It is higher than we have 
ever known it before. The wagon 
bridges at this place are swept 
away by the flood. 


Hording Elected 
Sheriff in 1858 


The Republican & Telegraph re- 


ported the results of the county 
elections of November 2, 1858, as 
follows: Sheriff, Lester Harding; 
coroner, Henry O. Kelsey. Douglas 
won scnatorshlp over Lincoln. 


MACHINE SHOP COMPLETED 


(Republican & Telegraph, June 


10, 1858)—Wm. C. Vanosdcl, we 
notice, has now in course of com- 
pletion 
a 
three-story machine 


shop, below the Illinois Central 
railroad depot. He has now in 
operation in the building two large 
planing machines, which are run 
by, * good sized atcam engine. 


| 
This school climaxed the earlj 


history of schools in Dixon—a his| 
tory which, like that of the tov 
itself, began in pioneer days. 


First Record of School 


The first record of a school inl 


Dixon recounts how a handful of 
students gathered in the log caWil 
of John Dixon in 1833. In this first! 
classroom were the children oil 
John Jixon and of O. W. Kellogg, I 
his brother-in-law, and a few! 
others. The first teacher was John! 
K. Robison, 
later 
of 
Meluginsj 


Grove, 


In 1837, a one-story 
frame! 


building, twenty by thirty feet, was I 
built east of the Truman home and I 
in 1839 was moved to the east side.l 
of Ottawa avenue, back of 
Dixon theatre. In 1841, Judge W.| 
W. Heaton taught there. 


The original subscription list forj 


the erection of this first school isf 
still in existence. 


Used for 1'ublic Meetings 


The building was used for public I 


meetings and the three first terms 
of the Circuit court of Lee county, 
when organized, were held there. 
Here, too, the early Methodist, I 
Episcopal and Baptist groups hoUfl 
their meetings on alternating SvX- I 
days. 


Its removal from its first site I 


was at night, by stealth, made by 
prominent citizens, headed by N. j 
G. H. Morrill, because one John 
Van Arnam had bought the lot and 
claimed the building with it. 


Later on this old building was 


moved to the corner of Main and 
Hennepin and was burned in the 
fire of 1859. 
-»| 


In 1840 there were 30 sch«Uf'| 


children in the town. 


By 1851 the old school was aban- 


doned and one of stone took Its 
place on Hennepin avenue where 
later in modern times the Heck- 
man garage was located. 


$40 Per Month 


The first teacher at the ston« 


school was Col. Henry T. Noble, 
who received $-10 a month for hil 
services. 
He was succeeded bj 


Charles N. Lcvanway, FrcderiW 
A. Soule and William Barge, whose ' 
services terminated in 1859. 


At that time Dixon was enjoying 


a tremendous real estate boom'and ; 
land sold at astonishing prices for •' 
that time. In 1855, it was voted ' 
to build a Union school at a cost of > 
$6,000 on the site which later be- , 
came the J. C. Ayres residence. J 
Here Barge organized the first 
graded school in Lee county. 


Prior to this, on December 


1854, what later became the A. H". 
Bosworth home in North Dixon, 
was opened as a school with ac- 
commodations for 130 pupils. 


In 1862, E. C. Smith, long cs- 


tccincd as an educator and for 
many years superintendent of the 
high schools on both the north and 
south sides of the river, becanio 
the combined principal and high 
school superintendent. 


E. C. Smith School 
,^ 


In the fall and winter of 1868'- 


69, the old North Dixon high school 
building was erected at a cost of 
$20,000. The following year, the 
old red brick "E. C. Smith" high 
school building was erected at a 
cost of $30,000 and was later de- 
voted to grade school classes. ' . 


In 1889 a new high school build- 


ing was constructed in North 
Dixon to take the place of a small 
primary school standing just wesj 
of the original North Dixon hi] 
school. 


The Woodworth school in De- 


ment Town was erected in 1866 
and later the Truman and Love- 
land schools were added. 


The White Brick school on the 


south side was first erected! in 
1887 and enlarged in 1892-93. ; It 
was renovated after a fire and 
later served as a high school until 
the opening of the present build- 
ing on the north bank of the RocO 
river in 1929. 
; 


Other Schools 
i 


There have been other noted 


school facilities in Dixon, but 
changing times and needs have 
doomed them all to extinction. 
However, in their day they sent 
forth scholars whose names and 
fame have added glory to this and 
other states. 
' 


The Dixon Collegiate Institute, 


which soon expired, was succecde<f';i^ 
in the name of the Dixon 
" ' 
Semi-" S 


I 


nary in 1863 and later on, in 1875, 
by the Rock River University, sit- 
uatcd on the commanding position 
on the brow of the present Bluff 
Park and used in its first year by 
the new Northern Illinois Normal 
school. In 1882 it was moved '.to 
the campus in west Dixon under | 
the same name and was later 
I 


known as Dixon College which had 
•! 


a somewhat brief, 
but glorioun-»l| 


existence, and afforded an educa*"J 
tion to many thousands of young 1 
people. In its time it was the 
5 


largest school by far in Illinois' 
•.{ 


and 
for 
many years 
alumni 
'\ 


gathered together to celebrate | 
its fame. 
| 


The Catholic parochial school in | 


Dixon was begun in 1872.- 
1 


Other schools— which' have since 
] 


passed 
into history— were 
the 
f 


Stcinmann Institute 
and Rock - L 


Btver Military Academy, 


T 
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ROYAL JONES 
. 


1869 - 1904 


The founder of the Jones Funeral 
Home in 1897, its first location be- 
ing at 110 E. First St. After his 
'death in 1904, Celia A. Jones car- 
ried on the business until 1928 
when she was joined by her son, 
J. Willard Jones. 


. 


v 
J. WILLARD JONES 


1901 - 1947 


A partner from 1928 to 1947, ha 
actively conducted the business 
with his mother, Cclia A. Jones 
Hia interest in the business Is now 
being carried on by his wife, Eli- 
zabeth H. Jones. 


1897 
54 YEARS 
1951 


SERVICE TO THE LIVING 


CELIA A. JONES 


Since the death of Royal Jones in 
1904, she has conducted the Jones 
Funeral Home in four different 
locations in Dixon. She has the 
distinction of having been the first 
lady embalmer in Lee Co., and tht 
fourth in the state of Illinois. 


Funeral customs have greatly improved since 1897 when Royal Jones founded 
this service on East First St., Dixon. 


The Jones Funeral Home, one of the oldest funeral directors in Dixon, has kept 
abreast of the changes down through the years so that its service is as complete, 
and modern as can he. Jones Funeral Home' offers to residents of Dixon and 
vicinity everything that would make for comfort, convenience and ease of those 
who have occasion to use it. 


A friendly homey atmosphere always prevails with full regard for quiet dignity. 


As we pause to look back upon our progress with Dixon, we pledge to render, 
as always, personal service that has distinguished the Jones Funeral Home, and 
to serve all families in the same manner in which we, ourselves, would be served. 


ELIZABETH H. JONES 


Surviving partner and wife of J. 
Willard Jones, she la now actively 
engaged in the conduct of the 
Jones Funeral Home. She is a 
graduate of the University of Min- 
nesota, class of 1925, and the \Vor« 
Bham College of Embalming. 


Many of our "Old Timers" will remember the conveyances, of which the above is a 
replica, which were used in the early days of the Jones Funeral Home* 


LEO A. MILES 


Associated with the Jones Funeral 
Home since 1937, Leo A. Miles la 
a graduate funeral director and 
embalmer of Worshams College, 
Chicago. He is a member of tho 
Elks, Moose, American Legion and 
the Navy Club of Dixon. He live* 
ftt 219 Stotl Ave, Dixon. 


This present day fleet of Cadillacs is available to all who am served by, the Jones 
Funeral Home, ^- 


DDCON, ILLINOIS JONES FUNERAL HOME 


Licensed Embalmeis and Funeral Directors — Ambulance Service 
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1859 
Business District Swept by Fire 


Bucket Brigades Confine 
City's Loss to $33,375 


. A fire, destroying $33,375 worth of property, swept 


through the business section of Dixon in October of 1859. 


The fire was believed to have been the work of arsonists 


according to an account in the Republican & Telegraph of 
October 20 which reported: "No clue has been had to the in- 
cendiaries who fired the city on Friday morning last." 


The blaze started between the 


millinery store of Mrs. Harwood 
and Roberts & McKay's hat store 
on First street and'extended west 
and north, sweeping more thaft 
half the block. 
From there the 


fire 
swept south 
across First 


ctreet 
block. 


destroying another half 


Women Help 


Bucket brigades, many of them 


assisted by Dixon women, pre- 
vented the fire from 
spreading 


across Galena street and sweep- 
Ing the whole business section of 
the town. The bucket lines form- 
ed at the river and the buildings 
along the east side of Hennepin 
street were kept drenched with 
water. 


A westerly wind would have 


carried the'fire across the street 
despite the efforts of the citizens. 


It is reported that the entire 


conflagration lasted lesa than an 
hour. 


Ihe editor of the Republican 


ft Telegraph, commenting on 
the destruction by fire, said: 


"Immediate!? after the next 


.fin'and the entire destruction 
of the city, it will be advisable 
to procure a fire engine and 
organize a fire company." 


Political Alliances 
Wax and Wane 


Acting Mayor, '59 


\ Among the losses reported from 
ithe fire were: 
Roberts & McKay, hatters $2,500; 
Witt & Curry, grocers, $3.500; 
McL. Woodsworth, furniture, $2,- 
000; Q. Ely, building. $6,000; Jas. 
McKinney, grocer. $1.000; Gallup 
A Co., grocers, $4,100; Robertson, 
Eelta A Co., building, $1.200; D. 
B. Ayres, merchant, wholly in- 
sured; Mrs. Dickson, milliner, $4,- 
000; Barry, house, $1,400; Mrs. 
Harwood, $1,500; E. Hope, meat 
market, $250; Reed, shoemaker, 
$250; Mrs. Moore, dwelling, $500; 
Dumphee & Finch, artists, $600; 
Chas. Happel, jeweler, $175; S. S. 
Williams, storehouse. $1.500; H. 
Yeakle, furniture; E. B. Stiles, 
building, $1,000; H. Loveland $100; 
Mm. Fanny Dixon, barn, $1,000; 
Mr. Barlow's, 14 sewing machines, 
$800. 


"Dixon Will Rise" 


The following week, on October 


27, the newspaper reported that 
Dixon would rise again. 


"Who dares say Dixon Is dead?" 


the editor asked. "Yet there are 
those who have predicted that the 
late fire would ruin us; no such 
thing. As Phoenix rose from her 
ashes, so will Dixon rise immeas- 
urably greater than she ever was 
before. Instead of unsafe wooden 
buildings that were burned, in six 
months we shall 
see 
beautiful 


blocks of stone and brick arising 
ta their places. ..." 
Robbery Victim 
Thanks Burglars 


(Republican & Telegraph, Mar. 


8, 1S59)—Last night the black- 
smith shop of J. E. Barr, near the 
new bridge, was entered through 
the window—the burglars care- 
fully taking out the lights and 
depositing them upon the ground 
—and what change happened to be 
there, together with a counterfeit 
$5 bill on the Bank of Commerce. 
Washington, D. C., was taken. Mr. 
Barr offers a reward of $5 for the 
detection of the parties concerned, 
and returns them 
his sincere 


thanks for being so careful not to 
break the glass taken, from the 
window. 


Brooks' Pointing 
Shows Early Dixon 
The oil painting showing Dixon 
in 1837 which now hangs in the 
Dixon Public library was painted 
by Noah Brooks in 18S9. 


Brooks, a friend of Lincoln, was 


a Dixon merchant in that year. 
The Republican A Telegraph re- 
ported on April 28, 1859: 


"It afford us (L S. Boardman) 


great pleasure to notice a paint- 
ing, executed by Noah Brooks, 
Esq., of this city, of the old block 
house and its surroundings as it 
stood on First and Peoria streets 


The political alliance of "some 


Dixonites" waxed and waned with 
the moon, according to a report 
made in The Republican & Tele- 
graph on March 10, 1859. On that 
date the post office advertised a 
letter addressed "To the man in 
Dixon who has changed his po- 
litical views the oftenest in one 
year." 


The post office workers were 


"hard put" to discover the person 
for whom the letter was intended, 
and the editor reported: "We have 
some, who like the moon, renew 
themselves with each month." 


*Luckey Bridge' 
To Cost $1 LOGO 


The Dixon city council met on 


June 11; 1859 and contracted with 
Z. H. Luckey to build a bridge at 
the foot of Galena street. 


The bridge, with an outside foot 


passage, was to be built for the 
sum of 511,000 of which §8,000 
was raised by subscriptions and 
reliable" pledges. 


The bridge was scheduled for 


completion by January 1, 1860. 


$4.75 for Coal 
Poses Moot Point 


Just before Christmas in 1859 


the editor of the Republican & 
Telegraph was undecided whether 
it was cheaper to live or to die. 


Reporting on the fact that coal 


was selling for $4.75 his editorial 
comment was: "Whew!" 
Added 


to his concern was a report from 
New Orleans that funeral expenses 
"are so heavy". This, he wrote, 
posed the problem "whether it be 
cheaper to live or freeze in Dixon. 
It is a mooted question for our 
citizens to decide for themselves. 
Our mind Is unsettled." 
• • • 


After the New Year, Isaac 


Means, coal dealer, advertised in 
the newspaper: 


"The Editor of the Republican 


& Telegraph stated last week that 
coal in Dixon was $4.75; he re- 
ferred of course to those parties 
who have theirs carried up from 
two to four flights of. stairs and 
In which case the charge is $4.75; 
his coal coming somewhat under 
this head; coal on the track is 
$3.75 per ton, $4.25 delivered on 
the sidewalk, or $2.25 for half a 
ton delivered. Isaac Means, coal 
dealer." 


CLERK OVERSLEEPS; 


EDITOR MISSES DEADLINE 
(Republican & Telegraph, June 


9.1859)—At a meeting of the City 
Council last" evening, the amend- 
ment to the License ordinance was 
brought up. but the City Clerk 
overslept himself 
this morning, 


and we are therefore unable to 
obtain the proceedings for today's 
publication. "Awake, O ."'---eper, 
and arise!" 


FLOUR BUSINESS FLOWERS 


(Republican & Telegraph, Apr. 


21, 1859)—We learn 
that 
the 


Steam Flouring Mill of Daley & 
Co., has been taken by J. Chene> 
& Co., who are now refitting and 
preparing for an extensive trade 
in the flour business. 


JOSEPH CRAWFORD 


Joseph Crawford was born in 


'Pike's Peak or Bust' 
Challenges Dixon Men 


Columbia County, Pennsylvania, 
May 19. 1811, and came to Lee 
County in 1835. He was appoint- 
ed surveyor for northwestern Illi- 
nois in 1836 and elected County 
Surveyor of Lee County in 1840 
and served for 18 years. He was 
a, member of the First Board of 
Supervisors of Lee 
County in 


1841, and was elected to repre- 
ent Lee and Whiteside counties 
ac the state legislature in 1849. 
He was re-elected to the same 


ffice in 1853. 


Bank President 


He was one of the charter mem- 
icrs of the Lee County National 
Bank, organized in 
1865. 
and 


ervecl as its president until his 
death. 


He served as acting mayor of 


Dixon from March 23 to April 6 
vhen Amos C. Stedman -was elect- 


He was later 
elected 
as 


•nayor in 1873 and re-elected for 
wo following terms. 


He died August 11, 1891. 


Editor Predicts 
Theft of Horse 


The editor of the Republican & 
'elegraph was right about a pre- 
iction he made in his newspaper 


June 30, 1859. 
On that date, he reported that 


ic "was at loss". "Some villain," 
ic wrote, "stole our saddle the 
alter part of last week. We shall 
expect soon to hear of the loss of a 
'ine 
horse 
from 
some man's 


premises." 


He was right. 
In an advertisement in the same 


ssue of the newspaper, a five- 
dollar reward was offered along 
ivith the notice that a two-year 
old colt had been "lost or sto'len" 
about three miles from Dixon. 


Greeley Admonishes 
Autograph-Seeker 


Although he received a repri- 


mand, 
a 
y o u n g 
autograph- 


seeker achiex-ed his purpose when 
he wrote to Horace Greeley for 
he New York editor's signature. 


The young man, according to a 


Republican & Telegraph 
story 


dated February 24, received the 
'ollowing reply: 


"Young man! 
You can be in 


better business than in seeking for 
anybody's autograph. H. Greeley." 


"DIXON ADVERTISER" IS 


ABSORBED 


Nov. 24, ^1859, The Dixon Ad- 


vertiser was absorbed by the He- 
publican & Telegraph, 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


(Republican & Telegraph, Sept 


15, 1859)—The Yeakle House has 
found a new.name and proprietor 
under the cognomen of "People's 
Hotel," Enos Miller proprietor. 


The lure of gold—described aa 


a "fever"—raged through the na- 
tion in 1859 and swept several 
Dixon men in its glittering wake, 
carrying them off to the far west. 


Prospectors were seen tramp- 


ing across the nation with pack- 
sacks, picks and shovels and on 
their backs was often the Mgend: 
'Pike's Peak or Bust!" 
The Republican & Telegraph re- 


ported in 1859 that several Dixon 
men—and among 
them 
Editor 


B. F. Shaw—were caught in this 
fever 
which 
proclaimed 
that 


"thar's gold in them thar hills." 


On February 3, the newspaper 


carried the item: "Capt. Abbott 
and a few others, being'tired of 
life in Dixon, left 
on Monday 


morning for the gold diggings." 


Their departure and that ot 


others created a gnawing urge in 
the heart 
of 
the 
adventurous 


editor. 
This is evident 
in 
his 


printed musings: "A company of 
gold seekers on their way 
to 


Pike's Peak, has just passed our 
window." 


It wasn't long after 
that—in 


early March—that Shaw printed 
his Valedictory and headed for 
the western hills. 


Before his departure, the editor 


wrote in the newspaper of Feb- 
ruary 10: 


"Pike's Peak fever still rages to 


an alarming extent, carrying off 
many of our best citizens, heads of 
families, leaving a score of dis- 
consolate widows to mourn their 
loss, and, 
in 
many 
instances, 


heart-broken creditors to weep 
over unpaid bills . . ." 


After Shaw's, departure, I. S. 


Boardman became editor of the 
Republican & Telegraph, main- 
taining that "the political charac- 
ter of this sheet 
will 
be 
un- 


changed." 
• 


On March 3, the newspaper car- 


ried the announcement: 


"The cow train, for the Peak, 


will start about the 1st of April,' 
consisting of about sixty milch 
cows; A. L. Porter, Conductor." 


No fabulous successes in the 


search for gold were ever re- 
ported by those who returned. 


Editor Not Empty-Handed 
After Gold Search in West 


When the "gold bug" stung B. F. Shaw, first editor 


of The Telegraph, like many other Dixonites he headed 
for the western hills, laying aside his journalistic pen 
and taking up a pick and shovel. 
« 


When, later, he returned to Dixon, he was not 


empty-handed. There were no gold nuggets in his sack, 
but The Republican & Telegraph on June 23, 1859, re- 
ported that "B. F. Shaw, former editor of this paper, 
and Jerome Hollenbeck, Esq., returned from the Rocky 
Mountains last week, apparently not at all disheartened 
by their westward trip." 


He had, as the report stated, "something interest- 
ing." 


The account continues: "Mr. Shaw has shown us a 


specimen of Rocky Mountain cactus, unlike anything of 
the kind ever before exhibited here. He took it from 
the mountains and has brought it carefully preserved in 
mountain earth, thus exhibited his good sense in return- 
ing with something interesting. In the absence of min- 
eral wealth we have a vegetable which is worth seeing. 
Call at Mr. Shaw's residence and examine it." 


AMOS C. STEDMAN 


Dixon's first elected mayor un- 


der its city charter, which went 
nto effect in 1859. was Amos C- 
Stedman. 
Mr. Stedman went into 


office April 6, 1859, after results 
from a mayoralty election earlier 
in the year had been thrown, out. 


He succeeded Acting Mayor Jo- 


seph Crawford, who served until 
i second election was held, result- 
,ng in Stedman'a election. 


Mr. Stedman guided, the city of 


Dixon through two years under 
the new charter, serving as mayor 
also in 1860. He was a member 
of the board of trustees under the 
old town charter for 1855. 


Editor in 1859 


7ive Dollars Offered 
?or Clean-Up Drive 


In July, 1859 the Republican & 
'elegraph "sponsored" a clean-up 
ampaign in Dixon by suggesting 
o the city fathers that five dollars 
)e appropriated for the "cleansing 
f our principal streets." 
Among the items which were 


;sted as "flying about" were: old 
'apers. old hats and all kinds of 
ubbish. This, the newspaper said, 
.-an a source of annoyance to 
many, "as well as something of 
.n injury to the reputation of our 
Ity." 


Early Day Sharpies Fail 
To Hornswoggle Editor 


in 1837 
River." 


on our arrival on Rock 


DOG'S BITE IS -FATAL 


|( ^ (Republican & Telegraph, June 


16, 1859)—On Saturday morning 
last, Patrick Sullivan, a resident 
of the Fourth ward in this city, 
died of hydrophobia, 
from 
the 


effects of a bite In the hand by a 
mad dog that came from the di- 
rection of Sugar Grove., • ' 


SCHOOL IN DEMENT TOWN 


(Republican & Telegraph. Mar. 


17, • 1869)— A public school 
has 


been opened in Dement town, with 
a commencement of 82 pupils. 
Miss Swlnbern is the principal. 


. LURE OF GOLD 


(Republican & Telegraph, Apr. 


7, 1850)—An average 
of 
four 


teams a day pass through this city 
tnrout* for the Peak, 


The infancy of American jour- 


nalism had its many evils, one of 
the worst being the poor ethics 
practiced by many advertisers of 
the day, before responsible editors 
finally took it upon themselves to 
organize into state and national 
groups and establish certain stand- 
ards to protect their columns 
against misrepresented claims and 
tricks of certain unscrupulous in- 
dividuals and firm*,. 


One of the worst evils was the 


exorbitant claims of manufactur- 
ers of certain patent medicines, 
who claimed for their products the 
cure of most of the diseases then 
known to man. 


Another evil was the Nineteenth 


Century version of the serial story, 
a device which in some Instances 
put the later Hollywood "cliff- 
hanger" aerial to shame. Large, 
fly-by-night 
journals, . w h i c h 


sprang up in the east In'the turbu- 
lent journalistic era of the times, 
resorted to a unique and unethical 
advertising trick to gain readers. 


These publications paid, small 


town editors regular advertising 
rates to nin in two consecutive 
weeks, two chapters of a piece of 
current fiction to which the larger 
publication had bought the rights. 
After reading two chapters, the 
avid reader was then informed 
that he could read the rest of the 
story by purchasing a copy of the 


larger' publication. 


The fiction was largely of poo: 


and sensational quality, catering 
to low and Ignorant tastes. Al 
though many small town editor 
abhorred the blood-curdling mate 
rial, most of them accepted It a 
legitimate advertising rates, prob 
ably feeling in the financial stres 
of the times that the advertising 
revenue enabled the paper to sta; 
alive and serve a public purpos 
which outweighed the 
fiction' 


harmful effects. 


The editor of The Telegrapl 


printed these stories along wit 
other editors of the day, but wit 
one difference, which marked hi 
straightforwardness and honesty 


When he ran in his columns on 


of the distasteful stories, which in 
volvcd several wanton murder 
Including that of a helpless Infant 
and in which another Infant wa. 
fed an opium derivative to keep I 
quiet, the editor placed in a prornl 
nent spot In his editorial column 
in the Mar. .1, 1859, issue, the fol 
lowing notice: 


"It Is due to our readers, to stnt 


that the tale of the "Hiddc 
Hand," found upon our first page 
Is an advcrtlsprrwnt sent us fron 
the N. Y. Ledger, for publishin 
which we receive pay. We stop th 
story with this issue." 


River Rivalry 


There was rivalry on the rlx*er 


n 1859 — with navigation com- 
panies outbidding each other in 
he effort to obtain the public's 
business. 


The 
Telegraph 
reported 
on 


March 17, 1859 that " a tremen- 
dous opposition haa sprung up 
)et\veen the navigation companies 
occupying the river at this place 
The enterprising commander of 
the South Line having reduced the 
fare to four cents, the unvan 
quished Lloyd & Co., underbid and 
carry single for three." 


Schottisch, Polka 
Popular in 1859 


(Republican & Telegraph, Feb 


S, 1859)—It has become somewha 
fashionable of late, throughou 
this country, in dancing assem 
blies, to "mix in" during the eve 
ning some half-a-dozen or more 
what are termed "fancy dances,' 
to wit: the Schottisch,-Polka, Ma 
zurka, Redowa, etc. The term 
"fancy" is npt a misnomer when 
we trace their origin back to th 
sources from- whence they ema 
nated, namely, the grisettes o 
Paris and the occupants of th 
Water street dance houses in ou 
great commercial metropolis . 


Dixon Is 'Deserted' 
In Harvest Season 


(Republican & Telegraph, Aug 


4, 1859)—All life and animatlor 
seems to hax'e deserted town 
gone to the country. Everywhere 
the clatter of the sickle give 
signs of busy life among the farm 
ers, while for a few days past ou 
towns-folk are busily engaged in 
watching their deserted places o 
business. 


MILL CHANGES OWNERSHIP 


(Republican & Telegraph, June 


16. 1859)—The Dixon Mills hav 
partially changed owners. 
Mr 


Godfrey has sold his interest, ant 
his sons with Mr. Jerome, now 
have the establishment in charge 


JUNIOR EDITOR "DEPARTS" 
April 21, 1859. S. W. Beckwith 


"junior editor," terminated his 
connection with the Republican 
Telegraph. 


'Public Receptacle' 


A jail in 1859 was referred to 


as " a public receptacle." 


In that year Marshal Curry, 


under direction from the city 
authorities prepared 
a 
"public 


receptacle", according to a report 
in the Republican & Telegraph. 


Lodging was 
free 
"for indi- 


viduals who prefer public keeping 
o private expense." This jail was 
ocated on Hennepin 
street 
in 


Dixon., 


The free lodgings were put to 


food use later in the year (Sep- 
.ember. 15) when the newspaper 
reported that "several prisoners 
have been inserted in the city 
calaboose during the week for 
riot." 


Best-Seller in 1859 
is Guidebook to Gold 


With many Dixon 
men, and 


among them Editor B. F. Shaw, 
treking off to the gold fields in 
1859, one of the year's best-sellers 
was the 
Handbook of the Gold 


Fields which was stocked by the 
firm of Messrs. Hawley & Gilbert. 


This 


"many 


book, 
useful 


it 
was said, 


hints 
which 


had 
will 


prove of no" little value to the emi- 
grant. It is a complete guide to 
the gold fields, by the several 
routes, giving distances, camping 
grounds, necessary 
outfits, and 


many other items which experi- 
ence alone can suggest." The edi- 
tor of The Telegraph said, "Every 
man who contemplates a trip to 
Kansas, Nebraska and Pike's Peak 
should have It In his possession.' 


RUNAWAY HORSES 


CAUSE DAMAGE 


(Republican & Telegraph. July 


14, 1859)—Cheney's team 
ran 


away yesterday, and brought up 
against Dr. Nash's hitching post, 
demolishing his sign. The store is 
left, however, and all who wish 
to consult his large experience, or 
use his medicines, can give him a 
call. 


LOCAL HEN MAKES NEWS 
(Republican & Telegraph, Feb 


10, 1859)—We have been 
pre- 


sented with a hen's egg. weighing 
three ounces, and measuring seven 
inches in circumference. We dare 
not eat the thing, being fearful 
that Shanghai spurs and rooster 
crows might disturb our dignity. 


"GREAT PEDESTRIAN" 


RETURNS 


(Republican A Telegraph, Feb. 


24, 1859)—Mr. Santoc, our great 
pedestrian, has just returned from 
a thousand mile tramp through 
Iowa. 


THIEVES ROB CLOTHES LINES 


(Republican A Telegraph), Nov, 


3. 1859)—Thieves are still around. 
Mr. McKay had his clothes line 
robbed, on Monday night last; 
also, on the same night, some bed 
clothes stolen 
House. 


from the Mansion 


Mayor in 1859 


ISAAC S. BOARDMAN 


At the helm of the Dixon Tele- 


graph from 1859 to 
1868 
was 


Isaac S. Boardman, who took over 
the paper when B. F. Shaw left 
the newspaper to join the Pike's 
Peak gold-seekers in 1859. 


Born in Tioga County, N. Y., in 


1816, Mr. 
Boardman 
came to 


Dixon in 1837 and went into the 
mercantile business with S. M. 
Bowman. He was elected county 
clerk when Lee county was or- 
ganized in 
1839. 
serving 
four 


years. He served as circuit clerk 
from 1850-57 and was 
elected 


again in 1859. 


Upon his retirement in 1868, 


The Telegraph was placed in the 
hands of his sons, John D. and 
William H. Boardman, and it was 
consolidated under the latter with 
the Dixon Herald in 1869, with A. 
C. Bardwell as editor, who sold 
control to B. F. Shaw in 1871. 


Yankee Invention 
Rocks the Baby 


A device, described in the Re- 


publican & Telegraph in 1859 as 
"a real Yankee invention," was 
bringing general happiness to the 
entire family. 


The invention, on display at the 


furniture store of Mac Wadsworth, 
rocked the baby for an hour at 
a time and fanned off the flies. 
In reporting this device the editor 
said: "Wonderful!" 


DIXON BECOMES CITY 
OFFICIALLY IN 1859 


Dixon officially became a city in early 1859. 
On Feb. 19 of that year, the General Assembly passed an 


act to incorporate the city of Dixon; Section 17, thereof pro- 
viding that "This Act is to take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage." Two previous attempts to incorporate i 
had been defeated at the polls. 
' 
On March 19. 1859, an election 


was held to select the first mayor 
and city council. John Dement 
was elected mayor but failed to 
qualify. During the period inter- 
vening between the date of the 
first election and the date set for 
the election of mayor to fill this 
vacancy, Joseph Crawford served 


Six Presidents 
Precede Mayors 


Between the time Dixon became 


a town in 1853 and the time the 
town became a city in 1859, six 
men served as president of the 
town board of trustees, an office 
equivalent to that of mayor. They 
were: 


1853—John Dixon, the town's 


first settler, who arrived in Dixon 
Apr. 11, 1830. 
He was born in 


Rye.N. Y., Oct. 9/1784, and died 
in Dixon July 6, 1876. He served 
as Peoria county circuit clerk In 
1825, Dixon 
postmaster 
from 


1830-37, member of the state 
board of public works in 1838, 
Dixon street inspector in 1854 and 
was a delegate from Lee county 
at the Republican state convention 
at Bloomington in 1856. 


1854—Joseph Barker Brooks, a 


Dixon merchant. He was born in 
1820 at Castine, Me., and died 
Dec. 19, 1855, in Dixon. 


1855—Fitch R. Dana, an attor- 


ney, and member of the firm of 
Dana and Soulc. 


John H. Cropsey 


1856—John H. Cropsey. a gen- 


eral contractor, who built the first 
dam at Dixon, and as a member 
of the firm of Cropsey, Kimball 
and Williams, assisted in building 
the Illinois Central railroad from 
Freeport to LaSalle. He was a 
member of the town board in 1855. 
Born in 1825 at Sullivan, N. Y., he 
died May 23, 1897, In Dixon. 


1857—Lemuel W. Atherton, an 


attorney and graduate of Bowdoln 
college. He was corporation at- 
torney for the town of Dixon from 
1853-55, and was associate editor 
of the Dixon Advertiser in 1858. 
Born in Castine. Me., in 1829, he 
died in Dixon Aug. 6, 1859. 


1858—Nathan 
W. Abbott, a 


physician, who was also a mem- 
ber of the board in 1856. A surgeon 
in the Union Army in the Civil 
War, he refused 
to 
leave 
his 


wounded soldiers and was taken 
prisoner by the Confederate Army. 
Born in Auburn, N. Y., In 1822, he 
died in Chicago, Aug. 19,1879. 


Discouragements 
Beset Early Builders 


Building bridges and dams in 


Rock river was no easy matter 
in the early days, and there were 
enough aggravations to cause a 
few 1859-type oaths to be mut- 
tered by the citizens as well as 
the workmen. 
Even the editor 


of the Republican & Telegraph 
grew somewhat bitter in report- 
ing the persistent damages done 
by Ice and -floods. 
- Such an account is the one pub- 
lished in the newspaper February 
24, 1859: 


"Yes, gone again. On Sunday 


morning last the dam across the 
river became so clogged up with 
floating ice. 
that 
the 
weight 


caused it to give way. Descend- 
ing—Ice 
and 
dam 
together— 


against the new bridge, erected 
only some four months since, It 
swept away two bents 
In one 


crash; and later, two more were 
taken. 


"But the new bridge will be re- 


paired immediately, we 
under- 


stand, so as to have it in readiness 
for the next descent." 


"UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT" 


Nov. 24, 1859—E. Bennett took 


over the People's Hotel. 


New City Government 
Suffers Growing 


Dixon's "growing pains" mani- 


fested themselves with scant de- 
lay in the election held March 7, 
1859. for city officers under the 
town's new city charter. 


Twice rejected by voters because 


of "obnoxious provisions," the city 
charter was finally approved by 
the citizens and the state legis- 
lature, but the machinery of the 
new government was still sche- 
duled for further delay because of 
what The Telegraph termed "some 
Informality In the election re- 
turns" of the second ward. 


On the Republican side, The 


Telegraph and others had advo- 
cated John Dixon, the city's foun- 
der, as Dixon's first mayor. The 
Democrats had chosen Col. John 
Dement. 


After the election, which ap- 


parently took place without the 
official consent of either of the 
two candidates, both John Dixon 
and John Dement requested The 
Telegraph to notify the public 
that they were not candidates for 
the office. 


Named Acting Mayor 


The city council thereupon nam- 


ed Joseph Crawford acting mayor 
until 
another 
official 
election 


could be held. 


Others elected M«r. 7, were: 


aldermen—first ward, Wm. H., 


Van Epps and Joseph Crawford; 
third ward, Wm. Barge and A. A. 
Benjamin; and fourth ward, A. 
Holslngton and Wm. Peacock; 
marshal, A. P. Curry; and police 
justice, C. V. Tenney. 


On March 31, 1859, The Tele- 


graph commented: 


"The recent election, so far as 


the office of Mayor is concerned, 
has proved a failure, and we are 
now on the eve of another, which 
we hope will not only be done 
right, but stay so after it is fin* 
ished. 


"Mr. Dixon and Col. Dement 


were both voted for by our citi- 
zens, either with or without their 
consent, and the result is that we 
have no mayor, other than the 
acting mayor M provided by the 
Charter ..." 
Telegraph Advocates Stedman 
The Telegraph then advocated 


election of Amos' C, Stedman as 
the city's first mayor, adding that 
Mr. Stedman had "already signi- 
fied his willingness to qualify If 
elected." 


In the following election, a 


month later, April 4, 1859. Sted- 
man was elected the city's first 
mayor. R. P. Robinson and H. E. 
Williams were named aldermen 
for UM second ward 


as acting mayor. 


At the special election on April rjl 


4 of'the same year, Amos C. Sted- 
man was elected and took office. 
The aldermen chosen at the first 
election were: Joseph Crawford, 
Anson Hoisington, William Pea- 
cock, Andrew A. Benjamin, Wil- 
liam Barge, William H. Van Epps, 
Harvey E. Williams and Robert P. 
Robinson. 
The city council ap- 


pointed James L. Camp as clerk, 
and Amos P. Curry, marshal. 
_ 


Special Charter 
* I 


The city organization continued 


under the special charter of 1859 
until March 7, 1904, when it was 
voted to incorporate-under the 
terms of the general act of the 
State of Illinois concerning the 
incorporation of cities and villages. 
An attempt had been made at the 
election held in March, 1891, to 
organize under the general Jaw, 
but the proposition h?d been de- J|| 
feated. 


Although Dixon's record as a 


city began in 1859, the earliest 
records of municipal affairs date 
back to March 20, 1843, when an 
election was held to determine 
whether or not a village should be 
organized under the general sta- 
tutes of the state permitting or- 
ganization of villages. 


The first record that can now 


be found concerning the Town of < 
Dixon begins with the election of 
five trustees tinder the terms of 
the -Act of Feb. 10, 1853, in force 
March 1 of the same year. On 
March 7, at the court house, John 
Dixon, P. M. Alexander, Lorenzo 
Wood, Legrand Wynkoop and A, 
L. Porter were elected trustees for 
the term of one year. These trus- 
tees elected John Dixon president 
and A. B. Judd as clerk of the 
board. 


In 1854 J. B. Brooks was elected 


president; Fitch R. Dana in 1S65; 
John H. Cropsey in 1856; Lcmual 
W. Atherton in 1857 and Nathan 
W. Abbott in 1858. 


Hit Parade, 1859 


,j» 


Every age is characterized by 


the music that is popular at the 
time. 
Sweet nostalgia is often 


aroused by the strains of an al. 
most-forgotten melody. The "hit 
parade" tunes of 1859 have few 
who remember them today, but in 
that age they were the substance 
of every romance. 


In 1859 the Republican & Tele- 


graph reported a list of the song 
hits that were providing theme 
melodies for the year. 


In the issue of of December 23 


of that year, the newspaper said, 
"Root & Cady, Music Publishers, 
Chicago, have laid us under obli- 
gation for some new music, con- 
sisting of several Ballads, Polkas, 
and Songs 
One is entitled: "My 


Mother She Is Sleeping," a sweet 
thing; another "Lilly Brook, Soft- 
ly She Faded"; another the "For- 
est Requiem." A Scotch Ballad, 
"Oh Are Ye Sleeping Maggie," Is ft 
known for Us quaint melody, and 
the "Pet Polka" will not fail to 
please the most fastidious car. A 
Masonic song entitled "We Meet 
Upon the Level" Is among the 
numbers. ..." 


Temperance-Minded 
Given New Fuel 


A story which gave the many *• 


temperance-minded citizens of Dix- 
on added fuel for their campaign 
to destroy the evil influences of 
strong drink, was reported in the 
Republican & Telegraph in the 
summer of 1859. 


On August 4 of that year, It 


was reported that "on Tuesday 
night about 10 o'clock while In a 
- 


state of inebriation (a woman) by 
some means climbed to the awning . 
over B. B. Higgins' store with a 
*' 


pail of stones, intending them for 
some particular ..person's benefit 
below. Walking to the end of the 
awning, she fell upon the sidewalk, 
breaking her arm and bruising her , 
shoulder and face severely. She 
is not expected to 
survive 
her 


injuries." 


"THE FLY SMASHER" 


(Republican & Telegraph, Mar. , 


24,1859)—It is pleasant to see the 
(l 


"Fly Smasher" (a boat equipped 
with pile driver) again suspended 
In the river in Its semi-annual 
effort at driving pins to sustain 
the fabric which we shall soon call 
a bridge. 


JOINS NEWSPAPER STAFF 
J. R. S. Bond In Dec. 22, 1859 


issue, became associated with I 
S. Boardman oa UM Rep. A TcL 
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DEDICATED TO HEALTH SINCE 1917 


1917 - 1951 
34 Years of Service 


OSCAR COSS 


Founder of the Coss Dairy started 
delivering milk from a small frame 
building on his Fernwood Farm in 
1917 developing the business until 
he moved to Dixon in 1921. 


Pictured here is just part of the modern stainless steel equipment that was install- 
ed in 1942. This sanitary pasteurizing machine insures safe pasteurized milk de- 
livered fresh to your home. 


The stainless steel bottling machine shows the milk coming through the conveyor 
system! filling and sealing each bottle that has been thoroughly sterilized ready for 
Instant delivery. 


HAROLD "BABNEV" COSS 


"Barney" Coss Is well known to hit 
many friends and customers In this 
community and Is In charge of 
sales and delivery- "Barney" 
travels far and wide to see that 
the many customers are satisfied. 


The Coss Dairy has been 
serving Dixon and commu- 
nity for thirty four years 
providing essential, health- 
giving food . . . It is a rec- 
ord of which we are very 
proud. We thank you for 
your past patronage and 
we hope that we will al- 
ways continue to serve 
you with our fine dairy 
products. 


LESLIE COSS 


Leslie Coss is equally well known 
around town and is always ready 
to stop and visit with his friends. 
"Lea" is in charge of malntain- 
ence and is responsible for keeping 
all the equipment in good condi- 
tion. 


Our plant is equipped with 
the newest dairy equipment 
... The most modern pas- 
teurization machinery to in- 
sure Jiealthful food to you 
at all times.. . And a fleet 


of delivery trucks are kept 
in excellent operating con- 
dition to bring you perfect, 
body-building food. 


farms. 
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Here is the last of our fleet of horse drawn delivery tracks that served us well un- 
til we modernized with more speedy motor trucks in 1936. 


Taking the place of horse drawn trucks, here is one of our fleet of fast, modern de- 
livery trucks that leave our plant daily to deliver our dairy products throughout 
the city. 
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Imagine hopping into your rocket ship 


s- 
I 


and zooming off to 


spend the weekend on Mars or the moon... or watching three 


dimensional color television... 


* 
from glass... 


earth 


or wearing clothes spun 


or heating your home with warmth from the 


or cooking your meals on a radar range 


Incredible? Not at all...look at all the modern miracles we enjoy today. 


Atomic power has a multitude of peacetime uses... jet propulsion 


was undreamed of twenty years ago... and grandmother 


would have thought you were suffering from fever if you had tried 


to tell her about the wonder drugs of today. 


The past is fascinating and the future unlimited. We look to the years 


\ 
t 


to come and will continue to help you enjoy better living. 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


ILLINOIS NORTHERN DIVISION 
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Congratulations 


ON 


SPLENDID RECORD 


A FULL CENTURY OF FAITHFUL AND TRULY CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE HAS BUILT 


THE DIXON 
TELEGRAPH 


into the business activities and personal lives of Lee County people. 


The Dixon National Bank, which will complete its eightieth year of service 
to the area on September 15th next, joins with its neighbors in congratulat- 
ing and complimenting the paper upon a distinguished record of achievement. 


\ 


The Telegraph was founded eight years before Dixon was chartered and is 
one of the oldest dailies in Illinois. 


\ 


The Dixon National Bank, which came into being six years after the close of 
the War between the States, ranks among the older of the financial institu- 
tions which have served their neighbors without interruption. 


Both Neivspaper and Bank have deserved success be- 
cause they have always put community interests first 


The Dixon National Bank wishes 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph another century of success. 
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I860 
'Honest Old Abe Is Elected!' 


Woverly House Opened in 1860 
Dixonites Shore Hope 
Inspired by Lincoln 


The election of Abraham Lincoln to the Presidency of 


he United States in 1860 gave new hope to a nation festering 
with the prospects of a Civil war that would amputate the 
South from the North. 


The news of his election rang 


across the telegraph wires of the 
country, throbbing out the story In 
Tornado Rips 
Lee County 
In the early summer of 1860, 


Lee county was hit by a tornado 
which left In Its wake 
eight 


mown dead and many more hurt 
n the area and caused great prop- 


The Waverly House was opened April 19,1860, by Cheney & Co., near the Air Line 


(Northwestern) depot. Here a group greets an early-day tram in front of the hotel. 


Ladies Are Warned 
Abbut Heart Smasher 


Reflecting the journalistic phi- 


losophy that a newspaper Is a 
public servant designed to report 
and interpret the news, the editor 
of the Republican & Telegraph 
felt that It was his public duty 
to warn the women of Grand 
Detour about a "gay deceiver" 
from Dixon In the 
year I860. 


(January 12). 


"The ladies of Grand Detour," 


he wrote, "are put on their guard. 
Tomorrow, a young man of about 
20 years of age, medium height, 
black 
eyes, 
long hair, 
slight 


moustaches, weight 140 pounds, is 
expected to leave Dlxon for the 
above place. The Individual re- 
ferred to is a regular 'heart 
smasher, having done great execu- 
tion in that line In Dlxon, and is 
now about to change the field of 
his operations. We feel It a duty 
we owe society, and especially to 
the fair sex, to put them on their 
guard against the wiles of this 
gay deceiver." 


A 'Nagging' Issue 


(Republican & Telegraph, May 


10, I860)—We notice that one of 
our citizens sometimes indulges In 
the luxury of riding his horse on 
the sidewalk. Will City Marshal 
Snow please pay some attention to 
such matters—by suitable exam- 
ple. 


BAFT CAUSES EXCITEMENT 


(Republican & Telegraph, May 


31, 1860)—On Tuesday last a raft 
of pine lumber from Oshkosh, 
Wis., passed this point. It was 
brought over the dam in sections, 
and attracted a good deal of at- 
tention from the citizens, who* en- 
joyed the excitement of seeing the 
rafts and men tumble through the 
chute. 


EDITOR'S WIFE SATS THANKS 


(Republican & Telegraph, Jan. 


26, 1860)—Our wife—Editors 
should never have ladles—desires 
us to acknowledge the receipt, 
from a fair friend in Amboy, of 
a two gallon jug full of cream. 


Peace and Quiet 
Disturbs Editor 


Even In 1860 editors complained 


when there wasn't some exciting 
news to report. 


An article in the Republican & 


Telegraph dated March 22, 1860, 
complained: 


"Why 
cannot our 
new City 


Marshal or some one else get up 
a street fight with which to grace 
the local columns of a Dlxon paper 
occasionally? We have not had 
a fight to note, or 
describe, or a police 
publication worth a. 
many weeks." 


a row to 
report for 
dime, for 


Election Results 


The election results reported on 


March 5, 1860, In the Republican & 
Telegraph included: 


A, C, Stedman, mayor; E. A 


Snow, marshal; W. H. Van Epps 
alderman first ward; James A 
Watson, second ward; O. L. Par 
ker, third ward, and A. Holsington 
fourth ward. 


rty damage. 
On June 7, the Republican & 


Telegraph reported the news with 
he following account: 


"The 
tornado on Sunday last 


which according to telegraphic 
despatches must have arisen in 
he vicinty of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
>assed through this county about 
) o'clock of that evening, from 
West to East, leaving Amboy and 
Lee Center on the 
South, and 


sweeping in a course a breadth 
varying from a half a mile to a 
mile, tearing down trees, scatter- 
ing fences, demolishing buildings, 
vagons, etc., to an extent never 
jefore witnessed in this country. 


Destruction Unprecedented 


"The destruction of human life 


has been unprecedented and the 
oss of horses, cattle and sheep 
has also been very great 
On 


Monday morning, we In company 
with many of our citizens visited 
the scene of suffering and disas- 
ter near Lee Center. It was such 
as no pen can describe. Doctors 
Abbott, Wynn, Phillips, Everett of 
Dixon; Gardner. Adams, Jackson 
and others of Lee Center and Am- 
boy; 
Hewett of Franklin, were 


early on the line of the tornado, 
ministering to the suffering, the 
kind offices of physicians 
and 


surgeons, while the people gen- 
erally were anxious to do what 
they could to repar Injuries and al- 
leviate the sufferings of the unfor- 
tunate ones." 


HELP TORNADO VICTIMS 
(Republican & Telegraph, June 


6, I860)—A meeting of the citi- 
zens has been called at Union hall 
to Institute methods of relief for 
the sufferers from the tornado 
that passed over the county on 
the 3rd inst, causing great de- 
struction of life and property. 


every city and town and eventual- 
ly finding its way into the head- 
lines of the daily and weekly news- 
papers. 


In Dixon among the many who 


supported Lincoln and the few 
who knew him as their personal 
friend, there was particular cause 
for rejoicing. 


Headline News 


Reporting the news on Novem- 


Repubhcan, & 
the headline: 
Elected!" and 


ber 8, 1860, the 
Telegraph carried 
"Honest Old Abe 
the sub-head r "Glorious Triumph 
for Republicans." 


Lincoln's popularity in 
Dixon 


had been previously established by 
his campaign speeches earlier In 


Dixon Mills Cost $15,000 


The Dixon (flouring) Mills are shown above from a picture made in 1860. The five- 


story flouring mills, erected by Brooks, Dement and Dailey, began grinding corn Dec. 
18,1852, and cost $15,000 to construct. Also known as the Becker & Underwood Mills, 
the five-story structure was partially destroyed by fire in December, 1875, and was 
completely destroyed by a second fire in April, 1880. The wooden bridge in left back- 
ground was a temporary one used during the construction of the "Luckey" wooden 
bridge, dedicated Jan. 1, 1861. 
^^ 


Headlines in 1860 


(These items, taken from The Republican ft Telegraph of 


January 5,1860, were the talk of the town). 


Abnhmm Lincoln 


his career—and In behalf of other 
candidates—which he had made 
here. His service in the Army 
during the Blackhawk war and his 
visits to Fort Dlxon at that time 
had made further friends for him. 


Lincoln was no stranger to the 


people of Dlxon and the majority 
of them placed great confidence 
in his ability as a leader and as 
President. 


Prize Winners for Nearly 50 Years! 


Love (1860) 


1 
9 
0 
2 


1951 


The Mor-Milk Co. has been growing with the Farmers of Let 
County and vincity for nearly fifty years and our dietary 
products have helped produce many prize winning livestock 
and poultry. The Mor-Milk Co. takes this opportunity of ex- 
pressing their sincere thanks to the hundreds of satisfied custo- 
mers who have made our progress possible. 


MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIAL DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS 


For Livestock, Such as 


Noble Calf Concentrate 
— 
Noble Dairy Concentrate 


. 
Noble Hog and Poultry Compound With Aureomydn 
HORWUK 


Ms* Us Abort Oar Nobfo Dairy Concentrate VS. MosfWtl 


Love, according to the sages, 


knows no time, place or clime. 
Only the elements of environment 
differ from one age to another. 
In 1951 a likely place for holding 
hands may be the back row of a 
movie — but In 1860 the belles 
and beaux were more of the "out- 
door" type. 


A Republican ft Telegraph story 


on January 12, 1880 stated that 
"sleigh riding parties are all the 
go at the present time. Grand 
Detour, Lee Center. 
Franklin 


Grove. Amboy and Sterling are 
visited nightly by our belles and 
beaux. 
Good roads—moonshlny 


nights—fast horses—warm robes 
—music of the bells—bright eyes 
—cherry lips—palpitating hearts 


•» 
"Love, according to the sages, 


knows no time, place or clime. 
Only the elements . • . etc. • • . 
etc. . . ." 
Dangerous Sidewalk 
Throws' Dixon Lady 


Life was not easy In 1860—nor 


was it particularly safe. Walking 
down the street could sometimes 
be dangerous to women with long 
skirts. 


Wooden sidewalks were obsta- 


cles and on August 23. 1860, an 
irate editor asked, "What par- 
ticular benefit tt> any person 
except the shoemakers are the 
splkeheads standing out all over 
our sidewalks ?—They are destruc- 
tive to shoes and boots, ladles 
dresses and the patience of our 
otherwise comfortable and pleas- 
ure loving citizens. On Tuesday 
last a lady while walking on the 
sidewalk was thrown into a hori- 
zontal position quickly, by some 
of them, which would have been 
very much to the amusement of 
the merchants, clerks and passers 
by, on Galena St, if they had not 
been gentlemanly fellows." 


\ 
i 
i 
,i i •• 
- 
•""• 
""* 


Col. Dement's Shop 
Suffers Fire Loss 


(Republican ft Telegraph, Feb. 


2, I860)—On Sunday morning last, 
about four o'clock, the extensive 
machine shop at 
the hydraulic 


works, belonging to Col. John 
Dement, was discovered to be on 
fire, and before a sufficient num- 
ber'of men could get to the spot 
to extinguish it, the whole Interior 
of the stone structure was In 
names. By the strenuous exer- 
tions of our citizens, the Foundry 
attached to the rear of the shop 
was saved, and further progress 
of the fire stayed. The loss to CoL 
Dement Is about $25.000, a loss 
without insurance—In productive 
property, that he deeply feels. 


LINCOLN NOMINATED 


On May 24,1860, the Republican 


& Telegraph reported the nomina- 
tion of A. Lincoln for president at 
Uw MBvsaUCA la 


Rev. Dr. Butler, Catholic clergyman of Chicago, will lecture on 


the Temporal Power of the Popes, at Union Hall on Monday night 


Wood Is selling at $8.50 per cord. 


E. B. Stiles has gone to Washington City to-see the assembled 


wisdom. 


Potatoes are selling for one dollar per bushel. 


Mr. Van Epps has gone to Springfield. 


Owing to a miscalculation as to railroad trains Bishop 


Ames failed to meet his engagement to preach here Sunday 
last 


Thomas Gales Forster—trance speaking medium—lectures at 


Union Hall on Saturday night and at 2 o'clock p. m. on Sunday. 
• • • 


Hay sells for $8.00 per ton. Corn brings 30 cents, so docs 


oats. 


There has been a slight advance in the rates of the toll bridge. 
• * • 


Come to the of flee of the Rep. and Tel. for good Job work. 
• * * 


Thermometer, last Saturday, showed 25 degrees below zero. Thl 


morning it was 20. 


The Free Bridge makes alow progress on account of the 


season, but all Is done that can be to push the work to speedy 
completion. 


It is stated that the death of the young man Thompson, a notice 


of which will be found in this paper, was caused by getting heated while 
skating and lying: down to rest on the ice. 
• * • 


Wanted—to rent—*, good house—centrally situated—with 


Stabling attached. Apply to the office of tho Rep. and TeL 
• • * 


Eggs are selling for 15 cents a dozen. Butter sells for 16 cents. 
• * • 


Blelghlng Is good. 


Mr. Means gives the new editor a slap in another column. Let 'er 


rip. He's all oak. Lay on MacDuff. What Is sauce, etc. 


Judge Eustace does not resign. Doubtful things are very 


uncertain. 
• • * 


The subscribers of the Rep. and Tel. were very liberal to the Car- 


rier Boy on New Year's Day. He came back with a pocket full ol 
rocks. He has Invested his funds in shirts, boots, breast pins, and 
oysters all around. 
• • * 


The new editor has been looking Into the subscription list 


of the Rep. and TeL He found It A No. 1, tliat Is,»large por- 
tion commenced with No. 1 of the paper and have paid nothing 
since. Receipts are always kept on hand at the of floe of the 
Junior, who writes a splendid hand, so the Devil says, and Is 
Quito ready to lend his autograph to the delinquents. 
• • * 


Dlxon is still the County Seat—Rock River runs down stream— 


the water power holds outr-Lee County lands are as rich as ever— 
people dress well—their market baskets seem well filled—some spend 
money for s^of—som* for billiards—ladles dress beautifully. 


On Tuesday night, some thief entered the People's Hotel 


and stole several articles of clothing. 


Papers In wrappers always kept for sale at this office. 


cents; 
* * • 


Price five 


The Old Settlers Re-Union at the Nachnsa, proved a »ue- 


eeasfol affair. Quito one hundred coupled enjoyed the dance 
and •upper. The music was good— the calling first rate— the 
ladles charmingly dressed— the gentlemen, (we don't like to 
Bay It)— the supper superb and Mr. Pitts, the new host, 
proved himself fully up to the requirements of the lovers of 
good living. 
• • • 


Subscribe for the Rep. and Tel.— and be sure to pay in advance. 
• • * 


Jack Frost— one of nature's most Ingenious architects- 


has laid his bridge over the Rock River. Teams are crossing 
with firm footing. It Is hoped that the said Frost win hold his 
crossing onto the Free Bridge Is completed. 
\ 
• • * 


The best quality of ice, about two feet in thickness, Is being taken 


from the river and packed for summer use. 


DIXON REPUBLICAN 
CLUB ORGANIZED 


The Dixon Republican club was 


organized fai April, 1860 with J. O. 
Fleck as president; J. K. Edsall, 
vice president; M. H. Williams, 
recording secretary; A. J. Pink- 
ham, corresponding secretary; and 
ISMO Means. UcMura*., 


TO BEAUTIFY CITY 


(Republican ft Telegraph, April 


5, I860)—The "Dixon Improve- 
ment Association" has been form 
ed for the purpose of improving 
and beautifying the city, by plant* 
lag ot trees, 


Feather-Men' 
loodwink Many 


(Republican ft Telegraph, Aug. 
I860)—We understand that a 


earn has been perambulating the 
ountry, managed by an Industri- 
us Individual, who is buying up 
Id feathers, 
representing that 


uch were better for his purpose 
lan new, ag he was collecting for 
ome firm In Indiana, who are 
extensive manufacturers of mat- 
resses. Several have been duped 
Into emptying their feather beds, 
receiving for the 
old feathers 


thirty cents a pound, under tho 
romlse of the speculator that he 


would shortly be around with new 


nes, which they could have for 
the same price. Nothing has been 
een of him since, and the victims 
_>y this time have begun to suspect 
hat they have been plucked, inas- 
much as they find they cannot 
replace the feathers for more than 
double the price they obtained for 
the ones they sold the feather 
merchant, who probably dresses 
:hem over and sells them for new. 
The new game has been extensive- 
y played In Wlnnebago and Ogle 
counties, we learn from the Rock- 
ford papers. . .. The operator de- 
serves a coat of the feathers with 
some treacle to make them stick. 


•Belvldere (Standard. 
Lee Census 
Shows Gain 


On August 16, the Republican 


& Telegraph reported the results 
of the census taken in 1860 show- 
ng the gains 
throughout 
Lee 


county during the preceding ten 
years. 


As of June 1, 1860, the popula- 


,Ion was 17,000 as compared to 
6,262 In 1850, an increase of 12,- 
608. 


Farms under cultivation in 1860 


otaled 1,679 as compared to 478 
n 1850, an increase of 1,201. 


The total number of dwellings 


n 1860 was reported to be 3,375 


compared to 005 In 1850, an 


ncrease of 2,470. 


Other figures showed that in 


that year there were 25 churches 
In the county valued at $75,000. 


There were 94 public schools 


with a total of 4,841 pupils. 


Real etstate and personal prop- 


erty taxes for the year totaled 
S33.875. 


In the same year, 163 death* 


were recorded. 
, 


Jigor Store Indian 
Said to Be Harmless 


(Republican & Telegraph. Sept. 


20, 
I860)—That 
"Big 
Indian" 


Which la located before Mr. Glo- 
gau's establishment on Main 
itreot, we are requested to say, is 
no -ways dangerous. However, if 
any timid person is afraid of him, 
such persons can propitiate th» 
monster by stepping In, and buy- 
Ing some of Mr. G's excellent se- 
gars or tobacco. 


Baby-Sitter (1860) 


One of the earliest reports of a 


baby-sitting business in Dixon ap- 
peared in the Republican & Tele- 
graph on May 1, 1860 under th» 
following notice: 


"Miss Gunn Is keeping an In. 


fant school on Pcoria street. She 
takes .small children and larger 
ones • • * 
Show Buys Interest 
In The Amboy Times 


(Republican ft Telegraph, Apr. 


19, 1860 — B. F. Shaw, Esq, 
former editor of the Republican ft 
Telegraph, 
has 
purchased 
ah 


interest In the Amboy Timei, an4 
is about to enter upon hi* duties. 
as associate editor of that/pro*. 
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MILLER'S 
MUSIC 


SINCE 1873 


Dixon's Oldest Music Store 


Was Started Only Twenty-Two Years 


After The Dixon Telegraph Was Founded 


RAY MILLER 


Present owner of the store became associated with his father 
In 1895. Today, Miller's Music Store »s recognized as one 
of the leading music dealers in this entire area. While still 
a lad of preschool age Ray would climb upon the seat of 
the old spring wagon with his father and ride out in the 
country to deliver a piano or organ. Through this close 
association with his father from early childhood, he learned 
the business and still carries out the same high ideals which 
have become a tradition in this fine old store. 


THEO. J. MILLER 


Seventy-eight years ago Theodore J. Miller founder of th« 
business, was a successful map salesman. 
One day an 


executive of a leading piano and organ manufacturer heard 
him selling maps to a prosepctive client, Mr. Miller's sincere 
manner so impressed the executive that the immediate result 
was the opening of the Miller Music Store. Although h» 
had never sold musical instruments before, he proceeded on 
the same high ideals which he had followed so loyally in 
the past and within a very short time the business "wai 
on a firm basis and has been growing e\er since. 


Our First Location Where the Barriage Appliance Store f* Now Located 


at 109 First St. 


This was the type merchandise we sold 
back in 1873, a piano or an organ was 
considered to be quite a luxury in the 
parlor in those days. 


This Is our original store on E. First Street. Shown 
in the picture is the late Theodore J. Miller, founder 


, and Grace Faust, clerk. The boy in the wagon is 


Ray Miller. The wagon was made by John J. Lord 
who had a wagon and carriage shop on top of Lord's 
hill. The building at the right was an old livery 
stable on the ground which is now occupied by 
Kline's Department Store. This picture was taken 


., about 1890. 
" MfLlfttS r« MUSfC 


SINCE 1873 


Picture Taken About 1970 Shows the Late Guy G. Miller Making a Delivery 


at Galena and Second 


This early picture taken in 1910, was taken at the 
corner of Galena Avenue and Second Street. The 
late Guy G. Miller is shown waiting to deliver a 
piano from our second location when we were in 
the building that is now occupied by the Edna N. 
Nattress Shop. This horse drawn wagon was soon 
to give way to more modern progress and was one 
of our last before the age of automobiles. 


It's Quality 


OUR MODERN STORE LOCATED AT 101 PEORIA AVE. 


F O R 
N E A R L Y E I G H T Y Y E A R S 


This old store has become known far and wide as a leader in the business and 
today Ray Miller carries a complete line of the world famous Wurlitzer Pianos and 
other musical instruments as well as sheet music and phonograph records. Carry- 
ing on the tradition of and the principals of the golden rule that was established 
by his father back in 1873, Ray Miller has been growing with Dixon for over iifty- 
five years. 


1873 RAY MILLER MUSIC STORE 
101 PEORIA AVENUE 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
1951 
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1861... War Fever Inflames Citizens 


'Luckey' Bridge Dedicated in 1861 


The wooden "Luckey" bridge above was dedicated New Year's Day, 1861, and was 


the first bridge to be built at the foot of Galena avenue. Cost of the structure was 
$13,000, paiofor by contributions from citizens and from benefits. On. May 10, 1866, 
a middle span of the bridge went down with a drove of a hundred head of cattle of 
which two were drowned. Repairs were made in 1867 and on Mai-ch 7,1868, high wa- 
ter and ice destroyed it again. Constructed by Zachariah H. Luckey, it was replaced 
by the ill-fated Truesdell bridge, dedicated Jan. 21, 1869. 
. 


Galena Avenue Scene in 1861 


Party Heralds 
Bridge Opening 


On New Year's Eve, 1860, it is 


reported that "a large and en- 
thusiastic party was held at the 
Nachusa House to celebrate the 
opening to the public of the Free 
Bridge at Dixon." 


The next day, at 4 o'clock in the 


afternoon, the mayor and city 
council, riding in sleighs and cut- 
ters, along with other prominent 
citizens, crossed the bridge "under 
:he inspiring influence of music 
and cannon." 


Historians have recorded that 


:he Free Bridge, "rendering access 
:o Dixon so much more convenient, 
stimulated business and made the 
ocal merchants cheerful, notwith- 
standing the threatened civil up- 
icaval caused by sectional quar- 
rels." 


Mobilization Causes 
Manpower Shortage 


With many men responding to 


the call to arms at the outset of 
the Civil war, the Republican & 
Telegraph, as well as other enter- 
jrises in the city, began to feel 
he manpower shortage. , 


Evidence of this is reported in 


a newspaper account dated May 
9: 


"The loss of hands by the war, 


together with the tax list, which 
must appear next week, we hope 
will be sufficient apology for the 
half sheet of today. 


i 


View of Galena avenue in 1861, looking north from Second street. At foot of Ga- 


lena can be seen the "Luckey" wooden bridge across Rock river, dedicated in 1861. The 
large building at the right is a part of Exchange block. Livery stable at left was also 
a thriving business on Galena. 


PURCHASES COLLEGIATE 


INSTITUTE' 


(Republican & Telegraph, Apr. 


J8, 1861)—The buildings erected 
by our citizens some time since, 
under an arrangement with the 
Presbyterian denomination for the 
establishment 
of 
a 
Collegiate 


Institute, have been purchased by 
Rev.- O. W. Cooley of Wisconsin 
for the establishment of a Female 
Seminary. 


RESIDENCE BURNS 


(Republican & Telegraph. Octo- 


ber 3. 1861)—The residence of H. 
Logan was burned to the ground 
after being struck by lightning. 
Total loss for Mr. Logan was $600. 


HOTEL OFFERED "CHEAP" 
Feb. 28, 1861—People's Hotel to 


let cheap. 


BASEBALL IS "THE RAGE' 
(Republican & Telegraph, Mar 


28, 1861)—Ball playing seems to 
be all the rage at present. There 
can be no better way for persons 
of sedentary employments to se- 
cure the exercise necessary to 
good health, than by playing base- 
ball. We understand the 
club 


meets for playing again next Sat- 
urday afternoon. 


Shot on 
Echoing 


Fort Sumter Causes 
Effect on Dixon Patriots 


Civil War Hits 
Dixon Industry 


During the Civil War, manufac- 


turing interests made but little 
advancement in Dixon. 


In 1864, Messrs. Fargo. Pratt & 


Company 
began 
manufacturing 


platform scales. Other industrial 
enterprises 
w e r e 
successfully 


worked out in the "dark days" of 
rebellion, but the absorbing na- 
tional problems, the scarcity of 
laborers, the small demand for 
certain industrial products, af- 
fected Dixon disastrously, as they 
did in every other inland town in 
the country. 


After the war. however, indus- 


try, once more began to boom and 
the,spirit of enterprise revived. 


Dixon Citizens Hold 
War Conference' 


Evidences of war feeling were 


expressed in Dixon during the 
critical April of 1861. 


A Republican & Telegraph ac- 


count published April 18. reported: 


"While we write (Wednesday 


evening) the people, without dis- 
tinction of party, are in council. 
Great enthusiasm prevails. A com- 
pany is forming. The action of the 
Administration is to be sustained." 


Three Important War Leaders 
Had Met at Earlier Date Here 


GEORGE L. HEKRICK 


Mayor of Dixon for 1861 was 


George L. Herrick, a town hard- 
vare merchant. 


Mr. Herrick was born in Woos- 


;cr. 
Vermont, in 1815. 
Besides 


serving as Dixon's mayor, he 
served as alderman for the years 
1865-66 and 1869-70, and as street 
commissioner for 1878. 


He died at Kinmundy, 111., Aug. 


4, 1908. 


Dixon Officer 


Three men whose destinies were 


to include important roles in the 
Civil war, were gathered at Dixon 
at one time much earlier in theif 
respective careers, 
long 
before 


their names were known .through- 
out the North and South. 


The 
historic relationship of 


these three men—Abraham Lin- 
coln, Jefferson Davis and Robert 
Anderson, is described by Dr. W. 
W. Harsha, Presbyterian minister 
of Dixon, in the book "Recollec- 
tions of the 
Pioneers of 
Lee 


County": 


"When the Black Hawk War 


broke out, General Winficld Scott, 
who had charge of the 
North- 


western Military Department, and 
was at Fort Snclling, Minnesota, 
ordered the militia, which had 
been called out for the defense of 
the citizens, to rendezvous at 
Dixon, while he himself with the 
regular troops intended to descend 
the Mississippi River, and attack 
the Indians in their principal vil- 
lage near the Junction of Rock 
River with the Mississippi. 


"Mr. Dixon kept the only tavern 


then in Dixon, being a double log 
cabin, and entertained the militia 
officers as well as the two lieu- 
tenants sent'to muster them Into 
service. 
One of 
these young 


officers sent from Fort Snelling— 
as Mr. Dixon afterward told me, 
was a bright, 
sprightly 
young 


man, 
very talkative, and exceed- 


ingly inquisitive as to the habits 
of the Indians, while the other 
seemed very quiet, retiring and 


BRISCOE'S 
STORE FOR MEN 


A QIMLITr STOKE 


....SINCE 1915 


The Store That 
Offers 


Men of Dixonland Quality... 


Style and Service! 


Throughout the years Briscoe's has been known to a host of 
satisfied customers as a store where men's wearables can be 
purchased with full confidence . . . confidence that the article 
would represent the utmost in quality, style and value. At 
Briscoe's, to the worth of the article itself is added another very 
important quality, that of service. Service at Briscoe's does 
not consist of merely showing a suit or a necktie . . . it does 
consist of giving the very best advice to the customers as an aid 
in making the proper choice. 


We want you to feel that whatever you purchase at Briscoe's, you must be 
satisfied. We know our success, past and future, depends upon satisfying 
you,-our customers, and believe us, we want you to come back again and 
again. 


THESE FAMOUS BRANDS TELL OUR STYLE AND QUALITY STORY. 


Capp's Suits and Topcoats 
Forth Hats 
Wilson Bros. Neckwear, Hosiery, Pa- 


jamas, Sportswear 


Pioneer Belts, Suspenders 
Arrow Shirts, Ties, Sportswear 
Edgerton Shoes 
Cooper's Underwear, Hose 
Glover's Jackets 


BRISCOE'S 


STORE FOR MEN 


First and Peorfa 
Dixmi, III. 


modest. 


Administered Oath 


"The young men were about 22 


or 23 years of age. They ad- 
ministered the oath to the volun- 
teers, among whom was a captain 
about their own age who was 
dressed in Kentucky jeans, hailing 
from Sangamon county, Illinois, 
and then went on to join General 
Scott at Rock Island. 


"Years rolled away and the 


great rebellion was inaugurated, 
when the three young men meet- 
ing thus in Dixon during the Black 
Hawk War filled the most promi- 
nent positions in the land. The 
Sangamon county captain was 
Abraham Lincoln, president of the 
United States; the sprightly young 
lieutenant was Jefferson Davis 
president of the Southern Con- 
federacy, and the modest retiring 
young 
lieutenant, 
as 
Captain 


Robert Anderson, was the first 
to defend the flag at Fort Sumter, 
in Charleston harbor. 


"Being in New York City shortly 


after the 
evacuation 
of Fort 


Sumter, I related, one evening at 
the supper table of Mr. Black, of 
the firm of Ball, Black & Co., the 
then noted jewelers, the above 
facts as the'.' had been told me by 
John Dixon. 
William Black, a 


son of Mr. Black, remarked, on 
hearing me, that Captain, now 
General Anderson, was living in 
the city, and if I wished he would 
take me; to see him, as he was 
acquainted with the general, and 
we could ascertain .whether he 
would confirm Mr. Dixon's state 
mcnt. 


Visits General Anderson 


"According to the appointment 


I went that evening and called 
upon General Anderson. When I 
told him the object of my'visit, 
and had asked him for his recol- 
lection of what had occurred at 
Dixon, he fully 
confirmed 
Mr. 


Dixon's statement, 'and added: 
'After the fall of Fort Sumter, my 
nervous system was completely 
broken down, and Mr. Lincoln In- 
vited me to visit him in Washing- 
ton. I had not met him after our 
meeting in Dixon, until my visit 
to him at the White House. 


•"There Mr. Lincoln reminded 


me of the Black Hawk days, and 
said to me, in his kindly, familiar 
manner: "Anderson, you and Davis 
administered to me at Dixon the 
first oath I ever- took to defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States.'" General Anderson In- 
quired whether Mr. Dixon were 
still alive, and'when answered In 
the affirmative, said: 'Please re- 
member me to him, and say, if we 
never meet on earth, I hope to 
meet him in heaven.'" 


Wtnr Feeling Pervades 
New Bridge Opening 


Typical of the war feeling that 


expressed itself 
in 
everyone's 


thinking early in 1861 is the Re- 
publican & Telegraph account of 
the ceremonies marking the open- 
ing of the free (Luckey) bridge on 
New Year's Day. 
/ 


Commenting on the new wooden 


structure which linked the two 
sections of the city, the editor 
wrote: "So far as the City of 
Dixon Is concerned, a union is 
effected between the "North and 
South'." 


REPAIRS DAM 


(Republican & Telegraph, April 


19, 1861)—James Van Arnam Is 
repairing the dam. The breach Is 
almost in the middle of the rtver; 
a'rope has been stretched across 
the river at the foot of the Island 
from which the boat, loaded with 
stone, Is lowered to the breach and 


Mayor in 1861 


man, Frank Stevens, was captain 


The shot fired on Fort Sumter in April, 1861, had it* 


echoing effect on Dixon as well as on the rest of the nation aa 
t heralded the state of civil war between the North and 
the South. 


Historians record that on that day in Dixon "everyone 


from the old people to the children could think and talk of 
ittleelse." 


From the very outset Dixon served a. practical purpose 


n the fight for national unity. In addition to the patriotic 
abors and the supplies arid soldiers which the town contri- 
mted to the war effort, as a "rail center" it had additional 
mportance. 
• 
; 
'~~ 
The fact. that two railroads 


crossed each other in the county, 
giving an outlet in four directions, 
vas of great importance in a day 
when transportation facilities were 
extremely meager. 


Rallying Point 


Dixon, then, became a rallying 


point for a large section of the 
country. 
Companies of soldiers, 


Ormcd in other counties, were 
sent here to Join others. 
Some 


vaited days and weeks before pre- 
ceding on to their destinations. 
The railroads were taxed to their 
utmost. Mrs. S. S. Dodge, writing 
.he history of Lee county in the 
3ivil war in Frank E. Stevens' 
published history, stated: "It was 
sad to see the brave boys often 
sent away in freight cars. . . the 
courage it must have taken for a 
man to avow those sentiments in 
his northland, which parted him 
'rom relatives, friends and neigh- 
bors, sometimes bringing him fi- 
nancial losses and bodily. Injury; 
and the bitter feeling never end- 
ed, but lasted as long as life it- 
self." 


On that 17th of April, the oe- 


ginning of hostilities found Dixon- 
tes united in purpose, 
despite 


JUDGE CRABTREE 


Judge John Dawson Crabtrci 


enlisted in Company A, 13th 1111 
nois Volunteer Infantry, in 1861 
and was successively advanced to 
the rank of lieutenant and cap- 
tain, and was brevetted as major 
at the time of his discharge, Aug 
16, 1864. 


After the war he resumed study 


of the law and was admitted to 
the bar in 1866. Elected state sen- 
ator on the Republican ticket in 
1886, he resigned in 1888 upon his 
election as judge of circuit court 
of the 13th judicial district. He 
was re-elected circuit judge in 
1891, and again in 1897, dying 
May 22, 1902. before the expira- 
tion of his term of office. 


Born in Nottingham, England, 


in 1837, he came to America in 
1848 and to Dixon in 1853. He was 
educated in the district and in the 
public schools of Dixon. 


STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS DIES 
The Republican & Telegraph 


appeared in mourning for the 
death of Stephen A. Douglas, the 
little giant of oratory, on June 6, 
1861. Douglas was well-known in 
Dixon for the speeches he had 
made here earlier in his political 
career. 


HOTEL NAME IS CHANGED 
The People's hotel became the 


Clifton House with C, C. Dowd 
as proprietor between . March 7 
and 14, 1861. The hotel was lo 
cated on Galena street. 


party politics or 
previous dis- 


agreements. 
The action of the 


jovernment .was 
heartily ap- 


proved. 


First Volunteers 


On April 22, the first company 


of volunteers met and hoisted a 
Hag opposite the mayor's office. 
They elected A. B. Gorgas cap- 
tain: Henry-T. Noble, first lieu- 
tenant, and Henry Dement, sec- 
ond lieutenant. 


Two other companies, the Dixon 


Cadets and Dixon Blues, were or- 
ganized, but were not needed 'm- 
mcdiatcly. Nearly all 
enlisted 


again later and went to war. 


On April 25, the 
women ot 


Dixon expressed 
their nationa 


unity and patriotism when they 
presented a Banner to 
Captain 


Gorgas' company. The women 
had made the banner themselves 
spending long hours together at 
the old Methodist church. 
The 


presentation took place in fronl 
of the courthouse and was made 
by Miss Mary Williams who later 
became the wife of Henry Dement. 


The regiment of 970 men, of 


the Second Congressional district 
went into camp on the old fair 
grounds just east of the ceme- 
tery. The Company A members 
were presented 
with 
uniforms 


made by Dtxon women. 


13th Regiment Leaven 


June 16, the 13th Regiment of 


Illinois Volunteers left by rail for 
Caseyvllle, 
12 miles 
from 
St. 


Louis, and on September 2, the 
34th Illinois Volunteers left Dixon. 


A camp for recruiting and or- 


ganizing troops was established 
on the river bank west of the 
railroad, near where the shoe fac- 
tory now stands, on October 1. 
Col. 
John Dement was In com- 


mand of the encampment. 


Dement Phalanx went into win- 


ter quarters on December 5 In 
the stone building erected for - 
plow works near the depots. 


A newly - organized artillery 


company elected 
John 
Cheney 


captain on January 14, 1862. 'On 
February 2, the 46th Regiment, 
encamped In Dements Barracks 


of the outfit. 


New/Company Formed 


A new company was formed on 


'une 
10 with James W. Reardon 


as captain and on September 4, 
he 75th Illinois Volunteers in 
Camp Dixon, on the bank of the 
iver, was mustered into service 
with five companies 
from; Lee 


ounty and five from Whiteslde. 
This regiment left for Louisville 
>n September 27. 


Mrs. Dodge, ^continuing her ac- 


ount of the war years, wrote: 


"And 
so they marched''away, 


hat beautiful army of boys, with 
flags flying, and the inspiring 
>trains of the fife and drum; sad 
hearts, gay hearts;' .with experi- 
ences awaiting them to tuiji the 
strongest heart cold; weariness, 
oncliness, sickness, exposure, poor 
food, wounds, starvation in pria» 
ons, 
and'death for 'thousands of 


them." 
- 
. X * 


The total quotas' for Lee county 


were 2,454 men, and the enlist- 
ments were eight short of that . 
number.. : Just how ^the 
number 


was made up, whether by draft or 
ater enlistment, was not record- 
ed. The state was determined from 
the outset that the quotas called 
for should be filled by enlisted 
men, not by drafting. 


Bounty In Offered 


It became necessary, . after 
a 


Jme, for the county to offer a 
bounty and at the November term 
of court in 1863, a bounty of $100 
was offered to every .accepted vol- 
unteer. 
It was necessary, be- 


cause of. low funds In the treas- 
ury, to issue $15,000 In bonds for 
this purpose. 


At the February term of the 


supervisors' court, it was report- 
ed that $4,061.50 had been dis- 
tributed as a relief fund to fami- 
lies of volunteers. 


On July 18, 1864, the President 


called for 500,000 more men, and 
on September 14, the board ap- 
propriated $900 for each man en- 
listing to fill this calL The clerk 
was also authorized to Issue flin- 
ders not to exceed $150,000. He 
was also ordered to draw notet 
on the county treasury, for a sura 
not to exceed $2,000 for the re- 
lief of families of volunteers, not 
to exceed $100 each. 


The Volunteer Aid Assbciatio* 


on June 20, 1861, secured sub« 
scriptlons to the amount of $2,» 
625 as a fund for the benefit of 
famalies of absent volunteers. 


Individual Work Done 


Much individual work was don* 


to help families—such as hauling 
wood, providing food and cloth- 
ing. 


Inspiring In its 
character of 


patriotism was a group of school- 
age young men who formed a club 
for the purpose of helping soldiers' 
widows and families. The organi- 
zation had as its president Carlos 
Burr; LaFayette Davis as vice 
president; Goodwin 
Patrick 
as 


secretary; Sherwood Dixon as as- 
sistant secretary and 
Charles 


Giles, treasurer. 


Reports of the adjutant general 


show that Lee county paid $405,- 
214.75 bounties; to soldiers' fami- 
lies, $15,465.75; besides $218,707.55 
paid as interest on county war- 
rants or bonds: making a total of 
$639,388.05. This was more than 


through 
the 
winter, 
left 
for was expended by any other coun- 


Sprlngfield. John Stevens, father ty in the .state, with the exception 
of Dixon historian and newspaper- of Cook and Bureau counties. 


Only Eight Men Drafted; 
Volunteers Fill Quotas 


During the Civil war only eight men were called for by 


draft to fill the Lee county quotas. All the rest volunteered. 


The first quota assigned to the state by the federal au- 


thorities in 1861 was for 47,785 men. The second quota 
called for 26,148 in July, 1862. The following year (1863), 
the state was asked to provide 36,700 men. In 1864 the de- 
mands were great In February of that year, the call was 
for 46,309; an additional 18,564 In 
March and 32,887 more in Decem- 
ber.In all, the state Of Illinois fur- 
nished a total of 314,528 men. 


Towns Vote Bounties 


When the repeated demands for, 


more men began to reach these 
proportions, the county and the 
towns of Dixon, Palmyra, Lee Cen- 
ter and Willow Creek voted boun- 
ties and other Inducements in or- 
der to keep up the enlistment rate. 
The records show that the county 
paid $405,214.75 In bounties and to 
the families of enlisted men, $15,- 
465.75. An additional $218,707.55 
was paid in interest on county 
bonds; making a total of $639,- 
388.05. 


To Lee county goes the distinc- 


tion of paying more than any 
other county in the state with the 
exception of Cook and Bureau 
counties. 


Although tight men w«t c*Ued 


by draft to fill the .county" quotas, 
it is believed they never served. 
It is recorded by. historians that it 
is likely the number was made up 
by enlistments before the eight 
were called to duty;' 


Funds Appropriated 


John O. Fleck, Joslah M. Davis 


and Louis M. Blaisdale were ap- 
pointed commissioners by 
the 


board of supervisors and $6,000 
was appropriated to equip the vol- 
unteers of Lee county. The state 
legislature had passed a bill au- 
thorizing the formation of county 
volunteer groups but had mado no 
provisions for equipping the men. 
Thus the county appropriation was 
necessary. To expedite the pay- 
ment, script was issued but later 
in 1861, a tax of 25 cento on $100 
retired.the emergency script 


t)M 
(TMttd 


the state; legislature, the 13th Illi- 
nois Volunteer Infantry 
wa» 


formed and mustered into the fed- 
eralservice May 24, 1861, at Fort 
Dement, Dixon. Johij B. Wyman 
of Amboy was the commanding 
colonel, with .B. F. Parks of Au- 
rora as, lieutenant colonel; A. B. 'y 
Gorgas of Dixon and Frederick W.; 
Partridge were majors. 


13th Regiment Praised 


In a letter from the adjutant- £ 


general's office, this statement 
ment was made: 


"The Thirteenth was the first £ 


regiment organized from the Sec- £ 
ond Congressional District and« 
was composed of as good citizens •.* 
as northern Illinois had. Many .; 
that enlisted ,as privates,rose ta\l 
field ..officers iri later regiments, y 
Its colonel, John B, Wyman, or-i' 
ganized and commanded the Chi- : 
cago Light Guards, the first crack;' 
corps from the Garden City. He'; 
soon brought the Thirteenth to a; • 
degree of proficiency in drill and!', 
soldierly deportment that was 
never excelled by any regiment?; 
with which it was later associ- 
ated." 
. 
" 


The companies making up theV' 


34th Illinois Regiment were raised : 
by the surrounding counties and;*- 
first went, into camp at Campf 
Butler, Springfield, when regi- 
mental organization WM effected; 
(Continued » Eift ft* Cft Bl, 
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Postscript 


First Iron' Railroad Bridge at Dixon 


Nachusa Chapter of RAM 
Receives Charter in 1859 


Illinois Central trains began crossing the Rock river in 1855. The "iron" bridge above 
took the place of a wooden bridge built in 1854-55, and which lasted only seven years. 
The iron bridge, built on the same foundati ons, stood for over a half-century. 


Only Eight. . . 
(Continued from Page **. Sec. B) 
September 7, 1861. 


"Cheney's Battery" 


,^ It was on January 14, 1862, that 
*n artillery company was formal- 
ly grouped under the command of 
Captain John T. Cheney. This was 
the company to be known later as 
"Cheney's Battery." 
It was. in 


fact, Battery "F" of the First Illi- 
nois Artillery. In February, 1865, 
It was consolidated with other bat- 
teries of the regiment. 


The 75th Illinois Volunteers also 


^ncamped in Dixon under the com- 
%iand of Colonel George Ryan (the 
sams doctor who had led trie fight 
to change the county scat to Am- 
boy) and with John E. Bennett as 
lieutenant-colonel and William M. 
Kllgour as major. 
The organiza- 


tion was mustered into the federal 
service September 2. 1862. 
The 


outfit was made up entirely of men 
from Lee, Ogle and Whiteside 
counties. 
\ .* The 75th Volunteers crossed the 
fe 


Ohio river September 30th, and 
saw action at Perryville eight days 
later. 
Casualties were unusually 


heavy and in view of the fact that 
the men composing the outfit were 
all from Dixon and environs, the 
concentration of loss was severe in 
the community. 


Patriotism IK High 


Patriotism in Dixon during the 


war was high. A silk flag made 
by the women of the town, was 
presented to Company "A," 
13th 


Illinois Volunteers, and later the 
entire company was given 
uni- 


forms which had been tailored by 
these same people. 


Two other companies, the Dixon 


Cadets and the Dixon Blues, were 
organized, but were not called be- 
cause the first call for men was 
filled. 


A recruiting camp was estab- 


lished on the bank of Rock river 
in West Dixon. 
December, 1861, 


the Dement Phalanx, later to be 
known as Company "H," wintered 
at Dement Barracks in Grand De- 
tour. This stone building was later 
used by an implement company 
This group left for Springfield and 


active service on February 2, 1862. 


Dixon furnished another Com- 


pany "H," later a part of the 69th 
Illinois Volunteers. 
James W. 


Reardon was the captain and at 
first they did guard duty at a pris- 
oner of war camp at Camp Doug- 
las near Chicago. 


Casualties Are Heavy 


Indicative of the casualties suf- 


fered by the Lee county volunteers 
is the fact that in June, 1864, the 
34th Regiment which went to war 
1000-strong, had 
been 
whittled 


down to 340 men. 


In June of that year the 140th 


Illinois Volunteers which had been 
formed and camped at Dement 
Barracks, was mustered into fed- 
eral service with Lorenzo H. Whit- 
net as colonel; Michael W. Smith 
as lieutenant colonel and William 
O. Evans as major. 


HIT SONG. 1857 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 17,1857) 


—We have listened to a very fine 
piece of music, the "Hazelwood 
Waltz," composed by Antonia de- 
Anguers, and dedicated 'to Alex- 
ander Charters, Dixon, 111. 


By 1859 the first Masonic or- 


ganization in Dixon was almost 20 
years old and the need was felt for 
a lodge offering advanced Masonic 
work. On August 
1, 
Nachusa 


Chapter No. 56 of Royal Arch 
Masons was organized under dis- 
pensation. 


Charter member at this time, 


who also became the Chapter's 
first officers, were: Francis A. 
McNeil, High Priest; James A. 
Luckey, King; Isaac S. Boardman, 
Scribe; 
John Stevens, Principal 


Sojourncr; 
and 
Uriah 
Stroup, 


Master, Second Veil. 


Other charter members were: 


Franklin Gilmore, Nathan Wood- 
bury, John M. Morse, N. H. Stur- 
divant and David S. Pride. 


Other first officers were: Philo 


J. Warner, Captain of the Host; 
James R. Stewart, Royal Arch 
Captain; Nathan Whitney, Master. 
Third 
Veil; 
Theodore 
Randall, 


Master, First Veil; James A. Haw- 
ley, 
Secretary; 
and Hiram S. 


Mead, Tyler. 


Receive* Charter 


The Nachusa Capter received its 


charter Sept. 30, 1859. and The 
Telegraph of Jan. 26, I860, carried 
the following account of the first 
installation of officers: 


"The officers «-Iwt of Naohusa 


Chapter No. 56, wore installed 
at the Ma.vmic Hull, Nachusa 
Block, in this city, on Monday 
(•veiling last; M. E. 
D. 
W. 


Thompson, High Priest of Ster- 
ling Chapter, officiating in the 
con-monies. A beautiful :iml ap- 
propriate address was delivered 
by Com p. John Stevens to un 
appreciating audience; and Mrs. 
Sanhoni, 
with 
her 
excellent 


choir, contributed largely to the 
interest of the occasion. 


"Tlili 
Chapter 
commenced 


work under disinflation, AUK. 
1. 185*»—M. E. Comp. F. A. Mc- 
Nelll, II. P., and having procur- 
ed a charter at the later aessloQ 
of the Grand Chapter, wan con* 
Ntitutod, and IH now in a pro*- 
porous and healthy condition. 
This installation in the first 
fiinco its own election of officers 
under the Charter. The service* 
were witnessed l>y a full hall, a 
very fair proportion of whom 
were ladies." 
Total membership of the Nachu- 


sa Chapter as of Jan. 1, 1951, was 
203. 


Wins High Honors 
. 


At the annual convocation of 


the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the state of Illinois held in Chi- 
cago. April 25, 1950, a past high 
priest of the Nachusa Chapter, 
Companion Lyle R. Melvin, was 
appointed Grand Master of the 
Second Veil. 


Officers for 1951 arc: Charles 


W. Swim. Excellent High Priest: 
John M. Hawley, King; Joseph N. 
Hoover. Scribe: Hurry W. Thom- 
son. Treasurer; 
Charles N. A. 


Richards, Secretary: Merlon Ran- 
som, Chaplain; George E. Myers, 
Captain of the Host; George M. 
R a n s o m , Principal 
Sojouncr; 


Louis E. Etnyre, Royal Arch Cap- 
tain; William H. Jamison. Master, 
Third Veil; William R. Lafferty, 
Master, Second Veil; Jesse D. 
White, Master, First Veil; Edgar 
F. Deets, Steward; 
Robert A. 


Thompson, Organist; and Herman 
E. Schick, Sentinel. 


Dixon's Busiest Corner in 1861 


' •/.•or.'*?* 
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Perhaps the busiest corner in the Dixon business district was the Galena avenue 


and River street intersections in 1861. »»~ '- • "'"" nf tv"> ™rn*r '««><»•* "orth- 
west across Rock river. 


Here is a view of the corner looking north- 


Cricket Club Offers 
Manly Sport in '57 


In, 1857, long before the days of 


football, basketball, bowling and 
sports editors, there weren't many 
games of "healthful exercise." 


One of 
the 
earliest 
"sports 


stories" to appear in 'The Tele- 
graph was in July of 1857, when it 
was noted: 


"We are glad to hear that a 


Cricket Club is about being start- 
ed in our village. 
A play from 


which so much sport, combined 
with healthful exercise, is derived, 
should not 
young men. 


be neglected by our 


"KIND HEARTED ACT" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24, 1857) 


— We have very seldom witnessed 
an act of more thoughtful and kind 
hearted generosity than that mani- 
fested by Messrs. Smith & Mead 
in giving the pupils of Miss Gunn's 
Juvenile school a free sleigh-ride. 


HEARTS AND FLOWERS 
(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 7, 1857) 


— W. G. EHery has a fine selcc- 
ion of Valentines for the inamo- 
ratas of our city. The fourteenth 
of February will soon be here; 
but do not abuse it by sending 
hose horrid ugly pictures to the 
sensitive. — It is not right to 
wound the feelings of any. 


THANKS TO THE LADIES 
(Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 18, 1857) 


—The Ladies— Yes, 
the 
ladies, 


bless the dear creatures; we owe 
them ten thousand 
thanks 
for 


many blessings in general, 
and 


for their indispensable assistance 
in getting up the festival of last 
(Friday) evening. 


HOT TIME IN OLD TOWN 
(Republican & Telegraph, July 


9, 1857) — Yesterday the ther- 
mometer was 
shade. 


98 degrees in the 


Republicans Sweep 
County Elections 


On October 29, 1857, The Tele- 


graph & Republican reported the 
results of the County Republican 
convention 
at 
Aniboy. 
Those 


nominated 
were 
David Wclty. 


county judge; Thomas Eustace, 
county clerk; F. B. Little, treas- 
urer; Milton Santee, county sur- 
veyor; J. A. Hawlcy, county super- 
intendent of schools. 


H. E. 
Badger 
was 
meeting 


chairman and B. F. Shaw and H. 
G. Pratt, secretaries. 


On November 5, the newspaper 


reported the results of the elec- 
tion showing a clean sweep for 
the GOP with 
Wclty, 
Eustace, 


Little, Santee and 
Hawley all 


getting elected. 
,-- 
, 


"D-E-L-I-C-I-O-TJ-S" 


(Dixon Telegraph. June 16,1857) 


—CONFECTIONARY —' Messrs. 
Cheney & Co. are now opening a 
first-class confectionary store and 
eating saloon on Galena street, 
next door to Wallach's store. Ice 
cream 
and 
strawberries, soda 


water and lemonade:—d-e-1-i-c-i- 
o-u-s!! 
A nice place for young 


ladies and gents to resort of a hot 
evening. 


DISCLAIMS POWER OF WINE 


(Republican & Telegraph, Oct. 


27, 1859)—Our attention has been 
called to the fact that an error 
sccurred in our notice of premiums 
n fruit last week. The published 
ist of premiums this week shows 
that Win. Myers of Sugar Grove 
ook the first premium on apples. 
We disclaim the allegation, how- 
ever, that the excellent currant 
wine on exhibition on the occasion, 
had the effect on our vision to 
make the pink ribbon appear blue. 


TO FORM MILITARY COMPANY 


(Dixon Telegraph. Mar. 14, 1857) 


—The young men of Dixon are re- 
quested to meet at the rooms over 
S. Noble & Co.'s Bank on Satur- 
day evening, March 14, at 7 
o'clock to form a cadet military 
company. 
By order of commit- 


tee. 


LIGHT FOR SALE 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 7,1857) 


—Light, the article which all (ex- 
cept the thirty per cent men) 
consider indispensable, can 
be 


furnished by our enterprising fcl 
low-citizen. Geo. L. Herrick, b; 
the "wholesale or retail." He ha 
purchased the right to sell am 
put up benzole gns burners. 


?ire Discovered, 
)amage Prevented? 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 7, 1857') 


—Varney, Burton & Mooney's 
iplcndid. store on Galena street 
aught fire on the floor near the 
tove last Saturday night, but was 
ortunately discovered in time to 
prevent any damage. 
W« learn 


hat at Henry Webb's Provision 
store occurred a similar narrow 
iscape not long since. When will 
our citizens take heed of the many 
varnings, and organize a 
firo 


company. 


Sporting Fraternity, 
[gnores Hard Times 


(Republican & Telegraph, Aug. 


25, 1859)—Hard times don't ap- 
pear to affect the sporting frafer- 
lity. One week from next Friday, 
at the Fair Grounds at this place, 
Heigh Fender of Carroll and a Mr. 
Adams of Amboy (or thereabouts) 
run their favorite nags for 5200 a 
side. 


PAINLESS DENTIST 


(Dixon Telegraph, June 6,1857) 


—Dr. HolHster, dentist of our city, 
has introduced the new method of 
extracting teeth without pain or 
the use of chloroform. 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE 


, 


• 


1886 


On March 1st, 1886, in what is now 
known as the Kreim's Furniture 
Store, a young man by the name 


vof Joseph W. Staples started his 
business life as an employe of the 
firm of Camp & Son. furniture 
dealers and undertakers in Dixon. 
Seventeen years later, in 1903, Mr. 
Staples opened his own undertak- 
ing establishment which he con- 
ducted with dignity and quiet until 
he died in 1942. During the 39 
years he operated the business he 
became known far and wide as 
one of the leading undertakers in 
Dixon. 


1942 


1927 


On April 18th, 1927, Frank Buckley, 
a graduate of the Worsham Col- 
lege of Embalming became asso- 
siated with Mr. Staples and has 
successfully continued with the 
concern ever, since. Upon the 
death of Mr. Staples in 1942, he 
assumed active management, ac- 
quiring the business upon the 
death of Mrs. Staples in 1948, and 
is now the sole owner of the 
Buckley-Staples Funeral Home. In 
keping with the fine tradition of 
the founder, Mr. Buckley continues 
to operate a modem, well con- 
ducted Funeral Home and bought 
the present building in 1940. 


1951 


BUCKLEY-STAPLES FUNERAL HOME 


710 WEST THIRD ST., DIXON, ILLINOIS 


FRANK BUCKLEY, Owner 


PHONE 2-8671 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 
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DIXON MILLS, INC. 


are proud to be 


PARTNERS 


IN COMMUNITY. PROGRESS 


Federal Grain Inspector Stan Wassenaar, inspecting a load of corn about to be 
unloaded into the conveyor. 


Serving the farmers and 'dealers within a radius 
of seventy five miles, the Dixon Mills play an 
important part in the success and progress of 
the farmers in this community. Dixon Mills 
serves as a retail establishment for Dixon 
Diamond Feeds, and buyer of grain direct from 


local farms and country elevators. Dixon Mills 
also operates as wholesalers serving dealers in 
Nothern Illinois with Dixon Diamond Feeds, 
feeding ingredients, and grain. Dixon Mills is 
one of the largest sub-terminal grain elevators 
and grain drier in Northern Illinois. 


1946 


FEED 
Dixon 
Diamond 


Manufactured by 


DIXON 
MILLS 


Inc. 


1951 


Aerial view, of our mills and main offices, located at 602 Degof Avenue. 


Over a year ago Dixon Mills, Inc., introduced a completely new for- 
mula feed program. Since this introduction Dixon Diamond Feeds, en- 
riched with Manamar, have been winning new friends and satisfied 
customers every day. This program makes it possible for local live 
stock feeders to buy direct from the manufacturer at a substantial 
savings. We are proud of the economical feed lot performance of 
Dixon Diamond Feeds. Quality feeds, economically priced, and satis- 
factory service to our customers will always be our watch-word as we 
look forward to many years of progress with Dixon and the agricul- 
tural area of our community. 


DIXON MILLS, INC. 


602 DEPOT AVE. 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIAL 4-9241 


Loading • truck with "Dixon Diamond Feeds" ready to be shipped, out 


SPAPLRl 


Centennial Edition 
1851—DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
Pajrel~Sec.C 


1862... 550 Men Answer Call to Colors 


View of City From the North Side 


Northsiders had this view of the Dixon horizon in 1862. The picture, taken from 


the~horth, looks down Galena avenue, across the Luckey bridge to the summit where the 
spire of the courthouse can be'seen on the left and the outlines of the Nachusa hotel on 
the right. 
, 


Ravages of War Revealed 
•By Hollow Ranks of 13th 


When Dixon's own 13th Infantry Volunteer Regiment 


marched off at the beginning of the war with, flags flying, 
amid the strains of fife and drum, they were one thousand 
strong, with high hopes of quick defeat for the Confeder- 
ate Armies. 


Few realized that ahead of them lay what one of the 


wives later termed "experiences to turn the strongest heart 


I cold; weariness, loneliness, sick- 
ness, exposure, poor food, wounds, __ 
_ _. 
_ 
Home Folks Boost 
Soldiers' Morale 


. 
. 
.^starvation in prisons, and death 
''for thousands of them." 
j 
The ranks of the one thousand 


youthful patriots were to be sadly 
! 
depleted, and when they passed 
muster once again after the war, 
on the streets of Dixon, their 
hollow ranks were to echo the 
sound of once familiar voices. 


When the gallant Thirteenth 


held its first reunion after the 
war, it was a time for comrades- 
* in-arms to. be happy at the sight 


of a wartime buddy. It was also 
a time to be sad that a large part 
of 
the 
thousand would never 


again answer the roll call. 


The following newspaper ac- 


count of the reunion of the 13th 
(Dixon) Regiment was reported 
on March 28, 1868: 


The 13th Illinois Infantry Vol- 


unteer Regiment held its reunion 
at Dixon, 2:30 p.m. Great Western 
$ Band of Chicago played before the 


courthouse. About 200 or 300 left 


' from the original 1,000 attended. 


2:45: The band played "Rally 
Round the Flag," followed by a 
martial tune by the old drum 
corps of the regiment. Rev. G. E. 
Strobridge of Dixon M. E. church 
made opening prayer. President 
Col. Beardslee, Rock Island, made 
address. Letters read from: J. D. 
Crabtrce, A. P. Gorgas, Gov. 
d Oglesby, Gov. Fletcher, Gen. Far- 


rar, Gen. F. P. Blair, Gen. Logan, 
Ed Carr, J. W. Paddock and Mrs. 
Gen. Sherman, in behalf Of hus- 
band, who was "absent on the 
plains," Three cheers made for 
Gen. Sherman, Capts. Church, 
Wiser and Everest, sang that hap- 


(From "The -History of 
the 


Thirteenth Regiment, Illinois 
Volunteer 
Infantry). 


"When this thousand men came 


.o camp they brought something 
more than numbers. Some things 
hat could neither be counted nor 
weighed — some things that could 
ithcr prove a tower of strength, 
or a source of weakness to them, 
as they pushed on into the battle 
ine. 
Back of these men were a 


housand homes, more or 
less. 


Sach of these turned to the camp 
n Dixon. In these were fathers 
and mothers, wives, sisters and 
sweethearts. In these were well- 
wishers, tears and prayer; from 
them came many letters filled with 
inspiration, or as some cases dis- 
couragement. We called our regi- 
ment, 'One thousand strong'. But 
was it not true that one half of 
our strength was never seen in 


py song, 
gia." 
c "Marching Through Geor- 


Officcrs Elected 


"Gen. Partridge elected Prcsi- 


1f dent for following year; A. J. 


Pinkham, secretary and treasurer; 
Mr. Hubbard, corresponding secre- 
tary. Planned to meet at Dixon, 
May 27, 1869. Formed in yard for 
"marching orders," at dismissal 
and sang "America." Three rous 
ing cheers for Grant and Colfax 
given. Cpl. (afterward captain) 
Sockett, 
who 
in 
the 
battle 


took the flag from the death-grasp 
of Cpl. Patrick Riley, of Co. K 


'd: was loudly called for amid cheers 


and took his station as bearer, 
Regiments formed in courtyard 
marched down Galena and Main 
streets, headed by band, followed 
by the war-horse from which the 
lamented Gen. John B. Wyman 
had just dismounted to lead the 
charge in which he was killed 


1 
After horse, came drum corps. It 
was a solemn sight to see the few 
survivors of that thousand, who at 
V2 the call of their country, marched 


full of hope and courage through 
these same streets to the scene of 
battle, now with the riderless 
horse of their beloved commander 
and the same old flag at their 
head, pass through the streets 
silent with the sad thoughts which 
the scene suggests. And where are 
the remainder? And for what did 
they die? Let us never forget.' 


- 
Banquet Toasts 


Procession returned to Nachu- 


sa, dismissed to assemble at ban 
quet hall for banquet. Toasts 
"The 13th Illinois Regiment," "The 
Stars and Stripes," "The Regular 
Army," "The Pay Department,'' 
"The Citizens of Dixon," "Thi 
Loyal Press of the Country," "The 
Ladies of America," "The Rank 
and File," "Our Honored Dead.' 
Last followed by a "slow 'am 
* measured dirge from the bam 


that made the heart quake and 
the tears to flow, so impressively 
solemn and sad was it." 


The banquet was followed by a 


quadrille and promenade party. 


MEASLES PLAGUE SOLDIERS 


Measles and fever, it is reported 


came early to the soldiers of the 
13th Regiment and continued witl 
them to the end of service. 


It was found in the homes and 
hearts left behind." 
75th Volunteers 
Organized Here 


The 75th Illinois Volunteers in 


Dixon, on the bank of the river, 
were mustered into service by 
Adjutant General Fuller, Septem- 
ber 4, 1862. 


The regiment elected the follow- 


ng officers: 


George Ryron, colonel; John E. 


Bennett, lieutenant colonel; W. M. 
Kilgour, major; Jerome Hollcn- 
beck. adjutant; G. W. Phillips, 
surgeon; J. C. Corbus, assistant 
surgeon; J. E. Remington, quar- 
termaster. 


The regiment was made up of 


volunteers from Lee and White- 
side counties—five companies from 
each. 


The 
officers of Company A 


were James A. Watson, captain; 
E. Giles, first lieutenant; William 
Parker, second lieutenant; F. O 
Headlcy, A. K. Buckaloo, Horace 
Judson, W. J. Cogswell and J. A, 
Hill, sergeants. 


The company left for Louisville 


Kentucky, on September 27. 


"STATE OF MISERY" 


To the- men of the 13th Regi- 


ment the state of Missouri had the 
nickname of: "The State of 
Misery" due to some of the miser- 
able experiences within its borders 


The role of Dixon women in the 
ivil war was a heroic one. 
In March, 1862, the women of 
he town organized a Soldiers' Aid 
Society, under the leadership of 
Mrs. 
Enoch Wood. 
Among the 


many activities was the making 


a silk album quilt which had 


more significance than is first im- 
)lied. 
In the center of each 


dock was a' white silk piece, on 
vhich names were written—with 
each name bringing in a small 
sum of money. The quilt 
was 


bought, and given back, sold over 
and over again. 


During the first year of the war, 


vith many soldiers camped around 
Dixon, the women did a great deal 
of cooking to provide adequate 
:ood for the iicn. 


When word was received that 


;here would be a company of men 
;hrough towj. the women hurried 
to put on coffee pots, lard their 


Gallant in Battle 


HENRY D. DEMENT 


Enlisting as a private in the 


13th Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
in the Civil War, Henry D. De- 
ment, son of Col. John Dement, 
was successively promoted until 
he received the rank of captain, 
for his gallantry at Arkansas" Post 
and Chickasaw Bayou in 1862. 


Shortly after the fall of Vicks 


burg, he resigned his commission 
and after the war engaged in the 
manufacturing business in Dixon 
Beginning in 1872, he served two 
terms in the state legislature anc 
beginning in 1876 he was elected 
state senator from Lee and Ogle 
TOnmtics-for-two terms:1-"-""";"'' 


Capt. Dement served for a time 


as warden of Joliet Penitentiary 
and served as Illinois secretary of 
state from 1880-88. Afterward he 
became post office inspector for 
the district of Kane and adjacent 
counties, serving 14 years., 


He was born in Galena in 1840. 


He knew Abraham Lincoln inti- 
mately, knew President U. S. 
Grant and was a friend of Gener- 
als Logan and Oglesby and Gov. 
Yatcs. 


Trains Run Despite 
Repairs on Bridge 


In the fall of 1862, the Illinois 
;ntral railroad built 
an ' iron 


bridge in place of 
the 
wooden- 


truss work across the river. 


The bridge was constructed on 


the old piers. This 
work 
was 


completed 
without stopping a 


single train. 


BUILDING DECLARED UNSAFE 


In April, 1862. the Union block 


was lowered one story. The walls 
were regarded as unsafe for large 
assemblies after the fire in the 
adjacent lot in 1860. 


COLONEL DEMENT RESIGNS 


On January 1, 1862, Colonel De- 


ment' resigned, ,and 
Lieut. Col. 


Jones was appointed commander 
at the encampment of the 46th 
Regiment. 


Dixon Women Contribute 
Services to War Effort 


kettles for frying doughnuts and 
baking bread as soon as possible. 


Transients Are Fed 


When 
trainloads 
of 
soldiers 


passed through Dixon, the women 
of the town provided the food, it 
was reported Jhat the vegetables 
Were a welcome relief from the 
monotonous menu of hard, 
dry 


biscuits and poor salt meat. 


Other women knitted socks and 


made nightshirts for the wound- 
ed in 
hospitals. 
The 
younger 


women sang war songs at con- 
certs; school girls wrote letters to 
friends who had gone to the front. 


Although sewing machines were 


new and not very numerous, the 
Dixon women made and fitted uni- 
forms for Company A of the 13th 
Regiment. 


Thus they continued, through 


the duration of the war, provid- 
ing every need they could for the 
armies of the North. 


Tou're in the Army Now— 
You're Not Behind the Plow' 


(Excerpts from "Observation* of an Illinois Boy In 


Battle, Camp and Prisons—1861 to 1865" by Henry H. Eby 
of Mendota, Illinois.) * 
* 
* 
* 


"The guns we received were of the old kicking variety, and 


could kick equal to a mule. I can well remember having a very 
lame shoulder from the effects of discharging one of these firearms." 
* 
* 
* 
» 


"About Christmas <ime nearly all were supplied with 


good things from home. I can never forget the luxuries we 
received. They i were just delicious. I received a box contain- 
ing » roast 'turkey, a number of pies, cakes, and other 
things too numerous to mention." 
/ 
* 
* 
• 
* 


"On the way to camp, the night being intensely dark, the 


proper trail was missed and we became entangled in dense thickets. 
Hats were lost, clothes were torn, faces scratched and disfigured 
. . . some of the language fired off into the night air would not be 
considered appropriate at a Sunday school picnic . ." . the man who 
emerged from this affair with a smiling countenance was looked 
upon as being a saint." 
* 
* 
* 
* 


"General Grant had not the imposing s/ature that we 


in our then romantic notions regarded as heroic. Ho was 
quiet, kindly and considerate under all circumstances. He 
indulged in no parade and wore no fine feathers, as tho 
picture books had caused us to expect." 
* 
* 
* 
• 


"The soldiers were loaded as mentioned, following: First n 


knapsack, containing extra garments, underwear and blanket; also 
any trinkets that a soldier chose to have; second a haversack, con- 
taining three or four days' rations; third, a gun, a heavy belt with 
cartridge box containing 40 rounds, and last but not least, a can- 
teen full of water." 
* 
• 
* 
* 


"Tho canteen generally contained water, but there 


were occasions when It did no* contain water; perhapn __ 


•v, _ milk lf"*-eow could 'he-found,- and-the "finder" chanced "to be 


an expert milker, capable of milking Into the small mouth 
of the canteen." 
» 
• 
* 
•• 


"The Confederate loss in our front was fearful, because when 


ever they came in sight our artillery poured forth grape and can 
istcr, which literally mowed swaths through their ranks. And i: 
they approached within rifle or musket range, a dazzling sheet of 
tlame would burst forth from our long lines of infantry." 
Heads Volunteers 


From Fish to Flour 


B. C. DESHON 


B. C. DESHON, 


Groceries & Provisions. 


Dealer In 


'UN, SALT, FLOUR, MEAL, SOAPS, TUIS, PAILS, 


' Broom*. Wood and Stoneware,, . 


Main Street, 
Dixon, Illinois. 


The nearest retail business came to the modern day 


department store in the 1860s was an emporium such as B. 
C. Deshon's on Main street—an establishment which offered 
everything from fish to flour. 


This advertisement, representative of the age, appeared 


in a Dixon directory published in the 1860s. 


MAJOR WATSON 


Major James A. Watson, who 


raised a company of volunteers in 
1862 and after the battle of Perry- 
ville received his promotion to 
major. 


Born in 1812, he came to Dixon 


in 1850, contracted to build, and 
in. 1855 built the Illinois Central 
railroad through Dixon. 


Upon his discharge from the 


Union Army in 1865, he became 
superintendent of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, and for several 
years, subsequently, was a farmer 
in Dixon. ' 


He was first married in 1840, 


and in 1853 married Mrs. Richard 
Lovcland for his second wife. An 
enthusiastic member of the GAR, 
he was accidentally killed at the 
Dixon dam, May 8, 1893. 
*Green* Troops 
Soon Seasoned 


Soon after the firing on Fort 


Sumter, a shot which heralded 
the start of the Civil war, it is 
recorded by historians that "the 
prairies were ablaze with patriot- 
ism." 


In less than a month, most of 


the men who were to make up 
the 13th Regiment of tho Illinois 
Volunteers Infantry had gathered 
at DIxoh. The date was May 
1861. 


History says that these men 


were "new, not seasoned and some- 
what green; yet that was no fault 
of the timber." In the long war 
years ahead of them they were 
to meet' hardships 
with 
great 


It's Beans... 
Beans... Beans! 


The armies of the Civil war had 


—like all 
armies—their 
"chow 


hounds," that particular breed o: 
solders (including nearly all o 
them) which considers meal time 
the only "reasonable" hour a sol 
dier spends in his military day. 


'Henry H. Eby, of Mendota, Illi 


nois, records this subject in his 
"Observations of an Illinois Boy 
in Battle, Camp and Prisons— 
1861 to 1865" which was published 
by the author in 1910. 


He writes: 
"The event of the day was fall 


ing in for soup, prepared by tin 
cook on detail for the day, in his 
open-air studio. It was an article 
that would not pass muster at a 
fashionable restaurant, but it wa. 
hot, 
there was usually plenty of it 


the beans were abundant and a 
good as Michigan or New England 
soil could produce, the pork was 
the finest product of the Illinoi 
pork raisers, and if the cook had 
been mindful of his duty, had cook 
cd the soup long enough, an 
stirred it diligently to prevent it 
burning, it was very appetizing 
'went right to the spot, and buil 
fine locomotive apparatus for th 
future marching and battling. I 
on the other hand, he had beei 
careless and lazy, there was likely 
to be a summary court-martia 
and he was lucky if he escape 
with nothing worse than beta; 
tossed in a blanket. When on 
looks on the steaming pot, th 
words of the old refrain rise a 
once to mind: 


"Beans for breakfast, 
Beans for dinner, 
Beans for supper. 
Beans, beans, beans." 


"OUR CHAPLAIN" 


• Mr. Joseph C. Miller, a Baptis 
minister from Amboy, was ap 
pointed chaplain of the 13th Regl 
mcnt and was described as "a man 
of fine appearance 
and 
good 


address." 


valor and courage. 'One historia 
of the regiment wrote: "If lonf 
marches and 
sharp fighting b 


glory, then we got enough to set 
tic the froth on our patriotism o 
1861, and cooled to the point o 
going slow before taking a con 
trad of like size again."' 


Mayor in 1862 
Many on Dixon Honor Roll 
Come from Nearby Towns 


The town of Dixon is credited with about 550 volunteers 


'.or service in the Civil war. Many of these, however, came 
'rom adjacent towns, but are placed "on the roll of honor for 
3ixon. This is especially true of Palmyra volunteers. 


Of the number of soldiers reported from Dixon, there 


were 19 commissioned officers, and 42 non-commissioned. 
There were 52 promotions, a large number of 'which were 


f privates to commissioned and 
on-commissioned offices because 
f meritorious service. 
A "History of Dixon and Pal- 


myra," published in 1880, reported 
9 as having been killed in battle, 
r having met death from sickness 


Civil Wan Too, 
Had ^%Gold Bricks' 


JAMES B. CHARTERS 


Mayor of Dixon for the 1862 
erm was James B. Charters, son 
i Alexander Charters. 
Born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1831, 


ic was graduated from Trinity 
College, Dublin, 
in 1852, and 


tudied in The Inner Temple, Lon- 


don, 
England. He came to Dixon 


mmcdiately afterward and began 
>racticing law in 1856. 


He was elected county judge in 
877. 
In 1858 he married Miss Fanny 
. Charters, daughter of Samuel 
\f. Charters, who died in 1883, and 
n 1885, he married Miss Blanche 
loule, daughter of 
Dr. James 


Kent Soule. 


Judge Charters was a director 


of the public library 'from its 
ounding and a member of St. 
juke's Episcopal church, where he 
icrved as vestryman for 30 years. 


He died Feb. 4, 1902. 


Infantry Officer 


A.MOS BOSWOUTH 


On September 2, 1861, when the 


34th Illinois Volunteers left Dixon, 
second in command was Amos 
Bosworth of Dixon as lieutenant 
colonel. 


Colonel Bpsworth later died ol 


diseases contracted in the Army 
and his funeral was held in Dixon 
on April 21, 1862. 
April Is Sad 
Month in City 


April, 1862, was a sad month 


for the citizens of Dixon, 


During that time three of the 


city's leading warriors were either 
killed in attion or died of diseases 
contracted in the army. 


On April 17, it is recorded, that 


the funeral of Major Levanway, 
killed in the battle of Pittsburgh 
Landing, was held. On the same 
day, 
also, was the funeral of Cap- 


tain John Stevens who had dice 
of wounds received in the same 
battle. 


A few days later. April 21, Col- 


onel Amos Bosworth of the 34th 
Regiment was buried. 
He hac 


died of a disease contracted in 
the army. 


Recollections 
of 
those 
who 


served in the 13th Regiment indi- 
cate that the Civil War armies, 
ike those of modern times, had, 
heir "'gold-bricks'', 
idlers 
and 


others who rebelled against au- 
horlty. 
The following account is taken 


'rom a report on the camp punish- 
ments. It is from "This History 
of the 13th Regiment, Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry": 


Some "Enjoy" Guard-House 
"Of course the guard-house was 


a general resort for malefactors, 
but by some it was rather enjoyed 
than otherwise, if the term was 
not too protracted. This was a 
common punishment, 
and 
yet 


others were used, some of which 
were discontinued when we got 
.0 the front. I note from memory 
and a diary, some such as these: 
Tied to a tree' — 'gaged' — 'made 
to stand on a barrel some hours 
'or refusing to attend religious 
services'. 
I suppose the punish- 


ment in this case was for diso- 
Dedience of orders. 


"While all the men who enlisted 


pledged themselves to obey all the 
commands of their superior of- 
icers and, of course, ought to have 
kept their word, yet it was hardly 
wise on the part of the' officers 
n vdlunteer service to absolutely 
demand attendance 
upon 
such 


service, and later on it 
was 


abandoned. The fact is, that many 
of the officers, to begin with, were 
not prepared to know what should 
9c insisted upon and what should 
be left to the good sense and heart 
of the men. 


One "Wild" Irishman 


"I remember the case of one 


wild, young Irishman who had 
never controlled himself nor been 
controlled, who set out on a gen- 
eral course of wild insubordination. 
Falling into the hands of drill- 
master Brown, for some misde- 
meanor, he wag loaded with a ful 
knapsack and set on a double- 
quick with a right about face at 
the end of about ten rods; after 
this had gone on for half an hour 
he grew tame, and later I heart 
him say, he deemed it wise to fall 
in with the rules." 


n hospitals oV home on sick fur- 
ough, or dying soon after being 
ischarged because of wounds or 
isease contracted in the service. 
The list includes the following 


men: 


George L. Aikcn, Stephen Aus- 
;n, Charles A. Becker, B. F. 
terry, James Brennan, William 
ironson; Albert Brookficld, Alfred 
:. Buckaloo, Osborn' Cheney, 
oseph Clark, Homer Clink, John 
Cookson, Ezra Cooper, John Coyle, 
ohn Crawford, Daniel Cromwell, 
Villiam Culver, ATexander Done, 
George Ehrman, John Fitzgerald, 


rank Ford, Samuel Genung and 
en jam in Gllman. 
Lewis Gleichman, Charles Goble, 
lewis Gregwire, James Grogan, 
William- Hacket, Clinton D. Har- 
rison, John Hayes, Seth" J. Heaton, 
oseph Hill, Arthur Hoxie; Georga 
lummcrston, 
Michael 
Kane, 


Charles 
Kennedy, Deedrick 


Cruger, Charles N. Levanway, 
Samuel Lledy, Mark W. 'Ling:, 
oseph Loveless, Charles Mason, 
7homas McBride, George Mcln- 
yre, James McF. Mead and David 
Werrick. 


James H. Montgomery, Charles 


Mostellcr, Sidney Newell, .Edward 
O'Brien, Oscar Philbrlck, Theodore 


Raub, John Reeves, John R. 


Richards, Alex Rosenbaum, John 
Siefs, 
Albert 
Slater, 
William 


tackpole, Homer Stcadman, John 


Stevens, Samuel Stewart, William 
Stewart, William Stewart, N. H. 
Thompson, Thomas Twoey, Samuel 
Uhl, John William, Stephen Wil- 
haus and William Young. 


Killed in Action 


Drill... Drill... 


An historian of the 13th (Dixon) 


regiment recalls his early days of 
training for combat- 


"Drills of all kind, from 'squad 


to 'battalion' was at once institut- 
ed and kept up in a most vigorous 
way. It seemed hard, and was 
hard work, but It served us well in 
after months, whether on parade 
or on the march or in battle line. 
Our friends had no occasion to feel 
ashamed of us." 


ARTILLERY OFFICERS 


ELECTED 


At the election of the newly- 


organized Artillery Company on 
January 14, 1862, John Cheney 
was elected captain; J. H. Burton 
first lieutenant; H. L. Benn, sec- 
ond lieutenant; Thomas Picronet 
first 
sergeant; 
John 
Murphy 


Charles Mason, Ebenczer McCul- 
lough, DeVilla Scgncr, sergeants. 


GREAT REJOICING 


There was great rejoicing in 


Dixon on February 19. 1862, over 
the news of-the capture of Fort 
Donaldson. Scores of flags "were 
thrown to the breeze." 


Gents' Furnishings 


One Price Store. 


Arnold &Bro. 


DEALERS Df CLOTHING, 


GenU* Furniibing Goodf, Hate, C»pi, Trunks, Valises, <&c.' 


Reilly'* New Building, Main St., 


Gentlemen of Dixon, mindful of their Sunday-best-go 


to-meeting clothes, often patronized "Arnold & Bro.," mer 
chants who advertised the finest in "gents' furnishings" in 
the 1860s. 
. 
This advertisement is taken from an early, city directory 


MAJOR JOHN STEVENS 


Killed in the battle of Shlloh on 


Sunday morning, April 6, 1882, 
was. Major John Stevens, father 
of, Frank E. Stevens, the lat* 
prominent Dixon journalist and 
well-known historian of Lee coun- 
ty and the Black Hawk "War. 


Maj. 
Stevens came to Dixon in 


1846 from Huntingdon county. Pa., 
as one of Dixon's early residents. 
He was an attorney by profession 
and served as county superinten- 
dent of schools in 1853-54. 


At the outbreak of the Civil War 


he raised Company H, of the 46th 
Illinofs Volunteer Infantry and 
was made judge advocate and 
promoted to major, which rank he 
held at his death. 
Volunteers Bring 
Best They Hove 


Volunteers coming to Dixon to 


ioin in the formation of regiments 
and companies brought with them 
the very best they had and knew 
to bring. 


A historian of the 13th (Dixon) 


Regiment recalls: 


"In obeying the call of the gov- 


ernor and our patriotic impulses, 
most of the men came without 
military uniform; quite a requisite 
in army life. Those who came in 
uniform presented more of a sol- 
dierly' appearance, but had not A 
whit more of the soldierly heart 
on that account. The Scriptures 
are authority for the statement 
that 'No man goeth to warfare at 
his own charge.' So the boys of 
the Thirteenth came looking to th« 
government for rations and equip- 
ments. Yet some of the men wer« 
armed with revolvers, not knowing 
but that they would soon hav« 
need of them.- But I think it i» 
fair to say that all of the men 
who were harmed^ or killed by 
the use of revolvers during the 
war, except by accident, hardly 
warranted the trouble of carrying 
them." 


"QUAKER CITY" BUILDING' 
The 
"Quaker City" building 


(Number 209 First street)- was 
erected in the summer o; 1862. 
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1863... Vigilance Society Is Organized 


Rock River Excursion Boat 


- Typical of the river boats which often visited Dixon in the 1860s is the Alexan- 


der Mitchell, pictured above. These side-wheelers carried passengers on scenic excur- 
sions up and down Rock river. 
Council No. 7, R & S M, 
Is Organized in 1863 


Dixon's third Masonic organization, Council No. 7 of 


Royal and Select Masons, was organized under dispensation 
on Dec. 1,1863, at Masonic hall. 


Officers were: James A. Hawley, Thrice Illustrious 


Grand Master.; A. R. Whitney, Deputy Grand Master; I. S. 
Boardman, Principal Conductor of the Work; W. A. Levan- 
way, 
Captain of the Guards; Joseph Ball, Recorder; H. Mor- 


gan, 
Treasurer; and H. S. Mead, Sentinel. 


Late in the Nineteenth Century, 


the original council gave up its 
charter. The present council was 
reorganized July 25, 1917, with 
37 charter members, under dis- 
pensation. 


On Sept. 12, 1917, the council 


received its charter and received 
the same name as the original 
organization, "Dixon Council No. 
7 of Royal and Select Masons." 


Charter Members 


Charter members of 1917 still 


living in and about Dixon today 
are: Mark C. Keller, Louis A. 
Pitcher, Henry H. Hagen, William 
H. Ware, Guy H. Merriman, 
Grover W. Gehant, Glen F. Coe, 
Leonard G. Rorer, Clark W. Rlck- 
«rd, Fred P. Dana, Harry L. 
Quick and George C. Dixon. 


Membership has grown from the 


original 37 to the present day 
total of 75 active members. 


The pieseiit. officers of Dixon 


Council No. 7 R & SM, include: 


Thrice Illustrious Master, Sylvan 


E. Petticord; Illustrious Deputy 
Master, .Joseph Q. Dauntler; Prin- 
cipal Conductor of 
the 
Work, 


Volney 
E. 
Storey; 
Treasurer, 


Charles 
B. Fowler; 
Recorder, 


Charles N. A. Richards; Chaplain, 
William H. Jamison; Captain of 
the Guard, Louis E. Etnyre; Con- 
ductor of the Council, Holly E. 
Campbell; Marshal, Raymond E. 
Schmidt; Steward, 
George 
M. 


Ransom; and Sentinel, Harry H. 
Hulsart. 


There are 18 living past Thrice 


Illustrious Masters who maintain 
active membership in the organiza- 
tion. They are, in the order they 
served: 


Glen F. Coe, Charles B. Fowler, 


Sidney J. 
Eichler, 
Leonard G. 


Adams, Walter 
W. 
Trautman, 


Raymond E. Schmidt,1 William H. 
Nettz, Ralph M. Ferguson, Harry 
H. Hulsart, Harry W.' Thomson, 
John R. Witzleb, Charles N. A. 
Richards, Harold S. Coss, Louis 
E. Etnyre, Robert A. Thompson, 
Lyle R, Melvixi, Morton Ransom 
and William H. Jamison. 


General Praises 
Northern Victors 


At Vicksburg, Mississippi, Gen- 


eral McPherson wrote to the sol- 
diers of the 17th "Army Corps—of 
which the Dixon 13th Regiment 
was a part: 


". . . The achievements of this 


hour will give a new meaning to 
this memorable day, and Vicks- 
burg will brighten the glow in the 
patriot's heart which kindles at 
the mention of Bunker Hill and 
Yorktown. 


"This is indeed an auspicious 


day for you. The God of battles 
is with you. The dawn of a cor- 
responding peace is breaking upon 


you; 
the plaudits of an admiring 


world will hail you wherever you 
go, and it will be an ennobling 
heritage surpassing all riches, to 
have been of the 17th Army Corps 
on the Fourth of July, 1863." 


13th 
Regiment 


Men Are Killed 


The danger to life and limb to 


soldiers were many besides those 
on the battlefields. 


In the history of the 13th Illi 


nois Infantry Regiment which had 
been formed at Dixon, is the ac 
count of an accident which hap- 
pened to the outfit during a stay 
in Memphis. 


One of the batteries was re- 


moved from 
the 
boat 
to 
the 


levee. 
The 
incline from 
the 


anding to the city level was 
steep and paved with heavy cob- 
blestones. 
One of the guns had 


been unloaded and was being 
pulled up the hill. The men mount- 
ed the caisson in which the ammu- 
nition was packed. The box was 
full of percussion shells and must 
not have been properly packed, for 
as a wheel struck a stone, one of 
the shells exploded and that set 
off the rest and four men were 
killed or wounded. 


A few months later, the same 


,hing occurred as a batteVy was 
crossing the railroad at Hunts- 
ville, Alabama, with 
the 
same 


tragic results. 


\ 
January 14th 


(From "The History of the Thir- 


.eenth Regiment, Illinois Volunteer 
nfantry.") 
"From daylight to dark it con- 


inued to rain in perfect torrents; 
not even holding up long enough 
'or us to cook anything. The new 
Monitor came up from the Missis- 
;ippi river. She carries two 13-inch 
Jahlgren guns and is one of the 
best gun-boats ever built 


"Toward night it begqn to grow 


cold and we had to leave the decks 
ind hunt places below. Hartman 
and I laid (not slept) down on 
some cord-wood near the boiler. 
About 12 midnight it began to 
snow and we lay shivering till 
morning, which brought us no 
abatement of the storm." 


VICTORY CELEBRATION 


The news of the fall of Vicks- 


burg caused much rejoicing in 
Dixon on July 5, 1863. A delega- 


.ion 
of more than 500 persons ar- 


rived from Amboy and Sublette 
and flags were displayed in every 
direction. At night there was "a 
grand illumination." 


DIXON'S FIRST AND ONLY 


SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


A Better Place 


to Save 


FOR YOU... 


the Saver and Investor 


* SAFETY 


Since 1887, through careful and forward 


looking management, we have maintained 
the security of our shareholders' funds. 


We are proud of our 64-year record. 


* EARNINGS 


Our Savings and Investment Shares have 
consistently paid higher dividends than 


many other investments affording com- 
parable security and stability of value. 


AVAILABILITY 


Although most of the funds left with us 


are intended as long-term investments, 
we do maintain a strong cash position to 


meet withdrawal requests promptly. With- 
drawing members receive every dollar 


they have invested with the Association, 
plus the profits applicable thereto. 


A Better Place 


to Borrow 


FOR YOU., 


the Borrower 


* ECONOMY 


Initial loan closing expense is held to a 
minimum. Our interest rate is equitable 
and is charged on net unpaid loan bal- 
ances only. Prompt-paying borrowers are 
are rewarded by a reduced Interest rate. 


* FLEXIBILITY 


Loans may be repaid in any reasonable 
term . . . from H~ to 15 years: we 


. merely specify the minimum monthly 


payment. A borrower eager for a debt- 
free home may increase his regular pay- 
ment any month without prior notice. 


* ADDITIONAL ADVANCES 


We have recently introduced a new 
"OPEN - END MORTGAGE" through 
which we may lend further sums to our 
borrowers during the life of their original 
loan; this enables them to'secure our help 
on needed home improvements without 
added expense. 


* CONVENIENCE * 


Our office is new and modern, easy to reach, 
and is open for business 45 hours each week. 


, 
/ 


DIXON LOAN AND BUILDING -ASSOCIATION 


119 EAST FIRST STREET 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
PHONE 3-0291 


Wartime Diaries 


Excerpts from several diaries kept by soldiers in the Dixon- 


'ormed 13th Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, reveal the sum- 
mer campaign in 1863: 
* 
* 
* 
* 


"Sunday, July 5—Our division took the road at 2 a. ni. 


to reinforce General Sherman who is after Johnston. 
The 


<lay was excessively hot. Passed through the fortification!* 
that have been erected as our rear line. We came fifteen 
miles and camped just at dark.)' 


* 
V 
• 
* 


"July 6—Spent most of the day in a very pleasant camp. We 


'ound blackberries in great profusion and they were sought after 
and enjoyed. 
This kind of fruit was without doubt a great pre- 


server of health during the siege. Much foraging was done during 
';he day. Came two miles to the Big Black river." 
* 
» 
* 
* 


"July 7—Started early, crossed the river on pontoons, 


came 12 miles arid camped near Bolton. 
The heat and 


dust was very severe on the army. Many men \vere mm- 
struck and some died of the heat. We passed General Tu<- 
tlc's division. A kind providence gave us a shower of rain 
this evening. 


* 
* 
» 
* 


"July 8—Skirmish with the enemy" on the part of the cavalry 


was carried on. Our division started in the afternoon and marched 
iome ten miles in the vicinity of Clinton. We are laying in line of 
Dattle, Losses for the day small. The Fourth Iowa skirmished into 
taking a number of prisoners and killing and wounding some." 


Boot Merchant Guarantees Fit 


102 


BEST 1ND 
BOOTS IND SHOES 


A.C.SPECHT, 


8. S. Main sear Hennepto St 


r xn. 


.. C. SPEOHT, 


Dealer in Boots and Shoes and Rubber Goods. Fine Custom 


Work made a specialty, and a fit guaranteed in every case. 


S. $• Main near Cor. 
Hennepin St., Dlion, III. 


A. C. Specht, Dixon merchant in the 1860s, not only of- 


fered the "best and cheapest boots and shoes," but he also 
enticed Dixon buyers with the promise of "a fit guaranteed 
in every case." 


This advertisement first appeared in a Dixon city di- 


rectory. 


'Chow,' 1863 


A soldier's "chow" is not always 


good at its best . . . and rations 
for the men of the Union—and the 
13th Regiment (Dixon) in 1863— 
were not always "balanced," 


In recording the summer cam- 


>aign of 1863, one historian re- 
calls: 


"One feature of this campaign 


vas, that the army lived largely 
on green corn, just then in season. 
>Vhen the army stopped for dinner 
t would just strip acres of it for 
a single meal. 


"It would be cooked after this 


'ashion. A fire would be kindled 
between two rails, and the corn 
with husks on would be laid upon 
he fire. 
By the time the husks 


>vere burned off the corn would be 
cooked by the steam, and be in a 
delicious state to be eaten." 
Heads Company 


CAPT. JAME& W. REARDON 
A company of volunteers for the 


69th Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
was recruited in 1863 by James 
W. Rcardon, who became their 
captain. 


Capt. Reardon was born in 1829 


at Manchester, England, the son 
of a professional soldier in the 
British army, who fought under 
the Duke of Wellington in the 
Napoleonic wars. 


He came to the United States at 


the age of 21, and soon afterward 
made his home in Lee county. 


TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 
On September 18, 1863, the 


teachers of the public schools in 
North and South Dixon formed 
the Diicon Teachers' Association 
with J. V. Thomas as president and 
W. W. Davis as secretary. 


DAGUERREOTYPES 


It Is recorded that all soldiers of 


the 13th (Dixon) Regiment—like 
all others—earned with them the 
pictures of their wives, sweet- 
hearts, sisters, mothers. These, in 
that day, were daguerreotypes, 
tintypes and ambrotypcs. 


Infantry Officer 


COL. 
A. P. DYSART 


A widely known Nachusa farm- 


er, Col. 
Alexander ' P. Dysart, 


raised a company of volunteers for 
the 34th Infantry. 


Born in Huntingdon c8unty, Pa., 


in 1826, Col. Dysart came to Illi- 
nois in 1845. He was made captain 
by Gov. Dick Yates and went to 
the front under Gen. Buell of the 
Army of the Cumberland. When 
the major of his unit was killed at 
Shiloh, he took his place and was 
appointed 
major, 
receiving his 


appointment as colonel-after the 
battle of Stone River. 


In 1879 he was elected repre- 


sentative for the 12th district on 
the Republican ticket for Lee and 
Ogle counties, and was re-elected 
in 1881. 


Two brothers a'lso served during 


the Civil War, Lfc B. F., later post- 
master at Franklin Grove, and 
Cpl. James, who died of disease in 
service. 


'OnlyMan Vile9 


On October 19, 1863, the 13th 


(Dixon) Regiment was 
detailed 


for picket duty and sent into Ala- 
bama near Bear Crock. 


One historian of the regiment, 


recalling 
the 
event and 
date, 


wrote: 


"This Bear Creek Valley at this 


time of the year was one of the 
most beautiful I ever looked upon. 
The look down the stream gave 
the appearance of a scries of ter- 
races on either hand; the foliage, 
dark green pines, the brilliant oak 
leaves turned red by the cold 
weather and the chestnut leaves a 
beautiful yellow, gave a variety 
that was most pleasing to the eye. 
We might say of this country, 
'Every prospect pleases and only 
man is vile.'" 


DAM-REPAIRS COST $10.000 
On March 12, 1863, a contract 


was given to John H. Cropsey for 
repairing the mill dam. The con- 
sideration was $10,000. 


Effort Is Made to Halt 
Crime Throughout County 


In an effort to bring thieves to justice and to reclaim and 


restore stolen property, a ''Vigilance Society" was organized 
irrDixon in June, 1863. 


This Nineteenth Century of the»modern FBI, became 


necessary due to a wave of robberies and minor crimes. The 
organization of the society had an element of secrecy—antF 
no names of the citizens who participated in this protective 
group 
have 
been 
recordea 
in 
tne 
history 
books. 


Like others in the'nation in that 


Mayor in 1863 


DR. OLIVER EVERETT 


Dixon's mayor for 1863 was Dr. 


Oliver Everett, Lee county's pio- 
neer doctor, and in his time one of 
the best-loved and most respected 
men in the state. 


Besides being the county's pio- 


neer physician, Dr. Everett was 
also a nationally known geologist 
and naturalist, and some of his 
collections, gathered from youth 
to old age, are today among the 
exhibits at Loveland Community 
building in Dixon. 


Born in Worthington, Mass., in 


1811, 
Dr. Everett started west 


soon after receiving his nvedical 
degree, and reaching Dixon in 
1836, when few families had ar- 
rived, decided to make the Rock 
River settlement his home. 


A Lee county historian 
and 


newspaperman, the late Frank 
Stevens, 
in 
incorporating 
Dr. 


Everett's treatise on Lee county 
geology into his "History of Lee 
County," speaks of the county's 
first physician, thus: 


Rode Night, Day 


"Night and day, for over half 


a century he'rode the country ad- 
ministering to the sick. Nights and 
days he traveled, first the track- 
less prairies, then the muddy 
roads. Many times he had driven 
for 48 -hours at a stretch before 
seeking his pillow. To the rich and 
poor he ministered alike. If the 
patient was poor his name never 
found 
its way into D o c t o r 


Everett's account book and thus 
a fortune was' scattered over the 
county of Lee as his contribution 
towards building up this commu- 
nity. 


"In that long and busy practice, 


he assisted something like five 
thousand children into this world, 
and it is with pride that I place 
my name in the long, long list of 
children who so early greeted the 
good old doctor, whose presence 
and assistance at such a period 
was so important." 


He died in Dixon May 1, 1888. 


Men 'Celebrate' 
Christmas, 1863 


Christmas, 1863, for the men ot 


the 13th (Dixon) Regiment was a 
dreary day. 


The dawn came cold and cloudy 


and the regiment "celebrated" the 
holiday with a march of 16 miles 
over a. rough road and put up for 
the night in the vicinity of the city 
of Larkinsville, Alabama. 


One member of the regiment 


later recalled: 


"We rolled up in our blankets 


and looked up at the twinkling 
stars until they put us to sleep." 


After a rainy night and on a 


morning equally as cold and wet, 
the outfit moved to the west. 
Marching a l o n g the 
railroad 


tracks, the infantry regiment lett 
the more common road to the wa- 
gon trains "and' artillery. 
They 


moved in this way for about ten 
miles and at 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon went into camp at Woodville. 
a small railroad station. 


The regiment remained there for 


the remaining days of the year, all 
of which were cold, wet and dis- 
agreeable. 


SIGNIFICANT VICTORY 


On July 4, 1863, at 10 a. m. the 


white flag went up on the forti- 
fications of Vicksburg, Mississippi 
—one of the most significant vic- 
tories in the war. 
Members of 


the 13th (Dixon) Regiment re- 
called the event as "the best 4th 
of July since 1776." 


REBELS ON "VACATION" 
In the records of the 13th (Dix- 


on) Regiment it is recounted how, 
in 1863, a band of southern pris- 
oners en route north and passing 
the encampment of the 13th, called 
out to them: 
"All fashionable 


Southern gentlemen took a trip 
north during the suiruncr months." 


PRISONERS TAKEN BY 13th 
During the battle of Lookout 


Mountain in 1863, the 13th (Dixon) 
Regiment Is credited with taking 
258 prisoners of war. 


age, the group was organized on a 
volunteer basis. 


The society's Organization fol- 


lowed a resolution passed by the 
board of supervisors during the 
September term of court a year 
before (1862). 


Resolution 
M I 


This public notice stated: 
"Resolved, 
That 
it 
is 
the 


bounden duty of every good and 
law-abiding citizen in this county 
to aid, all that lies in his power, 
in the suppression of crime and 
theft; and any person or persons 
rendering good and valuable serv- 
ice to the county by informing the 
sheriff, or any other officer of the 
law. of the whereabouts of stolen 
property, or information that wil'j) 
bring to justice criminals in this 
or adjoining counties, shall 
be 


suitably rewarded by this county." 


Troops Pay 50 Cents 
For Drinking Water 


The 
13th 
Regiment 
(Dixon) 


often encountered serious prob- 
_lems of water supply in the 1863 
campaign. One report tells: 


"The drinking water was ba< 


and scarce, the only good water 
being found in cisterns; those were 
soon used dry, some of the men 
going as far as three miles to get 
it, and some of the boys paying as 
high as 50 cents for a canteen-ful. 
Provost Marshal 


JUDGE JOHN V. EUSTACE 
Provost marshal of this district 


during the Civil war was Judge 
John V. Eustace, who was associ- ( 
ated with the Dixon Telegraph 
from Jan. 24, 1852, to April 20, 
1854. 


Born at Philadelphia, Pa., in 


1821, he was graduated from the 
University 
of 
Pennsylvania m 


1839, and in 1841 was admitted to 
the bar at St. Louis. Judge Eus- 
tace came to Dixon in 1S43 and 
was married that ycnr. In 1857 
he was elected circuit judge, but 
soon resigned. 


He was elected circuit judge 


again in 1877 to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Judge W. 
W. Heaton, and was re-elected for 
six years in 1879. He also served 
a term in the state legislature, 
was a presidential elector in 1864 
and in 1876 was the Democratic 
candidate for attorney general of 
Illinois. 
Cavalry Officer 


COL. 
SILAS NOBLE 


A Dixon banker and attorney, 


Col. Silas Noble served in the 
Civil War in the 2nd 
Cavalry 


Regiment. 


Col. Noble came to Dixon m the 


early 1840s and was a one-time 
law partner with S. G. Patrick, an 
early co-owner of The Dixon Tele- 
graph. 


His death occurred shortly after 


the war.1 In his personal effects 
was found a letter written in 1818 
from his friend, Abraham Lincoln, 
then serving a term in Congress. 


Col. Noble's record includes a 


term as state senator. 


DIXON SEMINARY OPENS 
; 


The Dixon Seminary was opened 
j 


on September 8, 1863 in the Col- 
j j 


legc building by S. G. Lathrop and /',§ 
M. M. Tooke. 
, 
w 
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Centennial ESition 


A TRIBUTE ID A 


CENTURY-OLD 


NEWSPAPER 


The Officers, Directors and Staff of The City 
National Bank in Dixon join with .the citizens 
of our community in extending warm and 
sincere greetings to the publisher and staff 
of the Dixon Evening Telegraph on its 100 
years of progress. 


CITY NATIONAL 
BANK 


IN DIXON 


. 
* 
• 


Your "Good Neighbor" in Business 


OUR GOAL IS TO SERVE THE BEST INTERESTS OF OUR DEPOSITORS, OUR BORROWERS 
AND OUR COMMUNITY AT ALL TIMES. OUR POLICY IS BASED ON COURTESY, FAIR 


DEALINGS AND SERVICE TO OUR PATRONS 
* 


Mcmbei Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, American Bankers' Association, and Federal Reserve System 


OFFICERS 


E. L. CRAWFORD 


President 


MAX VAN SCOY 
Exec. Vice President 


V. TENNANT 
FRANK FORDHAM 


Cashier 
Ass't. Cashier 


CHARLES CLINKER 


Ass't. Cashier 


DIRECTORS 


E. L. CRAWFORD 
RICHARD S. DURKES 
HENRY W. HEY 


JOHN C. ROE 


L. G. RORER 


MAX VAN SCOY 


H. C. WARNER 


OUR STAFF 


BACK ROW, left to right: 


lima Hubbard, teller; Flavel Spangler, Secretary; Charles 
Clinker, Ass't Cashier; Ann Rosenberg, bookkeeper; Frank 
Fordham, Ass't. Cashier; Helen McKee, bookkeeper; Robert- 
Hillison, bookkeeper; Ethel Crawford, proof dept. 


FRONT ROW: 


V. Tcnnant, cashier; Ether Reynolds, custodian safe deposit 
vault; Alice Meyers, savings dept.; Sylvcne Lally, statement 
clerk; Max Van Scoy, exec, vice president. Mary Johnson, 
bookkeeper not shown in picture. 
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1864... 140th Regiment Leaves Dixon 


' 
*m 
- 
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It's HOMEWARD BOUND for Members of the 13th! 


In 1864, their term of enlistment 


finished, the members o£ the 13th 
(Dixon) Regiment, Illinois Volun- 
teer infantry, were homeward 
bound. 
' Amos H. Miller, historian, writ- 
ing in the annals of the 13th 
Regiment said of that memorable 
date: 


"Thursday, May 26th, at 9:45 


p. .m., the train started us home- 
ward. We went by the way of 
Decatur, Alabama, and Pulaski, 
Tennessee, and arrived at Nash- 
ville at 11 a. m. on the 27th. 


"A» the train rolled up the great 


open valley from Franklin to 


Nashville, one of the men standing 
on the top of the cars said, 'What 
a fine place for a great battle.' 
It was here at Franklin that Gen- 
eral Hood dashed his forces so 
fiercely against General Thomas' 
ranks, and following it up to Nash- 
ville was defeated; and it w?!s 
down this valley that his army 
went to pieces, never to gather 
again to do any great service. 


On Board Steamer 


"On the 28th we went on board 


the steamer Imperial and started 
down the Cumberland river. The 
greatest object that met our gaze 
was Fort Donelson. It was here 


that our army on those terrible 
days and nights of February, 1862, 
fought and suffered an.d won. It 
was here that General Grant lifted 
himself up before the eyes of the 
public, and from this time his sun 
of glory never set, 
nay, was 


scarcely clouded. Donelson will be 
memorable in the records of the 
Civil war. as one of the favorable 
turning points of our cause and 
one of the disastrous points of the 
Confederate army. 


"At 2 p. m. on the 29th we were 


out of the Cumberland and in the 
Ohio river, at 6:30 p. m. on the 
same day, and were safely landed 


at the wharf at Cairo, Illinois. 


No Shelter for Night 


"We spent the night on the 


streets without shelter, waiting 
for railroad transportation. At 11 
a. m. of the 30th we were again 
moving on the Illinois Central rail- 
road, the same over which we had 
started'out about three years be- 
fore, /how we were northbound, 
then were going south. 


"Then we were ready for glory 


and .experience, and now we had 
much of experience and some of 
glory. Then we were mostly boys, 
now we were men, if severe expe- 
rience and hard service could 


bring it about. But the boys were 
not all on the train this morning 
and we did not hear the ringing 
voice of our gallant Colonel Wy- 
man as on that other morning. 


"It is hushed. We are all more 


sober. We have seen sad sights. 
But the flag we bore Is still given 
to the breeze. It is dearer, it means 
more, it is not fine silk at so much 
a yard, it is the baptized emblem 
of liberty. But it did not even yet 
float over all our dominion, yet six 
hundred thousand brave men were 
in the field and on the rampart to 
say that it should. At this late 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. C) 
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It's Been Fun Growing 


Up with Dixon 


w,ITH the slogan, "We clean everything that's cleanable," Maurice E. 
Potter opened his cleaning establishment at 424 East River Street on May 


13th, 1929. Today the business has grown to one of the largest dry cleaning 
plants in this area. Opened on a small scale with limited equipment, the 
business was an immediate success, and as the volume of work increased, 
modem equipment and more help were added. Later, Mr. Potter's two 
sons, Eldon and Ronald, joined their father in the business and today play 
an active and important part in its management. 


For the convenience of our customers an uptown store was opened in 1930 
on East First Street. In 1949 the building at 109 Hennepin Avenue was ac- 
quired, where a modern tailor shop was added with two skilled, full time 
tailors in charge. Another feature of the business is the rug cleaning plant, 
the only such plant in Dixon, where rugs from the smallest to the largest 
are expertly cleaned. For the story of our plant's present success from such 


6 


a small beginning, we offer to you, our loyal friends and customers, our 
sincere thanks. 


1929 
1951 


POTTERS 
CLEANERS 


STORE-109 HENNEPIN AVE. 


DIAL 3-8341 
SHOP-424 E. RIVER ROAD 


DIAL 3-8351 


Captain Giles 
Heads Company 


The 140th Regiment, which had 


been at camp at the barracks near 
the depots for about six weeks, 
left for Springfield on June 16, 
1864. 


At Springfield the men were 


immediately sworn into service 
and ordered to Paducah, Ken- 
tucky. • 


The regimental officers were 


Lorenzo Whitney, colonel; M. W. 
Smith, lieutenant colonel; W. O. 
Evans, major; L. E. B. Holt, adju- 
tant; George W. Bishop, quarter- 
master. 


Officers of the Dixon company 


were E. Giles, captain; 
Joseph 


Ball, first lieutenant; Nelson Skin- 
ner, second lieutenant; George N. 
Northway, orderly sergeant. 


Mayor in 1864 


JAMES K. EDSALL 


One of Dixon's most 
famous 


men was the city's mayor .for 
1864, James K. Edsall. 


An attorney, Mr. Edsall came to 


Dixon on a lecture tour during 
the Fremont campaign for presi- 
dent. He was a former member 
of the Kansas legislature during 
the "Bleeding Kansas" slavery 
ssue and The Telegraph editor 
said Edsall had become a perma- 
nent citizen of Dixon and had left 
Kansas "on account of his peculiar 
ove of freedom." 


In 1857 he became incorporation 


attorney 
for 
Dixon, 
becoming 


mayor in 1864. 


He was electecl state senator for 


1870-72, and in 1873 was elected 
secretary of state for Illinois, re- 
maining in that office until 1881. 


Born in Windham, N. Y.. in 


1831, he died June 19, 1892, in 
Chicago. 


Circuit Judge 


WILLIAM W. BEATON 


Judge of the Circuit Court from 


1861 to 1877 was William W. 
Heaton, bom the son of John and 
Sarah Heaton in Oneida County, 
N. Y., in 1814. 


He was admitted to the bar at 


Tcrre Haute, Ind., in 1838, and 
came to Dixon in 1840, where he 
iracticed law until his appoint- 
nent as circuit judge. 


In 1877 he was appointed one 


of the justices of the Appellate 
Court for the First District of 
Illinois, and when court assembled 
n October, 
was 
chosen 
chief 


usticc. He died very suddenly in 
Chicago, Dec. 26, 1877. 


War Spy Faces 
Firing Squad 


Historian Henry H. Eby of Men- 


dota, Illinois, records the follow- 
ing account of the execution of a 
spy during the war: 


"While 
camping at 
Cripple 


Jreek we witnessed the execution 
of a spy and bounty-jumper. 


"The troops were drawn up in 


line on three sides of an open field 
in military order and facing in- 
ward. The criminal was escorted 
around on the inside of the square 
passing in front of the troops, and 
iiis coffin was carried in advance. 


"When the prisoner reached the 


open side of the square or field, 
he was halted and placed near his 
coffin in a standing posture, blind- 
folded and shot to death. The exe- 
cuting party was composed of 
eight or ten soldiers (the exact 
number I have forgotten). Their 
guns were loaded by outside par- 
ties in order that the executioners 
could not know which of them 
fired the fatal shots, as one-half 
of the guns were loaded with pow- 
der only." 
' 


Cpmbat Trail of 13th 


. The combat record of the 13th Regiment, organized 


at Dixon May 9, 1861, is one filled with heroics, hard- 
ships and tragedy in the long march through the South. 


The following is a chronology of the regiment's 


combat trail: 


The troops remained in Dixon until Sunday, June 


16, when they were ordered to Caseyville, Illinois; from* ( 
thence to Rolla, Missouri, by rail, July 6. Here they re* 
mained until October 10,1861, when they were ordered 
to Springfield, Missouri; and in 30 days (November 10), 
' they were ordered back to Rolla. 


They went into winter quarters at Rolla and re- 


mained until March 16,1862, when they were ordered to 
Arkansas; leaving Rolla, Missouri, on the above date, 
they marched via Springfield, to Pea Ridge, Arkansas; 
thence, via Kietsville, to Balesville, and thence to Helena, 
Arkansas, arriving July 14,1862. 


Regiment Leads Assault 
--. 


On December 27, 1862, they reached Chickasaw 


Bayou, being the first regiment to reach that battle- 
ground and lead in the assault against the enemy, on 
December 29,1862. Historians record that "in this bat- 
tle fell some of the brave boys of Lee county." 


On January 11, 1863, the troops participated in the 


battle of Arkansas Post. Then followed the battle at 
Jackson, Mississippi, May 22, 1863, in which they were 
engaged; and on the 22nd of the same month, they par- 
ticipated in the assault on the rebel works before Vicks- 
burg. 
- 
ft 


* From -there they returned to Jackson, Mississippi, 


and participated in the siege of that city, July, 1863. 
They were in the battles of Tuscumbia, October 26 and 
27, 1863. From there to Lookout Mountain, November 
24; thence to Mission Ridge on the following day (No- 
vember 25); two days later (November 27, 1863) they 
were in the battle of Ringgold, Georgia. In the follow- 
ing spring (May, 1864) they were in the battle of Madi- 
son, Alabama. 
Their term of service having expired, they returned 


to Springfield, Illinois, and were mustered out of the. i 
service of the United States on June 18,1864. 


Veterans were transferred to the 56th Illinois Vol- 


unteers,, among whom were some of the Lee county 
soldiers. 


Troops Suffer 
Cold New Year 


New Year's Eve 1863 was any- 


thing but "happy" to a member of 
the 13th (Dixon) Regiment then 
fighting in Alabama. 
The regi- 


mental history contains the fol- 
lowing account of that night and 
the first day of 1864: 


"On New Year's eve there came 


a remarkable 
change 
in 
the 


weather. 
In a very few minutes 


the wind began coming down the 
gorge with a most mournful 
whistling noise. The tents that 
were wet from the 
hard rains 


froze stiff in a short time and in 
some cases were blown down. 
Later it began to snow. It was 
a night long to be remembered. 
Not only at that locality, but all 
over the United States the cold 
prevailed to an alarming degree. 
Railroad trains were stopped and 
people frozen on the trains. In 
many sections people who were 
caught out perished, and stock 
of all kinds and fowls were frozen 
to death. 


"That Cold New Year" 


"It is known in the calendar as 


that terrible cold New Year's day.' 
We lived through the night and 
then as early as possible filled 
ourselves up with hot coffee and 
hard-tack. 
Many of the boys 


gathered among the rocks on the 
hillside and built large fires of 
dry cedar." 


'Fun9in War... 


There were many grim and 


bloody experiences in the history 
of the 13th (Dfxon) Regiment- 
but not all existence was without 
some merriment. 


A historian, recording the an- 


nals of the regiment, recalls an 
early day in March—a day which 
was anything but bloody, but not 
without "combat" of a special 
kind: 


"Spring with all its mildness be- 


gan to show itself during the ear- 
ier days of March. It 'was much 
enjoyed, and accounts of it were 
sent north by letters to home 
folks, who were yet in the embrace 
of winter. 


Yankees Are Blamed 


"But on the night of March 4th, 


it began to snow and stopped only 
when the whole earth was covered 
fourteen inches deep. The natives 
of fourscore years had never seen 
the like, and could only, account 
for it on the theory that somehow 
the Yankees were responsible for 
it. They hardly dared put their 
heads out of doors. But it was a 
holiday for the boys who had been 
raised amid snow drifts in the 
north. 


"They made the most of it. It 


was almost worth an officer's head 
to go to his meals, for a couple 
of days, while the crop of snow- 
balls lasted. 


"A snowball party was gotten 


up after the fashion of the old- 
time spelling match, with officers 
for captains on either side. It was 
said that some Of the boys put 
chips and little stones in the balls 
that were intended to reach some 
of the officers that were not liked. 


"I am inclined to think that no 


viciousness entered into this lively 
and delightful sport," 


MANUFACTURE SCALES 


The Messrs Fargo, Pratt & Co. 


began the manufacture of plat- 
form scales in Dixon on April 21, 
1864. 


Cavalry Officer 


GENERAL BOWMAN 


One of Dixon's earliest citizens 


achieved high honors during th* 
Civil War, Gen. Samuel M. BowV 
man. 


Gen. Bowman came to Dixon in 


1837 from Pennsylvania and open- 
ed Dixon's first dry goods store at 
the corner of River and Galena 
streets with Isaac S. Boardman, 
his brother-in-law. 


He was named leader of the 


town's first Methodist congrega- 
tion when the church was organ- 
ized in 1837, and built the firsjjj 
Lee county courthouse in 1840. 


He was admitted to the bar in 


1844, 
and when his store burned 


in 1846 he moved to St. Louis, 
where he practiced law. In St. 
Louis he became acquainted with 
Gen. William T. Sherman, who be- 
came his lifelong friend. He became 
cavalry officer on Sherman's staff 
during the war and left the serv- 
ice brevetted a major general. 


Sherman selected Gen. Bowmarf* 


as his official biographer and he 
wrote a history of the famous gen- 
eral. 


In his latter ycare he was much 


in demand as an orator, and died 
June 4, 1885, in Kansas City, 
where Gen. Sherman pronounced 
the eulogy over his remains. 


Citizens Meet, 
< 


Returning Heroes 


Company A of the 13th Regi- 


ment came home from the war on 
June 21, 1864 and were met by 
a large delegation at the depot. 


The troops were escorted to the 


courthouse square where it is re- 
ported a "sumptuous dinner was 
spread for the 'soger boys'." 


i 


HOME DESTROYED BY FIRE 
On January 2, 1864. the house 


of John Riley was burned down. 
Loss on the building and furniture 
was estimated at §1,500; insur- 
ance, $800. 


HARMONIC1 CLUB FORMED 
The Dixon Harmonic club was 


organized on February 11, 1864. , 
The members consisted of 
the 


Misses Goodno, Anna Wadsworth 
and Neiye Hoit and Messrs. J. C. 
Ayers and A. J. Brubakcr. 


SOLDIERS ON FURLOUGH 
On January 21, 1864, the 34th 


Regiment returned to Dixon for 
a 30-day furlough. There were 340 
men here at that time and the 
citizens gav« them a public re- 
ception. 
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202 FIRST STREET SINCE 1892 
THE LATE 
THE LOVELAND COMMUNITY HOUSE 


NEWCOMER 


Graduated from Leaf River high school and 
the Steinman Business college and entered 
the employ of the original firm, Loveland 
and Stiteley in 1897. He started as boop- 
keeper, stenographer and all-around helper. 
Handled trusts* that required experience and 
careful management and is now, in addition 
to his duties as a member of the company, 
a director in the Dixon National Bank. 


SENNEFF 


Entered the business over 44 years ago and 
is known in Dixon and northern Illinois as 
one of the leading insurance adjusters of 
losses by fire, lightning and windstorms. He 
is also an expert on the writing and analyz- 
ing of insurance matters of every kind. -He 
is a tireless worker and is always glad to 
assist friends and associates. 


H. D. WADE 


Started with the company in 1933, with time 
out for service in the U. S. Navy from June, 
1944, to March, 1946. Returning to the of- 
fice immediately after his discharge, and is 
now bookkeeper and clerical man for the 
company. 


GEORGE C. LOVELAND 


FOUNDER OF 


F. X. NEWCOMER & COMPANY 


1891—1951 


KEEPING IN STRIDE WITH DIXON FOR 


SIXTY YEARS 


Believing that some day Dixon would become an important city in this part of Illinois, George C. Loveland, a 
man with vision and faith in the future of Dixon, formed a co-partnership with the late Frank E. Stiteley in 
1891. The firm of Loveland and Stiteley started in one room at 123 First Street on the second floor of the 
building owned by Mr. Loveland, now occupied by the Ford Hopkins Drug Store. This partnership was suc- 
cessful from the beginning and as time passed, Mr. Loveland, wishing to be relieved of business responsibilities, 
disposed of his interest to the junior member of the company, Frank E. Stiteley. In 1900, a new company was 
organized and known as the Stiteley-Newcomer Company, its owners comprising Frank E. Stiteley, Charles H. 
Stiteley and F. X. Newcomer. The company moved into larger offices across the street to 202 First Street 
and continued under this name until 1914. In that year, a new co-partnership was organized by Mr. New- 
comer, J. U. Weyant (now deceased), and H. E. Senneff and became known as F. X. Newcomer Company 
which purchased all interests in the former concern, dissolving the former partnership. Both Frank E. and 
Charles H. Stiteley moved to California. 


Upon the death of Mr. Weyant on November 14th, 1948, the company was again reorganized and became 
known as F. X. Newcomer and Company. Mr. Newcomer and Mr. Senneff became co-partners with R. E. 
Schmidt, H. D. Wade and H. D. Newcomer. At that time the ne\v firm adopted the slogan, "The Service 
Agency," and have faithfully handled all business entrusted to them in the manner the slogan suggests. This 
present firm and its predecessors have been busily, engaged in buying and selling real estate, loaning money for 
life insurance companies and private individuals, writing insurance of every kind and nature, acting as executors 
and administrators in settlement of estates and as conservators and agents, trustees and receivers for closed 
banks and supervision and management of farms for both resident and non-resident owners. 


A BUILDING DIXON IS PROUD OF 


i 


George C. Loveand passed away in 1937. leaving in trust his entire estate amounting 
to about $570.000 for the erection and operation of a building to serve as a meeting 
place for entertainments for the citizens of Dixon and community and to be known as 
The Loveland Community House. The building was completed about ten years 
ago and has been kept in excellent condition for civic affairs. During the past year 
almost 1200 meetings were held with an attendance of more than 51.000 people. Mr. 
Loveland selected his long-time associates to serve as trustees and named F. X. 
Newcomer. H. E. Senneff and J. U. Weyant. 
' 


* 
After the death ot Mr. Weyant, H. D. Newcomer, was appointed as successor trustee. 


% 


The trustees contributed from the estate over $30.000 to the Dixon Park Board to start 
a fund for the construction of an outdoor swimming pool for the people of Dixon and 
vicinity. . 


1891 
1951 


The F. X. Newcomer and* Company and its entire staff extend 
sincere congratulations to the Dixon Evening Telegraph on its 
100th anniversary. We are proud to have grown with this century, 
old concern during the past sixty years. 


J. U. WEYANT 


Started with the company in 1914 and re- 
mained with them until his death in 1948. 
Mr. Weyant was one of the outstanding men 
in the community and acted in numerous 
positions of trust with credit and honor. 


R. E. SCHMIDT 


Twenty-three years ago Mr. Schmidt joined 
the organization and his work is principally 
in the Insurance Department. He is a com- 
petent" insurance man and considered one of 
the top men in his line of work. 


H. D. NEWCOMER 


Has been Associated with the company for 
sixteen years and is manager of the farm 
supervision work. He-was born and reared 
on a farm, acted as bookkeeper in a bank and 
a real estate operator in Glen Ellyn for sev- 
eral years. His experience and help in this 
phase of the business is attested by many 
farm owners who have-benefited by his 
services, • 


F. X. NEWCOMER AND COMPANY 


202 FIRST STREET 
REAL ESTATE, LOANS AND INSURANCE 
DIAL 4-1621, DIXON, ILL. 


rSPAPERI 
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1865... Flax Mill Is Important Industry 


«1P^— 
Many Dixon Businesses Wax and Wane 
In Turbulent Era Following Civil War 


Dixon's early industrial leader* 


experimented with many kinds of 
Industry from the time a dam was 
first completed across Rock river 
in 1850 to furnish water power for 
bianufacturing purposes. 


Often the enterprises met with 


Immediate and lasting success, if 
blessed by a combination of de- 
mand for the product, adequate 
financing, escape from the nume- 
rous fires or other disasters of the 
time, and the financial and busi- 
Bes genius of the manufacturer. 


At other times, businesses were 


'forced to quit because of shortage 
Of capital, destruction of uninsured 
property by fire, diminishing de- 
mand or inaptitude on the part of 
the entrepreneur. 


Many Products Matte 


- Among articles which have been 
produced in Dixon, but whose 
makers were forced out of busi- 
ness, are: Flax bagging for baling 
cotton, steel files, platform scales, 
beer and alcohol, plows and farm 
Implements, woolen textiles, flour, 
carriages and wagons and various 
leather goods. 


In 1865 one enterprising citizen 


Started two manufacturing busi- 


nesses, both housed in the same 
building. He was F. McMartin, who 
on Aug. 2, 1865, started a woolen 
mill, and at the close of the year 
Installed a flouring mill in the 
same building. 


Apparently the two businesses 


were more than he could handle, 
for not long afterward he disposed 
of both, and in 1867 the combined 
businesses came into the hands of 
two brothers, Lorenzo Wood, a Dix- 
on attorney and. jurist, and his 
brother, Thomas L. Wood. 


Encouraged by Editor 


The editor of The Telegraph, 


who was ever ready to encourage 
industry in his town, visited both 
of the businesses and observed 
their operation. He told readers: 


The Flouring 'Mill 


"The Dixon City Mills are of 


great interest, especially to the 
fanners in this vicinity, inasmuch 
as the firm is a custom mill. It is 
under the proprietorship of Loren- 
zo and Thomas L. Wood. 


"The building is of stone and is 


three stories high. The mill has 
three runs of stone, which' can, 
when running 
full capacity. 


grind out six hundred bushels of 
wheat in 24 hours. 


Owner* Help Out 


"Messrs. 
Wood employ 
four 


hands, 
besides being practical 


workmen themselves. They 
pay 


out to hands in this department 
$240 per month. 


"The machinery throughout the 


mill is of the most approved pat- 
terns, and when in motion moves 
smoothly, easily and with pre- 
cision. 


"In its construction great pre- 


caution was taken, introducing 
nothing but first-class machinery, 
and the result of this care and fore- 
thought is a first-class mill. 


'All It Can Do' 


"At present it is having all the 


work that it can do, and is doing 
it in a manner unsurpassed. It has 
its friends throughout Lee and 
Ogle counties, and does an exten- 
sive business. 


"Mr. 
Thomas L. Wood has 


charge of this mill, and his years 
of experience, as well as good 
Judgment, has given the mill a 
reputation that is of the Utmost 
importance to its future success, 


In Retrospect. . . . 


"We were called by the Government in its "hour of 


special peril. We promptly responded. There was toil 
and exposure and suffering and death to many. If we 
who live may be permitted to speak for all, we would 
say that we would not change it. The Union was pre- 
served and humanity was helped by it. In what better 
way can men exert themselves or even sacrifice life?" 


(From preface to "The History of the 13th 111. Regiment.") 


and one rarely attained by other 
institutions in this section of the 
country. 


Woolen Mill 


"This establishment is in the 


same building with the Wood Bros. 
flouring mill, and is connected 
with it under the same proprietor- 
ship. We gave this .mill a 'short 
visit and was much surprised at 
the amount of work it does. 


"It is a one set^ mui and will 


turn out nearly twenty thousand 
yards of flannels and cassimeres 
during the present year besides, an 
mmense amount of yarn and the 
carding and spinning done for 
other parties. 


'This mill employs ten hands, 


and pays out to them about $100 


1902 - 1951 


Dixon Council 690 


Knights of Columbus 


SALUTES 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 


ON ITS 


100th Anniversary 


Forty-nine year* age, on June 29th, 1902, the Dixon Council 
No. 690 received its charter and 52 charter members were 
initiated. The council has grown steadily and now has 220 
members. 


OFFICERS 


FATHER KXLDUFF 
Chaplain 


KENNETH JOYCE 
Grand Knight 


DAVE KELLEY . Deputy Grand Knight 
JOE CONROY 
Chancellor 


DONALD NOLAN 
Recorder 


CHARLES O'CONNOR . Financial Sec. 
JOE MURPHY 
Treasurer 


DEAN McCRYSTAL 
Lecturer 


J. R. FTTZSIMMONS 
Advocate 


GENE FANE 
Warden 


JOE GARLAND 
Inside Guard 


PAUL TIMMONS 
Outside Guard 


JOHN CAIIILL 
Trustee 


JIM BURKE 
Trustee 


JDICORKEN 
Trustee 


per week. In this factory one sees, 
on entering, a large number of 
ooms at work with a clatter and 
noise that is very unpleasant until 
t is overcome by becoming famil- 
ar with it. 


Loom 'Almost Human* 


"Did you ever see a loom in ope- 


ation, reader? If not, it is time 
•ou did, for if ever a creature of 
ron could be made to be almost 
uman, it is a loom. 
"If a single thread breaks or a 
huttle fails to go through the 
vhole width of the cloth, the loom 
tops instantly, and waits to have 
the defect remedied. 


"In the same room are carding 


machines, but we will not attempt 


describe them—they are too 


vonderful in their construction. 
Uso on the same floor are spin- 
ing jacks, with, we could not say 
ow many spindles—but a large 
umber, each one working inde- 
endently; and here, too, is shown 
gain the wonderful ingenuity of 


man, 
for the whole mass stops 


pinning if one thread breaks or 
ails to connect. 


Too Complex to Describe' 
'We are not well' enough versed 


n 'machinery to describe this last 
pparatus in all its details. It is 
3 complex that one needs to 
•atch it many times to fully un- 
erstand its modus operand!. 
"We advise all who have never 
isited such mills as this and the 
nitting mill to call at them and 
ake plenty of time to fully exam- 
ne them. 


•Should Charge Admission' 


"Many of us have paid fifty 
ents each to see fancy glass 
lowers operate, and it is a curious 
nd pleasing sight, but right here 
mong us we have institutions of 
veryday labor that are more 
•onderful in their operations than 
lass blowing, and many have 
ever visited them. We thii\k that 
11 there is to do is to charge 25 
o 50 cents admittance and cover 
ur bulletin boards with flaming 
osiers, and our factories would 


profitable as 'shows.'" 
But for all the editor's kind 


words and his optimistic outlook 
or the two enterprises, they were 
oomed to extinction. 


Fire Destroys Building 


In the disastrous fire which 
roke out in the Becker & Under- 
ood flouring mill in the same 
uilding block on Dec. 4, 1875, the 
V'ood Bros, woolen mill and flour- 
ng mill was destroyed along with 
ther property, for a total value 
f $32,700. Total insurance on the 
roperty was only $13,130. 
The ruins of the Woods Bros, 
uilding were never rebuilt, and 
ie twin business ventures appar- 
ntly went out of existence. 


Dixon Prepares 
[Draft Machinery 


The response of Dixon and Lee 
ounty 
to President Abraham 


^incoln's call for men to fight in 
he Union Armies in the Civil War 
s a well known fact, which all the 
historians of the county's chron- 
cles have emphasized. 


So heavy was the patriotic re- 


sponse from the county's fighting 
men, from the time war began, 
that the records indicate only 
eight men were called by the draft 
,o answer the call to arms. 


Nevertheless, with so many vol- 


unteers leaving for the front the 
jottom of the manpower barrel 
of potential soldiers was finally 
reached and the draft machinery 
did go into operation. 


The Telegraph recorded that on 


Jan. 28, 1865, a matter of weeks 
oefore Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee surrendered 
his forces 


April 9, 1865, to Union Genera 
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox 
the "Dixon 
Draft 
Association' 


was formed. 
/ 


The officers were: President 


Isaac Jones: treasurer, James A 
Hawley; and secretary, W. W 
Davis. 
Program Put on 
By Music Group 


Culture in Dixon dated almos 


from the city's beginning, and th 
list of quadrille balls, cotillions 
and parties sponsored by churche. 
and other groups have been im 
posing. 


Imposing too, is the long list o 


lecturers and entertainers who pu 
on their performances at jix 
change and Union Halls, a list tha 
would make any of the nineteenth 
century Who's Who books. 


One auspicious day for Dixon 


culture was on Mar. 31,1865, when 
* big program was presented a 
Union Hall, all from local talent. 


On this date, the 30 members o 


the Dixon Musical Association per 
formed th« oratorio of "Queen 
Esther." 


bseph Crawford 
Heads New Bank 


The Lee County National bank 


vas organized with a capital of 
5100,000 on April 1, 1865. 


Those elected as members of the 


board of directors were: 


Joseph Crawford, Joseph Utley, 


S. Williams, E. W. JPomeroy, 


osiah Little, Jr., Abijah Powers 
.nd William Uhl. 


Joseph Crawford was elected 


iresident: S. C. Eells, cashier; and 
'ohn Coleman, assistant cashier. 
Helped Lincoln 


Lincoln's Death 
Saddens Dixon 


Dixon citizen* were greatly 


Maddened by the news on April 
14, 1865 of the assassination of 
President 
Abraham . Lincoln. 


The chief executive had many 
friends in this city and wan 
well remembered for his visits 
here. 


A large meeting of people 


was held in front of the court- 
house 
at 
which resolutions 


were 
adopted 
appropriately 


expressing the sorrow of the 
citizens. 


COLONEL DOWNING 


When President Lincoln was 


hot at Ford's theater in Washing- 
on on the night of April 14,1865, 
ne of the five men who carried the 
.vounded president to his house 
,cross the street, was Col. Obadiah 
. Downing. 
Born in New York in 1835, he 


moved to Chicago at an early age 
and was in charge of the first. 
tore in Kankakee, later opening 
another store in Warren. 


In February, 1867, Col. Downing, 
ame to Dixon to begin the manu- 
acture of flax bagging. 


Earlier, when war broke out, he 


vas in New York where he en- 
sted in the Army of the Potomac. 


He was captured in 1864, was ex- 
hanged the next year and joined 
he staff of Gen. George A. Custer. 
He marched with Gen. Custer in 
the Grand Review of victory for 
he Union Army in Washington. 
He was brevetted lieutenant colo- 
icl near the end of the war. 


After two years in the flax bag- 


ging business in Dixon, he turned 
o farming, later engaging in the 
agricultural implement business in 
Dixon. He retired from business in 


892. 


Dixon Factory Earliest 
Established in Nation 


Mayor, 1865-66 


• 
PERSON CHENEY, JR. 


A popular Dixon mayor was 


Person Cheney, Jr., who headed 
the city government for 1865-66. 


Mr. Cheney came to Dixon in 


1850, and for 18 years was pro- 
prietor of the Waverly House at 
the Northwestern depot. He was 
also interested in farming, owning 
a farm in South Dixo'n township. 


He was city alderman for 1864. 


For several years he was proprie- 
tor of other hotels in Iowa. 


Born in New Hampshire in 1831, 


he died in Dixon Jan. 22, 1916. 


Cost of War 


The statement of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury of the 
United States 
regarding 
the 


amount of money expended for 
all purposes during -he War ol 
the Rebellion, from 
1861 to 


1865, 
totaled $6,189,929,908. 


In addition to this amount, 


about 
$3,000,000,000 paid to 


soldiers as pensions from 1880 
to 1909, brought the entire 
cost of the war to the sum ot 
$9,189,929,908. 


Dement Erects 
Factory Building 


In the summer of 1865, Col. John 


Dement erected part of a large 
stone building that was to house 
one of -Dixon's biggest industries 
In the late 1800s. 


It was the home of the Dixon 


Plow Works and was extended 
eventually to dimensions of 80 by 
140 feet, with four stories. 


Established in 1856 by,Col. De- 


ment, the plow factory won many 
prizes at agricultural fairs with its 
products. 


In 1867 the busines was trans- 


ferred to W. M. Todd and H. D. 
Dement, who conducted it for two 
years, selling it in 1869 to F. K. 
Orvis & Co., of Chicago. 


On May 12, 1879, the plow firm 


was purchased by Charles H. Cur- 
tis of Chicago, who added many 
other implements 
products. 


to the list of 


Important to the industrial life 


bf Dixon in the 1860s was the 
flax bagging mill, Uie first of its 
kind established 
in the 
United 


States. 


The mill was started under the 


proprietorship of Col. John Do-. 
ment. The project was first con- 
ceived in 1865 and the mill erect- 
ed a year later. 


In February, 1867, the mill be- 


gan operation under the owner- 
ship of Messrs. Jerome & Down- 
ing, and a few months later their 
names were used to designate the 
mill. 


Knowing the demand for the 


manufactured material, the mill 
was established on a large basis, 
and fts soon as operation began, 
it turned out 1400 yards of bal- 
ing cloth per day. 


The original building was of 


stone. 45 by 75 feet, two stories 
high. 


Demand Is Great 


After three years of operation, 


the demand was so great for flax 
bagging, that it was necessary to 
extend the factory building back 
60 feet, making the whole build- 
ing 45 by 140 feet, and. increas- 
ing the capacity of the mill to 
3,200 yards of baling cloth per 
day by 1881. 


In that year (1881) the mill was 


employing 50 men, women and 
girls. 


The mill used 8.000 pounds of 


tow per day, which Col. Dement 
manufactured himself from 36,000 
pounds of flax straw which was 
the product of 25 to 30 acres of 
land. The' mill ran at full capac- 
ity for 280 days each year, thus 
turning 1,260 tons of flax tow in- 
to baling cloth per year. 


The mill received three 
car 


loads of tow a week and shipped 
two car loads of bagging. Most 
of the product was shipped south 
to Memphis and Louisville, and 
some to St. Louis, from where it 
was distributed through the cot- 
ton fields where' it was used to in- 
close bales of cotton. 


Man Loses Life 
As House Burns 


On February 8, 1865, a dweH- 


ig house in Dement Town, owned 
by Col. J. Dement, was burned 
down about 'three o'clock in the 
morning. The building was occu- 
pied by a Mr. Peifer, who, in his 
efforts to save valuables, lost his 
life by burning with the building. 


Casualties 


The following figures give 


the number of lives lost in the 
Union armies of the United 
States during the war from 
1861 to 1865: 
Killed in battle 
67,058 


Died of wounds 
43,012 


Died of disease 
199,105 


Died In prisons 
30,156 


TOTAL 
839,351 


SONG HIT, 1865 


The most popular song of tha 


day in 1865 was the significant 
and happy "When Johnny Cornea 
Marching Home." This parade 
tune was dedicated to the return- 


I ing servicemen. 


Wooden Sidewalks and Unpaved Streets 


Streets that were muddy and rutted in the spring and winter and dusty in the 


summ'ers, and wooden sidewalks were a part of the Dixon street scene in the 1860s. 


Citizens often complained of the dust in summer, and the women deplored the 


wooden walks with projecting spikes which snagged their long, sweeping skirts. 


This view, taken in the 1860s, is looking southeast toward Exchange Block at the 
corner of First and Galena streets. 
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1866... Freight Volume Marks Prosperity 


Knights Templar Hold 
First Conclave in '66 


The first conclave of Dixon Commandery No. 21, 


Knights Templar, was opened in form at the Masonic hall in 
Nachusa block on Galena avenue, between First and Water 
streets, July 24,1866, with the following officers: 
- 
Sir Knights James Andrew Hawley, Commander; Wil- 


liam Anderson Levanway, Generalissimo; Charles Richards, 
Captain General; Andrew Jackson Blanchard, Prelate; Mor- 
risHolcomb, Senior Warden; Charles Kellum, Junior Warden; 
Horatio James, Treasurer; George Hyde Sampson, Recorder; 
John Spafford Hunt, Standard Bearer; Peter C. Rooney, 
Sword Bearer; Norman Cleland Warren, Warder; and-Na- 
than Rowe Sturdivant, Captain of the Guards. 


Confers Red Cross 


• After the dispensation from the 
Guard Commander had been read 
and ordered spread upon the rec- 
ords, the Illustrious Order of the 
Red Cross was conferred on Jason 
Cyrus Ayres, Hiran. Smith Mead, 
James Vila Dester, Daniel William 
McKenney, Harvey Morgan and 
Alfred S. Dimick. 


The charter 


r; Joseph A. Dauntler, Sentinel; 
"art O. Matson, E.P.C., First Her- 
lit; John C. Roe, E.P.C., Second 
Hermit; Grover W. Gehant, E.P.C., 
'hird Hermit; Louis Etnyre, First 
3uard; Homer 
Senneff, 
Second 


Guard; and Ralph M. Ferguson, 
"hird Guard. 
. ' 


was granted Oct. 


23. 1866. 


All departments 
of 
Masonry 


were greatly 
advanced 
by Sir 


Knight James Andrew 
Hawley, 


who was raised in Lee Center 
Lodge No. 146 in 1856 and one 
year later transferred to Friend- 
ship Lodge No. 7, serving as Wor- 
shipful Master from 1859 to 1868. 
He was High Priest of Nachusa 
Chapter No. 56 for three years, 
Thrice Illustrious Master of Dix- 
on Council No. 7 for two years 
and Eminent Commander of Dixon 
Commandery No. 21 for 
seven 


years. 


Held State Offices 


• In the Grand Bodies of the State 
he served as Grand Master. Grand 
High Priest, Grand Puissant and 
Right Eminent Grand Comman- 
der. 
. 


Half a century later, Dixon Com- 


mandery was again honored by 
having one of its members elected 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
In the person of Sir Knight Glen 
F. Coe, R.E.P.G.C., who'has served 
•s Worshipful Master of Friend- 
ship Lodge No. 7, was commis- 
sioned" a Grand Lecturer and *or 
more than 25 years has served on 
Grand Lodge committees. 


He is at present a member of 


the jurisprudence committee and 
Grand Representative of the Grand 
Lodge 
of South Australia. 
He 


was elected High Priest of Na- 
chusa J^iapter No. 56, Royal Arch 
Masons in 1919; Thrice Illustrious 
Master of Dixon Council of Royal 
and Select Masons in 1921; Emi- 
nent Commander of Dixon Com- 
mandery No. 21 in 1918; and Right 
Eminent Grand 
Commander of 


Knights 
Templar in Illinois in 


1926. 


Fllln Other Posts 


While serving as Grand Com- 


mander he became deeply inter- 
ested in the Knights Templar edu- 
cational foundation and for years 
has served as treasurer of this 
foundation. For the past 25 years 
he has been the Grand Represen- 
tative of the Grand Jurisdiction of 
Texas for the Grand Commandery 
of Illinois. 


He became a member of Free- 


port Consistory in 1917 and was 
crowned a 
Sovereign Grand In- 


spector General, Thirty-third De- 
gree member 
of 
the 
Supreme 


Council, Northern Jurisdiction, at 
Boston, Mass., Sept. 21, 1921. 


He became a member of the Red 


Cross of Constantine in 1926, re- 
ceiving honorary distinction, and 
was crowned a Knight of the York 
Cross of Honor in 1940. 


He has served as Worthy Patron 


of Dorothy Chapter No. 371, Order 
of the Eastern Star, and Watch- 
man of the Shepherds of Corin- 
thian Shrine No. 40, White Shrine 
of Jerusalem. 


Impressive Meeting 


Perhaps the most impressive 


meeting ot Knights Templar in 
Dixon-was held Oct. 6, 1917, when 
a Conclave was opened in full 
form by Sir Knight Robert G. H. 
Beckingham, Eminent Comman- 
der, at its asylum at Peoria Ave- 
nue and First Street. The line 
were formed at 1 p. m. and ac- 
companied by approximately 2,000 
visiting Sir Knights paraded to 
the Assembly Park 
auditorium 


where 
Englewood Commandery 


No. 59 conferred the Order of Red 
Cross .on .Companion Frank Orren 
Lowden, Governor of Illinois. 


At 7:30 p. m., Humboldt Park 


Commandery No. 79 conferred the 
Order of Malta and immediately 
afterward Dixon Commandery No 
21 created him Sir Knight of the 
Order of the Temple. Short ad- 
dresses were made by Sir KnigbJ 
Andrew Jackson Redmond, Right 
Eminent Grand Commander; Sir 
Knight Louis Lincoln Emmerson 
Grand Senior Warden; 
and Sir 


Knight Frank Orren Lowden, the 
newly created member. 


Present Office™ 


The present officers, installed 


in 1950, are Sir Knights: John 
Miller Hawley, Eminent Comman 
der; William Frank Helfrich, Gen 
«raHssimo; Joseph Nelson Hoov 
or;'. Captain General; 'Charles Ro- 
land 
Clothier, Senior Warden 


Merton Ransom; Junior Warden 
Lyle Rufus Melvin, E.P.C., Prel 
ate; Charles Bertel Fowler, E.P 
C., Treasurer; and Harry W 
Thomson, Recorder. 


Lawrence C. Albright, Standarc 


Bearer; Paul M. Black, 
Swor 


Bearer; L. DeLos Morehouse, War 
der; J&ae D. White, Color Bear 


ERECTS FLAX FACTORY 
In the summer of 1866, Col. John 


Dement erected the flax factory 
uilding, which was 45 by 64 feet. 
The manufacture of bagging was 
ommenced the next February by 
erome & Downings. About 1870, 
Colonel 
Dement increased 
the 


uilding to a length of 140 feet. 
6 Temperance Groups Flourished 
In Early Dixon; Only One Remains 


Bold Letters on Wooden Signs 


Before the age of electric and neon signs, Dixon merchants proclaimed their 


wares in bold letters on wooden signs that projected out across the wooden sidewalks. 


This view of Dixon's business district in the 1860s is from a painting which re- 


produced an early photograph of First street looking west. 
• 


Diocletian Lewis, after he had 
made a series of lectures in which 


denounced liquor, among other 


things. 


Women Visit Saloons 


On-Nov. 30, a few weeks after- 


vard, the women visited, enmasse, 
.he saloons of Dixon, requesting 
,he proprietors to desist from the 
vicked practice of rum selling. 


As a result of their strong pro- 


tests, added to those of the men, 
the new city authorities took steps 
.0 enforce the liquor laws contain- 
ed in the city charter. Several sa- 
oonkeepers were thrust into jail, 
'rom where they pointed accusing 
'ingers at their brothers on the 


The organization of a lodge of 


Good Templars in Dixon on March 
3, 1866, was representative of the 
•nany early temperance organiza- 
ions that have been organized in 
he city, but were disbanded later 
Decause tliey had served their pur- 
iose or because interest in the ac-' 
ivities lagged. 
This lodge, No. 756, surrendered 


ts charter two years afterward, 
n the spring of 1868, and its ac- 
ive members united with another 
emperancc organization. 


Dixon has had a total of at least 


ix temperance organizations, four 
of men and two of women. Of the 
six only one, the Woman's Chris- 
ian Temperance Union, remains 
active today. 


Had Early Champions 


But temperance had its cham- 


pions from the very earliest date 
of Dixon's settlement by John 
Dixon in 1830. 


The founder of the city, who 


carried on a trading business with 
the Indians, abhorred whiskey and 
other traders unscrupulous enough 
to use liquor in their trade with 
the Indians. 


Churches Took Part 


Rigid temperance principles also 


were a part of Dixon's churches 
from the earliest times, and some 
of the fraternal orders, although 
not organized for the purpose of 
enforcing temperance, took stern 
measures against the whiskey traf- 
fic. 


The first temperance group in 


Dixon was the Sons of Temper- 
ance, instituted under the name of 


Lee County Division No. 376, on 
July 15, 1853. First officers of 
the group were: Lorenzo Wood, W. 
H. Andrews, W. H. H. Crow, J. 
Kerr, J. W. Clutc, A. T. Murphy, 
H. O. Kelscy and H. Brookner. 


The Telegraph, in speaking of 


the Sons about a month later said 
their rolls were "increasing very 
rapidly, already numbering some 
50 members." 


Owned Meeting Hall 


The Sons of Temperance group 


probably enjoyed a large member- 
ship, for members had their own 
meeting hall, as is indicated by 
the records of 1857, when on Feb. 
13, a lodge of Good Templars "was 
organized in the Sons of Temper- 
ance hall." 


The second group apparently 


did not last more than a few years. 


because a Good Templars* lodge 
was organized again in 1866.' 


These two first groups, however, 


must have been strong enough to 
be instrumental in the defeat of 
the proposed city charter, which 
town voters rejected on March 2, 
1857, and again on April 18, 1858. 


Accepted in 1859 


The main reason the charter was 


turned down was because of its 
inadequate provisions to regulate 
the sale of liquor. When these 
provisions were incorporated into 
the charter it was passed by a siz- 
able margin on March 7, 1859. 


The first women's group to or- 


ganize against the liquor trade 
was the Martha Washington Tem- 
perance Society, which was form- 
ed Nov. 10, 1858, by a number of 
women at the instigation of Dr 


Miniature Headlines in '66 


During the year, Joseph Utley's building, the Key Stone House, 


A. S. Dimick and William Smith's building, and Pinckney's block 
were erected. 
• 
' • 
• 
• 


The Masonic fraternity held a grand celebration In 


Dixon on <Iune~25. Lodges were present from Am boy, Lee 
Center, 
Mclugin's 
Grove, 
Rochelle, 
Frank 
Grove 
and 


Grand Detour. 
• 
• 
* 
• 


A Division of the Grand Army of the Republic was organized 


n Dixon on July 26, 1866. 


» 
• 
• 
* 


The Bucklln Kiln Manufacturing Company uan Incor- 


porated with » capital of $100,000. 
A largo stone fac- * 


tory, 40 by 140 feet, was created and In May, 1867, the com- 
pany began operation in It* new building, but the busi- 
ness failed in less than a year from defects In the working 


' of the Bucklin patent. • 
* 
» 
". » 


The Presbyterian church was dedicated on October 28. 
The 


sermon was preached by Rev. W. W. Harsha, who had been the 
irst pastor of the congregation. 


outside, still merrily engaged In 
the brisk and illicit liquor traffic, 
and at others who had sprung-up 
in the captives' stead. 


On Feb. 4, 1870, the Father Mat- 


hews Total Abstinence and Benevo- 
lent Society was organized. 
Offi- 


cers were: President, Daniel Cur- 
ren; recording secretary, 
John 


Fane; corresponding 
secretary, 


William Croak; financial secretary. 
Peter Coffey; 
treasurer, Owen 


Smith; marshal, Francis Doran; 
and honorary president, the Rev. 
J. W. Kennedy. 


In 1875, Frances Willard came 


to Dixon to organize the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union. 


Two Railroads 
• 


Haul Tonnage :• 


Evidence of the prosperity df 


the city in 1866 and the surround- 
ing country is the tonnage of 
freight received and shipped a^j 
Dixon during that year: 


The Illinois Central received 


78,402,490 pounds and shipped 
17,060,000 pounds. 


The Northwestern railroad rcT 


ccived 
17,565,360 
pounds 
and 


shipped 46,622,950 pounds. 
" 


The total shipment in pounds-— 


both received and sent— amounted 
to 159,650,900 pounds. 


Commodities Shipped 
" 


Shipments from 
Dixon, 
ove? 


both railroads, at that time in- 
cluded such commodities as: 
'* 


Flour, wheat, oats, corn, rye* 


barley, horses, sheep, cattle Iiv8 
hogs, wool and lumber. 
" 


Most direct route of shipment 


was to Chicago where these raw 
materials and live stock con- - 
verged for distribution to all partq 
of the nation. 
* 
ft 


Included, too, among the ship*, 


menta in these days were' the. 
plows, carriages flax bags 
and 


other 
items 
manufactured 
at 


Dixon, 


Following the financial slump oC 


the war years and the period, di- 
rectly after, 
Dixon 
began 
to 


prosper and to pay off the indebt- 
edness incurred by the war. 


PAIXX SHQF BURNS 


On June 2, 1866, the paint ahop 


of W. J. 
Daley, on Hennepin. 


street, was burned, at a loss of 
$500. 


STYLE LAGER 


35 YEARS 


of prompt, -efficient 
and courteous service 


to this community 


I Our Faith 
Thank You 


is in a 


continually 


growing 


and 


prosperous 


Dixon 


Industry 
Contractor 


Farmer 


and Merchant 


for your 
patronage 


Dealers in Salvage and 


Waste Materials 


SINOW & WIENMAN 


114 River Street 
Phone 3-%01 
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THAT'S THE STORY IN BRIEF 


George H. Beier, present owner of the Beier Bakery, is 
shown in the photo above. Actively engaged in the 
management of this vast opeation, he is striving always 
to preserve, enforce and improve wherever possible, the 
fundamental policies set forth by his great grand- 
father, Rheinhold Beier. Mr. Beier wishes .to express 
his gratitude to the thousands of Beier Bread customers 
for the part they have played in this progress. His 
promise to you is, "Beier's Bread... The Best". 


Bheinhold Beier founded this great bakery in a small store 
on Depot Avenue, Dementown, during the year 1869. He set 
forth certain fundamental policies of honesty and integrity to 
guide his entire organization and lead them in a sincere effort 
to turn out always the finest in bakery products. In the trying 
years of reconstruction following the war between the states, 
no time, effort or expense could be spared in promoting bet- 
ter public health through better food. Dixon appreciated these 
high standards and Beier's Bread soon became famous. It was 
but natural that success should come to this new company and 


itennial Edition 
1851-DIXON7 EVENING TELEGRAPH—1951 
*& 
if 
i? 
Centennial Editk : '•." 


\ t 
<,o-;TV.c-VT-.r-"" " •-- 
"•V.",-- 
*«,; • * - ;-7~" v;r -- • ,v,<», "s^r" 


* 


HERE IT IS IN DETAIL ... 


tHcxl with tlie tremendous impetus given by modern scientific 
research and improved baking methods, the Beier line should 
continue to improve in quality from year to year. 


For over three generations, the Beier organization has held to 
the high standards of its founder. Our plant enlarged from 
time to time, has finally reached some degree of perfection in 
our great new home on River .Street. From here our fleet of 
trucks travel annually a distance of several times around the 
abbe, 800009 more them 200 tojvns aud cities. 
JB^K^y^*'- '^np^i^ft r^*^5^- • -,.-r-,r-j' 
• _ • 
— 
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Rheinhold Beier founded the Beier Bakery in this build- 
ing (still standing) on the corner of Depot Ave. and 
Sixth St. This picture was taken several years after 
Beier's Bakery moved to a new location on First St. 
Pace of progress and demand for Beier's Bread soon 
caused the First St. location to become inadequate. More 
spacious quarters on Hennepin Ave. were suitable until 
1939 when a move to the fine new building on River St. 
took place. 


{NEWSPAPER! 
NEWSPAPER! 
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THE DIXON STATE HOSPITAL 


A Vital Force in the Economic and Social Life 


in Dixon for the Past Thirty-Three Years 


SERVING MORE THAN 4,700 STATE MENTALLY DEFICIENT AND 
EPILEPTIC PATIENTS . . . 700 PERMANENT EMPLOYEES SERVE 


THESE PATIENTS AND CALL DIXON THEIR HOME 


1951 
' 


' 


AERIAL VIEW OF THE DIXON STATE HOSPITAL 


DO YOU KNOW THAT .... 


—For the past ten years alone, the payroll at the 
Dixon State Hospital has totalled over Nine Million 
dollars and that it now totals over one and one-half 
Million dollars per year? 
—Since January 1,1940, that our Out-Patient Clinic 
has examined over 1,000 cases referred to it by 
neighboring courts, schools, physicians, child guid- 
ance clinics, etc.? 
—The inventory value of the Dixon State Hospital 
totals well over Nine Million Dollars and includes 85 
buildings and over 1,000 acres of land, and it is esti- 
mated that it would cost in excess of $25,000,000.00 to 
replace the present facilities? 


—In addition to voluntary contributions made direct- 
ly by employees, the Dixon State Hospital Em- 
ployees maintain a "Community Chest' with an 
annual contribution of over $1,500.00 distributed to 
various charitable organizations? 
—Over half of the more than 700 employees live in 
the City of Dixon and surrounding community and 


that a large percentage of them own their own 
homes? 


—Over 15,000 relatives and friends o%patients visit 
the Hospital each year and that they spend an esti- 
mated $100,000.00 annually in Dixon for transporta- 
tion, meals, gifts, and entertainment purchased for 
the patients while here? 


—In cooperation with the Dixon Civil Defense pro- 
gram that the Dixon State Hospital is prepared to 
house and care for 2,000 evacuees and to feed an 
additional 10,000 if required? 


—The Dixon State Hospital has an "Iron Lung" that 
is frequently loaned to various hospitals in the sur- 
rounding area who need it for polio or accident 
victims? 
—Many services and facilities not found elsewhere 
in the Dixon area are available at the Dixon State 
Hospital and that these are frequently donated for 
use in community programs? 


The Dixon State Hospital is rated by the American Association on 
Mental Deficiency as one of tne outstanding institutions of its type. 


Interior View»of the new Tuberculosis Hospital 


School Boom Scent 


Recreational Therapy—Stage play given by patients with music 


by Hospital Band 


Grade A Dairy Barn 
New Modern Fire Station and Truck 
Section of Modern Kitchen ^here 12,000 meals are prepared daily 


'•.* 
' 
. 


Yes! The Dixon State Hospital Is Important to Dixon and Lee County 


• 
* 
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1867... Lee Courthouse Gets Face Lifted 


Dixon Woman Is First Teacher 
Appointed to Sitka, Alaska 


In the 1860s, as in earlier and 


Uter years, many of Dixon's ad- 
venturous souls, perhaps impatient 
at the tamencss of their steadily- 
growing city, gave up its relative 
•ecurity to match their wits 
gjainst the 
wilderness 
farther 


West. 


The editor of The Telegraph was 


always concerned with the welfare 
of former citizens, and through 
his newspaper exchange, was often 
able to bring his readers up to 
date on the whereabouts and for- 
tunes of wayfaring friends. 


"Seward'c Folly" 


i When William Henry Seward, 
Secretary of State for 
1861-69, 


Sider Lincoln ~und Johnson, head- 
ed a movement for the U. S. pur- 
chase of Alaska, his scoffers lab- 
eled the territory "Seward's Fol- 
ly," so assured were they that 
Alaska would never redeem its 
J7.000.000 purchase 
price 
from 


Russia. 


But when a frail woman wan- 


dered Into the new territory, the 
editor really had something to 
orow about. He informed readers 
Wat: 
"The first 
American teacher 


appointed in Sitka, Alaska, is Miss 
Addle Messer of Dixon. She was 
act to work in January last at a 
salary of $50 per month. So sat- 
isfactory was her administration 
that the city council at its last 
meeting 
voluntarily 
raised her 


salary to $75 per month." 


Dixon Cornet Band 
Organized in '67 


The Dixon Cornet Band, an or- 


ganization that was called out for 
every public function to provide 
music for parades, 
dedications, 


political 
rallies and other cere- 


monies, was organized in the fall 
of 1867. 


Meetings were held every Tues- 


day and Saturday evening in their 
own hall in the Exchange Block on 
Galena street. 


The first officers were David 


McCosh. leader and president; S. 
Trestrall, secretary; W. W. Beal, 
treasurer. 


Bulkhead Gives Way 
At Hydraulic Works 


July 1, 1867—The bulkhead of 


the main flume of the Hydraulic 
works gave way, carrying with it 
part of the timbers supporting the 
platform in front of the mills. 


The damage was repaired in a 


much more permanent form than 
it was before, at a cost of about 
$2,000. 
"" 


COLFAX LECTURES 


June 3, 1867—Schuyler Colfax 


lectured in Dixon on the subject, 
"Across the Continent." 


Mayor, 1867-68 


ANDREW McPHERRAN 


Under the administration of 


Mayor Andrew McPherran, who 
held the city's highest office for 
1867-68, Dixon's first iron bridge 
was built across the Rock River, 
and the large public school build- 
ing in North Dixon was complet- 
ed at a cost of $20,000. 


Although the bridge fell in May, 


1873, it represented the city's first 
large-scale effort 
to 
span 
the 


Rock, and was built after exhaust, 
tive study at a cost of 575,000, re- 
ceiving severe tests before its ac- 
ceptance by the city council. 


Mr. McPherran was born 
at 


, Spruce Creek, Pa., in 1832, and 
died in Chicago in 1890. 


Times Have Changed..... 


j 
DIXON 


'lassie Columns Grace 
lounty Building Facade 


THE DIXON LEATHER SHOP has attempted to supply 
the modern, quality leather articles you have wanted. 
We believe our efforts have been successful, for here 
are some of our products you have praised: 


LUGGAGE - BELTS - BILLFOLDS 


SHAVING KITS - BRIEF CASES - RING BINDERS 


JEWELRY CASES - LEATHERETTE 


SADDLERY (Saddle.Soap, Lexol. Buckles, Curry 


> Combs, Stable Sheets, etc) 


Repairs, Tool 


ENDLESS BELTS SPLICED, 
TRUCK CUSHIONS RE- 


COVERED, SHOE REPAIR (INVISIBLE HALF SOLING), 
LEATHER DYEING, LUGGAGE REPAIR, ZIPPER REPAIR 
(ALSO INSTALLED). 


Dixon Leather Shop 


LOWELL WHITEBREAD 


120 Galena Avenue 


TOMMY TUMLIN 


Phone 2-0531 


The architects who added the 
eautiful Corinthian columns to the 


county courthouse in 1867 


mulated both the early and the 
ater temple builders of ancient 
reek civilization. 
At the earliest flowering of Hel- 
nic architecture, the Greeks con- 
tructed their temples of wood— 
he walls, roof and columns. The 
rst Greek column was of the 
'oric order, noted'for its classic 
mplicity in design and its swell- 


ing, rounded sturdiness. 


But wood, in a country where 


here was little timber 
except 


tunted olive trees, soon became 
xhausted in Greece, and the an- 
ents were forced to turn to stone 
or their building materials—a 
lessing which has preserved the 
assic beauty of their temples for 
he Western world. 


Greek* Used Slates 


Thus, the Greeks, often with the 
ssistance of slave labor, began 
earing their religious 
edifices 


rom the plentiful stone, painstak- 
ngly carving the flutings and cap- 
tals with their chisels. 


As they grew more proficient at 


heir work and Hellenic architec- 
ure approached its zenith, they 
egan to develop the Ionic order, 
oted for its column of slender 


gracefulness with the softly curv- 
d scrollwork of its capital, and 
the added carving at the base. 


Hellenic architecture's final 


achievement was the Corinthian 
irder, which was marked by the 
elaborate base of its column and 
the highly ornate frieze of the 
apital. 


t«e Picks Corinthian 


It was the most advanced of the 


Jreek orders, the Corinthian style, 
hat Lee countians decided to 
adopt when they added an exten- 
sion and portico to the north end 
of their seat of Justice in 1867. 


But having no slaves to carve 


patiently the ornamental fluting 
aase and capital of the columns 
from native stone, and in an age 
when the development of concrete 
was still in the future, Lee county 
citizens borrowed a page from the 
book of the very earliest of tto 
ancient Greeks. 


Columns Grace Front 


When they added the portico 


nd extension to the courthouse at 
cost of $17,000, nearly doubling 


he building's size, six Corinthian 
olumns graced the 
front—all 


arved from the sturdy trunks of 
ofty trees. 


The courthouse continued in use 
ver a total of 60 years from the 
ate it was first constructed in 
840 to the time it was razed to 
make way for the present struc- 
ure. 
In 1871 a one-story, fireproof 
rick addition was constructed at 
cost of $3,000, for use as a vault 


Dismantled In 1900 


When the structure was dis- 


mantled in 1900 for the erection 


f the courthouse in use today, 
•nany people of Lee county wished 
aloud that they could use the state- 
y wooden columns for their own 
omes. Several kept fragments of 
the columns, carved from solid tree 
runks, as relics. 


Situated on a high point of 


jround where It overlooked the 
ity and the valley, the courthouse 
pire was for decades the out- 
tanding feature of the Dixon sky- 
ine, and is easily seen in almost 
every old photograph of the city. 


It was built on ground donated 


by John Dixon, founder of the city. 


3. F. Show at Amboy 
For Period, 1860-70 


Feb. 16, 1867—B. F. Shaw be- 


:airie associated with Mr. Burring- 
:on as co-publisher of the Lee 
bounty Journal at Amboy. He 
became sole publisher Jan. 
16, 


1868. 


He had joined the paper, then 


the Amboy Times, Apr. 19, 1860 
becoming associated fith H. G 
Pratt and John Lewis. 


He was with the Amboy news 


paper in May, 1861, when it at 
tempted to establish a morning 
dally, but the effort lasted only a 
few months. 


Mr. Shaw became co-publishe 


on July 31, 1862, with W. H. Card 
ner, was later associated with Mr 
Pratt, and again became co-pub 
lisher with Mr. Pratt when Garc 
ner sold his interest. John Lewi 
Joined the company again in 1864. 


Portico Adds Beauty to Seat of Justice 


Size of the Lee county courthouse was nearly doubled by the addition of an ex- 


tension and portico on the north end of the building in 1867, at a cost of $17,000. The 
graceful Corinthian columns were carved from the solid trunks of trees and gave the 
county's seat of justice a patrician look. A one-story addition was made in 1871, and 
the structure stood until it was dismantled to make way for the present building, 
erected in 1900. 


Construction 


The Masonic Block, Rllcy & 


Wcigle's building, S. W. Jones' 
building on the corner of Main 
and Hennepin streets, and Van 
Epps brick building adjoining Ex- 
change Block on the east, were 
all erected In 1887. 


Mr. Shaw Bold his Interest in the 


Amboy newspaper to Dr. J. R. 
Corbus and Mr. Stimpson Jan. 6 
1870. Joining the staff of The Tele- 
graph & Herald the following 
week. 


Victor Scale Works 
See Brief Existence 


Typical of the individual enter- 


prises which began modestly and 
flourished in Dixon after the Civil 
War, but were forced out of busi- 
ness for lack of capital, or were 
absorbed 
and 
consolidated by 


larger, better-financed businesses, 
was the Victor 
Scale 
Works, 


which started manufacturing plat- 
form scales in 1867. 


Opened in August, 1867, by 


Messrs. Severance and John T. 


Cheney, the scales manufacturing 
firm showed every evidence that 
its product would be universally 
popular. 
The Victor scale, ac- 


cording to The Telegraph, was "on 
competition at many agricultural 
and mechanical fairs, and in but 
a single instance have they failed 
to take tho first premium." 


Inventor Retires 


In July, 1869, Mr. Severance, the 


scale's inventor, retired from the 
business, and Mr. Cheney was 
Joined by John P. Hutchlnson as 
co-owner of the firm. Mr. Sever- 
ance continued to receive royalties 
from his patent. 


In an article written for The 


Telegraph & Herald In 1870, J. C. 
Hopkins, Esq., reviewed the pros- 
pects of tho Victor firm. Ho said: 


"From a small shop, giving 


employment to three hands, it has 
become an establishment of wide 
reputation, and important as the 
works have become they are just 
in their infancy, and but a mere 
•side show' to what they will 
become. 


In Center of City 


"Tho Victor Scale Works are 


located near the center of the city. 
The building is four stories high, 
and Is of stone. It Is SO by 60 
feet now, and in a few days 
another building of the same slz* 
will stand .beside it, when then 
will bo employed, In the different 
departments, about 50 operatives. 


"The company now employs 80 


men and pays them In the ag- 
gregate, $225 per week. They turn 
out about 500 sets of largo scalea 
during the year, ranging from on* 
to 50 tons. 


"Farmers or business men who 


desire a scale that will weigh ac- 
curately in every instance should 
examine these scales. Scales used 
in weighing grain, stock, hay, eta, 
everyone knows, usually require a 
pit, considerable mason work and 
have to be perfectly level. 


The Victor requires no pit and 


need not be level, as It will weigh 
Just as accurately on an angle of 
20 degrees as when level. Anything 
may be weighed on one corner of 
the scales as weir as in the cen- 
ter."'Becker & Underwood's mills, 
the flax factories and the knitting 
and woolen mills have them, not 
because they-are of Dixon make, 
but because they are accurate and 
reliable. 


Sees Certain Success 


"With such men as John P. 


Hutchlnson, 
president, 
J. 
T. 


Cheney, secretary, and 
superin- 


tendent, and J. E. Baker, business 
manager, all of whom are ready 
to back the enterprise with all 
the energy and'capital required, 
the success of tho concern Is by 
no means problematical." 


But, alas, for Dixon, tho ener- 


getic proprietors found themselves 
short of the "capital required," and 
on Oct 27, 1870, The Telegraph 
& Herald reported that the Victdr 
Scale Works has been disposed of 
to the 
Molino Plow company, 


Molinc, because of the "lack of 
capital" of the proprietors. 


Sale of the stock was made "at 


a most fabulous advance upon, its 
face," and the works were moved 
to Moline, Mr. Hutchinson and 
Mr. Cheney withdrew from tho 
firm, while J. E. Baker remained 
as business manager. 


WAGON BRIDGE BEGUN 
Dec. 2, 1867—Work was com- 


menced in rebuilding the wagon 
bridge across tho river, by. Jamei 
Watson, 
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1868 . . . Flood Wrecks Bridge and Dam 


General Grant's 
Visit Is Brief 


Aug. 
10, 1868—Gen. 
Grant 


passed through here on the tram 
going south last Saturday, and 
returned yesterday. 
His coming 


w'as not known to any, and going 
south he was seen by few. Going 
north he was seated in the mail 
car where several of our citizens 
who chanced to bo at the depot, 
were introduced to him. He re- 
ceived them In a quiet and cordial 
manner, but seem to court quiet 
and avoidance of recognition. 
Medicine Show 
Entertains Here 


July 8, 1868—On last Thursday 


afternoon our people were sur- 
prised by_lhe_appearance in our 
streets of a magnificent band 
wagon with an excellent brass 
band, drawn by four 
beautiful 


horses. From its first arrival a 
varied entertainment consisting of 
music, songs, anecdotes and fun in 
general, was given from their 
wagon on the corner; and all to 
celebrate the magic virtue of Wiz- 
ard oil. It is a traveling establish- 
ment, going from town to town 
and thus amusing the public while 
they sell the Wizard oil. Their 
stay with us was brief, as their 
audience evinced more delight in 
their wit and music than apprecia- 
tion of the oil 


MORMONS VISIT CITY 


July 22, 1868—A cargo of Mor- 


mons, numbering 600 men, women 
and children, passed through this 
city on Saturday evening last, en- 
route for Salt Lake. 


Proposes Numbers 
And Street Signs 


Feb. 19, 1868—Would it not be 


convenient to all business men to 
have the buildings of our city 
numbered? The necessary expense 
to each individual would be nomi- 
nal—perhaps ten cents for a paint- 
ed number—and the cost to the 
city would only be the trouble of 
passing an ordinance and assign- 
ing the numbers to each building 
or lot. Then have the name of the 
street posted upon every corner in 
plain letters, and a stranger would 
be able to find his way through 
towri~to any desired place without 
stopping every man he meets to 
ask him the way. We are certainly 
large and important enough to 
assume some of the airs, as long 
as they cost us nothing. 


Bridge Location 
Fixed by Council 


April 20, 1868—The city council 


fixed the location of the proposed 
bridge 
(Truesdell) 
at 
Galena 


street, after some argument from 
parties desiring it in other loca- 
tions. 


Col. Dement had presented a pe- 


tition signed by 60 asking that 
location be decided by an election. 
Schuyler Colfox 
Campaigns Here 


Aug. 3, 1868—Schuyler Colfax. 


Republican candidate 
for 
vice 


president with U. S. Grant for 
president, passed through Dixon 
on the Omaha train at 7 p. m. 
Many hurried to the depot and 
Colfax made a speech. The party 
had tea and the 
Dixon 
Cornet 


Band played. 


Dixon Industries Produce Hour, 
Flax Bags, Plows and Carriages 


Feb. 12, 1868: William Uhl & 


Son have received about 
300 


bushels of wheat, and, besides 
home trade, have shipped about 
600 barrels of flour. They employ 
three teams hauling flour every 
day. 


The mills and woolen factory of 


McMartin & Wood have not been 
running at their 
capacity 
for 


several days. 


Col. Demcnt's flax factory is 


making 1,000 of cotton-bale sack- 
ing daily. It uses four tons of 
flax per day, and has on hand at 
present 400 tons for which $10 per 


ton has been paid, and this for an 
article of the 
farm 
formerly 


thrown away. Thirty hands are 
employed, most of whom are wom- 
en, girls and boys. 


Messrs. Dement & Todd will 


make for the year about 4,000 
plows and are now turning out 
from 150 to 200 weekly. 
They 


keep 34 men in constant employ- 
ment. 


Cheney tt Mason are employing 


15 hands at their steam carriage 
works and turned out about $3,300 
worth of work during last month 


Public School Erected 1868-69 


In the winter of 1868-9, the peo- 


ple of District No. 5 (north side), 
'erected a fine school building of 
magnificence appearance, 
stand- 


ing on an elevation near the grove 
that skirts the northern part of 
our town, and overlooking every 
portion of the city, the river, its 


and 
rough 
romantic 


and the rolling prairie 


islands, 
scenery, 
beyond." 


The building was constructed of 


brick to the third story, with a 
Mansard roof, crowned with a bel- 
fry. The ground plan was 54 by 
63 feet, and, including the base- 
ment, the building had four stor- 
ies. The first and second stories, 


each 13 feet high, had two school 
rooms with "a recitation room". 


One historian recorded that "the 
alls are commodious? and give 
easy access to each room." 


On January 15, 1869, the news- 


paper carried an account of the 
dedication ceremonies: 


Dedication of North Side school 


house, cost $16,933.54. Opened on 
Jan. 11. 
208 pupils attending. 


Prayer: Rev. E. C. Sickels; ad- 
dress, Richard Edwards, pres. of 
State Normal Univ. 
Audience 


served a repast of 'genuine mush 
and milk' with cakes, chickens, 
relishes, etc. 
John V. Thomas, 


principal." 


Rock River Plays Major Role 
Throughout History of Dixon 


HOTEL RUNS "FULL, BLAST" 


June 10, 1868—The Keystone 


hotel, opposite the bank, is now in 
full blast, P. BrauUigam, proprie- 
tor. 


HEAT WAVE FATAL TO TWO 
July 15. 1868 — Two died and two 


were stricken within a few days 
from heat 
stroke. 


prostration or sun- 


Dixon's Oldest 


Independent 


1893 


^B^kGrocery 


' 
B^ 


A. E. MARTH 


A. E. Marth, Industrious and progressive Dixon merchant, came to Duron 
in the spring of 1923. When a boy in Savanna, Illinois, going with his 
father to pay the grocery bill and receiving from the owner a sack of 
candy, there was awakened in him the desire to some day own a store of 
his own. 
At the age of 21 this was realized and for the past 38 years Mr. Marth has 
followed the business—the past 28 years in Dixon. Founded by David 
Spencer in 1893, the Dixon Grocery has operated under various manage- 
ments and in several locations. Since 1933 the store has been at 119 
Hennepin Avenue. 
Today his son, Paul Marth, is associated in the business and they are 
operating a modern, up-to-date store with "everything in food". George 
Mathias, as manager of the fresh produce department, has the finest 
merchandise the market affords. 
The meat department is controlled by Harold Grauvogl, who seeks to 
please and offer qualify meats. 


It is the desire of this old established store to maintain the highest 
standards of business conduct, to offer the finest selection of food at the 
lowest consistent prices, every article guaranteed. 


With a policy of loyalty to customers, cour- 
teous service, good merchandise and nonesf 
valoos, the Dixon Grocery and Market hope* 
*o continue serving Dixon and community. 


DIXON GROCERY 


AND MARKET 


119 IIENNEHN AVE. 


Paris haa its Seme . . . London 


its Thames . . . New Orleans its 
Mississipi and New 
York 
its 


Hudson. . . . 


And Dixon has its Rock river. 
Throughout history—from the 


early days of .John Dixon's ferry 
to the present 
time—the Rock 


river hag played a major role in 
Dixon's progress. Although serene 
and beautiful throughout most of 
its unending flow, it has many 
times revealed its darker moods 
when floods and ice have taken 
aeavy tolls in life and property. 


On March 7, 1868, for instance, 


the high waters with floating ice 
swept away the free bridge and 
battered down one pier of the 
railroad bridge causing two spans 
to tumble into the river.' Also, on 
that date, the rampaging waters 
washed out 120 feet of the south 
end of the dam. 


•Tide Bushes In" 


At another period 
in history 


(about 1880) it was recorded that 
the river "reached another epoch 
in her historic fame. The tide is 
rushing down like a mighty ocean, 
overflowing her banks at a depth, 
it is claimed, much greater than 
ever known. The water is 15 feet 
above low-water mark, and two 
feet above the highest, with a 
velocity in the current of six to 
seven miles per hour." 


Such floods have often been re- 


corded, and at one time, Water 
street (now River street) was 
completely covered with water, 
and it was said that "Col. Dement 
was compelled to move his horses 
from the stable and has since 
commenced moving out 
of 
his 


residence." 


Several 
times, too, 
families 


living on the north side of the 
stream were compelled to leave 
their houses. The flats below the 
bridge were completely inundated. 
Dixon citizens then living along 
the river banks were often corn- 
jelled to secure their barns, sheds, 
md othc^r buildings to prevent 
hem from being carried away by 
he floods. 


Repairs Cost $2,000 


At another time (March 20, 
847), it is recorded that "a rise 
>f water with floating ice carried 
away the north half of the toll 
>ridge, which had been finished 
ionic time during 
the 
winter, 


:ausing an outlay of 52,000 to 
make repairs." 


In June, 1851. it is said that "the 


•iver overflowed its banks with 
wo feet of water on the public 
oad around the Grand Detour, 
vhere on the 18th of that month 
a stage crossing the flow was 
irecipitated into 
ten 
feet 
of 


vater. drowning the horses, and 
rith the almost miraculous escape 
)f human life thus imperiled." 


Refening to this flood, the city 
apers congratulated the citizens 
f Dixon on the fortunate escape 
'f the dam from the fate of most 
lams on the river. 


On February 14, 1857, the water 


ro^e to the tops of the bridge piers 
vhich stood below the railroad 
jridge, and lifting up the solid ice 
vhich had formed around the piers, 
carried the entire bridge structure 
jp with it from its resting places. 
When the ice settled, the bridge 
vas let down again, but not with- 
out damage. About ten days later 
he toll bridge at the foot of 
Ottawa street was carried awny 
by the high water and floating ice 


"Higher Than Ever" 


On June 3, the following year 


(1858), the papers of Dixon made 
the f o l l o w i n g announcement: 
•Rock river at this time is higher 
than we have ever known it. Both 
the wagon bridges at this place 
have suffered in consequence of 
the flood. The free bridge, but a 
small portion of which was carried 
away, will be repaired immediate- 
ly. Steps will be taken by our 
citizens to build a new bridge in 
place of the one swept-away at 
Lhe foot of Galena street." 


In February, 1859, the breaking 


up of the ice caused the dam and 
new bridge to be carried away 
The editorials of the 20th of that 
same month said: 


"The dam became so clogged 


with floating ice that the weight 
caused it to give way, descending 
ice and dam together, against the 
new bridge 
erected 
only 
four 


months since; it swept away two 
bents at one crash, and later two 
more were taken. The bridge will 
be repaired immediately in order 
to have it ready for the next 
descent, but in the meantime, the 
northsiders, by going three miles 
and paying 25 cents, can reach 
town over the free bridge." 


Factories Damaged 


Two months later, April 23, two 


factories and a saw-mill at the 


Dixon 'Skyline' in 1868 


This picture of the Dixon "skyline," showing the Hotel Nachusa on the right 


and the spire of the courthouse, was taken about 1868. The view is facing southeast 
from the north side of the river. 


PHONE 21-21-1 
PAUL MARTH 


the theme of prose and poetry, 
inspiring such writers as William 
Cullen 
Bryant 
and 
Margaret 


Fuller Ossoh to sing its praises. 


Bryant, in 1841, visited Hazel- 


wood near Dixon where it is said 
"he feasted his eyes on the grand 
scenery presented to his view, as 
he stood looking out on the silvery 
stream, as it flowed majestically 
throuph the forest and plains, and 
murmured at the base of rocks and 
bluffs." 


On his return east he wrote, on 


June 21 of that year: 


"1 have just returned from an 


excursion to Rock river, one of 
the most beautiful of our western 
streams- 
It flows through high 


prairies and, not like most streams 
of the west, through an alluvial 
country. 
The current is rapid, 


and the pellucid waters glide over 
a bottom of sand and pebbles. Its 
admirers declare that Its shores 
unite, the beauties of the Hudson 
and of the Connecticut. The banks 
on eilnei side arc high and bold: 
sometimes they are perpendicular 
precipices, the bases 
of 
which 


stand m running water: sometimes 
they arc steep, grassy, or rocky 
bluffs, with a space of alluvial 
land between them and the stream; 
sometimes they rise by a gradual 
and easy ascent to the general 
level of the region, and sometimes 
this ascent is interrupted by a 
broad, natural terrace 
Majestic 


trees grow solitary or'in clumps 
on the grassy acclivities, or scat- 
tered in natural parks along the 
lower lands upon the river, or in 
thick groves along the edge of the 
high country. Back of the bluffs 
extends a fino agricultural region, 
rich prairies with an undulating 
surface, interspersed with groves 
At the foot of the bluffs break forth 
copious springs of clear 
water 


which hasten in the little brook? 
to the river. In a drive which 
took up the left bank of the river 
I saw three of these in the space 
of as many miles. One of these 
is the spring which supplies the 
town of Dixon with watefr; thi 
spring is now overflowed by th 
dam across the river; the next i! 
a beautiful fountain rushing ou 
from the roclts in the midst of i 
clump of trees, ns merrily and in 
as great a hurry as a boy let ou 
from school: the third is so re 
markable as to have received 
name. It is a little rivulet issuing 
from a cavern six or seven foe 
high, and about twenty from the 
entrance to the farther end, at thr 
foot of a perpendicular prcciplci 


Business Is Good; 
iotel Is Enlarged 


April 29, 1868—Mr. Tenney of 


the Nachusa House has been com- 
piled by the pressure of the 
boarding and traveling public to 
enlarge his already commodious 
iotel, and is now completely re- 
modeling the upper story of the 


north end of the bridge were 
under-washed 
by 
the 
rushing 


waters from the dam, and when 
the buildings were slowly moving 
toward the water, which was 20 
feet deep, the machinery was re- 
moved, and fire set to the build- 
ings to save the bridge below from 
the fate of the one that had been 
swept away so recently. 


However, not all in the history 


of Rock river and Dixon has been 
turbulent. The lush, green beauty 
. . 
of thft. Rock river valley has been j covered with forest trcc» 
an< 


ringed with bushes. 


Build "Elegant" Home* 


"In the neighborhood of Dixon 
class of emigrants have cstab- 
shcd themselves (in 1841), more 
pulent and luxurious in 
their 


astes than most of the settlers 
f.the western country. Some of 
liese have built elegant homes on 
he left bank of the river, amidst 
lie noble- trees which seem to have 
rown up for that very purpose, 
ndeed, when I looked at them I 
ould hardly persuade myself that 
hey had not been planted to over- 
hadow older habitations. 
From 


he door of one of these dwellings 
sun-eyed a prospect of exceeding 
jeauty. The windings of the river 


allowed us a sight of its waten^l 
and its 
beautifully 
diversified 


banks to a greater distance each 
way, and in one direction a high 
prairie region was s,een above the 
woods that fringed the course of 
the river of a lighter green than 
they, and touched with the golden 
light of the setting sun. 


"I am told that the character of 


Rock river is, 
throughout 
Its 


course, much as has been describee^ 
in the neighborhood of Dixon; that 
its banks are high and free from 
marshes, and its water rapid and 
clear, from its source in Wisconsin 
to where it enters the Mississippi 
amidst rocky islands." 


main building. He contemplate* 
soon adding another story of thf 
French-roof style, which will fur- 
nish him with about 20 more rooms 
and at the same time improve thc^ 
appearance of the heavy stone 
building. 


DIXOX G.A.R. MEETS 


Feb. 12, 1868—The Dixon G.A.R. 


will meet in their hall over Wood'« 
store on Saturday evening next.' 


Miniature Headlines in '68 


4 
Feb. 12. 1S6S—Directors or School District No. 1 have issue* 


call for election to vote upon question of erecting a new school 
building. -Election to be held Feb. 29 at Court House. 
, . * 
. 


Feb. 19. 1868—Gen. Tom Thumb and party will give an 


entertainment in this city on Feb. 28. 
• 
# 
* 
• 


Feb. 19, 1868—South Dixon is pretty "speckled" just now with 


measles. 
• 
• 
» 
• 


• Feb. 19, I8fi8—Stone Is already on the ground and work 


on the Hchool douse «n the North «i<lf> will be commenced as 
4 


soon as possible. It in <o cost from $15.000 to $18,000. 
s 


» 
* 
» 
¥ 


Feb. 19, 1868—There is a movement on foot to have a reunion 


of the "Old Thirteenth" in this city on next May 24, muster'day 
anniversary. 
• 
* 
* 
* 


Feb. 26, 1808—The Lutheran* will hiiild a church on 


tho corner of Second and Hennepin M recta this spring. 
• 
• 
* 
» 


Mayor Andrew McPherran re-elc(ited mayor Mar. 2. 


• 
• 
- 
*' 
. 


Mar. 25, 1868—We understand that <he St. Luke'* Eplv 
| 


copal church has purchased the lot on the corner of Third 
and Peorla streets, adjoining the one at present occupied 
by their church building. They will erect a new church as 
soon asi possible, 
• 
• 
• 
* 


April 1, 1868—Temporary bridge planned across Rock River 


until iron bridge can be erected. 
• 
• 
• 
• 


April 23, 1868—The temporary bridge at thf foot of 


Galena *trre< was completed for crossing on Saturday last. 
Though not what we might de»lri», thl* bridge will answer 
the purpose for the cummer and offer »afe croMinf far 
our trade. 
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First Iron Bridge Is Dedicated 


City Takes Steps to Protect 
Itself Against Fire Dangers 


Until 1869 'there was practically no protection against 


fires in Dixori. Whenever a conflagration of any size broke 
out in the city, bucket brigades were quickly formed but were 
often not able to stem the sweep of the fire before it 
had caused serious and costly damage. 


For many years the editors of The Telegraph had cham- 


pioned a movement to organize a hook and ladder company, 
but- it wasn't until after two or | 
three serious fires that the citf **•.• 
n 
. 
Citizens Expect 
Another Railroad 


finally awoke to the need for 
greater safety measures. 
: ' 
Rotary Pump Installed 


In 1869 the Dixon Water com- 


.pany put in a rotary pump at,the, 
mill race for the protection of local 
factories. Later, a piston pump 


' was installed by the city. 


In the same year, The Telegraph 


& Herald reported on December 2: 
' "The city authorities have'taken 
a very commendable step at last 
; to. protect the city against fire. 
They have purchased 1,000 feet of 
gutta-percha hose to be used on 
the powerful pump at the water 
works, which has a working capa- 
city of 1,200 gallons per minute. 
The hose is of sufficient strength 
and size to conduct from the pump 
and discharge 
with effect, 600 


gallons per minute at the corner 
'of Galena and Third streets. The 
gentlemen at the water works in- 
terested in the pump generously 
grant the city the use of it.with- 
.out charge. 


Company Is Formed • 


,.. Early the following year (1870), 
30 persons enlisted for the purpose 
of forming a fire company as pro- 
vided by section 4 or Ordinance 
No. 14 of the charter. 


It was later reported that the 


department grew in size and 
among the members were many 
elderly business men who thus 
hoped to escape jury service. 


The old wooden fire building was 


erected in 1871 and later taken 
down to make room for the pres- 
ent city hall. 


The first Hook and Ladder com- 


pany bore, proudly on its side the 
words; "We-destroy to Save" . . . 
and one historian added "And they 
did." 


Along with the formation of the 


hook and ladder companies were 
the accompanying sports activities 
of each. In the 1870s among the 
thrills of the days were the com- 
anies' races. The Dixon company 
became especially adept at this 
form of sport and .it is reported 
that the Dixon Hose Company 


• once took part in a national con- 
test in Denver. 


.,•'..• ••••. • - Team Competition 


in these contests'the men di- 


vided into teams and raced 100 
yards, unreeling the hose as' they 
ran and victory was won by the 
team which attached the hose in 
the shortest 
time. There were 


other contests on ladders, and a 
baseball team was organized in 
the summer of 1870. 


On February 24, The Telegraph 


& Herald reported that "a com- 
mittee consisting of G. L. Herrick 
and Isaac Means, on behalf of the 
city, and Foreman W. N. Johnson 
of the Hook and Ladder Company, 
went to Chicago last week and 
purchased a complete outfit, cart, 
hooks, ladders, etc., at a cost of 
$1,200. We may soon expect to see 
the new rig on our street." 


During a test of the new rubber 


hose in May of the same year, it 
was reported that "water was 
thrown within two or three feet 
of the top of Masonic Block, cor- 
ner of Galena and Main streets. 
When the extra wheel is attached 
to the pump, we shall be fixed for 
extinguishing fires, which may 
break out within a thousand feet 
of the water power." 


Other Benefits 


Not only did the formation of a 


fire company have protective bene- 
fits, but other services were per 
formed as well..On June 2:>, The 
Telegraph & Herald reported: 


"The Dixon Water Works are a 


success. The force pump or engine 
at the mills, with our 1700 feet of 
rubber hose, make up one of the 
most 
useful 
institutions 
which 


Dixon has acquired for many days, 
The members of our fire company 
are beginning to understand them- 
selves, though they must perform 
much service in the line of drilling 
yet to handle the hose to some 
effect in case of an emergency, 


"On Saturday night the hoses 


were screwed together and run up- 
on the hill in front of the Nachusa 
House, where, even at that great 
altitude, water was thrown 30 or 
40 feet up the side of the hotel 
with an inch and a quarter nozzle 
Monday evening the streets were 
again thoroughly wet down; the 
cistern Of the Keystone House fill 
cd, and water thrown all over the 
high building, owned by S. G 
Patrick on the corner of Main an< 
Pcoria streets. The roof of Davif 
block, three stories high, on the 
corner of Hchnepin and 
Main 


streets, was easily reached. 


A Commendable Art 


"Our city authorities performed 


a commendable act when they pur 
chased the hose and started the 
fire, company. It-was a worth; 
enterprise. Now we want Iron 
pipes, running up to at least the 
corner of Galena and Main Sts. 
with hydrants wherewith to at 
tach the hose. In cleaning our 
streets, not to mention the ad 
vantage In extinguishing fires 
such an arrangement would be o 
incalculable benefit." 


Looming over the DixOn horizon 


n 1869 was the prospect of still 
another railroad, to follow the 
Rock River valley from Rockford 
hrough Dixon to Rock Island, 
hence to St. Louis. 


So hopeful were city business 


men that Dixon would be triply 
blessed by a third railroad that 
hey made plans for the right-of- 
vay to follow Water street, along 
he river. The railroad never ma- 
erialized.' 


On Dec. 16. 1869, The Telegraph 


t Herald reported: 


"While we are very hopeful that 


the route of the Rockford, Rock 
sland and St. Louis road will pass 
.hrough Dixon, we have never 
claimed that it was definitely set- 
led. Preliminary surveys are now 
>eing made. 


"It seems to us they will show 


,hat the best route for the com- 
jany, though the most expensive, 
s along the river, where water 
lower and consequent manufac- 
.ure will contribute more to its 
support than any agricultural sec- 
.ion can." 
Grant's Secretary 


LEVI P. LUCKEY 


- -Private -secretary "to President 
Ulysses S. Grant was Levi P. 
Luckey of Dixon, only son of 
Zachariah H. Luckey, who built 
the Luckey wooden bridge across 
Rock river, dedicated in 1861. 


Mr. Luckey was born in 1842 


and was appointed deputy county 
clerk by James A. Hawley im- 
mediately after he left school. 
E. B. Washburnc, a member of 
congress, appointed him secretary 
to the committee of commerce in 
Washington. 


Mr. Luckcy's appointment as 


Grant's secretary was the Presi- 
dent's first official act when he 
took office in 1S69. Mr. Luckey 
resigned to take, a job with the 
U. S. Coast 
Survey 
and 
was 


drowned with two others while 
inspecting lighthouses when the 
Schooner Pharos sank off Mosquito 
Inlet, Fla., June 2, 1884. 


Opening Day Ceremonies, January 21, 1869 


One discouragement' alter an- 


other had followed each, other in 
Dixon's efforts to span Rock river 
and to bring the northern and 
southern sections of the city into 
the limits of one united communl- 


f. 
Through the years before 1869, 


On January 21, 1869, when the first iron bridge to span Rock river at Dixon was .dedicated, hundreds of 


citizens turned out to celebrate the occasion. Here, at last, they believed they had a lasting link between the north 
and south sides of the city—a link which would withstand* time-and the river's damaging tides. 


Beier Bakery Established 
82 Years Ago in Dixon 


The slogan, "Baked fine since 


'69," has become literally house- 
hold words in the 
Dixon area 


since Rheinhold Beier came from 
Erfort, Germany, and established 
Beier Bakery in Dixon in 1869. 


Observing its 82nd anniversary 


this year, Dixon's oldest bakery 
firm has justified its claim that 
"You'll like Bcier's bread." To- 
day the company operates 21 bak- 
ery routes out-of Dixon, plus an- 
other seven routes operated by a 
jobber with headquarters in Free- 
port, to bring good bread and 
other bakery products to homes 
within the area of a 50-mile radius 
of Dixon. 


Beier Bakery, like many other 


midwest firms, 
began 
modestly 


enough when 
Rheinhold. Beier 


turned out his first day's work of 
40 loaves of bread in the bakery's 
first home, a 20-foot store room. 
He delivered his products from a 
basket. 


Grandson of Founder 


Today George H. Beier, grand- 


son of the founder and owner of 
the Beier firm In Dixon, super- 
vises the bakery plant at 69 Ot- 
tawa avenue, with its 85 employes 
and its fleet of 30 trucks, to make 
the preparation of good food eas- 
ier and better for housewives and 
food-serving establishments. 


The first bakery was opened at 


601 Depot avenue, and began with 
the principle that quality prod- 
ucts, honestly made 
and 
sold, 


Old Red Brick School 


This public school building, in 


District No. 1, was erected in the 
summer of 1869 at a cost of ?32,- 
000 and was said to "be a hand- 
some brick structure of even more 
imposing appearance than its pre- 
decessor on the north side." 


The building was situated on 


high ground in the southern part 
of the city near the depots. "It is," 
said one historian, "the 
most 


prominent object that meets the 
g"aze of strangers visiting our 
city." 


Describing the new school, the 


History of Loc County published 
by H. H. Hill and Company, said: 


"The building, which is 91 by 


75 feet, four stories high, including 
the basement, is admirably ar- 
ranged, each room being large and 
well, adapted to the purpose for 
which it is used, while the furni- 
ture consists of modern and most 
approved patterns. The scats pro- 
vided will accommodate 516 pupils 
with comfort and convenience. The 
building contains eight school- 
rooms, with all the necessary reci- 
tation rooms, closets, etc., thus 
arranged: One primary and two 
intermediate rooms on the first 
floor, two intermediate and one 
grammar room on the second floor 
and the first grammar and high 
school-rooms on the third floor.' 


would secure lasting friends, an 
deal that has enabled Beier Bak- 
ery to grow into the flourishing 
firm of today. 


The steadily expanding business 


outgrew the building, necessitat- 
ing a move in 1877 to a location 
at 126 First street, where the 
plant remained until 
increasing 


demands for Beier products saw 
the need for another move in 1899 
to a newly erected building at 
107 Hennepin avenue . Constantly 
expanding trade required another, 
larger building, which was built 
at this location in 1923. 


New Building Completed 


During the year of the firm's 


70th anniversary in 
1939, 
the 


modern and magnificent structure 
which houses Beier Bakery today, 
was completed. 
Constructed of 


unglazed ceramic tile with glass 
brick trim and insulated roofing, 
the plant is 148 by 99 feet, and 
its Ottawa avenue location over- 
looks the beautiful Rock River to 
offer the visitor one of the finest 
views of Dixon's thriving indus- 
try. 


The second generation of Beicrs, 


William and Otto, 
entered 
the 


steadily progressing business in 
1895, adding their abilities to the 
growing enterprises upon the re- 
tirement of their father, Rhein- 
hold Beier. Otto Beier purchased 
his brother's interest in 1906. 


George H. Beier, son of Otto, 


joined his father in the firm in 
1925, and today is owner and ac- 
tive manager of the Dixon baking 
firm 
His continuation of 
the 


founder's policies, together with 
his adoption of modern methods 
and improved techniques in the 
baking business, has resulted m 
the bakery products that make 
his firm one of the finest of its 
kind in the state. 
There arc other Beier bakeries 


in Elgin and in Clinton, Iowa. 


25,000 Units Daily 


Beier Bakery turns out 25.000 


units daily of bread and bakery 
goods to insure the consumer re- 
" 
. 
* -« - — —-«.» ww*/\rtil^'r 
ceivmg a_ fresh wholesome product 
for the table. More than 35 varie- 
ties of Beier's products come out 
of the firm's ovens daily to satisfy 
the. user's preference. 


The Dixon bakery contributes 


its share toward the prosperity 
of the community with a $300,000 
annual payroll to the plant's large 
working, sales and distributing 
force. 


The bakery firm is a member of 


the Illinois Bakers association, the 
American Bakers association, and 
others. 


Beier 
Bakery 
sponsors 
the 


Beier's Loafers bowling team in 
city bbwling competition. 


ON YOUR TOES, CHICAGO! 
(Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 23, 


1869)—We noticed 
at 
Utlcy's 


wholesale leather store the other 
day, a very large bill of leather 
and fixtures being shipped to Kan- 
sas. Unless Chicago is lively she 
%vill soon be loft in the distance, 
overwhelmed 
by 
her .country 


cousins. 


ADMITTED TO BAR 


Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 


1869)—Mr. J. D. Boardman, late 
editor of The Telegraph, was ad- 
mitted to the bar, as qualified to 
practice law before all the courts 
of the state, on Tuesday evening 
last. 


Suffragette 
Addresses 


Packed Audience Here 


One of the earliest leaders in 


the movement for woman suffrage, 
which, like the temperance unions, 
swept the country in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century re- 
sulting finally in the 19th Amend- 
ment giving women the right to 
vote, was Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 


Born in 1816 at Johnstown, N. 


Y., the daughter of a judge, her 
radical career had its beginning 
when her brother met an early 
death, and she heard her father 
express the wish that she was a 
boy. Afterward, as one historian 
put it, "She conquered the books 
in her father's library and the 
horses in her father's stable." 


Marries Orator 


She was married in 1839 to Hen- 


ry B. Stanton, a young abolition- 
ist orator, and settled at Seneca 
Falls, N. Y., where in July, 1848, 
she brought the explosive subject 
of woman suffrage before the first 
"Woman's Rights Convention." 


She addressed the convention 


again at the next session in 1853 
at Cleveland, and spoke to a num- 
ber of legislative bodies. She was 
the first woman candidate ever to 
run for congress, suffering defeat. 


In 1867 she took part in a can- 


vass of voters in Kansas on the 
subject of woman suffrage. 
The 


issue was defeated, but the vote of 
one-third in favor of the issue 
was considei'ed by its exponents as 
a triumph. In 1868 she became co- 
editor of The Revolution, a. pub- 
lication advocating woman's rights 
started that year by SUsan B. An- 
thony, publisher. 


Speaks at Dixon 


In early December, 1869, she ar- 


rived at Dixon on a lecture tour 
in her campaign for woman suf- 
frage. The Telegraph editor noti- 
fied his readers well in advance of 
Mrs. Stanton's coming talk, and 
predicted that she would have a 
capacity audience. On Dec. 9, aft- 
er her lecture, he wrote: 


"Mrs. E l i z a b e t h Cady Stan- 


ton's lecture on Woman's Suffrage 
on Saturday evening last, was 
listened to by a very large audi- 
ence, Union Hall being crowded 
to its full capacity. While there 
were, of course, many present who 
could not endorse her views, nor 
assent to her reasoning, there were 
few who were not either pleased 
with her dignified address and 
sparkling humor, or convinced by 
her argument." 


ATTENDS CONVENTION 
(Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 2, 


1869)—Col. John Dement leaves 
next week for the Constitutional 
Convention, which convenes at 
Springfield or. the 13th inst. We 
shall not be surprised if he is chos- 
en *o some prominent position.in 
that body. 


BAPTIST CHURCH 'ENCLOSED' 


(Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 23, 


1869)—The Baptist church Is now 
enclosed. 'The last brick was laid 
the latter part of last week, and 
the last nail, on the last shingle, 
was driven home Monday. Except- 
ing the towers the masonry is com- 
pleted. 


Prize Fighter Sues • 
Hall Proprietor 


Jan. 27, 1869—Yesterday a suit 


was brought by Johnny Bernard, 
a prize fighter, against Mr. Eells, 
proprietor of Union Hall, for the 
latter's refusal to permit the for- 
mer to use the Hall for a spar- 
ring exhibition after having leascc 
it to him. Mr. Eells claims that 
Bernard rented the Hall for a 
dancing party, and nothing was 
said at the time about the exhlbi 
tion. The jury returned a verdict 
in favor of the defendant. 


MILLS RECEIVES MEDAL 
(Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 
2, 


1869)The Western Knitting Mills 
of Godfrey & Charters received a 
medal for an exhibition of textile 
fabrics at Cincinnati. 


NEWSMAN DEPARTS 


(Telegraph & Herald, Dec. 16, 


1869—We regret to inform our 
readers of the withdrawal of our 
good friend and energetic co-work- 
er, Mr. W. H. Boardman, from 
the business management. He en- 
ters the editorial staff of the 
Western Railroad Gazette of Chi- 
cago. 


New Structure Represents 
10th Effort to Span River 


invention Solves 
Lamp's Hazards 


The cause of education and en- 


ightenment took a big step ahead 
n the '60s with the advent of the 
kerosene lamp, which shed a fair- 
y brilliant light at a cost of only 


few cents a night. 
Before the kerosene, or coal oil 


amp, Dixon and other rural com- 
munities lit homes with the un- 
atisfactory lard lamp, the gutter- 
ng candle or the new and still 
xpensive gas. 


But the new boon tod one se- 


ious shortcoming. The kerosene 
amp frequently exploded, severe- 


and often fatally burning its 


iscrs, besides 
setting 
fire 
to 


ionics. 


The Telegraph editor thought he 


had he had the answer to this 
>robleni in his issue of Dec. 9, 
1869: 


"We 'are using a kerosene lamp 


ve believe to be perfectly safe. 
The terrible accidents almost daily 
•esulting from the explosion of the 
common kerosene lamp will cause 
all. who value life and limb to 
velcome this new invention." 
Postwar Editor 


and 


A. C. BARDWELL 


Civil War soldier, attorney 
editor of the Telegraph & 


Herald for more than a year was 
Abalino C. Bardwell. 


Born In 1844 in Pennsylvania, 


Mr. Bardwell came to Whiteslde 
county with -his parents in 1853 
He came to Dixon in 1864 and 
read law in the office of George 
P. Goodwin, and enlisted in 1865 
as a private in the 147th Infantry, 
Elected captain, he served as pro- 
vost marshal at Rcsaca, Amerlcus 
and Savannah, Ga. 


nine bridges, all of them more or 
less ill-fated in the struggle to 
withstand ice and flood, had cross- 
ed the river. All had been made of 
wood resting on wooden trestles 
which had collapsed like toothpicks 
whenever the river went on one' of 
ts frequent rampages. 


It was with great hope and a 


feeling of confidence that the citi- 
zens joined together to celebrate 
the opening of the first iron bridge 
on January 21, 1869. Now, at last, 
they believed, they had a bridge 
which no flood could wash away. 


With much labor and expense, • 


>!ers and abutments of solid ma- 
sonry were placed upon substan- 
tial foundations made oy driving 
jiles below the gravel and chang- 
ng the bed of the river; 


Bridge Costs $75,000 


The bridge was completed at the 


cost of 575,000 and was described 
as "a handsome superstructure 
A'holly of iron, with the exception 
of the floors." Although it had five 
spans, each 132 feet in length, it 
vas a continuous truss, each span 
dependent on the others. The road 
vay was 18 feet wide, with a side- 
valk on each side, five feet wide. 


The opening of the bridge to the 


niblic on January 21, was an oc- 
casion for great jubilation. After 
a. severe test of its strength, the 
structure was accepted by the city, 
and all rojoiced that now they had, 
at last, a bridge of such great 
strength. 


John Dixon Head* Parade 


On the opening day a proces- 


sion a mile long headed by John 
Dixon, founder of the city, riding 
in a carriage, crossed the new 
structure. He was followed by 
other old settlers, the Dixon cor- 
net band, the city council, and citi- 
zens in wagons and carriages. 


No one, on that memorable oc- 


casion, could know that a little 
more than four years later this 
sam« bridge which had been so 
well tested would collapse, taking 
a fearful toll in lives and proper- 
ty. 


The great iron bridge of which 


Dixon was so proud in 1869 had a 
name variously spelled throughout 
its brief history. These variations 
have 
included: 
"Trucsdcll", 


"Trucsdel", 
"T r u s d e 11" and 


"Truesdale." It is the first which 
is most often used in recording the 
history of the bridge. 


Admitted to the bar in 1867, he. 


practiced at Rochclle. In Febru- 
ary, 1868, he established the Dixon 
Herald, .which merged with th« 
Dixon Telegraph Dec. 2, 1869, ta 
become the Telegraph & Herald, 
with Mr. Bardwell as editor. 


On June 1, 1871, he sold control 


to B. F. Shaw, who had become co- 
editor, and went into law partner- 
ship with James K. Edsall. He was 
elected state's attorney in 1876, 
serving one term. In 1899 he was 
appointed master in chancery of ' 
'the Lee County circuit court. 


Telegraph Sign Competes With P. T. Barnum 


Directly behind the lamp post and telegraph pole on the right, two signs com- 


pete for the attention of Dixon citizens in 1869. 
The building'in-the right fore- 


ground is The Telegraph & Herald office and directly beneath it are the remnants of 
a poster advertising the appearance in Dixon of P. T. Barnum's circus, one of the nine 
teenth century's wonders. 
• 
' 


This view of First street looking west shows the Illinois Central arch in the 


far background. 


On the left is the Keystone House, opened in 1866 "on Main street, near Ga- 


lena, and quite centrally located," 
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1870... City Invited to Fireman's Ball 


Air in Dixon Is 
'Sweetly Perfumed' 


The Dixon Telegraph*, describ- 


ing Dixon and its surroundings in 
June, 1870, 
uses 
glowing 
and 


sometimes poetical terms to voice 
attractions of the Rock River Val- 
ley city: ' 


"Dixon is situated on the Illi- 


nois Central Railroad at its cross- 
ing with the Chicago and North 
Western. It is 98 miles from Chi- 
cago, by rail. It is on two great 
trunk lines, one running north 
and south through the state, the 
other running cast and west, being 
the 
principal 
connecting 
link 


between the Union Pacific and 
the many lines that diverge from 


' Chicago. 


"Through either of the above 


roads we have easy and rapid 
communications with the outside 
world, north south, east and west. 
The town has a great advantage 
over many inland cities in the 
matter of scenery and picuresque 
beauty of location, and, as it is on 
high and very rolling ground the 
drainage is excellent. 


"To to the north and south 


are broad 
stretches 
of 
noble 


prairie, smooth and unbroken, and 
studded all over with the homes 
of thrifty farmers; to the east 
and west, in fact, all around us, 
in the immediate 
vicinity, 
are 


beautiful hills, valleys and plains. 


"In 
the 
summer when 
the 


groves are clad in their beauti- 
ful foliage, when the air is sweet- 
ly perfumed by the'breezes gently 
s'wept over nature's flower gar- 
dens, and groves echo and re-echo 
with the sweet songs of wild birds, 
it is hard to find a more pleasant 
place to dwell in. It seems like 
another Arcadia where the senses 
are lost in a wilderness of simple 
joys, and the soul of man uncon- 
sciously goes out in silent com- 
munion with his Maker." 


'Plain and Fancy' 
Carriages Made Here 


(Telegraph & Herald, May 26, 


1870.—Plain and "fancy carriage 


' and wagon work, that is a credit 


to the place of its manufacture, 
Is turned out daily at the shops 
of Vann & Means, on Third street. 
The style of their buggies, car- 
riages, phaetons, etc., is not ex- 
celled in the west and the finlsh- 


' Ing 
work that so 
gracefully 


adorns the buggies of these times 
of elegance Is, if we may Judge, 
equal to any on the city drives. 


Dixon Was Proud of Her New Iron Bridge 


For a Sunday stroll or drive over Rock river or for the everyday needs of business or commerce, Dixon s 


Truesdell iron bridge was all her citizens could ask for in 1870. The $75,000 structure represented the city s big- 
gest effort yet to place a permanent span over the river to withstand its periodical rampages caused by floods, etc. 


Darkness Saves Chicago 
Baseball Team in Ninth 


Telegraph & Herald, July 21,1870—A very interest- 


ing and spirited baseball game was played on the flat 
'west of the Central on Friday last between the Potter 
Palmer star nine of Chicago and the Riversides of this 
city. The game commenced at about 3 p. m., and be- 
fore the ninth inning was completed darkness intervened, 
and we would say, in a whisper, probably saved the Pot- 
ter boys the unpleasantness of a defeat. Game stopped 
in the middle of the ninth inning with Riversides still 
coming up to bat. Score, Riversides, 31 (end of eighth) ; 
Potters, 38, half of ninth. 


And 1 Souow! 


(Telegraph and Herald, June 


2. 1870)—A couple dozen of the 
chiefs of the 
most 
powerful 


navages on thin continent, In- 
cluding Red Cloud, Red Dog, 
Brave Bear, took dinner with 
our friend 
Cheney, 
of 
the 


Wavcrly House, laht Monday. 
They wcro on their way over 
the "Northwestern Railroad, to 
Washington, to have a'chat 
with the Great Father of the 
White 
Houw. 
They 
wore 


dressed In their buffalo robes 
and hear skins. 
There was* 


with them one very good look- 
Ing squaw. 


Group Organizes 
Park* Association 


(Telegraph & Herald, June 2. 


1870)—Pursuant to notice given, 
the members of»the Dixon Park 
Association met at the Courthouse 
in Dixon on May 28, 1870. Chair- 
man, W. H. Van Epps; secretary, 
W,. C. Robinson. 


Election results—president, John 


P. Hutchinson; vice 
president, 


George L. Schuler; treasurer, W. 
C. Robinson; corresp. sec., Jason 
C. Ayres; recording secretary, Ed- 
ward Sterling; directors, Henry D. 
Dement, O. B. Dodge, John Hess, 
William H. Godfrey, H. T. Noble, 
C, J. Reynolds and H, T. Mat- 
thews. 


Committee appointed to prepare 


a code of by-laws: Jason C. Ayres 
and E. A. Snow. 


Shaw Rejoins Staff, 
Becomes Co-Editor 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 13, 


1870)—With this issue, B. F. Shaw, 
of editorial fame In Lee county, 
and years ago proprietor of The 
Telegraph, 
becomes 
associated 


with us as co-editor of the Tele- 
graph & Herald. 


We are highly pleased with the 


acquisition of his editorial expe- 
rience, ability and humor, and shall 
hope, by our combined labors to 
make this sheet all that the read- 
ing and news-seeking public can 
desire. A. C. Bardwell. 


Infernal Nuisance! 


(Telegraph & Herald, June 30, 


1870)—Well done. City Fathers! 
We understand that the city coun- 
cil will without doubt, prohibit the 
firing of Chinese crackers in the 
city on the Fourth. 


Every citizen will say amen to 


the abatement of this infernal, in- 
corrigible, pestilential nuisance— 
the double Concentrated extract of 
r u n a w a y s , conflagrations and 
burnt clothes. 


"MARATHON MAC" 


• /Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 31, 
1870)—The undersigned agrees to 
walk 50 miles in 12 consecutive 
hours, on a wager of $150 or $200. 
I prefer the starting point to be 
at Dixon, 111. T. J. Me A tee, Polo 
111.—Advt. 


HELP WANTED 


(Telegraph & Herald. Aug. 4, 


1870)~Several of our citizens are 
seriously considering sending to 
California for Chinese house serv- 
ants and laborers. 


ANTICIPATE LIVELY FOURTH 


(Telfgraph & Herald, June 30, 


3870—The prospects are now that 
we shall have a lively time on the 
Fourth of July In the way of boat 
racing. 


Newspaper Resumes 
Its Original Name 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 
20, 


1870)—It is somewhat queer that 
after a lapse of nearly 20 years 
the "Telegraph" should again by 
accident have added Its surnominal 
heading (Dixon Telegraph and Lee 
County Herald). 


13 Dixon Factories 
Employ 476 Persons 


Telegraph & Herald reported in 


1870 that 13 Dixon factories em- 
ployed a total of '176 on a payroll 
of $19.100 monthly, and with a 
capital total of §617,000. using a 
total of 852 horsepower 
from 


water power. 


HOT SHOT 


During 1868 to 1870, a young 


man in his toons by the name of 
Frank Smith, achieved quite n 
reputation as a billiard player, 
defeating nil comers at the Na- 
chusa Hotel, and journeying to 
Chicago, e'c., where he won many 
matches. 
He left for California 


on Feb. 7, 1870. 


Col. John Dement 
Re-elected Mayor 


Results of the city election held 


on March 7, 1870, saw Col. John 
Dement re-elected mayor for the 
year. He served also for the years 
1871-72 and 1878-79. 


Elected alderman for the first 


ward was W. A. Judd. 
Second 


ward alderman was H. P. Becker, 
for the third ward, -H. H. Perry, 
and fourth ward, W. C. Andrus. 


NEW CENSUS FIGUUE.S 


(Telegraph & Herald, Sep't. 22, 


1870)—We are obliged to Census 
Marshal B. F. Shaw for the follow- 
ing census figures: Dixon, 4,054; 
Dixon township, 632; South Dixon, 
899; Palmyra. 1,110; China, 1,595; 
Nelson, 600; Harmon, 542; Marion, 
747; Hamilton, 186 East Grove, 
765; Franklin Grove, 751. 


Baseball 'Revived" 
As National Game 


(Telegraph & Herald, June 23, 


1870)—There seems to be a revi- 
val of the great national game of 
baseball this summer. The Forest 
City, a club of Rockford boys, has 
gained much fame in a late tour 
through the Eastern states; but 
was beaten by the White Stock- 
ings on their return to the West. 
This is a Chicago club organized 
by the citizens of that enterpris- 
ing city out of material hired from 
several of the best clubs of the 
Union. The champion club of the 
Union, the Red Stockings of Cin- 
cinnati, were beaten the other day 
by the Atlantics, of Brooklyn, 
which caused much comment in 
the papers. The Red Stockings are 
gaining more from defeat than 
they ever received by continued 
victory. 


Economics Expert 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 24, 


1870)—There was an old man in 
our office the other day who, when 
the cause of the high price of but- 
ter was the subject of conversa- 
tion, remarked that the scarcity of 
butter was owing to the substitu- 
tion of pianos and organs for 
churns, in Lee county. 


The old man then tottered out 


of the office and has not been 
seen since. 
He was very feeble 


in mind and body. 


CANAL PROJECT DEFEATED 


A measure for a proposed canal 


by the state from Rock Island to 
Hennepin, with a feeder from the 
canal to Dixon, was defeated, the 
T. & H. reported Feb. 19, 1870. 
The T &H. on Jan. 27, 1870, print- 
ed a map of the proposed project. 


Muscle Man 
Pleases Crowd 


(Telegraph & Herald, June 30, 


1870)—Yankee Sampson, the iron 
man of America as he styles him- 
self, performed to large audiences 
a couple of evenings last week on 
the streets, rather extraordinary 
feats of strength. He raised and 
balanced a plow upon his chin; 
bent an iron bar over his arm, and 
held a large rock upon his breast, 
16 be broken with a sledge ham- 
mer. His performance was free, 
but a large collection for him was 
raised among the • crowd. 


Population Increases 
1,279 During Decade 


In 1860 the population of Dixon' 


township was 3,408. By the end 
of the decade in 1870, the figure 
stood at 4,687, representing an 
increase of 1,279 in the ten-year 
span. 


The population of Lee county 


during the same period of years 
increased from 18,359 in 1860 to 
27,138 in 1870. 


Outside of Dixon, the greatest 


increase was in 
Amboy which 


boomed from 2,507 in 1860 to 4,104 
ten years later. 
• 
I 


Chess Enthusiasts 
Invited to Compete 


(Telegraph & Herald. Oct. 20, 


1870)—All persons interested in 
the game of chess are cordially 
invited to meet at the Office of 
B. F. Shaw, over Jones and.Pow- 
ers' grocery, on Saturday evening. 
Moses Jerome, Thos. W. Eustce, 
\V. J. Carpenter, Chas. Murray, 
N. H. Williams, F. A. Truman, 
S. L. Mvcrs. 


Handsomest Man 


(Telegraph & Herald, July 


28, 1870)— Dr. Sheffield thus 
speak* in a late 
editorial: 


"Wliile in Dixon the other da.\ 
we culled upon Ben Shaw, the 
funny man of the Dixun Tele- 
graph & Herald. \Ve always 
did admire him for his good 
looks, but tilnce we i>aw him 
last, he has improved amazing- 
ly. We would give him creden- 
tial* an the handsomest man in 
town to any convention of old 
maids, or young ones either. We 
found him with his sleeves roll- 
ed up, the desk in front of him 
covered with proofs;.the sweat 
rolling off his intellectual fore- 
head; and he—well, he was 
quietly smoking a cigar. We 
were really glad to see that 
the accumulating years 
sit 


lightly upon Shaw's shoulders 
and we hope he n^ay be spared 
many years as an ornament 
and honor to the profession of 
quill-driving." 


Horse Racing Park 
Dedicated in 1870 


A stock company was formed in 


Dixon in the spring of 1870 to 
establish a "driving park" on a 
large tract of land near the river 
west of the city. 


By July of the same year, The 


Telegraph & Herald reported the 
dedication of the park: 


"The park on the banks of the 


beautiful Rock River, just west of 
and adjoining our city, was dedi- 
cated Saturday 
afternoon with 


much rare sport. A match between 
two of our trotting horses, an 
exciting race in which three good 
horses contested for a purse in a 
half-mile race; and a still more 
interesting 
exercises." 


foot race, were the 


Party Brightens 
Holiday Season 


One of the big social events In 


Dixon during the holidays in 187< 
was the Fireman's Ball on th« 
night after Christmas. 


The members of the newly or< 


ganizcd Dixon Hose company 
hosts at the affair held in U 
Hall. Everyone was invited and 
tickets sold for $1.50—thus givinj 
the affair a definite touch'of higb 
society. 


Firemen all wore their uniform! 


and the ball took on the appear- 
ance of a military social-function 
Ladies, it is reported, spent many 
hours in preparation and vied witfc 
each other in the matters of 
nine finery. The ball was the 
of the town both before and after 
it was held. 
. Newspaper Announcements 


Announcements heralding 
th« 


"grand ball" began as early as De< 
cember 8 in The Telegraph 4 
Herald. 


High on the list of hosts were 


the officers of the new company 
who had been elected on December 
•1. They were: 


Foreman, S. A. Sutton; 
firs1 


assistant, F. H. Babbitt; secon 
assistant, H. J. Cook; secretary, 
William Croak; treasurer, Henry 
S. Dey; engineers, J. Mead, A. 
Acker, E. Becker and Mr. Davies; 
pipemen,-E. E. Reynolds, Jamea 
Duffy, J. Powell and Mr. Weid- 
man; steward, W. W. Vann. 


Much of the talk at the party 


must have concerned the buildl 
which was being built at that 
for the Hook and Ladder company 
and which, when completed, would 
have a truck room and in the rear, 
"a" neat 
assembly 
room." Th« 


building was being constructed on 
Hcnnepin street. 


I 
•y 


Idine 
tmt 


St. James Evan. Congregational t 
Church History Begins in 1870 


And Oil for the Lamps of Dixon 


HEBRICR & WADSWORTH, 


General Dealers in 


HOUSEWIFE'S FRIEND 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 10, 


1870)—The Hail Columbia wash- 
ing machine, which has been on 
exhibition and thoroughly tested 
in our city during the past week, 
is without doubt one of the best 
things of the kind ever invented. 
It docs wash the streaks out thor- 
oughly and in quick time. 


TRAFFIC PROBLEM, 1870 
(Telegraph & Herald, March 3. 


1870)—On Saturday our 'streets 
were crowded with teams and 
people; and in fact that is getting 
to be the case every Saturday as 
well as many other days in the 
week. Dixon is on the rising scale 
—upward tendency. 


SHELF 


HARDWARE. 


Iron, Nails,' Steel, and 


Agricultural 
Implements. 


Also, in 


GENERALS VISIT HERE 
(Telegraph & Herald, Aug. 18, 


1870)—Gen. John A. Logan and 
Gen. T. O. Osbornc of Chicago 
were in town on Friday on a leis- 
urely visit among friends and ac- 
quaintances. 


STREET, 


ILLINOIS 


Among the necessary items in every household in 


1870 was oil for the lamps in Dixon. Among the dealers 
in this commodity were Herrick & Wadsworth, general deal- 
ers in hardware, located on Main street. 


The beginning of 
St. 
James 


Evangelical Congregational church 
is dated between 1867 and 1871. 
The first church was known as 
the St. James Evangelical 
Lu- 


theran church and was originally 
united with St. Paul's Lutheran of 
Nachusa, 


It was part of the early Lu- 


theran, work in this area, which 
included St. Paul's Lutheran of 
Dixon, St. Paul's of Nachusa, and 
Zlon Lutheran in Nelson township 
west of Dixon. 


The first place of worship for 


the St. James congregation was 
the brick school house 
at 
St. 


James corners In 
South 
Dixon 


township. 
The first date men- 


tioned is Jan. 24, 1870, when the 
Lutheran work was divided Into 
these four churches. 
The first 


pastor was the Rev. E. Miller, who 
served until 1875. 


Number* 36 Members 


The members numbered 36 on 


April 16. 1871, when mention was 
first made of a communion service. 
The first member to be confirmed 
was George W. Bruner on that 
date. 
Eight 
years 
later 
the 


membership was 125. Three years 
later, however, it had dropped to 
85 because of a number of mem- 
bers moving to other localities. 


Some loss to the congregation 


must have resulted in 1887 when 
St. Paul's Lutheran 
church in 


Nachusa was dedicated. 
Those 


desiring to join that congregation 
were free to do so after making 
proper application to the pastor. 
The membership has fluctuated 
much in the years following and is 
now 44. 


Sec Need for Building 


The congregation which gath- 


ered each Sunday in the brick 
school house soon recognized the 
need of a building of their own. 
This need was met in 1877 when 
the present structure was dedi- 
cated at a cost of $3,200. Two 
men of the congregation were out- 
standing in planning and seeing 
the project to completion, Harmon 
Lindeman and Hiram Uhl.- 


Dedicated also was the kero- 


sene chandelier, which is still in 
us* although 
now 
fitted 
for 


electricity. Mr. and Mrs. Abraham 
Barren ga.ve the chandelier as a 
gift to the church. The Rev. J. P 
Sanderson was pastor when the 
building was erected and dedi- 
cated. 


During the years 1912-1915, the 


church basement was dug and 
fitted for use. The record states 
that much work was donated to 
lower expenses. 
This improve 


mcnt was made during the pas 
torate of the Rev. I. B. Hcisey. 


Repairs, Additions Made 


Minor repairs 
and 
addition, 


were made to the church building 
including a 
new 
furnace 
anc 


carpoting, in the years that fol 
lowed. In 1944. however, complet 
redecorating of the interior was 
undertaken nt a cost of $949.50. 


The first church parsonage wa 


located on the site of the presen 
library in Dixon. 
Records indi 


cate it was at first under contro 
of the St. James congregation 
but in 1893 one-fourth interest WAJ 
given to St. Paul's church 
Nachusa. Shortly after, the prop 
erty was sold and a new psraonag 
was built on Galena avenue. 


I 
In 1908, because of the gift o 


St. James Evangelical Congregational Church, Dedicated 1877 


REV. R. R. HEIDENREICH 


Mrs. Catherine Barren, the un- 
divided half of this parsonage was 
mortgaged. 
When this property 


was sold, the church had no rcsi- 
'dcnt pastor nnd no parsonage wns 
procured. The church now rents 
an. apartment for 
the 
present 


pastor and his family. 


Were South Dixon Charge 


St. James, together with St. 


Paul's of Nachusa, made up what 
was known as the South Dixon 
charge, until 
1905, 
when 
the 


charge was divided. Twenty years 
later the congregation shared Its 
building with the Eldcna church, 


which was burned, and in turn 
received the services of their 
pastor, Rev. Goss. This arrange- 
ment was necessary for only one 
year. 


In 1926, the congregation re- 


organized and became affiliated 
with 
the 
Immanuel 
Lutheran 


church of Amboy (Iowa Synod). 
The congregation shared the serv- 
ices 
of 
the 
Rev. 
Paul H. G. 


Bredow for two years. 


The church again became a part 


of a charge in 1930 when it united 
with the Eldena 
charge, 
com- 


prising Eldena church and King- 
dom church. This affiliation con- 
tinued until 1935, when the church 
ceased to be a part of the Eldcna 
charge and was served by its own 
part-time pastor. 


Votes For Change 


This arrangement was altered in 


1939, when the congregation voted 
to become a part of the Evan- 
gelical 
Congregational 
church. 


Last year the church was assigned 
a resident pastor, who is also 
serving a new congregation at 
Rock Falls. 


A number of organizations have 


contributed much to the work of 
the church throughout the years. 
The Women's Missionary Society 
WHS the first organization to be 
formed within the church. Much 
aid has been given to the church 
since its founding in 1889, but the 
society's contributions to the mis- 
sion field has been most important. 
Many foreign fields ns well as 
home 
missionary undertakings 


REV. DUANE M. RAY 


have had help from it. At present 
membership is 24. 


A much 
larger 
organization 


cnmo into being in 1909. the Ladies'll 
Aid Society. From the beginning H 
this society has been a community ' 
organization with 
belonging to 
the 


The church Is Indebted 
society for its help in maintaining 
the building and supplying many 
improvements. Its present mem- 
bership Is 33. 


Ladles Clais Active 


The r/idles Class is n more re- 
(Contmucd on page 15, Sec. C) 


members not 
congregation, 


to this 
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Postscript... 


It's Homeward— 


(Continued from page 4, Sec. C) 


date we can say it is waving, while 
Stars and Bars are only a weak 
relic. 
At Decatur, Illinois 


"At 4:30 a. m. on the 31st we 


were at Decatur, Illinois, and then 
soon transferred to another road, 
—nd on our way to Camp Butler, 
Vome six miles east of Springfield, 
.where we were to be mustered out 
of service. 


"We were now fairly on the 


prairies of Illinois and the eye had 
a full stretch. Many of us were on 
the top of the cars glad to have a 
good look again. 


"We were soon at our camp, but 


the regiment was practically brok- 
en up. Of course, the men were ex- 


pected to stay where they were as- 
'"signed. and they could draw the 
rations until the rolls were signed. 
But in fact, some ran home having 
made engagements to that effect 
on the supposition that we were to 
be mustered out on time. The of- 
ficers mostly went to Springfield. 
Many of the privates who had 
money at their command also went 
to the city. 


Public Reception 


«, "On the 7th of June the ladies 
C*f Springfield and the state offi< 
cers sent an invitation to the men 
to join in a public reception and 
picnic to be given on the grounds 
xvhere the new state house was 
being built. This was accepted and 
we left the camp at^8:30 and ar- 
rived at the grounds at about 
noon. 


"Governor Yates, Adjutant-Gen- 


eral Fuller and Major-General Og- 
. ,lesby made speeches welcoming us 
•back again. We thanked them and 


gave them three cheers. ' 


"On the 13th of June the men 


became impatient and waited on 
the Colonel, insisting that they 
wanted their discharge. Saturday, 
June 18th. all of the papers were 
completed, the rolls signed, back 
pay and bounty was paid to the 
men and the Thirteenth Regiment 
of Illinois Volunteer Infantry, as 
- such, ceased to be. 
ft' "The men who had banded to- 


gether as soldiers for the country's 
weal and woe, had now dissolvec 
that bond. They were now citizens 
only. To the east and west, to 
the north and south, these men 
took their way, never all to meet 
again, unless as men loyal to God 
and truth, they respond to the 
great roll-call above." 


WARMEST SINCE '54 
j July 14, 1868—Old settlers call- 
•ed this day the warmest in 14 
years. 


Passenger House 


Completion 


May 13, 1868— Work on 
the 


Passenger House, at the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railroad Depot, 
s progressing rapidly without the 
slightest interruption. Mr. Cheney, 
the 
wide-awake 
proprietor, is 


driving matters with such energy 
that the establishment will be fin- 
.shed and open for business some 
time next month. 
Catholics Haul 
Stone for Church 


Feb. 12, 1868 — The Catholics are 


evidently determined to build a 
new church in Dixon. Today they 
iaye assembled from all the coun- 
try around, to haul stone for the 
foundation. 
Before 
noon 
the 


streets were well filled with Irish- 
men and women, in high, but sober 
spirit, all deeply engaged in the 
event of the day. 


About three o'clock the proces- 


sion entered Main street, headed by 
the Dixon Cornet band. Following 
them came a company of 43 foot- 
men, wearing green sashes; and 
after them the cornerstones on a 
sleigh drawn by six white horses, 
appropriately 
caparisoned. 
The 


stone lay on a white spread and 
was tastily decked with festoons 
of green. Then followed the priest, 
with officers of the day, mounted. 
Next came the novel features of 
the affair. We counted 125 sleighs, 
each heavily loaded with an offer- 
ing of stone from quarries up the 
river. 


ARTIST AT WORK 


Sept. 23, 1868— W. Lohman of 


Chicago has been taking a birds- 
eye view of our city which looks 
extremely well In skeleton form, 
and 'judging from specimens al- 
ready complete of other cities, we 
may look for a showing that will 
do credit both to the city and the 
artist. 


'T AIN'T SO! 


July 15, 1868— The wife of Mr. 


Knapp, tobacconist, on Main street, 
died very suddenly last evening, it 
is rumored, from an inordinate 
drinking of ice-water. We are au 
thorized in saying that she had 
been using no ice-water and that 
the rumor is unfounded. 


DIXON HERALD BEGINS 
Feb. 12, 1868 — First issue of 


Dixon Herald appeared. 
A. C 


Bardwell, editor; W. H. Boardman 
bus. mgr. 
• 


St. James— 


(Continued from page 14, Sec. C) 


cent organization active in church 


The year 1927 was outstanding 


n the history of the congregation, 
as the 50th year for the church. 
A golden jubilee was 
observed 


November 27 of that year under 
direction of the pastor, the Rev. 
Henry 
Julian Fischer. 
Special 


tribute was paid to Mrs. Nance 
Lindeman, then the only living 
charter member of the church. 


No present history of the church 


would be complete without men- 
tion of G. B. Lindeman, who has 
carried on as his mother did be- 
'ore. . 


Cite Former Pastor 


Deserving of special mention 


also is the former pastor, the Rev. 
R. R. Heidenreich, who 
served 


from 1930 to 1950. Rev. Heiden- 
reich was not able to live on the 
field but maintained his home at 
Woodbine, 111., 
and 
drove 
the 


distance each week to serve the 
church. Some idea of the esteem 
in which he is held is gathered 
from the number of times he is 
called back for special services. 


The only tragedy to befall the 


church in its long history occurred 
in the spring of 1950. A high wind 
that did a great deal of damage 
in the community blew out some 
of the 
stained glass windows. 


These were repaired at a cost of 
$1.150. 


The present pastor, the Rev. 


Duane M. Ray, was assigned to the 
church August 27, 1950. 
Cattle Are Spilled 
Into Rock River 


A drove of nearly 100 head of 


cattle concentrated on a span of 
the bridge near the middle of the 
river on May 10, 1866, causing the 
span to give way and dropping 
the cattle into the river. Two 
animals were killed and others 
swam to safety. 


"HARDY" SWEDES ARRIVE 
July 22, 1868— About 40 Swedes 


arrived here on Monday evening 
for employment on the substruc- 
ture of the wagon bridge. They are 
a hardy, muscular set of men 
though many of them are young 
and small, apparently mere boys 
in years. Most of them can neither 
speak or understand our language 


WEDDING BEIXS 


Wedding 
bells 
played 
back 


ground music throughout the year 
1869. It is recorded that in tha 
year 265 couples were carried. 


This Was Bustling South Dixon in 1870 


A view of South Dixon across the new Truesdell bridge at Galena avenue 
spires of courthouse and newly constructed Baptist church. To west is 


in 1870 shows the thriving city during this period. To east of Galena are 
cupola of Nachusa House and the two spires of St. Paul s Evangelical 


Lutheran church, built in 1868. 
• 
_ 


Enlarged Newspaper Brought to Readers by Merger 


When The Dixon Telegraph and 


The Dixon Herald combined forces 
to become The Dixon Telegraph & 
Herald with the Dec. 2, 1869, issue, 
the result was a newspaper of a 
stature and size never before pre- 
sented' to Dixon and Lee county 
readers. 


Instead of the four slender pages 


previously published, readers were 
now treated to a strapping publi- 
cation of eight pages, containing 
48 columns of editorial and adver- 
tising matter. The combined sub- 
scription lists of the two Republi- 
can organs greatly .increased cir- 
culation. 


Shaw Rejoin* Staff 


And a few days later, on Jan. 13, 


1870, the abilities of the sober, 
level-headed editor, A. C. Bard- 
well, were reinforced by the humor 
and sparkling intelligence of that 


"prince of wit," B. F. Shaw, whose 
fame at the editorial quill had 
spread to the boundaries of Illi- 
nois and beyond. 


In an opening>editorial, entitled 


"Prospectus," the newspaper laid 
its ambitions, its beliefs and its 
policies before the reader. 


"We submit The Telegraph & 


Herald to the reading public," said 
the editorial, "as a county paper, 
adapted to the wants of an intelli- 
gent and enlightened community; 
and in doing so we are aware that 
we assume an undertaking of no 
mean importance." 


County readers were told: "The 


local news qf a county paper forms 
its chief attraction, and should be 
its most prominent feature—the 
scope of its news should not be de- 
fined by cities and towns, but only 
by the limits of the county." 


In encompassing women and 


children readers, the editor noted: 
"By a careful selection of the 
reading matter of the .paper we 
hope to lend to the home circle, 
and especially to the young who 
resort" to these columns, all the 
benefits of a wholesome, refined 
and high-toned literature." 


Latest Markets 


To farmers: "No labor will be 


spared to make the market re- 
ports of the paper all that the 
farmer can desire. They will be 
made up' from the latest available 
returns, will be carefully prepar- 
ed and will be full, complete, and 
in all respects, reliable." 


During 1870 The Telegraph & 


Herald published regular columns 
of items of world, national <and 
state news, later devoting a whole 
page to the machinations of the 


Franco-Prussian 
war, 
gathered 


from its telegraphic and exchange 
facilities. 


Not only Lee, but Whitcsidc and 


Ogle county events were accorded 
regular 
space in its columns, 


broadening the newspaper's scope 
even beyond that promised in the 
opening editorial. Periodic contri- 
butions were printed from corres- 
pondents from towns in the three 
counties, 
showing the progress 


being made in each. 


Open to Literary 


The Telegraph & Herald also 


opened its columns to the aspiring 
literary pens of its Victorian read 
crs, and many a poem, letter and 
essay of local origin was added to 
the literary fare of the reader. 


To the farmer a whole page was 


devoted, bringing him up-to-date 


on the latest agricultural methods 
and techniques, and the housewife 
was furnished with homemaking 
lints. Every issue carried reviews 
on current literature. 


Among entertainment features 


were 
published 
the 
pretended 


semi-literate epigrams and writ- 
ngs of the popular Josh Billings 
Papers and Petroleum V. Nasby, 
il'us selections from such writer? 
as Mark Twain, Bret Harte and 
Henry Ward Beccher. 


Brought to subscribers also wert 


thumbnail biographies and sketch- 
es of such personalities as Charlct 
Dickens, the author, Benjamin 
Disraeli, Victoria's prime minister 
and the antics of James Gordon 
Bennett, the buccaneering news- 
paper publisher, who sent the ad- 
venturous 
Stanley 
to 
darkest 


Africa to find Dr. Livingston. 


1901 
- 
1951 


HENRY PRATT COMPANY 


CHICAGO 
DIXON 


SALUTES 


THE DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


ON IT'S 100th ANNIVERSARY 


We are newcomers to Dixon, but the valves we 
manufacturer have been serving the community in- 
directly for the past 25 years. Several are installed 
at the Dixon Plant of the Public Service Company 
of Northern Illinois (Illinois Northern Division) and 
are doing their small share in bringing you de- 
pendable electric service. With your continued 
help and encouragement, we expect to build 
hundreds of units in our Dixon Plant that will be 
used in Power Plants, Waterworks. Gas Plants, 
and numerous other fields where large valving is 
required. 


1950 
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Beautiful White. Pines.Main Eodge and-Dining Room and Kitchens at-Far End 


1941 


:A 


Mrs. John Maxson and guests.--taking.life easy, in the.roomy. and comfortable lounge. 


1951 


We are proud of the fact that we have in no 
small way contributed to the good name of 
Dixon and surrounding areas' by attracting so 
many people to our park every year, during the 
past ten years it has been our pleasure to give 
thousands of people carefree hours of com- 
plete relaxation out here among the pines. Our 
dining room is known far and wide for its ex- 
cellent meals, served under the personal super- 
vision of John Maxson, the genial host and 
manager of White Pines State Park. After a 
satisfying meal it is always a pleasure to relax 
for awhile in our roomy lounge or stroll 
through the woods. Perhaps that is why more 
people visited White Pines State Park in 1950 
than any other resort in Illinois. 


Some of the quaint log cabins among the pines. 
The main entrance to the dining room and lounge 
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1871... City Hall Building Is Completed 


19th Century 'Scenic Wonder' 
New Structure Houses 
Hook and Ladder Group 


On January 12, 1871, The Tele- 


graph and Herald reported "we 
are gratified.to note the progress 
being made in the city to protect 
property against possible visita- 
tion by fire."' 


This' comment was inspired by 


the news that the City Hall build- 
ing, erected for the use of the fire 
department, was completed. 


However, in the same year three 


disastrous fires caused extensive 
damage to the city. 


In reporting the news of the 


completed city hall in January, the 
newspaper added: 


"The truck house of the Hook 


and Ladder Co. on Hcnnepin 
street, near the Huntley House, 
has been completed and provided 
with a bell, and the Hose company 
has been stocked with additional 
facilities. 


"A tolling hammer has been 


placed on the Presbyterian church 
bell, and on the truck house bell. 
The former is worked by a cord 
hanging beside the buttress, by the 
west entrance to the church, the 
latter by a cord hanging beside the 
door case. 


"Either is upon the outside and 


can be found without difficulty. 
Every citizen should bear this item 
in mind, in order to be able to 
sound the fire bell when required, 
without delay or confusion. The 
truck house is secured by a gooc 
lock, and each member is provided 
with a key." 


First Fire of Year 


The first fire in Dixon in the 


same year, occurred shortly be 
fore the fire department moved 
into its new home. 


On January 3, > about 3 o'clock 


'in the morning, the grocery store 
of Jones & Powers, corner of Main 
and Galena streets, was discover 
ed to be on fire. The progress o 
the flames was checked, however 
before much damage was done and 
the estimated loss was §100. 


On Friday night, March 3, a fir 


Fuller's Cave was one of the "scenic wonders" of Dixon in the 19th century. It 


was located on the Cement Plant road along Rock rive;r and was popular as a picnic 
ground for many years. It later was destroyed by blasting. . 
...... , 
-, f 
The cave was named after the Fuller family on whose property it belonged for 


many years. In the spring of 1837, Irving Fuller, a native of New England, bought a 
squatter's claim for $150, lying on the east side of the river and including the cave. 
The property later belonged to Champion Fuller, well-known and successful farmer and 
enterprising citizen. 


Pioneer Jeweler — and Contraption 


broke out in a buiHing on the 
north side of Main street, four 
doors east of Pcoria, occupied by 
a family by the name of Schuchart 
as a saloon and a home. 


This building, and three others 


on the west were entirely destroy- 
ed along with a barn'. 


The fire spread to V. C. McKen- 


ney's livery stable, 15 feet east of 
.he saloon, but all the horses and 
carriages were saved. 


The brick buildings east ot the 


ivery stable, according to a news- 
japer account, "were only saved 
jy the utmost efforts of the fire 
department. The corner building 
and the one next to it were owned 
by F. C. McKenney and the other 
two by Mrs. James McKenney. 


The total loss was estimated to 


be about 54,000. 


Hotel Is Destroyed 


The third fire was reported by 


The Telegraph and Herald on 
October 12, 1871: 


"On Thursday last week about 


1 p.m., after our paper had been 
issued, the St. James (Shabbona 
House) Hotel of this city was de- 
stroyed by fire. There was an in- 
surance on the building and furni- 
ture of about 520,000, but this is 
probably worthless from the fact 
that nearly all the insurance com1- 
panics are made bankrupt by the 
Chicago fire. . 


"Our fire companies performed 


noble work in saving furniture and 
preventing the spread of the fire 
to neighboring buildings." • 


Cost of Building 


- The city hall housing the fire 
department was completed early 
in the year at a cost of 55,200 for 
the building and furnishings. The 
hose, hooks and ladders, hose cart 
and water pipe for the fire de- 
partment cost an additional 55,281. 


The building was used until 1906 


when it was demolished to make 
way for the present city hall and 
fire department station. 


0 Cracker Barrel Talk, 1871 


" "These" anTamong the topics people in Dixon were talking about 


us they sat on cracker barrels or stood on street corners in 1871— 
as reported in The Telegraph and Herald: 


* 
* 
* 
, 
* 
. 
, 


CONFERENCE—Mar. SO, 1871—An impromptu meeting of 


citizens was held on Tuesday evening last In the office of 
J. C. Ayres, Esq., to consult upon a proposition 6f Col. Bar- 
ringer of Columbus, Ohio, to provide our city with gas works. 
* 
» 
• 
* 


A 
ELEGANT—April 20. 1871—We chanced-to drop in at the wagon 
' und carriage works of Vann & Means, one day last week, and as 


usual discovered something new. They were just completing several 
phaetons, one of which was a three-spring vehicle, elegantly finished 
in gilt. 
* ' • 
* 
• 


SOLD—May 18. 1871—The Nachusa House was sold 


at Administrator'* sale on Friday last, to Maj. John T. 
Cheney of. this city. 
* 
* 
* 
* 


HANDSOME POLLY—May 18, 1871—The first cruise, since the 


opening of navigation on Rook River, will be made by the Handsome 
^ Polly, said to be one of the finest craft on the river. The Polly is 
* expected to reach Rock Island in time for the soldiers' reunion in 


that city, June 7. Handsome Polly will be launched some day next 
week. Her measurements are about sixteen by four. 
» 
» 
* 
* 


HOLIDAY—Decoration Day wan observed in Dixon on 


May 28, 1871, \vlth an assembly at the, courthouse, from 
where the participants marched to Oakwood cemetery. 
• 
* 
« 
* 
* 


BUGGY—Both potato bugs and locusts plagued the crops of 


farmers in the summer of 1871. 


BUTTER—Tune 22, 1871—-One firm In our city shipped 


4k 
one ton of buMer In one day, last week. 
* 
* 
* 
» 


GLOW-WORM—June 29, 1871—A genuine "full blooded" glow- 


worm can be seen at J. C. Mead's book store. 
* 
• 
« 
« 


WHITTLE AND CHEW—July 37, 1871—The most indu-- 


IrioiiH people we have are those who sit on dry goods hoxei 
all day and whittle, chew tobacco and smoke. They don't 
ask for an eight-hour system, but put In ten or 12 hours 
without a murmur. 
* 
* 
« 
* 


CLIPPED—Aug. 10. 1871—Our boys of the bat took a trip to 
f| Sterling last Tuesday to have a little game with the Clippers of 


that city. The Clippers made 24 runs and Dixon Juniors made eight. 
* 
• 
» 
* 


ROBE STOLEN—Aug. SI, 1871—If the Individual who 


took a buffalo robe from John Crawford's wagon on Sun- 


. day evening at the brick schoolhouse will return the same 


there will be nothing further said. 
* 
• 
» 
» 


LIONIZED—Sept. 28, 1871—Father Dixon has returned from his 


trip to Springfield where he went as a delegate to the Republican 
State Convention, looking a little better for his journey. He was 
lionized very much down there, a thing he doesn't like, however. 
9 
• 
» 
» 
« 
* 


MYSTERIOUS—Oct. 23, 1871—A dense unioke 'filled 


the atmosphere here and at least 20 mile* around on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. Where It came from no man knoweth. 


"> 
* 
• 
• 
* 


THE GENTLE RAIN—Nov. 2, 1871—All Monday night there 


fell upon the thirsty earth the gentle rain-drops which made glad 
many heart* who were in fear that cold weather would come on 
without rain; thereby endangering fruit trees and causing scarcity 
' of water for livestock. On Tuesday, as we write, it still rains as we 
have not been blessed for months. 


Stranger Steals 'True Love9 Away 


In the Nov. 9, 1871,"issue The Telegraph A Herald said a 


couple came from Amboy to get married. While the bride- 
groom-to-be was transacting other business, his beloved struck 
up a conversation with a stranger. The stranger asked her to 
marry him, instead, to which she agreed. They faced her be- 
trothed, who agreed to release her from her engagement for 
$20, The stranger then went and sold his horse for $54, paid 
the Intended husband, and the two were married. 


Irish Celebrate 
StrPatrick^ficiy 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 23, 


1871)—St. Patrick's Day, like the 
Fourth of July, comes but once a 
year, and being also a glorious 
day, is looked forward to by the 
sons of Erin with most happy 
anticipation. 


All over the wide world the 


harp and shamrock were brought 
forth on that same 17th of March, 
in honor of the Patron Saint, and 
Irishmen were everywhere happily 
united under them, in celebrating 
the memories of their native Isle. 


In Dixon, the Father Matthews 


Total Abstinence and Benevolent 
Society had supervision of the 
celebration, which consisted of a 
parade in the forenoon and St. 
Patrick's ball at the Nachusa 
House in the evening, inlaid with 
general personal jollification. The 
procession 
passed through 
the 


principal streets, presenting an ex- 
ceedingly orderly and neat appear- 
ance. 


Dixon Tboters1 


i 
Plan Brass Band 


(Telegraph & Herald, July 13, 


1S71)—We are glad to hear that 
Dixon is soon to have a brass 
band. 
The organization is now 


nearly completed. 


We have not learned the names 


of the young men who are to toot, 
but Dave McCosh is to be their 
chief looter. He is an excellent 
musician. 


John Dement 
Reelected Mayor 


In the results of the municipal 


elections held on March 6, 1871 
John 
Dement 
was 
re-elected 


mayor. He had previously served 
in 1869 and 1870. 
After 1871 he 


was-re-elected in 1872. 1878 and 
1879—serving six yeais in all. 


(A biography of John Dement 


appears in this edition on pagejl, 
Section A). 


Others elected in 
1871 
were 


Clark S. Brown, alderman of the 
first ward; 
Henry O. Kclscy, 


second ward: Henry D. Dement, 
third ward; Perry Walker, fourth 
ward. 


New Water Wheel 
Increases Power 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 16, 


1871)— Additional power has been 
applied to the pump at the water 
works, by attachment to the water 
wheel, of eighty horse power, un- 
der the Borneo Flax factory. The 
pump will hereafter be worked by 
two wheels combining a power of 
one hundred find eighty horses, 
and supplying an abundance of 
water for two hose. 


History Repeats 
The American encounter with 


the Koreans which began In 
June, 1950, was not the first 
experience with the people of 
that nation. History, in 1950, 
was repeating itself according 
to a report in The- Telegraph 
& Herald on July IS, 1871 — 
just 19 years before:' 


"The following was received 


under date of the 23rd ult. by 
the Navy Department, 
from 


Corea: "The Corcans not apolo- 
gizing for their treacherous 
attack on the 10th, we landed 
on Knng Xoc; and 
took 
and 


destroyed the lower fort and 
munitions. . On the ll»h we 
took another f9rt and then 
stormed and captured a strong- 
hold. 
Five forts have been 


taken. The troops which de- 
fended them are reported as 
numbering J 1,000.. We counted 
243 dead Coreans. 
\Vo had 


three killed and nine wounded. 
Signed, .Tolin Rodgcrs, com- 
modore, U.S.N.*" 


Mail Is Delayed 
By Snow Storm 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 19, 


1871)—This section was visited 
on Saturday and Sunday last, by 
a snow storm, surpassing in all the 
merits of a first-class storm, any- 
thing in the remembrance of the 
'oldest settler." 
_..., . . 


On Sunday morning, ' on the 


northeast corner 
of Main and 


Galena, and on the north side of 
Main from Galena to Peoria, the 
snow lay in drifts from five to 
six and eight feet deep. 


On Monday, morning everyone 


was engaged in clearing 
the 


streets so that passage could be 
effected. 
No mail was received 


here from the east- from noon 
Saturday until-Tuesday night. 


CAPACITY OF DAM 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 12, 


1871)_The capacity of the Dixon 
dam is estimated at 5,000 horse 
power, at least. 


For City's Protection 


Completed in 1871 at a cost of $5,200, the pew Dixon 
City Hall also served as a home for the recently- 
organized Dixon Hook & Ladder Company. The building 
remained until 1906 when it was demolished to make 


room for the present city hall. 


Susan B. Anthony 
Makes No Headway 


Susan B. Anthony, advocate of 


Women's rights, visit?d Dixon m 
1871, but it is recorded that the 
girls gave little heed to her mis- 
sionary work in their behalf. 


The Telegraph 
& Herald re- 


ported on. April 20 that "Susan B. 
Anthony, Esq., (an apparent ref- 
erence to her appeal for equality 
of rights for the sexes) was at the 
Nachusa House last week. Never- 
theless, the girls in the establish- 
ment continue to toil on about a.« 
usual,'as If they never had heard 
of the Women's Rights'she talks 
about." 


67 -BURIALS 


A total of 67 persons were 


Interred in OakwooU cemetery for 
the year 1870. 


Locomotion in the 1870s required considerable skill. Pictured here with his bicy- 


cle is E. L. Kling, pioneer jeweler in Dixon. 
' 


'When You Soy 
That, Smile!' 


Luckey Becomes 
Grant Secretary 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 5, 


1871)—We are pleased to notice 
that our former townsman, Lev! P. 
Uickey, Esq., has been appointed 
private secretary 
to 
President 


!rant, in place of James T. Ely of 
Chicago. 
A better appointment 


could not have been made. 


SOMEWHAT SAD 


(Telegraph ft Herald, Feb. 23, 


1871)—The 
morning passenger 


train bound north on the Central, 
ran off the track near Sublette 
one day last week. 
One gentle- 


man 
was 
somewhat 
injured, 


though not seriously. The coaches 
were s o m e w h a t 
demolished, 


though exactly to what extent we 
were not informed. 


-.Uhcomplimenta'ry words" '"once 


resulted in broken noses and black 
eyes when two men of 1871 in 
Dixon defended their honor and 
reputation. 


Such an encounter between two 


citizens was reported in The Tele- 
graph & Herald'on January 19, 
1871: 


"A first-class pugilistic misun- 


derstanding among business men 
hereabout is an uncommon occur- 
rence. 
"As a general thing the fight- 


ing is done by a class who call it 
recreation, but on Saturday eve- 
ning last there occurred a fistic 
colloquy, in another quarter, which 
we greedily seized as a desirable 
item in the dearth of news of a 
better sort. 


"The difficulty took-place, be- 


tween Charles S— and William 
R 
f and grew out of a law suit. 


Mr. *R— addressed Mr. S— in un- 
complimentary words, at which 
S— gave a home hit which broke 
in the walls of Mr. R—'a nose. 


"On Tuesday complaint was 


made to Squire Hinc, a warrant 
issued and S— was fined $50." 


Blasts of Cannon 
Heralds Holiday 


Dixon celebrated Fourth of July, 


1871, with ringing of bells and 
blast of cannon promptly at mid- 
night, a parade in the morning, 
dances, and a procession of the 
Fire Department, Father Mathews 
Society, citizens, led by the Du- 
buque, Iowa band. J. M. Bnilcy of 
Frecport delivered the oration on 
the courthouse square, and the 
Declaration of Independence was 
read by Dwight Heaton. 


A boat race was held in the 


afternoon on Rock River, with 
prizes. The Firemen 'held a dance 
at the. Nachusa House in the eve- 
ning. The Catholics held a picnic 
on Van Arnam's island, followed 
by a ball at Union Hall in the eve- 
ning. 


Dixon Citizens Aid 
Chicago Fire Victims 


On, Oct. 10, 1871, The. Telegraph 


& Herald published an extra on 
the great Chicago fire. 
Dixon 


citizens sent large quantities of 
food, clothing and provisions to 
the survivors. The regular edition 
described the great fire which ex- 
tended over several counties In 
Wisconsin and the Chicago fire. 


Hen's Scratches Stop Postmaster 
From Paying Respects to President 


There were many excuses offered for not paying respects 


to President Grant when he visited Dixon in October of 1871, 
but perhaps the most unusual was the one reported in the 
newspaper on October 5: 


"Our postmaster, .Tames I... Camp, did not rail 


cHhi-r, but would have been much pleased to have done 
MI, liii<l not liis face been, at <ltat particular time, Imdly 


and somewhat disfigured by a ferocious and 


njjly lii'ii." 
Grnnt passed through the city from one railroad to another 


— nnd was transferred, according to The Telegraph & Herald 
editor, "in a palace sleeping car, and not by omnibus, as other 
mortals." 


The editor continued: 
- 
> 
• 


"He did not call on us, on account of the distance from tne 


depot to our office. 
We did not call on Grnnt, for the reason 


that we had nothing to give him but a couple of dogs, and dogs' 
are the only presents which Grant utterly refuses to accept, 


"He seemed to bo very much grieved that we were not at 


the depot, and on that account had nothing to sny to the many 
of our citizens that called on him." 


First Necktie Sociable 
Provides High-Old-Time 


Before "scramble dinners" and 


"box socials", one of the high- 
lights of the party .season in Dixon 
in 1871 was the 
first "necktie 


sociable" ... a forerunner to clam 
bakes and taffy-pulls. 


The Telegraph & Herald report- 


ed this society item in April of 
that year: 


"The first necktie sociable in 


our town made its debut on last 
Kridny evening. The neckties were 
ihe work of the 
young ladies 


present, each having been made to 
correspond with the color of the 
dress worn during the evening. 


"The ties .were placed in en 


velopcs and each gen-Jew*" waa 
at liberty to purchase one. Alter 
the purchase wns made began a 
search for the lady whose' dress. 
corresponded to the color of the 
tie."One young 
gentleman 
was 


heard to tell another, confiden- 
tially of course, that it was his 
belief that several young ladles, 
had changed dresses when tlicy 
saw who had drawn their neck- 
tics but no one believed, that. 


"One little fellow we saw had 


made five purchases and had then 
failed to get the right one."' 


Jail Break in 1871 Sets 
Pattern for 1951 Escape 


- 
A jail break reported on Jan. 12 1871, set the pat- 


tern for a similar escape from the Lee county jail 80 


n 
e 
Herald reported: "On Sat- 


urday last (the 7th) Sheriff. Barkley discovered that 
two of his boarders had eloped,. finding egress through 
the ceiling of their cell, into the loft, thence into open 
air through a hole effected in the" stone wall. 


ANNIE" 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 16, 


J871)—we have, in our office a 
young lady who is an adept at 
wood engraving. Parties wishing 
cuts of- patents, machinery of any 
kind, buildings, or any work in the 
woodcut line, arc invited to call 
We arc confident w> can give gooc 
satisfaction, both as to quality of 
work and price. 


Cool 'Discovered' 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 5, 


1871)—We have before us a speci- 
men ,of stone coal which Mr. E. J. 
Courtright struck at a consider- 
able distance below ,the -surface, 
while digging a well, some days 
since, on his farm near Dixon. It 
is the pure stuff and is a tempting 
indication of a rich deposit some- 
where in that section. 


DRAMATIC CLUB FORMED 
(Telegraph & Herald, Feb. 16. 


1871)—A number of young men of 
mir city have organised a Dra 
matic club. 


"LIEDERKRAN7," MIT BEER 
(Telegraph & Herald, Feb. 16,, 


1871)—The 
Dixon 
Licdcrkrana 


will give a grand ball in Union 
Hall on the evening, of the 21st, 
Good music will be on hand," and 
the lager beer, commonly .dis- 
pensed on such occasions, will b« 
dispensed with. 


NEW PUBLICATION 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 


1871)—We have before' us th« 
first number of the Rock River 
Farmer, published by W. M. Ken- 
nedy. and welcome it 
with '.a 


hearty shake, as a very neat And 
enterprising monthly. 
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1872... Balloonist Makes Bid for Fame 


St. Luke's Episcopal Church Consecrated 


First services in St. Luke's Episcopal church which had been started in 1871, 


were held on Sept. 15, 1872. The edifice was consecrated on St. Luke's Day, October 
18. The building cost a total of $16,800. (A complete history of St. Luke's Episcopal 
church in Dixon appears on page 4 of Section A of this edition. 


WELL! WELL! WELL!! 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 28, 


1872)—Well! Well! Well!! What 
a jolly little rascal Cupid is, to 
be sure. Our old friend Joseph 
Brierton was married with Mrs. 


Camford Fields of Grand Detour 
on Tuesday of last week. 
Mr. 


Brierton is a youth of 85 winters 
and his bride has only seen 65 
summers. 


"THE DIXON SUN" 


(Telegraph & Herald, Mar. 14, 


1872)—The Democrat came out 
last week under a new name and 
will be known in the future as 
"The Dixon Sun." 


fail Erected 
During 1872 


After several experiences with 


escaping prisoners, Lee county in 
1872 decided to build a new jail. 


At a meeting' of the county 


board of supervisors Feb. 14, 1872 
Supervisor Lorenzo Wood offeree 
a resolution that the board appro- 
priate $18,000 to be issued in coun- 
ty orders at 8 per cent interest to 
erect a new jail. 


The board passed the proposal 


and named the following building 
committee: Lorenzo Wood, Henry 
BIy, Evins Adrian, P. H. Schrock, 
Abram Brown, Chester Badger 
and O. W. Bryant. 


Foundations for the new jail 


were laid April 25, and at the next 
meeting, July 8, 1872, the com- 
mittee reported that lot at Third 
and Hennepin had been purchased 
from Sarah Havens for $1,000. The 
old jail and lot were sold for $2,- 
500, which was added to the $18.- 
000 fund. 


The building was constructed by 


Messrs. Jobst and Pierce of Peoria 
at a cost of $16,980. The firm re- 
ceived $516.88 for extra work and 
material, including fencing and an 
outhouse, and H. Simonson was 
>aid $294.76 for a barn. The build- 
ng committee was paid $139.10 and 
Lorenzo Wood, as superintendent, 
was paid $325, and Merriam and 
Street, architects of Chicago, were 
paid $424.50. leaving a balance of 
$810.93. 


The building committee report- 


ed . completion of the jail at its 
next meeting, Nov. 6. 1872, and 
t was accepted by the board. 


eorgicr Minstzels 


Acclaimed by Editor 


(Telegraph & Herald, Oct. 10, 


1872)—While we do not desire to 
detract anything from the repu- 
;ation of white men who imitate 
the Negro, we cannot but cx- 
>reis our opinion in saying that 
the Georgia Minstrels supercede 
any troupe of the kind in the 
country. 


Why should they not? 
They 


are not imitators, but the real 
bona fide darkies themselves. 


Their voices are perfectly na- 


ural, their singing is splendid, 
their music fine, and their Comic 
scenes and dancing laughable and 
original. 


They play at Union Hall Satur- 


day night of this week. 


•1935 -1951 


Building 


WITH 
Dixon 


AND ' , 


Lee County 


FOR 


Sixteen Years 


Just as the country was beginning to recover from a 
world-wide depression, C. K. Willet opened his office as 
a consulting engineer. With one assistant, Mr. Willett 
started surveying and planning road improvements for 
Dixon and Lee County. In 1937 he was appointed to City 
Engineer for Dixon. During the years the concern's work 
has been planned for forty other municipalities and today 
is known as one of the leading consulting engineers in 
Illinois. 


C. K. WILLETT 


CONSULTING ENGINEERING 


317 N. GALENA AVE. 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


DIAL 3-1481 


"Place of Incarceration' 


On February 15, 1872, the editor of The Telegraph 


& Herald made reference to Dixon's "horrid old jail" 
when he reported a fire in the old building. A day be- 
fore, February 14, at a meeting of county board of com- 
missioners, a resolution was offered to provide for a new 
jail at the cost of $18,000. The building was completed 
in November of the same year. 


Io/ Poor Indian 
(Telegraph & Herald, Sept. 


19, 1873)—Medicine Bear, Run- 
ning Antelope and several other 
noble foresters, passed through 
our city the other day. They 
dinnd at the \Vaverly House 
and took in butter with a spoon 
and without bread; scratched 
their heads with a fork; held 
the beef steak with their teeth 
when they cut it, and per- 
formed 
several 
other 
very 


commonplace and nnromantic 
antics not in the rules of table 
etiquette. 


YMCA Planned 
At 1872 Meeting 


(Telegraph & Herald, Nov. 21, 


1872)—We are requested to state 
that all persons interested and de- 
sirious of forming a Young Men's 
Christian Association in this city 
are requested to meet at the of- 
fice of J. C. Ayres on Monday 
evening for the purpose of taking 
some action in this direction. 
* * * 


(Telegraph & Herald, Nov. 28, 


1872—At a meeting in the office 
of Jason C. Ayres, Esq.. on Mon- 
day evening, it was decided to 
form a Young Men's Christian 
Association in this city. 


Unusual Egg Said 
To Herald Doom 


(Telegraph ft Herald, Mar. 28, 


872)—Lem Mulkens has laid upon 
our table an egg upon which is 
marked the figure "2" in bold 
relief. 


The wise philosophers who have 


examined thus hen fruit are firm 
n their opinions that it refers to 
his 1872; the comet; the world's 
«d. 


There is one thing that we have 


ibservcd: i.e., that these curiously 
narked egss have very much the 
ame flavor after they are cooked, 
that is usually found in a common 
egularly begotten egg. 


%Horrid Old Jail' 
Gets Irrigation 


(Telegraph & Herald! Feb. 15, 


1872)—The firemen of our city 
were out at the tap of the bell 
and on time Monday afternoon, 
when the alarm was given and it 
was discovered that the jail was 
on fire. Delay was caused by the 
hose being frozen in such & man- 
ner that the water could not pass: 
but after bursting a couple of 
sections and getting them re- 
placed, the old jail was pretty 
thoroughly deluged, not, we fear, 
however, with any religious effept 
further than as it is generally 
understood that "cleanliness"'' is 
akin to holiness." 


The jail was saved without much 


damage. 
There is no institution 


that we know of which stands 
more in need of a thorough irriga- 
tion now and then than the horrid 
old jail. 


Water Apparatus 
'Works Like Charm' 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 18 


1872)—Prof. Steiner finished his 
job of laying the waterpipes from 
the pump at the mill to the north- 
west corner of Galena and First 
street, much to the satisfaction of 
the council, we believe. 


The apparatus works like a 


charm. Hose were attached to the 
excellent hydrant at Galena and 
First streets, and after conducting 
the water to 
Mayor Dement's 


residence, it was thrown over his 
observatory to the height, in fact, 
of 70 or 80 feet. This was not 
less than 2600 feet from the pump. 


Gone With the Wig 


(Telegraph & Herald, Sept. 


19, 1872)—A thrilling occur- 
rence took place on Wednes- 
day last. A lady'had her hair 
"raised," and carried off! Don't 
be alarmed. It wasn't 
the 


Indians, only the wind. 


1913-1951 
38 YEARS 


DEDICATED TO THE 


PROGRESS 
OF DIXON 


AND COMMUNITY! 


Still operating from the same location, but 
keeping pace always with the times, we 
have had "A Bigger and Better Dixon" as1 
our goal through the years. Service, depend- 
ability, increased efficiency, quality mate- 
rials and skilled workmanship have been 
featured in our business and have been en- 
joyed by everyone doing business with us. 


0. SELGESTAD & SON 


Dixon Man Singes Wings 
In Early Attempt at Flight 


209 E. First St. 
Dial 3-7371 


Whatever may be said about the 


shortcomings 'of Dixon citizens, 
nobody has come forth yet with 
the accusation that her inhabitants 
have failed to keep abreast of the 
times. 


When one Professor Steiner, in 


September of 1871, ascended in his 
balloon at the Lee County fair in 
Dixon that year, an audience of 
thousands of Lee countians gath- 
ered 'to gape and thrill at the 
grand spectacle. 


So 'impressed were the county 


folk, that they prevailed upon the 
professor for a return engagement, 
to which he agreed. At the great 
ascension scheduled the following 
month, however, his balloon failed 
to work and he cut it loose in dis- 
gust. It landed near Mendota. 


Aspiring Balloonist 


But one yearning heart in the 


audience noted well the adulation 
of the mob, and' from that time 
a noble ambition burned in his 
breast. 


He was John K. Burket of Dix- 


on. Like Darius Green with his 
flying machine, he set to work to 
manufacture a balloon of his own 
design. 


On June 6. ,1872, The Telegraph 


editor, ever a man to note the 
progress of his fellows, reported: 


"Mr. John Burket of this city 


has his immense balloon, which 
was commenced last winter, fin- 
ished. It is 54 feet in length and 
36 in diameter, giving a capacity 
of over 45,000 cubic feet." . 


A few days later, on June 20, 


he added: 


Destroyed by Fire 


"Mr. John K. Burket's immense 


balloon, which was finished and 
received one coat of oil, was de- 
stroyed by fire caused by spon- 
taneous combustion last Wednes- 
day'night." 


"However," said the editor, "he 


is now making another, which will 
be completed in time to make his 


contemplated air trip on 
the 


Fourth of July." 


Sure enough, John Burket con-' 


structed a new balloon, and on the 
glorious Fourth, like Darius, he 
prepared to conquer the airy do- 
minion. Like Darius, he failed, as 
The Telegraph noted on July 11: 
' 
Failure "Humiliating" 


"The balloon ascension was very 


much' of a failure on the Fourth. 
This was very humiliating to Mr. 
Burket, the Aeronaut, and in fact 
to all our citizens, for we had 
hoped it would prove a success." 


But the spirit of John K. Bur- 


ket was not to be conquered 
one failure. 
Like all good, red- 


blooded Americans, he tried again. 
Says The 'Telegraph of Aug. 15: 


"Mr. "John K. Burket of our city 


has an engagement with his,bal- 
loon at the Rockford Fair on the 
ninth of next month." 


Foiled by Destiny 


But, alas, the Dixonite was not 


destined to soar in lofty flight 
above the heads of his adoring con-^ 
temporaries. The Telegraph editor^ 
told readers and well-wishers on 
Sept. 19: 


"Mr. Burket of our city did not 


go up in his balloon at Rockford 
last, week on account-of the diffi- 
culty with the gas furnished. 


"He cut his balloon loose and let 


it go skyward, and now says that 
he will abandon all air ship enter- 
prises as too uncertain for com- 
fort and profit." 
^ 


Lands Xear Mendota 
™ 


This should have closed the an- 


nals of John Burket's venture, but 
on Sept. 26, the editor told readers 
that Burket's balloon, which he 
had cut loose at Rockford, had 
landed near Mendota. 


"Mendota must have an affin- 


ity for balloons," he concluded, 
'for it was here that Prof. Stein- 
er's balloon landed last year when 
it started from Dixon." 
A 


Conversation Pieces, 1872 


Whether it's "small talk" or "big talk", in 1872— as always— 


there were plenty of interesting items to provide the citizens with 
conversation-pieces. Here are some of the topics (1872 variety) as 
reported by The Telegraph & Herald in that year: 


* 
* 
* 
* 


FIRST COMICS ARE JUST THAT— April 11, 1872— 


The first comic appeared In The Telegraph & Herald. It was 
entKled "Peter's Ride to the Wedding." Poetry accom- 
panied five continuity sketches,, in which Peter and his wife 
mounted a jackass to attend a wedding. They were thrown 
off, and walked to the wedding. 


* 
* 
» 
» 


SLANG— April 18, 1872— Everything of a gay or brilliant na- 


ture is now called the "Dolly Varden." It is a name given to every- 
thing new, because Dolly Varden herself was wont to wear very 
gay new dresses. 
* 


, 
• 
• 
» 
* 


"BUCKET BRIGADES"— April 25. 1872— The painters 


are now busy on the many residence* of the city. 


* 
* 
» 
» 


SECRET SOCIETY— April 25, 1872— Farmers' Granges, a »«• 


cret society for the protection of the agricultural interests of the 
country, are prospering finely in this vicinity. The lodge lately or- 
ganized at Palmyra numbers over one* hundred members. 


* 
• 
* 
* 


NO HARD FEELINGS— April 25, 1872— A man has heen 


playing on an accordion on our streets for the past two days. 
He doesn't seem to have any hard feelings against our citi- 
zens either. He doles his mournful tunes at the foot of the 
stairs leading to our office. 
f 


* 
. 
* 
« 


NOPE! THE ICEMAN COMETH— June 6, 1872— Hope's 


Ice wagon is now going Its dally rounds with the pure con- 
gealed water which Is destined to cool the parched tongue* 
of all the house maids and madams on the hot days of the 
coming June, July and August. 
* 
* 
• 
* 


SWEET DIRGES— June 6, 1872— Decoration Day, on Sunday, 


passed off much as the soldier boys had hoped it would. The band 
discuroses sweet dirges and the fire companies and 'the Father 
Mathcws Society were out in full uniform. 
* 
* 
• 
* 


FUNERAL FOR GORILLA— July 11, 1872— A gorilla in 


Great Eastern Circus died In this city last week as the grand 
cession marched through the streets. 
* 
* 
• 
* 


HOORAY FOR HORACE— Horace Grcclcy is nom- 


inated for president by Democrats at Baltimore. 
* 
• 
* 
* 


"EPIZOOTIC"— Nov. 28, 1872— Last week the epizootic (horse 


disease epidemic) broke out in our city in rather a mild form. 


* 
» 
* 


TELEGRAPH "BACKS" CHRISTIANITY . . . "At the 


very lowest estimate over 700 copies of the Dixon Telegraph 
attend church every Sabbath as 'backing' to Christianity." 
(Papers were used as stuffing for bustles.) 


* 
» 
* 


STATE GRANGE MEETS HERE— Dec. 12, 1872— The State 


Grange of the Illinois Patrons of Industry has been in session since 
Tuesday in this city. 


* 
* 
* 


CHURCH DEDICATION— July 18, 
1872— The First 


Baptist church of Dixon will dedicate their new house of 
worship on July 28. 


*, 
• 
* 


TANNER CLUB ORGANIZED— Aug. 8, 1872— A Tanner club was 


organized in this city last Saturday with 110 members. Major A. J. 
Pinkham has been chosen captain of the club. 


* 
* 


NEW GERMAN LODGE-AuK. 8, 1872-Our energetic 


German fellow-cltlzen* organized a lodfje of the Independent 
Order of- Odd Fellows last night, which Is named Ruckcr 
Lodge No. 49S. 


the 


Dement Reelected 


John Dement began his fourth 


consecutive year as mayor of Dix- 
on in 1872. On March 4, he was 
re-elected. 
He served again in 


1878 and 1879, for a total of six 
years in all. 


Others elected in 1872 were: 


W. A. Judd, alderman first ward; 
Lorenzo Wood, second ward; C E. 
Mousseau, third ward; J. Rhodes, 
fourth ward, to fill the .vacancy of 
6. F. Emmerson. 


LESS THAN LAST YEAR 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 4, -. 


1872)—George Slater, sexton, offl 
Dixon cemetery, reported 60 deaths 
for Dixon in 1871. (There had 
been 67 reported the previous year 
1870). 


HORSE-BEATING UNLAWFUL 


(Telegraph A Herald, Mar. 28, 


1872)—if you over drive, or beat 
or overload your horse, or any 
other animal, you are now liable 
to a fine of J200. So it has been _ 
enacted by our legislature. 
• V 


f 
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BOYNTON-RICHARDS 


TH 


GEORGE E. BOYNTON 


Founder 


JOHN T. RICHARDS 


Founder 


• Van Heusen Sfifrfs 


• Freeman Shoes^ 
• Stetson Hats 
\ 


• Wilson Bios. 
• Haberdashery 


• Interwoven Sox 


• Hickok Belts 


• Hickok Jewelry; 


CHARLES E. MILLER 
Vice President and Secretary 


BOYNTON-RICHARDS C 


Tfte/i o/u* 


DIXON'S LEADING MEN'S STORE 


FOR 40 YEARS 


On this, our 40th Anniversary, the Boynton-Richards 
Company pauses to pay respect to the founders of 
this concern. In 1911, George E. Boynton and John 
T.» Richards opened the store at 107 First Street, 
insisting on. dollar-for-dollar value and quality 
merchandise the store became an immediate suc- 
cess, and today, still in the same location, we are 
justifiably proud of the success and progress that 
has been ours. For 40 years we have furnished the 
men of Dixon and vicinity with nationally adver- 
tised clothes and accessories direct from the 


• Bofany 500 Suite 


• Harf, Schaffner & Marx 


Clofhes 


• Griffon CZofhes* 


• Middishade Clothes 


• Champ Hats 


• Wembley Ties 
• Alligator Rainwear 


• Pendlefon Shirts 


nation's leading style centers and manufacturers. 
Following the examples and policies set by the 
founders, the management and staff of the Boynton- 
Richards Company look forward to the next forty 
years and pledge to continue the fine business prin- 
ciples that have made possible the growth and 
prestige that is ours. To the Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph we extend our sincere congratulations on the 
completion of its first hundred years and express 
our earnest desire, along with Dixon, that together 
we may look forward to the next hundred years. 


JOE E. MILLER 


Treasurer 


1911-1951 
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1873.. Many Perish as Bridge Collapses, 


From Dixon Telegraph: 


The citizens of Dixon awoke on Sunday morning 


to find nature in one of her smiling beautiful moods. 
A clear sky and warm sunlight at morning betokened 
a day which for warmth and beauty would be un- 
eaualled and was the long looked for advent of those 
soft balmy days so delicious after months of nature's 
*oi8 and sombre reign. 


Early in the day the streets were thronged with 


people, old and young bathing in the rich sunlight and 
congratulating each other upon the glorious promise 
of spring. All were happy and sought their respective 
places of worship wearing upon their faces content- 
ment and love, silently thanking a kind providence for 
their life so full of hope and happiness. No heart 
sounded the fear of the dreadful calamity which at 
mid-day fell upon the ilttated city and in an instant 
plunged every heart in grief and brought sorrow 
almost too great to be borne. _ 


About noon the congregation of the Baptist 


Church of this city gathered upon the banks of Rock 
River on the North side, b ut a few rods from the shore 
abutment of the iron bridge, to witness the ceremony 
of baptism to be performed by the Rev. Mr. Pratt 
upon some converts. 


The bridge from its commanding position offered 


the most desirable opportunity for witnessing the 
scene, and was rapidly filled with people, principally 
women and children; light hearted and joyous, all 
neighbors and friends clasping hands and exchanging 
friendly greetings and calmly gazing upon the prepa- 
ration for the religious ceremony about to be enacted. 


The morning services at the churches being ended 


many of the congregations on their homeward way 
stopped on the bridge, rapidly adding to the throng 
increasing the measure of the harvest of death which 
was soon to be gathered. 


Many in carriages stopped amid the crowd, adding 


victims to the impending sacrifice. 
All, in their 


eagerness to secure a favorable view of the ceremony, 
crowded upon the west side of the bridge upon the 
footway. Adventurous youths perched upon the iron 
truss work above the heads of the crowd. 


Soon at least two hundred and fifty persons were 


assembled upon the last span of the structure on the 
North side, when without warning, with no premo- 
nition of danger,'the crash came, the bridge gave way 
plunging into the boiling waters beneath, this mass of 
human beings, uttering one wild, fearful shriek borne 
upon the air, carried to the distant parts of the city 
in tiie fearful sound as it reached the ear, spoke the 
dreadful calamity. 


People rushed to the river from every quarter 


of the city, and from the South side were met with 
the startling fact that the destruction of the bridge 
prevented them from rendering assistance. 


• 
* 
• 


From the Dixon Sun: 


The sun rose fair and bright on Sabbath last, only 


one lingering cloud casting its shadow upon the 
threshold of the day. The sweet carol of the birds- 
matin songs rose as fine incense to the ear of Him 
"who doeth all things well." A soft sweet air rested 
upon the face of nature, and everywhere, upon earth, 
in the air, in the vernal verdure that seemed to clothe 
the ground with the magic of the myth, spring was 
well betokened. Could we have stood upon the margin 
of the day and beheld the Angel" of Death pouring 
out his vials of wrath upon our beautiful city, what 
a shudder would have passed through the mind and 
body!' The bells rang out the time for morning service, 
and, filled with thanksgiving and joy, our churches 
were crowded with worshippers . . . No description 
of ours could give our readers an idea of the scene 
and we forbear. 
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Terrible Calamity! 


Our Briip Cried lift its 


Loaltf Hunan BetaR 


IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 


UPWAEDS OP 200 PEO- 


PLE WEBB ON THE 


BRIDGE at TIME 


of DISASTER. 


Over Fift Perakcl—Many 


Severely f ooniei. 


The Dead and Maimed. 


atternonn, abouuc fifteen 


imrr.itta af'er one '/clock, as the Rev. 
Mr. Pratt was pa^siug a convert for 
bjptUiu into the water of Rock River, 
just beli-w the bridge on the North 
•>ide, there being a l.'irga crowd of men 
fcvuaien uud c'mlilreu witne-sing the 
cercwouj froiu. the bridge, the iron 
wor» gAve way •">'! without a moments 
\varninjr 
Glty or sisty soul* were 


Liuncho-i :nt-> eternity 
Words can 


not dc.'cribo the horrible panic thnt 
then «eized\h'; vj-,t crowd upon tho 
•b.iok< "I" the river and of course spread 


vihroi»!fh <-ur city, for mothers camo to 
the river 'bnuk anxiously enquiring for 
children, fathers for wives and children 
and all wan horror and excitement. 


The bridge was torn and broken 


and hung from the piers an appall* 
ing hi:;ht in itself 
The hems at 


«ach vnd were crushed into the 
rivor. That at the north end, held 
firmly to the bottom of the river, 
in its net-work of iron the children, 
relatives and friends of our people; 
many of them women and children. 
We give below a lint of the 


KILLED 


Mrs. Potcr Carney. 
Miw MdmsioWillielm, of Nnchusa. 
Miss Katy Sterling. 
MM. Doctor Ilofmann 
Mmu MftL'gic'O'n 


" Ncttib Hill. 


" IdaVann. 
" Ida Drew. 
" Agnes Nixon. 
" Bessie Rnyne. 
" Irene Baker. 


Little daughter of J. P. Dana. 
George W. Kent. 
Mrs. J. W. I,atty. 


« Col. II. T. Noble. 


Two daughters of Mrs. Stackpole, 
Clara and Rosa. 
Mrs. Benjamin Gilman. 


" Carpenter. 


Miss Emila Deming. 
Jay R. Mason eon of J. M. Mason, 


boy of 16 years. 


Mrs. Wm. Cook. 
Mr. Robert Dyke. 
Mrs. Mcrrriman. 
" Petersberger and little daugh- 


ter. 


Thomas Haley. 
Mrs. *C. W. Kintner. 
" Thomas Wade. 
"' James Goble. 
>u Mary Sullivan. 
Miss Catherine Faley. 
Mrs. Eliae Hope. 
" E. "Wallace. 
" Henry Sillman. 
Frank Hamilton. 


BUNDED. 


•Seth. H. Whitraore, dangerous- 
ly: Char. Murry, leg cut and 
other severe .injury: Mrs. Murry 
was also slightly hurt: Mrs. Dan- 
iel Cheney, it is feared 
fatally; 


J,imef> Camp, Jr., severely; J. B. 
Countryman. Mrs. B. Deshon, Wil 
Ham Crook, Wnu Hart, Mrs. Tfy- 
lor, Mrs. W. "Wilcox, Miss Thafth- 
er, Mrs. Wm. Stevens, Miss Addle 
Clut«, severely; Mrs. E. B. Baker, 
Mrs. Doctor Smith, M-iss Page; 
Mrs. Marsh, Miss Marian Thacher, 
"Hits, John More, MrsVvann, Miss 
Lizxfe Mackcy, 13. I'. Burr's dmigh* 
tcr, Eliza Cudrtington,Mn3. Edgi 
ton, Dr. Hoffman, MissIIazcnplug. 
Mr«. P. M. Alexander, 


Mrs. P. M. Alexander, reported 


wounded, died this morning at 
three o'clock; Mrs. Dauiel Cheney 
is now bettor; Mr. Charles Marry 
has a fractured bone <>f the log and 
colar, and severe flesh wouncK but 
is doing well, this morning, Mrs. 
Murry is'olso comfortable and bet- 
tor. 
Miss Elk Campbell, of Pomont town, 
seventy hurt, is doing well; Jennio 


Gamy is better; Addison Gernsey is 
oot badlj hurt; Mr. Cook it not dan- 
gerously hurt; Mrs. Wm. Vann is 
not expected to live; Mrs. March a 
better this morning. 


There were several buggies on 


the bridge, and strange to say, no 
one in these were injured and the 
horses also escaped. Dr. C. J. Rey- 
nolds and J. B. Pomeroy; Mr. and 
Mrs. Fowler; Johnny Eustace; 
George Morris, and Wm. Shillcock 
were_ in buggies on the bridge^ 
The latter's horse and wagon is 
still-on one of the bents of the 
bridge where its owner must carry 
it feed. 


There is a report that several 


bodies of children were found at 
Sterling and Rock Falls, though 
th'is is hardly possible. 


Jacob Armstrong, Jr., went down in 


the crash aad was compelled to crawl 
upon the bottom of the river, out from 
under the side walk of the bridge, but 
but being an athletic young man, saved 
himself and then help secure seveaal. 


Charles McBride deserves great 


praise for saving many lives.. 
Col 


II. T. Noble made a narrow escape. He 
held Mra Dr. Smith's little child and 
went down with it and curoc uy and 
saved the little girl and barely saved 
hinibelf. Mrs. Noble was several feet 
from her husband but he could not. 
reach ncr in the fall for there was a 
mass of hutu.m beings between hiui and 
her. 


Touy 
Brauligan, a 
little boy of 


eight jear*, clung to a plunk and was 
picked up safe half a mile below 


Ed. Patrick leaped into tho water 


and saved several lives. Will. Daily 
took hold with a noble energy and 


H.IVC man} lives. utril also pushiM mi 
a plank tu dm shore three women thin 
pulling «ff Iti* cuut :tud b»ou< *\v:iui 
buck aiid.rciuuod Dr. H oilman wlio 


WUB on the bur about lull* w.iy to the 
ralruiid bridge. 


Win. D.mntlcr waved sovci.il lives 


Fred L. Shaw n.ivcd five or six, Ed, 
Patrick snvod scveruL Henry Wood 
yett ttwuui boldly into tho deep water 
and rescued many. 
Will Schulcr, Joe 


Fludea nud Kustaoo Shaw narrowly 
escaped by swimming to the shore after 
extricating thouiHolvos from tho iron 
work on leaping froui tbo bridgo into 
the river. 


Thoro woro several bodies taken out 


of the river as far down aa below tho 


railroad bridge. Tba body of Fred. 
Hape, * German baker, was found float- 
ing on tbo water nearly a nil* down 
the river. 


This morning we learn that all 


those reported missing are probably 
in the net-works of the bridge at the 
Bottom of the river. After a night's 
work ander the superintendence of 
John C. Jacobs, of the Illinois Cen- 
tral (who kindly rendered much 
assistance) .there was a derrick 
erected last night and it is hoped 
this morning that the iron work 
may be lilted so that the bodies 
will be released and recovered. 


It is feared we have not yet 


learned the extent of the calamity, 
for there may have been many on 
the bridge from the country whose 
names we have not been able to 
get. 


Authur Blacksome, face severely 


cut; Mrs. E. Edgerton is severely 
hurt but it is hoped she will soon 
be well. 


Mrs. Wilcoz is alive and it is hoped 


she wll recover 
C. Earth, P CKNeal, 


Will. Sussajilch, Joseph Hayden, Thos 
Me Martin, Mrs. P Brautigan, Win. 
Stevens, F. F. Dixon, Margaret Nagle 
Jas. McMahao, A. Blox.im injured. 
Jennie and George Laint: had a nar- 
row ercape George's foot wos cought 
in the iron 


We give the above in haste for 


the mail with, all the errors of type 


Missing—Mrs. Hendrix's two 


children; Elizabeth Mackey. 


Joseph* W. Sha, severe wound in 


the leg. 
Mrs. Lilly, ancle broken; 


Wui. Lovclaud, severely hurt. 


FUNERAL NOTICES. 


The funeral of Mrs. Col. II. T. 


1 Noble will take place place at tho 
Nnchusa House, at 3 o'clock P. M., 
Tuesday, May Cth. 


Mrs Dr. Holfuino ttiis afternoon, at 


the residence of hor Father, at 4 
o'clock. 


Misi .Katio Sterling, to-morrow at 


11 o'clock, at her father's rcaidcucc. 


From Chicago Times: 


Dixon, 111., May 5—The tolling of the funeral 


bell and the passing of processions, crepe on the doors 
and almost total suspension of business, the pitiful 
faces that crowd the streets and swarm the river 
banks, are all in harmony with the great tragedy that 
is not half realized. The destruction was so sudden,- 
swift and sure that men do not realize that the wive(| 
who were with them on yesterday will be with them 
no more; mothers dazed and stupefied by the sudden' 
loss of their children, do not seem to understand that 
they are gone away forever; and friends go about with 
faces filled with a mute'appeal far more pitiful than 
any paroxysm of uncontrolled grief. . . . The fall of 
the bridge came without warning, and the crash re- 
sounded so loudly that its death-knell was heard 
throughout the entire town, and it is even claimed that, 
it was heard for a distance of several miles. . . . The 
horse and buggy of Wm. Shillcock are still standing 
upon the seco'nd span, entirely uninjured, and a curious 
relic of the vagaries of accidents. 


From the Inter Ocean: 


Dixon, Illinois, May 5—This is a dark day. for 


Dixon." Over the whole city there is a pall of sadness 
that the most disinterested cannot help feel. The 
calamity strikes at nearly every household and thf 
rich and the poor meet together in mourning. So 
closely bound are the citizens by the ties of blood and 
intermarriage there is scarcely a family in the whole 
place but takes the sorrow to its home. The stores 
are closed and'the houses darkened. Everybody is on 
the street, and all the country around has emptied 
itself into the town till the roads and walks are 
crowded, and both banks of the river by the wreck 
are black with human forms. 


The meager information published this morning 


gives but a faint idea of the disaster, and as detail* 
develop—as survivors tell the story of their escape, 
as fathers report the names of missing children, and 
friends of friends who are missing—the catastrophe 
grows in magnitude, and it will be days before the 
horror can be fully 'comprehended. 


• 
» 
» 


From Chicago Tribune: 


Dixon, 111., May 11—This evening closes a Sunday? 


the saddest in the history of this region, the first 
Sabbath following the stroke of the great calamity, 
succeeding a week of such grief and anguish m the 
stricken homes of this community as has rarely been 
exceeded in the annals of human1 sorrow. A peculiar 
interest has attached to this day, as the first occasion 
of public concourse aside from the frequent funerals 
that have filled the town with symbols of mourning* ;_ 


At an early hour in the day, people began to 


come in from neighboring localities, and from th£ 
homes of the town, until a large concourse of spec- 
tators had resumed the operation of watching the 
dismal proceedings at the scene of the casualty. 
^ 


Both shores of the river have been thronged 


watching the' work of clearing away the fatal span. 
No additional bodies have been, found though five 
more are known to be missing, all of whom were last 
seen on or near the bridge or in the water. 
'- 


At this hour about all the debris of this fatal 


span has been drawn out of the water and wreckers 
are dragging the river at that place and down th<^ 
river -a distance of three miles. Throughout this 
whole extent the dreadful work is going on. If it is 
possible for human skill and labor to find these bodies, 
they will be found. 
At 11 o'clock the seven churches of the city were 


filled with weeping audiences. 


AN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION of the great tragedy whi ch befell Dixon on the spring noon of May 4,1873. This 
rare print has been reproduced from a scrapbook collection of clippings and pictures kept in the museum at the 


Loveland Community Building. 


THE FALLEN BRIDGE, as conceived by a Chicago artist. This rare old wood block picture appeared in maga--^ 
zines in the 1870's along with detailed accounts of the collapse of the bridge and the tragedy and panic which ; 


followed. The wood cut was made from a photograph taken shortly after the disaster. 
;' 


Cause of Disaster 


(From Dixon Telegraph)—Be- 


fore the bridge was accepted by 
our city authorities it was tested, 
as our people will remember, in a 
very foolish (as we said at the 
time) but, as was supposed, thor- 
ough macner. The heavy wagons 
used in hauling for our flour mills 
were loaded to the extent of one 
or two tons each and driven upon 
the bridge in a compact mass, as 
closely as they could stand, and 
then crowds of people were re- 
quested to also gather upon the 
sidewalks and roadway in order to 
test it* strength. It stood all this, 
which was an hundred fold greater 
weight than that which crushed 
it down lut Sunday, it if claim' 
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ed that the cause of the fall on 
that' sad day is found m the fact 
that nearly all the pressure upon 
the bridge was on the side, which 
actually upset the structure. The 
fact that the 
portion of 
the 


bridge which first gave way did 
fall to the side on which stood 
the unfortunate people, would lead 
us to suppose that Ujcrc was some 
plausibility to this Uicory; as it 
will be noticed tha< the balance 
of the trestle work now hangs up- 
on the piers in a more upright po- 
sition. 
It would appear to the 


practical mind that a bridge, the 
length of that, should not be all 
torn down by_ the giving way of 
one span, 


Fatal Words 


(From Dixon Sun)—Miss Irene 


Baker, who was lost, was stand- 
ing with Miss Marsha Page, and 
in a joking way, before there wss 
any thought of danger, Miss Page 
said to her companion, "When the 
bridge goes down, you will fall on 
the dry rock and be saved." Miss 
Baker said, "I would rather fall 
in the water and be drowned than 
to have my bones broken." Ere 
the sentence was fairly concluded, 
the bridge foil. 
Miss Baker was 


drowned, and Miss Page was bad- 
ly injured on the rocks beneath. 


TO BUILD NEW BRIDGE 
The city council in July, 1873, 


voted to replace the Truesdell 
bridge with a wooden one. 


Vivid Description 


(From Dixon Telegraph)—Mr. 


Sallcc, a young law student of 
this city, gave us a vivid descrip- 
tion of the appearance of the 
bridge when it fell as he was in a 
position to observe it from the 
south end. He was on his way to 
Join the assemblage at the north 
side, and had progressed but a few 
steps upon the bridge when he 
heard a crash and he had Just 
time to spring from the structure 
when the south end was drawn 
from the abutment and fell into 
the river. All that witnessed the 
terrible crash describe it. as falling 
in a wave-like motion, commenc- 
ing at the end which- first gave 
way. 
We are informed by a gen- 


Ucman who has examined the iron 


work of the span which first gave 
way, that one of the main iron 
rods underneath was heretofore 
broken. We are also informed that 
the bridge has given loud reports 
resembling the crack of a pistol, 
which is supposed to have been 
caused by the expansion and con- 
traction of the iron as the atmos- 
phere warmed or chilled it. We 
have heard it stated that the past 
cold winter has been a very severe 
one upon Iron bridges. 


BRIDGE COSTS $773.28 


(Dixon Telegraph, J u n e 19, 


1873)—That was rather a cheap 
temporary bridge built over our 
river the other day. 
The entire 


cost was $773.28. 


Tearful Scene' 


(From" Chicago Times)—The 


scene under the water was de- 
scribed as terrible, the whole mass 
of 150 or 200 persons being engag- 
ed in a grand, awful struggle for 
life." It passes Imagination to pic- 
ture the horrors of this subaqueous 
fight, the grimncss of which was 
not lessened by the frantic strug- 
gles of the horses attached to bug- 
gies which were thrown off the 
bridge, to make their way to the 
shore. Young Armstrong, raised 
on St. Jo river, and at home in 
the water, shuddered as he apoke 
of its ghastly horrors. 
"May I 


never see such a sight again," was 
his closing remark . . . Several 
parties reported that they felt vi- 
brations of the bridge as it gave 
way, and left in consequence, 


Worthless Structure9 


(From Dixon Telegraph)—We 


all learned too late that the Trues- 
dell Bridge is a worthless struc- 
ture. The first erected at Elgin, 
in this state, fell in December, 
1868. 
Mr. Truesdell repaired or 


rebuilt, it was said, with regard 
to extra strength. On the Fourth 
of July, 1869, there was to be a 
grand celebration. Thousands of 
spectators were assembled on the 
bank of the Fox river and two or 
three hundred on the bridge wit- 
nessing a tub race. About 9:30 
a. m., the cast span, sixty-eight 
feet in length, gave way and pre- 
cipitated about one hundred men, 
women and children into the river. 
The city was thronged with coun- 
try people. Ever/ one WM wildly 


inquiring foi; some missing pnt, 
but after the excitement had^ub- 
sided many were found thattwen 
slightly bruised, but only two or 
three seriously. There were two 
cr three deaths which were caused 
by the accident. . . . The water 
was only about four feet deefif 
otherwise the loss might hava beta 
fearful. 


MONEY FOR TEMPORARY . 


BRIDGE 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 28,1873) 


—Noble work was performed $9 
our citizens when nearly a'thou- 
sand dollars was raised on Mor\- 
day for a 
temporary 
wago% 


bridge. 
' 
'. ^1 
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BEST WISHES 


TO THE 


EVENING TELEGRAPH 


ONUS 


IOOTH 


BIRTHDAY! 


• We of Spiegels are honored and proud to have been 


a part of the success and growth being celebrated 
during this great Centennial. 


We are fully aware of the important part the Evening 
Telegraph has played in the success and growth of 
Spiegels. 


• For us, too, it has been a pleasure to serve the people 


of Dixon ... to bring to them a vast selection of de- 
pendable merchandise for home and family ... to 
save them money on the things they need... to guar- 
antee satisfaction every time they buy from us. 


• We are looking forward to-sharing the future of 


Dixon. With sincere faith in its people and its leaders 
we are confident that the .years ahead will bring 
many opportunities for continued success and prog- 
ress for the community and the Evening Telegraph. 


• Again, we say, Congratulations—Happy Birthday, 


Evening Telegraph! 
' 


" MRS. A. McCRYSTAL, Mgr. 


Spiegel Catalog Office 
105 West First Street 
Phone 2-1811 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 
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1874... Gas Company Provides Lighting 


Howe Bridge Replaces Fatal Structure 


After the disastrous collapse of the iron bridge across Rock river at Dixon in 


early May, 1873, the citizens began at once to plan another bridge, a necessary link 
'between the south and north sections of the city. 


By July of the same year, the city council decided to build a wpoden structure of 


the liowe truss pattern, and later in the same month the city closed a contract with 
American Bridge company of Chicago for the erection of the bridge. 
Late in November the new bridge was completed and open to the public. It had 


cost $18.000 and was erected on the piers and abutments on which the iron bridge had 
stood. The bridge was described as "wood with iron tie-bars, 17 feet high and 18 feet 
apart with five-foot side walks on each side." This picture shows the bridge early 
in 1874. 


Runaway Horses Threaten Life, 
Limb, in Traffic Hazards of 70s 


Pedestrians in 1874 were no 


safer—not 
as 
safe, maybe—as 


those crossing the streets in the 
later automotive age. 
In the 


1870s the greatest threat to life 
and limb were the numerous run- 
away horses. 


On July 9, 1874, the editor of 


The Dixon Telegraph noted these 
dangers when he wrote: 


"It is a very common occurrence 


to see a team of horses tearing 
through the streets with a wagon, 
or portions of a vehicle of some 
sort dangling to their heels, and 
it is a wonder that more people 


are not killed by these operational 
resulting generally from careless- 
ness. 


"For the past week there have 


been run-aways too numerous to 
mention. 
Although dangerous, 


these affairs are getting monoton- 
ous. A young man from Palmyra 
brought in a broken carriage and 
led home a span of grey horses 
on Sunday. 
His horses became 


frightened in passing a swing near 
the street and as the harness gave 
way, were unmanageable." 


Another account, in the same 


ssue, reports: 


"Josiah Smithers, living in South 


Dixon, was driving home Saturday 
evening when his horses became 
frightened by a passing train near 
the Darker Farm, and ran away. 
The young ladies jumped from the 
wagon and saved themselves from 
injury. There was, Monday-morn- 
ing, many false rumors afloat 
about broken legs supposed to be 
caused by this run-away." 


WARNING TO CANINES 
(The Dixon Telegraph, July 2, 


1874)—The mayor of our city has1 
Issued 'his proclamation against 
dogs, warning them either to wear 
a muzzle, not go mad, hide or 
lose their hides. Let dogs govern 
themselves accordingly. 


'Pitch' Man 
Visits Dixon 


Confidence men were pursuing 


their various "rackets" through- 
out the nation in 1874—and some 
Dixon citizens, too, fell victims. 


The Dixon Telegraph reported 


the doings of such as "rascal" in 
the April 23 issue: 


"The exceedingly liberal Indivi- 


dual who has been freely selling, 
at a ruinous discount, fifty dollar 
greenbacks to the people of dif- 
ferent towns In this section of our 
state, arrived in Dixon one day 
last week and opened his work 
ot charity by playing charming 
music upon a banjo to a crowded 
street. 
After which he cut the 


eye-teeth of the unsophisticated 
with a rare article of tooth paste 
which he sold at only one.dollar 
per box, with the privilege to the 
purchaser, if lucky, of drawing a 
greenback of the convenient de- 
nomination of fifty dollars, the 
same which all saw, or thought 
they saw, placed into an envelope 
and dropped into the box where 
other prizes, not so large, were 
supposed to bex. 


Well-Dressed Villain 


"He is, this villain, a large, well- 


dressed, red-faced rascal, not at 
all calculated to deceive a tol- 
erable judge of human nature. 


"When he had roped in about 


all the suckers that would bite, 
he changed his bait, taking up a 
few packages of envelopes from 
his box he said, 'Now I will sell 
all these for forty-five dollars; I 
will give the purchaser back sixty- 
five dollars.' 


"A young man 
lately arrived 


from New England, invested forty- 
five dollars. When he opened his 
envelopes, he found that the man 
had stated the case fairly; for 
there were no prizes in the papers 
LESS than fifty dollars—in fact 
there were no prizes at all in 
them. 


"The wise-man from the east did 


not, however, lose his entire 'pile,' 
for when he procured a warrant 
and arrested the confidence opera- 
tor, a compromise was agreed upon. 


"Two or three hundred dollars 


were taken from our people by this 
brazen-faced villain." 


GYMNASIUM CLUB PARTY 
(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 22,1874) 


—The Dixon Gymnasium club will 
have a party at Turner Hall this 
evening to raise funda for the bene- 
fit of the society. 


The Good Ship 'Emma' 


Typical of the "steamships" that plied the waters of the Rock river around Dixon 


in the 1870s, was "Howell's boat, 'Emma'." 


This forerunner to the modern luxurious cabin cruisers, took sight-seers up and 


down the river on scenic excursions. 


Old Switch Engine at Dixon 


With Dixon industries developing more and more products for shipment and with 


the markets on raw materials opening up through the development of the railroads, 
the city sent out, shipped and received vast tons of freight in the 1870s. For the pur- 
pose of switching and breaking, this engine pictured with a crew of workers, was on 
Constant duty at the Chicago & Northwestern station here. • 


NO BAD HABITS 


(The Dixon Telegraph, June 18, 


1874)—Father Dixon has quit 
smoking1 and has no bad habits 
now except that he will chop wood 
on damp and rainy days when he 
takes a notion." 


EVHS OF ALCOHOL 


Nine Dixon physicians signed an 


agreement in 1874 that alcohol 
damages the human body. 


MERCHANT ROBBED 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 30, 


1874—Mr. Derr, an aged grocery- 
man of Woosung, had twenty-one 
dollars stolen from his money 
drawer the other day and Is un- 
able to catch the thief. 


90 BURIALS 


The Telegraph in 1874 reported 


90 burials the previous year in 
Oakwood cemetery. 


CITY ELECTIONS 


City election results on March 


2. 1874, were: Mayor, 
Joseph 


Crawford; Aldermen—first ward, 
P. A. Truman; second ward, Lo- 
renzo Wood; third ward, J. Q. 
Adams; and fourth ward, Joseph 
Rhodes; police magistrate, E. VV. 
Hine. 


Mr. Crawford had served as 


temporary mayor in 1859 and 
served in, 1873. the year previous. 


1934 
1951 


BOSWORTH 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


GROWING 


WITH DIXON 


for SEVENTEEN YEARS 


Manufacturing wrought iron tables, lamps, flower 
stands and kindred items which are sold to the lead- 
ing department stores, furniture stores and florists 
from coast to coast, carrying the name of Dixon to 
every state in the union. The Bosworth Manufac- 
turing Company will continue to make, quality mer- 
chandise at moderate prices, as has been our 
custom since we started business 17 years ago. 


. 
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Illuminated 
Era Begins 


City lighting became a general 


reality when the Western Excel- 
sior Gas company began opera- 
tion on, December 22, 1874.,; 


A whole new era began for th& 


city and was to continue for'many^ 
years—even after electricity wai 
first introduced here in 1885. 


The Western Excelsior Gas com- 


pany's franchise was repealed in 
May of 1877 and in June of the 
same year, one was granted to 
J. D. Patton, under which 'Henry 
C. Higgins and Thomas Higgins 
established the gas plant -which 
was still in operation as late aa 
1904. 
;. 
'«| 


The company was known as the 


Dixon Gas Company and. was 
succeeded by the Dixon Gas and 
Electric Light, Company. 
Dixon Light & Power Company 
On November 13, 1889, the city 


granted a franchise to F. A; Wat- 
son, and the Dixon Light *, Pow- 
er company was formed. '; 


During the gaslight era in Dix- 


on, streets, stores and homes werv 
all illuminated by gas. For' many 
years, however, 
some citizens 


continued to use oil-burning-lamps, 
but gradually these gav«s way to 
the more "modern" utility. 
, Earlier than 1874. gaslight was 
a luxury and there are records 
showing that ir some cases, this 
form of illumination was 
em- 


ployed even before a'company was 
formed here. In 1857, the propri- 
etors of the Union Block declared 
that they intended to illuminallf 
the building with gas "whenever 
occasion requires." 


Anticipating the great day (and 


night) of illumination. The Dixon 
Telegraph said on October 29: 


"As we are to be favored with 


a supply of gas for illuminating 
our streets and houses, as-well aa 
places of business, all will be in- 
terested in any information re- 
specting it. 
•* 


Work Nearly Done 
•* 


"As the mains are nearly laid 


every one of our citizens who has 
any pride in the prosperity of our 
city, and those who have \ not, 
should at once see to it that .their 
places of business or dwellings, if 
the mains are to pass them, are 
piped and ready to use the gas, aa ' 
in a few days the works wUl be 
completed, and it is especially de- 
sired to have a grand illumlnatior^fc 


"The Western Excelsior' Gar 


Company of Chicago are using 
every endeavor, sparing no pains 
or expense to complete the works 
this fall; and their example should 
be followed by our citizens that 
the works may prove a success. 


Much-Needed Improvement 
"There is nothing we have ao 


much needed as this improvement 
to give us the comforta of city 
life. And there, is nothing we tty 
much need as to have light -in our 
streets and on our bridge during 
dark nights, and yet nothing haa 
been done by our city council to 
furnish the lamps and posta for 
the city." 


"The gas we are to have la 


manufactured from gasoline, but 
the gasoline is vaporized by heat 
so as to make of it practically a 
fixed gas of equal or even better 
quality than that made of coal(4 
It is the best light now in use." 


"Personals',' Make 
Bow in Newspaper 


"Personals." the journalistic col- 


umns which report the goings .and 
comings of the populace, first be- 
gan appearing in The Dixon Tele- 
graph in 1874. 
' 


Typical of the items published 


on the theory that "names make 
news," were these on August'20: 


P. M. Alexander and family:'A. 


K. Truesdcll and lady, and Mn. 
Hutchinson's children have return- 
ed from Minnetonka. 


Rev. John Williamson is home 


again. 


F. K. Orvis and family are tak- 


ing a pleasure trip to Minnesota. 


Mrs. Parsons, of Burlington, I*-ite 


is • visiting at her father's house™ 
Col. J. D. Dement. 
\ 


Mrs. Myers, daughter of D. B 


McKenney, is here on a visit from 
Chicago. 


During the holiday season in 


the same year (December 31), the 
"intimate" news of the day -con- 
sisted of these items:' 


Alex Stiles and Mark Everett 


spent Christmas at home from 
Chicago. 
- • 
<j^> 


Mrs. Grcetham, of Kenosha, 


VVis., daughter of Judge Eustace, 
is 'now visiting the home of her 
childhood. 
' -" 


Ed Morse is home ori~a visit and 


will return to school next Satur- 
day. 


Eugene D. Dimick spent Christ- 


mas at his father's house, and re- 
turned to Chicago on Monday^' 


Maj. Watson is home spending 


the holidays. 
^ -'' IP 


HOLIDAY IS PROPOSED 
(Dixon Telegraph, March .' 2«, 


1874)—There is an effort being 
made to make the anniversary. ol 
the birth of Abraham Lincoln a 
national holiday, but we presume 
.the idea will not prevail. We have 
noticed that the enthusiasm.over 
the 22nd day of February In not a 
success and has been on the waniu 
for yeara, 
•» 
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1875 ..C 
bv Spelling B 


Galena Avenue Looking North in 1875 
, . 
Lively' Contests Add 
To Pleasures in 1875 


. 
; 


Flour Mill Rebuilt After Fire 


After the disastrous fire which caused heavy dam- 


age to the Becker & Underwood flour mills on December 
f 1875, the building was quickly repaired to enable this 
important industry to continue. 
. 


Frances E. Willard Forms 


* WCTU in Summer of '75 


The Woman's Christian Temper- 


ance Union o£ Dixon was first 
organized in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church July 6, 1875, by 
Frances E. Willard, who at that 
time was corresponding secretary 
of the Illinois W.C.T.U. 


From the secretary's minutes— 


"This meeting was marked by no 
noisy enthusiasm but by a quiet, 
deep earnestness of feeling and 
faces expressive of high resolves 
and strong purpose." Twenty-five 
women were present at this meet- 
ing from the Baptist, Presbyterian, 
and Methodist churches. 


First Officers 


The first officers of the W.C.T.U. 


were: president, Mrs. S. H. Manny; 
one vice president from 
each 


church; recording secretary, Miss 
Lila Fargo; corresponding secre- 
tary, Miss E. W. Alexander; and 
treasurer, Miss Nellie Holt. 


The meetings were held once a 


week on Friday. 


They were working for Local 


Option in coming elections. Mass 
meetings were held 
in various 


churches. 


Miss Willard returned to Dixon 


for a visit in August, 1882. She 
was then national 
the W.C.T.U. 


The organization 


president of 


__o 
works 
for 


.•tandards°of morality, justice, and 
truths among all races and groups 
la thi« country and throughout 
the world. 


• Union's Goals 


_ Goali are the same as those 
ef the national W.C.T.U.: (1) To 
obtain some form of legislation 
prohibiting trade 
in 
beverage 


alcohol; (2) To give women the 
right to the ballot, the right which 
wax given in 1920 through the 
19th amendment to the national 
Constitution. 


A massive 
granite drinking 


fountain WM donated to the city 
fey the local W.C.T.U. In 1912 while 
Mrs. Clara Rowe was president. 
In 1940 it was moved from Galena 
avenue to its present location in 
front of the City Hall. 


Tte tint nwnwrUl Mtvlc* WM 


held for Miss Willard ten days 
after her death Sunday, February 
27, 1898, at the Lutheran church. 
lev. A. K. Cessna, pastor of the 
Methodist church was the speaker. 


Education Fund Campaign 


In 1934 the National Education 


Fund Campaign was launched to 
raise one million dollars. This 
money was to be spent in five 
years for research work. 


The Lee County W.C.T.U. con- 


vention in the Methodist church, 
September 27, 1938, honored the 
99th anniversary of Miss Willard. 


The year 1938 was known as the 


centenary year and Dixon Union 
with those of Illinois and other 
states made a pilgrimage to "For- 
rest Home." The girlhood home of 
Miss Willard was located a few 
miles from Janesvillc, Wisconsin. 


During World War II, the Union 


contributed to the Red Cross for 


six-stretcher ambulance which 


cost 
$2,000. This 
department 


makes cookies and sews carpet 
rags to send to the Veterans hos- 
pitals, and magazines,' postage 
stamps, spools, beads, etc. 


Under the Child Welfare Depart- 


ment the organization seeks to 
interest young mothers and enroll- 
ing their children under 6 years of 
ago through the White Ribbon 
Recruits Service. 


Three unions comprise the Lee 


County 
W.C.T.U., 
the 
Dixon 


Frances Willard, The Franklin 
Grove, and Amboy Unions. 
A 


county convention and institute 
is held once a year. 


1950-51 Officers 


The officers are: president, Mrs. 


Norman W. Dietrich; vice presi- 
dent, Mrs. Fred Leeper; recordnlg 
secretary, Mrs. Frank Chapman; 
corresponding 
secretary, 
Mrs. 


Lloyd Hopkins; treasurer, Mrs, 
Albert 
Cllne; 
parliamentarian, 


Misa Flora Seals; historian, Miss 
Blanche Hoyle. 


The present membership in the 


Fire Damages 
Hour Mills 


On Dec. 4, 1875. a fire caused 


damages estimated-between^lS,- 
000 and $20,000 to the Becker & 
Underwood flour mills. 


Much of the city's manufactur- 


ing interests were concentrated on 
the mills which not only employed 
a'large force but also served to 
prepare Lee county grain for mar- 
ket in Chicago. 


The fire destroyed the upper 


story of the mill, the elevators 
and much of the machinery. Water 
damaged a great amount of stock. 
The fine dust created in the pro- 
cesses of the mill had settled, all 
over the interior causing great 
trouble in extinguishing the blaze. 


It was not known what caused 


the fire, but it is supposed that it 
may have started from sparks 
from a burned out chimney. 


The Dixon fire department is 


credited with valiant work in pre- 
venting the spread of the fire and 
finally mastering it. 
University Opens 
At Old Building 


On Nov. 1, 1875, school was 


opened in the building formerly 
used as the Dixon Collegiate Insti- 
tute and later as the Dixon Semi- 
nary. 


The name of the new institution 


was the Rock River University, 
with O. G. May-as president and 
M. M. Tooke as regent.. On Oct. 
4, 1877, Daniel M. Graham was 
made president and on Dec. 2, 
1878, A. M. Hansen took charge. 
On Sept. 3. 1879, the university 
opened under new management 
with J. R. Hincklcy as president. 


1 
Shares Building 


The Rock 
River 
University 


shared the building with the Dixon 
Conservatory of Music, which was 
opened by Prof. S. W. Moses and 
E. A. Gurney on Jan. 20, 1874. 


The Telegraph reported on Nov. 


4, 1875, the opening exercises of 
Rock River University, as follows: 


DUNKARDS MEET HERE 
(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 


1875)—The Dunkards of this vi 
cinity will have a meeting nex 
Sabbath at half-past two o'cloc 
in the afternoon, in the residenc 
ot Henry Schechter.. in this cltj 
These services will be monthly. 


Before the age of crossword 
uzzles, a scourge of spelling bees 
wept through Dixon (and the rest 
f the nation) in the 1870s and 
nany citizens, both young and 
Id, were victims of such "stingers" 
as "H-O-M-E-O-P-A-T-H-Y" and 
T-Y-R-A-N-N-I-Z-E." 


Generally these events were well 
ttended and they were regarded 
ot only as educational, but enter- 
aining as well and were described 
as "very pleasant affairs." 


A newspaper account of a 


ypical contest appeared in The 
Dixon Telegraph on April 15,1875: 


"The spelling school at Union 


Hall last Monday evening was a 
ery pleasant occasion. 


"The contest opened by A. C. 


Warner and J. B. Charters choos- 
ng sides. We were much pleased 
vith the good-natured boldness In 
which our citizens took their seats 
as they were chosen. 
They re- 


minded us of the fellow from the 
mountains who happened into a 
church—when the minister was 
>reaching of the wolves and the to take seats, 
ambs—and said rather than to niake 
them 


have the play stopped he "would 


the wolves". 


"Contest For Fun" 


"The first contest was for fun. 


The first hard word, 
'acoustics' 


struck Fred Camp, and-he went 
down, and the next 'aggrandize- 
ment' had too many g's in It for 
5. C. Eells. and H. P. Wickes also 
Tailed on this word. 


"N. Underwood, Jr., on-'alpaca', 


getting 
too many 
c's. 
J. B. 


Pomeroy and Sheriff Berkley did 
not answer to 'amenable.' 


"'Bellelettres' was too hard a 


word for those who were versed in 
such, and E. C. Sickles, J. C. Mead, 
and others were short an s. 


"When 'caoutchouc' (koo'chook) 


was given to Ed Morse, he quietly 
took his seat without attempting 
a spell at it. and Ed Sterling said 
he passed. 'Chlorid' settled Frank 
Stevens and- others: and 'corral' 
corraled N. Underwood, Sr., and 
others. 


Too Much of a Do*e 


" 'Homeopathy' was too much of 


a dose for Sam Edsall, though the 
boy was a good speller. 'Dishabille' 
drcssed-down J.'B. Charters, Rev. 
Waltz, and others, for the want 
of an 1. Miller went out well but 
down on 'eyrg'. W. E. Smith was 


the last man to go down on Mr. 
Charters' side, but was closed out 
on 'raillery', leaving two standing, 
A. C. Warner and Frank Howell. . 


"Then it was that a large class 


took a chance for the dictionary. 
It was a lively .contest and the 
spelling was as good as will be 
often witnessed. 
The first laugh 


was caused by Mr. Waltz spelling 
'wagon* with two g's, but when it 
was decreed that this was good 
English, he again took his place 
in the class. 


"Next came Mr. Sickles with 


'mullein' without an i, but this was 
pronounced not so bad after all, 
and he remained. S. C. Eells was 
short an n in 'tyrannize', and Dr. 
Stephens spelled the wrong kind 
of 'calk', but 'Galilean' was the 
word that settled Warner, Mead, 
Wickes, Underwood and others. 


Several Ladles Kail 


" 'Diptheria' was 
more 
than 


Charley 
Gardner 
could 
stand. 


'Intermittent' 
and 
'erysipalas' 


made several of the ladies want 


'Ecstacics' did not 


...„ 
happy; nor was 


'cachlnnation'. so pleasing as the 
word indicates to Messrs. Sickles, 
Waltz, Charters and others. 


"'Kaleidoscope' had too many 


changes for Mr. LJoyd, thereby 
leaving only Ira Lewis standing 
on the men's side; but 'ipecacu- 
anha' closed out the latter, leaving 
Miss Burnham, teacher in the 
high school, and Mrs. E. C. Smith 


Si7i?er Wedding Anniversary 


(The Dixon Telegraph, July 1,1875)—Last week. June 22nd, 


was the 25th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Woolley, 
and with it came In the way of a surprise, a very substantial tes- 
timonial in the shape of & tea set of nine pieces of the latest pat- 
tern, brought to them on a mill wagon, in a basket, with no cere- 
mony whatever—only as a gift of their friends, and was designed, 
not only as an anniversary token, but also as a testimonial for 
the manner in which Mr. Woolley has discharged his duties as 
agent for.the Illinois Central Railroad Co., in this city. 


NO MUDDY STREETS 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 1, 


1S"5)—The bottom is dropping 
out of the roads at the rate of 
several inches a day. 
Dixon is 


much favored at this season of 
the year in having no muddy 
streets. 


SAY IT WITH FLOWERS 
Miss Grace Law, at her resi- 


dence in North Dixon, has some 
very choice and fine house plants 
at reasonable rates. She has a. 
great variety of verbenas. 


as the only persons to contend for 
the book. 


"Miss Burnham thought over the 


word 'preferring' for some time, 
as to whether it was one or two 
r's, but unfortunately dropped one 
and Mrs. Smith was the champion. 
She kindly gave the dictionary to 
be 
awarded ' again 
tomorrow 


night." 


GRASSHOPPER SUFFERERS 
(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 14, 


1875)—An oyster supper and lit- 
erary entertainment will be given 
at the Prairieville school house on 
Friday evening, Jan. 22. The pro- 
ceeds to be sent to the Nebraska 
grasshopper sufferers. Tickets for 
the evening 50 cents. 


"OFFICIAL PAPER" 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 18. 


1875)-—The City Council at it* last 
meeting designated The Telegraph 
as the city's official paper, and 
as this was done unsolicited w» 
enjoy the compliment. 


"A-SLEIGHING WE WILL GO" 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 21, 


1875)—The first snow of the sea- 
on to give us sleighing covered 
the earth Sunday afternoon and 
night. Since then the merry bellm 
and the jolly beaux and belle* 
have enjoyed their robes, cutter* 
and fleet horses. 


Dixon Union is 87. There are 15 
honorary member*. The meetings 
arc held once a month at the-Love 
land Community 


^•V t "~ 
"Last Friday 
evening 
there 


were more people assembled at 
the Rock River University than 
we expected to find when we felt 
our way through the dark and 
rain to the building so beautifully 
illuminated on the hill. 


Evening Pleasant 


'The evening was spent very 


pleasantly with most excellent 
music, vocal and instrumental, and 
appropriate speeches. 


"After prayer by the Rev. Mr. 


Paine, of Belolt, the Rev. Dr. 
Tooke, being called upon, made a 
general statement of the object 
and intentions of the institution 
Prof. A. G. May, president elect 
and Prof. Lake of the University 
being called upon, delivered ap- 
propriate speeches; as, also, did 
Mr. G. L. Schuler of this city. 


Mnnle Entertain* 


"Professors Moses and Smith 


with Miss Mattie Brookner am 
other young ladies, discoursed 
most excellent music, so that the 
evening1 passed off very pleasantly 


"A» Friday evening was 
«o 


stormy it is, we believe, the in 
tcntlon of the managers to have 
another reception in a week or 
,*«," 


zCharm Beauty* 


Salon 


MRS. BETTY MARTIN, Prop. 


Beauty Center for 


MMMMft lil.XOII. 
ff O1IIC11 ^4542 


1930 


to 


1951 


During the past 
few years .... 


more and more 
D i x o n women 
have found that 


for smart hair 
styling personal- 
ized to you* it's 


THE 


CHARM BEAUTY SALON 


109 N. Galena 
Phone 4-9941 


BEAUTIFUL BRIDES ... matrons ... 
and young women have passed through our 
doors for twenty-one years. 


We say "beautiful" for the woman who is smartly 
turned out is just that. 
Her natural charm—en- 


hanced by the dash and flair of fashionable apparel 
—makes her an attraction wherever she goes. 


It has been our pleasure since 1980, when we suc- 
ceeded Hattie Mulkins Millinery, to aid the women 
of this area to greater beauty. 


Our success might be termed Style—plus Quality— 
and an active interest to see that you look as you 
have always desired. Whatever the reason, we have 
enjoyed serving you. 


Beauty, with us, is not just a business—it's an opportunity to create or 
enhance loveliness. We shall continue to-provide you with fashions that 
flatter—to set you apart with distinctive accessories. 
Whether the occasion is formal or casual, your appear- 
ance shall always be our concern. 


* 


The Edna N. Mattress Shop 
• 


124 GALENA AVENUE 
TEL. 4-8341 
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WILLIAM H. WARK 


Deafer far 


Maytag Washing Machines 


The 1911 Model shown below—the first 
Maytag displayed by W. H. Ware. Today, 
40 yean later, we are still exclusive dealers 
of Maytag* and handle the complete range 
of style* M Illustrated. 


Exclusive Deafer for 


Kelvinalor Refrigerators 


Dfsfrlbvfer of 


OVB Hardware 


Finest Qualify and Durability 


'Authorized Deafer of 


BPS Paints 


fBest Paint Sold! 


Star Line Barn Equipment 


to Assure You cf the Best 


'Authorhed Deafer of 


Eclipse Lawn Mowers 


Member of the National 
Hardware Association 
Member of the Illinois 
Hardware Association 


Our Heartfelt 


Congratulations 


to the 


Telegraph on 


Its 100th 


Anniversary 
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STORY 


Since 1899 


The following article appeared in the April 13, 1949, edition 
of The Dixon Evening Telegraph. 
It presents better than I 


could the story of my business career, now in its 52nd year. 


I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the patron- 
age bestowed upon me in the past half-century, and for the 
many, many friends I have made. I wish I were capable of con- 
veying to you some measure of the pride and pleasure I feel in 
having served and being a part of such a fine community. 


Billy Ware Observes 50th 


Year in Business at Same 


Location as Hardware Man 


William H. Ware, better known.to 


his host of friends and customers as 
"Billy" Ware is observing his 50th 
anniversary in business at the same 
location, 211 First st. During this period 
he has observed numerous changes 
in the merchandising of agricultural 


1 implements and hardware in general 


In looking back over the 50 years 


of his business career, one of his most 
cherished possessions is the fact that 
he is now serving the third generation 
of many of the families of this commu- 
nity. In some of these cases he is 
serving all three generations of one 
family. 


On April 1, 1899, "Billy" came from 


Franklin Grove and entered the em- 
ploy of the late H. U. Bardwell, who 
conducted an implement and saddlery 
business at 211 First St., present loca- 
tion of the W. H. Ware hardware store. 
In 1904 Mr. Bardwell retired and Mr. 
Ware and A. C. Moeller, another em- 
ploye of the store, continued in the 
business, the latter having charge of 
the implement department while the 
present owner carried on the saddlery 
business. 


At various times they acquired the 


agencies of several makes of automo- 
biles. In 1911, Moeller withdrew to 
devote his time exclusively to selling 
automobiles, and a few years later. 
Ware added a line of hardware. 


In 1920 he purchased the building 


from Mr. Bardwell and later enlarged 
it by extending it through to Commer- 
cial alley, thus doubling the floor 
space. Later on he completely mod- 
ernized the interior of the store and 


WILLIAM H. WARE 


has continued to carry on this mod- 
ernization program until at the present 
time he has one 'of the most complete 
and modern hardware stores in north- 
ern Dlinofs. 
i 
/ 


In 1943 he discontinued the imple- 


ment business and three years later, 
the saddlery department to make room 
for a more complete line of hardware 
and electrical appliances. 


W. H. WARE HARDWARE 


211 First Street 
"HARDWARE FOR HARD WEAR" 
Phone 3-0171 


s. 


INEWSPAPERr 


Centennial Edition 
& 
<& 
•& 
1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
Centennial Edition 


THIS FOOTWEAR OF S U C C E S S F U L . MEN 


Dixon's An Important 


' 
. 
i 


1 
- 
\ 


Shoe and Leather Town, Too! 


. . . Currently making 558,830 pairs a year 


» 


to help maintain "Freeman's" position as Amer- 
ica's largest exclusive makers of men's fine shoes. 


. . . And in leather products, Dixon's current year- 
ly rate is 9,169,730 pairs of spies, innersoles, 


counters, heels, heel-bases, etc. 


Dixon's traditioD for good shoe- 
makers and good shoemaking 
dates back to 1888. In the early 
days, production was rather 
"spasmodic" - which was typi- 
cal *of the industry. 
Today's 


shoemakers enjoy steady .em- 
ployment the year round, 
thanks to modern management, 
production, merchandising, and 
sales-making methods. 


Under the Freeman Brand since 
1939, Dixoii-made shoes have 
been distributed from Coast to 


Coast. . . have been vigorously 
promoted and Nationally ad- 
vertised . .. and have merited 
their growing acceptance by the 
young men of America . . . as 


. the above figures indicate. 
. . . and Freeman Shoes .are 
proudly featured in Dixon by 
Boynton & Richards, and Hank 
Henry. Drop in and see the im- 
pressive line-up of current styles 
. . . made by your good shoe- 
maker neighbors in Dixon. 


DIXON CUT-SOLE CO. * 
FREEMAN SHOE CORPORATION 


fWSPAPEKI 


Page 
i—Sec. D 
"fr 
ft 
1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
Centennial Edition 


1876... City Mourns Death of John Dixon 


Street Corner Topics 


ANYWHERE that people congregate—especially on street corner 


is a place for conversation. These items, as recorded by The 


Dixon Telegraph in 1876, were among the subjects discussed. 
• 
* 
» 


TALK OF THE \VEATIIER-Jan. 6, 1876—The ther- 


mometer Indicated a temperature somewhere about 70 or 


I 
80, in the sun, and persons holding correspondence with their 
friends in the Southern States said that they were writing 
"with the doors and windows open." 


* 
* 
* 


THE LADY-KILLER— Jan. 20, 1876—The "Leap Year Necktie" 


for gentlemen, has a spring, which, being touched, moves a thickness 
of silk aside, and shows a disc inscribed. "NO!" 


¥ 
V 
* 


GHOSTS—Jan. 27. 1876—The boys that caused the night 


watchman on the railroad to see ghosts have been caught 
and their tin lamps and long poles taken from them. 


t 
, 
" 
" 
" 


HURRY, LADIES—Jan. 27, 1876—Adv. "Austin Bros, are Closing 


out their line of Ladies' Underwear. Very Cheap."_^ 


« 
V 
V 


PROFESSIONAL BUMS—Feb. 10, 1876—Although the 


city marshal feeds and furnishes rooms for beggars at the 
building recently erected on Second street, yet the ladles of 
our city are very much annoyed With the visits of tramps. 
The country is full of what seems to be professional beggars. 


* 
¥ 
* 


NE PLUS ULTRA—March 16, 1876—Now when the Dixon Na- 


^ tlonal Bank locks its safe, neither the President, Cashier or Clerks, 


"nor any other man" <jan open the affair until the thing in the shape 
of a very fine clock which is attached to the lock on the inside of the 
door, runs down. It is the ne plus ultra of burglar proof safes. 
Dixonites Help Celebrate 
National Centennial in 76 


Throughout the nation in 1876 


'* there were gigantic plans to cele- 


brate America's centennial—the 
100th anniversary of the birth of 
freedom. 
These plans had their 


echoing, effect in Dixon, where— 
as early as February—there were 
several citizens who. advocated a 


_ big Fourth of July celebration. 


Week after week, the newspaper 


<% carried stories of proposed plans 


and a big centennial day celebra- 
tion in the public schools in Feb- 
ruary added further inspiration to 
the proposition. 


On February 17, The" Dixon Tele- 


graph thumped for the idea with 
the cry: 
"Dixon to the' Front!" 


But four months remain until the 
4th of July, and yet Dixon has 


_ made no preparation whatever for 
w the celebration of that day which 


published to the world the grand- 
est declaration of rights known to 


man." 


Schools Observe Anniversary 
E. C. Smith, outstanding Dixon 


educator, took the matters in his 
own hand as far as the school cele- 
brations were concerned In this 
centennial year. 
He proclaimed 


February 18 as the day for decla- 
mations, readings and singing, anc 
the presentation of the centennial 
offering from each department. 


In March, an informal meeting 


of the citizens was called at the 
courthouse to discuss plans for 
celebration, but owing to some 
misunderstanding or lack of pro 
per notice, the meeting was at 
tended by only a very few. An 
other meeting was called for latei 
in the month and a committee was 
chosen to investigate the costs o 
a centennial celebration. 


"What Has Been Done?" 


Time dragged on, and in Ma; 


The Telegraph asked: "Are we t 


Services Held at Courthouse Square 


Funeral services for John Dixon, founder of the city, were held on July 9, 1876, 


at the courthouse. Special seats and platforms were constructed and the building was 
draped in mourning. 


observe the Fourth of July in 
Dixon? What has been done by 
the committee appointed to con- 
sider the matter?" 


By June 22, with nothing done, 


the young men of the city took 
up the cause. The Telegraph re- 
ported: "The right sort of young 
men have taken the matter In 
hand to give us a Fourth of July 
celebration worthy of his centen- 
nial year." 


In addition to these plans, sev- 


eral of the Dixon churches pro- 
claimed the first Sunday in July 
as "Centennial Day'5' and appro- 


priate sermons were delivered on 
the subject of freedom. 


The Hose Company planned a 


grand ball for the holiday evening 
and went "to considerable expense 
to procure a first class orches- 
tra." 


"Great Day" Arrives 


The "great day" arrived, but de- 


spite all the big plans, all the 
meetings and all the newspaper 
editorials, the day was more or 
less quiet Hand bills were dis- 
tributed "at the last minute* and 
announcements in The .Telegraph 
helped to bring a good number of 


69 YEARS 


CHICAGO PAPER COMPANY has had the privilege and satisfac- 
tion of serving, and growing with, the publishing and printing 
industry in the middle west. 


\ 


From a humble beginning in 1851, the TELEGRAPH has grown 
into a modem daily newspaper, winning 3rd place in competition 
with approximately 600 newspapers in a national contest for ex- 
cellence in newspaper publishing. 


While the TELEGRAPH was religiously striving for better report- 
ing, better advertising, better shop methods, and better coverage 
in their community, CHICAGO PAPER COMPANY was busy in- 
creasing their lines, their distribution, and bettering their ware- 
house operations. While five generations we,re reading the 
TELEGRAPH, four generations were buying paper from CHI- 
CAGO PAPER COMPANY. 


From a small organization carrying 25 grades of paper in 1882, 
CHICAGO PAPER COMPANY has grown to be one of the out- 
standing paper merchants in the middle west now carrying 450 
grades of paper (10,000 items) and serving many hundreds of 
printers. 


After 69 years of service to printers in the middle west, we too 
look forward to our 100-year anniversary. 


CHICAGO PAPER COMPANY wishes the TELEGRAPH a gala 
Birthday and another 100 years of growth and prosperity. 


CHICAGO PAPER Company 


801 SOUTH WELLS ST. 
CHICAGO, 7, ILLINOIS 
WABASH 29740 


people to town to enjoy the day. 
At public ceremonies, the Rev. 
Linebarger 
gave 
the 
prayer, 


Dwight Heaton read the Declara- 
tion of Independence (in part) and 
Judge Eustace delivered a patriot- 
ic speech attended by a largo au- 
dience. 


There was a boat race and a bal- 


loon ascension and "other mat- 
ters"—and thus the city celebrat- 
ed the 100th anniversary of Amer- 
ica's independence. 


FOUNDER RECOVERS SIGHT 


Father Dixon commences the 


centennial year looking fresh and 
in fine sph'its! He is now recover- 
ing his sight which was on the 
wane a few years since. He can 
read finer print now than he could 
ten or fifteen years ago. 
v 


Founder Dies 
At Age of 92 


On July 6, 1876, John Dixon 


died. 


He was 92. 
Exactly half of his lifetime, 46 


years, had been spent in the com- 
munity which bears his name. It 
was on April 11, 1830. that John 
Dixon brought his wife and five 
children to what was to become 
Dixon's Ferry. 


For several weeks before his 


death, the founder of the city had 
been gradually weakening, and 
although his passing was expected, 
the muffled tones of the bell on 
that Thursday morning announc- 
ing his death, brought sorrow to 
the heart of every citizen. 


Funeral at Court House 


Funeral services were held the 


following Sunday at the north 
front of the courthouse where 
platforms and seats 
had 
been 


erected for the ceremonies. 


Early in the day, delegations 


composed of civic societies from 
neighboring towns arrived, each 
headed by a band. Throughout 
the city, stores and public build- 
ings were draped in mourning. 


A guard of Sir Knights Templar 


guarded the body as'It lay In state 
at the courthouse where more than 
10,000 persons paid their respects. 


Several years later, In 1892, a 


monument to his memory was 
erected and dedicated in Oakwood 
cemetery. 


To the thousands who knew and 


respected him, the founder of the 
city,-was known as "Father John 
Dixon." 
• • * 


John Dixon was the first white 


man to settle within the limits of 
what is now embraced in Lee 
county. He was a native of New 
York, born in the village of Rye, 
Wcstchcster county, October 9, 
1784. 


When 21 years old, John Dixon 


moved to New York City %vhera 
he opened a clothing and merchant 
tailoring establishment. He con- 
tinued in this business success- 
fully for 15 years. 


Member of First Bible Society 
He was a member and one of 


the directors of the first Bible 
society organization in the United 
States. This was organized Feb- 
ruary 11, 1809, under the name 
of the "Young Men's Bible Society 
of the City of New York." 


About this time, according to 


historians, "premonitory symptoms 
of pulmonary disease manifested 
themselves", and a 
change of 


climate was necessary. 
On the 


advice of his physician, he disposed 
of his interests in the city, and in 
1820, in company with his wife and 
children, ,hls 
brother-in-law 


(Charles S. Boyd) and his family, 
he set out for the west. 


Leaving New York In a covered 


*sg 


>^-'s 


te»"*x>'! Cr^V&^&w-?" '• ' " *"• <"""—- •*'-«' <•> ^ •"•' 
* < • * " '*'* 


JOHN DIXON 


wagon, drawn by a single team, 
the emigrants passed through New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania to Pitts- 
burgh where they purchased a flat 
boat. They embarked with their 


Ushed posts there. They found a 
poor market 
for the 
whiskey 


which they were hi the habit of 
giving to defraud the Indians out 
of the furs and other pelts. 


1920 
KELLAR'5 GROCERY 


1930 
Kellar's Grocery 


and Market 


1940 
Kellar's 


Grocery and Market 


THANKS TO OUR MANY 
FRIENDS AND PATRONS 
IN DIXON. 


.•' 


OUR WISH IS FOR A 
PROGRESSIVE. 
PROS- 


PEROUS COMMUNITY. 


1951 


KELLAR'S 


COMPLETE 
ONE-STOP 
FOOD STORE 


team and effects and floated down 
the Ohio river to Shawneetown, 
Illinois, a small landing. 
Here 


they disembarked with their horses 
and goods and after disposing of 
the boat, proceeded with their 
wagon northwest through pathless 
prairies and unbridgcd streams to 
the vicinity which is now Spring- 
field. 
v 


Wild, Open Prairies 


The prairie, now the present 


site of the state capital, was then 
open and wild, without a human 
dwelling, although a few pioneers 
had built cabins in the bordering 
woodlands. 


At Fancy creek, nine miles from 


the present site of Springfield, Mr. 
Dixon made his home at the close 
of his journey of over 70 days. 


Sangamon county was not then 


set off,-and nearly all of central 
and northern Illinois was embraced 
in the county of Madison. Early 
in the next year, Sangamon county 
was formed; and the first court in 
the new county was held at the 
house of John Kelly, the oldest 
settler near the site of Springfield. 
John Dixon was appointed foreman 
of the grand jury. 


Appointed Clerk 


In 1825. Judge Sawyer, whose 


circuit nominally embraced north- 
western Illinois, requested Mr. Dix- 
on to take tho appointment of 
circuit clerk and move to Peorla, 
then called Fort Clark. Mr. Dixon 
did move there, and also received 
from Governor Coles the appoint- 
ment of recorder of 
deeds 
for 


Peorla county, then just formed. 


Northern Illinois was not di- 


vided Into counties at that time 
and within the territory attached 
to Peorla county were the voting 
precincts of Galena and Chicago. 
This whole region, which now em- 
braces thirty counties, then had 
only 1,236 Inhabitant*. 


Mall Route Established 


While Mr. Dixon wa» In Peorla, 


the government established a mall 
route from Peorla to Galena, 
crossing Rick river at the present 
site of Dixon, and going by way 
of Gratlot's Grove, In Wisconsin, 
to accommodate a little settlement 
there. Mall was carried once In 
two weeks on horseback. 


Mr. Dixon threw In a bid for the 


contract, which was accepted. In 
order to •ecure a passage for the 
mails over Rock river, he Induced 
Ogee, a French and Indian half- 
breed, to establish a ferry at the 
point of crossing the river. After 
this was done, the travel to and 
from the lead mines increased so 
rapidly that Ogee's coffers became 
full—too full, it is said, for his 
moral powers to bear and the re- 
sult was "constant Inebriation." 


Mr. Dixon Buys Ferry 


To avoid the delays in the trans- 


mission of mails, which these Ir- 
regularities • entailed, Mr. Dixon 
bought the ferry from Ogee, and 


,.,, 
KELLAR'S 


I 
,' CASH GROCERY and MARKE1 
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EASY SHOPPING 
EASY PARKING 


'/ 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7A.M. TO 8PM,-SUN 8 TO--- 


4. 
12 NOON fcV 5 TO 8PM 


SUNDAY PAPERS-HOME MADE GANDY-FROZEN FOODS 


on April 11, 1830, 
family to this point, 
date the place, aa a 


moved hl» 
From that 
point 
for 


crossing the river, became known 
as "Dlxon's Ferry". 


At that time, a largo portion 


of the Wlnnebago Indians occupied 
this part of the Rock river coun- 
try, Mr. Dixon managed his busi- 
ness relations with them so well, 
that he gained their entire confi- 
dence and 
friendship. On 
the 


return of the Sacs and Foxes, 
under Black Hawk, in 1832, this 
proved to be a great benefit for 
himself and bis family. He was 
recognized by them as the "red 
man's friend" and in accordance 
| with the universal practice of the 
race, who always gives name* to 
persons and places descriptive of 
some incident or attribute, they 
called him "Nadah-churah-sah"— 
•Head-hair white" in reference to 
his flowing white hair. It was also 
their custom to run compound 
words together, as in the case of 
this name, and was pronounced by 
them "Na-chu-sah". 


Influence For Good 


Mr. Dixon'* influence over the 


moral habits of the Indians of the 
Rock river valley seriously cur- 
tailed the profits of the few 
Indian traders who had eatab- 


Owanico, or "Jahro", the Winne- 


bago chief who claimed and proved 
to be the .^'fast friend" of Mr. 
Dixon and'family, 
became 
an 


active and energetic disciple of 
temperance. The advent of Black 
Hawk with his 600 warriors, who 
were marching from the Des 
Molncs river In Iowa up the Rock 
river valley, and who encamped 
a few hundred yards above the 
ferry, gave the Wlnnebago chiefs 
an opportunity to manifest their 
fast friendship for the family of 
Mr. Dixon. 


Personal Friendship* 


During the Black Hawk war, 


Mr. Dixon's knowledge of this 
countryside and of the character 
and habits of the Indian race, 
enabled him to give important 
service to his country. This gamed 
for him tho personal 9 friendship 
and esteem of gentlemen of world- 
wide reputation. 
Among these 


were Colonel Baker, 
who 
was 


killed in the early part of the 
rebellion, Albert Sidney Johnston, 
Zachary Taylor, Robert Anderson 
(afterward hero at Fort Sumter), 
Jefferson Davis, Abraham Lincoln, 
General Winfield Scott and others. 


Mr. Dixon entered the land 


upon which the city now stands 
and in 1835 laid It off into town 
lots. 
"In this connection," one 


historian records, "It may not bs 
improper to say that all the lands 
thus subdivided were disposed'of 
from time to-time, and the avails. 
instead of being hoarded up for 
individual use, have gone to build 
up the general interests of th« 
city." 


Named to Board 


In 1838, when the general sys- 


tem of internal improvements la 
the state was adopted by the legis- 
lature, a vacancy caused by tha 
death of • Colonel Stevenson, oc- 
curred in the state board of com- 
missioners. Mr. Dixon was ap- 
pointed by .Governor Duncan to 
fill the vacancy, and subsequently 
was elected by the legislature as 
a permanent member of the board. 
Although the state had undertaken 
too much, resulting in failure, th* 
business of the state board bad 
been 
honestly 
and 
faithfully 


executed. 


Interesting Incident 


While serving as commissioner, 


an interesting incident happened 
to Mr. Dixon. The pay rolls of the 
companies were made out 
and 


signed and waited Mr. Dixon to 
pay them off. It was his duty as 
commissioner to draw the money 
at Springfield and pay the men. 
He had entrusted his draft on 
Springfield for collection to a 
contractor named Hamlin, who 
absconded 
with 
the proceeds, 


$11,500. 


James P. Dixon and Smith Gil- 


bralth started in pursuit, traveling 
by stage coach through many of 
the eastern states, but returned 
without success. Soon after, James 
and Elijah Dixon renewed 
the 


search, traveling Canada and the 
eastern states, striking his trail 
once in Connecticut, but losing1 it. 
They returned to Dixon without 
recovering anything. In the mean- 
time, Mr. Dixon had raised the 
money and paid the amount 'to < 
the state. Some time afterward, ' 
Hamlin drew a prize of $25,000 
In a lottery. 
With this and his 


other ill-gotten gains, he returned 
boldly to Galena and opened • 
store. Mr. Dixon at once instituted 
suit and recovered judgment for 
the 111,500 *and interest The 
sheriff closed out all of Hamlin's 
goods that he could get possession 
of, which paid the costs and ex- 
penses of the search for Hamlin 
and a few hundred dollars of the 
stolen money. 
Visits Washington 


In 1840, Mr. Dixon visited Wash- 


ington with an application for 
the removal of the land office 
from Galena to Dixon, and Gen- 
eral Scott, and perhaps other army 
officers, personal friends of Mr. 
Dixon, who had become familiar 
with the topography of the coun- 
try during the Black Hawk war, 
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From a room over a corner grocery in 1898 to a structure covering 223,296 square feet in 1951—and still growing.' 


IN 24 DIFFERENT STATES—from New York to Cali- 
fornia, from the Gulf to Canada—-Kable Printing 
Company serves more than 200 publishers. Nearly 170 
of these are publishers of periodicals which appear at 
regular intervals—either weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, 
bi-monthly, or quarterly. 


In addition, we print hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of catalogs, booklets, folders, broadsides, and 
various other kinds of job printing, for customers in 
scores of cities scattered throughout the nation. 


! 


t 


Publishers of periodicals, as well as a great many 
buyers of volume printing in other categories, find that 
frequently they have to seek an adequate source away 
from home. This may be necessary for reasons of 
quality, or service, or technical assistance, or economy, 
or production time involved. 


We have available, under one roof and one control, 
complete typesetting, letterpress and rotogravure print- 
ing, engraving, electrotyping, binding, mailing, mail- 
ing-list maintenance, and many other publication 
printing facilities. These include, when desired. 


editorial supervision of a highly personalized nature 
along with careful attention to all production details 
entrusted to us, such as art, layout, and copy-fitting 
assistance; careful, efficient handling and storage of 
customers' text and ad cuts; an exclusive Kable syn- 
dicate service—free to our customers, in electrotyped 
form—and composed of attractive decorative fillers, 
features, humor columns, cartoons, pictures, etc., un- 
limited use of a selection of thousands of illustrative 
cuts from a conveniently indexed catalog; and above 
all, we make a conscientious endeavor to meet every 
publisher's individual problem with the most satisfac- 
tory solution possible. 


We have the type of printing machines best adapted 
to manufacturing your particular publication or job-— 
and we know how to run them. Our tremendous vol- 
ume of business permits maintaining on our staff 
competent technicians whose job it is to solve any 
manufacturing problems that arise. If your printing 
requirements fall in the letterpress or rotogravure cate- 
gory, .it will be well worth your while to investigate 
the facilities we are prepared to offer you. 


Kable Printing Company 


Home Offices and Plant: MOUNT MORRIS, ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO 


185 North Wabash Avt. 


DALLAS 


1312 Cemm*ret Street 


DETROIT 


303 Commerce Bldg. 


NEW YORK 


420 Lexington Ave. 
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Cultural C 


Entertainment Includes 
Lecture, Concert, Drama 


By early 1877, the Dixon Opera 


House had become the cultural 
and entertainment center of the 
city—pffering a wide variety of 


jJectures, minstrels, concerts and 
^"heavy" dramas. Well-known art- 


ists and speakers came from all 
over the nation to perform here. 
The new building quickly succeed- 
ed the Union Hall in popularity, 
offering larger capacity and more 
luxury. 


The building, erected by H. J. 


Stevens, F. A. Truman, J. D. Crab- 
tree and W. D. Stevens, had been 


^completed late in the 


year (Nov. 30, 1876). 


previous 
On that 


date, The Dixon Telegraph 
re- 


ported: 


"The elegant drop curtain for 


the opera house has arrived from 
St. Louis, where an artist has been 
at work upon it, and it is a splen- 
did specimen of scenic painting. 
We .are all pleased that the pro- 
prietors of the Opera House have 
displayed so much taste and re- 


finement in finishing this build- 


ing. 


The 


Opening Night 


Payson's English Opera 


troupe provided the opening night 
entertainment and of this event, 
The Dixon Telegraph said, "The 
Opera House opening was a com- 
plete success, and the proprietors 


» can not have toe much praise for 


the energy and pluck with which 
they pushed the work against the 


'^disadvantages of the weather, so 


as to have everything in readiness. 
All were pleased ^with the enter- 
tainment. The singing was good 
and the acting fine. It was re- 
markable that a company of only 
four could render an opera in the 
pleasing manner 
as 
did this 


troupe." 


It was early( in 1877, however, 


that the Opera House really came 


.-into its own and began offering 
^regularly 
scheduled 
entertain- 


ment. 


Among the cultural highlights 


of. the year was the lecture here 
on February 16 by Henry Ward 
Beecher, famous pulpit orator and 
lecturer. 


Of this event, The Dixon Tele- 


graph reported, in part, on Feb- 
ruary 22: 


"Henry Ward Beecher lectured 


A to, a full house under the auspices 
"of the Dixon Lecture Association, 


ast Friday evening. Many people 
from all the country of this vicin- 
ty, and even far away, had busi- 
ness in our city on that day, and 
then made it convenient to stay 
over to hear Beecher. 


"The lecture was full of thought, 


as are all his productions, and all 
were fully satisfied with the in- 
tellectural treat. It was a plain 
talk on the practical subject of 
making money, with here and there 
very timely hints to .men who 
become miserly in the operation. 
But still he complimented the 
ability and energy required to ac- 
cumulate wealth and thought men 
displayed good sense and refine- 
ment in'a proper employment of 
the same by decorating person and 
dwelling—with books and beauti- 
ful homes. 


Praises Opera House 
< 


"In this respect he paid a very 


neat compliment to the people who 
could build such an Opera House 
as the one in which he lectured. 
This indicated refinement and 
taste." 


Earlier in the year, January 11, 


an entertainment of an entirely 
different nature was presented 
when the Georgia Minstrels per- 
formed at the Opera House. 


On March 15, the well-known 


Barnabee Troupe presented a con- 
cert of classical and semi-classical 
music. The troupe consisted of a 
soprano, contralto, tenor, "humor- 
ous vocalist," basso player, cor- 
net soloist and pianist. 


The Barnalee, concert on this 


date was the first of three pro- 
grams offered during the season 
t>y the Dixon Lecture Association 
Others were 
the 
Mendelssohn 


Quintette Club concert on Apri 
2, and the Hyer Sisters Musical 
and Dramatic 
Combination on 


April 16. Season tickets, for al 
three entertainments, with reserv 
ed seats, were $1.50. 


"Down In Front" 


The editor of The Dixon Tele 


graph, musing about the Opera 
House, said in his columns on 
March 29: 


"Thoughts that will come up anj 


night at the Opera House whe 
taking a glance at the first rov 
in the gallery: What popular cr 
fully describes an incipient mous 
tache? 
'Down in front.' Also— 


dresses not wisely but too 'swell.' 


Many Great and Near-Great Perform Here 


J8P 


A city without an opera house in the latter half of the 19th Century, just' wasn t m 
it" 
Realization of this, prompted four Dixon men, H. J. Stevens, F. A. Truman, J.^D. 


Crabtree and W. D. Stevens, to provide Dixon with an entertainment center which 
would keep the city and its people "abreast of the times". Here, in the years to follow, 
many great and near-great personages gave lectures, concerts and dramatic offerings, 


making the Dixon Opera House unexcelled in this section of the country. 


Reflecting the variety of enter- 


tainment provided at the Opera 
House was the performance of 
General Tom Thumb, the famous 
American dwarf, and his midget 
wife, on April 4. 


Susan B. Anthony, the Amer- 


ica advocate of, woman suffrage, 
addressed Dixonites at the Opera 
House on March 26, 1877. 


The address resulted in mixed 


feelings by the editor of The Tele- 
graph who wrote: 


"Instead of finding a beautiful 


young woman, as we had pictured 
in our mind's eye, we found a 


wrinkled up old maid, wearing 
gold glasses, and from 
whose 


cheeks the bloom of youth had 
fled. But these observations soon 
sank into insignificance as she 
proceeded with her lecture, advanc- 
ing argument, clothed in the most 
beautiful language, in female suf- 
frage. We left a woman's rights 
man, and will probably remain so 
until we hear the other side of 
the question." 


Home talent also had its fling 


at amateur entertainment at the 
Opera House. In May of 1877, a 


minstrel show was presented. 


Variety of Entcrtanlment 


The variety of entertainment 


during the year—and in the years 
to follow before the 
disastrous 


fire—was unlimited. There were 
bell-ringers, 
acrobats, 
minstrel 


men, 
singers, lecturers, actors— 


and "what-have-you." 


By 1877, the Dixon Opera House 


truly was the city's cultural and 
entertainment "palace.". By Feb- 
ruary 20, 1920, it was but a shell 
of fire-blackened walls—it's glory 
destroyed and representing a loss 
of $40,000. 


'Forbidden Fruit' 
Chases Gloom 


The "hard times" of 1877 were 


brightened by the entertainment 
presented at the Opera House. In 
February, a "bright trifle" called 
"Forbidden Fruit" delighted the 
audiences. 


The Dixon Telegraph, an- 


nouncing this dramatic art, said: 


"Forbidden Fruit will be placed 


upon the boards of the Dixon 
Opera House, Saturday evening, 
and of course even the good people 
will have a great desire to partake 
thereof, for it is said the company 
coming here then arex experienced 
actors, who play their parts with 
skill. As a matter of course, the 
lecture by the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, the following week, will 
be an entertainment entirely un- 
like and disconnected with For- 
bidden Fruit, but still there will 
not. be nearly as much fun for the 
people of Dixon and vicinity, as 
will be enjoyed Saturday evening 
next. In a period when so many 
are feeling the stringency of the 
hard times, a bright trifle like 
unto this play will do no little 
good in dispelling the shadows of 
care." 
Debaters Weigh 
Good and Evil 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 22,1877) 


—Subject for debate before the 
Dixon Literary Society, on Friday 
evening next is: Resolved, that 
party spirit is productive of more 
good than evil. 


Affirmative, A. Brown, Henry 


Williamson, F. Smith. Negative, 
E. H. Grob, G. M. Brown, S. Mill. 
Silas Will, president; Mary Boss- 
meyer, secretary. 


The public are invited. It is not 


often lyceums debate a subject 
so fruitful of thought and that 
should be discussed for the good 
of the country. 


Landmark at Grand Detour 
Noted for Excellent Food 


In a sturdy wood and stone 


building erected in 1877 as a but- 
ter and cheese factory, today Is 
one of this section's best-known 
restaurants — The Landmark — in 
historic Grand Detour. 


Operated by Lylo Myers, pro- 


prietor, the popular food establish- 
ment was opened as a restaurant 
in 1941, and has been under the 
management of Mr. Myers since 
Jan. 5, 1950. 


Overlooking scenic Rock river 


on route 2, Grand Detour, The 
Landmark has become famous for 
its foods, among which are fea- 
tured seafoods, steaks and chops. 


The spacious and comfortable 


restaurant seats 75 persons in the 
main dining room, while two up- 
stairs dining rooms, catering to 
private parties, accommodate a 
total of 25 and 50. 


Features Radio Stars 


From its modern cocktail lounge 


The Landmark furnishes nightly 
musical programs with featured 
radio stars occupying the spot- 
light, for the entertainment ot 
guests. In charge of the lounge 
is well-known Gene McNamara. 


The Landmark is open from 12 


noon to midnight daily and a total 
of 12 employes assures the best 
food and service during the height 
of the summer season. 


The historical old building, from 


which picture windows overlook 
the river, is air-conditioned for the 
comfort of patrons. 


A special feature during the 


summer will be The Landmark's 
roof garden, where guests may 
enjoy nightly food and music un- 
der the stars, amid the scenery of 
the Rock river and romantic old 
Grand Detour. 


Hard Times Emphasize 
Need for Advertising 


BEING NEIGHBORLY 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 4, 


1877)—Though a cold day, our citi- 
zens enjoyed making New Year's 
calls. 


GENTLE NAG 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 22, 


1877)—Alderman Ayres' horse is 
gentle, and that saved his children 
from injury in the breakdown Sun- 
day. 


By 1877 Dixon merchants were 


becoming more and more awaro 
of the benefits of advertising. In 
a year of "hard times" there was 
a definite need to proclaim bar- 
gains and benefits. 


One adveillser, 
V. B. Chase, 


grocer, was aware of the economic 
depression aad announced in his 
ad that: "Hilrd times made easy. 
Prices so low that everybody buys. 
A full line of ^irst-class goods. 
Can goods a specialty. Highest 
market price paid for products." 


Another merchant, also mindful 


of the need for good items at low 
cost, was M. Cahill, tailor, who 
said in his 1877 advertisement: 


"Tailoring. The best is the 


cheapest. You will find on CahlU'8 
counters a choice selection of For- 
eign and ^American woolens in new 
styles for fall wear, and ho will 
make'prices low." 


Advertising in 1877 was, as in 


all years, a measurement of the 
people's needs and an estimate of 
economic trends. 


1'atcnt Medicines 


High on the list of much-ad 


vcrtiscd merchandise In that yea: 
were the many patent medicine 
and cure-alls. Among the claim 
were these: 


"Many nurses in New York use 


Castorla." 


"Through its agency many <U- 
eascs which have -baffled phy- 
icians are cured." 
These magic cure-alls consisted 


>f vegetable compounds, salves, 
onics, elixirs, liniments, sugar- 
coated pills, syrups, oils, tinctures, 
•xtracts and wines. 


Another popular article of the 


lay was the Bon-Ton Extra Long 
Waist Corset of which it was said, 
'Give 'them a trial and they will 
recommended themselves." 


LESS WICKEDNESS 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 15, 


Ig77)—There is less wickedness In 
.his month than that of any of all 
the year. Not that the average 
human is any better in cold weath- 
er, but owing to the fact that there 
s not as many days in February. 


IN THE. CLEAR 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 19, 


1877)—It is a very commendable 
thing that the Baptist congrega- 
tion has accomplished in providing 
for their entire endebtedncss, being 
over $2,100. 


,* 


Hunter Company Sixty-Nine Years Old 


The Hunter Company, 81 College Avenue, 
Dixon, Illinois, whose office and warehouse 
are shown above, right, notes that this year 
marks the sixty-ninth anniversary of its 
founding. 


From a humble beginning in 1882, Hiram 
Hunter and his son, Elmer F. Hunter, built 
a business which has continued under the 
family name ever since. 


The founders were well known throughout 
the State, and at the time of their passing, 
operated lumber yards in twenty-eight towns 
and cities in Illinois. Both Elmer F. Hunter 
and his son, Russell F. Hunter, served as 
presidents of the Illinois State Lumber Deal- 
ers Association. 


Alden F. Hunter, son and brother of the 
founders,, now devotes his entire time to giv- 
ing personal attention to serving the firm's 
customers in this area. He worked'closely 
for many years with the founders, thor- 
oughly learning the construction business 
first hand. 


For the past twenty-four years the company 
has specialized in roofing and siding in 
Dixon and surrounding territory. An un- 
usual reputation for dependability has been 
established within 'a radius of forty miles 
from Dixon. 


t 


The firm has direct factory connections 
with old and reliable manufacturers from 
whom they obtain highest quality products. 
Their rigidly interlocking asphalt roofing 
shingles have been known to hold fast dur- 
o 


ing hurricanes. During the recent severe 
storm periods of heavy winds in this area, 
their shingles defied heavy winds which tore 
off entire roofs in some cases. 


Their insulated asphalt, asbestos and alumi- 
num siding products eliminate the high cost 
of painting and reduce high fuel costs. 


General Contracting and Construction work 
have been added in recent years and pros- 
pective builders are invited to call or write 
or telephone for information on the service 
and experience the company has to offer. 


1882 -1951 


Each inquiry receives the personal attention 
of the owner of the business. 


Only skilled and fully insured workmen are 
employed. 


Miss Dorothy Butler, who has been with the 
company for the past fifteen years, has 
charge of the office. 


Friends will always find a welcome at The 
Hunter Company office and warehouse lo- , 
cated at 81 College Avenue, Dixon, Illinois. 


The 


Hunter Company 


ROOFING and SIDING SPECIALISTS 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS ang BUILDERS 
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1878 
Firemen Win National Laurels 


Hose Company Wins First 
In State; Third in Nation 


One of the first times The Telegraph used large-type 


news headlines was in the issue of September 5, 1878, when 
the newspaper reported the victories of the Dixon firemen 
in the state and national contests held in Chicago on that 
date. 


The Telegraph proudly acclaimed: 


GOOD BOYS-^GLORY ENOUGH FOR DIXON FIREMEN 


MORE LAURELS FOR DIXON 
The Hose Company Wins the First 


State Prize 


- -Also the Third National Prize 


It was a proud group of Dixon citizens which met the 


firemen at the depot on the fol- 
lowing Saturday night, September 
7, with the band heading the pro- 
cession. 


The hook and ladder company 


formed a torchlight parade and 
those-of the hose_cpmpany who 
had remained home, had decorat- 
ed the hose cart with flags and 
other emblems of triumph. 


The victors were greeted by a 


speech from Mayor Dement at the 
city building. Fire Marshal Bab- 
bitt gave the response. It is re- 
. ported that "the fire marshal and 
Mr. Kent then conducted the boys 
to Mr. Smith's restaurant to an 
oyster supper." 


Result of Long Practice 


The triumphs in Chicago were 


the result of long practice and 
consumate skill. 
In the contest 


the company was required to run 
' a distance of 300 yards to a hy- 
drant, attach and lay 300 feet of 
hose, break and ' make coupling 
300 feet from hydrant. The time 
required for this was 67 seconds 
to give them first honors in the 
state and third in the nation. First 
place in the national contest was 
won by a company from Burling- 
ton, Vt., with a winning time of 
62% seconds. 
A company from 


Big Rapids, Mich., was second. 


The Dixon firemen were well 


entitled to their state honors. They 
previously had won the state prize 
three times in succession, a feat 
no other Illinois group had ever 
accomplished. 


The trophies brought home by 


the winners were put on display 
at Dodge & Kling's jewelry store 
where many people stopped daily 
to examine them. The champion 
belt was made of solid silver and 
it was said that "it must have cost 
about $150. It is a splendid af- 
fair." 


Adding to the description of th 


rophies, the newspaper reported: 


"The fox tail with inscription 'to 


the victorious I belong,' and the 


and nickle-plated clay pipe are 


here on exhibition; the latter and 
no hundred and fifty dollars in 


gold being the national prize. The 
wo hundred dollars in greenbacks 
s a part of the state prize." 


Members of Team 


The members of the winning 


earn were: 


C. W. Dey, C. C. Atkins, W. F. 


.ferryman, F. B. Fowler, J. G. 
Stanly, W. A. Lenhart, A. Brier- 
on, R. Murphy, John Stager, Har- 
ry Aberle, C. G. Peck, Will Ham- 
yn, Blair Merryman, Andy Graff, 
eorge Merrill, Mark Johnson, 


Harvey Crawford, F. Brookner, T. 
H. Denny and Ed Wood. 
'Uncle Tom' 
[s Success 


"Uncle Tom's Cabin," the drama 


which was wringing tears and 
anguish from the hearts of Amer- 
cans in the' 1870s, also caused 
heavy sighing mixed with hissing 
when it was produced at the Opera 
House in Dixon on Jan. 25,1878. 


Those who participated In the 


play will be noted in a reproduc- 
:ion of the program reproduced on 
this page. 


On January 31, The Dixon Tele- 


graph "reviewed" the production 
and commented: "The acting was 
remarkably fine and the play was 
put on in good shape. The house 
was crowded both nights, though 
the second evening a large propor- 
tion enjoyed complimentary tick- 
ets, given to families of the ac- 
tors. 
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GROWS" ... LITTLE EVA ASCENDS TO HEAVEN 
... SIMON LEGREE (HISS!) TRIES TO KILL KIND 
OLD UNCLE TOM ... 


iiiifcJti^ 


Jncla font's 


UncleTomHARRYABKRLB 


J George Harm .......... Harry Dimick. 
' 


St. CUre 
.......... 
• ...... *en. 8b»w. Jr. 


»*< George Shelby J 
»J« M. Wilson 
f 
s. , i\nltfrmnn,t 
'Nftte Underwoo<! 


PbineM Fletchw » 


V 
* 


VV 
t^l 
Gumption Cute 
Tom Stwen*. A 


£ 
X 


1^4A Deacon Perrv 
Will Sussinilcb 


1 
V 
J«j Lt-gree 
A Tom Loker 
&t 


X Halev 
........... 
,.. Eugene Dimick. 
" 


.Frank Men.ser. 


<jj)j)fra 


VVI1 


ir- 
V 


Of 
J«j Murks 
• 
Sam. Watson. £< 


^ 
$ Sambo and Qu'unbo, Collins & M'Graw. 


J5* 
8 -Waiter 
Cam. Colt-mau. 
s 
* 


I Friiay Eveiii, Jan. 25,1878.1 


•5" 
X Auctioueer 
H. P. Wickcs. 


A 
M Harry 
Delia J)lmiek. 
wi 
ft 


Eva 
NELLIE BRUBAKER 


V 


iB" 
S 
B1 


'J! (Distributed .by a Committee g 
i-2 
of Ladies jrom the 
g 


5r 
Various Churches 
s 


C< Mrs. Marie 8t. Clare. .Miss Frank Porter. 


& Chlor 
Mr. George Collins 
Jj 


$ CI-.OG- 
ID A. 1ST CE 


$ 
by M. MoQRATH. 


,S aKJ\\ s^>i iv. y<-. • • 
•S 
ff. 
I'NDKnWOOD.Jr. 
S 
IIAKKY 
AftKKLK. 


Vnnagir 
LET 
. . Burint* Xanattr S 
S 


Heserved seats at MnTwell'Brog We. i 


I 


ALL FOR 25 CENTS!! 


St. Agnes Guild 
Is 73 Years Old 


Saint Agnes Guild of St Luke's 


church in Dixon is in its seventy- 
third year. 
In 1878 a Sunday 


school class of girls was formed 
into a gi^ild, and called St. 'Agnes. 
The first president, Miss Caroline 
Eels, had attended 
St. Agnes 


school in Albany, New York, and 
the new group was named for this- 
place. 


The members of the class were 


Mary 
Pankhurst 
(Mrs. J. S. 


Harvey), Mae Tillson (Mrs. E. N. 
Howell), 
Laura 
Hawley 
(Mrs. 


E. S. Miller), Miss Bess Eells, 
Lulu Brown (Mrs. Rood), Stella 
Eaton 
(Mrs. 
Bates), 
Harriet 


Stroup (Mrs. Lew Edwards), Cor- 
nelia Coleman (Mrs. Chas. Bur- 
leson), Elizabeth Coleman (Mrs. 
Duke), Miss Myra Young, Nina 
Cummins (Mrs. Wilcoxen), Eliza- 
beth Jones, Nellie De Wolf (Mrs. 
Chas. Pratt). 


The Guild's second president 


was Mrs. O. B. Dodge whose hus- 
band gave the land now occupied 
by the Public Library and St. 
Luke's church and rectory. 


Present Variety Show 


Many of the social events and 


entertainments sponsored by St. 
Agnes Guild form a picture of 
the times in which they occurred. 
One such event, a variety show 
called a "Columbian Fete," was 
presented at the old Opera House 
in the late 1890s, with the pop- 
ular cake walk and the song 
"There'll Be a Hot Time in, the Old 
Town Tonight," as featured num- 
bers. 


Some years later in the early 


1900s, an opera called "Egypta" 
was put on at the same place. In 
the 1920's, an elaborate produc- 
tion called "Smiles" was given 
in the Dixon Theater. The tal- 
ent of the entire town was called 
upon for the choruses and sing- 
ing parts, resulting in an out- 
standing 
artistic 
and 
financial 


success for the Guild. 


Still later, in the 1930's, the 


"Lamentable Tragedy of Julius 
Caesar," a burlesque of Shake- 
speare's 
"Julius 
Caesar," was 


given by Guild members as a pri- 
vate entertainment for the Pe- 
oria Avenue Reading club. 


Also in the early 1900s the 


members of St. Agnes Guild pre- 
sented a street carnival on the 
Nachusa hotel lawn. Prominent 
citizens donated their services as 
barkers 
shows. 


for 
the 
various 
side 


Merchants Offer Wide Variety 
Of Christmas Gifts in 1878 
To Dixon shoppers confronted 


with the problem of buying some 
gift for-"Uncle Horace" or "Aunt 
Minnie" at Christmas season in 
1878, the local merchants offered 
& wide variety of items. 


To help those who were com- 


pletely 
confused, 
the 
Maxwell 


Bros., at No. 3 Opera Block, in- 
formed The Telegraph readers that 
"Santa Claus has his headquarters 
at the toy store." 


E. H. Sussmilch's store offered 


holiday goods that consisted of 
silver 
ware 
"at 
unusual low 


prices." 


"Pictures, fancy goods, toys and 


stationery" were also offered at 
No. 3, Opera Block. 


Dodge & Kling, jewelers, were 


suggesting that buyers look at 
their watches, clocks and fancy 
goods. 


"Furs! FursfFurs!" were being 


offered for sale at J. C. Kier's 


Lawn Parties 


Many years ago, dancing parties 


and fetes, lighted by Japanese 
lanterns, were held on lawns do- 
nated for the occasion. Especially 
remembered were parties at the 
B. F. Shaw residence and the A. H. 
Tillson home. Beautiful cotillions 
were led by Professor Gaynor, a 
Chicago dancing master, and the 
masquerades held at Easter time. 


Other Social Highlights 


When the old Dixon Club dis- 


solved its membership and gave 
up its annual Christmas dance, 
St. Agnes Guild took over the af- 
fair and every year since 1911 
this dancing party has been one 
of the events of the Christmas 
holidays. 


In 1928 St. Agnes Guild cele- 


brated its 
fiftieth 
anniversary 


with a dinner in the Guild Room, 
honoring the founder, Miss Caro- 
line Eells, who gave a delightful 
history of the Guild. This event 
has a permanent memorial at St. 
Luke's, in the gift of the rcredos 
from St. Agnes Guild in mem- 
ory of Caroline Wright Eells. 


Centennial Celebrated 


In 1938, when the centennial of 


St. Luke's church was celebrated, 
St. Agnes Guild entertained with 
an exhibit of articles used 100 
years ago, and a tea, with some 
of the guild members wearing 
costumes of 1838. 


The main purpose of St. Agnes 


Guild, aside from a substantial 
missionary> program, is the care 
and maintenance of the rectory. 


store and sewing machines were 
suggested by A. T. Miller. 


Moustache Cups 


H. J. Stephens &. Son, also lo- 


cated in the Opera Block, pub- 
lifched in their advertisement 'Jf.ch 
items as 
hanging and 
bixMze 


lamps, decorated chamber sets 
($4.50), elegant toilet sets ($1.06) 
and moustache cups and saucer* 
at 60c. 


By writing to Oliver Ditson & 


Company in Boston, Dixon gift- 
purchasers 
could obtain 
music 


books with melodies suitable for 
Clarke's Reed Organ. 


Even as .late as December 26, 


Dodge & Kling, apparently wjth 
an eye to the future, or failur&co 
meet the newspaper's deadline, 
were advertising: "Christmas is 
coming and Dodge & Kling have 
just received a splendid assort- 
ment of Watches, Clocks 
and 


Jewelry." 


The present membership is 48, 
with Mrs. Mary Pankhurst Har- 
vey the only charter 
member. 


The 1950-51 officers are Mrs. 
B. 
Lanphier, 
president;' 


Robert Sterling, Sr., vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. George Joyce, secre> 
tary; and Miss Clara Armlngton, 
treasurer. 


m-s 


ABOARD HOWELL'S STEAMER 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 3, 1878) 


—Hon John B. Hawley, assistant 
secretary of the 
United States 


treasury, and former member oi 
congress from this district, spent 
a couple of days here this wQk, 
with his many friends, and was 
entertained on Monday by a trip 
to Grand Detour, on Mr. Howcll's 
steamer, with a company of ladies 
and gentlemen. 


"HONEST MONEY LEAGUE" 
(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 3, 1878) 


—There will be a meeting of citi- 
zens on Saturday evening at tha 
courthouse to form 
an 


Money League. 


Honest 


_• 


PROBLEM SOLVED 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 10, 1878) 


—Chin Lan Pin was asked how all 
the Chinese would get back to 
China, and replied, "Oh, they will 
go to Ireland, as that is the only 
country not ruled by Irish." 


AGE OF PHONEGRAPH BEGINS 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 14, 1878) 


—One of Edson's improved phono- 
graphs will be exhibited in 
city soon. 


We've Been Keeping It "Hot" in Dixon for Nearly Fifty 
Years! 


1904 


JOHN HOFMANN 


The late John Hofmann, when he 
' started the business at 82 Galena 
Avenue in 1904. Retaining active 
management of the business until 
1946. 


:jm 


1951 


Pictured above, is our shop taken in 1924 in our present location at 77 Galena Avenue, which was erected by 


the founder in 1915. 


JOHN FRED HOFMANN 


John Fred Hofmann, who became 
associated with his father upon 
graduation 
from 
Northwestern 


University. :"Fritz" took over ac- 
tive management in 1946. 


JOHN HOFMANN—HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING 


77 GALENA AVE. 
"Dixon's Oldest Heating and Sneef-Mefal Establishment" 
DIAL 2-8531 


SUNBEAM AND ROUND-OAK FURNACES FOR COAL, OIL OR GAS 


Modem Air Conditioning 


Today, any one can enjoy the comforts and luxury of 
modern air conditioning, no matter how hot it may get 
in the summer time or how humid it might be. Your 
home oan always be cool and healthy with Frigidaire 
Air Conditioning. Come in, and let us explain how you, 
too, can enjoy the benefits of cool, clean comfort all 
summer in your home or office and how Frigidaire Air 
Conditioning can bring relief to many hay-fever or 
pollen asthma sufferers. This comfort can be yours 
at a very moderate cost 


look oufsldef-look insldtj 
You can't mofcfi a Frigidairt 
^ 
' Ol(r 


liufaHofioni" 


In the Good Old Days 


When you used to hang around the stove in the 
"parlor" or drop in at the corner store just to get warm? 
How different from the modern winter air conditioning 
that can make your home or office so warm and com- 
fortable today. No longer do you have to be constantly 
firing the furnace or old fashioned stove when you can 
enjoy the comforts of winter air conditioning that is now 
available for all types of fuel and is completely auto- 
matic, both in firing and control, and available in a 
wide range of sizes made to suit the needs of any home 


or commercial building. 
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Ray Miller Music Store 
Opened at Dixon in '73 


It's been "Miller's for music 


since "7^" for citizens in Lee, Ogle 
and Whiteside counties within a 
40 or 50 mile radius of Dixon. 
P One of Dixon's earliest busi- 
' nesses still in operation, Ray Mil- 


ler's Music store, at 103 Peoria 
avenue, has furnished musical in- 
struments and supplies for several 
generations in Dixon and the sur- 
rounding country. 


Ray Miller's Music store cele- 


brates its 78th anniversary dur- 
ing May, 1951. The popular music 
store was founded in May, 1873, 
Jjy Theodore J. filler. 


Handles' Wurlltzer 


Miller's handles the celebrated 


Wurlitzer pianos and accordions, 
Gibson guitars, mandolins and oth- 
er stringed instruments, and the 
William Frank and Blessing and 


Getzen line of band instruments. 


Besides handling these popular 


instruments, Miller's also features 
a general line of musical instru- 
ments, musical supplies and sheet 
music. 


Ray Miller, owner and manager' 


of Miller's, and son of the founder, 
entered the music store business in 
1895, upon his graduation from 
school. 


Assumes Control 


He assumed full control of the 


business Upon the retirement of 
his father some 10 years later. 


This old Dixon institution has 


been partly responsible for the 
city's cultural heritage, by furnish- 
ing the citizens with the highest 
quality of musical instruments and 
supplies. 


Drastic Reforms Promised 
JBy Candidate for Mayor 


It began to appear in 1873 as if baseball, a game which 


was growing in popularity and providing the younger citi- 
zens with active participation in sports and a lesson m 
sportsmanship, might be banned within the city limits 
Even the less strenuous and%nore pacific game of croque4" 
seemed destined to be outlawed. 


These, and many other 


strict reforms, were proposed 
by Samuel Burnham, a can- 


,glidate for mayor of the city 


m that year. ' 


Candidate Burnham, to the 


surprise of everyone, had no 
great objection to the sport of 
horse racing which he al- 
lowed "I rather like." 


Letter to Editor 


The issue of The Dixon Tele- 


graph on Feb. 20, 1873. carried this 
letter from Burnham, addressed to 


ijfhe editor: 


"Having been earnestly solicit- 


ed by many of the intelligent and 
influential citizens of Dixon to be- 
come a candidate for mayor at the 
ensuing election, I have, after due 
consideration, concluded to permit 
my name to go before the nominat- 
ing convention 


"I shall, if elected, adhere strict- 


ly to the following principles so 
far as they may be for the public 


"First—There shall be no game 


of baseball played within the city 


imits. 


"Second—No 
velocipede (bicy 


Founder... 


(Continued from page 10, Sec. D) 
promptly .interested themselves in 
lis behalf, and introduced him to 
President Van Burcn, who at ohce 
signed the order for removal. 


Mr. Dixon was married to the 


former Rebecca Sherwood of New 
York, of whom it is said, she was 
a lady "of superior mental capacity 
and energy, shared with her hus- 
band the toils and 
privations 


ncident 
to 
frontier 
life, 
and 


exerted a moral and religious in- 
fluence which was felt throughout 
the region." 
She, with all her 


children, ten in number, passed 
away before Mr. Dixon. 


Mr. Dixon lived to see his coun- 


try grow from a vast wilderness, 
to a great state. When he was 
born there was hardly a white 
inhabitant in all of the state of 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and the entire northwest. 


It is recorded, too, that as John 


Dixon witnessed the growth of 
the great nation, he shared in its 
progress. When Fulton took his 
first steam boat up the Hudson 
river on a trial trip, John Dixon 
was a passenger, and paid the 
great inventor the first money as 
fare ever received as a return for 
his immense expenses and time. 


John Dixon lived in a great 


period of history—and in it, as 
well as in the growth of the city 
he founded, he played a role of 
immense importance with honor, 
dignity, courage, and foresight. 


Mayor, 1876-77 Dixon Notional Bank 


Was Organized in 1871 


cle) riding shall be allowed within 
;he city limits. 


"Third—Any person offering to 


sell lottery tickets 
(except for 


charitable and church fair pur- 
pose) shall be prosecuted. 


"Fourth—Croquet is a low game 


and should not be countenanced 
by an intelligent public. I shall 
therefore, if elected, use my best 
efforts to suppress the game. 


"Fifth—Horse racing I rather 


like, but there are many needed 
reforms. I do not think any horse 
should be permitted to 'go' with- 
out the owner'first producing a 
certified copy of the pedigree of 
such horse. Respectfully yours, 
Samuel Burnham." 


Postscript: In the elections of 


March 3, Joseph Crawford was 
elected mayor of Dixon. 


ICE IS RIPE! 


(Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 14,1876) 


—The ice crop is ripe and being 
harvested. 


It Pays to Advertise 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Aug. 14 


1873)—It is one of the strange 
aws of trade, that the secure busi- 
ness man must make a show, at 
least of doing something. 


A Dixon dentist 
understands 


this when he pays a woman for 
coming into his office and scream 
ing for an hour or two, every da> 
or so. 


FOOT BRIDGE COMPLETED 
(Dixon Telegraph, May 22,1873) 


—The foot bridge, about one hun 
dred feet below the wreck of th 
"Truesdell trap," was complete' 
Saturday afternoon. 


GRATIFICATION 
MEETINGS 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Sept. 
2 


1876)—A month or so ago the Re 
publicans were holding ratifica 
tion meetings and now, they ar 
turned into gratification meeting 


JAMES A. HAWLEY 


Mayor of Dixon for the 1876 


term, and 'again in 1877, was 
James Andrew Hawley. 


He was born in Monroe county, 


New York. August 20, 1830 and 


icd in Dixon December 29. 1898. 
He served as county superinten- 
ent of schools in Lee county from 
857 to 1S59. and was county clerk 
rom 1861 to 1880. 


He served as secretary ot the 


Lee County Agricultural Associa- 


ion in 1858 and was a member of 
he Dixon school board during the 
•ears 1861 to 1870. 


As member of the Masonic 


odge, he held several state offices 
n the organization; he was Grand 
High Priest in 1871, Grand Master 
n 1873 and Grand Commander in 
1S74. 


Tire Causes Heavy 
industrial Loss 


The Telegraph & Herald report- 


ed the fire on Mar. 12, 1873, which 
destroyed the Charters & Dodge 
knitting mills and Dement & Je- 
rome's flax factory, for a total of 
$25,000 loss. By diligence of the 
firemen, F. K. Orvis & Go's, plow 
factory was saved. 


The Amboy steam fire engine 


summoned by the Telegraph, ar- 
rived in "about sixteen minutes," 
but the fire was already under 
control. 


.PRICE OF MILK 


In July, 1876, the Dixon Tele- 


graph carried an advertisement 
stating that the price of milk "de- 
livered twice a day, both morning 
and evening, at five cents per 
quart." 


The Dixon Natonal Bank—"the 


friendly bank with the chimes 
clock"—In September, 1951, will 
complete 80 years of service to 
the community. 


The bank was organized Sept. 


15. 1871, with a capital of $50,000, 
receiving its charter from the 
comptroller of the United States 
treasury ' after meeting require- 
ments. 
The bank's first state- 


ment to the comptroller showed 
deposits of only $22,000. 


First directors elected were H. 


B. Jenks, H. S. Lucas, John De- 
ment, Quartus Ely and James B. 
Charters. At the 
organization 


meeting of the newly elected di- 
rectors, the following officers were 
named: President, H. B. Jenks; 
vice president, John Dement: and 
cashier, H. S. Lucas. 


Today the Dixon National Bank 


offers its patrons complete bank- 
ing service, with the addition of a 
trust department in December, 
1950. 
Among these services are 


checking accounts, savings and 
Christmas savings accounts. Dixon 
National loans include collateral, 
personal real estate, business, ap- 
pliance and auto loans. Bank by 
mail and night deposit services 
are furnished as well as safe de- 
posit boxes. 


Dixon National Bank is furnish- 


ed completely with modern equip- 
ment. 
One of the latest innova- 


tions, installed for the protection 
of customers, is the bank's Rccor- 
dak machine, which simultaneously 
endorses and photographs 
both 


sides of all transit items. 


"DENTAL ENGINE" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 9, 1876) 


—Dr. Van Sickles has purchased 
a "Dental Engine," one of those 
very remarkable machines for 
tunneling into a tooth. 


Present Officers 


Officers of Dixon National are: 


Chairman of board, W. H. McMas- 
ter; president and trust officer, H. 
O. Lovett; vice president, H. G 
Byers; assistant vice president anc 
assistant trust 
officer, 
G. 
O 


Knousc; cashier, Leo B. Miller; and 
assistant cashiers, Harold L. Sim- 
kins and James P. Green. 


The bank's board of directors 


includes: R. L. Bracken, H. G. By- 
crs, H. O. Lovett, W. H. McMaster 
F. X. Newcomer, Dement Schulei 
and W. E. Trein. 


The Dixon National Bank holds 


the enviable record of being among 
the top 8 per cent in size of thr 
15,000 banks of all types in th 
United States. This record ha 
been achieved over the past 8 
years by the parallel growth of th 
bank alongside that of the Dixo 
area. 


The following is a statement o 


the condition of the bank on De 
30. 1950: 


Resources 


Resources—Loans and discounts, 


$1,797,311.59; U. S. bonds and se- 
curities, $5,914,941.50; municipal 


Glee Club Is 
'Best in West' 


onds and other securities. $2,630,- 
63.47: banking house. $90.000; 
ash and due from banks. $1.713,- 
00.94; and other assets, $865.38— 
total of $12,147,282.88. 
Liabilities—Capital stock, $180,- 
00; surplus $180,000; undivided 
rofits and reserves, $266,252.68: 
eposits, $11,517.441.72; and other 
abilities. $3,588.48—a total of 
12,147,282.88. 
The bank occupies the main 
oor of the Dixon National Bank 
uilding at 101 First street, where 
he Westminster chimes on the 
arge clock outside mark every 
uarter-hour. 
Dixon National employes receive 


ree life insurance and retirement 
enefits and hospitalization and 
ickness benefits.' The bank is a 
icmber of the Federal Deposit In- 
urance Corporation, Federal Re- 
crve System, American Bankers 
Association and Illinois Bankers 
ssoclation. 


Erected New Building 


The bank occupied quarters at 


wo locations before its steady 
rowth saw resources reach $875,- 
00 by 1913. necessitating more 
oom. A building on the north- 
•est corner of Galena avenue and 
?irst street was purchased and 
emolished, for the erection of the 
iresent modern five-story, fire- 
iroof bank and office building, 
vhich was completed March 15, 
.914. 


Past directors of the bank have 


been: Henry B. Jenks, Henry S. 
Lucas, John Dement. Quartus Ely, 
James B. Charters. F. A. Truman, 
Avery Johnson, J. B. Pomeroy, 
William Uhl, Samuel Shaw, J. W. 
Chase, John H. Bennett, James A. 
rlawley, Charles H. Noble, Jason 
C. Ayrcs, Theron Cummins, A. C. 
Warner, Ferris Finch, J. M. Pat- 
rick and S. S. Dodge. 


Charles H. Hughes, George Steel, 


Solomon H. Bcthea, A. K. Trues- 
dell, E. H. Rickard, A. P. Arming- 
ton, J. W. Crawford, Henry S. 
Dixon, E. H. Brewster, M. R. For- 
>ylh and Charles R. Walgreen. 


Past Officers 


Presidents have been: Henry B. 


Jenks, F. A. Truman, Avery John- 
son, James A. Hawley, Jason C. 
Ayrcs, A. P. Armington, and W. H. 
McMaster. 


Vice presidents: John Dement, 


Avery Johnson, J. B. Pomeroy, 
Theron Cummins, 
S. S. Dodge, 


E. H. Rickard and J. B. Lennon. 


Cashiers, have been: Henry S. 


Lucas, F. A. Truman, J. W. Chase, 
James A. Hawley, Charles H. 
Hughes, A. P. Armington, M. R. 
Forsyth and L. L. Wilhelm. 


Mr. Wilhelm retired Jan. 1, 1951, 


after having served 43 years of 
continuous service. 


(Telegraph & Herald. July 18. 


1872)—A glee club is organized in 
our city which has not a superior 
in the West. Jerome W. Holten- 
beck, A. J. Pinklmm, Prof. David 
McCosh and Mr. Coats arc the 
members. Their songs and music 
are all original—the latter being 
composed by Prof. McCosh. 


No %Don Quixote' 


The editor of The Telegraph and 


Herald did not fancy himself as 
any 19th Century Don Quixote; he 
had no arguments with windmills. 


Irl fact, he reported on Febru- 


ary 9. 1871 that "a visit to the 
factory of the N. W. Windmill, 
Thomas C. Little & Co.. proprie- 
tors, impressed us with the grow- 
ing popularity of that excellent 
invention, and the further fact 
that, though young, it will soon be 
one of the leading manufactories 
of our city." 


'Factory Girl's 
Diary' Thrilling 


(Telegraph & Herald. Mar. 30, 


1871)—On yesterday, the Alham- 
bra Theatre troupe arrived, which 
Is the best, unquestionably, in th« 
West, recommended by everyone 
who has seen them. 


On last night, Aline, the Rose of 


Killarney. and Solon Shingle were 
played to a crowded house. The 
programme this evening includes 
Black Eyed Susan and the Fac- 
tory Girl's Diary, and tomorrow, 
Our American Cousin, the piece 
being witnessed by President Lin- 
coln on the night of his assassina- 
tion. 


CITY IS "MILLIONAIRE" 
(Dixon Telegraph, July 17,1873) 


—The personal property of the 
city of Dixon, according to D. W. 
McKenney's excellent assessment, 
is a little over one million. The 
real estate, will be about one and 
a quarter million. 


Balloon Ascension 


(Telegraph & Herald, Sept. 21, 


1871)_Prof. Stelner made such a 
grand ascension last week and 
there are so many who desire to 
again witness the spectacle, that 
the Agricultural Society has en- 
gaged him to go up on Friday, the 
6th of October, that being one of 
the days of the fair. He is now 
preparing his great air ship and 
getting the material to manufac- 
ture the gas, 
several 
hundred 


dollars. This will be the last op- 
portunity of witnessing this grand 
sight. 


LILTING MELODIES 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 4, 


1877)—"The Bohemian Girl" will 
be at the Opera House tomorrow 
evening. The seats are all nearly 
taken. There are 40 performers 
in the troupe. 


Shaw Takes Charge 


UNREASONABLE 
GRUMBLE 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 1, 


1877) — The complaint entered 
against the Lecture Association, 
that the best scats were distribut- 
ed to the people from neighboring 
towns, was an unreasonable grum- 
ble. 


ALL FOR 25c 


(Dixon Telegraph. Dec. 14, 1876) 


The young ladies of the Baptist 
church will hold a fair next Tues- 
day evening, Dec. 19. They have 
a fine display of fancy articles, 
which will make very nice Christ- 
mas presents. Don't fail to see 
them. Admission 25c, including 
slipper 


(Telegraph & Herald, June 1, 


1871)—Today 
we 
again 
tak« 


charge of this paper, fully under- 
standing all the responsibilities ot 
the position. We shall endeavor to 
Conduct it in a manner so that its 
readers may not regret the with- 
drawal of Mr. A. C. Bardwcll. who 
has labored so energetically and 
successfully to interest and please. 
As we have his promise, we m-ay 
hope to hear from him often in 
these columns. B. F. Shaw. 


INDIANS STAGE WAR DAXCB 


• (Telegraph & Herald, Feb. 22, 
1872)—After the close 
of last 


week's circuit court there was, in 
the evening of Thursday, A grand 
war dance in the court house by 
a party of Winnebngo savages. The 
Indians also visited "Nachusa," or 
John Dixon. 


CHANGE IN 
MANAGEMENT 


(Telegraph & Herald, Jan. 5, 


1871)—A. change has been made in 
the proprietorship of the Western 
Knitting Mills. Mr. Low, a Massa- 
chusetts gentleman having 
ac- 


quired a one-third Interest of Mr. 
Godfrey. 


P. S., He's Here .. . 


(Telegraph & Herald, Nov. 16, 


1871)—Amos Elmakcr ot Sterling 
has a 
$700 telescope through 


which the citizens of that city can 
view the rings around Saturn and 
the mountains in the moon for the 
small sum of ten cents. The Chron- 
icle says Mr. E. intends to visit 
this city with his instrument. 


P. S. And now he has arrived. 


1941 Dixon's. Exclusive Fur Shop 
1951 


SERVING THE WOMEN 


OF DIXON AND VICINITY 


FOR 


TEN YEARS 


With the smartest furs exclusively designed since 1941, made 
from the finest pelts in one of the most modern Fur Salons in 
the middle west. The Gracey Fur Shop has become a favorite 
place for discriminating women who demand the latest styles 
in fur fashions who know they can buy their furs.from a 
furrier with confidence. 


EXQUISITE 
FURS 


FUR STORAGE 


CLEANING and RESTYLING 


Here, you will find a complete and modern fur shop designed to 
serve the women of Dixon and vicinity with an exclusive fur 
styling, cold storage and re-styling service. Our coats are made 
in the latest styles, our cold storage vaults are guaranteed 
against all loss or damage, and our re-styling department is 
always at your service, .ready to make^your old coat into the 
season's newest style. 
. G R A C E Y - 
• 


FUR SHOP 


212 N. HENNEPIN AVE. 
— 
DIXON, ILL 
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OWNED AND OPERATED BY 


MR. AND MRS. R. E. BELCHER, MR. AND MRS. E. T. WEBER 


MRS. R. E. BELCHER, Reg. Nurse, Admin. 


Realizing that th'ere was 'definite need for a well organized 
nursing home in Dixon and that such a home, specializing in 
the care of the aged and chronically ill men and women 
would be an asset to the community, the Mansion Nursing 
Home was opened two years ago. Under the skilled super- 
vision of Mrs. Caroline Belcher, R.N., and supported by a well 
trained staff, the home became an immediate success and 
today it is known as one of the outstanding nursing homes in 
Illinois. Licensed by the State of Illinois, recognized by the 
American Medical Association and member of the Illinois and 
American Nursing Home Associations and of the Illinois and 
American Hospital Associations, the Mansion Nursing Home 
strictly observes the fine codes of ethics demanded by these 
organizations. The management and staff are constantly at- 
tending educational meetings, studying the latest develop- 
ments in the field of geriatrics so that every care and consider- 
ation may be given to each guest in our home. 


HOME LIKE SURROUNDINGS 


.The care and comfort of our guests is our most important obli- 
gation. Every room is furnished with the idea in mind of making 
it as home like and cheery as possible. Pictured above is a 
comer of our attractive living room where our guests can while 
away their time or visit with friends and relatives. At the right 
is one of the cheerful bedrooms furnished in attractive maple 
with accomodations for two people. Visitors are always wel- 
come and we will be glad to show them through this modem 


nursing home. 


MANSION 
NURSING HOME 


403 E. FELLOWS ST. - DIXON, ILL. 
^ 


1949-1951 


Proudly Observes 


Its Second Anniversary 


CARING FOR THE AGED AND 


CHRONICALLY ILL 
- 


Back row, reading from left to right: Berniece Vernier now replaced by Bertha Lepperd, Helen Sergeian, 
Ruth Fordyce, Rose Baird, Irene Cathey. Second row: 
Goldie Grube, Vera Helfrich, Mildred Preas, 


Beulah Whitmyer, EUanor Stienmetz, Irene Quinn, Marta Boot, Olive Laffertey, Dena Kuehl. Front row: 
Bess Soper, Hazel Kerchner, Caroline Belcher, (Mrs. R. E.), Anna O'Malley, Helen.Pool and Irene Bohnhoff. 


OUR WELL TRAINED STAFF 


Our registered nurses and 'nurses aides are on duty twenty-four hours 
a day rendering every service to our guests, ever mindful of their slight- 
est wish, constantly following the instructions and orders of the doctor, 
taking every precaution to see that the utmost care, and attention is given 
to each individual entrusted to our care. Our meals are carefully 
planned and prepared and attractively served with special attention 
being given to the diet of each guest. 


The management and staff 
of 


the Mansion Nursing Home 
are happy fo extend congratu- 
lations and best wishes to the 
Dixon Evening Tefegraph on 
their 700th anniversary. 
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Dixon Wins 'Place in the Sun 


The Old Elm' 


Countless picnics, outings and sightseeing trips'by 
Dixon's young and old folks of the nineteenth century 
took place under the sheltering branches of "The Old 
Elm," an aged landmark on the farm of Dr. Oliver Ev- 
erett, near Dixon. Some idea of the immensity of this 
monarch of the forests may be gathered by comparing 
its girth and spread with the unidentified man seated on 
a lower limb at lower left. Many Victorian romances 
were culminated beneath this towering spectacle of 
nature The "Old Elm", under which Indian councils 
were held in the early days, no longer exists. It was on 


the property now known as Reynoldswood. 


Coffee: 6 Pounds 
For $1 in 1879 
i, Contrasts in the 
purchasing 


power of a dollar In 1879 and in, 
1951 are shown in an advertise- 
ment by H. J. Stephens & Son 
which appeared in The Dixon Tele- 
graph on February 13, 1879. 


The slogan of the firm was 


"Cash Wins the Day" and the 
grocers were offering: 


Good Rio coffee, 6 Ibs. ..$1.00 
New Japan tea dust, 6 Ibs. $1.00 


j) New Orleans sugar, 15 Ibs. $1.00 


The Messrs. Stephens declared 


that they were offering prices "as 
low as-any—house-in• or-out-"of 
Chicago." 


Telegraph Worker 
Is''Swap Artist' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 6, 1879) 


—W« have a telegraph operator in 
tills building who can beat any 
Yankee outside of New Englanc 
on the trade.Last week he traded 
a town lot for a fishpole; and then 
started in with a ferret, traded it 
for an old rifle, with a revolving 
cylinder; from that to an accor- 
dion, then to a Colt pistol. 


The last thing he received in 


trade was a pistol about three 
inches long and he was anxious to 
give that away. . 


Ice-Capades of 1879 


'Very Recherche' 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Sept. 
4, 


1879)—The compliments of Ferris 
Finch and E- K. Sibley were ten- 
dered a few friends yesterday in 
a very recherche picnic and steam 
yacht excursion on the beautiful 
Rock river. 
" The menu for the repast by the 
Nachusa House, was printed on 
lavender • satin in the best taste 
of our printer's skill; and the en- 
tire spread was in full accord with 
such elegance. 
Strangers Praise 
Dixon's Streets 


Although it was before the age 


of asphalt, the streets and side- 
walks in Dixon at the end of a 
decade in 1879 were said to be in 
"excellent condition." 


A historian recounting the im- 


provements of that year, wrote: 


"Dixon may well feel proud, for 


in" this respect our town is equaled 
by but few cities of its size in the 
state. This subject is a matter of 
general remarks among visitors 
and strangers, and they are often 
surprised, 
when, after 
wading 


through mud and water in other 
cities, they visit our town on the 
same day, and find our streets 
comparatively dry and free from 
mud. 


"We have in good repair over 


20 miles of sidewalks and cross- 
ings. During 1879 our. city expend- 
ed 55,934.82 in public improve- 
ments, such as macadamizing and 
grading streets, building1 and re- 
pairing sidewalks, building bridges 
and culverts, putting in street 
lamps, etc." 


By 1880 it was reported: 
"Already this year admirable 


improvements have been com- 
menced of which the excellent new 
sidewalks on Main street bear evi- 
dence." 


Dixon's Main Artery in 1879 
City Achieves Recognition 
For Industry, Agriculture 


Rock river provided pleasures 


in both summer and winter to the 
sports-minded of Dixon. 
There 


was "bathing" in the summer, and 
"ice-capades" in the winter. 


On January 2, 1879, The Dixon 


Telegraph referred to the winter 
sports: 


"A skating rink is being made 


near the island on the river, by 
clearing off the snow from, the ice, 
which will be in operation next 
week. It is proposed to build a 
house and enclose the rink .with a 
board fence so that the place will 
-be" wai'iu-ana-pregsatitT' ™ATT~at- 
tcndant will be there to take 
charge of the little folks." 


On the Beam 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 30, 


1879)—Dodge & Kling, after hav- 
ing secured permission of the 
Western Union Telegraph com- 
pany, have put an electric sounder 
in their store and connected it 
with the wire which is attached 
to a clock at the National Observ- 
atory in Chicago. 


With this instrument they are 


enabled to take" the exact time 
each day at 12 noon. The electric 
clock, 
which 
these 
energetic 


gentlemen put on the corner last 
week, is an entire success. 


Shipments Measure 
Agricultural Yield 


The development of the rich 


agricultural areas in Lee county 
in 1879 served to increase the 
grain trade until the annual ship- 
ments exceeded all predictions for 
the year. 


Grain, at that time, was finding 


a widening market in Chicago and 
was sent from here over the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern and the 
Illinois "Central railroads. The 
competing lines had a healthy in- 
fluence on the trade and resulted 
in~JowAr-.freigb.t-. rates.',' :DeaTers 
were thus able to offer Lee county 
fanners this extra inducement to 
sell their grain in this market. 


To indicate how Dixon grew in 


importance as a grain shipping 
center, the figures from April 1, 
1879 to April 1, 1880 show the 
shipments from 
here 
included 


219,740 bushels of corn; 72,340 
bushels of oats; 9.954 bushels of 
wheat; 8,654 bushels of rye; 1,100 
bushels of barley — for a total of 
311,788 bushels of grain. 
v In addition to the corn shipped 
out of Dixon, the amount fed to 
livestock would greatly increase 
the figure showing the county's 
total produce in that year. 


street was Dixon's main artery in 1879 and presented a lively appearance in this 


view looking northeast Sdtng at left is Union Hall built in 1855 with four stones, 
but lowered to three in 1862. Rounded structure at right was the Ebmger building, on 
the nortSstcoSS of First and Galena, and was built in 1867. Note water barrel on 
tne nortneast 
(lower rf ht) laced handy for emergency fires. 


Young Man, Soured on Life, .Starts 
Freerfor-All Fight on Galena Street 


In The Telegraph of June 5, 


1879, the editor stated that young 
W 
"entertained an unpleasant 


feeling toward his fellow citizens 
last Monday," and "being unsuc- 


• cessful" in finding anyone upon 


whom to vent his wrath, finally 


Ppickcd on a "stranger down on Ga- 


lena street." 


"The stranger at first demur- 


red and pleaded that he was a 
wayfarer in the city knd knew not 
even W 
; but this was not sat- 


isfactory. The stranger even start- 
ed to walk away, and as he'turned 
to' go hence about his" business 
young \v—— fetched him one .on 
the left cheek, and so severe was 
the blow that it knocked him from 
'•the sidewalk. 


"Then the stranger returned 


with his right fist and warmed up 
to the contest, flattening W'—-'s 
nose and blackening his eyes." 


The editor added that "several 


of our citizens mixed in the fight, 
and we received information from 
Mr. J 
that the hit received 


by Mr. B 
was purely acciden- 


tal; and that G 
threw one of 


the belligerents over his head 
simply to remove him from 'his 
way; and that man H 
B 


hit was not knocked clear into the 
river; and that it is impossible to 
learn the name of the quiet coun- 
try boy who fought so well, but it 
is supposed that he resides on Bit1 
tcr creek." 


Winter Scene, 1879 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 20, 


1879)_Mr. E. B. Stiles is very 
enthusiastic over a sleighride on 
the ice from Grand Detour to 
Hazelwood, which he has had to 
take a number of times this winter 
and generally at or a little after 
sunset. 


Few have taken this ride, and 


those that have can appreciate his 
delight. The wide, level stretch of 
sparkling snow trims the hills, 
bluffs, and woods, most beautiful- 
ly, and Hazelwood is seen at its 
best advantage as the large, red 
sun disappears in the woods over 
beyond the old Governor's grave. 


RIVER TRIP TO MEMPHIS 
(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 2, 1879) 


—John Edgar, Jr. and Fred Mc- 
Kcnney, two Dixon boys, started 
on a voyage to Memphis, in a 
couple of row boats, last Saturday. 


Dixon Dialogue, 1879 — 


Town topics, in 1879, ranged from A to Z-and here are- a few 


as reported by The Dixon Telegraph in that year: 
, 
. 
• 
• 
• 


ANYWAY, IT'S COLD—.Ian. 2, 1819—W» heard from 


about 20 thermometer* this morning ranging from 18 to 24 
degrees below at 7 o'clock. 
' 


* 
• 
• • 


WORKMEN, UNITED!—Feb.'6,1879—On last Wednesday evening 


a lodge of the .Ancient Order of United Workmen was organized in 
this city. 
* • • 
• 


GOLD FOR TUB TILLS OF DLXON—Feb. 27. 1879—A* 


an Item to illustrate the benefits of manufacturing establlah- 


% 
mentu to a city we need only »tat« that Messrs. Cummin*, 
Noble & Dodge of the Grand Detour Plow Works, are disburn- 
Ing In this community over one hundred thousand dollars p«r 
annum for labor. 
. ., 
• 
* 
* - • 


IT'S DEMENT AGAIN!—Mar. 3, 1879—Col. John Dement was 


re-elected mayor again in 1879. In the election F. H. Babbitt was 
chosen alderman of the first ward; D. R. Bowles, second ward; J. Fry, 
third ward; and G. J. Anderson, fourth ward. 
* 
• 
• 


HAM-BUYER "BEEFS"—Mar. 27,1879—A tramp yester- 


day evening took a ham from In front of Coffey's butcher 
'shop and sold It for 25 cents. When arrested he thought It' 


hard that tlic purchaser should peach when he had got a ham 
for a quarter. 
* 
• 
* 


LECTURE NOTES—Mar. 27, 1879—Robert Ingcrsoll, (American 


lawyer and anti-Christian propagandist) it is expected will lecture 
here sometime in April, for the Dixon Hose Company. 


* 
# 
* 


INDOOR SKATING—April 3, 1879—This evening there Is 


to be a grand skating carnival at the Opera House. 


* 
* 
* 


COLLEGE CLOSES—June 15, 1879—The Ferris Business College 


and Academy closed permanently this week. 


» 
• 
* 


IT'S NO LAUGHING MATTER—Oct. 6, 1879—The Tele- 


graph reported that "a man having a tooth pulled In a 
dentist's office on the second floor of the Opera Houne 
Block, was given "laughing gat," which made him so "crazy," 
he jumped through a window and was severely hurt. 


First Street, Looking West 


Railroads Link 
With Industry 


With Dixon's industrial and ag- 


ricultural importance established 
by 1879. it became necessary to 
bring the railroad to the doors 
of the factories and mills. 


Local businessmen realized this 


neediearly In.'May-of-that year 
when a meeting was called at J. C. 
Ayres* office "to take into con- 
sideration the question of building 
a switch from the depot to the 
water power." 


Later in the month (May 22), 


The Dixon Telegraph reported: 


"The I. C. RR Co. are survey- 


Ing for the switch this morning." 


Committee Appointed 


By June a committee of citizens 


was appointed to negotiate with 
the railroad companies for a switch 
which would connect the water- 
power with the main tracks. The 
committee's work was "completed 
in a very satisfactory manner" 
and the Northwestern and Illinois 
Central railroads agreed to share 
expenses of building the switch if 
the right of way was furnished 
free. 


Near the end of the year, on 


December 4, The Dixon Telegraph 
reported: 
• 


"The freight and baggage cars 


and gangs of men placing the 
track, give that portion of Water 
street near the mills a very busi- 
nesslike appearance. 
During the 


week the mills have been unloading 
cars at.their doors, and the street 
thereabouts is being all covered 
with switches made of new tics and 
rails." 


Dixon's place In the sun as a 


first class'industrial and agricul- 
tural city of the midwest had been 
established by 1879, and no one 
was more ready to sing her praises 
*han the editor of The Dixon Tele- 
graph. 


In a series of articles entitled 


"A Pencil Sketch of Dixon, Its 
Business Interests, etc.," begin- 
ning late in December, 1878, and 
appearing weekly in the paper 
through the month of January, 
1879, Editor Shaw summed up the 
resources and advantages of his 
city for the benefit of capitalists 
looking for an excellent business 
location. 


Said the editor: 
"Situated as it is. upon the mar- 


gin of Rock river—one of the most 
beautiful of Western streams— 
with its shady streets, its hand- 
some cottages and substantial bus- 
iness houses, Dixon forms a proud 
monument to the 
enterprising 


spirit of her citizens." 


Evidence of Prosperity 


"All over the city the evidence 


of a prosperous past is clearly 
manifest. The graded streets, the 
substantial sidewalks, the hand- 
some lawns, the elegant dwellings 
and beautiful school and church 
edifices, all bespeak ah onward and 
upward tendency. 


"The location upon the gently 


sloping margins of the river is at- 
tractive; the regularity with which 
the town was laid out has secured 
numerous handsome streets and 
the business thoroughfares will 
compare favorably with larger, 
cities. Many of the primitive 
structures of the past have given 
place to elegant and substantial 
brick blocks, and the work of im- 
provement still progresses. Situat- 
ed on the line of two important 
railroads—the Chicago and North- 
western and Illinois Central1—ex- 
cellent advantages for transporta- 
tion are secured." 


Natural Advantages 


'The editor noted that nowhere 


along the Rock river's wanderings 
were the natural advantages for 
the construction of power privi- 


the list, and C. W. Kentner and 
Graff and Mattren were noted for 
saddlery, 
harness 
and leather 


goods. 


.E. W. Smith received prominent 


mention for his stock of dry goods 
and J. B. Fargo's establishment 
was well known for boots and 
shoes. 


Maxwell Bros., in the Opera 


House block, was a leading dealer 
in books and stationery, and E. I. 
Williams was a prominent grocer. 
The work of the Dixon Marble 
Works was compared with the 
best in the state. 


Hardware Trade 


In the hardware trade, Alcxati- . 


der & Howell was a leader, James 
H; Todd operated a large'clothing 
trade and Ellas Bovey'occupied a 
• 


position of importance in the lum- 
ber business. 
' 


Grovery. Provision Trade 


Palmer Atkins was identified 


with the grocery and provision 
trade. Mrs. J. F. Palmer & Co. re- 
tailed millinery goods, D. B. Ayres 
sold saddlery and leather goods, 
Weibezahn & Moeler wer* groc- 
ers, Howell & Mescrole were hard- 
ware dealers, Miss C. Morton op- 
erated a millinery establishment, 
A. C. Specht handled boots and 
shoes. D. Knapp was a tobaccon- 
ist. Duffcy & Malloney dealt in 
butter, eggs and poultry and Wil- 
liam H. Bivlns was a grocer. 


Ford & Anderson were poultry, 


butter and egg dealers, .Wheat 
Bros, handled groceries, John A. 
Stump sold saddlery and harness,' 
M. F. Cuddington was a saddler 
and carriage trimmer, J. Halstrad 
was a photographic artist, arid L. 
D. Pitcher dealt in agricultural 
implements. 


Grant Stops Here 
On Way to Galena 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 6, 1879) 


—Gen. Grant was given a very 
enthusiastic reception here yester- 
day, while on his way to Galena; 
it being the closing day of his 
grand trip around the world. 


Gen. Grant appeared on the rear 


platform, where Mayor Dement 
was invited and welcomed the ex- 


president with a speech. Gen. 
Grant made a short speech, and 
was given three rousing cheers 
from the crowd. 
' 


GRAIN ELEVATOR .FINISHED 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
May 45, 


1879)—The north side elevator, re- 
cently constructed by G. W. Bar- 
tow, is now prepared for grain and 
has a capacity for elevating and 
storage that will accommodate all 
that come. 


"WALKING MANIA" 


(Dixon Telegraph, J u n e 
5, 


1879)—The boys with walking 
mania including all with two legs, 
have now a track in tho grove, 
south on Galena street, wherein 
the pedestrian question is settled 
every day, in about 14 laps to the 
mile. 


Clod-Hops Are 
%A11 the Rage1 


As forerunners of the dance 


marathons and six-Bay bicycle 
races, the clod-hop and walking 
match were "all the rage" in 
Dixon In 1879. 


The events, paying cash prizes 


to the winners, were held almost 
dally. 


The Dixon Telegraph reported 


one mich event on March 27 ef 
that year: 


• "An 
interesting clod-hop 
or 


walking match, took place at Vann 
Epps' Park Tuesday afternoon, for 
a pool of $50, John Cahlll, first 
prize, $25, time 6:17. James Ma- 
loney, second, $15, time- 8:20; 
Thomas Wade, third, $10, tlm« 
6:27; John Mason broke down on 
first half mile and was 'carried 
home on a stretcher. Frank Gaff- 
ney and Mathew Keenan, ref- 
erees." 


Deflated Balloonist 
Returns From Hawaii 


It is not known why John K. 


Burket left Dixon after his un- 
successful attempts to get his 
balloon into the air both here and 
at Rockford. Maybe it was Just 
"to get away from it all." 


At any rate, The Dixon Tele- 


graph reported on October 16, 
1879: John K. Burket arrived last 
week from the Sandwich (Hawai- 
ian) Islands, where he has resided 
for some time. 


leges more favorable. 


Of the several institutions of 


learning, the editor noted that Fer- 
ris' Business College and Academy 
was one of the best. Established 
Oct. 1,1877, the school was staffed 
by W. N.-.Ferris, J. Hv Edward* 
and Mrs. W. N. Ferris, and offered 
advanced English, college prepara- 
tory and business or commercial 
courses. 


The institution, located In the 


Opera House block, had an enroll- 
ment of 80 and was prepared to 
accommodate 150. 


In ,the building at Bluff Park 


begun as the Dixon Collegiate In- 
stitute, later succeeded by the 
Dixon Seminary, was in 1879, the 
Rock River University, "an insti- 
tution," said the editor, "of which 
the city may well feel proud." 


Thriving Enterprise* 


Some of the thriving businesses 


in and about Dixon in 1879 includ- 
ed the Rock River Stock Farm, 
owned by B. B. Higgins, with a 
herd of a hundred registered Dur- 
ham Short Horns. 
Mr. Higgins 


was also the pioneer druggist in 
Dixon. 


F. F. Dixon was listed as one 


of the city's most prominent tai- 
lors, and "Camp and Hasenplug 
were named as one of the leading 
furniture and undertaking estab- 
lishments, as was the firm of W. 
"McL. Wadsworth. 


C. Gonnorman received mention 


as a furniture dealer and cabinet- | 
(Dixon 
Telegraph, June 12, 


Use This; And You'll 
Never Use Any Other 


maker and Sheldon on Galena 
street had,an extensive repairing 
business. 


Leading Jeweler* 


Dodge & Kling, E. H. Sussmilch 


and Will Sussmilch were listed as 
the leading jewelry establishments 
of Dixon, while Van Epps & Bru- 
baker were noted for dry and fan- 
cy goods and groceries and crock- 
ery. 


For lumber and building mate- 


rials, B. S. Stanley was high on 


1879)—Charles Dement than pur- 
chased additional livery outfits, 
new plumes for his hearse, etc., 
and therefore is prepared to fit 
you out for your dreamless sleep 
in a style worthy of -the funeral 
of a prince. We would give the 
hearse a "puff," but hardly know 
just how to do it with propriety. 


You can't recommend a hearse 


anyway. We might say that those 
who have used it, never take any 
other. 


First Street, Looking East 


Pastor Blends Religion 
With Taste for Pickles 


(Dixon Telegraph, Apr. 17, 1879) -The Telegraph 


editor, speaking of a religious meeting at Sublette, said 
the minister began his addresses, thus: 
• 
"Lord, warm up the hearts of the people of this 


God-for-saken place, to send up something to eat to 
the parsonage. 
Chickens, Lord, eggs, honey, flour. 


sugar, coffee, potatoes, ham, almost anything eatable, 
Lord, for we are hungry, and don't forget to have them 


. Now you can go 


home, if vou want to." And yet the churches here will 
posiSvciy not hold the multitude that crowd to hear 


' He holds a closed Bible 'in his hands, but never 


opens it and yet pours forth Bible talk ceaselessly 
CmYmoment he has the entire audience laughing beyond 
control, and the next weeping as though their _ hearts 
would break, and when he invites them to the altar, the 
people move en masse. t 
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1880...City Suffers $190,000 Fire Loss 


Historian Suggests Ways 
Dixon Can Prosper, Grow 


The historians of 1880 offered 


a pattern for success to thp citi 
zens of Dixon by pointing out the 
ways in which the city could giow 
and prosper. 


In the closing pages of "The 


History of Dixon and Lee County 
Chronological Record," printed in 
that year by The Dixon Tele- 
graph, the writer took a forward 
glance into the future to consider 
the city's needs. 


At an age before Chambers of 


Commerce in American cities took 
up this cause, the Dixon historian 
wrote:. 


"What we need more than any- 


thing else are manufactures ,of 
different kinds. With the rebuild- 
ing of the mills recently destroved 
by fire, and the erection of others, 
the future of. Dixon will become 
brighter than ever before. 


"With the advantage of our ex- 


tensive water power, 
capitalists 


looking around for desirable places 
to establish extensive manufac- 
turing interests, will not overlook 
us if our wants are made known, 
and they are offered any kind of 
inducements, whatever to come 
here and locate. 


"There is no reason why Dixon, 


with her beautiful location, rail- 
road communication with all parts 
of the United States, the rich ag- 
ricultural country that stretches 
sway in every direction, dotted 
with elegant farms tilled by an 
energetic and intelligent class of 
people, and her excellent water 
power, should not in the near fu- 
ture become 
a 
manufacturing 


town of great importance, and her 
population doubled thereby. 


"Dixon's growth, compared with 


other towns in the neighborhood, 
has been prosperous, yet there is 
room for more to come, and there 
is a future prospect that speaks 
loudly, inviting the enterprising 
merchant, 
the 
capitalist 
and 


manufacturer to cast his lot with 
us. There is no point in the west 
that we are ^ acquainted 
with, 


where capital could be invested in 
the manufacturing line to better 
advantage than in Dixon, 


"Help One Another" 


"As a rule we believe that the 


prosperity of any town or city 
lies within its own reach. So we 
believe it to be with our own 
city. The true success of a com- 
munity is "Help One Another,' or, 
in other words, patronize one an- 
other. 
Patronage of home instl-Dec. 30, 18SO. 


tutions and home industry is the 
key that opens the doors to our 
comfoit and wealth. 


"While we strive to aid and 


benefit our public schools, our 
chinches. and\our lailroads. let us 
not foiget ouc manufactures; let 
us lend our aid to any one that 
we have and to all that may come 
to us. Let us patronize our mer- 
chants, punting offices, mechan- 
ics, professional 
men. and 
all 


worthy home enterprises in pref- 
erence to others. By so doing we 
shall encourage those that we 
have, and induce others to bring 
in capital and embark in enter- 
prises beneficial 
to 
the 
com- 


munity. 


"If we 
have 
establishments 


wheie carnages 
and 
wagons, 


home articles, machines and ag- 
ricultural implements are made, 
let us foster and encourage them. 
Let us patronize whatever home 
produces, bearing in mind that 
our mutual interests are involved 
in the smallest as well as 
the 


greatest enterprises. 


"Architects of Fortune" 


"Let it be our pride to say that 


the cities, towns and villages of 
Lee county are architects of their 
own fortunes, the workers of their 
own success, and that th'»y foster 
all home industry and energy. If 
we do this, our star must rise 
until we bear as proud and f&r- 
known a name as any sister city 
to whose market we look for sup- 
plies in many manufactured ar- 
ticles. 


"Let no stranger have it to 


say that we turned our backs up- 
on his honest efforts, or viewed 
jealously his investment of means, 
for then we should 
make our- 


selves worthy of contempt and 
aggrandize c o m p e t i n g 
cities 


through 
our 
own debasement. 


What we may secure by careful 
management, wise counsels, and 
by determined perseverance and 
energy, we will surely lose with- 
out them. 


"Let us avail ourselves of those 


means which God has pleased to 
place in our reach and each labor 
for the prosperity and up-building 
of our city and county." 


JOSHING, BY JOSH 


The Telegraph reported that 


Josh Billings, popular American 
humorist, gave a talk at Dixon on 


Mayor, 1880-84 


JOHN V. THOMAS 


Mayor of Dixon front 1880-81 


was John V. Thomas. 


Mr.'Thomas seived on the city 


board of aldermen for 
1876-78, 


and was principal of North Dixon 
schools from 1863-74. 


Born in 1835 at Princeton, N. J., 


he died Oct. 5, 1908, in Dixon. 


4,100 NOSES 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
June 
24, 


1880)— The census enumerators 
inform us that Dixon ha? about 
4,100 inhabitants. 


That It Shall Not 
Happen Again.. 


Ruins After Fire of 1880 


After the disastrous fire early 


in April, 1880, the City took imme- 
diate steps to prevent another con- 
flagration. 


In the weeks that followed The 


Dixon Telegraph reported: 


(April 15, 1880)—The city coun- 


cil sent to Burlington, la., for a 
steam 
fire engine, which was 


placed on trial last Monday with 
very good success. Something of 
the kind is needed here until our 
pumps are restored to use. The 
machine doesn't compare with our 
pumps. 


On May 16, 1880. The Telegraph 


reported, the city 
bought and 


leased water 
and pump rights 


from Becker & Underwood mills 
and from Col. John Dement for 
$11,500 for protection of the city 
against fire. 


In May, 1880, the city purchased 


a new fire bell to replace one that 
had been broken, The Telegraph 
repoi ted. 


Bull-Dozer Resents 
'Elegant' Lighting 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 28, 1880) 


—Some young bull-dozer threw a 
stone through -one of the trans- 
parencies that Messrs. Dodge and 
Davis placed in front of their resi- 
dence. The house was so elegantly 
illuminated and decorated that it 
made the vandals mad. 


1880 Volume Sets Pattern 
For Centennial Edition 


"The History of Dixon and Lee County," printed in 


1880 by The Dixon Telegraph, has, in many respects, 
served as a pattern for this centennial edition of The 
Dixon Evening Telegraph marking.the close of the news- 
paper's century of service on May 1,1951. 


Like that volume published 71 years ago, this edi- 


tion has relied heavily on the newspaper files for the 
past 100 years. Too, this edition has kept "in many 
cases the language of the writers" to give not only a 
true historical picture of the age, but to represent the 
trends in journalistic style and conversations. 


Also, like the 1880 book, this edition is greatly in- 


debted to the services and assistance of many Dixon citi- 
zens, whose interest has made this edition possible. 
Credit to them will be found in the closing pages of this 
centennial edition. 


Too, this edition, like the 1880 volume, "entire per- 


fection is not claimed for this work, yet the publisher 
believes it more nearly approximates it than any his- 
tory heretofore presented to its citizens." 
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Continuous Service 


TWENTY FOUR HOURS 


DAILY 


THREE HUNDRED SKTY-FIVE DAYS 


ANNUALLY 


SINCE 
1883 


From 


SIXTY CUSTOMERS 


To Over 
, 


FOUR THOUSAND 


Our Appreciation and Best Wishes to All 


DIXON WATER CO 


Most disastrous blow ever struck at Dixon industry was the terrible fire in the early 
morning of April 8, 1880, in which two men were killed and $190,000 in property de- 
stroyed. The fire was accompanied by an explosion caused by combustion of flour 
dust. At right is part of Becker & Underwood's flouring mill, which suffered losses 
of $100,000. Building (second from right) was occupied by W. P. Thompson and An- 
tone Julien flouring mills, suffering $40,500 losses. Third building from right was 
occupied by H. D. Dement and S. C. Eells flax factory, loss $12,000 to $15,000, and 
Thomas Baldwin's grist mill, loss $3,500. Undamaged frame building at left was Fletcher 
Sash and Blind factory. Other losses were by Col. John Dement, owner of water- 
power and one of buildings, and C. H. Curtis plow works, partly damaged. Insurance 
totaled $66,900. Near buildings runs just-campleted railroad switch from C&NW yards. 


Becker & Underwood Mills 


7lour Mills Rise 


Fire's Ashes 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 22, 1880) 


— Full arrangements 
have been 


made by Messrs. Becker & Under- 
vood to rebuild their flouring 
mills, recently destroyed by fire, 
n a much more extensive scale 
ban the old mills were built. 
The new mills will be five stories 


with a basement. Ground aiea of 
he main building will be 84 by 50 
eet. 


SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC 


May 13, 1880 — Several cases of 
mallpox were reported in Dixon 
y The Telegraph. A death was 
eporled May 16, 1880. A total of 
;even cases were reported. 


Erection of this seven-story structure to house 


Becker & Underwood's flouring mills began soon after 
the destruction of the previous building by the disas- 
trous fire of April 8, 1880. The new mill was equipped 
•"with steel and porcelain rollers to take the place of 
the old millstones. Early the next year the mills 
started production again, with a top production of 
500 barrels of flour per day. The mills were sold to 
a Boston concern in 1886 for $53,058, and became the 
Dixon Milling company. 


Dixon Boat Club 
Wins at Regatta 


The Telegraph reported that on 


June 22, 1880, 
the Mississippi 


Valley Regatta first prize was won 
by the foUr-oared crew of the 
Dixon Boat Club: Ed Howell, Joe 
Reuland, Ed Morse and Eustace 
Shaw, with Charles Chandler cap- 
tain, in the junior race. Eustace 
Shaw won the swimming race. 


When the boat crew returned, a 


demonstration was organized by 
the firemen, who erected a trium- 
phal arch at Peoria and First 
streets, decorated tho hook and 


ladder truck, mounted the winning 
boat on the wagon and drew the 
shell to the boat house, where the 
Light Guard Band met them. May- 
or and other ditinguished citizens 
m carriages took part. 


$150,000 Bequeathed 
For Ag School Here 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 6, 1880) 


—The will of Lewis Clapp was 
filed for probate at the county 
clerk's office on Monday last The 
will provides that a fund of $150,- 
000 shall be set apart as a fund to 
build an agricultural college in 
Lee county. The sum- of $100,000 
must be raised from other sources 


Two Firemen 
Die in Blast 


A fire which took the lives ot 


two men, injured at least 10 others 
and which caused damages esti- 
mated at $190,000 broke out in 
Dixon early in the morning ot 
April 8, 1880. 
' 


The fire originated at the water- 


power plant and within an hour all 
the buildings on the north side ot 
race were destroyed. 


The water wheels and the pump 


house were also ruined, thus cut- 
ting short the -water supply for 
fighting the conflagration. 


A telegraph plea for help was , 


sent to the Amboy fire depart- 
ment and its arrival is credited 
with helping save the pioperty on 
the south side of the river. . 


Explosion at Flour Mill 


When the fire finally reached 


the Becker & Underwood's mill, 
there was a terrific explosion. It 
was believed that it was caused 
by the combustion of the flour 
dust. Fifteen or 20 firemen were 
working in an around the ir.ill at 
the time and Ezra Becker and 
William Schumm weie instantly 
killed. 


The 
injured 
included: Cyrus 


Lint, William Rink, Jr., Orvil An- 
derson, Peter Ramsey, William 
Vann, Patrick Duffy, Lee Stevens, 
Frank Goetzenberger, Joe Hayden 
and Joe Reuland. 


Buildings Destroyed 


The buildings which were re- 


duced to ruins were a large stone 
building owned by Caleb Clapp 
and Col. John Dement, occupied by 
H. D. Dement and S. C. Bell's flax 
mill and Thomas Baldwin's grist 
mill; W. F. Thompson's and Beck- 
er & Underwood's flour mills. Th* 
foundry of Brown & Edwards on 
the opposite side of the street was 
badly burned and the plow works 
of C. H. Curtis caught fire several 
times. 


Some estimates placed the fire 


loss as high as $198,000 and ot 
this figure only $66,900 was cover- 
ed by insurance. 


"ELEGANT" ARCH 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 28. 1880) 


That was an elegant arch erected 
by Remington Warrinor at the 
entrance of the courthouse square 
on Tuesday. 


, 
GAS HOUSE FIRE 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 8, 1SSO) 


—Wednesday moining about four 
o'clock the gas house on Second 
street caught fire and was partial- 
ly destroyed. 


Curbstone Comment, 1880 


WELL WISHES—Jan. 1, 1880—A very pleasant and proper custom 


t is, which is now being generally followed m our city, that of making '-* 
New Year's calls. 
- 
* 
• 
• 
* 


BY JUPITER I—Jan. 8, 1880—Jupiter Pluvious, but It did 


rain last week. 
* 
* 
* 
• 


LADIES, IT'S* PAINLESS—Jan. 8, 1SSO—Will Sussmilch has a 


patent ear piercer, which is a very ingenious contrivance and does the 
work without pain. 
* 
* 
» 
• 


* STREET IMPROVEMENTS—Jan. 8, 1880—Those flat 


stone gutters were the most satisfactory improvements ever 
~ 


made upon our street*. With these gutters completed to the 
river the heavy rains will clear the streets to a certain extent. 


* 
• 
» 
* 


BIRDS OF A FEATHER—Jan. 8, 1880—English sparrows, which 


were imported several years ago to Boston to keep worms from eating 
the trees on the common, have been since that time gradually sprcad- 
ng over the United States, and about two weeks ago the first flock 
arrived in Dixon. 


MONUMENT PLANNED—Jan. 8, 1880—To th«- citl/en* 


of Dixon: The undersigned would respectfully request all clrl- 
* 


zens of Dlvon, who are Milling to assist in forming an organ- 
ization to procure and erect a suitable monument to the mem- 
ory of Father Dixon, to meet at the office fit J. C. Ayros 
Monday evening. John Dement, P. M. Alexander, Oliver Ev- 
erett, Jas. Crawford, David Welty, I. Means. 


* 
* 
* 
* 


AGAINST THE'LAW—A meeting was hfcld Jan. 11, 1880. The 


Telegraph reported, to plan enforcement of the Illinois laws against 
illegal seining of food fish in Rock river. 
* 
* 
» 
* 


SHAME ON ASHTON:—-Ian. 39, 1880—Ashton Is Jo have 
V 


Ten Nights In a Bar Room. 
* 
* * 
* 
' 


NOT FATAL—Feb." 12, 1880—Scarlet fever in our city is becom- 


ing somewhat alarmingly prevalent, although no deaths have occurred. 


* 
• 
* 
* 


PRESS IS BARRED—Feb. 19,1880—There was a soldiers' 


meeting at the Opera House yesterday afternoon, but^as our 
reporter was not admitted we cannot say what busings was 
transacted. 
. 
* * * 


CLOSE ORDER DRILL—Feb. 19, 1880-Dr. J. W. Stevens has ',' 


received a new dental chair. It is an elaborate affair with as much 
machinery as a threshing machine. 
* 
* 
• 
* 
, 


WHO'S IN THE HOOSEGOW?—Mar. 25, 1880—Our 


county Jail Is empty for the first time since It was built. 


* 
* 
• 
* 


APRIL FOOL! !—Apr. 1, ^880—Don't kick a hat from the side- 


walk today unless your shoes are copper-toed. 
* 
* 
* 
• 


THEREBY HANGS A "TAIL"—Aug. 5, 1880—Mrs. Pack- 
~ 


ard's cow switched her tall around a tree, where it caught, 
(, 


and she pulled It off near the roots. 
, 
* • 
• 
• 


$$ FOR UNIVERSITY—Aug. 5, 1880—Gcd. L. Schulcr purchased 


the University building under foreclosure last week. 
* . * 
• 
» 


GRANTS DINE HERE—-Aug. 28, 1880—Gen. Grant and 


Mrs. Grant took dinner at tho Nachusa House yesterday. 
* 
• 
* * 


BOYS WILL BE BOYS—Oct. U, 1880—The bathing suits worn 


by boys along tho river front arc simple and inexpensive. They con- 
sist of a wad of cotton in each car, > 
< ' 
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THANK YOU 


Two short words with a multitude of meaning! We are mere young- 
sters, just one year old, looking forward to many more happy years 
serving the women of Dixon and vicinity. On this, our first anniver- 
sary, we take pleasure in expressing our sincere appreciation to all 
our many friends and patrons who have made our success possible. 
Your response has far exceeded our fondest expectations, and we are 
grateful for the confidence you have given us. In keeping with the 
demand for fine merchandise we are constantly searching the markets 
for the smartest in fashions and styles from the nation's leading style 
centers. Here you will always find nationally advertised names, a few 
of which we have listed for your convenience. If you do not find what 
you are looking for, come in and ask us, and we will do our best to get 
it for. you, whether you buy or not, come in and look around, you will 
find a friendly welcome and courteous service. 


MARGUERITE, HARRY and ROBERT YDE 


Headquarters for Famous Brand Names 


DRESS DEPARTMENT 


FRELICH 
DORSA 
IRENE KAROL 
HENRY ROSENFIELD 
RELOMS 
BARBARA FIELDS 
QUEEN DRESSES 
SACONY DRESSES 
DORIS DODSON 
KATHY THOMPSON 
AMERICAN GOLFER 
CIRILO 
BLOOMFIELD IUNIOR 


LINGERIE DEPARTMENT 


LUXITE 
TOMMIE PAJAMAS 
LADY BERKELY PAJAMAS 
WISPESE GIRDLES 
HOLLYWOOD MAXWELL BRAS 
HOLEPROOF HOSIERY 
ALBA HOSIERY 


MATERNITY 


COATS and SUITS DEPARTMENT 


DONNY BROOK COATS 
DONNY BROOK JUNIORS 
MARGE' SUITS and COATS 
.MARY LANE SUITS and COATS 
FRIEDMONT SUITS 
SACONY SUITS 
HOUSE OF NOVI SUITS and COATS 
COBERT SUITS and COATS 


BLOUSE DEPARTMENT 


• KENRICH - LECHARM 
• YOLANDE - NARDIS 
• RELOMS - TOM BOY 


i 


SWEATERS and SPORTSWEAR 


• STORK DATER 
• INFADORABLE 


NARDIS OF DALLAS 
ROTHLEY SLACKS 
MAGIC SLACKS 
JOYCE SPORTSWEAR 
GANTNER BATHING SUITS 


MARIE BARKER COSMETICS 


ORIGINAL 
LRDIE5 RPPRREL 
NYLONS 
rei®ms 


iWSPAPEXf 
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1881... Telephone 'Apparatus' Arrives 


Flood Rages Through City; 
Homes, Streets Inundated 


A flood raged down the Rock River valley in the spring of 1881. 


eaushig considerable damage and inconvenience. In Dixon it w«, re- 
Srted on April 21 that "the water in the river is nearly two feet higher 
Kan the Wghest water mark registered by the oldest inhabitant, and 


" citizens 


around their doorsteps and facto- 
ries and there was great concern' 
about the safety of the dam and 
bridge. 
Teams of men went to 


work hauling stone to protect the 
north end of the dam and other 
threatened areas. 


Streets Covered 


On April 20 the water covered 


the street and road above the mills 
und two days later it had swept 
'lyerthe street and platform 
\vhict"^o"V«wd the race south of 
the mills at the^ater power." 


On April 21, The Dixon'Tele- 


graph reported: 
"dear's brewery is flooded and 


he has been compelled to clear out 
of the basement. Water street, be- 
low Galena, is covered and on 
Monday, Col. Dement was com- 
pelled to move his horses from the 
stable and on Tuesday he and Mr. 
Parsons procured boats and com- 
menced moving out of his resi- 
dence."Families Flooded Out 


On the north side about 20 fami- 


lies were compelled to leave their 
houses and the flats below Bridge 
street were completely inundated. 
People worked in boats to secure 
their barns, sheds and other out- 
buildings from being carried away 
down the river. 


The water reached a depth of 


two feet over the street at the 
north end of the bridge. 


"IN SPITE OF II 
AND HIGH WATER" 


(Dixon Telegraph, April 28, 


Iggl)—Mrs. Bovey was visit- 
ing at her father, Mr. John 
Clute's 
house, 
during 
the 


freshet last week, when the 
dwelling «as surrounded by 
water, and just for sport tho 
lady went afNhinj; 
on 
the 


front porch. She threw in the 
line and caught a very fine 
bass. 


In the same report on April 21, 


The Dixon Telegraph added: 


"At this writing (Wednesday) it 


is about two and one-half 
feet 


higher than ever before. A boat 
can be rowed from Mr. Pratt's 
residence on the north side, to 
Second street on the south side. 
The north end of the dam and 
wagon bridge are in danger. Resi- 
dents of the north side are cut off 
from the bridge by a strong cur- 
rent of water three feet deep and 
ten rods wide, which they pass 
over in boats." 


Sidelights on the Flood 


Sidelights on the flood which engulfed parts of 


Dixon in 1881 are quoted from The Dixon Telegraph on 
April 21 of that year: 


"Wanted—a boat house. Ours has departed to 


parts unknown . . . The water came within two and a 
half feet of the stringers of the bridge... The ice moved 
out of the river from above the dam on Saturday . . . 
A portion of the apron of the dam on the north side was 
carried out yesterday morning . . . Mr. Higgins, our 
illuminator, lost about 25 barrels 9f oil by the water ... 
Our newly appointed street commissioner, Maj. Watson, 
did a good job when he put the coffer-dam across Bridge 
street yesterday... The flood washed away the railroad 
track on the Northwestern on Monday night, and trains 
have not run west of this city since that time ... It was 
very novel to see merchants selling goods on Tuesday 
evening by candle light. The gas works on Second street 
are submerged . . . Our present water works are en- 
tirely disabled by the high water. Should a fire occur 
we would have to depend entirely on buckets." 


High Water Engulfs Mill 


Mills Reopened; 
Better Than Ever 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 17, 1881) 


—Messrs. Becker & Underwood 
turned on the water and started 
the entire machinery of their im- 
mense flouring mill the other day, 
and were delighted to find that the 
works all ran like clockwork. 


The grinding in the seven-story 


flouring mill is all done with steel 
and porcelain rollers, not a burr, 
or stone, such as were used f ormer- 
y in grinding wheat. 


POLO—ON WHEELS! 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 17, 


1881—George Muchmore, so well 
known by the Dixon Boat club, 
acted as referee in the game of 
polo on roller skates between the 
Chicago and Buffalo clubs last 
week.- 


END OF JOKE 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 
17, 


1881)—The notice in this paper 
last week for a poem on the beau- 
tiful snow was intended as a joke, 
and therefore the poets will please 
call and get their manuscripts. 


A PUN MY WORD! 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 4, 


1881)—Mule oil, we notice is a 
new remedy. It's heeling powers, 
probably. 


Star Gazers 


When the young people of Dixon 


were holding hands and "courting" 
under the stars in the summer of 
1881, they' reported seeing many 
celestial displays. 


The Dixon Telegraph, reporting 


these heavenly fireworks, said: 


"If the astronomers are in sober 


earnest, and do not see double, we 
are lead to believe that comets are 
frisking around our earth with 
spreading tails, like unto cats upon 
a woodshed in moonlight. 


"Three of these long tailed plan- 


ets are now to be seen by gentle- 
men who are fortunate owners of 
telescopes. 


"Lads and lassies of North Dix- 


on still claim to the old peopl". that 
they can yet observe, over the 
back gate, by long, patient and 
quiet research, the comet, which 
created such an excitement a few 
weeks ago. "Mother earth seems to 
be surrounded with these switch- 
tailed erratic.planetary wanderers 
in space." 


ET TU BRUTUS? 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Apr.' 21, 


1881)—Dr. A. B. Cochran of Chi- 
cago is in,our city making pre- 
liminary arrangements for 
the 


preparation of a complete and 
exhaustive history of Lee county. 


Newspaper Ads Reflect 
Pattern of Life in '81 


Advertisements 
appearing 
in 


The Dixon Telegraph in 1881 re- 
flected the pattern of life,in the 
city at that time, indicating peo- 
ple's needs, fashions and whims. 


Advertisers themselves had a 


jargon all their own in those days. 
For instance, I. B. Countryman 
said in his front page advertise- 
ment: 


"Don't You Forget It ... That 


I. B. Countryman is SLAUGHT- 
ERING 
the 
Price 
of 
Ladies' 


Cloaks." 


On the same date, 30 days "pre- 


paratory 
to invoicing," H. J. 


Stephens & Son was offering great 
bargains for "cash only" in deco- 
rated china sets and glass lamps. 


Stettauer Bros, were offering 


"an immense line of cloaks and 
dolmans." 


John Hess, Soliciting Agent in 


Dixon, was advertising the great 
Iowa land boom in the same year. 
He reminded readers that "pros- 
perity has returned at last, the 
people of Iowa are in their glory 
for everything is booming and now 
is the best time to buy land, as you 
are sure to be able to pay for it; 
grain and produce of all kinds are 
bringing in a good price." 


G. L. Schuler, who was operat- 


ing the "Old Pennsylvania Store" 
in 1880, declared that he had "spe- 
cial bargains in notions of all 
kinds," and "something new in 
corsets." 


Kelly & Son advertised that a 


Dixon woman had been able to buy 
a piano on the money she had sav- 
ed by purchasing her groceries at 
Kelly's store. 


E. P. Russ advertised "artiticial 


teeth" made at "prices to suit the 
times." 


Miniature Headlines, 1881 


HACK LINE—Jan. 6, 1881—B. F. Miller has started a new hack 


line to all trains. 
* 
* 
* 
* 


LOOK OUT, GIRLS—Jan. 6, 1881—Kagle Plcin won the 


cutter put up by Adams & Davies. Look a little out, now, 
girls. 
* 
* 
* 
* 


WHEN A WOLF WAS A WOLF—Jan. 13, 1881—Every few days 


some farmer from along the river brings the remains of a wolf into 
town. Then his wagon is the center of attraction for an hour or so. 


« 
* 
* 
» 


WEATHER IS POSTPONED—Jan. 27, 1881—The Janu- 


ary thaw has been postponed until February on account of the 
weather. 


« 
* 
* 
* 


TOSNEY WINS $5—Jan. 27, 1881—Jake Wingert and Tosncy had 


a race last week from Dixon to Sterling; stakes five dollars. Win- 
gerfs horse fell down at Rock Falls and Tosney got there first. 


* 
» 
* 
» 


NO EXCUSE—Jan. 27, 1881—No, young man. Silk em- 


broidered hose are no excuse for tipping- the cutter over and 
the young ladles into a enow bank. (This item was in reply 
to a letter.) 
* 
• 
• 
» 


IT'S A MAN'S WORLD—Feb. 17, 1881—By a census bulletin re- 


ceived from Washington, we learn that Lee county has just 27,494 
inhabitants, including 64 colored people, 
than females in this county. 


There are 940 more males 


FAME!—Mar. 3, 1881—The New York Daily Graphic of 


Feb. 23 devote* nearly'a page to Dixon, with pictures of tho 
school house, opera house, John Dement's flax mill, Orvis Plow 
company and Beclcer & Underwood's new flour mill. 


» 
* 
* 
» 


WEATHER IGNORES CALENDAR—Mar. 3, 1881—Spring has 


come—P. S. We are having the biggest storm of the year and the 
roads are all blockaded. No mails. 


New Device Is Described 
As "Lazy Man's Friend" 


The word "hello" took on a new meaning in Dixon in 1881. 
It 


became the invitation from one person to another several blocks or 
miles away "to start the conversation." 


It was on July 14, 1881, that The Dixon Telegraph announced: 
"The telephone apparatus has arrived in our city." 
Alert to the dawn of a new era, the newspaper was quick to infor.1) 


its readers on the uses of this new 
— 


gadget and the proper etiquette 
for this "lazy man's friend." 


Two weeks after the first tele- 


phone arrived here, a central office 
of the telephone exchange was lo- 
cated in the Western Union tele- 
graph office with the operator, 
Mr. Gaffney, as manager. 


"Like a Bridal Veil" 


On July 28, The Dixon Tele- 


graph reported: 


"The poles are being located for 


the telephone wires that shall soon 
lace the city of Dixon like unto a 
bridal veil from depot to factory, 
and from grocery store to kitchen, 
and ere another week passes this 
lazy man's friend will be in full 
operation." 


By August 25 of the same year, 


the Central Telephone Company 
had 44 telephones in operation in 
the city. Miss Leona Mead was the 
day operator and 
John 
Mattox 


worked at the central office at 
night. 


This central office was located 


next to The Dixon Telegraph of- 
fices, and on that date, the editor 
said in his newspaper: 


"What's Wanted?" 


"The system was In working or- 


der yesterday, and all day long we 
could hear from the central room, 
which is next to our office, the 
dropping of the shutters from the 
numbers, and the 'hello,' 'What's 
Wanted?' 'All right,' 'Go ahead1 of 
the operator. 


"As it is a lady's pleasant voice, 


it is all right; were it a man's 
we would want a thicker partitirj, 
between us, or the man shot b* 
fore the week's out. A sonorous 
bell will awaken the night opera- 
tor, who has a bed in the room." 


For those who knew little or 


nothing of the new "apparatus," 
the editor stated: 


"Leave your car trumpet hang- 


ing until you have rung and re- 
ceived an answer from the cen- 
tral office. Tell them whom you 
wish to be connected with, a:3, 
when through, ring them to dis- 
connect you," 


When The Dixon Telegraph was 


among the first to have a tele- 
phone installed, the number as- 
signed 
to the newspaper 
was 


"Number 5," which was retained 
for almost 70 years, 
until dial 


phones were installed in the city. 


Snowbound Travelers 
Form Shooting Club 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 10, 


1881)—During the snow blockade 
a party of 20 commercial travelers 
were quartered at the Waverly 
House and it is safe to say that 
a more jovial crowd could not be 
got together. 


The time was pleasantly passed 


with jokes, stories and various 
amusements. On Saturday they 
organized themselves into a shoot- 
ing association under the name of 
"Snowed-in Club." 


STAMP COLLECTOR 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 6, 1881) 


—Our post office was entered by 
burglars Friday night and robbed 
of about $180 in stamps. 


FLAX MILL REOPENS 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, • Apr. 
28, 


1881)—Col. Dement commenced 
Operations in his flax mill on Mon- 
day, to the great joy of all con- 
cerned. 


FROM THE BEGINNING 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 19, 


—Evans Adrian, who has been a 
subscriber to The Telegraph 30 
years and one month, called on us 
yesterday and paid three years in 
advance. 


GEN. 
STILES DIES 


On Sept. 1, 1881, The Telegraph 


reported the death of Gen. E. B. 
Stiles of Dixon and Chicago, who 
became a large grain speculator 
in the Chicago markets. 
-1 


PRESIDENT GARFIELD SHOT! 


The Telegraph, on July 7, re- 


ported the shooting of President 
James A. Garfield, who was shot 
July 2, 1881. Bulletins were printed 
and issued from the office. Gar- 
field died Sept. 19, and The Tele- 
graph appeared in mourning. 


WELL, ALMOST 
* . 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Aug. ^, 


1881)—Blackberries 
are ripe; 


nearly. 


L 


STEAKS - CHOPS - SEA FOODS - CHICKEN DINNERS 


SPECIAL BLUE PLATE LUNCHES EVERY DAY 


SANDWICHES OF ALL KINDS 


We are not a hundred years old, but in the short time we have been catering to 
the people of this community the response to this modern dining spot has far ex* 
ceeded our wildest expectations and to all we express our sincere thanks. Your 
dining pleasure is always our chief concern and we will continue to serve 
delicious, nutritious meals with meticulous care and attention. 


OPEN DAILY »11:00 A. M. TO 12:00 MIDNIGHT, INCLUDING SUNDAY 


THE 
TOWN 
HOUSE 


117 GALENA AVENUE - 
—:— 
DDCON, ILLINOIS 


"The Best Foods 
at the Best Prices" 


1947 
1951 
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115 HENNEPIN AVENUE 
— 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


We're Celebrating Our Anniversary Too, —Our Second! 


Pictured,at Top—left 


Our Sheet Music and 
Instrument Department 


Featuring a complete stock of nationally 
known band and orchestra instruments such 
as Olds, Buescher and Selmer. An excellent 
display of Scandalli accordions, new and 
used. A full line of accessories. Guitars, 
Banjos, Ukes, Mandolins, Amplifiers, etc., 
and everything in popular and classic sheet 
music. 


Picfure'd erf Top—Ri 
• 


Television 


and Radio Department 


We now have the famous Stromberg Carlson 
Television sets in table models and floor 
models with 17, 19, and 24 inch screens. 
Come hi and see a set in operation. We also 
carry a wide selection of record players and 
radio combinations. 


1949 


We Are Proud To Be 


Keeping in Tune 


With Dixon 


And we hope to be here for a good many 
more yean bringing pleasure to the music 
lovers of Dixon and vicinity. Music is our 
business and it has been a real pleasure 
Berving our many friends, young and old. 
To the Dixon Evening Telegraph we offer 
a "musical salute on the achievement of 
their 100th anniversary. 


STOP IN, AND 
LOOK AROUND 


See the wonderful display of accordions in 
a wide range of sizes and prices from fifty 
dollars to four hundred, all guaranteed in 
first class condition. At Westgor's you will 
also find an unusually fine display of re- 
conditioned saxophones as low as ninety- 
five dollars. While you are about it, step 
over to the organo and play a note or two, 
you will be amazed as everyone is, who has 
not experienced the thrill it affords. If 
there is anything in' the music line yon 
desire, Westgor's is the place to go . . . if 
they don't have, they will get it for you. 


MRS. WESTGOR SEATED AT THE PIANO EQUIPPED WITH THE SENSATIONAL "ORGANO". 


STANDING, GENE BLAKE, ELECTRICIAN, AND ORVILLE WESTGOR, PROPRIETOR. 
1951 


Grade School Section of the Dixon Public School Instrumental Music 
Names. 


Loraine Bowman, Walter White, Barbara Langan, Margaret Schultheis, Betty 
Frerichs, John Pearson, Lona McCardle, Yvonne Eades, Vemon Distin, Comne Mc- 
Connaughay, Barbara Moore, Chandler Matthews, Arthur Kreiteer, Chas. Christen- 
son, Vincent Butt, Elisabeth Hoover, Robert Wirth, Harry Sigel, Ervalee Weed, 
Alberta Hannekin. Evelyn Hinds, Jean Carkhulf, Arthur Hortori, Vivian Lee Kirley, 
Ronald Klemmedson, Martha Ann McNichols, Ann Chapman, Ann Beanblossom, 
Beverly Billinger, Russell Beyers, Arthur Bonadurer, Alice Schmidt, George Byerhott, 
Royal Youngblood, Donald Andrew, Marvin Kennaugh, Durward'Hanchette, Donald 


**' WeStg°r' «« 
r. Listed Below Are the 


Teanguenot, Robert Eschelman, Tom Brevitt, Pauline Hart, Jerry Vick, Jack Leer, 
Richard Helms, Jimmy McLain, Harold France, Elwood Schmidt, Herbert Hoover, 
David Crawford, Calvin Bacon, Francis Bartholomew, Mary Lois Greenwood, Bonnie 
Schuler, Charles Sykes, Virginia Bryant, Gordon Rutt, Ronald Keller, Ronald Cun- 
ningham, David Livingston, James Reiter, Beverly Nelles, Jane,t Shaw, John Woody- 
att. Jack Hackett, Carroll Schumacher, Robert SprouL Lavond Albright, Dement 
Dysart, Kenneth Schryver, Milo Cecchetti, Kenneth Biggs, David Moore, Lemon For- 
eman, Donna Clare McCardle. 
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1882.. .New College Forwards Learning 


Officer's 
Pay Continues 


As Editor Waxes Wroth 


One of the stalwarts of Dixon 


during the 1880s, and a person 
who caused thieves, tramps and 
other light-fingered gentry 
to 


reckon twice ere they practiced 
their trade in the city—was W. H. 
Woodyatt, who enforced law and 
order in these parts. 


In the perilous times of the day 


the city was infested with tramps, 
xvho boldly entered the residences 
of the day, laying hands on any- 
thing they could find, and, terrify- 
ing the women. 


In the business district, they oft- 


en, under cover of darkness, broke 
into the various business establish- 


spiriting away whatever 


i and food they could find. 


^Gathered at "Jungle" 


Often as,many as 25 gathered 


at a "hobo";jungle",.in the woods 
near the railroad, from where they 
went out on raids to furnish pro- 
visions for their nomadic camp. 
Sometimes they gathered at the 
town's railway depots, where they 
told questioners that they were 
"looking for work." 


It was the duty of City Marshal 


Woodyatt to keep these hungry 
and thirsty characters at arm's 
length from the premises and prop- 
ery of city residents. And with 
the cooperation of the city coun- 
cil, Dixon soon became a terror 
for the early-day victims of the 
wanderlust. 


The city began by ordering a 


supply of balls and chains. When 
one of the vagrants made a mis- 
step he was unceremoniously stak- 
ed out on the city streets and there 
set to work in the street improve- 
ment program. 


Nightmare to "Knights" 


Although Dixon soon became a 


nightmare to the knights of the 
road, tliere still were many who 
committed the blunder of stopping 
in the city to forage for their 
food and drink—and often the 
sturdy Marshal Woodyatt's repu- 
tation for toughness had not pre- 
ceded him. 


During one of his reconnais- 


sances, the marshal found a stolen 
coat on a seat at the North West- 
ern depot Surmising that the 
thief would return for it, the mar 
shall took a seat and waited. Soon 
the thief returned for the coat. 


In the resulting arrest, the mar 


shal pulled his gun, shooting him 
self through the hand in a tussle, 


whereupon the tramp fled. He was 
aught, however, and put to work 
n the city streets. 


Editor Hear* Rumor 


When it was rumored in March, 
882, that the city council would 
eek to reduce the sturdy mar- 
ihal's salary, the indignation of 
The Telegraph editor knew no 
ounds. Summoning a just wrath 
o his editorial pen, he said on 
larch 30. 1882: 


'It is rumored that there will 


e a motion presented to the board 
f aldermen of our city to reduce 
he salary of the city marshal, W. 
I. Woodyatt. 


We hope there is no foundation 


o the rumor, though it comes 
rom a reliable source. If this is 
rue. then his salary of $60 a 
lonth is too small. Hardly a week 
asses when he does not arrest 
ome fellow whom it is worth a 
man's life, to say nothing of the 
alary he receives, to handle. 


Subdues Howdy 


"Only last week he took a knife 


rom a drunken rowdy at great 
anger to his own life. It is but 
short time since he, in the night, 
edged a slung shot and arrested 


rough, who would have killed 


im, only for the officer's intrepid 
aring and quick action." 
The city fathers apparently de- 
ided to practice their economy 
pon some other item of the budget 
ban Marshal Woodyatt's salary, 
or after their next meeting the 
ditor said that the rumored pro- 
iosal was not even mentioned. 


COUNTY ELECTIONS 


Lee county 
election 
results, 


Nov 7, 1882 were as follows: 
county judge, R. 
S. Farrand; 


county clerk, Chas. H. Gardner; 
iheriff, Isaac Edwards; coroner, 
Tohn C. Church; treasurer, Josiah 
Little; superintendent of schools, 
S. J. Howe; circuit clerk, Ira W. 
L«wis; and surveyor, Henry E. 
Wylie. 


500 BARRELS PER DAY 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, Sept. 14, 


1882)—Becker & Underwood are 
now manufacturing 500 barrels of 
flour per day, requiring over 30 
carloads of wheat each week. 


STAGE HIT IN 1882 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 2, 1882) 


—Ten Nights in a Bar Room at 
Opera House, tomorrow evening. 


Street Corner Topics 


TRAVEL IS BROADENING—AND CHEAP—Jan. 19, 1882— 


The Illinois Central railroad is now offering unusual inducements to 
>eople who wish to travel through the South. That company is 
selling round trip tickets to New Orleans from Dixon for $20. 


* 
t 
» 


NOT SO "WILDE"—Feb. 28, 1832—The good people of 


Rockford will tamely listen to Oscar Wilde. 
. 
. 
. 


CONCERT AND CORN—Feb. 23, 1882—The Farmers Cornet 


Band will give an entertainment at the Opera House March 3. They 
play 'Ten Nights in a Bar Room," as part of the programme. 
* 
. 
* 


"TOO UTTERLY UTTER"—March 80, 1888—Ad vt. 


"Aesthetic! Those chamber sets at Countryman'* In the Dun- 
can, Nymphia, Essex and Faisan styles are simply too 
utterly utter!" 
. 
* * 


PROBABLY HATES TOAST—March 2, 1882—if Is denied as 


eported, that the King of Shantee has, as a regular diet, roasted 
girls on toast for breakfast. * 
* 
* 


A STAR IS BORN—March 9,—1882—Adelaido-Cherie, 


who is the star in "Only a Farmer's Daughter," Friday 
evening next, was formerly a resident of Dixon—Mrs. 
Greenfield. 
* 
» 
• 


BAND CONCERT—The Edsonville band, of South Dixon, gave 


L vocal and instrumental concert at the South Dixon church March 
.8, 1882. 
* 
• 
• 


WHEELS A-ROLLIN'—March 16, 1882—A roller skat- 


Ing rink has been started at the Nachusa House. Skat- 
Ing tonight. 
* 
* 
* 


FAMOUS BANDIT KILLED—The Telegraph reported the death 


by shooting of Jesse James, notorious outlaw, on April 3, 1882. 
, 
* 
. » 


BEWARE OF SWINDLERS—Sept. 14, 1882—The coun- 


try Is full of lightning rod swindlers; be on your guard. 
Patronize home manufacture. 


* 
» 
* 


SEES JERSEY LILY—The Telegraph reported Nov. 2, 1882, 


that Thomas J. McBride, a former Dixon resident, had bought a 
box for 550 for the first performance of Lily Langtry, "The Jer- 
sey Lily," in New York. 
* 
• 
» 


"COMMENDABLE IMPROVEMENT"—Nov. 9, 1882— 


The new road and street recently opened at the end of 
Second street leading out of our city to the Grand Detour 
road, Is one of the most commendable Improvements that 
has been made for our cJty this season. 


» 
» 
• 


STREETCARS ON THE WAY—Nov. 16, 1882—Uriah Stroup 


has added to his omnibus line a Herdic. Herdics are harbingers of 
street cars, and generally come only a short time before them. 


* 
» 
* 


APPLE FOR TEACHER—.Tan. 6, 1882—Miss .Tennle 


Brown of South Dixon was the recipient of a very nice present 
from her scholars of the Dysart school, In China. The "Re- 
porter" says that her school Is one of the most interesting of 
the rural schools of the count}-. 


1911 
1951 


FORTY YEARS 


Maintaining One of America's 
Highest Traditions 


THERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT 


WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS . . . 


Flowers Bring Messages of 


* Happiness 
* Understanding 


* Love 
* Sympathy 


Say It With Flowers 


"CONTENTED PATRONS" ... was the goal set forth by the 


founder of this business some forty years ago. Today 


we feel as though this tradition handed down 


to us has been achieved 


so do bur intentions to serve you: 


as Dixon grows and prospers- 


Northern Illinois Normal School 


Alma mater for many outstanding lawyers, doctors, merchants and teachers 


was the Northern Illinois Normal School and Dixon Business College, commonly 
called "Dixon College," which opened in 1881. 
The main building was completed 


in west Dixon during the term of 1882-83, and additions were completed .later. 
Dixon College was closed more than 30 years ago. 


Dame Fashion Says, 
'Fichus and Jabots9 


*• 
"Fichus"—described as 


"a kind of ornamen- 
tal three-cornered cape 
worn by women" and 
"jabots" 
(a trimming 


of lace worn by women 
down the dress front)— 
were, "all the rage" of 
fashion in 1882, accord- 
ing to an article printed 
in The Dixon Telegraph 
for milady on April 13, 
1882: 


"Fashion Notes—New 


ruches for the throat 
imitate Medici fraise. 
Fichus, jabots and large 
collarettes grow in pop- 
ularity. 
Tinted mulls 


will not be so fashiona- 
ble as cream and white. 
Dotted and plain mulls 
are again* brought out 
this season. Kilt pleat- 
ings and tucks in clus- 
ters, shirrings and puffs all appear on spring costumes. 


•"The large poke Dunstable and Directoire bonnets 


will be worn tip-tilted far forward on the head. Furry 
felt, plain felt, and plush bonnets will be worn until 
the spring millinery is opened. All fashionable coif- 
fures are arranged low in the back. In front they are 
waved or crimped, but close to the head. 


"Bridal veils are of the tulle and must be three 


and a half yards long, covering the face in front and 
hanging almost to the bottom of the train. Petti- 
coats are-profusely trimmed with needlework flowers, 
resembling the needle-wrought bands that border the 
new nun's veilings, ginghams and batistes. 


"At a recent fashionable ball given in -New York, 


the majority of the young ladies wore black dresses 
with very short sleeves and very long black gloves. It 
is permissible for .young girls to wear very small dia- 
monds, earrings and a small diamond cross around 
the neck suspended from a double strand of small 
pearls. Similar bracelets may be worn on the arms." 


". . . OB FOR SNAKE BITES" 
-Thomas Roberts of this city has 
now on hand 15 barrels of choice 
wine of his own manufacture. Per- 
sons desiring wine in case of sick- 
ness can be sure of procuring of 
him the pure article well matured 
by age. 


GROCERY PRICES, 1882 


E. L. Dirm'ck, advertising in The 


Telegraph 
in 
September, 1882. 


offered 13 pounds of rice for 51.00; 
25 bars of Best German Soap at 
$1.00; 3-pound canned 
peaches, 


17 cents; 7 pounds of Fancy Rio 
Coffee at 51.00. 


Lyceums Provide 
Winter Courses 


People who wished to be "in 


the know" in the 1880s joined the 
popular lyceums that were of- 
fered as winter entertainment. 


One lyceum was reported in the 


Dixon Telegraph early in 1882: 


"The Lyceum is again organized 


for the winter, and although it is 
nominally conducted under the 
auspices of the M. E. church, yet 
the people of any denomination 
will find a warm welcome. 


"We understand that Mr. Eugene 


Plnckney continues as president, 
and will be aided by a complete 
executive committee. The next 
meeting will be Monday evening 
at the residence of Mrs. S. S. 
Dodge. 


"It is the purpose of the Lyceum 


to inaugurate a series of studies 
for the winter, which shall be con- 
setvative, and to vary these exer- 
cises with others of a humorous 
character. 
Good music will be 


enjoyed. 
The 'young folks and 


old folks are invited and expected." 


Many Happy Couples 
Wed During Holidays 


The editor of the Dixon Tele- 


graph reported on January 5, 1882 
that "the following long list indi- 
cates that the holidays are a good 
season for the marriage 'noose.'" 


His 'noose' items of that date 


includes the names of those who 
had received licenses to wed: 


Wm. H.- Bebbett 
and 
Anna 


Oleson; Daniel C. Leake and Mary 
Mosclcy; 
John 
Thompson 
and 


Martha G. Gunderson; Daniel Abell 
and Harriet A. Kenmer; Marcus 
Brown and Jessife Jones; Conrad 
King and Mattie 
M. Klnnear; 


Willie Town and Idella McCrary; 
Tobias Krachler and Alice Jones; 
Samuel P. Hall and Carrie Henry; 
Charles A. Kind and Rena E. Ford; 
Peter C. Nelson and Johannah M. 
Rassmenson; Henry Johnson and 
Matilda Larison; Sprowel Norton 
and Johannah 
Hicks; 
William 


Hunter and Jennie Ong; Daniel J. 
Fane and E. Mary Keane; Charles 
Sweitzer and Julia J. 
Clapper: 


Frank 
B. 
Keller 
and Adella 


Avery; Charles E. Minning and 
Sarah E. Reitz; Wm. J. Thomas 
and Anna R. Clutz; Peter Black- 


I. B. Dille 
Opens School 


In 1881 a handsome young man 


came to Dixon with his father-in- 
law, John C. Flint. Thia youtli was 
J. B. Dille, fresh from college at 
Valparaiso, Ind., and possessed 
with an idea of founding a college 
here. 
• 


Dille disguised his youthful ap- 


pearance as best he could by grow- 
ing a beard, and went ahead with 
his plans until they took form on 
August 26, 1881, when-the first 
class was held in a rented building 
at Bluff Park. 


It was in 1882. however, that 


this young man, aided by his fath- 
er-in-law, saw his idea flourish 
and buildings were constructed 
with funds raised in Dixon and 9 
vicinity by subscribing to scholar- 
ships. 


On January 26, 1882, The Dixon 


Telegraph reported that: "Dixon 
College has a splendid boom, start- 
ing this term with over 250 stu- 
dents." 


New Buildings 


The new buildings, started on 


May 1, 1882, were opened'for the 
second term of 1882-83. The costs - 
were: Real estate. $3,750; build-'• 
ings, $29,700; steam and 
gas, 


54,350; well and cisterns, 5250; 
pianos, furniture fixtures, $3.500— 
for a total of $41,550. 


The new institution opened as 


"Northern Illinois Normal School 
and Dixon Business College," but 
was familiarly known as "Dixon 
College." 


By August of 1883, 
Messrs. 


Flint and Dille were making prep- 
arations to build a north wing toS 
the college building. In September 
of the same year, "the ladies de- 
partment" of the college was com- 
pleted. 


J. B. Dille was the father of 


John Flint Dille, who now lives 
in Evanston and owns the National 
Newspaper Service, which syndi- 
cates special newspaper features. 


Dixon College, although it closed 


more than 30 years ago, made an 
outstanding contribution to society • 
by turning out men and women' 
who made notable successes of 
their lives through the education 
received here. For many years re- 
unions were held annually and 
among those who claimed Dixon 
College as their alma mater are 
the names of many outstanding 
lawyers, doctors, merchants and 
teachers. 


Holiday Celebration 


The Fourth of July in Dixon 


vas celebrated by several 
boat 


aces on the river, a number of 
walking contests and 
firemen's 


aces. 
The members of the 
various 


lubs and a number of citizens 
gathered at the Nachusa House 
o award prizes and hold a recep- | 
Uon. In the boat contests, there 
cere held a skiff race, Junior sin- 
gle sculls, handicap race, four- 
mred shell, senior 
single scull, 


weepstakes race and the Dixon 
egatta. 
Many clubs attended 


rom out of town. 


burn and Ellen Morrisey; Patrick 
Norton and Catherine Kine; Law- 
rence Dempsey and Rosa Lannan; 
iobert Colo and Matilda Hinton; I 
Byron Haldren and Kate Terhue; 
Varren D. Dysart and Alace M. 
VVertman; Isaac N. Perry and 
Jennie Little; Martin Thelss and 
Anna M. Thelss; George Lonergan 
and Margaret 
Nagle; Wm. B. 


Burnes and Louise H. Stiltz. 


DIXON FLORAL CO, 


MARY A. MALAY 
LEO J. GORMAN 


117 W. First Street 
Dial 3-8701 
Dixon, Illinois 


We've A Great Respect 


For Age 


and 


1948 - 


SELF SERVICE LAUNDRY, 
one of Dixon's newest busi- 
nesses, is growing because its 
service fulfills a definite need 
, . . rescuing its" patrons from 
washday drudgery, and saving 
them TIME, LABOR, WEAR 
and MONEY! 


. . . that's the reason xve're in busine'ss. We 
make it easy-on the elderly and keep the 
young from growing old! How Grandma would 
have scoffed had she been told that a wash- 
day could be only thirty minutes long! Self 
Service Laundry proves it every day, 
Grandma herself Is one of our patrons 
along with daughter and granddaughter 


and even Pop- 


Mrs. Dixon. Illinois, toys: 
"Self Service Laundry has 
changed mother's GOOD 
OLD DATS to my good 
NEW days!" 


Picfc-TJp and Delivery Service....Dry!nK Service by Appoint- 


ment Only. Save on Your Dry Cleaning Here- 


Shirts Finished 


CHICAGO AVE. 


SELF-SERVICE LAUNDRY 


506 CHICAGO AVE. 
PHONE 2-9551 


Huff & Puff 


(Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 13. 1882) 


—Great effort seems to be expe- 
rienced lately by engines on the 
Illinois Central in ascending the 
grade with their unusually long 
.rains north of the city, owing, no 
doubt, to the increased business of 
.hat road. Frequently several at- 
:empts are made before they are 
enabled to go on with their loads. 


Hazelwood Estate 
Saved by Baby 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 5. 1882) 


—The Governor Charters mansion 
caught fire on Saturday night, and 
came near being destroyed. When 
the smoke filled the rooms the 
coughing of a baby in the house 
awakened the 
people and the 


flames 
were 
extinguished. 
It . 


caught from a fireplace and burn- > 
ing through the floor, had got quite 
a start in the basement. So the 
time-honored mansion at Hazel- 
wood was saved by a baby. 


HARBINGERS OF SPRINO 


—Those inevitable harbingers ot 
spring, the hand-organ with ac- 
companiments 
of 
Italian 
and 


monkey, arc with us. 


DOGS CREATE RUMPUS 
» 


— George Berkley's bull dog chaw- 
ed up Noseworthy's pup the other 
day. This is the only fight the 
people of North Dixon have bad 
this year. 


FAMOUS FISHERMAN 


—Ike Bnrr, our one-armed fisher- 
man, hud on our streets yesterday 
four catfish that averaged 45 
pounds apiece. 
« 
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LAWTON BROTHERS DAIRY PRODUCTS SINCE 1937 


EDWARD ? LAWTON 


Co-Parfner 


Pictured here is the original Lawton Dairy built in 1937 on the Lawton farm in 
Palmyra Township. Standing bjr their first-truck is Fred Lawton and his nephew, 
Edward Lawton, Junior. In 1941, the company opened their first downtown store at 
315 First Street with, a full line of dairy products and dressed poultry. 


1937 - 1951 


SERVING DIXON FOR 


13 YEARS 


WITH HEALTH GIVING 


DAIRY PRODUCTS 


FRED LAWTON 


Co-Parfner 


,. 
. 
, 


Hero is a view of one of the modern, stainless steel automatic milking machines m 
operation on one of the many Grade A Dairy Farms supplying milk to Lawton 
Brothers Dairy. All milk delivered to the dairy is immediately cooled in refrigerated 
coolers and transported .in safe, insulated trucks. 


Look for this attractive paper carton con- 
taining Lawton's safe, pasteurized and 
homogenized milk in all the leading groc- 
ers in Dixon and vicinity. . 


Above photograph shows the intake department where all Grade A1 Milk is inspected 
for quality and then weighed and tested for butterfat content. From the time the 
milk enters the plant until the bottle is opened on your table the milk is never exposed 
to the air or touched by human hands, thus guaranteeing freshness. 


dairy products. 


•Her* la the modern, atainlewi at««l pwteuittinff plant «nd Le» Brown, dairy worker, 
checking the recording thermometer to Inmre the correct temperature of the pasteur- 
izer. All Lawton.Brother* Dairy producta are processed in similar stainless steel 
equipment to insure, clean, sanitary, pure milk and other products. 


This modern Dairy Ear was remodeled and opened in 1947 in a new addition to th« 
present plant. The building is entirely air conditioned, the modern equipment is kept 
spotless and immaculate at all times and the Dairy Bar has become one of Dixon • 
most popular eating spots and dairy stores. 


Showing the interior of the dairy bar with the modern booths and counters. Thousands 
of people have enjoyed Lawton's delicious ice cream and tasty snacks. Here also, is 
the retail outlet for Lawton's Jcc Cream, Milk and other nutritious and health giving 
dairy products. 


NEWSPAPER! 


. 
. 
. 


In 1950. Lawton Brothers started the manufacture of their own ice cream and her* 
is Dennis Lawton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lawton, about to consume a super 
cone of Lawton's famous vanilla ice cream. Under his arm, ready to take home, la on» 
of Lawton's economical half gallon cartons of delicious Chocolate Ice Cream. 
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Letters Cost 2c 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 4, 1883) 


1 —Only two cents postage on a 
letter! What could our economical 
and hardworking forefather! and 
food grandmothers and, indeed, 
people of a later generation who 
paid 25 cents for a letter, say to 
this great liberality on the part of 
Uncle SamueL Let's celebrate next 
Fourth. We can save enough on 
postage to buy several sky-rock- 
et*. 


_WMB FOB-WATER WORKS__ 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 4, 1883) 


—On last Monday one thousand 
ton* of iron pipe was shipped for 
the waterworks of this city. 


City Mourns 
John Dement 


The Telegraph reported the 


death Jan. 17. 1883, of Col. John 
Dement. The Telegraph was in 
mourning the following week. 
• • • 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 1, 1883) 


—Among the letters of condolence 
received by Mrs. Dement, on 
account of the death of her hus- 
band, Col. John Dement, was one 
from Jefferson Davis, President of 
the late Southern Confederacy. 


CIRCULATION BOOMS 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 11, 1883) 


—We issued over 500 extra copies 
of The Telegraph this week. 


Daring Robbery 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 15, 


Ig83)—A daring robbery was com- 
mitted at the North-Western de- 
pot about three o'clock this morn- 
ing. The United States mailbag 
which was being transferred from 
the Illinois Central to the eastern 
bound Northwestern train, was 
stolen from the depot waiting 
room while the mail carrier was 
engaged in some other matters. 


STRANGE CONTRAPTION 
(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 12, 


1883)—A steam wagon—a sort of 
a propeller for wagons or plows— 
or something of that sort, passed 
down our streets yesterday. 


President Arthur 
Disappoints Many 


(Dlxon Telegraph, Aug. 9. 1883) 


—A large crowd of people gather- 
ed at the Northwestern depot last 
Friday afternoon with- the expec- 
tation of seeing President Arthur 
as he passed through this place 
on his way to Yellowstone Park, 
but were disappointed as the train 
did not stop; and neither sight of, 
or salutation from the President 
was obtained. 


BEER AND WATER 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Aug. 
30, 


1883)—The contractors are break- 
ing ground above Clear's brewery 
for the new waterworks. 


Chicago Firm Opens 
Stone Quarry Here 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 15,1883) 


—A Chicago party was here last 
week to purchase a steamboat 
landing on the river bank above 
the mills, where they will build 
docks >and erect derricks for un- 
loading stone from barges. 


The party has purchased 14 


acres of land near the mouth of 
Pine Creek, which Is found, upon 
test, to be an excellent building 
stone. 


The company will open the 


quarry and ship the stone by 
steamers to Dixon where it will be 
distributed to the various cities 
by rail. 


CHARLES C. 


HINTZ 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


.' i 


Charles C. Hintz, respected member of the photographic profession 
In-Illinois whose studio Is the photographic center of Dixon, almost 
became a jeweler. Two men, one a photographer, the other A jeweler, 
had offered him apprenticeships and only the influence of his former 
art teacher In school led him to take the studio position. His training 
completed, Mr. Hintz purchased the Dachsteiner Studio in Dixon, 
re-naming it the Hintz Studio, and ever since has been most active 
in the life of the community. 


Member of the Photographers' Association of 
America, he was one of the Illinois Photographers' 
Association founders and is at present a board 
member, having held all the offices in the state 
association. His portraiture has brought him fre- 
quent recognitions hi state and national exhibitions. 
Believing that a photographer owes a definite re- 
sponsibility to his fellow citizens and can only 
portray them accurately through personal ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Hintz devotes much time to civic 
affairs, just one example being his record of 
twenty-eight years as superintendent of Dixon's 
large Methodist Sunday School. In 1937, purchas- 
ing a building across the street from his original 
location, he remodeled and equipped it so that today 
he stands ready to provide every photographic 
service. 


.Reprinted from 
'WHO'S WHO in 
American Portrait 
Photography" 


TKe above biographical sketch was neces- 
sarily brief, so I would like to add a few 
words. I would like publicly to thank my 
wife for the invaluable assistance she has 
given me in the 47 years I have been in busi- 
ness. I also wish to express my appreciation 
of my staff, some of whom have been with 
me as long as 30 years. 


Only 
294 of more them 15,000 


American portrait photographers 


were chosen for inclusion in this 
"blue ribbon" edition. 


I want to thank you, the people of Dixon and community, for 
the patronage that has made it possible for us to give you ever 
better portraits, commercial photos, colored photographs, picture 
framing, cameras, photostats and enlarged photographs. 


In some cases, we have served three generations of the same 
family; for other persons, it may be their first call. But each 
customer, whether a new or old patron, is a fresh challenge to 
offer the finest in modern photography. 


HINTZ STUDIO 


and CAMERA SHOP 


112 E. FIRST STREET 


1904 


PHONE 4-9431 


1 9 5 1 


Hearts & Flowers 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, Feb. 
23, 


1883)—John H. Cropsey ploughed 
several days of last week. He did 
not plow just for the purpose of 
telling his grandchildren in some 
future years that he did plow on 
Valentine's day, but simply be- 
cause the plowing was good, and 
furthermore he enjoys plowing in 
nice, warm weather when the 
ground is in excellent condition. . 


He is a good farmer and Knows 


when to plow and when not to 
plough. He will probably be mad 
as a March hare because we have 
made so much ado about a little 
matter of the most common sort 
of farm work, but we can't help it. 
The Telegraph must have local 
items. 
Wind Storm Does 
County Damage 


(Dixon Telegraph, May 10,1883) 


—A terrific wind and hail storm 
passed over the south part ot this 
county and Whiteside yesterday 
afternoon, killing several people 
and doing much damage to proper- 
ty. 


As we go to press this morning 


the telegraph wires are all down 
and we are unable to procure any 
satisfactory accounts from the 
scenes of the disaster. 
Lantern Slides 
Shown in Dixon 


"(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 11,1883) 


—Dixon is to have a new source 
of 
entertainment next whiter. 


Three of our enterprising young 
men, 
Messrs. Scudder, Webster 


and Lloyd, have organized under 
state law an "Illustrated Lecture 
Association." This style of enter- 
tainment is becoming popular in 
the East, and Dixon will not be 
behind in such matters. 


Foreign 
places 
of 
interest, 


noted buildings, works of art, etc., 
are to be projected on a large 
screen, by a new style of stere- 
optican, imported and of English 
make. 


The photographic slides are im- 


ported directly from Paris. 
Telephones Link 
Dixon -Amboy 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 8, 1883) 


—Telephone poles are now being 
erected for a wire between Dlxon 
and Amboy, also one front Dlxon 
to Polo. We are informed that a 
line from Sterling to Dixon is now 
being built 


* • • 


(Dlxon Telegraph, 
May 
24, 


1883)—Dixon will be connected 
with Chicago by telephone in a few 
days by the way of Rockford and 
Elgin. The telephone system is 
being very rapidly extended and 
it will eventually, to a great ex- 
tent, supersede the telegraph. 


Dixon Man Invents 
'Handy' Fire Escape 


(Dlxon Telegraph, Mar. 8,1883) 


—The fire escape contrivance for 
which Ezra Emmert has applied 
for and will probably receive a 
patent, will undoubtedly on ac- 
count of its simplicity and cheap- 
ness, come Into general use. 
It 


is made of durable rope and a 
ubber hand grip, and is so small 
hat it can be carried in a grip 
ack or an overcoat pocket. 
These fire escapes should be In 
very room above the first floor 
it all hotels. Every 
traveling 


alesman should have this fire 
scape in his satchel. 


WHAT! NO MRS. PINKHAM? 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 15, 1883 


—After advertising Lydia Pink 
ham to an admiring public for 
twelve-month period now we no 
tice that many of our exchanges 
are making the discouraging an 
nouncement that there is no Mrs 
Pinkham; that she is a myth. 


Dne Dime a Week 
Subscriber News of Day 


On the last Friday in November, 
883, without flourish of trumpets 
and unheralded by the publisher, 
Dixon's first daily newspaper came 


ff the press at the office of The 
Dixon Telegraph for distribution 
o an approving public. 


Although the publication of a 


[ally in his town had long been 
he ambition of Editor B. F. Shaw, 


gave no advance notice of the 


advent of the new daily, and in 
act, the first few issues were 
entirely unsupported by adver- 
ising. 
The first daily Telegraph was 
>ublished on a significant day, 
although a tragic one, for this 
ssue carried the 
obituary 
of 


ames L. Camp, who had been 
)ostmaster from the date of his 
ppointment by Lincoln in 1861, 
and of the sad drowning of three 
girls, Miss Electa Lewis, 21, and 
ennie and Carrie Burnham, aged 
even and nine, when their car- 
riage was carried off into Rock 
liver by runaway horses. 


Paper 10 Cents a Week 


Dixon's first daily was four 
ages of five columns each, and 
was brought to its readers for 
the amazing sum of 15 cents per 
week. The next year this amount 
vas reduced to 12^cents weekly, 
and by 1885 readers were getting 
the daily paper delivered to their 
omes for 10 cents a week. 
In the Saturday edition they 


were treated' to four additional 
ages of reading matter. 
The Telegraph was first pub- 
,shed in the morning on every day 
xcept Monday, by this method, as 
the editor explained, "causing less 
work for our printers-on Sunday." 


"Ahead of Chicago Papers" 
"The Daily Telegraph," said the 


iditor, "furnishes to its readers, 
in the early morning, events of 
he night and day previous. 
It 


gives in a condensed form, nearly 
a half-day in advance of the Chi- 
ago morning papers, news of any 
mportance, from all parts of the 
world reached by telegraph." 


In a few weeks, however, the 
hlcago dailies, too, began de- 
Ivering their papers In the morn- 
ng, and to beat the big city op- 
position, Editor Shaw began pub- 
ishing his paper at 5 p. m. daily 
except Sunday, and his paper 
became "The Evening Telegraph." 


At the same time the editor 


:ontinued to publish the weekly 
Telegraph, a larger, eight-column 
paper of 12 pages, for 
county 


•eaders. - The weekly was con- 
inued through the 1880s and 90s, 
and was eventually discontinued. 


Acquires New Press 


On Sept. 17, 1885, The Tele- 


graph announced that it had ac- 
quired one of the 
new Hoe 


•cylinder" presses, bringing its 
total number of newspaper and 
ob presses to four, operated by 
steam power from a four-horse- 
power engine. By 1887, its circu- 
lation had 
1,000," and 


jumped to "nearly 
was delivered 
by 


'seven or eight" boys. 


The era of the 1880s was the 


Golden Age of journalism In more 
ways than one. It .was this 
period that saw-the rise of "yel- 
low," or sensational journalism. 
The great 
American 
reading 


public was subjected to tons and 
tons of reading matter devoted to 
the odd, strange, curious and the 
morbid. 


Used "Patent Inside*" 


The Evening Telegraph, along 


with hundreds -of 
other small 


town papers, brought its readers 
this diet through the inexpensive 
invention of "patent, insldes," a 
method by which large syndicates 
printed this "canned" or "boiler- 
plate" matter on one side of a 
sheet of newsprint and the smaT 
town editor printed his 'local' 
items and editorial matter on the 
outside. 
It was during this period, long 


before Hollywood, that enterpris- 
ing journalists 
began 
feeding 


open-mouthed and credulous read 
era tid-bits 
of 
the 
scandals 


escapades and high-jinks Involving 
the stars of the stage and opera 
The Intimate lives of such per 
sonallties as Singers Jenny Lind 


and Adelini Patti, Actresses Sarab 
Bernhardt, Lily Langtry and Lil- 
ian Russell, and the rabid Irish 
playwright, Oscar Wilde, becanu 
an open book to a public jusy, 
emerging from the straight-laced 
Victorian age into the era of 
realism. 


During this period newspaper 


readers were astounded at the 
amazing inventions -of Thomas 
Alva Edison. When President 


rover Cleveland took a bride 


while in office the press went on 
a holiday and the chief executive's 
honeymoon became a nightmar^ 
of dodging reporters. The Statue 
of Liberty was brought from 
Trance and installed on Bedloe 
Island, N. Y. And the public dis- 
covered a new idol in America's 
own John L. Sullivan, the Boston 
Strong Boy who defeated Europe's 
finest fighters with bare knuckles 
and brawn. 


Dixon Glimpses « 
First Electricity, 


Although it wasn't until early in 


1885 that Dixon's first electric 
company began operation, the city 
was getting glimpses of the magic 
of Edison's invention late in 1883. 


In November of that year The 


Dixon Telegraph .reported tnal; 
There will probably be an electrio 
company in full blast in this 
in a few days. George Fletcher 
s about to start the works at his 
factory, and others in Dixon will 
put in the light Immediately." 


Those who saw the first electric 


lights were reported to be "well 
pleased." The Becker & Under- 
wood mills had six lights in opera- 
tion late In the year and also, 
about that time, it was planned 
to illuminate the ppera House 
"by a 4,000 candlepower light." 
^j 


(For a further story on the ' 


Introduction of electricity In Dix« 
on, see page 10 of this section.) 
Charles W. Dey 
Heads GAR Here 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 12,1883) 


—At the organization of the GAR 
Post 299, Dixon, at the courthouse- 
June 29, fifty charter member.' 
signed the organization and the 
following officers were elected: 


Post commander, Chas. W. Dey: 


senior 'vice commander, Dwight 
Heaton; Junior vice commander, 
David Evrisman; adjutant, Hum- 
phrey W. Heaton; O. M., George 
G. Messer; surgeon, David H. Law; 
chaplain, A, Frank Robinson; 
O. D., William Coffey; O. G., Louis 
Allman; S. M., Henry S. Palmer; 
Q.M.S., John Merryman. 
£ 


Crowded Streets 
Indicate 'Boom' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 9,1883 )i 


—Last Saturday our main streeta 
were crowded with people, and th« 
side streets were about as full of 
teams as hitching posts would 
permit. In fact every day of th«w 
week brings a lively appearance* 
to our town this fall, and the indi- 
cation still continues that Dixon is 
having a "boom." 
Dixon Streets 
No Cowpath 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Dec. 20, 


1883)—The city marshal has given 
special notice that all cattle founof) 
upon the streets will be impounded 
and the owners required to pay 
fines, costs and expenses as may 
be assessed by the legal authori- 
ties. 


No more shall the inevitable and 


omnipresent town cow forage up- 
on the granger's groceries pur- 
chased fresh from the store; nor 
devour the hay in his sleigh, that 
was intended to keep his feet 
warm on his drive homeward. 
• ' 


Dixon Industrial Center in 1880s 


IJixon's industrial center presented this appearance from the north end of, 


the dam during the 1880s. At south end of dam is Becker & Underwood's flour- 


ing mills, rebuilt after fire in 1880, showing part of ruined wall of building de- 
stroyed by fire. At left is building constructed in 1855-56, which housed a half- 
dozen or more institutions of learning, and was razed in 1889, after being long 


• empty, to mak« wax for randem 
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1884.. .Dixon Waterworks Is Completed 


Water Company's Pump House Built in 1884 
Safety From 
Fire Assured 


Dixon's long record of disaster 


and destruction by fires resulted in 
a movement which culminated In 
ompletion of Its waterworks sys- 
em in 1884. 


On July 18. 1883, the city grant- 
d a franchise to Alex H. McNeal, 
with S. S. Murphy as his agent and 
the real projector of the enter- 
>rise. 


Work .began later in the year, 
nd on Mar. 27, 1884, the Dixon 
Vaterworks company filed a no- 
ice with the city council that the 
ivorks were completed. 


The company was incorporated 


vith a capital of $75.000. which 


Editor Twits Lecturer, 
Recalls Tapster's Hoax 


The meteoric rise to fame of Dr. 


Diocletian Lewis, nlneteeth cen- 
tury physiologist and champion of 
temperance, began its blaze of 
glory in Dixon in 1858. 


By 1884, the esteemed Dr. Lewis 


had reached the lofty pinnacles of 
renown as a lecturer, wit, physi- 
ologist, temperance champion and 
advocate of women's rights. News- 
papers everywhere carried his re- 
marks and he shared the plattorm 
with some of the most famous 
speakers of the century. 


The worthy doctor had departed 


from Dixon after his series of lec- 
tures in 1858 under somewhat 
clouded circumstances, however. 
Ha had organized a group of Dixon 
women to march on the city's sa- 
loons upon his promise that he 
would furnish $100 for them to 
buy a banner to place at their 
head. 


Had Few Misgivings 


The money never materialized, 


and the doctor's departure from 
Dixon was accompanied by few 
misgivings on the part of the 
townspeople. 


In January, 1884, then at the 


height of his fame, the doctor told 
one of his vast audiences in Brook- 
lyn of the beginning of his career 
In Dixon. Just three weeks after 
hl» lectures, the New Yorkers 
were told, not a drink of liquor 
could be found in Dixon. 


Reading the doctor's remarks 


•at The Telegraph editor to remi- 
niscing of the doctor's activities in 
Dixon a quarter of a century be- 
fore. He told readers: 


"Dr. Dio Lewis, once upon a 


time, before he had become fa- 
mous, flourished here; first, in 
opening a gymnasium for the 
ladies, and next in starting hers 
the women's temperance saloon 
raid movement 


Ready to Retire 


"Mr. Oliver Wagner was about 


ready to retire from the saloon 
business at the time, owing to bad 
luck in trusting out his goods, and 
so he stated to a friend, who voiced 
the thought to the head captain of 
the raiders, which was, in effect 
this: That if he was to be raided 
it was his earnest desire to have 
the desperate women annihilate 
his saloon on or before the follow- 
ing Monday, for on Tuesday he 
anticipated that the sheriff would, 
on account of creditors, close him 
out 


"So, through a little diplomatic 


maneuvering it was arranged that 
Oliver Wagner's saloon should fall 
a victim to the cause of temper- 
ance on the coming Monday. Mr. 
Wagner prepared his saloon ac- 
cordingly. 


Filled With Water 


"The first movement was to 


procure soap and water for scrub- 
bing and washing the bottles and 
glasses. That is to say, he cleaned 
up to be cleaned out When this 


L was accomplished the 
soapsuds 


made a very good substitute, when 
nicely bottled, for any foaming 
liquors that were to be emptied 
upon the streets. 


"The women met in their rooms 


and were harrangued by the then 
young Dr. Dio Lewis, and nerved 
for the great undertaking. To 
make a long story short the first 
great American woman's raid 
upon Mloona, M Dr. Lewi* cUted 


in his speech at Brooklyn, N. Y.., 
commenced in our city of Dixon. 


"Whether or not it was possible 


to procure a glass of liquor in our 
city when the raiders had closed 
the campaign, we are, now unable 
to state. We do not remember of 
enjoying suuii Utopian days. But 
we have a distinct recollection 
of the thorough manner in which 
our friend Wagner's business was 
closed out. 


"Grand Platoon Marches" 


"The grand platoon of ladies 


marched boldly into the saloon. 
There they were received by the 
proprietor with his most bland and 
pleasing smile. There was never 
anything mean about Oliver Wag- 
ner. 


"If the ladies considered it 


wrong to keep a saloon, he would 
never oppose the will of the ladies. 
There was his stock in trade. If 
the good of the public required, 
they could empty the vile atuff 
(meaning the colored water, soapy 
mixture of rain, expressly prepar- 
ed for the occasion) into the 
street 


"The ladies proceeded .to do so. 


It was a queer sight Up from the 
cellar a couple of women tugging 
away at a keg of soap and water, 
and with great parade they would 
break in the head of the package 
and cause its liquid content* to 
flow down the streets. 


"Like Busy Anta" 


"Then up would come another 


woman with an arm full of well- 
filled bottles, which she would dash 
upon the pavement And so they 
kept going into and coming out of 
that cellar like busy ants.' 


"We remember well the occasion 


of an interview with Oliver Wag- 
ner at that very time, right In the 
midst of the tim« of such great 
destruction of his entire business, 
and he appeared as calm and se- 
rene as an autumn sunset 


"Said we: 'Oliver, what are you 


intending to" do in regard to the 
matter of this destruction of your 
property and complete annihilation 
of your business t' 


t 
Quotes Byron 


"Said Mr. Wagner: 'I can only 


reply, in the language of the poet, 
Byron— 


' "There's nought, no doubt, so 


much the spirit calms. 


As rum and true religion.''' 
"Whether he referred to the 


calm appearance of the raiders, or 
his own philosophical determina- 
tion, we have never learned." 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


(Dixon Telegraph, 
Mar. 
20, 


1884)—On account of the arrival 
of the Chicago papers in the morn- 
ing instead of at noon, we shall 
immediately make arrangements 
for printing the Daily Telegraph 
in the evening. 


FREIGHT VOLUME INCREASE 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 14,1884) 


—The increase of tonnage at 
Dixon from the Chicago & North' 
western railroad for 1883 over 
that of 188i waa 
17,484,208 


pounds. 


FIRE DAMAGES 


On Dec. 9,1884, a fire destroyed 


part of Dlmlck's block and an- 
other building wi Heaaegbi stmt. 


It Costs $1 to Get 
Cows Out of 'Jail' 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, Mar. 27, 


1884)— City Marshall Woodyatt, 
under the direction of the City 
Council, and according to law, on 
Thursday commenced the work oi 
Impounding cows that were founc 
running at large in the city. 


Quite a number were confined 


but the owners were permitted to 
take them out on paying the low 
est penalty, one dollar. It is not 
generally known that 
hereafter 


cattle will not be permitted to 
run at large anywhere within th< 
city limits. 
The town cow is 


to be suppressed entirely, and no 
even permitted to perambulat 
our streets to the river for water 
unattended by a herder. 


Tile Manufacturing 
Added to Industry 


(Dixon Telegraph, Mar 27,1884) 
-Dixon will soon become a tile 


manufacturing center 
if 
com- 


panies continue to organize in the 
future as in the past year or so. 


Captain Dysart, J. C. Ayres 


A. C. Bardwell and R. J. Carson 
the inventor of a mode of makin§ 
tiling from sand, have organized 
a company and intend to start a 
tile factory in a few days on an 
extensive scale. They have rented 
the building near the cooper shops 
at the water power which will be 
fitted up and enlarged for the 
purpose referred to. The ma- 
chinery will be run by water 
power. • 
Jail Break Attempt 
Doesn't Tan Out' 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24,1884) 
.B 
K 
, who is con 


fined in our county jail charged 
with taking a clothes line (with 
the clothes still on it), came near 
leaving the sheriff in the lurch 
yesterday. 


He was allowed to carry some 


ashes into the yard, whereupon he 
dropped the pan and struck out for 
liberty. But it did not pan ou 
well. 
Johnnie Edwards struck 


out after him and succeeded in 
capturing him in Joseph Shelton's 
barn. 


CITY ELECTIONS, 1884 


City election results, Mar. 


1884: Mayor, John V. Thomas 
aldermen—first ward, F. A. Tru 
man; second, H. P. Becker; third 
O. B. Dodge; fourth, Palmer At 
kins. 


WAXING POETIC 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 24,1884) 


—The beautiful crimson sunsets 
continue. At sunrise the horizon 
has the same glow for those who 
are up in time to see it 


PLAN SEWAGE SYSTEM 
(Dixon Telegraph, Sept 18, 


Igg4)—The city council is now in- 
tending to commence a system of 
pipes for sewerage, 


FLAX FACTORY CLOSES 
The flax factory at Dixon was 


stopped In 1884, after the removal 
of tariff on imported Jute made it 
cheaper for baling than flax. 


BUTTON FACTORY FIRE 
The button factory in West 


Dixon was destroyed by fire July 
23, UM. Tlw tou WM 113,000. 


was later reduced to $60,000. The 
water was pumped originally from 
the river, but was later taken from 
artesian wells. 


The waterworks was established 


mainly for fire protection, and in- 
cluded a pumphouse which cost 
$12,000. By 1886 there were seven 
miles of pipes and 75 fire hy- 
drants. 


Many paid for the use of water 


in their homes, but the water at 
this early date was seldom used 
for drinking purposes. 
v 


TO ENLARGE CREAMERY 
(Dixon Telegraph. May 1, 1884) 


—Duffy and Maloney intend to 
enlarge their creamery on First 
street. 


Boys Will Be Boys; 
And So Will Oldsters 


(Dixon Telegraph. Feb. 14,1884) 


—Third street, between, Galena 
and Market, and South Peoria. 
have been, for several evenings, 
scenes of high carnival in the Jolly- 
fun of riding down hill. 


Not only boys, old and young, 


doctors and men with hair silvered 
with the sleet of a couple of score 
of winters, but maidens, misses 
and mesdames, have Joined the In- 
numerable band and enjoyed JLhe 
Jolly sport. 


Hand-sleds and cutters, bob- 


sleds and old wood-sleds have been 
pressed into service, and the only 
draw-back is the danger of such 
rapid transit 


VICTIM OF FIEND 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, Aug. 28, 


1884)—The Telegraph has news 
from Leadville, that Dick Mur- 
phy, a Dixon boy, who worked at 
the Nachusa House several years 
before going to Colorado, was shot 
Saturday by a fiend from Arizona 
named "Doc" Holllday, one of the 
most desperate characters in the 
West. 


300,000 WORMS! 


(Dixon 
Telegraph. Aug. 14, 


1884)—Many are not aware that 
our city contains several pioneers 
in the silkworm industry. Mrs. E. 
C. Smith, Miss Anna Pratt and 
Mrs. George Berkley have success- 
fully raised and cared for some 
200,000 worms. 


Crowd Awed by Man 
In Submarine Armor 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 31,1884) 


—A large crowd of people lined 
the west walk of the bridge over 
the river Monday to witness th« 
operation of repairing the broken 
water pipe by a man in a sub- 
marine armor, who was quite a 
curiosity in these parts. 


Indeed he was a monstrosity in 


appearance, with his huge head of 
bronze and fierce glass eye; he had 
all the appearance of an amphib- 
ious being, a sea monster, a man 
that could go down into raging 
water, away under the Ice, and 
walk about in the depths as un- 
concernedly as a porpoise; only a 
porpoise doesn't walk. 


Diamond Ring 


Tradition Has Grass Roots 


Cave Man Used Grass to 


Symbolize Love 


For several centuries the diamond, with its heart 
of intense fire, has been the symbol of romantic 
love. Umg before, however, the cave men plaited 
grass around the ankles and wrists of their intend- 
eds. This finally evolved into a bit of grass tied 
around the finger—the first known "engagement 
ring." 


If you've wondered why the engagement ring is tra- 
ditionally worn on the third finger of the left hand, 
you'll be interested in this explanation. The an- 
cients believed that a tiny "vein of love," called 
"vena amoris," ran up the arm from that finger 
to the heart. 


From such far-away origins spring today's beauti- 
ful custom—an engagement ring that tells you and 
the world you are beloved, and serves as a talisman 
of your happiness. 


We at Wilcox's have always been proud to partake 


in this most wonderful moment of all. We have 


tried to provide the young couples of this commun- 


ity, and their elders, with the fine jewelry, watches 


and related pieces that make ownership a pleasure 


and delight. From your response, we believe we 


have succeeded. We wish to thank each of you— 


and to assure you our efforts to uphold the con- 


fidence and trust you want in your jeweler will 


continue. 


WI.LCOX 


JEWELRY STORE 


110 GALENA AVE.—PHONE 4-0241 


1947 


TO 


1951 


Our FAMOUS NAMES Mean QUAL1T1- 


WATCrlES 


STERLING 


SILVERPLATE 


Elgin 
Hamilton 
Biifova 
Garland 


AMn 
Rogers 


Community 


Rogers 1847 
Holmes 6 Edwards 
Wm. Roger* 6 Son* 
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MELVIN 


Funeral Homes 


DIXON and POLO 


1935 - 
1951 


The beauty of a funeral service and the satisfaction of the family 
served is due, not to one man, but a complete organization. 
This principle has been rigidly observed ever since the Melvin 
Funeral Homes were established. Today, just as has been the 
case since 1935, prompt, efficient and personal service is made 
possible by a complete organization. Every member of the staff 
is trained and experienced in funeral direction for any faith. 
The rituals and customs practiced by various denominations are 
known, respected and observed by each individual in this 
organization. You can always be assured a Melvin service will 
be a dignified, complete and perfect memory in the years to 
come. 


MELVIN FUNERAL HqME 
— 
202 E. FELLOWS STREET, DIXON 
— 
ESTABLISHED JANUARY, 1935 


MR. AND MRS. LYLE R. MELVIN 


Who own and operate the Melvin 
Funeral Homes in Dixon and Polo, 
came to Dixon in 1935 after Mr. Melvin 
graduated from the Worsham College 
of Embalming and received his license 
as an embalmer and funeral director. 


Both of the Melvin Funeral Homes maintain 
and operate a modern ambulance service 
twenty-four hours a day. 


MELVIN FUNERAL HOME — 
POLO, ILLINOIS — 
ESTABLISHED JANUARY, 1946 


-~ym 


•AJ 


WILLIAM WORLEY 


Organht 


DONALD SEIDIL 


Direct*? 


RUSSELL MOWN 


Director 


MRS. F. G. ENO 


Receptionist 
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1885.. .New $35,000 Bridge Spans River 


•' Try Structure 


With Cattle 


Dixon's Howe wooden truss 


bridge, erected at 
the 
foot of 


Galena avenue in 1873 after the 
collapse of the Truesdell bridge, 
lasted her citizens for a dozen 


<'•/ years, but by 1884, in spite of 


many repairs, it became unsafe. 


The city council and the citizens 


determined to build a bridge that 
would be lasting, and in August, 
1884, the council entered into a 
contract with the Milwaukee Iron 
Bridge Company for an iron bridge 
of five spans, to replace the Howe 
bridge. 


_ t 
Work began in late 1884, and by 


* 
Mar. 2> 1885, the last span was 
up and the bridge completed and 
accepted by the city council. With 
the tragedy of the Truesdell bridge 
still fresh in their memories, the 
citizens held little ceremony at the 
opening 
of 
the 
new 535.000 


structure. 


To test the bridge, said The 


Telegraph editor, "a herd of 40 
fat cattle were driven over the 
,£ bridge at a dead run." 


The bridge lasted 53 years until 


it was condemned and demolished 
In 1938 to make way for the 
present Galena avenue bridge. 


This Bridge Lasted a Half-Century 
Electricity Introduced 
In Dixon 66 Years Ago 


Dixon's trouble with "runaway," collapsing and otherwise short-lived bridges 


came to a close in 1885, with the erection of this iron bridge by the Milwaukee 
Iron Bridge Company at the foot of Galena avenue for a cost of $35,000. The 
bridge, which lasted over a half-century, was condemned and demolished in 1938 
to make way for the present Galena avenue span. 


Headlines Herald New Era in Journalism 


A lot of water has gone over 


the dam since electricity was in- 
troduced in Dixon 66 years ago. 


Dixon wasn't far behind the 


Imes In 1885 when it got its first 
ght of the miracle of electricity, 
ust three years before, Thomas A. 
Mison had perfected and installed 
he world's first central electric 
enerating station in New York 
ity. 
The first electric plant in Dixon 
t&a installed by George Fletcher 
i his planing mill on the south 
nd of the dam at the foot of Ot- 
tawa avenue. A small dynamo 
peratcd by water power supplied 
lectric lighting for the Fletcher 
mill and, over a makeshift wiring 
ystem, furnished electricity for 12 
treet lights in the downtown area 
nd for lighting several stores on 
the north side of First street be- 
ween Hennepin and Peoria ave- 
ues. Fire destroyed the Fletcher 
riant in January, 1886, and, as a 
esult, Dixon was without electric 
ervice of any character for a 
ouple of years. 


Local Interest Revived 


In 1888, Charles M. Henderson 


American Journalism by the 


1880s, besides disseminating the 
news of the day and acting as an 
advertising medium, was slowly 
beginning to take upon itself the 
additional and formidable task of 
educating and amusing an increas- 
ing and ever demanding public. 


The Dixon Telegraph of the 


1880s carried stories on all the 
popular topics published by the 
newspapers of the day, including 
fiction, poetry, educational arti- 
cles, essays, sketches of famous 
personalities, fashions and home- 
making, agricultural items, war 
despatches, political news, crime 
and the universally 
interesting 


•vents attending requited and un- 
requited love. 


Before the 1880s 


Before the '80s most newspaper 


stories were printed without head- 
lines, and the reader was forced 
to read the story to find out on 
what subject it.had been written. 


Thus, the reader often was faced 
with the task of reading every 
item in the newspaper to find the 
subjects in which he was interest- 
ed. 


With the vast quantity and va- 


riety of material added to the read- 
er's fare he could not hope to 
finish reading his newspaper at 
one sitting, and editors were forc- 
ed to adopt some method by which 
the subscriber could select the ma- 
terial of his choice at greatest con- 
venience. 


Led by the big city dallies, most 


American newspapers 
by 
the 


1880s had begun to follow the 
practice of writing headlines for 
the individual items on their pages, 
and a new journalistic art was 
born. 


Provoked Reader 


Early headlines, like those of 


today, were designed to tell the 
nature of the story following, but 


many Journalists felt that head- 
lines should provoke, rather than 
inform, the reader and wrote head- 
lines accordingly. 


These headlines were not of the 


brisk, adjective-less and economiz- 
ing styles of today, but were ar- 
ranged 
in 
several 
single-line 


"decks" In varying sizes tjf type, 
with each deck separated from 
the other by a short center dash. 


Here is a headline for a Dixon 


Telegraph crime story of 1885: 


- CHRISTMAS CRIMES 


AN OAT MEAL KING 


A Man Who Started Life With 


a Cart 


Called From Prayer to Arrest 


His Brother 


Who Had Just Murdered Another 
Brother Because He Intcrferrcd 


In a Domestic Quarrel 


A biographical sketch: 


A Fortune From a Small Begin- 


ning—Oat Meal Water for Em- 
ployes to Drink—Personal Pe- 


• cullarltlcfl—Too Poor to Buy an 
Overcoat. 


A feature story: 
' 


A TRAINED FLY 


Who Is Thoughtful Enough to 


Wake His Master Every 


Morning 


A Bar-Keeper's Tale of Dissolute 


and Abandoned Blue Bottles— 
The Red-Faced Fat Man's Nar- 
rative. 
(Continued on page 15, Sec. E) 


Since 


1928 


First Stop for Fashion Firsts 


For women and teen-agers who want to wear 
expertly designed, fine quality apparel con- 
ceived in the latest style, the Vogue Shoppe 
is the first stop. The Vogue Shoppe's low 
prices on style-right garments permit the 
women of Dixon to enjoy a larger, more va- 
ried wardrobe, even on a small budget. 


If you are not acquainted with the Vogue 
Shoppe, we invite you to visit us any time. We 
are a friendly store and we will enjoy meet- 
ing you, too. 


The Vogue Shoppe 


•» 


M. HARKINS, Prop. 


208 W. First Street 
Dixon, I1L 


revived local interest in tho use of 
electricity by installing a steam 
engine and generator in his shoe 
factory on First street near Col- 
lege avenue. Beginning with neigh- 
boring residences, Mr. Henderson 
expanded an electric system east- 
ward to the downtown area and 
southward to the suburban addi- 
tion of Highland Park. In 1892, 
Mr. Henderson's 'electric business 
was bought by the Dixon Power 
and Lighting Company which be- 
came the first electric public util- 
ity to operate under franchise In 
Dixon. The new company purchas- 
ed the Becker and Underwood 
Flour Mill at the south end of the 
dam for a power house in 1893, 
and installed a hydro electric gen- 
erator in addition to the steam- 
driven dynamo which was moved 
from the Henderson plant, 


Charges Are High 


Charges for electricity in those 


days were high. To operate incan- 
descent lamps, customers were 
charged monthly rates of 51 cents 
to 70 cents per lamp, depending 
upon size. Arc lights were corn- 


When the steam generating station of Illinois Northern 
was constructed in 1917, its capacity was 3,000 kilowatt 
hours. Growing demands for electric power necessitated 
several additional generating units, the largest of which 
was a 50,000 kilowatt unit completed in 1945. Today, 
with a maximum capacity of 65,000 kilowatt hours, the 
Dixon steam station is the principal source of power for 


the utility's system. 


nonly used for interior store light- 
ng, as well as street lighting, and 
he cost for operating 
them 


•anged from ?6 to 7.50 per year. 
Icters were just being introduced 
nd customers who desired to have 
their electric 'service measured 
vere charged an additional amount 
or the "extra" equipment. 


Gas service in Dixon was eleven 
ears ahead of electricity. An at- 
empt to establish a gas company 
n Dixon had been made as early 
s 1S69, but it was not until De- 
ember, 1874, that a coal-gas plant 
vas constructed and a system of 
vooden mains was laid in the 
lowntown streets. Tho company 
hat was formed attempted to sell 
20,000 worth of stock to the local 
itizenry to finance the venture 
and offered gas free of charge for 
he first month to attract custo- 
ners. With such a precarious start 
he company soon got into trouble 
and finally had to quit business 
altogether. A now company was 
enfranchised in 1877. 
The first 


ustomcrs consisted of business es- 
tablishments, a few nearby homes, 
and a street lighting system in the 
downtown area. Tho business was 
a struggle for the new company 
and rates soon had to be advanced 
from 52.00 to $5.00 per thousand 
cubic feet of gas to keep the com- 
pany going. 


Gas Company Purchased 


In December, 1891, the gas and 


electric enterprises in the city were 
merged when the gas company 
was purchased by the Dixon Power 
and Lighting company. Expansion 
of both electric and gas services 
became pronounced in 1905 when 
the Dixon Power and Lighting 
company was absorbed by the Lee 
County Lighting company operat- 
ing under the direction of Henry 
Higgins. 
The old Dement resi- 


dence at 421 West First street be- 
came the offices of the new com- 
pany. Electric lines were extend- 
ed to all parts of Dixon and a 
13,200-volt transmission lino was 
built between electric generating 
stations at Dixon and Sterling. 


Many people In Dixon remember 


when the street cars clanged 


Mayor, 1885 


JUDGE R. 8. FAKRAND 


Guiding Dixon's destiny for 1885 


as mayor was Richard S. Farrand. 


Judge Farrand served as Lee 


county deputy sheriff in 1877, and 
was fire marshal of Dixon for 
1880-81. 


He served an county Judge from 


1882-92, and was named circuit 
Judge Aug. 1, 1902, where he serv- 
ed until his death In Dixon, Mar. 
26, 1920. 


Ho was born in Allen county, 


Ind., in 1852. 


Old dam, built of poles, rocks and planks, being rebuilt in 1904; In background directly 
opposite dam is the old hydro electric generation station built in 1899, and razed in 
1924 to make way for the new modern station of Illinois Northern, which at that time 


'was considered the largest low-head hydro electric generating plant in the world. 


established 
provide 


moments in fun and 
relaxation. 


1951.. 


Today, as our predeces- 
sors, we still maintain the 
same policy... 


"WHERE FRIENDS MEET FOR A TREAT" 
FULFS BROS. 


Raymond Herbert 


114 N. Galena Ave. 


Glenn Rmbrook 


Dixon. 


CONFECTIONERY 


Long Days Bring 
Long Faces Too 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 1, 1888) 


—Now the days are "a little long- 
er grown"; not much, a minute or 
so; but it is enough to remind us, 
for the future months, of more 
sunlight and lesa gas light and— 
gas bills. 


Perhaps that Is mingling poetry 


with business—or vice versa—a 
little too much for our esthetic 
readers, but the newspaperman IB 
compelled to endure ouch varieties. 


The same morning mall that 


brings us poetry to "please print" 
also opens up to our vision paper 
bill* with request* to "please re- 
mit" 


It is nothing, though, when you 


become accustomed to it We di- 
gress. We simply started to make 
the announcement that Old Sol 
rises now at 7:23 and aets at 4:39. 
Mourns Passing 
Of Social Calls 


(Dixon Telegraph. Jan. 8, 1888) 


—It is feared, by those who en- 
Joyed the custom, that the good 
old days of pleasant calls upon the 
ladles by the gentlemen, on the 
first day of each year, are among 
the pleasant recollections of the 
past. 


We are not now prepared to say 


to whom, the ladles or the gentle- 
men, we are in justice to charge 
with being the cause of the ban- 
ishment of the grand rounds on 
New- Year's Day. 
I 


through town and a moonlight 
ride on the intcrurban to Sterling 
was the height of romance and 
adventure. The first tracks of the 
Sterling, Dixon and Eastern rail- 
way were laid in 1903 and opera- 
tions of the railway, beginning in 
1904, lasted until 1925 when com- 
petition 
from 
automobiles and 


trucks forced its abandonment 


INO Company formed In 1912 
The Illinois Northern Utllltiea 


company came into existence in 
April, 1912, the product of the 
vision of its founders that electric- 
ity could be supplied more econ- 
omically and reliably by means of 
a transmission system connected to 
a few efficient generating stations. 
With the electric and gas utili- 
ties in Dixon as the hub of the 
system, tho Illinois Northern Utili- 
ties company acquired utility prop- 
erties in 32 communities in north- 
ern Illinois in the first year of 1U 
operations. In subsequent years, 
additional properties were pur- 
chased and by 1918 the company 
had asquircd a service area of 
4,500 square miles in 17 counties 
In the northern part of the state. 


Companies Merge In 1950 


In December, 1950, the Illinois 


Northern Utilities company was 
merged with the Public Service 
company of Northern Illinois and 
became known as the Illinois 
Northern Division of the latter 
company. The merger was prompt- 
ed by Increased demands for elec- 
tricity and natural gas in the 
northern Illinois area and provid- 
ed the most efficient means of 
meeting the area's requirements. 


Some idea Of the magnitude of 


Illinois Northern's development in 
the last thirty-nine years can be 
gained from the fact that the util- 
ity started its operations with a 
generating station of 3,750 kilo- 
watts capacity and a transmission 
system totaling 50 miles of lines. 
Today, the utility's generating 
plants have a capacity of 67,000 
kilowatts and its network of trans- 
mission lines extends over 6,900 
miles. By means of 138,000-volt 
transmission lines, the utility's 
system interconnects with other 
generating plants in northern Illi- 
nois to Insure an adequate and de- 
pendable supply of electricity at 
all times. 


New Pipeline Being Built 


The present-day gas system of 


the local utility really begins hun- 
dreds of miles away. Natural gas 
is piped and pumped from Texas 
and Oklahoma by a gas pipeline 
company which delivers the gas to 
the Illinois Northern for local dis- 
tribution. At the present time, a 
new pipeline IB being constructed 
from the Gulf Coast area which, 
when completed, will make pos- 
sible the heating of more home* 
with gas, and deliver greater 
supplies of gas for industrial and 
commercial uses. The local utility 
maintains large underground stor- 
age holders at various points in ita 
system to insure continuity of gas 
service in the event of a break in 
the transmission pipelines from 
the south. 


The water that goes over the 


dam at Dixon is still producing 
power just as it did 66 years ago. 
But the present hydro electrlo 
plant, which was constructed at 
the south end of the* dam in 1925, 
is today more of a symbol of the 
age of electricity than it is a fac- 
tor in meeting the 
constantly 


growing demands for electric pow- 
er In homes, farms, stores and 
factories throughout the Illinois 
Northern system. On a peak load 
day, 130,000 kilowatts of electrical 
energy flow at one time over the 
utility's transmission lines. 
The 


best that the Dixon hydro electrlo 
plant can do is to produce 2,000 
kilowatts—less than 2 per cent of 
the total load—which is hardly 
enough to light up the homes in 
Dixon on a dark day. 


to a certain extent to the gradual 
abandonment of such social affairs 
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DIXON'S MODERN MEDUSA MILL 


help build America 


A wealth of good living for Americans' 
daily rolls out of Dixon's Modern Medusa 
cement mill! Its products, regular and 
special cements, help build our country's 
fine buildings, beautiful homes, unrivaled 
road systems and industrial structures. 
Just as the eily of Dixon has grown, the 
Medusa mill has expanded to become 
one of the mainstays of the cement in- 
dustry in the Midwest. Starling in 1907 
with a meager production of 19,556 
barrels of cement, todav this fine plant 
produces almost a million and a half 
barrels of cement a year! 


Your cilv?s Cement plant not only makes 
standard gray cement, but also the newer- 
cements for specified purposes that save 
money for contractors, builders, and you, 
the American consumer, by doing spe- 
cial jobs belter. These cements include 
Medusa High-Early Strength Portland 
Cement to speed up building; Brikset, the 
finest of all mortar cements; Medusa Air- 
Entraining Cement, widely used for bet- 


ter concrete roads; and Medusa Water- 
proofed Gray Portland Cement for mak- 
ing water repellent concrete for base- 
ments, dams, tanks, etc* . 
Employees and management alike are 
proud of. the national recognition be- 
stowed on the Medusa mill for its out- 
standing safety record. On five separate 
occasions, the plant has won the Portland 
Cement Association's award for no lost 
lime accidents. But more important than 
these material tokens, is the fact that the 
Dixon Medusa mill is a safer place to work. 
We of Medusa, are proud of the part our 
plant has plavcd in contributing to the 
progress of Dixon. Congratulations to 
you, fine people of Dixon, upon your 
progressive newspaper's 100th birthday. 
We pledge ourselves wholeheartedly to 
help Dixon to even greater achievements 
in the coming century. 


MEDUSA PORTLAND'CEMENT COMPANY 
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1000 Midland Building 
CUv.land 15, Ohio 
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1886 
Chicago Newspaper Cites 
Advantages of Life Here 


In 1886, The Evening Telegraph 


reprinted a story which had first 
appeared in the "Chicago Inter 
Ocean", and which could easily 
have been titled: "As Others See 
Us." 
It lists Dixon's many ad- 


vantages 
with 
the 
following 


report: 


"Dixon has the finest water 


power on Rock River, with a six 
foot head, 
sufficient 
to 
give 


momentum to three score large 
factories. 


"Dixon has a 
population of 


8,000. It has seven churches, six 
public schools and the Northern 
Illinois Normal School, a splendid 
rducatlonal institution unsurpassed 
m the state for the thoroughness 
of its collegiate training. 


"The Normal School is in its 


fifth year and its total enrollment 
reached 885 students last year. 
The Dixon College of Music is 
now being constructed as an addi- 
hon to this college and will be 
lour stories in height and will be 
completed by Aug. 15, 1886. 


"A very important department 


of this school is that devoted to 
shorthand (eclectic) 
and 
type- 


writing. During 1885 upward of 
150 students received instructions 
in these arts, which are under the 
supervision* of Professor 
C. A. 


Steinmann. 


City's Protection 


"In the matter of fire and 


police protection, Dixon is ade- 
quately supplied with efficient and 
reliable departments. 
The city 


possesses 
a 
fine 
waterworks 


system by which the citizens are 
supplied with a pure supply of 
water. There are seven miles of 
pipes and 75 fire hydrants. The 
pumps cost $12,000. 


"Dixon has an excellent tele- 


phone system, gasworks, electric 
light system of illumination, two 
public halls, an opera house with 
'a seating capacity of 800 people 
all the various organizations of a 
public and secret nature, a gooc 
library, and in fact, all 
the 


adjuncts of a well-ordered and 
well-sustained community. 


"Dixon in connection with her 


lummer attractions has an ad 
mlrably equipped hotel, the Na- 
chusa House. Its furniture, beds 
and bedding and general equip- 
ments are all first class. Its rooms 
are clean and Inviting. Its dining 


Seeker & Underwood 
Hour Mills Sold 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 17, 


1886}—The Becker & Underwood 
flouring mills was sold 
at 
the 


courthouse this morning at ten 
o'clock, under a trust deed held 
)y a Boston firm, composed of 
Messrs. Edward H. Hosmer. Benj. 
Hammond and George W. Cromp- 
ton. 


The above named gentlemen bid 


n the property for $53,058.65. 


13th Infantry Veterans Hold Reunion Here 


room service and menu unexcep- 
tionally good and 
its general 


characteristics that of a metro- 
politan hotel. 


Stock Farm 


"McRoberts" Rock River Stock 


Farm is the finest in the western 
country, covering 300 acres. 
Its 


splendid collection "f 
stallions, 


brood mares and colts is unsur- 
passed in the state. The farm's 
total cost aggreates nearly $100,- 
000. 


"The Grand Detour Plow Com- 


pany stands at the head Of its list 
of 
manufacturies. 
The 
large 


buildings of these 
works are 


equipped with the latest improved 
machinery and more than 200 
hands are kept busy turning out 
their famous agricultural imple- 
ments. 


"The Dixon Milling Company, 


full roller mill, manufactures all 
grades of choice family and ship- 
ping flour, with a daily capacity 
of 500 barrels. 
The shipments 


are extensive, comprising Liver- 
pool, Bristol, 
Europe 
and 
the 


United States generally. 


Industrial Interests 


"Dee's Stove Polish and Black 


Lead Works is also a noteworthy 
feature of the industrial interests 


"Another important enterprise 


of Dixon is the flax bagging mill 
of George H. Squires. 
The in- 


dustry has complete machinery, 
giving employment to 50 hands. 


"George D. Fletcher, manufac- 


turer of sashes, doors, blinds am 
moldings, 
furnishes 
also 
the 


electric light system. Established 
20 years ago. 


"Dysart & Laing, manufacturers 


agents for flour and millstuffs, ar 
large jobbers of Minneapolis flour. 


step, except the crippled, 
Twenty-two years after they 


came marching home in glory 
(1864), the veterans ot the 13th 
Illinois Infantry Volunteers parad- 
ed again through the streets of 
Dixon. This time! their ranks de- 
pleted by the war and the years 
that had passed since they were 
first organized here at the begin- 
ning of the Civil war, the organi- 
zation still maintained its high 
military traditions. 


Evening Telegraph on May 27, 
1886. the editor wrote: 


"The veterans formed in line 


just before noon today, about 130 
strong, and marched to the Opera 
House where a permanent organi- 
zation to be known as the 13th 
Illinois Infantry Volunteer Asso- 
ciation was formed. 


"As down the streets they 


marched through, with a proud 


was 


a g'rand sight to behold the veter- 
ans of the 13th again in line, keep- 
ing step to the music of the Union 
—music by their own musicians— 
and in the slight exhibitions of 
drill we noticed that they answer- 
ed to Captain Dement's distinct 
orders as promptly as when they 
were lads a quarter of a century 
ago. 


"Those from Dixon were: John 


W. King, William Coffey, John D. 
Crabtree, E. A. Snow, George M. 
Berkley, Oscar A. Webb. Martin 
Blair, B. F. Pratt, D. H. Law, Wil- 
liam H. Woodyatt, Henry T. Noble, 
C. H. Noble, O. Hamilton, J. R. 
Morrill, William G. McGinnis and 
Samuel Boyer. 


"A banquet was held in the eve- 


ning at the Opera House and talks 
made by J. G. Manahan, John D. 
Crabtree and Dr. S. C. Plummer." 


Wits and Wags Entertain 
With Eccentric Antics 


Professor Steinmann 
Runs Business School 


(Evening: 


1886)—The 


Telegraph, Aug. 7, 
Dixon 
College 
of 


SINNERS ARE SHAKEN 
(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 13, 


1886)—Capt. O'Brien took charge 
of the Salvation Army service last 
night and shook up the sinners in 
great shape. The captain is a con- 
verted showman who performed 
the man-fish act of diving in a 
tank and remaining under water 
a long time. 


They do large custom grinding In 
corn, etc. Established five years. 


"The Lee 
County 
Creamery, 


L. C. Young, proprietor, manu- 
factures 
pure, 
choice straight 


goods, 3,000 pounds capacity per 
day, 
with 26 routes through Lee, 


Ogle and Whitesidc counties. 


FOURTH OF JULY, 1886 


The Telegraph 
reported that 


Dixon celebrated. the Fourth of 
July, 1886, with fireworks, fire- 
men's contests, a footrace, a bal- 
loon ascension, 
a wheelbarrow 


race, and climbing of a greased 
pole. 


SEVEN-STOP LAWN MOWER 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 24, 


1886)—Col. Taylor, of the Nachusa 
House, has purchased a fine new, 
eight-octave, 
seven-stop lawn 


mower. 


PHOTO-ENGRAVING 


On April 24,1886, The Telegraph 


described 
the 
new process of 


photo-engraving. 


SMITHALSOP 


Best Wishes 


and 


Hearty Congratulations 


To Our Friends of 


THE DIXON EVENING 


TELEGRAPH 


The 100th Anniversary of the Tele- 
graph is truly a memorial occasion. 
In reaching this milestone of achieve- 
ment, every member of our organiza- 
tion is mindful of the part your good 
newspaper has played in the develop- 
ment and prosperity of Dixon and Lee 
County. 


During our 14 years in Dixon, we also 
feel we have added to the betterment 
of the community by serving your 
readers with q u a l i t y Smith-Alsop 
paints and Imperial wallpapers. 


DIXON 


Point and Wall Paper Co 


301 WEST FIRST STREET 


Youths Have Last Laugh 
As Briton Gets Ducking 


In the summer of 1886 occurred 


incident that threatened for a 


ime to undermine Anglo-Ameri- 
an relations in Dixon, although 
t was the subject of unending 
aughter for weeks. 


On May 29, 1886, the Rev. R. 


Moreton, late a captain in Her 
Majesty, Queen Victoria's 
Royal 


"•Javy, wrote a letter to The Tele- 
graph editor warning of the dan- 
jers of boating by Dixon youths 
on the Rock river. 


The reverend allowed that as an 


old sailor he fclt.it was his duty 
to warn parents not to let their 
daughters go sailing with young 
men in "what s'alors rightly term 
•cockle shell' boats." 


Dangers of "Standing" 


Furthermore, said Her Majesty's 


seafaring subject, "I have witness- 
ed another dangerous thing and 
for which a sailor would be pun- 
ished for at sea, namely standing 
on the seats when the boat is 
afloat and persons In the boat." 


Dixon parents heeded the rev 


crend's words, and the 
young 


dandies of Dixon soon found that 
their most successful method .of 
courtship had been scuttled by the 
Englishman. 
Young ladies re- 


ceived stern parental orders not 
to board the 'cockle shell' vessels 


On June 25, with tongue in 


check, the gleeful Telegraph edi- 
tor told his readers: 


Recalls Warning 


"Readers will remember that 


Rev. 
Mr. Moreton wrote a very 


sensible communication 
on 
the 


subject of careless boating and 
the dangers of such sports in the 
little skiffs used on Rock River, 
closing the advice by calling at- 
tention to the fact that people 
should not stand up in these frail 


River runneth not to the 
trary." 


boats. 


"Since the appearance of the 


captain's letter mothers will not 
permit their daughters to go boat- 
ing with the young men, and each 
youth is compelled to paddle his 
own canoe, all alone. 


Ignores Own Advice 


"The young men would have 


been gratified had they been on 
the banks of Rock River in front 
of our office yesterday, as they 
would have seen Captain More- 
ton, late of the Royal Navy, first 
standing up in a cockle-shell boat, 
against the rules of Her Majesty's 
Marine Service; and immediately 
thereafter, as a natural conse- 
quence, according 
to his own 


theory of causes and effects, as 
gathered from his own experience 
in the marine service of Old Eng- 
land and while sailing the salt 
seas ever, tumbling headlong ipto 
the waters of Rock River." 


The captain refused to 
haul 


down the Union Jack, however, 
and in an indignant letter on 
June 28. keel-hauled the editor for 
publishing the article, although he 
signed it, 
man.' 


•a.wetter and cooler 


The editor concluded the affair 


thusly: 
. 
„ 
"A Yankee Joke" 


"The Telegraph 
labors 
under 


the impression, 
somehow, that 


Captain Moreton did not take its 
notice of his boating mishap in 
the spirit we hoped it would be 
received. It has been remarkec 
that an Englishman doe* not take 
an American joke as readily as 
a Yankee. 


"When a gentleman 
tumble? 


out of his boat into the pure, clear 
water of Rock River, and again 
reaches terra flrma with no par 
licular damage except 
a- free 


ducking, U>« affair Is always look 


d upon here as a very good joke. 


'This has been 


the memory of 


the rule 


man 
on 


since 
Rock 
con- 


Wedding Bells 


Eclectic Shorthand and School of 
Typewriting is the name of a new 
incorporation with Chas. A. Steln- 
mann. Samuel J. Howe ana Wil- 
liam E. McVay of this city as 
incorporators. 


Prof. Steinmann has rented the 


hall in the Opera Block. 
Town Topics 


Among the items which were 


talked about town in 1886 were 
these, as reported by The Evening 
Telegraph: 


TENNIS CLUB 


Aug. 11, 1866—The Lawn Ten- 


nis Club, recently organized In 
this city, took a rldo last eve- 
ning on the new ataam yacht. 
* * * 


CREAMERY IS SOLD 


Aug. 
16, 1886—L. L. Young of 


the Lee county creamery has sold 
his 
machinery 
and rights to 


Duffey & Maloney. 
* • • 


DR. EVERETT HONORED 
The Telegraph reported that a 


reception was held for Dr. Oliver 
Everett on Sept. 3,1886, tn honor 
of his 50th anniversary in Dixon. 
* 
» » 


AHEAD OF THE TIMES 


Sept. 27, 1886—Several news- 


papers have resolved to adopt the 
rule among leading newspapers of 
dropping the "Mr." from before 
a man's name. The Telegraph has 
not used the "Mr." for many years 
in general news and personal items 
and thus the compositors have 
been saved much labor. 


PLEASANT AFFAIR 


May 21, 1880—The reception 


tendered tho Knights of the 
Garter at the residence of Mrs. 
Wiley, last evening, was a very 
pleasant affulr. 


Reporting the romantic side of 


the news in 1886, The Evening 
Telegraph printed the list of those 
who had received marriage licenses 
'since our last "publication": 


George 
Manges 
and 
Susan 


Sprankle; Barnard Brainagam and 
Mary E. Dorsey; John P. Malica 
and Mary M. Mauer; W. Buchholz 
and Carrie Heide; Albert N. Stet- 
jarrie neiuc; «.jucii i^. KH.V*- . 
. . . 
. . , 
,. ,. , 
and Alice Hodges; 
Alfred was quite busy taking it all in. 
son - 
Reeve and S. M. Avcry; John M, 
Levan and Isabelle M. Moeter; G. 
W. Morrill and Eliza A. Hydge; 
C. F. Hart .and Ida M. Uhl; Theo. 
Hozing and Catherine E. Ncwhan- 
sen; John Flannlgan and Mary 
Shaughnessy; John Hcckman and 
Kate Woods. 
Lap Dog Takes Nip 
Out of Society Lady 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 11, 


1886)—One of our young society 
ladies was bitten on the nose last 
night by her lap dog and in these 
times of hydrophobia craze there 
was no little alarm created. 


The family doctor, 
who 
was 


attending the lecture at the Opera 
House, was sent for and he was 
much puzzled at to the proper 
course of treatment. 
The only 


remedy thought of, except that 
recently discovered by Pasteur, is 
cauterization. 


But the very moment the doctor 


caught her eyes he informed his 
patient that to cauterize her nose 
was a treatment that she would 
not think of for a moment. 
Hack Line Offers 
Prompt Service 


Alonzo Gage was advertising in 


The Evening Telegraph in 1886 
that he was now running his 
"Hack Line to any part of the 
city." He further 
added that 


"orders for hacks for parties and 
funerals will receive prompt at- 
tention" and that regular trips 
were made to all trains. 


The ad continued: 
"Charles Cupp is now driving for 


another firm, and therefore orders 
given him do not reach me." 
'Arrest' Provides 
Good Lough for All 


(Evening Telegraph. Oct. 6, 


1886)—Sheriff Edwards arrested 
a Cowboy on the Central train 
coming up from Amboy yesterday 
for having on his person deadly 
weapons. 


The officer seized the western 


youth and was not long in finding 
the deadly weapon which was 
nothing but a very nice but harm- 
less pipe case. Both officer and 
desperado gazed upon each other 
in astonishment and there was 
much laughing In the car. 


CITY ELECTIONS 


The city election results report- 


ed on Mar. 1,1886: Mayor, Andrew 
C. Warner; aldermen—first ward, 
F. A. Truman; second ward, R. 
Camp; third ward, J. H. Clark; 
fourth ward, M. Jordan. 


•BIG DOIN'S' DOWNTOWN 
June 29, 1886—The streets were 


quite lively' last evening. 
What 


with the singing and banjo playing 
on one street and praying and 
singmg of tho Salvation Army Just 
around the corner, and the patent 
medicine .tooth-pulling philanthro- 
pists on Second street, the crowd 


Today, in 1951, when a person la 


considered to be a wit, a wag or 
just mildly eccentric, he Is called 
"a character." In the 1880s there 
were plenty of "characters" in 
Dixon. and generally, people said 
of them, with no intention of mal- 
ice, "he's a caution!" or "he's » 
card!" 
On May 19, 1886, The Dixon 


Telegraph recounted the experi- 
ences of Ike Barr, and Hop Hill, 
well-known and popular "charac- 
ters" of that day. 


"Ike Barr, the fisherman," the 


story said, "is greatly agitated 
over the publication of a fish story 
that appeared in one of the Chi- 
cago papers recently. 


"Ike says that Hop Hill and him- 


self caught the fish referred to. 'In 
the first place.' says Ike, 'it waa 
a ten-pound catfish instead of a 
pickerel that swallowed the blue 
racer, and the snake was 18 Inches 
long. Everybody knows that a cat- 
fish will swallow anything found 
In the river, but I want It under- 
stood that a pickerel is a regular 
law-de-law, he is a dude, you bet 


'"If the public becomes con« 


vinced that the pickerel would eat 
snakes it would ruin my pro- 
fession.' " 


Hex Hamilton 


And then there was Hcz Hamil- 


ton. Of him The Dixon Telegraph 
reported on May 25 of the same 
year: 


"Hez Hamilton desires that we 


explain to the public that the only 
disturbance he made at the Salva- 
tion Army meeting was that of 
laughing, and that he really could 
not help. 


"The cause of his merriment la 


thus related: A Dutchman cam* 
Into the hall, took off his hat and 
placed It in a seat nearby. While 
the Dutchman was engaged in the 
solemnities of the occasion a De- 
ment Town girl, weighing about 
150 pounds, with head erect and 
careless demeanor, marched Into 
the hall, swung herself into the 
seat and right down into the 
Dutchman's hat." 


"The Latest" 


On June 17 (also in 1886) th« 


editor wrote: 


"Few cities in the land of its 


size and years has furnished to the 
world more remarkable character! 
than has Dixon. Here is tho latest 
from a Chicago paper: 


"Mrs. Strong, who lived for a 


time in Dixon and was niece of the 


James Van Arnam, and 


of Judge James df Coun- 


MARRIAGE WILL OUT 


In (Inscribing on Oct. 27, 1886, 


an elopement, which tho partici- 
pants wtahcd to keep secret, the 
editor said: "But clandestine 
marriages In thcnc days of The 
Evening Telegraph are of quite 
an uncertain quantity." 
* * • 


WAGON FACTORY CLOSES 
Vann & Means wagon 
and 


carriage manufacturing firm was 
closed on Oct. 28, 1886. 
* • • 


"SPECIAL" DELIVERY 


Oct. 1, 1886—Tho postal (spe- 


cial) delivery service opened In 
a mancr quite brisk this morn- 
Ing for tho first day of the new. 
departure. Tho flrot letter re- 
ceived at tho Dixon post office, 
on which had been placed a ten 
cent delivery stamp, was ad- 
dressed t(> George Farrell. The 
messenger had the letter at the 
house before George was up and 
dressed. 
» • * 


NEW FACTORY 


July 
2, 
1886—The 
Dement 


Bagging Mill—that is to be the 
name of the factory we believe— 
will start up on Monday. 


Mayor, 1886-87 


A. CLINTON WARNER 


Dixon's mayor for 1886-87 was 


A. Clinton Warner,^ an. attorney. 


Mr. Warner was deputy county 


clerk of Stephenson county from 
1868-71, holding the same office' 
in Lee county from 1871-73. 'He 
was deputy county treasurer from 
1873-88, and was Dixon city clerk 
and treasurer from 1888-89. 


He was supervisor of Dixon 


township from 1880-91, and was a 
member of North Dixon school 
board for 11 years. 


Born in 1850 at New Preston, 


Conn., he died in Dixon, July 23, 
1927. 


cil Bluffs, la., evinced an interest 
in musical talents, and was sent 
to Europe to pursue her studies. 


"There the daughter met the 


Count Joseph Van Arnam of Arn- 
am, Holland. In the course of their 
acquaintance it came out that her 
mother was a Van Arnam. 


"The genealogical family tree 


was shaken and they traced a kin- 
ship. Having no heirs he offered 
to .bequeath all his vast estates 
and money to his relation provided 
she would take his name. This ant 
readily consented to do. 


"Recently the count died, antf 


true to his promise, left all hi* 
property to his American cousin. 
She will sail to Holland in a few 
weeks to enter into possession of 
the bequest." 


Visiting Charactera 


Sometimes 
the 
""characters" 


were visitors, as for. instance tha 
one mentioned In this item from 
The Telegraph of June 22, 1886: 


''The actor who, with a rifle, 


shot apples off the head of his lady 
love and accidentally killed her in 
Cincinnati a few years ago, will 
perform here tomorrow night." 


And then, there were those who 


were not beyond a little playful 
deception as reported on April 16, 
1887: 


"One of the most cool and delib- 


erate attempts at deception was 
witnessed on our streets yesterday 
when High Constable John Beebe 
marched through the city with * 
string of fish in one hand and a 
pole and line in the other. 


"A stranger looking at him 


would suppose as a matter of 
course that he caught those fish 
with that pole and line and did not 
buy them of a small boy at the 
mill race." 


Going Too Far 


Some, 
unfortunately, 
carried 


their wit—or lack of it—too far, 
thus becoming nit-wits or half- 
wits, as for instance,^ this report 
from a newspaper of "a later date 
In the same year: 


The Telegraph, on May 26, 1887, 


reported that residents of Fulton 
and Sterling were somewhat start- 
led by the inquiries put to them 
from a stranger. 


The uniform question asked of 


man, woman and child alike, was: 
"Say,- Pat, have you seen Pat?" 
s; The. •trangor, an escaped luna- 
tic'frorn-the" Jail at Dixon, was cap- 
tured in»* short time. 
" He was\«uffering from the de- 
lusion that everybody was named 
Pat- .. ,' 


LWSPAPLRl 


'THE MJXURY OP A BATH 
(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 18, 


1886)—The bathrooms at the Na- 
chusa are always ready for custo- 
mers who are desirous of availing 
themselves of tho luxury. 


J 
, 
- _ 
.__ 
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NEW CREAMERY 


Lester Young started a cream- 


ery in Dixon in early 1889. By May 
he had put In a 12-howepower en- 
gine and was running 2* team to 
fttlur CNMh 


:WSPAPLRI 
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1887... 'Lively Dispute' Delays Ball Game 


h 
'White Brick' School Completed in 1887 


The "White Brick" schoolhouse, on the southeast corner of Block 55, (south side)t 
was completed in January, 1887, at a cost of about $5,500. It was enlarged and greatly 


improved at a cost of $17,000 in the winter of 1892-93. 


Licensed to Wed 


• On 
November 
17, 1887, The 


Evening Telegraph reported 
the 


recent marriage licenses which 
had been issued here: 


"Joseph Haley and Rose Riley; 


Barney W. Bush and Dora A. Hill; 
Amos Meech and Matilda B. Her- 
zenack; Milton W. Hollistcr and 
Catherine E. 
Barnhart; 
Hiram 


Deyo and Hannah Hatter; Oscar 
B. Eicholtz and Rachel C. Parker; 
John E. Ott and Amanda Harsh- 
berger. 


Saloon Darkened 
By Bolt From Blue 


On Apr. 25, the editor reported 


that "all the globes and coils of 
the 'Edison light' in the Exchange 
saloon were broken last evening, 
during the storm, by lightning." 


Dollar Was Big 
64 Years Ago 


A dollar was "big money" In 


1887. For that price there were 
many items offered by Dixon mer- 
chants. 


Contrasting the value of a dol- 


lar in 1887 with a dollar in 1951, 
are these items and their prices 
64 years ago: 
Ladies' Merino Vests and 


Pants 
40 cents 


Ladies' all wool Jersey hose 


25 cents a pair 


Men's fur stiff hats 
$1.50 


Kid gloves 
50 cents 


Yard goods, popular colors.. 


25 cents a yard 


NO BIKES ON SIDEWALKS 
(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Aug. 5 


1887)—The marshal has orders 
from the city council to permit 
no bicycle to run on the sidewalks. 
The riders must 
keep 
in 
the 


streets. 
"- 


Lecturer Says 
He's 'Agin It' 


On Apr. 21, 1887, one George 


A. Hilton delivered a vehement 
lecture on temperance 
at 
the 


Opera House, The Telegraph edi- 
tor saying that the speaker was 
against use of liquor for medicine 
or wine for the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 


CALABOOSE IS JAMMED 
On Feb. 24, 1887, The Dixon 


Telegraph reported: "Tramps are 
unusually numerous for this time 
of the year. Policeman Ball in- 
forms us that the calaboose twas 
crowded to its utmost capacity 
last night. 


CROP REPORT, 1887 


(Dixon Telegraph, April 7, 1887) 


—Spring wheat has been doing so 
well for ,a year or so that an un- 
usually large 
acreage 
will be 


planted this spring In Lee county 


Dixon Defeats Paw Paw 
'Invincibles' 22 to 9 


Baseball was a. popular Dixon 


game in the 1880s, and the num- 
ber of sports followers among 
readers was indicated in the cov- 
erage, however partial, The Tele- 
graph editor gave to the contests 
of the Dixon ball club with those 
of neighboring cities. 


For the sports fan who would 


like to compare the sports 'stories 
of yesterday with those of today, 
the following story, written Sept. 
15, 1887. in The Telegraph, is re- 
produced. 


"There was, sometime ago, a 


oaseball club in Paw Paw that the 
people of that village proudly 
called the 'Invincibles.' They ask- 
ed the Dixon club to run over and 
play a game with them. Our boys 
went. They played. 


"They sent the Dixon team to 


bat first. In a short time they 
wished they had never asked them 


come over. Kelley made a base 


hit and stole second. Seese made 
a phantom hit, that is. was given 
a base on balls. 


Faces Heavy Wind 


"Brimblecom came up with a 


stick in his hand and faced the 
heavy 
wind that was blowing 


squarely against the batters. He 
hit the ball. Kelley came in. Sees>e 
tiotted m after him and Brimble- 
com brought up m the rear while 
the ball was still m the field. 


"The other boys kept up their 


batting. The Paw Paws made quite 
a number of brilliant errois, some 
of which were very scientifically 
finished. But our boys grew weary 
and quit this inning with 11 Vims 
to their credit. 


"The game was won then, but 


the 
Invincibles, 
probably 
for 


form's sake, wanted to play it out. 
By the aid of a few hits and sev- 
eral errors they gathered in nine 
runs in all. But our boys kept 
playing m order to keep from 
freezing and secured a total of 22. 


"The Paw Paw people think it 


hardly the fair thing to do to get 
a Chicago battery to play a local 
game. Well, it wasn't necessary, 
and could have been dispensed 
with. Our boys secured 11 runs be- 
fore the Paw Paws went to bat. 


"Lightning Touch-Outs" 


"Then, too, they played a field- 


ing game that would beat the In- 
vincibles six days in the week. 
Bnmblecom's first base work was 
simply immense. His lightning 
touch outs were grand. Seese was 
a pretty sick man but he kept up 
his end of the rope. 


"Bob Adama was tried in right 


field for,a change, and he caught 
several hard flies. He caught one 
high flier after a hard run, passed 
it to Brimblecom, who sent it to 
McDonald on third and thus mark- 
ed up a splendid play. 


"McDonald made a splendid run- 


ning catch. Rheins caught six in- 
nings and then changed places 
with McBride, %vho caught a fine 
game. He did not allow the Paw 
Paws to steal second as they did 
in Dixon. Smith, whose umpiring 
gave the Paw Paws the first game 
at Dixon, made some 
beautiful 


muffs in right field. 


Lively Dispute 


"There was a very lively dispute 


between the managers, before the 
game, over the selection of the 
umpire. Cass, of Paw Paw, wanted 
our 
manager 
to 
choose 
some 


stranger, but that wouldn't do. 
Manager Fletcher offered to ac- 
cept any umpire the Paw Paws 
would name. 


"Their unlimited gall was not 


equal to that, however. 
Then 


Fletcher proposed that the game 
be played with two umpires, one 
to watch the pitching and home 
base, the other to watch the bases. 
This has been tried a great many 
times and gives great 
satisfac- 


tion. 


"But Paw Paw wouldn't have it 


that way. If they ever knew just 
what they did want they were 
careful to keep it a profound se- 
cret. Rosenthal is and 
was» as 


square, fair and honest as any 
man that ever acted as umpire. 


"The lesult of the dispute was 


that manager Fletcher insisted on 
his right to name the umpire. 
When Southard made-a balk in the 
sixth inning, one of our players 
took third. Paw Paw insisted that 
he was out. Our/boys, in order to 
preserve good feeling, 
foolishly 


consented to allow the claim, al- 
though the umpire very properly 
contended that he was not out. 


Paw Paw Complains 


"The Paw Paws complain that 


Dixon 
secured outside 
players, 


while the fact is, it is reported to 
us, they themselves had five out- 
siders. They have asked Brimble- 
com to play with them when they 
meet the Princeton club. 


"The grounds were very rough, 


especially the diamond. The rules 
provide that the home club shall 
furnish the ball, which, after the 
game, becomes the property of the 


Shoe Factory Adds to Dixon Industry 


The 
determination 
of Dixon 


citizens; to bring industry to their 
city Tound outlet in 1887 m the 
establishment of a shoe factory m 
the western part of the city. 


C. M. Henderson, a Chicago 


capitalist, came to Dixon that year 
with Fred A. Watson, a former 
Dixon lesident experienced m the 
manufacture of shoes, to look over 
the advantages of locating a shoe 


TOOTING FOR THE TOOTKKS 


The Dixon Telegraph on Decem- 


ber 1, 1887 reported that ""The 
Dixon Band will hold a fair at 
the Opera 
House, 
commencing 


December 5th, for the purpose of 
raising funds to pay for their new 
uniforms. People should give the 
boys a lift." 


FIRE AT CATHOLIC CHUKCH 
The Telegraph 
reported 
the 


destruction of the roof and interior 
of St. Patrick's Catholic church 
on May 7, 1887, in the afternoon, 
leaving only the walls. 


winning team. Vet the Paw Paws 
tried to make away with th«> ball 
yesterday, ana they were very 
indignant when Brimblecom, who 
happened to have it, refused to 
give it to them. 


"Our boys batted Heavily and 


ran bas.es like deer. The following 
is the score by innings: 
Paw Paw 
1-1-1 0-0-3 2-1-1—9 


Dixon 
11-0-0 0-3-2 4-2-0—22 


factory in the city. 


Henderson approved of the site, 


but stipulated that the citizens 
must furnish 
the 
building and 


grounds for a cost of $27,200. while 
he would furnish an equal amount 
in machinery. 


The $27,200 was collected in do- 


nations from Dixon residents in- 
terested in the new business and 
progress that the factory would 


VETS VS. PICKPOCKETS 


At a reunion of Grand Army 


veterans in Dixon on Aug. 23-26. 
1887, some 60 
regiments 
were 


represented, with a recorded at- 
tendance of 558 veteians. Pick- 
pockets and other thieves weie in 
heavy attendance, too, and the 
Dixon police locked up 15. 


NEW G.A.R. UNIFORMS 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 2, 


1887J—Dixon Post No. 299, G.A.R., 
has recently purchased new uni- 
forms to the number of 60. It 
consists of a hat with gold band 
and the "GAR front," and coat, 
vest and pants. 


NEW BALL PARK 


(Evening Telegiaph, July 28, 


1887)—The Dixon Ball Club is 
rushing the new grounds at Maple 
Park. 
The grandstand to seat 


400 people is now underway and 
will soon 
be 
completed. 
The 


grounds will be ready in about a 
week. 


bring to their city. 


Work began early In 1887, an 


the large shoe factory—describe 
in The Telegraph as "the IJJ ge.1 
shoe factory in the world i:nd( 
one roof"—was completed and bi 
gan production in the fall. 


The i>hoe firm was a triumph fc 


Dixon, for several other towns i 
Illinois had bid for the new entei 
prise. 


KNIGHT OF SHEARS 


F. F, Dixon, tailor, adveitise 


in 1887 that he was the "Kmgh 
ot the Shears" and that IJJ- i 
"paying strict attention to bust 
ness and can be found all hour 
of the day. 
8 a. m. to 9 p. ir 


m my store." 


SONS OF VETERANS 


(Sept. 5, 1887, 
Evening Tele 


graph)—An encampment of Son 
of Veterans was organized in thi 
city Saturday evening. 


FIRE GONG INSTALLED 


The electric fire aiarm gong ha 


been placed in the building at th 
pumps of the <*ity water work 
with a wire connection at the cit; 
building. It works nke a charm 
Now we want and must have ai 
extension of the system to othe 
parts of the city. We shall ha\- 
more to say of this matter. An«ii ev 
Graff informs us that the cost .s< 
far has been only $100, an^'ha 
as much more money would com 
plete the system. 
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GRANDFATHER, F A T H E R and 


SON—three generations [of the same 


family who have entered the same 


business. Since its founding in 1901 


by the late Otto Witzleb, our firm has 


attempted at all times to provide Dixon 


and community with the finest possible 


plumbing and heating service. 


' • 
v 


!)u! 


We are proud to list some of the bigget Plumbing 
and Heating jobs we have done: 


Dixon National Bank Building 
Gcisenheimcr & Rasch Building 
Lee Theatre 
Rorer Building* 
Downing Bnilding 
Beier's Bakery 
Blackhawk Hotel 
Nachusa Tavern 
Ashton High School, Ashton 
Erie High School, Erie, III. 
Loveland Community Building 


Masonic Temple 
Freeman Shoe Co.—Cut Sole 


Plant 


St. Patrick's Rectory, Dixon 
St. Peter's Rectory, Church and 


School, Amboy 


Fox Hotel,'Elgin 
Lincoln Hotel, Sterling 
Remodeling of First Section of 


K.S.B. Public Hospital 


Dixon Manor Apartments 


ED, OTTO, and BILL WITZLEB 


Suppliers of Kohler, Crane and Standard 


Bathroom Fixtures, Kitchen Sinks and 


• Cabinets. 


Freeport Water Softeners. 
American and Kewanee Boilers 
Rheem, Hoffman, Automatic Gas Heat- 
ers. 
General Electric, Westinghpuse, In-Sink- 
erator and Waste King Disposal Units. 


WITZLEB 
Plumbing & Heating 


214 FIRST STREET 
PHONE 2-0441 
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Postscript... 


Chronological Record 
Printed in 50th Year 


In 1880 — a half century after 


the founding of the city — a 
small, paper-bound volume entitled. 
"History of Dixon and Lee County," 


f AVonological Record," was print- 


ed by The Dixon Telegraph. 


Now, in 1951, this volume is 


regarded as both "rare" and "very 
valuable." 


In this pamphlet are contained 


many interesting reminiscences in 
the history of the city and the 
county, from the earliest white' 
settlement to the date of publica- 
tion. 
- 
Historical and Descriptive 


*'As a historical and descriptive 
sketch, the book gives "a retro- 
spective view of the past; a full 
description of the present city of 
Dixon: its 
natural 
advantages, 


attractions, water power, manu^ 
facturing, 
education 
facilities, 


public buildings etc." 


In the preface, dated May, 1880, 


it was stated: 


"The old settlers are passing 


«vay, and with them many inter- 
Sting facts in the early history 
of our town are lost to our citizens. 
It is proper that in this, the fiftieth 
aniversary year of the founding 
of our town by the honored John 
Dixon, there should be gathered 
together, as far as it is now 
possible, a record of all the events 
of interest relating to the history 
of the place, from the earliest 
settlement to the present time, and 
rtiiat the results of this labor be 
published to the citizens of Dixon 
in such a shape that these facts 
and reminiscences shall be pre- 
served for their benefit and enter- 
tainment and for the information 
of future residents of this beauti 
ful city. 


"Mont Feasible Form" 


"The chronological plan has been 


adopted as the most feasible form 
In which to present a full and 
Authentic record in as brief and 
rompact manner as is consistent 
with the idea of a comprehensive 
history. This, in connection with 
the other portions of the work 
brings within the scope of this 
little 
volume an 
amount 
anc 


variety of historical information 
not often comprehended in a work 
of this size. 


"Much of the material for this 


work has been gathered from 
jiewspaper files and in many cases 
^ie language of the writers has 
been preserved. Other portions are 
from the examination of differen 


records, while a large number of 
the early items are the result of 
.he memory of old respected citi- 
zens. 
It is true there will be 


some discrepancies in the memory 
of different settlers in regard to 
certain facts, but the publisher 
does hot hesitate to say that but 
'cw errors in respect to dates, 
etc., will be tound in this work, 
and that in the important events 
noticed it can be relied upon as 
an accurate history. 


Perfection Not Claimed 


'While entire perfection is not 


claimed for this work, yet the 
mblisher believes it more nearly 
approximates it than any history 
of Dixon heretofore presented to 
ts citizens. In- this; confident be- 
ief we submit it for~the reasonable 
consideration of the citizens of 
Dixon and Lee county. 


"In conclusion, the 
publisher 


acknowledges obligations for fa- 
vors and facilities extended to 
him by old settlers and others: to 
Dr. Oliver Everett and Mr. Isaac 
Boardman for the use of early files 
of the newspapers, and to Mr. John 
K. Robinson for reminiscences of 
the Black Hawk war." 


Headlines- 
(Continued from page 1C, Sec. E) 


A lov« story: 


A LONG COURTSHIP ENDED 


What tho Eorfftqvafct Did for 


a Loving Young Couplt 


A sports story: 


'TWILL IE A HOT ONE SURE 


A lose tallM to Catch a Boll 


Dropped from tho Too of 


Washington Monumtn* 


A fiction story: 


PRIMROSE PETE 


Or 


Myrtle, the Mad Maid of 


. 
Me Mines 


- Garfield Elected 


The Dixon Telegraph 
reported 


the election on Nov. 2, 1880, of 
James A. Garfield as president and 
Chester A. Arthur as vice presi- 
dent. Henry D. Dement of Dixon 
was elected secretary of state of 
Illinois. The Telegraph published 
its first two-column illustration of 
the Republican "rooster," artist, 
J. D. Allen, of Amboy. 


NO FLOOD THIS YEAR 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 
15 


1883)—The ice has been moving 
out of the river this week in a 
most gentle and harmless manner. 


BRAWN DEFEATS BRAINS 
(Dixon Telegraph, May 31, 1883) 


—The college nine were defeated 
yesterday by the town nine. Score 
9-4. 


"LITERARY BULLETIN 


By April 19, 1883. The Telegraph 


was issuing the "Literary Btille 
tin," a "daily advertising sheet.' 


While the Cat's Away 


The city of Dixon is assured of 


plentiful 
water 
supply 
for 


omes, manufacturing and fire 
rotection through the services of 
he Dixon Water Company, estab- 
shed in Dixon in 1883. 
Through its 40 miles of water 
lains go 1,600,000 gallons of wa- 
er daily to 4,000 homes, businesses 
nd other distribution points, and 
o 335 fire hydrants in the city. 


The 68-year-old water utility 


irm is a home-owned corporation, 
,-ith ,86 stockholders, all of whom 
re residents of Dixon except six. 
'resident of the company is H. C. 
Varncr,' with- Glen F. Coe, man- 
ger. 
The water company plant is lo- 
ated at 92 Artesian avenue, and 
owntown offices are at 121 East 
irst street, Dixon. 


Hold* 2,000,000 Gallons 


The water plant is equipped 


vith a pumping station and well 
ouscs. The reservoir and elevat- 
d tank storage capacity is ap- 


(Dixon Telegraph, Oct. 16, 1879) 
The editor is absent this week; 


and in fact was away the greater 
>art of last. 


The boys in the office will, how- 


ever, measure the large pumpkins, 
size up the mammoth eggs, or dis- 
pose of any apples or cider that 
need to be noticed, especially the 
cider. 
We will stand up for the 


"spirit of the press." 


STILL WORTH A NICKEL 
(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar._ 29, 


1883) A new device for the new 
five cent nickel piece has been 
adopted. On the revise the legend 


E. Pluribus Unum" has been 


taken from below the wreath ant 
placed above it, and the wore 
"cents" is inscribed below the 
Roman numeral "V." 


"COLD ENOUGH FOR YOU?" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 25, 1883) 


—Sunday morning thermometers 
indicated from 32 to 35 degrees 
below zero. 


GYPSIES KNOW "ALL1 


(Dixon Telegraph, July 29,1880) 


—Gypsies are encamped in a grov< 
on the North Side. Fortunes told 
and stolen property described on 
short notice. 


BRICK YARD PLANNED 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 
15 


1883)—The Ramsey Brothers o 
this city have completed arrange 
ments for the manufacture o 
brick and tile during the comin; 
season on an extensive scale. 


City Assured of Service 
By Dixon Water Company 


proximately 2,000,000 gallons of 
water/ The company employs 15 
to 25 workmen to serve the Dixon 
area. 


Electrical pumping equipment 


offers complete water utility serv- 
ice to residents and business peo- 
ple in Dixon and adjacent terri- 
tory. 


The company is ready to extend 


its water facilities to new loca- 
tions as ordered. 


The Dixon Water Company holds 


membership in the Chambers of 
Commerce of the United States, 
Illinois and Dixon, and is a mem- 
ber of the American Water Works 
Association and the Illinois Manu- 
facturers Association. 


The present vast system of wa- 


ter works of the Dixon Water 
Company began when the first 
main, made of wood, was laid from 
Artesian avenue west to Galena 
avenue, thence south on Galena 
to Second street, and west on Sec- 
ond street to Hennepin avenue. 


Dual Service Performed 
By Loan, Building Group 


Dixon Telegraph 
Plans to Move 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Aug. 
23, 


1883)—We are preparing to move 
nto better and more extended 
quarters on Water street, and 
herefore our readers will excuse 
our present shortcomings. 


We have, in the past few years, 


>ut in a large amount of machin- 
ry, Including a steam engine, pa- 
per cutter, large job press, etc. 
etc., and we find that the weight 
a too much for the third story (of 
Exchange Block). 
Yew Industry 
Makes Posts 
t 


In early December. 1883, the 


manufacture of iron fence posts 
was begun in Dixon by E. S. Rutz, 
n the foundry building belonging 
o the Dement estate. 


The Telegraph said: 
"The posts manufactured by Mr. 


Rutz are a combination of wrought 
and cast iron, and weigh eight 
pounds each. They are practically 
ndestructible, are strong enough 
o meet ordinary requirements and 
can be put in position ready for 
ise in three minutes." 


The Dixon Loan and Building 


Association, organized 
April 9, 


1887, has received over a million 
dollars in savings and investment 
'unds of individuals and firms, 
\vhich are in turn re-invested by 
Lhe association in first mortgages, 
monthly payment loans on homes 
and other improved real estate m 
Jie Dixon metropolitan area. 


Secretary and manager of the 


64-year-old savings and loan as- 
sociation is Donald B. Raymond. 
The association owns its own of- 
fice quarters at 119 East First 
street in a building constructed in 
1924. The Dixon Loan & Build- 
ing Association 
completely re- 


modeled its office quarters in 1950. 


The association has a dual serv- 


ice to sell—the promotion of thrift 
and home-ownership." It offers in- 
vestors a convenient and flexible 
means 
of accumulating savings 


where they will be secure, avail- 
able if needed, and invested to earn 
an attractive return 


Borrowers are offered a sound, 


ong term home financing plan 
at low cost, a plan which has been 
developed over many years so as 
jest to meet the needs of respons- 
ible local families in their efforts 
:o attain home ownership. 


The association's loans are prac- 


tically all on real estate 
in or 


within six to eight miles of Dixon. 
About 85 per cent of its investors 
are local families, and about 15 
per cent investing funds are from 
elsewhere. 


The Dixon Loan & Building As- 


sociation is a member of the Unit- 
ed States Savings & Loan League 
and the Illinois Savings & Loan 
League. 


The association's operations are 


directed by a seven-man board of 
directors, all local business men. 
At present, directors are: Louis 
H. Berrettini, Mcrton M. Mcmler 
Howard G. Bycrs, Charles E. Mil- 
ler, Sherwood Dixon, Harold Rorcr 
and Donald B. Raymond. 


DHA.MA FROM NEW YORK 
(Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 2, 1882) 


—Remember the Madison Square 
Theatre 
Company 
bring 
the 


original New York' scenery with 
them to use in the production of 
"Hazel Kirke". 
At the Dixon 


Opera House Saturday evening, 
March 4. 


HOMES NEEDED FOR KIDDIES 


(Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 25. 1883) 


—A company of children, mostly 
boys, from the New York Juvenile 
Asylum, will be in Dixon at the 
Keystone House, Feb. 9. Home 
are wanted for them with farmer 
where they will enjoy fair advan 
tages. 


Hunter Company, Builders, 
Opened at Dixon in 1882 


The Hunter Company, general 
ontractors and builders, was or- 
anized in Dixon in 1882. 
The 69-year-old firm is owned 
y Alden F. Hunter, son and broth- 
r of the founders, who devotes 
,1s entire time to serving: the com- 
any's customers In an area within 
50 mile radius of Dixon. 
The Hunter Company's ware- 
ouse and office are located at 81 


College avenue. The firm performs 


ew building and remodeling and 
pecializes in roofing and siding. 


• Roofing Deflm Wind* 


The company's rigidly interlock- 


ng asphalt roofing shingles defy 
Overstreet Jewelry Store 
Among City's Oldest Firms 


Intentions Honest. 


(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
July 
31, 


^879)—A man broke in the win- 
dows of the Lee County National 
Bank Tuesday night and waited 
>atiently for an officer to arrest 
lim. He state that his sole object 
n this deviltry was to find a lodg- 
ng in the jail where he would be 
supported, having been sent from 
the county farm. 


"LIFE'S MISTAKE" 


(Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 2, 1882) 


—"A Life's Mistake" is a sensa- 
tional drama. French in character, 
strong and interesting: with a well 
conceived and happy terminating 
plot. 
At Opera House tomorrow 


night. 


GOOD OLD DOC 


—Some kind doctor left a pair of 
twin boys at Uriah McKcnncy's 
residence, not long since. 


NOBILITY VISITS HERE 
(Dixon 
Telegraph, 
Sept. 27, 


1883)—Sir William and Lady Mc- 
Cormick of England have 
this 


week been visiting their cousin 
Judge James B. Charters of this 
city. 


"LAND OFFICE BUSINESS" 
(Evening Telegraph. May 
IS 


1886)—C. A. Todd Is doing a Ian 
office business since he has re 
duccd the price of his 50-cen 
neckties to 25 cents. 


heavy wind* and its insulated as- 
phalt, asbestos and aluminum sid- 
ing products eliminate the high 
cost of painting and reduce high 
fuel costs. 


For the past 24 .years the com- 


pany has specialized in roofing 
and siding in Dixon and the sur- 
rounding territory, and has estab- 
lished a record Tor dependability. 


General contracting and con- 


struction work have been added in 
recent years and th« company em-. 
ploys only skilled workmen. Each 
inquiry receives the personal at- 
tention of Mr. Hunter. 


A leading establishment in Dix- 
n for 68 years has been the jewel- 
y establishment of Fred Over- 
treet & Son at 203 First street. \ 


The Dixon jewelry store, was 


irst organized in this city in 1883, 
nd occupies a brick store erected 
bout 1918. 
Overstreet 
jewelry store uses 


nly the best and most modern 
quipmcnt in keeping jewelry In 
epair. and the store's workmen 
re trained in the finest college in 
he country. 


The firm handles the best lines 


if jewelry and buys its goods only 
rom established, reputable houses, 
"he store welcomes new and old 
iiistomers with a courteous and 
•bilging sales force, who considers 
t a pleasure to satisfy the most 


discriminating of tastes in jewelry. * 


Handle National Line* 


Among the nationally known 


lines of goods handled by Over- 
street ~& Son are International, 
Reed-Barton and Wallace sterling, 
and Haviland. Syracuse and Cas- 
tleton china and Morton English 
bone china. 
Overstreet also in 


dealer for the famous Omega line 
of watches. 
* - 


The jewelry firm's owners feel 


that it has been a pleasure to .op- 
erate a store in Dixon, where they 
believe the citizens are of highest 
calibre and arc most considerate 
mid thoughtful. 


Overstreet & Son jewelry store 


is a member, of the Dixon Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Jewelry 
Indutry Board. 


Buckley-Staples Observes 
65 Years Funeral Service 


Buckley-Staples Funeral Home 


at 710 Third street, Dixon. is one 
of the most modern establishments 
of its kind in northern Illinois. 


Joseph W. Staples first entered 


.he undertaking and funeral dl- 
•ecting business in Dixon March 1, 
1886, and opened his own business 
n 1903. In 1927, he was joined 
:iy Frank W. Buckley, who ac- 
quired the business in 1948 after 
the death of Mr. and Mrs. Staples. 


The Buckley-Staples establish- 


ment is a homelike funeral home 
away from the noise and traffic 
congestion. Plenty of parking Is 
offered at all times. 


Equipped With Cadillac* 


The firm Is completely equip- 


ped with Cadillac hearses and am- 


bulances and competent and dig- 
nified service is available for 24 
jours per day. 


Buckley-Staples Funeral Horn* 


attendants will travel to any place 
they are called as part of their 
services. The funeral home offers 
a complete selection of caskets, 
vaults and clothing. 


The two men who figure in the 


history of the Dixon funeral home 
have given Dixon 65 years of dig- 
nified service, and Mr. Buckley 
continues to carry on In the tradi- 
tion of the founder. 


The firm Is a member of the Il- 


linois Funeral Director* Associa- 
tion and the National Funeral Di- 
rectors association. 


100 Years 


in Sewing Machines 
and Clothes... 


A century ago, the picture at the extreme 
right would undoubtedly be a true setting 
for the lady doing her home sewing. Her 
machine is one of the first Wheeler and 
Wilson models, and is approximately 100 
years old. The material was fed crosswise 
through the sewing machine instead of for- 
ward, as in present day models, and a 
curved needle was used. 


Making a quick change our model, Mrs. 
Walter Zink, steps pictorially through time 
and displays today's prize—the Free-West- 
inghouse Electric sewing, machine. Its 
beautiful styling and unerring precision 
have brought nothing but praise from Dixon 
women who now find that sewing is easy 
. . . and fun! Great-grandmother would 
certainly envy you. 
' 


We have been privileged to provide you, 
the modern woman, with such fine'ma- 
chines, sewing cabinets and accessories 
and to repair and service your machine, 
whatever the make. We don't know if our 
being in business has accounted for the 
phenomenal increase in home sewing in 
this community. But it has been our pleasure, 


through knowing you in our 
sewing classes or in daily 
contacts, to feel that we have 
played a part in this by of- 
fering you the finest products 
and services we know of. ' 


The 


SEWING MACHINE CENTER 


105 S. Hennepin Avenue 
Fhone 3-5352 


The above background .and dress courtesy of 
Ihe Loveland Community House Museum. The 
century-old sewing machine was loaned to the 
museum by the Sewing Machine Center and is 
currently on exhibit there. 


THIS MONTH MARKS THE 1 Oth ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE SEWING MACHINE CEN- 
TER, always at the sain* location under 
the same management. As the only store 
in Northern Illinois specializing exclusively 
in sewing machines, we invite you to come 
in and help us celebrate our first decade 
in business. 
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"FAMOUS FOR FINE FOODS SINCE 1932 


Fine foods, splendid service and Hospitality ... that about sums up the success story of the 
Rainbow Inn, located on route 2, Palmyra avenue. Under the skillful management of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Petersen, this modern dining spot has become known far and wide as one of 
the most popular places for good food in this entire area. 
They are very proud of this reputation. They have constantly offered the Jbest of food, prop- 
erly prepared and served in an efficient manner and their policy of "fine food and good en- 
tertainment" will continue to head the list of important features for every customer. Naturally, 
the fact that they are serving a steadily increasing clientele has meant that they have had to 
provide additional facilities and last year, they opened the beautiful new "Mural Lounge," 
where, you can enjoy delicious food and listen to melodious music from the fine Hammond 
electric organ. 
The Rainbow caters to private parties for all occasions—weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, 
and business meetings as well as family dinners ... You'll never know how good food can 
be until you visit the Rainbow. 
Ir 


CARL PETERSEN 


BETTY PETERSEN 


THE MURAL LOUNGE 
SPACIOUS 
DINING ROOM 
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1888...Milk Factory Is Planned Here 


\ 
State Board of Agriculture 
Holds Three-Day Institute 


The Congressional Farmers' In- 


stitute meeling. held under the 
auspices of the Illinois State Board 
of Agriculture at Dixon, Febru- 


*>ary 9, 10 and 11, 1888, was at- 
*' tended by a large number of pro- 


gressive farmers, stockmen, dairy- 
men and horticulturists in the 
Seventh Congressional District. 


The institute was called on the 


theory that the prosperity of all 
classes is dependent upon the suc- 
cess of the farmers. 
In the eco- 


nomic background were low prices 
and the 
increasing competition 


resulting from the opening of new 
£ lands to the~-west. 
* 
It became necessary for farmers 


in that year to consider the im- 
proved and successful methods of 
cultivating the greatest diversity 
of crops that could be grown in 
this area. 


Newspaper Coverage 


Realizing the importance of the 


meeting and the necessity of re- 
porting the facts, The Telegraph 
devoted many columns in the issue 


4'of Feb. 16, 1888, to reports of the 


institute. 


Excerpts from these columns in- 


cluded: 


"The Farmers' Institute, not- 


withstanding the cold weather, op- 
ened at the Opera House yester- 
day. 
The following papers 


will be read this evening by the 
speakers named: The Relations of 
Agriculture to Other Industries, 
Mrs. R. H. Mead, Galva; The Far- 


C- mer's Wife, Mrs. I. H. Elliott, 


Princeton; Home Adornment and 
Home Life, Mrs. R. D. Harrison, 
Princeton; Transportation, Hon. 
Clark E. Carr, Galesburg. 


"Tomorrow morning A r t h u r 


Bryant of Prniceton, will deliver 
an address on Horticulture: to be 
followed by Chas. Patterson of 
KIrksviUe, Mo., on Apple Growing. 
Prof. Johnson of Elburn, will close 
on Veterinary Medicine. 
^ 
"Value of Clover" 


"The afternoon session tomor- 


row will be highly interesting, as 
the following speakers will address 
the people: The Progressive Far- 
mer, John 
McKinstry; Farm 


Drainage, A. P. Dysart; The 
Value of Clover as Fertilizer, H. 
K. Smith; State Finances, Hon. 
Henrv D. Dement. 


". . . William McMurtrie opened 


Lhe debate in the morning with 
the 
subject 
'Fertilizers, 
what 


they are and their Value.' He 
spoke of the value of nitrogen, 
phosphoric acid and 
potash in 


:orn, 
wheat and oats. 
Qualities 


and value of potash, phosphoric 
acid and nitrogen are removed 
from Illinois soils by leading farm 
products. 
Each fanner must to 


succeed ascertain for himself what 
fertilizers are needed on his farm. 
Some farms require one kind of 
fertilizer and some another. The 
wheat crop should follow the corn 
crop in order to keep up a proper 
balance in the quality of soil. He 
exhibited tables showing strength 
and trade values of various kinds 
of fertilizing materials. . . . His 
talk was very interesting. 
The 


question was asked, 'What is the 
expense of good fertilizing?'' The 
answer was about three dollars 
and ninety-five cents per acre. 
Still that depended very much up- 
on the adaptability of the fertil- 
izer for the land upon which it is 
spread. 


"Forage Plants" 


"E. E. Chester, of Champaign, 


this state, read an interesting 
and instructive paper upon Forage 
Plants. He designated the differ- 
en varieties, their value and the 
soil in which they thrive. The 
speaker omitted some parts of his 
paper on account of lack of time. 


". ; . Ex-Senator Whiting, read 


a paper of considerable length 
upon the abuses which the farm- 
ers are supposed to endure on ac- 
count of high tariff, and what he 
claimed as the natural results of 
monopolies and trusts. x 


". • . E. C. Lewis' talk on roads 


was useful as well as interesting. 
. . . Gravel roads were recom- 
mended. 


"... Mrs. R. H. Harrison's pa- 


per on "House Adornment and 
Home Life' was well delivered and 
very interesting. 


" . . . But the speech of the 


evening was that made by Mrs. 
General 
Elliott 
on 
'Farmers' 


Wives.' It was a continuous flow 
of wit and sarcasm, delivered in 
a pleasant manner and of course 
pleased the audience very much." 


Late 19th Century Period 
Of 'Personal'Journalism 


The late 19th century was the 


«ra of "personal" journalism, when 
the laws of libel had not been in- 


. tcrpreted into the finer points that 


mark 
today's 
newspapers—and 


when editors did not hesitate to 
say what they were thinking and 


4 about whom they were thinking. 


The day was still to arrive, when 


the telephone and news syndicating 
services would make the business 
of newsgatherlng a highly imper- 
sonal 
one—when the 
reporter 


would write an impersonal story 
about people he had never seen 
before they made the news that 
brought them into the spotlight. 


Acquainted With Everyone 


, » 
The old time editor was ac- 


quainted with everyone of whom 
he wrote—if not personally, at 
least by hearsay. He was especial- 
ly on intimate terms with his 
brothers of the journalistic profes- 
sion. 


Editors took a paternal pride in' 


their growing cities and towns and 
their occupants and often used 
their columns in 
good-natured 


joshing back and forth, and read- 


•f^crs were so delighted at these sal- 


lies that they followed them eager- 
ly to see whether the home town 


editor had "pulled off a good one' 
on the out-of-town editor. 


When Editor Shaw saw a woman 


doing her spring housecleaning, he 
remarked in his paper that "she 
never looked better than she ap- 
peared in that calico dress, with 
sleeves rolled up and ready for 
work," adding the moral that "we 
mortals are never so happy as 
when we are at work." 


Hasty Retort 


Back came this rcjoiner by Edi- 


tor Kiner of the Henry County 
News: 


"Ben Shaw of The Dixon Tele- 


graph got mashed on a married 
woman, whom he saw in a Mother 
Hubbard cleaning house. 
Ben 


Ben! You bald-headed old snipe 
of the valley!" 


This was too much for the leo- 


nine Editor Shaw. He replied: 


"The idea! The editor of this 


paper getting mashed, and then 
accused of being bald-headed when 
his hair did not commence falling 
out until a few years since. 


"The idea! With hair too long 


to cut with a lawn mower—and a 
head that is rarely seen near.th 
footlights at the opera!" 


Dixon Man's Flying 
Machine Is Unearthed 


Long before the Wright brothers 


conceived the airplane and opened 
the skies to traffic in both war 


w and peace, there were others who 


bad ideas of flying through the 
air with crudely devised flying 
machines. There is evidence, sup- 
ported by a story which appeared 
in The Dixon Telegraph in 1888, 
that Dixon might have contributed 
to progress of aeronautics 
If a 


local shoemaker • had had more 
money, more knowledge or more 
imagination. 


£ 
Although the idea of flying was 


1 
pooh-poohed in the 1880s. there 
was at least one man who be- 
lieved in the possibilities of flight. 


The atory recounting the strange 


contraption found- in Dixon ap- 
peared in the newspaper on March 
22, 1888: 


"In excavating for the cellar for 


the new brick block on the corner 
ol First and Galena streets, an 
archaeological discovery (if 
the 


history of this city may be 


considered) very .clearly indicates 
that the first settlers 'of Dixon 
hart some sort of notions of flying 
through the air as birds fly. 


"Many citizens of Dixon pre- 


sume to be able to fly In the fu- 
ture, but of late years none have 
attempted ethereal trips while 
residents here -below with their 
shoes on. 


Found In Himement 


"In excavating in the ruins of 


the basement formerly occupioi 
as a place of business by our lat< 
fellow citizen, 
Oliver 
Wagner 


there was found the skeleton o 
a flying machine. 


"We do not think that Mr. Wag 


ner had any connection whatevc 
with any sort of flying ideas an 
therefore the machine did not be 
long to him. However, a scor 
and a half more years since 
shoo merchant of this city, name 
Sprague, made, or attempted t 
make, a flying machine and oldes 
inhabitants remember that it wa 
a joke often repeated that Spragu 
hacl constructed a flying machin 
in a cellar and made it so ver 
large that it could never be re 
moved from the-shop. 


Long Since Forgotten 


"The joke1 and the flying ma 


chine were both long since for 
gotten until recalled by this ev 
dcncc of the' folly of man's at 
tempt to fly in the face of th 
fates by vain efforts to fly,,wer 
discovered in the shape of wires 
springs and steel bands, that la 
rusting in the ruins of the ol 
cellar." 


FOR RAILROAD BRIDGE 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, July 19 


1888)—-Two carloads of iron hav 
arrived for the 
new 
rallroa 


bridge. Prom all appearances 
will be a much heavier bridg 
than the old one. 


They Look More Like the STERN SISTERS 


SITIE R N BROITIHIEIRIS 


DIXON ILLINOIS. 


If you want a real good bargain in CLOAKS bo fcurc 


and call on us before buying. 
Wo wont promise you to 


giro away the Cloak for nothing, and besides make you a 
present of something more valuable than the goods you 
bought of us, but we will positively tare you 25 
Per 


Centon every garment. 
We have a larger and better 


selected stock of Cloaks than any previous winter. 
We 


will "d vour Trade as of old, by dealing with you FAIR 
and SQUARE, and by Riving you the lowest prices. 


When in the city please call on us. w« will be pleased 


to show you through our CLOAK DEPARTMENT, post 
you on prices, and leave you to decide whether our 
Cloaks are cheaper and belter made up tbau those of our 


competitors. 


Our Plush Coats and Wraps are all warranted to wear 


well, as they are made of the celebrated LISTER'S 


LONDON DYED PLUSHES, 


The Best in the World! 


Our Newmarkets and Bhorl Wraps are made of the 


Best Broadcloth; Diagonal Goods, and a; 
c'.an iu 


Sliripes tis well as Plaids; warranted to L 
'ell 


We will be pleased to make any alteration that you 


may desire. 


Misses' aafl Ciilte' Gnus a Specialty 


Prices from $1.2o up to $12.00 sizes from 4 to 16. 


Stock is LA.RGER nnd BETTER assorted than over before, and prices alwavs the LOWEST. 


Our Doncola Kid Slices for $1.75 is worth $2 50; our fine Kid Shoes for $2^0 is u mod as any $3 00 »h'«e in town: 
vJUl l/UUli"*1* *-»-lu wnv/v** «v» *£• 
^^ 
a S f l Vnwn mr\mA %lf Aft* 
R^^^V^Pfi I*.** .1.!—L. ___ 
— _^ ^1 •. ! _ „. _*.i 
f &*. AK^nr 
Children school Shoes from 75cts up. 
We still have some Mens BOOTS 


50r.ts <-n the dollar 


which we are closine oni. 


STERN BRO'S Opera Block 


New Industry Expected 
To Increase Prosperity 


Home - Talent 
Wins Acclaim 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Nov. 1, 


Ig88)—The most pleasant enter- 
tainment that Dixon people have 
enjoyed for sometime was that 
given at the Opera House Thurs- 
day evening1. 


Without exception it was one of 


the finest amateur performances 
of a theatrical nature that we 
ever had the pleasure of witness- 
ing. That, indeed, has been the 
universal verdict so far as we 
have heard an expression of opin- 


ion, 
of all who were at the Opera 


House. 


All the young ladies and gentle- 


men performed their parts so 
well that we can hardly select 
any for special mention unless it 
>s to speak of those who took 
eading parts. 
Several of those 


were not easy characters to car- 
ry: and yet we have heard a good 
judge of such matters say that 


there was nothing to criticise." 
Too much praise cannot be giv- 


en to Miss Bess E. Siler for her 
energy and ability in training the 
young people and managing the 
entire affair. 


"Dolly Dimple" 
„ 


Miss Mae Tillson acted "Dolly 


Dimple" in a most charming man- 
ner, appearing with an ease of 
manner as though she had enjoyed 
long training before 
the 
foot- 


lights. The chorus of young la- 
dies was very fine and they did 
appear "too sweet" for Japanese 
in their beautiful 
oriental 
COS' 


tumes. Then, furthermore, mortal 
man never laid eyes on a more 
charming lot of actresses. 


. . . But really we cannot go 


through the list and mention all 
for there were too many. 


'Dear Creatures' Show 
Executive Ability 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 16, 


1888) — Saturday e v e n i n g the 
young ladies of Dixon gave 
party at G. A. R. hall for which 
they had during several days past 
been making preparations and the 
result shows that their plans were 
made, as well calculated efforts 
must, to end in most admirable 
manner and we are happy to say 
that the work as it culminated 
clearly .indicates that the dear 
creatures have executive ability 
and perform matters pertaining 
to business on true-business prin- 
ciples }ust like men. (The even 
v,?s a Leap Year Party which 
was attended by the men in worn 
en's garb).. 
/ 


IX)ST 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Sept. 13 


1888)— Lost today on Main streef 
a lady'a 
russet-colored 
pocket 


book containing a lady's 
gold 


watch, chain and two tickets to 
the dog show. Finder will be re 
warded by leaving same at The 
Telegraph office. 


It Pays to Advertise 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 13, 


1888)—A citizen of Lee county, 
residing not very far from Dixon, 
advertises for a housekeeper or a 
wife, and we have received for 
the young but lonesome widower 
quite a number of answers. 


They are mostly candidates for 


wives instead of 
housekeepers. 


This is not strange when we re- 
member that to become a far- 
mer's wife would also include the 
duties of housekeeper. 


The numerous answers to that 


advertisement not only shows that 
.here are a number of good wom- 
en who do not object to matri- 
mony but they also give assur- 
ance that The Telegraph is a very 
remarkable advertising medium. 


Editor Discusses Weather 
As Topic of Conversation 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Dec. 27, 


1888)—The weather, whether bad 
or good, is a promoter of aocial- 
bllity. "What delightful weather 
this i« for the time of the year." 
has been upon'every tongue during 
many day«. It has given each 
person, however stupid he or she 
may be, a subject for conversa- 
tion and that certainly has a. 
tendency to cause people to at 
least appear sociable; and that is 
about all there is of sociability. 
Really this social aspect will apply 
to foul weather equally as well 
as to the fine, for in the former 


Thanks for the Buagy Ride 


OO. 


Opera Block, Dixon? 111. 


Infant Style 


HO 
, m»nulkctuMdbytbeBookBJ?irBoffyOo«ptay. 


and For Adults 


it becomes only necessary for the 
Interlocutor to change the simple 
suggestion "delightful" to "terri- 


ble" 
and there you have it, a sub- 


ject for a greeting word or a social 
chat. 


"There Are Exception)*" 


There are, however, exceptions 


to this as well as to other rules, 
and we find the exception in the 
person who is determined not to be 
sociable under any circumstances. 
The individual of a taciturn dispo- 
sition who will not be pleasant 
even in pleasant weather, which 
he looks upon only as a "weather 
breeder," These are your natural 
gamblers and therefore should be 
ruled out of 
all 
consideration 


when we talk of sociability. 


The pleasant days 
are 
only 


harbingers of storms to such per- 
sons and therefore the weather is 
always bad to the gambler. Bad 
weather, indeed, is preferable to 
such for it gives them something 
to grumble about. 


Teaching Profession 
Indicates Interest 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Nov. ), 


1888)—A Teacher's Institute was 
held in the Dixon 
High School 


building on Saturday under the 
s u p e r v i s i o n of Superintendent 
James. Nearly 100 teachers from 
Dixon and vicinity were present. 
Indicating that interest in their 
chosen work is not wanting, but, on 
the contrary, steadily increasing. 


In the morning Miss Ardie Con- 


lee of Dixon, read, a well-prepared 
paper on the topic, Intermediate 
Geography, and the 
subject of 


Government Lands was ably pre- 
sented by 
Wm. 
Gochcnour of 


Franklin Grove. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL INSTITUTE 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, July 26, 


1888) — The Lutheran Sunday 
School Institute was a complete 
success and we may give our fel- 
low citizen, the Rev. J. M. Ruth- 
rauff. who was ably assisted by 
the Rev. Remberg, credit for this 
most pleasant as well as beneficial 
occasion. 


WWW 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 30, 


1888)—The workmen on the Illi- 
nois Central railroad river bridge 
at this place were paid seventeen 
hundred dollars in wages on Tues- 
day. 


TEACHERS' INSTITUTE 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 30. 


1888)—The teachers of Lee coun- 
ty have enjoyed a pleasant week 
at the Institute and at the same 
time reaped much benefit by the 
work. 
County 
Superintendent 


James is therefore much pleased 
with the Institute just closed. 


Important news in Dixon in 


1888 was the preparation by the 
Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk conv 
pany to establish a branch factory 
here. 


On February 23, the editor of 


The Dixon Telegraph was so de- 
lighted with the news that he was 
moved to say: "When Mr. George 
H. Page decided to locate a branch 
factory here he added 
another 


Page to the financial history of 
Dixon" that will prove one of the 
most illustrious in all its record." 


The addition of the factory to 


Dixon- industries was seen as a 
great boon to farmers 
of 
Lee 


county and the editor estimated 
that "when the milk condensing 
factory is well under way about 
6.000 cows will be required during 
the entire year to keep it run- 
ning. The amount of money paid 
.put and the great number of far- 
mers that such a business will 
bring to our city each day must 
prove a great benefit to Dixon and 
vicinity." 


Use Artesian Well 


On May 3, the newspaper re- 


ported: "The Anglo-Swiss Con- 
densed Milk company proposes to 
be independent on the water ques- 
tion and will therefore immediate- 
ly put down an 
artesian well; 


sinking it on, the highest point on 
their land." 


Still later in the same month, 


the editor of The Telegraph kept 
his readers apace on.the develop- 
ments of the factory when he re- 
ported: 


"J. M. Patrick, who is now en- 


gaged by the Anglo-Swiss Con- 
densed Milk company, and , will 
superintend the erection of their 
extensive factory soon to be com- 
menced at this place, is almost 
daily in communication by letter 
or the Atlantic cable with 
the 


managers - in - chief. 
George H. 


Page and his brother David, at 
Cham, Switzerland, and they as- 
sure him that their plans for the 
works are .low nearly completed 
and that ho will soon have orders 
to go ahead. 


Work Is Delayed 


"Mr. Page writes that the work 


of making full plans for such an 
extensive concern is much greater 
than was anticipated at first nnd 
therefore the work on the build- 
ings here has been delayed slight- 
ly. It Is the Intention, he says 
to make this the most extensive 
and complete factory of all the 
extensive works yet erected, by 
the company, and that being th 
case, our people of Dixon can wel 
afford to be patient in their anxi 
ety to see ground broken for the 
condensed milk factory. 


"Yesterday, Mr. Patrick, in com 


pliance with an order from Mr 
George H. Page, sent by express 
to the headquarters nt Cham, varl 
ous specimens of the material to 
be used in building the factory." 


Citizens Are Impatient 


There was 
buch impatience 


among the citizens of Dixon and 
Lee county nt the delays and in 
June of the same year, the editor 
of The Dixon Telegraph cndeav 
orcd to appease these pAplc ant 
to quiet their concerns when he 
wrote: 


"On account of the seeming de- 


lay in the contemplated orders 
from headquarters of the Anglo- 
Swiss Condensed Milk company 


for J. M. Patrick to 
commence 


work, a number of 
citizens of 


Dixon have expressed to The Tele- 
graph considerable uneasiness re- 
garding the proposed condensed 
milk factory, that the Page broth- 
ers proposed to erect here. We 
lave never had the slightest doubt 
)Ut that the work would be com- 
menced in due tic. . 
o be the boss milk 


This is 


condensing 


factory and the readers, of The 
Telegraph can well understand 
that there must be no mistakes." 


Editor I« Delighted 


Delighted by the prospects of a 


new i n d u s t r y in Dixon, the 
editor added, "Nothing in the his- 
ory of our beautiful city has ever 
;iven our people that hope for 
'uture success as has the loca- 
ion here of this milk factory. 
It 


s the real turning point in Dix- 
n's history, indicating a great' 
uturc. and The Telegraph firmly 
believes that it will result in mak- 
ng this one of the most prosper- 
ous cities in northwestern Illinois. 


On June 14 The Dixon Telegraph 


stated: 


"J. M. Patrick, agent of the 


Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk com- 
>any has opened an office in Dix- 
on. That is to say Mr. Patrick 
iris rented rooms over Alexander 
& Howcll's store on Galena street 
and opened an office for the Page 
brothers of Cham, Switzerland. 


In August the story continued: 
"The indications arc now that 


George H. Page and brother, of 
the Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk 
'actory, contemplate erecting at 
this city a very much larger fac- 
tory than even The Telegraph in 
all its enthusiasm had anticipated, 


. The factory grounds now 


have the appearance of the found- 
ng and commencement of quite ft 
little city.1' 
"That Milk Factory" 


On October 18th, the newspaper 


devoted five columns to the sub- 
ject of "That Milk Factory" with 
a complete accout of the build- 
Ings being constructed, the price 
of milk, transportation, require- 
ments of milk and the breeds of 
cows yielding 
milk 
richest 
In 


cream and butterfat. 


In spite of the great efforts to 


get the milk factory going that 
year, It was not until July 1, 1889 
that the company received its first 
milk from .farmers. 
- The entire project, it Is recorded, 
was erected and equipped at the 
cost of 5500,000. Later Improve- 
ments Increased the cost to $750,- 


000. 


Average Daily Kicelpta 


In 1904 It was reported that tho 


largest quantity of milk received 
In one day was 150,000 pounds, 
while the average daily receipts 
exceeded 100,000 pounds. It was 
estimated that about 10,000 cows 
were milked daily within a radius 
of 10 to 16 miles of Dixon. to yield 
this product, and that an average 
for the year of about J40.000 was 
paid to farmers monthly for milk. 


One historian, writing in 1904, 


said: 


"The city and community ran- 


not too highly honor the memory 
of George H.-Page (a Palmyra 
boy) 
who, as 
founder 
of this 


splendid enterprise make them his 
lasting debtor." 


Signs of the Times, 1888 . 


If. ns It has been said. "It's the little things that count," here 


are the news items, as quoted from The Dixon Telegraph, In 1888, 
which "counted": 


NIBS AND GLASSIES—Fen. 23, 1X88—The boy* are 


buying marble* and that In another sign of spring. 


» 
• 
» 
• 


PROTEST—March 8, 1888—As we go to press we hear of a 


strike at the shoe factory by the lastcrs because of one of their 
number being discharged. , 


* 
* 
* 
» 


FIRST BRICK HOUSE GONE—April 12,1888—The, Mines 


holism that IH being torn down will be missed by the old set- 
tlers as It wn* the first brick house built In Dixon. 


* 
• 
• 
* 


VACATION—April 12, 1888—B. .F Shaw is on the way to Colo- 


rado for a visit and rest of a couple of weeks. 


* 
* 
* 
* 


CLOSE ORDER DRILL—April 19, 1888—Every Satur- 


day afternoon between five and six o'clock the college regi- 
ment will be drilled on <he campus by Capt. Chas. Schtck. 


* 
• 
* 
• 


NOTING BIG CITY WAYS—April 26, 1888—Mayor S. H. Bethea 


is in Chicago today Inspecting the police department and" water 
works of that city with a view of establishing better service here 
in the future. 
• 
• 
• 
* 
. . 


NUTTY PETS, May 8, 1888—Two pet squirrel* estrayed 


from «he N»chus» Hoiwe on Saturday. A liberal reward 
will be given to any one who will return them. 


• 
• 
* 
* 


"PRETTY" PLACE, June 14, 1888—That is a very pretty resi- 


dence that Prof. Wolfe is erecting for himself south of Third street 
near the college. - 
• 
• 
• 
• 


A BIO CIRCUS, June 21, 1888—Thursday, June 28. 


Grrnler Brothers' Royal European Circus and Menageries 
will pitch tentu In Dixon, and there will be » general 'out- 
pouring of people 1o witness the wonders of tho menagerie 
and arena. 
The street pageant which taken place m 10 


1 
A, m., will be an Importing nffalr—long, varied, and filled 
with special features to catch the eye and please the fancy. 


• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


MAULED BY MORRISON, June 28, 1888—The ball game her* 


yesterday between Dixon and Morrison stood 17 to 22 in favor of 
the latter. 


THE WINNER—Inly S. 18«8~Fre,l Morey had 


lucky <lckei, 5002, that drew Charles Tmlil'n buggy. 


the 
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1889... Lutherans Camp at Hazelwood 


Hundreds Attend 
Church Assembly 


The idyllic shores of winding 


Rock river early became a favorite 
spot for outdoor gatherings of all 
types, and both young and old 
flocked to enjoy 
the 
str6am'« 


scenic pleasures. 


In 1889 one 
of 
the 
largest 


gatherings ever to flock to the 
river's shores arrived at Hazel- 
wood. 
It was the Rock River 


Assembly of the Lutheran church, 
and its weeklong session, brought 
delegates from a score, of towns 
in Illinoisjand Iowa. 


It was not the first lime the 


Lutherans had picked Hazelwood 
for their sessions, but never had 
they attended in such numbers. 


Weather Perfect 


The Evening Telegraph, speak- 


ing' of the Assembly on Aug. 1, 
said: 


•The Telegraph is pleased to 


note that 
the 
Lutherans 
are 


having a pleasant encampment 
at Hazelwood again this year. The 
weather yesterday was perfect as 
it has been most of the time. 


"The rain the night before laid 


the dust and made everything 
bright and clean and the atmos- 
phere pure and bracing." 


A few days later at the close of 


the sessions, which saw more than 
a dozen Lutheran ministers ad 
dressing the Assembly, The Tele 
graph reported: 


"Complete Success" 


"The Rock River Assembly of 


the Lutheran church at Hazelwood 
has been a complete success. The 
attendance has been much larger 
than that of last year and dele- 
gates have reported from Carth- 
age, Mt Carroll, Free-port, DCS 
Moines, la., Wittenburg. Sterling. 
Lena, Polo. Orangeville, Kent, 
Forreston, Rockford, Oregon, Chi- 
cago. Morrison, Elvira and Water- 
loo, la. 


"About 70 tents were pitched 


upon the grounds and the beautiful 
bluff lawn had the appearance of 
a grand encampment. The taber- 
nacle, where the speaking and 
singing are listened to, will scat 
about 450 people. 


"Tonight a jubilee service will 


be held, Interspersed with anthems, 
solos, chorus and instrumental 
music. The Assembly .has been 
a splendid success In every way." 


DOUBLE TRACK 


' The Telegraph reported on Nov, 
2, 1889, that a double track from 
Sterling to Dixon had been com- 
pleted by the Chicago & North 
Western railroad. 


For the 
Thirsty 


dear's Brewery was one of two brewing establishments which supplied beer and cider 
to Dixon and vicinity in the latter part of the 19th century. Opened near Rock river 
in east Dixon in 1867 by James B. Clears, the plant's capacity in 1889 was 500 barrels 
annually. The other brewery, operated by Nicholas Plein, long a city alderman, was 


opened in 1873 


Ingenious Clock Collects 
Money for Sunday School 


(Evening Telegraph, May 23, 


889)—E. L. Kling, of the firm of 
Dodge & Kling, jewelers of this 
city, has made an elegant clock. 
It is not only elegant but it is 
also an exhibition of mechanical 
ngcnuity and good workmanship 
that it is very creditable. 


In some respects it is a sort of 


a miniature Strasbourg clock. The 
front has the appearance of a 
church', or an elegant residence, 
and upon the sides there are what 
appears 
to 
be 
porches, with 


balconies and windows, while the 
carvings arc very fine. 


At the front door of this minla 


ture church there is a bellknob, 
set apparently with 
a brilliant 


jewel, and when this is touches' 
there appears at the door, as it 
swung open, a colored servant, a 
regular little 
Topsey, 
with 
a 


;oldcn card receiver. 


You place a nickel upon the 


>lattcr and Topsey bows politely 
and waltzes in and rings on a 
beautifully toned bell, the hour 
and minutes of the time. How- 
ever, if you fall to reward the 
little colored girl with a nickel 
she gives you no bow but returns 


a sulk, slams the door in your 


face and rings no bells. 


The nickels that Topsey receives, 


by the way, are for the Lutheran 
Sunday School association. 


GKOANRRS 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 3, 


1889)—Those who witnessed the 
athletic sport inform us that the 
wrestling match at 
the 
Opera 


House last night was an interest- 
ing affair. 


Two Trains Fail 
[n Pass Attempt 


"(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 16, 


1889)—Two trains, a freight and 
a passenger, one coming cast and 
the other going west, undertook 
the difficult feat yesterday after- 
noon about two o'clock, of pass- 
ing each other on the same track 
between Dixon and Nelson. 


The effort was, as usual, a fail- 


ure. 
Damaged rolling stock,. but 


no person injured. 


We are unable to procure any 


particulars as the general super- 
intendent is absent and th£ con- 
ductors have forgotten all "about 
it. 


KISSIN' COUSINS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Sept. 11, 


1889)—Charles Rosbrook finished 
his 
travels 
through 
Michigan, 


where he found a 
great 
many 


handsome young liidy cousins, all 
of whom he kissed. 


His wife thinks they worked in 


some outsiders on him. 


River 'Oysters' 
Yield Up Pearls 


In the summer of 1889 a new 


fad swept-down the Rock River 
valley, carrying 
many 
feverish 


prospectors in its wake. 


It began in Wisconsin, where 


someone discovered that the com- 
mon clams found in 
the 
river 


often contained pearls—many of 
them of substantial worth. 


The good news sent Dixonites, 


old and young, to the beaches ;.n 
their spare time, -to "pan" for 
the watery bonanza. Many a story 
was told of rich finds—but few 
people ever realized the rumored 
riches the pearls were to bring, 
although several persons did find 
pearls. 


At least one success story was 


recorded by a former citizen of 
Polo, a neighboring 
town. 
On 


Sept. 13. 
1889. The 
Telegraph 


quoted a Polo paper as saying 
that: 


"A former Polo boy. B. J. Mc- 


Atee, now of Albany, Wis., has 
found and sold 51.122 in pearls 
within a short time." 


The same issue said: 
"A citizen of Grand Detour was 


recently exhibiting on our streets 
a four-ounce bottle half filled with 
pearls." 


Mayor, 1888-89 


STANDARD DAIRY ISN'T 100 YEARS OLD 
BUT 


In One Quart of Our Milfe 


AH This! 


CALCIUM. The Calcium in S pounds of 
broccoli—for strong teeth and hones. 


PROTEIN. The Protein in 2 pork chops 
—for repairing and building tissues. 


RIBOFLAVIN. 
The Riboflavin in 2 


pounds of round steak—to help your 
nerves, complexion and eyesight. 


VITAMIN A. The Vitamin A In 2 eggs 
—to aid eyesight and complexion. 


PHOSPHORUS. The Phosphorus in 2 
pounds of whole fish—to help rebuild 
and repair body cells. 
TIAMIN. 
The Thlamlne. 


in 4 ounces of liver—to 
encourage healthy appe- 
tites and help nerve*. 
ENERGY VALUE. 
Energy Value of 10 
of bread—lor really en- 
joying life! 


MILK 


Is Recognized 
as One of the 
OLDEST •- BEST 


Food Values Available 


It's true ... the history of milk as a food 
dates back through the centuries. It's also 
true today that there is a difference in 
quality, freshness and flavor of milk. Ours 
is Grade A, and with all the latest in pas- 
teurization and homogenization equipment 
you may rest assured of receiving the 
finest flavor, the purest test and the freshest 
milk available. Let us put you on our 
route list today. Your dairy dollar is the 
best investment you can make in good 
health. 


STANDARD 


DAIRY 


1114 GALENA AVE. 
PHONE 3-9511 


SOLOMON H. BEXHEA 


Mayor of Dixon for 1888-89 was 


Solomon H. Bethoa, jurist and 
attorney. 


Judge Bethea was a member o 


the state legislature for 1882-84 
and was a delegate to the nationa 
Republican convention of 1896. 


He was U. S. attorney for tin 


northern district of Illinois fo: 
1898-1905, and was U. S. judge 
for the district from 1905-09. 


Born in Palmyra township in 


1852, 
he died in the office of th 


district judgeship on Aug. 3, 1909 
while in Dixon. 


"GREAT CONTRIVANCE" 
(Evening Telegraph, July 13 


1889)—A great contrivance is a 
steam shovel. There is now on 
at work on%the Northwestern rail 
road east of the station and jus 
west of the Peoria street road. 


BUILDING BOOM 


The Telegraph reported $521,250 


worth of construction for 1889 a. 
of October 3. 


Condensed Milk Factory Opens in 1889 


The much-heralded Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Company factory began operations 
here in July, 1889. On the 7th of that month The Evening Telegraph reported that 
pans, tanks and reservoirs contained 10,500 pounds of milk the first day. 


Impudence 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 
1, 


1889)—For cool impudence the 
mrglars who broke into Kent's 
ruit 
and 
confectionary 
store, 


under 
the post office Saturday 


night, can certainly 
take the 


entire bakery. 


They started a fire in Kent's 
'asoline stove and cooked ham and 
eggs, made coffee, and enjoyed 
a 
bountiful 
banquet, including 


sardines iij one of the courses. 


When they retired from the 


'estive board they took with them 
;hree boxes of 
cigars, 
a 
few 


cigarettes and a supply of candies. 


Pdmous Trotter 
Passes Through 


Along with his periodic reports 


of famous personages who passed 
through Dixon on one of the two 
railroads, the editor of The Tele? 
graph, on Sept. 5, 1889, had this 
report for all admirers of famous 
horseflesh: 


"Axtell? the 
famous 
trotting 


colt, passed through Dixon on his 
way west. 
He made a mile .at 


Chicago in 2:14, which was, con- 
sidering his age, three years, the 
greatest 
achievement 
on the 


American track." 


Bandstand Planned 
In Courthouse Park 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 23 


1889)—Plans have been drawn for 
the grand bandstand to be erect- 
ed in the courthouse park. 


The pagoda will be finished ofl 


in an artistic manner, and so en- 
closed with doors, locks ind bolts 
that only authorized persons wil 
be admitted. 


The stand will 
be 
octagonal, 


with a floor space 18 feet in di- 
ameter, with seats, lamps and all 
the etceteras for a 
first class 


bandstand. 


Cracker Barrel Talk 


."A DAINTY DISH" 


(Evening Telegraph, 
June 
24, 


1889)—Two college students went 
into Reynolds restaurant yester- 
day, ate ice cream until each had 
eaten seven dishes, 14 In all, then 
coolly settled their bill and walked 
to where the sun could shine on 
them. 


1948 
THREE YEARS 


O 


To 'give our customers the best 
possible service we offer to you 
a complete one-stop food store! 


We Feature 


Finest Quality Meats 


Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 


Frozen Foods 


Nationally Advertised 


fGroceries 


FREE DELIVERY AT YOUR CONVENIENCE 
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"OUR AIM IS TO PLEASE" 
MURPHY'S 


MARKET and GROCERY 


719 Brinton Ave. 
Dial 4-8O5* 


NEWSPAPER! 


Where men and women gathered, in grocery stores, on street cor- 


ners, at public entertainments and at churches, the talk of the town 
followed a certain pattern. Among the talked-about items in 1889 
were some of these, as reported on the pages of The Dixon Telegraph: 


* 
» 
» 


MACHINERY PURCHASED, Jan. 3, 1889—W. B. Page 


and J. M. Patrick have returned from Chicago where they pur- 
^ 


chased a large amount of machinery for the milk condensing 
factory. 
* 
* * 


SCHOOL FOR SECRETARIES, Jan. 7..1889—Steinmann & Murch 


have removed their shorthand office from Opera House Block to Union 
Block over City National Bank where the commercial college has been 
heretofore located. 


. 
GETS TOO HOT, Jan. 12, 1889—The Telegraph rcporlcd 


that a man confined to the jail had broken out. Upon capture, 
* 


he explained that the fire in the jullhouse stove had become 
very hot and he was afraid that the jail might burn down, and 
escaped to save himself. 


IKE BARR'S SUCCESS STORY, Jan. 16, 1889—Ike Barr and com- 


panions are having great success catching rabbits with a ferret. The 
boys put the ferret Ui the hole and the rabbits come out as though shot 
from guns. 
* * * 


HELL HATH NO FURY, Jan. 22, 1889—In giving an ac- 


count of the marriage of J. W. Meyer and Miss Ada F. Walker, 
j 


our correspondent made an error In describing the brlde't 
dress. It was nun's veiling Instead of muslin and plush. 


* • * 


TIP FOR THE COPS, Jan. 26, 1889—We receive a communication 


oday that tells of a prize fight to take place in the neighborhood of 
Mxon Feb. 24 for the championship of the cutting room and a leather 
belt, between he who is known as Wisconsin Spider and the Great Irish 
Unknown. We gladly hand this information over to the city police. 


* * * 


CITIFIED AIRS, Jan. 26, 1889—It is quite necessary that 


the names of the streets be placed on the corner street lamps • 
of this city and that the buildings be numbered. We would 
suggest that each block be counted one hundred as In the city 
of St. Louis. The name of the street on the lamp looks citified 
as well as convenient. 


* *. * 


WELCOME, BROTHER. Jan. 28, 1889—Here before us is the Ash- 


ton Press, Vol. 1 No. 2, indicating that this new candidate for journal- 
stic honors is two weeks old. We extend to the editor, Thaddcus Smith, 
the right hand of fellowship. 


* * ' 
-J 


OLD LANDMARK TO GO, Feb. 13,1889—An old and fam- 


iliar landmark is about to be removed from our midst. George 
L. Schuler will tomorrow evening commence demolishing the 
Dixon Collegiate Institute building, which has stood a third of 
a century, one of the most conspicuous edifices in our city. 


» 
* * 


ON THE PAYROLL, March 14, 1889—There are 11'3 men employed 


by the Milk company at present. 


* * * 


TO THE RESCUE, Apr. 4, 1889—Most of the business sec- 


tion of Ashton was destroyed by fire. The Dixon fire depart- 
< 


ment went to the rescue on a special train, arriving in 14 
minutes. Loss was about $100,000. 


* * * 


FREE DELIVERY, Apr. 1, 1889—Postmaster James B. Charters 


informs us that this city, under the law, is now entitled to free mail 
delivery to all parts of the city. 


IT WILL DRIVE YOU CRAZY, Apr. 5, 1889—Some puw.le 


fiend has invented what is called "Pigs-in-Clovcr" to bother 
and annoy the brain of man and woman, too, wo presume. All 
the stores have them. 


* * • 


THE MIDAS TOUCH, Apr. 8, 1889—The millionaire, Vanderbllt, 


passed through Dixon today, but we may say that he overlooked the 
city, judging from the speed of his train of four elegant cars as it 
passed through. 
* • * 


"LADY DIXON" IS LAUNCHED, Apr. 11, 1889—J. E. 


Moycr ban launched his steamer, "Lady Dixon," ^nd yesterday 
' 


made a trip to Grand Detour and back. 


* • • 
* 


A DRAKE, PERHAPS?, June 2, 1889—Mrs. Ernest Brandt pre- 


sented her husband with a duck of a little girl baby 
June 13.1889— 


The baby at Ernest Brandt's house is not a girl as was reported, but 
a fine nine-pound boy. 
' 
• 
* 
* 
* 


RIVER CRUISE, Apr. 15,1889—On the river on the north 


' Hide above the dam I* » 70-foot boat on which In a house, horse 


and carriage and feed for man and beast, /ark Adams and 
Dave Wlnebumt-r left Grand Detour In this craft and are on 
their way to Florida. They will encounter three or four dams 
on Rock river. 
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ONE OF ILLINOIS' FINEST DEPARTMENT STORES 


215-217 FIRST STREET 


4fr-Conditioned 
Opened March 17, 1946 
. 
Fireproof 


PORTION OF FIRST FLOOR 


Hosiery — Lingerie — Handbags — Costume Jewelry^ 


MAX EICHLER 


Founder 


1951 


ADOLPH EICHLER 


Founder 


PORTION OF SPACIOUS SECOND FLOOR 


todies' Coots ond Suits — Ladies' and Juniors' Dressts 


THE ORIGINAL STORE 
, 


Located at T58 South Galena Avenue 


First Opened for Business—February 14, 7897 


ANOTHER SECTION OF FIRST FLOOR 


Scarfs — 
TabfeLfnen — Accessories — Yard Goods 


BEAUTIFUL BASEMENT SALES FLOOR 
— Gfauwar* — DfniMrwart — Drap«riti 


Page 4—Sec. F 
1851—DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
Centennial Edition 5 


1890...Postman Rings Dixon Doorbells 


Phidian Art Club Makes 
Contribution to Culture 


In May, 1890, Mrs. D. H. Law 


invited four friends, Mrs. J. V. 
Thomas, Mrs.. O. D. Fellows, 
and Misses Kathcrinc and Grace 
Godfrey, to meet at her home to 
discuss plans for an art study club 
in anticipation of the World's 
Columbian Exposition soon to be 
held in Chicago. At this meet- 
ing Mrs. Law read an article on 
the art of Phidias which gave the 
group its name. 


The next two meetings were 


held with Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. 
Fellows 
Several women became 


interested in the project and an 
organization 
was 
formed 
with 


Mrs. Law as president and Miss 
Katherine Godfrey, secretary. 
A 


series of eight lectures was given 
in the fall by Miss Ellen Gates 
Starr of Chicago. An admission 
fee was charged for the lectures 
and the money used to buy pic- 
tures and books on art for the 
club to use. At that time there 
was only a small library housed 
in the Fireman's Hall and the 
books and pictures bought by the 
Phidian Art club became the nuc- 
leus of the present library. 


Photographs Purchased 


In January, 1891, another se- 


ries of parlor talks was given by 
Mrs. F. L. Atkins of Chicago. 
Mrs. Atkins was soon to embark 
upon a European tour and the 
club commissioned her to buy 100 
unmounted photographs of 
art 


subjects which at th$t time were 


not to be found in America. These 
photographs' w«re mounted and 
carefully labeled by Mrs. Charters 
and later given to the library. 


The second club year found 


Mrs. A. K. Trucsdale, president 
and Miss Fannie Murphy, secre- 
tary. 
Mrs. Atkins returned for 


another series of lectures and the 
meetings were held in'the parlors 
of the Nachusa hotel. Before the 
club year ended, a treasurer, Mrs: 
Emma K. Brookner, was elected 
and annual dues of $1.00 per 
member were assessed. 


During the next year the Phid- 


ian Art club joined forces with 
the Columbian club of Lee county 
in compiling a volume to be en- 
titled "Pioneer Women of Lee 
County." Mrs. E. C. Smith was 
chosen* to edit the book and many 
members of both clubs spent end- 
less hours of research. The com- 
pleted book was to have been 
exhibited at the Women's Build- 
ing at the Chicago Fair. . Due to 
printing difficulties it was never 
published. 


Anniversaries Celebrated 


At the close of the World's 


Columbian Exposition 
the Co- 


lumbian club disbanded but the 
Phidian Art club is still a flour- 
ishing society limited to 60 mem- 
bers. The thirtieth, fiftieth, and 
sixtieth anniversaries have been 
celebrated suitably. 


For many years the outstand- 


%And There Shall Be Music" 


Best known of the many bands in and around Dixon in 1890 was W. H. Smith's Brass and Reed Band. 


The band was on hand for every public occasion, parade and concert. During this year Dixon began the con- 
struction of a bandstand on the courthouse" square, where the Brass and Reed boys performed on many an oc- 
casion afterward. Another famous group of musicians about this time was the Henderson Shoe Co. band. 


ing social event of the club year 
iias been a musicale at which tal- 
ented artists have entertained 
club members and their guests. 


For the past 20 years the Phid- 


ian Art club has sponsored lee- 


(K 


PEEP! in our door and you 
will find Northern Illinois' 
newest and most modern 
HATCHERY and RETAIL 
POULTRY STORE! 


GflOW/lYLf 


With 


DIXON 


A Progressive Store 


in a 


Progressive Com- 


munity 


Priebe & Sons' Hatchery 


86 Hennepin 
Phont 4-8781 


tures by well known art critics 
and artists, Dudley Crafts Wat- 
son, John Nolf, Moholy-Nagy, and 
art 
exhibits. 
Several one-man 


shows have been seen here. Jane 
Peterson, Leon Persheret, Winona 
Bell, Agnes Ferguson and Magda 
Glatter have enjoyed this oppor- 
tunity. Two exhibits of the work 
of Dixon school children were 
given under the leadership of Miss 
Irma Middup. In 1934 Mr. Nolf 
and Holger Jensen assisted the 
committee 
in 
arranging 
the 


works of 20 artists who were in- 
vited to show their canvasses at 
the Phidian exhibit. 


The pictures were hung in the 


rooms 
over 
the 
Geisenheimer 


store and both Mr. Jensen" and 
Mr. Nolf gave gallery talks dur- 
ing the week that the shrfw re- 
mained open. 


Permanent Gallery 


In 1947 the idea of a perma- 


nent gallery took form. 
Since 


that time each December the art 
committee of the club receives 
works of Dixon artists, secures 
adequate judges and- adds can- 
vasses to the collection which is 
housed in the Loveland Commun- 
ity building. 


The Phidian Art club is unique 


in that it is primarily a social 
group which has actively sur- 
vived for more than 60 years and 


Cit;> Baseball Club Loses 
Game in Stylish Uniforms 


On Aug. 16, 1890, The Telegraph 


carried a report from the Freeport 
Journal of a game in that city by 
the Dixon baseball club. The re- 
port indicates something of the in- 
terest Dixon citizens had in their 
team: 


"The Dixon ball players and 


their friends came here in great 
style, bringing with them several 
of Dixon's fairest young ladies to 
cheer them on to victory. 
They 


appeared on the ball grounds dress- 
ed in their nobby new uniforms, 
and they did look remarkably 
pretty. 


"Ladies Were Proud" 


"The uniforms were black with 


orange trimmings. 
The . young 


ladies who accompanied them were 


holds the attention of women of 
all ages and interests. 


The 1950-51 officers arc: presi- 


dent, Mrs. L. \y. Walter; vice- 
president, Mrs. Wilson Dysart; 
recording secretary, Mrs. Max 
Van Scoy; corresponding secre- 
tary, Mrs. T. J. Goe; treasurer, 
Mrs. Donald Raymond. 


evidently very proud of the Dixon 
ball players, for they wore the 
colors of the club. They drove to 
the ball grounds in hacks, and 
even the hacks were profusely dec- 
orated with streamers of black 
and orange. 


"The hacks were stationed at a 


point where the fair Dixon belles 
could command a good view of 
the ball grounds, and the ladies 
were ready to applaud the brilliant 
plays of their friends. 


"Victory Looked Sure" 


"So much style at a baseball 


game took the plain, matter-of- 
fact Freeport players by surprise, 
and they began to think that they 
stood no show of winning a game 
in the face of such heavy odds. 
Besides the Dixon boys looked like 
ball players and with handsome 
young ladies as mascots, it looked 
as though victory was sure to 
perch on their banner." 


The Freeport Journal's flowery 


story, however, was just a buildup 
to describe the defeat of the Dixon 


I 
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"COTTON" GREENE 
RUDY" RUDOLPH 
LEE" GRIVETTI 


DIXON'S OLDEST 


BARBER SHOP 


SERVING DIXON 


FOR OVER 


50 YEARS 


E. M. GREENE BARBER SHOP 


224 W. FIRST ST. 
FORMERLY H. E. STEPHAN 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


1934 
1951 


Four City Carriers Begin 
Their Appointed Rounds' 


Mayor, 1890 


COL. HENRY T. NOBLE 


A name which meant much 'to 


:he prosperity of early Dixon was 
that of Col. Henry T. Noble, who 
served as the city's mayor for 
1890. 


Col. Noble was a part owner 


of the Grand Detour Plow com- 
pany, long the principal industry 
n Dixon. 


He enlisted in Co. A, 13th Illi- 


nois Infantry, in the Civil War, 
rising to the rank of colonel and 
serving until after the war's close. 


He was a member of the town 


board of trustees for 1856 and 
1858, was twice a 
presidential 


elector and was a delegate to the 
national Republican convention of 
1876. 
He was born In 1829 at 


Otis, Mass. 


He received the compliment of 


being elected Dixon's mayor while 
absent on a tour of the country, 
and died full of honors on April 
15, 1891, a few days after serving 
iis term. 


team, which it did with a relish. 


Telegraph's Excuse 


The Telegraph editor had this 


excuse for the loss of the game 
by the Dixon Athletes, who had 
worn their new uniforms into the 
game: 


"Our boys can play ball when 


they have their old clothes on, but 
their new suits drowned them as 
McGinty's did him. 


"The Frecport boys with 'the as- 


sistance of picked men from Be- 
loit, made 20 runs and our nine 
made—well, the Irishmen in the 
club blame it to the colors black 
and orange." 


1890 Cyclone Kills 
30 People in County 


The Telegraph, on June 21,1890, 


reported a terrible cyclone which 
killed 17 persons in Paw Paw 
Grove, one in Sublette, two in 
Brooklyn township and ten in Wy- 
oming township. 


Damage to property in Lee 


county was estimated at,$200,000. 


In the summer of 1890, the resi- 


dents of Dixon began' receiving 
mail delivered to their doors—morn 
than a year after the city'a postal 
business had qualified her for the 
service. 


In April, 1889, Postmaster Jamd 


B. Charters informed The Tele- 
graph that receipts of the Dixon 
post office amounted to more than 
$10,000, a condition which auth- 
orized mail carrier service within 
the city limits. 


In January, 1890, th.e editor re- 


ported that postal authorities in 
Washington had asked for a state- 
ment of postal receipts in the past 
ten years, and soon a postal 
spector came from Washington 
investigate the possibility of put- 
ting in carrier service. 


Report Favorable 


The inspector made a favorable 


report and the service was ap- 
proved. 
On June 28, 1890, the 


editor told readers that: 


"New street mail boxes have ar- 


rived for use in this city and four 
individual stands and pigeon holes 
are being placed in the post officft 
where carriers %vill receive mail 
for their districts." 


A few days later he reported: 
"The mail carrier appointments 


have been received from Washing- 
ton. This city has been divided 
into 
districts 
that 
correspond 


somewhat with the wards. 


Lists Carriers 


"Thomas Hoban will distributt 


mail in first district, W. P. Divine 
in second, Herbert A. Morris i-% 
third and Louis B. Atkins in the 
fourth. The young men will .re- 
ceive $600 a year as compensa- 
tion." 


On July 1, 1890, the editor 


proudly told readers: 


"No. 8 Water street is the par- 


ticular address of The Evening 
Telegraph now that we are a city 
with free mail delivery. Our city 
mail carriers started out 
morning dressed in their new 
suits) uniforms furnished by C. A. 
Todd." 


"Newness" Causes Delay 


"There was considerable delay 


caused by the newness of the busi- 
ness. It will all work out smooth 
in a few days, however." 


The next day brought this cor- 


rection: 


"The Evening Telegraph is pub- 


lished at No. 8 East River »treety» 
not Water street as we have ai» 
erroneously called it. Water street 
is in North Dixon." 


Nature Boys Take 
Swim Sans Suits 


(Evening Telegraph, June 18, 


1890—The boys who go in swim- 
ming in the mill race expose them- 
selves altogether to much, so that 
ladies cannot with comfort pas^ 
through Water street. 


The marshal should see to this. 


They should wear proper swim- 
ming suits. The authorities have 
requested us 'to give this notice, 
claiming that undressed kids arc 
unfashionable on Water street. 


SPAPFRI 


Dixon in %Goy Nineties' ^ 


The signs of the times in 1890—the beginning of'the so-called 


Gay 90s—were these items which appeared in the columns of Th» 
Telegraph of that year: 
• 
* 
* 
* 


FOREVER BLOWING BUBBLES, Jan. 6, 1890—Soap 


bubble parties are becoming: popular. Prizes are awarded 
to the best blowers. 
• 
• 
* 
• 


QUICK TRIP, Jan. 16, 1890—It is expected tthat Nellie Ely, who 


is making a quick trip around the world, will pass through Dixon 
on the C. & N. W. on Saturday. 
- * 
* 
* 
* 
j| 


"MUCH PLEASED," Jan. 17, 1890—The mayor and city 


council were out last evening inspecting the arc street 
lamps of the Electric Light company. They report them- 
selves very much pleased with the Illumination. 
• • 
* 
* 
* 


MUSCLE-MEN—Jan. 24, 1890—On Wednesday evening the 


Dixon Athletic Association opened their well appointed gymnasium 
at Armory Hall on Peoria street with an attendance of about 125 
of its members. 


» 
• 
• 
* 


COUNTING NOSES—Feb. 11, 1890—The gentlemen who 


have canvassed our city for a directory inform us that Dixon * 
has over 7,000 Inhabitants. 
• 
• 
• 
* 


"PERMANENT" WAVES, March 17, 1890—Ladies should try 


Miss Beach's fluid, guaranteed to keep the hair in curl from three to 
nine days, for sale by Miss Annie Shelton. This fluid will keep the 
hair in curl in damp as well as dry weather. 
• 
* 
* 
* 


MARINE 
VELOCIPEDE—April 
13, 
1890—Abe 
P. 


Smith, with E. A. Bodwell, has Just received a screw pro- 
peller pleasure boat, a sort of marine velocipede. 
r 
* 
* 
• 
» 


PUT UP OR SHUT UP—April 19—Hop Hill, one of 


sports, who stands well on his pins, sends to this office an ope 
letter challenge to Tom Qulnn of Oregon, Ogle County, that he will 
fight him to "a finish" Marquis of Queensbury rules, for full gate 
receipts and for the championship of Lee and Ogle counties. Let 
the Ogle County duffer put up or shut up. 
• 
• 
• 
* 


JUST BEING SOCIABLE—June 26, 1890—When a man 


juks you It It Is "hot enough for you," don't take offense. 
He is making an effort to be sociable. 


• 
* 
* 
* 
"IS IT HOT ENOUGH FOR 1TOU?"—June 28, 1890—One hun- 


dred and twenty-two in the «m yesterday. Ninety-six In the shadf- 
was the best that could be found for even the loafer. 
* 
• 
• 
• 
• 


AUTOMATIC UMPIRE WILL BE NEXT—July 7, 1890 


—A Pcorla man has Invented a mechanical contrivance to 
take the place of a pitcher In the game of baseball. It to 
somewhat of the plan of a pigeon trap, and will do away 
with one of the most expensive members of Che dob. 
• 
• 
• 
• 


EARLY JUKE BOX—Nov. 25, 1890-^-Eugene Malloy has placed 


in his sample room a phonograph of the latest Improved design. It 
is the wonder of this age. The machine rattles off "Annie Rooney," 
"A March by Cappl's Seventh Regiment Band," speeches, etc. "Yo1^ 
prcsa the button, we do the rest." It la a five cent button you preur 
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Blue - white, perfect hi 
Cut, Color and Quality. 
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GirardPerregaux, Gruen,' 'f 
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Uton, Elgin and others. 
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SILVERWARE 
Towle, Gorham, Lunt, 
Heirloom, Watson and 
others. 
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The picture above shows a portion of the store interior as it is today. Every- 
thing modern from stock to fixtures. This view compared with photo below 
of same store interior many years ago shows much progress has taken place. 
Our reputation, built on honest, trustworthy dealings and courteousiservice has 
made our store... "DIXON'S FAVORITE JEWELRY STORE." 


This view taken approximately 58 years ago shows the store interior and old 
pot bellied stove that rendered warmth and comfort to customers favoring Trein s 
with their patronage during the old days. Mr. Trein is shown at the right. M" 
E. L. Kling at left 


Mr. 


Known for 


Finer Dia: 
« 


and 


!!!•nds 


Better Gifts 


t-<-»<^ 


,V > s 
-v- I* 
^/^ 
*T*Ht^k A 


JfUFLRYSTOK 


THOSE WHO KNOW US..: 


KNOW OUR FINE DIAMOND REPUTATION 


They KnOW. that the diamonds we sell are 
chosen with the utmost care for perfection of cut, quality, 
color and brilliancy. 


They KnOW that our diamonds are faultlessly 
mounted in beautiful settings that answer every taste 
for striking style and beauty. 


They KnOW that our policy of giving better 
value in return for the money invested, will be of ever- 
lasting satisfaction. 


They KnOW that not only in diamonds . . . 
but also in fine Jewelry of distinction, in dependable 
Watches of famous brands, in Sterling Silver created by 
the finest mastercraftsmen of the nation ,and other Gifts 
of ever lasting beauty ,we are earnestly striving to Win, 
to Deserve and to Keep the confidence of all our valued 
patrons. 


i 
CHINA 
\ 
/ 
\ 


i Spode, Royal Doulton, / 


*. Pickard, Bavaria, and 
'. 
\ others. 
* 


C. »-v*'v.«^.*^.»^*^"^.*^.»^»^ 


Plated 


$ SILVERWARE \ 
-j 
i 


• Community, 1847 Rog- * 
i crs, 1881 Rogers, Holmes J 
/ and Edwards and others. ; 


* GLASSWARE \ 
< 
t 
' Fostoria, Tiffin, Heisey, 
'/ 
)\ Lotus, and others. 


Aw.-'X.-^.>'x*'%.'' 
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Grandpa Sees First 'Burlee-que 


Eichler Brothers, Inc. 
Serves Dixon 60 Years 


One of the oldest retail stores 


in Dixon is Eichler Brothers. Inc. 
which was established in 1891. 


For 60 years this department 


store has served Dixon's needs, 
growing with the city and keeping 
pace with the times. 
The firm 


was first established by Adolph 
and Max Eichler and continues to 
be operated by the second genera- 
tion of this family. 


The store, located at 215-217 


First street, is completely modern 
in structure and provides air-con- 
ditioning throughout the year as 
an added service to shoppers. 


Eichler Brothers, Inc. now serves 


an area of 50 nules in radius, pro- 
viding quality merchandise and 
nationally known and advertised 
items. 


Over 30 employees give courte- 


ous and experienced service to 
buyers. 


A junior department store is 


maintained in Amboy. 


SHAW IS POSTMASTER 


Dec. 
23, 1891—A Washington 


dispatch states that B. F. Shaw 
has been appointed postmaster at 
Dixon. 


'Sleeper' Play 


(Evening Telegraph, June 9, 


1891)—James Lundergon, while 
playing baseball the other day, was 
accidentally hit on the head with 
the ball, which knocked him sense- 
less. 


His friends hastened for water 


and while they were gone he arose 
and made the circuit of the basea. 
He is certainly an earnest player. 


A QUICK VISIT, 


. (Evening Telegraph, Apr. 21, 
1891) — Jay 
Gould will pass 


through Dixon tomorrow after- 
noon on the Northwestern about 
3:50 with a party of other noted 
railroad magnates. 


F. X. Newcomer Company 
First Established in 1891 


In 1891 George 
C. Loveland 


opened an 
insurance and 
real 


estate office in what is now the 
Ford Hopkins building, and which 
he owned at that time. His office 
utilized one room on the second 
floor. In 1892, he, formed a part- 
nership with Frank' E. Stiteley and 
later with Charles H. Stiteley, and 
the office was moved to 202 West 
First street, the" present location. 
In 1897, F. X. Newcomer entered 
the firm as bookkeeper and insur- 
ance solicitor and became a mem- 
ber of the firm in 1900. 


In 1914, the Stiteley brothers 


moved to California and at that 
time the firm waa reorganised by 
Mr. Newcomer, J. U. Weyant and 
H. E. Senneff under the firm name 
of F. X. Newcomer Company and 
was so operated until the death of 
Mr. Weyant in 1948. Subsequently, 
younger men who had been asso- 
ciated with the organization for 
many years were invited to Join 
in the ownership and at present 
the partners are F. X. Newcomer, 
H. E. Senneff, R. E. Schmidt, H. D. 
Newcomer and H. D. Wade. 


Thus, through change* In in 


personnel caused by death and 


1949 - 1951 


WE ARE ONLY 


2 


YEARS "YOUNG" 


BUT WE ARE 
GROWING 


THE TELEGRAPH IS 


100 


YEARS OLD 


AND 


STILL 


GROWING 


,00*' 


We A re Proud of the 


are not a hundred years old, we are 


only two years "young", but in the two 
short years we have been in Dixon we 
have made ft host of fine friends. On 
this, our second anniversary, we are happ> 
to take this opportunity to thank all the 
fine people who have helped to make our 
store such a grand success. We are look- 
ing forward to many more years of 
progress and are proud to be growing 


with Dixon. 


Company We Keep 


"A store is as good as the company it 
keeps." It has been our policy always to 
keep good company by carrying only the 
nationally advertised brand that our cus- 
tomers demand. Pictured above, are a 
few of our labels. Space does not permit 
showing the dozens of other famous 
names we have in our store but you can 
always rely on getting the smartest; qual- 
ity merchandise direct from the nation's 
leading style centers. 


le shop 


108 First Street—Dixon, Illinois 


Oldest Mason 


On Jan. 22, 1891, The Telegraph 


reported the celebration of the 
100th birthday of Col. Nathan 
Whitney of Franklin Grove.. 
• 


Col. Whitney, The Telegraph 


said, was the oldest Mason in the 
country, and had \served in the 
War of 1812, afterward being ap- 
pointed captain and colonel by 
Gov. DeWitt Clinton of New York. 


Col. 
Whitney came to Lee 


county in 1835. 


removal from the state, the firm 
thus e*ablished in 1891 
still 


operates in the same location 
under the present title of F. X. 
Newcomer & Company; Over 58 
years in the same location. 


With Firm 53 rears 


F. X. Newcomer has 
been 


associated with the institution 
over 
53 years. H. E. Senneff 


entered their employ in July, 1906, 
having been associated with the 
organization ov.er 
44 years. 


Schmidt entered their employ in 
December, 1928, thus completing 
over 22 years with the organiza- 
tion. , H. D. Newcomer came to 
Dixon from Glen Ellyn in 1935, 
or over fifteen years with the 
organization. 


H. D. Wade entered their em- 


ploy In February, 1933, with time 
out for service in the Navy from 
June, 1944 to March, 1946, return- 
ing to the office immediately upon 
his discharge from the armed 
forces. 


Trustees of Estate 


The founder of the company, 


George C. Loveland, passed away 
June 30, 1937 and left his estate 
for the erection and operation of 
the Loveland Community House, 
his old associates being his choice 
for trustees. The original trustees 
were F. X. Newcomer, J. U. Wey- 
ant and H. E. Senneff and upon the 
death of Mr. Weyant, H. D. New- 
comer was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 


Over this long span of years, 


this organization has attempted 
to give the best of service to the 
public in the selling of real estate, 
loaning of money, writing of In- 
surance and acting as Trustees and 
performing similar duties in con- 
nection with the settlement of 
Estates. 


THE WAR IS OVER! 


(Evening Telegraph, 
June 7, 


1891)—James Ship does not -ap- 
pear to realize that the war is 
over, else he would not attempt 
to pass that obsolete Confederate 
States money upon our citizens, 
as he did do on Saturday. 


CDS DAZZLES 'EM 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 15, 


1891)—Gus Hofman is home on 
a visit. He wears diamonds that 
would put your eye out. His star 
shines bright. 


Mayor, 1891-92 


%Naughty Nineties' 
Gay Girlie Shows to Town 


As that part of the 19th century known to America as 


the "Gay. Nineties" was ushered into history, the people of a 
grown-up nation began to throw off the puritanical cloak of 
the past and enjoy "the good things of life." 


One of the "good things" that began to make its appear- 


ance in the naughty nineties was that step-child of all ther\ 
arts—the "girlie" show—and along with it the inevitable 
"bald-headed row." 


Although Grandfather was not 


destined to join in the 
"wolf- 


whistle" chorus of a iater genera- 
tion, which saw the evolution of 
the art refined into such perform- 
ances as the "shimmy," the "fan" 
and "bubble" 
dances 
and 
the 


"bumps"' and "grinds," he was 
treated to plenty of high-kicking 
by the buxom chorines of the lusty 
decade before the turn 
of 
the 


century. 


And Grandpa would probably 


have swallowed his chawin' tobacco 
if he could have witnessed the 
modern day favorites of the foot- 
lights putting on their perform- 
ances. 


Troupe at Opera House 


On one warm Monday evening 


in the spring of 1891, there came 
to the Opera House in Dixon a 
troupe of chorus dancers. 


Contrary to his usual policy of 


notifying the public of Opera 
House entertainment well in ad- 
vance, The Telegraph editor im- 
parted not a word about the com- 
ing of the dancing darlings to do 
their stuff in Dixon. The Tele- 
graph carried no advance adver- 
tisement of the impending iniquity. 


Nevertheless, 
the 
word 
got 


around, somehow, and the tights- 
clad terpsichoreans performed to a 
packed house. And on that mo- 
mentous evening many a Dixon 
wife waited up with fire in her 
eye for the family provider to 
return from his "lodge meeting." 


Editor's "Observation" 


Although The Telegraph editor 


did not dare to mention the nature 
of the entertainment in his columns 
the next day, he could not refrain 
from making a few observations 
of his own. 


He told husbands: 
"You -did not attend the Opera 


House last evening—of course not 
—but can you prove a real first 
class'alibi?" 


And about the "lodge meetings": 
"The attendance at the club 


rooms was small last night. Any 
•sort of an excuse, however 'bald- 
headed' it may be, will answer this 
time." 


The editor gave this "second- 


hand" review of the performance: 


"There was only one solitary 


woman in the audience at the 
Opera House last night and she 
left at the end of the first act. 


"So we are informed by one who 


was there all the while." 


To throw possible female readers 


GEORGE STEEL 


Heading the Dixon city govern- 


ment for 1891-92, 
was George 


Steel. 


Mr. Steel was city alderman for 


the years, 1879-80 and 1882-83, -. 
and was city clerk and treasurer 
from 1884-87. 


He was a member of the school 


board for several years. 


Born at Lockport, 111., in 1842, 


Mr. Steel died at Dixon, Mar. 31, 
1896. 


off the scent, the editor added: 


"There were some of the finest 


trapeze performances ever wit- 
nessed in this city." 


Ironic Sequel 


It's ironic that a few days later, 


following the Opera House per- 
formance, The Telegraph should 
report: 


"A stranger at the Opera HOUR* 


the other night lost his glass eye." 


ELOQUENT CHIMNEY SWEEP 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Mar. 19, 


1891)—A 
professional 
chimney 


sweep is attracting more than his 
share of attention in this city. 
Dressed in a freakishly fantastic 
costume he stands on the cornice 
of the highest buildings and after 
a long bugle call advertises his 
business with an elegance of lan- 
guage worthy of a first-class lit- 
erary subject. 


Everyone Loves a Parade 


Bystanders look on while parading band puts on a performance at Galena avenue 


and River street in 1890s. At right is sign warning pedestrians and carriage and 
'wagon drivers to "Look out for the cars!"- A railroad switch track, completed in 1879- 
80, crossed Galena at the intersection, running to the various water-powered factories 
strung out east of Galena up Rock River. 


Before the Bridge at Grand Detour 


Travelers between Grand Detour and Dixon in the 1890s used this ferry on 


pleasure rides or for business. The ferry is similar to that used in Dixon in 1830s 
and 40s before Dixon acquired a bridge. Even after the river at Dixon was spanned 
by bridges, a ferry continued in use when bridges were destroyed by the Rock River'i 
periodic rampages. 
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TTie Name 


Has Been Associated With 


FINE 


CLOTHING 


For 
Years 


We'll be perfectly frank... the handsomely attired 


gentleman on the left was just about a year before 


our time. However when it comes to present day 


styles in men and boys high grade nationally known 


brands of clothing Vaile's many years of experience 


are your assurance that our fine clothes will put 


you in the forefront' of fashion. 


Such names as Society Brand, Knox, Crosby Square, Arrow, 
Nelson Paige, and Julmoor are added assurance of 


quality and satisfaction. Our 50 Years of experience 


in the clothing business have been the strongest 


factor in affording the opportunity of aggregating 


such a large list of nationally known brands. 


Good looking clotKes Have always made tKc man and 


Vaile's have been furnishing the "Men" with good 


looking clothes for fifty years. 


1901 
1951 


SPAPFRI 


Cl 
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1892... Editor Urges Woman's Suffrage 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Builds, Dedicates Edifice in 1892 
Filled with missionary zeal and 


traveling from Ashton and Frank- 
lin Grove, Pastor 
Staufenberg 


•erved'the German Lutherans of 
Dixon from 1890 to October 14, 
1894. It was during his pastorate 
that the Immanule Evangelical 
Lutheran church in 
Dixon 
was 


organized, and in 1892, the church 
edifice was built, and dedicated. 
The charter members numbered 
24. 


Pastor L. C. Lentz was chosen 


by the congregation as successor 
to Pastor Staufenberg and in- 
stalled on November 11, 1894. 
During his term of office a men's 
chorus was organized on January 
15, 1895 and on the 24th of the 
same month the Ladies' 
Aid 


Society was organized. 
Pastor 


Lentz served 
the 
congregation 


until September 12, 1897. 


New Parsonage Erected 


The following month, on Octo- 


ber 31, Pastor H. F. Schmidt of 
Clinton, Iowa 
was 
chosen 
as 


pastor and duly installed. Previ- 
ous to Pastor Schmidt's coming, 
and during a portion of his min- 
istry, the parsonage was located 
on Woodlawn avenue, south of 
the Northwestern railroad tracks. 
Pledges were obtained to purchase 
the lot north of the church and 
for the erection of a parsonage. 
This was accomplished and the 
building erected during the year 
1900. 
Improvement and repairs 


were made on the church prop- 
erty. Pastro Schmidt served the 
congregation until September 1, 
1907. 


On October 16, 1907 the newly 


chosen pastor, Theodore Drexel, 
delivered his initial sermon. The 
same year a new furnace was 
installed in the parsonage; then 
the wooden sidewalks about the 
parsonage were 
replaced with 


cement ones, the street was paved, 
the space between the church and 
parsonage filled and seeded, side- 
walks were raised and replaced in 
part. 


Toward the end of 1911, through 


the generosity of the Ladies' Aid, 
a church bell was obtained and 
dedicated on Christmas Eve. 
In 


1915, a new furnace was installed 
In the church, and hi 1916 the 
Young Ladies Sewing Society had 
the interior of the 
church re- 


decorated. 


Pastor Drexel Resigns 


On October 15, 1916, Pastor 


Drexel, aftre nine years of service, 
presented his resignation to the 
congregation in order to follow 
a call to Atalissa, Iowa. His 
resignation was accepted and on 
October 29,1916, Pastor Graff was 
called. 
During Pastor 
Graff's 


incumbancy the congregation cele- 
brated its 25th anniversary. 


In 1921, English services were 


introduced and held on the third 
Sunday in each month. Pastor 
Graff served 
the 
congregation 


until January, 1923. 


The history of the congregation 


is especially interesting since 1923, 


IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


because of the enthusiastic inter- 
est and leadership of the Rev. and 
Mrs. August Suechting, successor 
to Pastor Graff. 


The congregation, under Pastor 


Suechting, 
immediately started 


making improvements. On July 8, 
1923, the Jacob's home was pur- 
chased by the trustees of 
the 


congergation, with the proceeds 
of a legacy from Diederich and 
Sophie Jacobs, to be used as a 
home for the aged of the congre- 
gation. 


Luther League Formed 


In 1925 the 
Luther 
League 


started a pipe organ fund and by 
contributions and combined efforts 
of the members the organ was 
purchased and dedicated in April, 
1927. 


The next year, redecorating and 


\ 


1908 
1929 
1934 
1946 


Isador Elchlcr bought out the Plymouth Clothing 
Co. where Valle's are now doing business. 


Sold out and moved to Bondl building where Van- 
denberg's are today. 


Bought, building at 110 First St. and moved Into 
that building the Fall of 1934. 


Went out of business at 110 First Street on Janu- 
ary 26,1946. 


., 
Inc., at 109 Galena Ave., our present location. 


For 38 years Mr. Eichler maintained the repu- 
tation of handling fine quality merchandise 
and of being a square competitor. 
We have 


been in business five years and have strived 
to maintain and improve the policies set forth 
by our predecessor, Isador Eichler. Our busi- 
ness is growing ... which gives us confidence 
to pursue our policy of "keeping up on the 
latest styles in quality merchandise." 


109 Galen* Ave. 
Wai 3-0631 


REV. C. L. WAGNER 
REV. L. C. tENTZ 


aying of hardwood floors in the 
arsonage was accomplished. 1929 
nought three fine improvements: 
a new heating system was in- 
italled, pavement put in adjacent 
o the church property and the 
old windows were replaced by the 
beautiful art glass, windows. 


After much debate, the congre- 


gation finally decided to affiliate 
with 
the 
American 
Lutheran 


church in 1930. During the same 
year, it was decided to rejuvenate 


slogan: 
"The Little White 


Church on the Hill," by giving the 
church edifice a coat of white 
paint. 


Pastor Suechting 
served 
the 


congregation for 14 years. 


The present pastor, Rev. C. L. 


Wagner, 
was 
installed during 


August, 1937. 
Since 1937, the 


rear of the church property was 
cleared by the members of the 
Luther League; the old metal 
ceiling in the church was removed 
and a celotex ceiling put in its 
place; the church and parsonage 


have twice been redecorated and 
painted; hardwood floors laid in' 
the church; church and parsonage 
re-roofed; heating plant replaced 
in the parsonage; new carpeting 
laid in the church by the Ladies' 
Aid; a new oil-burner Installed in 
the church. 


A review of pastoral activities 


includes: 
baptisms—708; Con- 


firmations—166; 
weddings—388; 


funerals—429. 


Three Active Societies 


At present 
there are 
three 


active societies in the congrega- 
tion: The Ladies' Aid, the Young 
Women's Missionary Society, and 
the Luther (Wartburg) League. 
The formation of a Brotherhood 
is in prospect. 


The congregation, although still 


called 
the 
German 
Lutheran 


church, is altogether English. 


From the original 24 charter 


members the congregation has 
grown to include 424 baptized, and 
300 confirmed members. 


Miniature Headlines, 1892 


Among the items which were news of the day in 1892 were these 


stories as reported by The Evening Telegraph in that year: 


A GOOD ROUND SUM—Jan. 8, 1892—The Anglo-Swiss 


Condensed Milk company has paid nut In one way and an- 
other here in Dixon and vicinity about $200,000; and that 
Is what enriches a community and a country. 


BIO CITY AIRS—Jan. 16, 1892—There were six hacks In line 


at the front of the Dixon club entrance at an early hour yesterday. 
It gave a citified appearance to the street 


LARGEST FORCE EVER—Jan. 18, 1892—The Tele- 


graph office has the largest force ever before employed 
In the office. There are on the payroll of this "print shop" 
12 printer* and every one of them Is a typo. Beside* this 
force we employ over a dozen carriers. 


HE QUITS—Jan. 22, 1892—D. B. Ayrcs' white horse, which has 


been old enough to vote for the past eight years, and having faith 
fully served our citizen as a family carriage horse for the pasi 
twenty years, will be seen upon our atreets no more, he having quit 
this world. 


Woman's Relief Corps 
Organized Here in '92 


Dixon Woman's Relief Corps 


No. 218, Auxiliary to Dixon Post 
299, Grand Army of the Republic, 
was organized through the efforts 
of Mrs. Dorothy N. Law, and on 
December 12, 1892, was instituted 
by Mrs. Nellie Stitzel of Pecatoni- 
ca, who was serving the Depart- 
ment as instituting and installing 
officer. 


The 'charter for Dixon Corps was 


closed with the largest member- 
ship of any corps in the state, 
having 100 names inscribed there- 
on. Of these there is one member 
living, Miss Amelia Menton. 


In 1892 and for many years 


thereafter, the work of the order 
consisted principally in extending 
relief to the veterans and their 
dependent ones, but as their-needs 
and numbers grew less other lines 
of work were added. 


Patriotic teaching nas always 


been included in the work of the 
order, and many flags have been 
presented to churches, schools, 
public buildings, Sunday school 
classes and Boy and Girl Scout 
troops. 


Bronze Tablets Presented 


The Corps has also presented 


several bronze tablets of Lincoln's 
Gettysburg address to schools and 
one was placed in the Loveland 
Community house, April 6, 1941, 
n memory of Dixon Post 299, and 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of the organization of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 


June 29, 1933, marked the 50th 


anniversary of the Dixon Post No. 
299, Grand Army of the Republic, 
and the members of Dixon Wom- 
an's Relief Corps No. 218 cele- 
jrated the event with a banquet at 
the Nachusa hotel in honor of the 
'boys .in blue" and the dedication 
of a memorial tree and tablet 
afterwards 
in the court house 


square. 


It was a gala day, yet tinged 


with sadness withal, and the eyes 
were moistened and hearts con- 
stricted when the remaining seven 
soldiers were escorted to their 
seats at the banquet tables with 


lommander George L. Richardson 
taking the lead. 


The Corps is the oldest patriotic 


organization of women in our city 
and from its inception has always 
aided in every way that which 
tends to benefit humanity. 


The Women's Relief "Corps also 


has the distinction of being the 
only patriotic organization in exis- 
tence founded solely on the basis 
of loyal womanhood, regardless of 
kinship, through which any wom- 
an may render patriotic service to 
our country. 


Highly Esteemed 


The order is highly esteemed by 


all true Americans, not only for 
its unselfish devotion to the com- 
fort and need of the Union Vete- 
rans, but also for the assistance 
that is being given to the soldiers 
of all wars. 


The following nave served as 


president of No. 218: Mrs. Dorothy 
N. Law, Sarah A. Brubaker, Ra- 
chel 
M. Dey. 
Marilla 
Lewis. 


Augusta Mitchell, Maria Green, 
Clara Goodrich, Nellie Eastman, 
Alian Reed, Nellie Dixon Fassler, 
Mary Youngman, Maria Stack- 
pole, Carrie Decker, Ethel Brook- 
ner, Eva M. Richardson, Moderene 
Jones, Lottie Horton Durin, Maude 
L. Hobbs, Janna Ware, Esther 
Walder 
and 
Mabel 
Ortgiesen 


Beers. 


Present officers are: President, 


Mabel Beers; senior vice president, 
Bess Brant; junior vice president, 
Dora 
Fruin; 
treasurer, Maude 


Hobbs; chaplain, Janna Ware; con- 
ductor, Hattie Weisz; guard, Em- 
meline _ Frixby; 
and 
secretary, 


Etta Baker. 


Patriotic instructor, Moderena 


Jones; press correspondent, Eva 
M. Richardson; musician, Frances 
Swarts; assistant conductor, Daisy 
Brenner; .assistant guard, Ger- 
trude Malloy; color bearer No. 1, 
Ida Rice; No. 2, Meta Wilhelm; 
No. 3, Carolyn Boyer; and No. 4, 
Mabel Dial. 


A NEAT COMPLIMENT 


'Miss Mamie Dowing has been 


chosen valedictorian of the class 
of 1892 at the North Dixon high 
school. A neat compliment. 


Ladies Do 'Marvelously' 
In Spite of Male Doubts 


Dixon Frolics 
At Masque Ball 


One of Uie social events ot every 


season in the 'Gay 90s' was the 
annual Masque Ball held at the 
Opera House. It was a 'ime for 
the gentlemen and ladies to hide 
behind strange costumes and eye- 
coverings. 


The Evening Telegraph reported 


that the sixth annual Masque Ball 
given by the Buckingham Club on 
Feb. 10, 1892 was an affair of 
"most unusual magnificence.". 


The Telegraph said: 
"Two hundred or more young 


ladies und gentlemen responded 
to the invitation to attend the 
masque and enjoy the dance, f he 
gallery was open to the public 
and was filled to the walls with 
spectators, who with pleased eyes 
watched the glare and glitter and 
piquancy and phantasm depicted 
on the floor below. 


"There was something of the 


terrible, 
grotesque, 
picturesque 


and more that was beautiful. . 
The hall was ueautifully decorat- 
ed with the national colors and 
evergreens, especially the stage 
where upon a raised 
platform 


prettily 
trimmed 
was 
placed 


Smith's orchestra, surrounded by 
handsome pictures and hot house 
plants." 
________________________ 
r. 


NOT SUITABLE 


(The Evening Telegraph, Feb. 


11. 1892—One of The 
Evening 


Telegraph staff found a pair of 
scissors on the street and as they 
were not suitable 
for editorial 


(?) work, the .oser can'find them 
at this office. 


RUSHING BUSINESS 


(The Evening Telegraph, Mar. 


4, 1892—J. C. Carney, the horse 
dealer, has been doing a rushing 
business hi horse flesh, having sold 
over 80 head during the past win- 
ter. 


It was undoubtedly a coinci- 


dence that The Evening Telegraph 
began thumping loudly for the 
right of women to vote in 1892— 
and a year which was also, leap 
year. 


However, the editor, long favor- 


able to the idea of equal rights 
for women at the polls, wrote orv 
April 19 of that year: 


"Through- the earnest solicita- 


tion of The Evening Telegraph, 
day after day, quite an interest 
was worked up 
on 
behalf of 


woman's suffrage in this city, and 
beginning with a vote of seven 
there were 66 cast in both school 
districts on Saturday last, a week 
later. 


"We believe this doing very well 


as the returns show. If this in- 
terest in the right to vote con- 
tinues we shall hope to sue all the 
women, as are generally all the 
men. at the polls on election day. 


"We Have Our Fears" 


'However, we have -our tears. 


The indications are that the 'Four 
Hundred' class will not come to 
the front. They cannot keep their 
minds off the latest thing in bon- 
nets or the fashions in all sort* 
of dress to bother with voting. 
The ladies who did vote performed 
the duty quite well on Saturday. 
They did not vote very many shop- 
ping memoranda nor shove into 
the ballot box any millinery bills, 
as far as we heard from. 


"Indeed, they did marvelously 


well, but the experiment of lur 
ladies voting at school elections in- 
dicates the necessity of some work 
on their part to understand and 
familiarize themselves with the 
exercise of the election franchise. 
That they should have made mis- 
takes and blunders is not to be 
wondered at as such matters re- 
quire some experience. It would 
be well for them to give the sub- 
ject some study and make Intelli- 
gent preparation for next time. 
The advice may also be profitable 
to some of our male citizens who 
make up their ballots 
fn 
their 


prescription books." 


Grace Evan. United Brethren 
Church Organized Here in '92 


The Grace church of the Evan- 


gelical United Brethren 
church 


ivas first organized in September, 
.892, as the Evangelical church 
of the Regular Evangelical asso- 
ciation of Dixon. 


In April, 1892, under Mrs. Isaac 


Divan, a 
Sunday 
school was 


jpened in Dixon under auspices 
f the Evangelical association, 
with sessions in the Odd Fellows' 
tall. In the group were several 
men and women who were or had 
>een members of Evangelical as- 
ioclation churches in other com- 
munities. 


Under leadership of the Rev. 


and Mrs. Isaac Divan, 13 persons 
brmed into a church society in 
September, 1892, and the new 
church 
joined 
with 
similar 


churches in an Illinois Confer- 
ence. 


Church Receives Name 


In 1893 the conference adopted 


as its denominational name, the 
United Evangelical church, and 
the Dixon church became known 
as 
Grace 
United 
Evangelical 


church, with Rev. Mr. Divan as 
first pastor. 


The Dixon group in a' few 


months purchased a lot at North 
Ottawa and East Fellow streets 
and inaugurated a building pro- 
gram. In the late fall of 1893, 
the new church was completed at 
a cost of $5,000 for building and 
lot. It was dedicated at services 
on the first Suriday in January, 
1894. 


Grace 
church 
grew steadily 


and the great revival of 1905, led 
by Billy Sunday, saw a hundred 
new members added to the con- 
gregation in a single year. In 
1916 'it was found necessary to 
remodel and enlarge the build- 
ing, the exterior of which is sub- 
stantially the same today as 
after the improvements. 


Parsonage Erected 


In 1904 a parsonage was erect- 


ed at 213 East Chamberlin street 
and over the years some minor 
additions of real estate were »e- 
cured by purchase and bequest 


A one-and-a-half 
story house 


with site adjoining the church 
site was donated by Miss Rachel 
Lievan and Miss Jeanette Dewey 
gave a house and lot, the sale 
price of which is held with other 
collateral in a building fund for 
a new church. 


In 1905 Grace church was in 


corporated as the Grace United 
Evangelical church, remaining, 
such until 1922. In this year an 
organic union of two denomina 
tions, 
the 
United 
Evangelical 


church and the Evangelical asso- 
ciation, was made, the new de- 
nomination becoming the Evan 
gelical church. 
Grace 
church 


was then called the Grace Evan- 
gelical church, but was not Im- 
mediately incorporated as such. 


The articles of Incorporation 


and by-laws of 1905 provided that 
If 
the 
corporate body should 


change its ecclesiastical affiUa- 


GRACE CHURCH OF THE EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 


REV. ISAAC DIVAN 
REV. PARKE O. BAILEY 


Uon, members demurring against 
•uch'action might continue'under 
the original name and affiliation. 


The year 1923 saw 
many 


changes in 
the 
personnel of 


Grace church. 
Several Influen- 


tial families withdrew and be- 
came affiliated with other city 
churches. The Illinois Conference 
decided to discontinue the Im- 
manuel church located south of 
Dixon and to move that church 
building to the village of Eldena, 
where a church had been de- 
stroyed by fire. 


Several Families Join 


Several Christian families from 


the 
Immanuel 
church 
joined 


Grace church as did other* for- 


merly members of Evangelical 
and United Brethren churches in 
nearby communities. This move- 
ment to the city, has been accel- 
erated by the drift of population 
to the larger towns, and elimina- 
tion of overlapping congregations 
by consolidation of local churches 
and the integration of related de- 
nominations into larger units. 


A major union of denomina- 


tional bodies took place in 1946, 
wh*n the Evangelical church unit- 
ed with the Church of United 
Brethren in Christ, resulting in a 
new denomination, the Evangel- 
ical 
United 
Brethren 
church. 


Grace church came to be known 
a* the Grace Evangelical United 


Brethren church. 


Adopts New Constitution 


On March 31, 1948, the con- 


gregation adopted a new consti- 
tution and was incorporated as 
the "Grace Church of the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church." 


Grace church has a comprehen- 


sive building program underway. 
Something more than one-fourth 
of the estimated cost of a new 
and more adequate church homo 
has been raised, with a view to 
the enlargement of the influence 
of this Christian corporation. 


The 15 pastors who have served 


Grace church include: Isaac Di- 
van,1892-96; J. H. Keagle, 1896- 
98; J. H. Finkbeiner, 1898-1902; 
E. O. Rife, 1902-06: W. C. Heyl, 
1906-08; Irvin Dunlop, 1908-09; 
G. A. Smith, 1909-14; John Divan, 
1914-17; J. O. Duffy, 1917-18; J, 
H. Johnson, 1918-20; C. G. Un- 
angst, 1920-1923; Frank Brand- 
fellner, 1923-29; A. D. Shaffer, 
1929-36; G. D. Nielsen, 1936-47; 
and P. O. Bailey, 1947 to the pres- 
ent 


IN FW SPA PERI 


Box Factory Makes 
4,000 Units Daily 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 28, 


1892)—We are pleased to state 
that the Dixon Paper Box factory 
managed by George H. Squires, Is 
growing finely. 


From four to five thousand pa 


per boxes are turned out thcr< 
each day, and the number of hnnds 
employed has doubled since its be- 
ginning n few months ago. 


It is a busy and interesting 
place. 
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The Community 
Program and Ideals... 


* Civic Progress 


Is the result of an awakened and aroused Civic Pride 
inspired by the realization that the future of Dixon 
rests in the hands of its citizens, and that its de- 
velopment and success depends upon their willing- 
ness to actively assume a share of the responsibility 
in building a greater community for tomorrow. 


• Whose Job Is It? 


Surely it is no one man's job or any one company's 
responsibility to solve Civic and Business Problems! 
Business and Civic leaders have recognized the need 
now, more than ever before, for an organization to 
assume that responsibility. That organization is the 
Chamber of Commerce of Dixon, Illinois, with its 
capable officers, directors, committee members, and 
qualified headquarters staff. 


• The Dixon Chamber of Commerce 
Is a civic, non-profit, non-sectarian, non-political or- 
ganization supported solely through membership in- 
come. On its roster are men and women represent- 
ing virtually every type of business, industry and 
profession. 


• Its Program and Purpose 


The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to 
the welfare of the Dixon Community, its business, 
Industry and people. Its program is manifold and 
embraces all phases -of community improvements, 
civic development, increased business opportunities 
and trade volume, improved cultural, educational, 
and recreational facilities, for better living in a finer 
:ommunity. 


• How It Functions 


Its twelve directors also represent all phases of bus- 
iness, industrial and professional life and are elected 
3y a vote of the Association's ^members. They, in 
:urn, elect the officers and appoint chairmen to head 
ip the twenty or more committees of from five to 
tarty members each. All serve on a volunteer\basis 
irithout remuneration, attending meetings-and ac- 
tively working on projects that benefit the entire 
community. No one ordinary organization could 
meet the payroll, even if these civic-minded fellow 
citizens could be employed on a salary. Yet, over 
the course of a year's time, they collectively devote 
thousands of hours making Dixon a better commun- 
ity for all of us. 
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Chamber of Commerce 


* Committee Activities 


The association endeavors to maintain active com- 
mittees on agriculture, aviation, civic affairs, educa- 
tion, finance, health, and sanitation, highway traffic 
and safety, housing and new industry, industrial 
relations, inter-community relations, memberships, 
national and local affairs, recreation, transportation, 
wholesalers, mercantile and assistance in employ- 
ment and rentals. Other committees are appointed 
as the need becomes evident. 


* Some of Its Accomplishments 


Instrumental in obtaining arterial connecting high- 
ways. Advocated parking meters to increase avail- 
ability of curb parking space. Have handled thou- 
sands of industrial inquiries which have resulted 
progressively in establishing well over 50 per cent of 
the industries of the Dixon area, governed by a policy 
of cooperation and first consideration for the wel- 
fare of those firms, already established in the com- 
munity. Constantly initiate and sponsor specialized 
informational programs for membership groups. 


• Annual Events and Activities 


Sponsor annual Dollar Days in the spring and fall, 
annual spring clean-up and paint-up campaign. 
City-wide Fourth of July Celebration, annual "Injun 
Summer Days" and Homecoming. Annual Christ- 
mas street decorating program. Encouraging, as- 
sisting and procuring new industries and many other 
civic improvements. 


* Organizer/ion Services 


Answers thousands of inquiries and requests for 
business and general information about Dixon each 
year. Obtains information, lists, and data from 
other cities for members. 
Furnishes travel and 


local information. Publishes informational member- 
ship bulletins. Established Community Calendar to 
prevent conflicting meeting schedules. Initiated in- 
formation service on speakers and educational films 
for business and organizational meetings. 
Repre- 


sents Dixon at many national and state meetings to 
support or oppose important issues or to gain nec- 
essary information for local projects and programs. 
Conducts survey to obtain data valuable to local 
business groups. 
Promptly investigates solicita- 


tions and promotional programs as a protection 
against spurious practices. 
Maintains Dixon or- 


ganization file listing clubs, organizations and their 
officers. 


YOUR CITY DID'NTJUST HAPPEN 


r 


/•£** 
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. 
Very seldom do people move to a new city, without a thorough study of the city. In order to get the peo- 
ple to make the move, the city must be sold. It is up to the city to sell itself to the contemplated mover. 
Put yourself in the mover's shoes. You do the studying. You look over the city of Dixon. Its indus- 
tries are diversified and sound. 75 per cent of the people own their own homes and maintain them 
well. Our churches are led by inspiring people and are well attended. The retail outlets rank well 
with those in any city of comparative population. Our parks and recreational facilities are the best. 
All of these things go to make up the city of Dixon and make it a better town in which to^live. 
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Believing the great Midwest with its potential development 
and growth could offer a pioneer manufacturer promise of 
opportunity and success, Horace G. Reynolds, in the fall of 
1894, with courage and ambition as his only capital, set forth 
from the East to establish and promote a wire screen cloth 
factory. He selected Dixoii, Illinois, mainly because it was 
located in the center of the hardware jobbing area, with 
good railroad facilities and water power from Rock River, 
as well as the fact there was an old grist-mill building avail- 
able which would be adequate for housing his meager equip- 
ment. 


Starting with only two wire cloth looms, Mr. Reynolds grad- 
ually expanded plant facilities to keep pace with the rapidly 
growing demand for Dixon wire cloth, using as his slogan 
"Western Made for Western Trade." With the addition of 
a wire-drawing mill, Reynolds Wire Co. controlled the 
quality of its product and its trade-marked Sun-Red Edge 
Screen Cloth was distributed nationally and recognized as 
a superior product and a leader in its field. 


When the automotive and airplane industries created a de- 
mand for a wide variety of woven wire products Reynolds 
Wire Co. gradually turned its facilities from insect screening 
to market wire and industrial wire cloth manufacture. Pro- 
gressive research and specialized experience—more than 56 
years of engineering and production knowledge—go into the 
making of its industrial items. Fabricated from highest grade 
materials—by advanced processing techniques—with quality 
rigidly maintained by strict laboratory controls — Reynolds 
Wire Cloth and Fine Wire meet the most exacting needs of 
the industrial user. 


« 


In the sping of 1950 the Reynolds Wire Company became af- 
filiated with the National Standard Company of Niles, Mich- 
igan, a firm that has a long history and tradition in the 
manufacture of specialty wires with plants in virtually every 
section of the United States, Canada, and Great Britain. The 
National Standard Company has achieved a nation-wide re- 
putation for high quality products and fine wire. 


REYNOLDS WIRE DIVISION 


NATIONAL STANDARD COMPANY 
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1893.. .Editor Gives Dixon a 'Pep Talk' 


Young Men's Christian Association 
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Headquarters for the Dixon Y. M. C. A. in the 1890s was the two-story brick 


Lazaris building at First street and Ottawa avenue. At right of the building, which is 
still in use, is the Washington House, now the Black Hawk Hotel. 


Dixon More Takes 
Indianapolis Prizes 
f (Evening Telegraph, July 13, 
™893)—Great is "Image" and Wm. 
B. Page is her prophet, with pro- 
fit. 
Ahe the Indianapolis races 


yesterday the little bay beauty 
won three out of four heats with 
six entries and stood second in the 
first round: taking the three last. 
Time 2:30, 2:21%, 2:24% and 2:26. 
She is worthy of her sire, Del- 
march. 


Speed Demons 
(Evening Telegraph, July 20, 


1893)—The ordinance prohibiting 
fast driving in the streets of our 
city is systematically being disre- 
garded without any apparent no- 
tice being taken of the violation. 
First street and Third street are 
so frequently fade the arena for 
speeding of fast horses that fam- 
ily driving has become very dan- 
gerous. 


Of Two Jailbirds 
Sheriff Foils Plot 


(Evening Telegraph. Aug. 10, 


1893—Sheriff Stainbrook has as 
boarders three pick-pockets, three 
horse xthieves and two burglars, 
all shrewd, sharp fellows, longing 
for liberty. Recently the sheriff 
thought from their action that 
they were up to mischief and lay- 
ing for them at night discovered 
the pick-pockets sawing on one of 
the windows. 
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1929 
1951 
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Working With the Farmers 


TOWARD 


Community Progress 


STOOKERS -FEEDERS 
Direct From the Range 


• 


• 


Specializing in Established Brands of Repu- 
table Cattle. High Quality Cattle That We 
Have Handled Over the Years Are Well 
Known by Our Trade! 


BARRICK 
CATTLE CO. 


C. & N. W. Yards 
Phone 3-1771 


Tells Citizens: 'Don't Get 
Blues' During Hard Times 


Under the heading:, "Don't Get the Blues," the editor of The Eve- 


ning Telegraph departed from his usual style of reporting: to give the 
city a much-needed "pep talk" during the year 1893 when Dixon, like 
the rest of the nation, was feeling the pinches of an economic depression. 


On August 23 of that year, the editor wrote: 


" "Things are not coming just our way very lively at present But 


don't mope, snarl, growl and kick. 
Don't swear you'll quit the darned 
town, for where will you go to bet- 
ter your condition? Look to the 
east and see thousands of idle peo- 
ple feeding upon public charity. 
Look to the west and see them 
coming in great droves, cared for 
by the towns through which they 
pass. Look north and south; 'tis 
no better. Don't attempt to leave 
Dixon as you will surely return 
as all others have done before 
you. 


"Brace Up" 


"Don't cry down your town be- 


cause some of our factories have 
closed down for a few weeks. Look 
about you, we are very fortunate 
as compared to most cities. 'Brace 
up.' 


"If you can't get a job at work 


you are accustomed to at big 
wages jerk on your coat and strike 
out for any honorable work if it 
pays you a dollar or less. Don't 
sulk and hang about the saloons 
because you can't have just what 
you want. Don't cry down your 
town. Talk it up; that holds it 
together and builds it 
Talk up 


its present advantages (we have 
many of them). 
Show up our 


prospects for the near future. 
(What city has better?) 
This 


general depression will pass away, 
Why 'tis but a small cloud, as 
compared with the hard times dur- 
ing the early history of Dixon. 


Advantages Unsurpassed 


We will soon be on top again 


The advantages this city possesses 
are unsurpassed, and our location 
is the garden spot of Northern Il- 
linois, where a failure of crops 
was never. Don't belittle your 
town and your surroundings, but 
make the best of them. The strong 
current of prosperity has been with 
u« for several years, depositing all 
the comforts and many luxuries at 
our very door. Our country was 
never more prosperous. 
But the 


thoughtless majority said, "Let us 
have a change," and we are having 
it to our sorrow. 


"The current is receding and so 


rapidly that many of our best In- 
terests throughout 
the United 


States have been badly wrecked 
and here it has landed many a 
wage-earner on the bare rocks. 
They could have avoided them, 
bridged them over, if' they had 


>ut aside a portion of their good 
.vages for these depressed times, 
which have In the past visited us, 
and may again in the future. 
Square up, and make the best of 
t" 


Dixon Firemen 
Win Title Again 


(The Evening Telegraph, Aug. 


25, 1893)—The confidence which 
The Telegraph expressed last eve- 
ning and heretofore in the ability 
of the running team of the Moni- 
tor Hook and Ladder Company of 
Dixon to bring home with them, 
not only the lion's share of the 
trophies from the tournament at 
Canton, but to secure the cham- 
pionship of the state, was not mis- 
placed. 


Their record at the start gave 


them prestige, and their bearing 
throughout gained them friends 
and sympathetic encouragement. 
Their competitors, too, were foe> 
men worthy to be matched with 
the best in the country, and such 
as put our boys on their mettle. 
The time made in the races 
throughout was remarkable, and 
the tune made by our boys in the 
championship race was the fastest 
ever made in the association. 


The names of the boys whose 


achievements have brought Into 
proud prominence the city of Dix- 
on in this worthy contest are E. 
Freadhoff, James Lonergan, John 
Bretz, Frank Coakley, W. Flick, Al 
Cropsey, S. Frisby, Aaron. Metz- 
ler, C. Metzler, F. Coffey, John 
Hilbert and Will Kitchen. 
Three Men Killed 
In River Tragedy 


Twenty years—almost to the 


day—after the bridge disaster in 
Dixon which took the lives of over 
50 persons and injured scores o 
others, Rock river was again the 
scene of a tragic accident in which 
three men, Major James A. Wat 
son, Robert Downey and Richard 
Hoban were drowned. 


On Tuesday, May 9, 1893, Th 


Evening Telegraph 
carried thi 


Transient House Erected in Early '90s 


Transient House was one of five Dixon Hotels in 1890s, and was located at 564 Depot 
avenue, near the Chicago & North Western railroad station. It was erected in the 
early '90s to serve the needs of travelers on the two railroads passing through the city. 
Mayor, 1893-94 Dixon Youths Risk Necks 


In Game Called Toot-Ball' 


Football, one of the nation's most popular sports today, was just 


beginning to come into its own In the 1890s, and Dixon was early to 
accept this new manly recreation. 


Under the heading, "The Festive Foot-Ball," The Evening Tele- 


graph carried the following report? of the game on Nov. 28, 1893: 


"The foot-ball game is now on and the boys are eager for the fray 


—so we judge by their talk. 


"The employes of Morris & Son's grocery accepted the post 


JOSEPH F. PALMER 


Dixon's mayor for 1893-94 was 


Joseph F. Palmer, an attorney. 


Mr. Palmer served as a city 


alderman for the years, 1890-02. 


Born in Huntingdon, Canada, In 


1835. he died Oct. 15, 1919, In 
D^xon. 


atory of the fatal accident: 


"The terrible accident of Mon- 


day afternoon will not soon be 
(Continued ' on page 1«, Sec. F) 
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Our sincere 


office force challenge and a kick- 
Ing contest is anticipated Thanks- 
giving afternoon at Pleasure Park, 
that will doubtless furnish to spec- 
tators amusement enough to last 
them the balance of the year. 


"It's B Fad" 


"Foot-ball just now is the fad 


and it wouldn't do for Dixon not 
to be in the swim. The boys are 
not as yet experts, of course, but 
by Thursday night they expect to 
be well up in the game—used up 
in it likely. 


". . . We confess that we are not 


very well versed in foot-ball nom- 
enclature, and may get the names 
and positions somewhat mixed; but 
as nearly as we can make out, the 
teams are made up somewhat as 
follows: 


Morris Team 


"The Morris team—Frank Pratt, 


half back; Leslie Raymond, full 
back; Will Hoon, back-and-a-half; 
Frank Flick, pull back; Dave Spen- 
cer, tie back; John Moyer, long 
back; Harry Brubaker, short back; 
Jonas Stultz, strong back; Charlie 
Bowman, back up; Louis Andrea, 
back down; and Herb Martin, back 
out 


Pout Office Team 


"The'Post Office Team—E. F. 


Cahill, head center, color red; T. 
J. Hoban, captain of the guard; 
Fred Martin, right tackle; George 
Dement, left bower; H. W. Morris, 
short stop; Louis Atkins, stop over; 
Burt Null, stroke oar; Ed Morris 
ven dubs; Fred Hanlon, bishop's 
pawn; E. J. Cook, end man, color 
black." 


Sash, Door Factory 
Plans Expansions 


(The Evening Telegraph, Nov. 


22,1893)—Arrangements have just 
jeen completed for one of the 
most Important improvements It 
has been our pleasure to chronicle 
for some time. Brink & Deeter 
have purchased lot 6, block 2, 
adjoining their present sash, door 
and blind factory on the west, and 
carrying their property to the cor- 
ner of Crawford avenue and East 
River street . , . They will erect 
at once another two-story building, 
50 by 100 feet, and connected 
therewith by bridge spanning the 
intervening alley. 


Pleasure Park Offers 
Fun for Racing Fans 


(The Evening Telegraph, Sept. 


18, 1893)—Saturday was a sort of 
opening day at the North Dixon 
Pleasure Park grounds, and 'a 
grand success it was, to be sure. 


The attendance was good; the 


races full of interest, and the red 
hot manner in %vhich the amuse- 
ments vibrated from trotting to 
pacing and then winding up with 
a running race of a half-mile dash, 
all gave zest to every moment 
of the afternoon, which reminded 
us of the glorious never-to-be-for- 
gotten times when the Dixon Park 
Association gave the best sport- 
ing entertainments of any city of 
its size in the state. 


Dixon Doings in 1893 


BY THE LIGHT OF THE MOON, Jan. 3, 1803—About three dozen 


young people from the college formed a big sleigh load of fun-loving 
frolickers who took supper at the Randolph House, Sterling, Saturday 
evening, and drove home by the light of the moon. 


A SURPRISE PARTY, Jan. 4,1898—About 20 yoiinfj peo- 


ple gathered last night at the home of Mrs. J. Lcandcr I less, 
who had Invited the company with tho intention of surprising 
Royco Hess. The latter was entirely unprepared for the e\ent 
and was therefore pleasantly mirprlsed. 


* • * 


ENTERS THE RACE, Jan. 4, 1893—Hon. Sherwood Dixon has 


entered the race for District Attorney of the Northern District of 
Illinois. 
* * * 


MASONIC CELEBRATION, Jan. IS, 1893—Friendship 


Lodge, No. 7, A. F. & A. M., Is one of the oldest and best known 
Masonic bodies In the state but, never In the history of the' 
lodge, was there so pleasant and Interesting a service as that 
of last night. There were nearly half a hundred visiting 
Brothers present. 
* * 


FOR SHAME! Jan. 27, 1893—At a recent social event among the 


"four hundred" of this city, a young man in full dress was known to 
have a pistol in his hip pocket. That young man needs a spanking. 


• • * 


SCHOOL IS IMPROVED—The "White Brick" school 


house, which was built In 1887, was greatly improved and en- 
larged at a cost of $17,000 In the \\1nter of 1892-93. 


I 
* . . 


PLANS MODERN COTTAGES, Feb. 6, 1893—George C. Loveland 


has plans out for three good style modern cottages which he will erect 
at "Loveland Place" in the early spring. 


NEW ORGAN, Feb. 13, 189S—The new pipe organ for St. 


Patrick's Catholic church arrived this morning and Is being 
placed In the building. 


» * » 


A DAMP AFFAIR. June 1. 1893—Sells Brothers' circus opened 


yesterday afternoon with a full house, but in a severe rainstorm. 
Pickpockets follow this show as they do all shows. 
' 
* • » 


ORGAN GRINDER ENTERTAINS, June 6, 1893—A 


brand new hand organ manipulated by * clastic gentleman from 
Italy ta giving open »lr concerto throughout our city today. 
Tho carefully rendered program comprises number* from "We 
Shall Meet on That Beautiful Shore" to "Chippie, Get Your 
Hair Cut" 
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"HOME BUILDERS FOR HOME FOLKS" 


RELIABLE - REPUTABLE 


NATIONAL 


MANUFACTURERS 


Featured With Our Yard Throughout the Past 


.% Century 


* The Long-Bell Lumber 
* American Steel & Wire 


Co. 
Co. 


* Rock Island Millwork 
* United States Gypsum 


Co. 
Co. 


* Celolex Corp. 


* Lehon Company 


Mule-Hide Roofing 


* Strealer Brick Co. 


t 


* Streaier Drain Tile 


Co. 


* Medusa Portland Cement * National Manufacturing 


Co. 
Co. 


Tlie Centennial Edition of the Dixon 
'Evening Telegraph gives us an op- 
portunity to express our gratitude 
to the hundreds of home builders, 
home owners, contractors, farmers, 
manufacturing plants and business 
men for the confidence they have 
shown these many years-in selecting 
us as their source of supply for 
building materials. 


Business began in this same location 
shown in inset at upper right corner 
of page. Progressive Dixon made 
these quarters inadequate. 


Our new and up-to-date building 


and yard whicli occupies several 
frontages (shown in larger photo)! 
has been Acquired to warehouse the 
ever increasing number of modern 
building materials; These materials 
have been arranged to aide you in 
your selection. We hope these fa- 
cilities have contributed in some 
small part to DIXON'S progress. 


The efficiency in design and appli- 
cation of building materials is 
changing constantly. We will con- 
tinue to consider your requirements 
and give you the most modern selec- 
tion at reasonable prices. 


HOME 


411-417 W. FIRST STREET 


AND COAL CO. 


DIXON, ILL 
PHONE 2-1571 


o. 
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1894... Telegraph Erects New Building 
Christian Church Established 
Here With 170 Members in '94 


The great body of Christian peo- 


ple 
known 
as 
the 
Christian 


church, also as the Church of 
Christ, or the Disciples of Christ, 
developed from a movement begun 
about 150 years ago by certain 
ministers of various denominations 
who desired to restore the simplic- 
ity of the early church and pro- 
mote a union of all Protestant de- 
nominations. 


The movement had a rapid 


growth in a period of extraordi- 
nary religious revival, and the 
Christian 
church now numbers 


about 2,000,000 members. Strong 
churches of this faith were early 
established in central and south- 
ern Illinois, .but it was not until 
1894 that a definite effort was 
made to present this plea at Dixon. 
At that time its ministers. Rev. I. 
B. Wright and Rev. T. A. Boyer, 
held a meeting in a tent on West 
First street, resulting in the or- 
ganization of the Christian church 
in this city with a membership of 
170. 
Only Christian Church in County 


This is the only Christian church 


in Lee county, and this organiza- 
tion has met with the usual vicis- 
situdes 


About a year after its organiza- 


tion, the building on First street, 
later known as the Moose hall, was 
erected for the use of the congre- 
gation. 


The congregation having out- 


grown this first church home, in 
1917 it was sold to the Loyal Or- 
der of Moose. For several years 
thereafter services were held in 
various public buildings, while 
plans were in progress for a suit- 
able building. 


Building Purchased 


*• In 1921 the church building of 
the First Unlversalist Society of 
Dixon, located at the corner of 
Hennepin 
avenue 
and 
Second 


street, was purchased and after 
being thoroughly remodeled, was 
used by the Christian church for 
Its purposes until March 16, 1947, 
when fire burned out the interior 
of the building. Many sympathe- 
tic friends and organizations came 
forward with offers of temporary 
quarters for use during this pe- 


t riod. 


After about two yers the work 


Df repairing, remodeling and re- 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


furnishing at a cost of 530,000, 
having been completed, the build- 
ing was re-dedicated on June 19. 
1949, entirely free of debt. 


Modern Parsonage 


A few years after the purchase 


of the church building, a modern 
parsonage was erected on a lot 
which had been acquired, at a com- 
plete cost for the parsonage prop- 
erty of $9,500. This, too, is free 
of debt. 


The parsonage is located at 317 


West Second street, and is now 
occupied by the pastor, Rev. H. E 
Trimble, and Mrs. Trimble, under 
the leadership of whom the chuich 
maintains a steady growth, with 
a membership now of appioxi- 
mately 600. 


18th HOLDS REUNION 


On May 24, 1894, a little less 


than 50 members of the 13th Illi- 
nois Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
held their reunion in Dixon. 


Present Pastor 


REV. H. E. TRIMBLE 


WATER TASTES BETTER 
On July 5, 1894, The Telegraph 


reported that "many qualmish 
stomachs were settled" when a 
missing Dixon man, rumored to 
have drowned in the city drinking 
water reservoir, was discovered 
alive and well in LaSalle, 111. 


PROVIDENTIAL SMASHUF 
(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 3, 


1894)—Nine cars of a northbound 
freight train, mostly loaded with 
watermelons, were wrecked about 
one mile south of this city this 
morning. The boys, large and 
small, enjoyed a feast. 


OLD SETTLERS GATHER 
On Aug, 14, 1894, Assembly 


Park was the scene of an "Old 
Settlers' Day" celebration. Th 
just completed log cabin was th 
center of interest, in which wen 
placed many relics of the old set 
tiers' days. 


(Evening Telegraph, 
May 3, 


1894)—Dr. H. E. Paine is having 
un with the railroad men at the 
depot this afternoon. 


Instructions have been received 


hat all the trainmen and employes 
if the Illinois Central road should 
be vaccinated, and the doctor Is 
tabbing them right and left. 


Jrosius Firm Goes 
Over to Assignee 


In 1893. the Brosius Sewing Ma- 


ihine company built a factory at 
Dixon, and in 1894 began the man- 
ufacture of sewing machines. 


On Aug. 30,1894, The Telegraph 


.nnounced that "The Brosius Sew- 
ng Machine and Motor company 
has been assigned 
in the Cook 


county courts to James P. Gardner 
as assignee. The assets consist 


nncipally of a large factory and 
plant at Dixon." 


The attorney for the insolvent 


'irm ascribed the failure to the 
act that the company started out 
on "too grand a scale." 


FARMER HITS GOLD 


On Dec. 13, 1894. The Telegraph 


reported the discovery of gold and 
silver deposits on the faim of Mr. 
Blackman, three miles from Dixon. 


SHOE FACTORY MOVES 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 13, 


1894)—John E. Booth, who some 
months ago organized the Novelty 
Shoe Co, and has since been oper- 
ating in onp of the stone builcl- 
ngs near the electric plant, has 
removed his manufacturing indus- 
try to Amboy. 


WIRE FACTORY BEGINS 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 13, 


1894)—An exhibition o£ the prac- 
tical workings of the new looms at 
the Reynolds Wire Co. factory was 
given Thursday afternoon and a 
arge number of our leading citi- 
zens took occasion to inspect the 
new machines as also the factory 
plant. 


<f 


\\You Won't Last in Business 


Six Months!" 


This was the piediction of a close fncnd and 
businessman when we founded the Marilyn Shop 
in the depression days of 1930. 
Well . . . 


obviously he was wrong! 


The warm welcome yhich you have extended, 
even at the very beginning, has made it possible 
for us to introduce, year after year, the season's 
newest styles. 
Enabled us to present quality 


merchandise—such as Youthmore coats and suits, 
Mary Muffet Originals (junior line), and Koret 
of California sportswear—to the women and 
younger set of Dixon. Phis those fine fur coats, 
capes, and fur scarfs manufactured by the Great 
Northern Fur Company of New York. 


After twenty-one years, we kind of feel like 
we're here to stay awhile. We sincerely wish 
to thank you for making that six months death 
notice a bit short-sighted. 
We appreciate the 


patronage you have shown as both old and new 
customers. 
Thank you very much. May we 


serve you twenty-one years more! 


You're always welcome to look around 


the marilyn shop 


206 First Street 
Tel. 3-1921 


MRS, JAY W. SIPE, Proprietor 


Paine Makes Pain 
Pretty Peddlers 
Pause at Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 23, 


1894)—There passed through our 
city yesterday, going west, two 
pretty girls with a male escort. 
They were on bicycles and wore 
the divided skirts, now becoming 
quite common in the larger cities, 
and a loose knit waist of light col- 
or that came up high on the neck, 
keeping out the dust. 


The skirts were of a dark blue 


color and were fastened at the 
knees, leaving their legs as free 
as a man's. You looked twice to 
see if they were not men in strange 
costume, but their pretty -faces 
told their sex. ' 


Publishers Look to Future 
In Planning for Structure 
Sash, Blind Firm 
Organizes in '94 


(Evening-Telegraph, May 20, 


1890—The Fletcher Manufactur- 
ing company was organized Fri- 
day night with L. D. Pitcher, presi- 
dent; M. Maloney, vice president; 
Wm. C. Jones, secretary and treas- 
urer, all of whom, with John Dy- 
sart, comprise a board of directors. 


The company is already in oper- 


ation, manufacturing sashes, doors 
and'blinds, at their new planing 
mill In West Dixon. 


Reynolds Wire Company 
First Founded in 1894 


Reynolds Wire Division. 
Na- 


tional-Standard 
Company, was 


first founded in Dixon in 1894 by 
Horace G. Reynolds who came 
here in that year from New York 
state. 


The Reynolds mills was the 


first wire cloth factory west of 
New York and was established 
with the puipose of making better 
wire cloth than any of its com- 
petitors. 


"Dixon 
Wire Cloth" became 


known throughout the middle west 
and the early slogans employed 
were "Western Made for Western 
Trade" and "Best by Test". 


Now—57 years later—the com- 


pany is a division of the National- 
Standard 
Company 
of 
Niles, 


Michigan and serves a nation-wide 
area. 


Maintained By Family 


For many years before joining 


the Michigan company, the Rey- 
nolds firm was maintained by 
members of the family including 
Mr. and Mrs John Gould Ralston, 
daughter and son-in-law of the 
founder, and earlier by Douglas 
Gray Harvey, another son-in-law. 


The company 
now 
employs 


approximately 
450 persons 
In 


Dixon and the local division con- 
sists of two plant buildings and an 
office structure. 


All forms of industrial 
wire 


cloth are manufactured for auto- 
motive and farm equipment, for 
air-conditioning and food process- 
ing. 


Firm Built Pianos 
At Dixon in '90s 


In 1891, the A. Reed and Sons 


company of Chicago began the 
manufacture of pianos in Dixon, 
with Charles Stanley as superin- 
tendent of the factory. 


The plant was a three-story 


brick building near the railroad 
in West Dixon, on an elevation 
some distance east of Lincoln ave- 
nue. 


The venture was begun by Alan- 


son H. Reed and J. W. Reed. 


The first shipment from the fac- 


tory was made May 12, 1894. The 
company employed about 25 men. 


The company failed In the win- 


ter of 1898-99. 


Telegraph's Home From 1894 to Present 


Handsome new building erected at First street and Ottawa avenue in 1894 has 


been Telegraph's home for more than half its existence, the present day. 


In Our Tlrh Year of Serving 


Your Visual Needs 


DR RALPH COBB 


and ASSOCIATES 


• 


City National Bank Building 


PHOJ1E 4-0681 


Congratulations to The Telegraph on 


It* 100th Year of Community 


Service. 


Fly-Less Flyer 


(Evening Telegraph, Aprl 2, 


1894) _The new flyer on the North- 
western made Its first trip yester- 
day morning. 


The train is a handsome one and 


makes the trip out from the city in 
two hours and 23 minutes, drop- 
ping the morning mail on the plat- 
form in Dixon at 5:23. There are 
no flies on that flyer. 


THIEF TAKES THE CAKE 
(Evening Telegraph, May 24, 


1894)—Who took the cake? Some- 
one during the noon hour yester- 
day, while the hall was vacated by 
the ladles, forced the. dining hall 
door and relieved the Woman's Re- 
lief Corps of five of the best uncut 
cakes 


NEW AMERICAN 


(Evening Telegraph, July. 26. 


1894)-—Wah Lee, who runs a 
washee washee shop down on Hen- 
ncpln avenue, dropped into the 
county clerk's office yesterday and 
took out first naturalization pa- 
pers. 


CABIN GOING UP 


(Evening Telegraph, July 15, 


1894)—Logs arc rapidly being sub- 
scribed for the "Old Settlers' Cab- 


I in" at Assembly Park. 


The Dixon Telegraph, after hav- 


ing changed its address a number 
of times during its 43 years of 
publication, announced to readers 
in 1894 that It contemplated erect- 
ing a "model printing office." 


Early In the year on Feb. 1, the 


newspaper announced: 


"To the proprietors of The Tele- 


graph will belong the honor of 
commencing the building season of 
1894 by the erection of the first 
business building in Dixon of the 
present year. 


- Contract Signed 


"The contract has today been 


signed with J.'J. Glanfleld for the 
erection of a new printing office 
on the corner of First street and 
Ottawa avenue, which will not only 
be an' improvement, but an orna- 
ment to that portion of our city. 


'"In size it will be 25 by 60 feet, 


two stories and high basement, the 
side 'and rear . walls of Dundee 
white brick and the front of solid 
red sandstone and* plate glass. It 
will present not only a substantial, 
but a very artistic appearance, the 
upper, story buttressed and dec- 
orated with panels of lighter stone. 


"It will; of course, be fitted up 


aj a model printing office. It will 
have all the modern' conveniences, 
and with the necessary fittings 
will cost about 54,500. Work on 
the material will be commenced 
next week." 
. . 


Began Present Building 


Editor B. F. Shaw and his son, 


Associate Editor Eustace Shaw, 
planned the new home ot The Tele- 
graph with an eye to the future 
needs of a progressive newspaper 
in a growing town, and in the fol- 
lowing May 'the handsome new 
building was ready for occupancy. 


On Friday, May 18, 1894, the 


growing business, printing, adver- 
tising, circulation and editorial 
force began operations in- the new 
building. 


Set* First Type 


To James C. Mead, Dixon print- 


er and merchant, went the honor 
of setting the first "stick" of type 
In the" new surroundings. Mr. Mead 
had been one of the three printers 
who presided at the birth of The 
Telegraph's first issue on May 1, 
1851. 


A few weeks later, The Tele- 


graph carried Mr. Mead's obituary. 


On the first day of operation in 


the new structure. The Telegraph 
editor described the building to the 
newspaper's readers: 


"Has Been Our Ambition" 


"For years it has been our ambi- 


tion to put up on one of Dixon's 
most prominent streets a model 
printing office. This we have done 
and today for the first time fully 
occupy It. 
'The visitor first enters the 


business department, which is un- 
der the management of C. H. 
Stackpole. Here, too, will be lo- 
cated the desk of our city circula- 
tor, Robert Fulton 


"Back of this, on the ground 


floor, is the job department, in- 
cluding the newspaper and Job 
presses—five in number—the fold- 
ing machine, the electric motor, a 
little machine of seven and a half 
horsepower, which drives all the 
machinery. This department Is 
under the control of T. W. Fulton, 
pressman and job foreman. 


Composing Room 


"Between the business and Job 


department is the open staircase 
leading to the upper story and 
landing the visitor in a large, airy 
and elegantly lighted composing 
room, where all the type-setting 
on the newspaper Is done, under 
direction of Alex Turner, newspa- 
per foreman. Here the forms are 
made up and lowered to the press 
room and returned by an elevator 
In the rear end of the building. 


"To the left of the stair landing 


is the door leading into the edi- 
torial rooms—the public office and 
private den of the pencil pushers, 
located in the front of the build- 
ing, and divided from the compos- 
ing room by a sliding half glass 
partition." 


Fun-loflng Editor Shaw could 


not pass up a chance to inform 
readers of the value of an editor'* 
time at this point. He added: 


Automatic "Ejector" 


"We have not yet decided wheth- 


er or not to supply the editorial 
room with an automatic chair for 
visitors, which at the end of five 
minutes will eject its occupant and 
land him at the foot of the stairs." 


He concluded: 
"The building will be wired 


throughout 
for electric lamps. 


And now we shall be glad to greet 
our friends in need of anything in 
our line, and we are sure that we 
can guarantee satisfaction to the 
most fastidious. As for the paper, 
if our friends will make a renewed 
effort to give us the news, we will 
certainly see that each evening's 
issue reflects credit on its new 
home." 


40 HOLD CLAM BAKE . 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept 13, 


1894)—Forty or more young men 
ate clam cooked In seaweed Friday 
on Myers' Island, and Illini Tribe, 
Improved Order of Red Men, re- 
ceived praise for the success of th« » 
feast. 


MEAT WAGON WRECKS 
(Evening Telegraph. July 19. 


1894)—August Bachman, drlvw of 
the Dement Town meat, wagon, 
was badly used up In an accident 


SPAPFRI 


Centennial Edition" 
1851— DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
Centennial Edition 


YEARS of HEALTH SERVICE 


MEMORIAL 


FOUNDATION 


Plans are now in the making for a Memorial Foun- 
dation, in memory of the Bend Chiropractic Clinic. 
This project is in the capable hands of the Crusader 
Club and the hundreds of people who have found 
health at this clinic when everything looked hope- 
less to them. 
These people are determined to set 


up a foundation so that other people may enjoy 
the health benefits available at the. Bend Clinic 
each day, week, and month of the year. They want 
to prepare for the future with modern methods and 
modem facilities so that their friends, relatives and 
loved ones can secure health before it is too late. 


Internes are now being trained at the Bend Clinic 
for the specific purpose of operating this foundation. 
It can be done with the cooperation of our people 
and the people of Dixon. This foundation, when 
completed, will augment the ability of the doctor 
to better treat the conditions that require resident 
treatment. The foundation will bring forth some 
startling facts on health for our science bureau, 
compiled from our twenty-five years of practice and 
research. 


We want to give the city of Dixon the credit for 
having the finest health foundation in northern 
Illinois. With the continued cooperation we know 
that this project can be completed in the same 
capable manner as has been done in the past 


This Is a picture of the present staff at the Bend Clinic. 
They are the back bone of this clinic in helping Dr. S. 
Chandler Bend and Dr. Arlene Bend conduct a clinic of 
this size. Their pleasant personalities and sincere desire 
to help other people find health makes our work a joy and 
pleasure each and every day. 


ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL CLINIC IS NOW LOCATED AT 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS. Many patients have enjoyed 
the fine hospitality and the beauty of this restful and 
spacious Health CLINIC. 
Patients requiring a warmer climate will find Brownsville 
the ideal place for health, relaxation, recreation, and sooth- 
ing comfort during the cold winter months. 
A full staff is maintained at a'1 times in Brownsville to 
help you with your individual health problem, plus your 
own private living quarters equipped with full kitchens 
and private baths. 
We HAVE THE MAXIMUM IN COMFORT FOR YOU IN 
BROWNSVILLE. 


Second Generation 


Dr. Arlene Bend is now a partner with her 
father, Dr. S. Chandler Bend, at the Bend 
Clinic. 
She is a native of Dixon, attending Dixon 
schools. She has been in a chiropractic 
office since she was born and could be 
truthfully called "a born chiropractor". 


She is a graduate of the Palmer College in 
Davenport, Iowa, and now is in Dixon to 
farther develop the Bend Clinic in the future 
and carry on the good service in getting sick 
people well, that is the policy of the clinic. 
She Is'returning to Dixon after successfully 
establishing the Bend Clinic in Brownsville, 
Texas. For the past two years she has con- 
ducted the Brownsville Clinic plus develop- 
ing new procedures and new methods in her 
chosen profession. 
Now, after returning to Dixon to find that 
the Dixon Evening Telegraph is celebrating 
their 100th birthday, she and her father, 
M well as the staff of the tiend Clinic, wish 
to extend their sincere best wishes, radiant 
health and good fortune for the next one 
hundred years. 


Founder and Director 


Dr. S. Chandler Bend is the founder and 
director of the Bend Chiropractic Clinics 
both here in Dixon and in Brownsville, 
Texas. He is a native of this community and 
has conducted a fine health service here for 
the past twenty-five years, bringing health 
to literally thousands of people. He has 
accomplished outstanding projects that are 
above and beyond that ordinarily expected 
of a man without his vision. 
In the past he has striven to do his utmost 
in the civic development of our community, 
by sponsoring various groups associated 
with the youth of Dixon. 
Now, after twenty-five years of practice and 
various other tasks, he has joined in partner- 
ship with his daughter, Dr. Arlene Bend, 
who is now in Dixon to carry on the good 
health service that has always been the 
policy of the Bend Clinic. 
In the Centennial Edition of the Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph, Dr. Bend wishes to publicly 
thank the people of Dixon.and surrounding 
areas, the Crusader Club, and all the fine 
people who have helped him -to make his 
work more pleasant, in bringing health 
service to Dixon. Thank you, kindly. 


WHERE THE SICK GET WELL 


This is a front view of the BEND CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC. 
This clinic has been developed by Dr. S. Chandler Bend, and is just one 
of his achievements during the past 25 years of rendering health service 
to this community. 
A complete bath Spa is located in the basement of this building and 
utilizes 10 rooms for that purpose. 
The first floor is completely devoted to Chiropractic, having four sepa- 
rate adjusting rooms, waiting room, and examination rooms containing 
up to the minute instruments. Eight rest booths are provided for soothing 
comfort following treatment. 
This clinic is the largest of its kind in northern Illinois, and we are ex- 
tremely proud that it is located in Dixon, Illinois. 


i 


Our Complete and Wholehearted 


Congratulations to The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph on Their'100th Anniversary. 
We Extend Our Sincere Desire for Their 


Next* 100 Years of Success, Progress, 


and Good Fortune. 


PAST 25 YEARS 


OF ENDEAVOR AT THE 


BEND CLINIC 


During the post twenty-five years, the Bend Clinic 
has tried to sponsor worthy projects and organiza- 
tions that needed a'helping hand. For example, 
not long ago a group of young boys with a burning 
desire to play baseball, wanted uniforms and a 
sponsor so that their team could play in the league. 
To see the expressions on their faces, it would have 
been inhuman' to refuse their request. 
Conse- 


quently/ the Bend Clinic had a baseball team. 


Bowling teams and boxing teams have also been 
sponsored by the Bend Clinic. Recently the Bend 
Clinic set up a small gym and began a Golden 
Gloves boxing team. One of these boxers went to 
Chicago after winning in the Moline tournament, 
an excellent record for the first year. 


The recent "Youth Opportunity Program" on the 
radio had a huge response from the youth of this 
area. Thousands of cards were received after each 
week's broadcast. The youth of the area need only 
a little encouragement to achieve their goals. 
This summer, a one year' scholarship will be 
awarded to the high school senior, within a 50 mile 
radius, who writes the best essay on "Why I Wish 
to Become a Chiropractor." 


The Crusader Club of this clinic has already sent 
six students through chiropractic colleges. 
The* 


Crusaders have also put on several conventions in 
this state. In 1934, they helped present the perfect 
back contest, which received 30,000 lines of news- 
paper publicity throughout the state. 
The Bend Clinic wishes to express their sincere 
appreciation and thanks to all the people in the 
Crusaders for their unending support in these 
projects. Without their help none of these things 
would have been possible. 


The heartometer pictured above is the most, scientific heart 
graphing instrument known to the healing arts. A per- 
manent graph is made of the heart action. It will record 
any and all heart disorders. After scientific treatment, a 
comparison graph is made to determine the correction of 
the disorder. 
This instrument augments the doctor's 


ability to truthfully determine heart disorders. 


The X-ray unit at the Bend Clinic is one of the finest X-ray 
units in the city of Dixon. It is capable of taking any 
picture of distortion in the human body to help determine 
the cause of disease. Dr. Baldwin, our chief of staff, Is 
preparing to take a specialized x-ray in the above "picture. 
Dr. Baldwin is an expert on diet, having spent two years 
In the Wheaton College studying this subject followed by 
four years of study in the science of Chiropractic in 
Chicago. 


BEND CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 


W. FIRST STREET 
DIAL 3-8911 


SPAPJLRl 


Sec. F 
ft 
ft. 
ft 
1851— DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
Centennial Edition 


•• 
1927 - 1951 


Serving Dixon for Nearly 25 Years 


THE FORD HOPKINS COMPANY is proud to have 
been part of Dixon for nearly a quarter of a century 
and to have grown with the people of this fine com- 
munity. It is with real pleasure that we join with the 
citizens of Dixon in extending our congratulations to 
the publishers of the Dixon Evening Telegraph on this, 


their 100th Anniversary. 


I 


• 


» 


>#* x 


\^,' 
Ovcr 


better in «* ?«** 


,123 WEST 1st ST. 


Postscript 


Typical Grocery Store of '90s 


Typical grocery store of the 1890s was that of J. H. Morris and his son, George, 


at 117 Galena avenue. This period marked a turning point in modes of transporta- 
tion as indicated by the two bicycles at left and the carriage horse at right. 
Per- 


sons in above photo are identified as (left to right): U. Wasley, Bert Raymond, 
George Morris, Dave Law, Louis Moyer, J. H. Morris, Will Faust, C. W. Kentner and 
Alec Cooper. 


Council Passes Ordinance 
Banning deadly' Cigaret 


In 1894 the ousinpss men and ] 


•hysicians of Dixon 
with 
the 


imell of smoke in their nostrils, 
were aroused to indignant battle 
at the invasion of Di\on by y new 
menace to health and mot alb 


On Dec. 7, 1894, nearly all the 


>usincss men and all the medical 
men of Dixon, presented a petition 
to the city council requesting that 
he obnoxious destroyer be banned 
'rom the city. 


The object of th<nr objections 


was the lowly cigaret. 


Kavorcd by Young Men 


The small papci cylmdeis of to- 


bacco found their highest favor 
among the young men and boys of 
the city, who surreptitiously pur- 
chased and smoked the contra- 
band items—much to the disgust 
of their tobacco-chewing and cigar 
and pipe smoking cldeis. 


Newspapers of that year carried 


many stones of the untimely de- 
mise of young men who "sucked" 
the deadly "Pandora Rolls,' also 
called "coffin lacks." 


The petition to ban the sale of 


the "poisonous 
cigaret in Dixon, 


presented to the city council on 
Dec. 7, 1894, lesultcd in an oidi- 
nance providing a fine of $10 to 
$100 for anyonp found selling or 
giving cigarets to any othei per- 
son. 


Thp 
petition 
to 
the council 


stated: 


"Traffic Extt-nsK c." 


"Whereas: The sale and traffic 


in cigarets is becoming so exten- 
sive in this city, that it is en- 
dangering the healtn and life of 
many of our young men and boys. 
And— 


"Whereas: The sale and manu- 


factuie of cigarets has been and 
is now conti oiled by e large syndl 
cate which by ingenious and en- 
ticing 
advertising, aie 
thereby 


luring the young into the purchase 
of them more extensively than 
they otheiwisc would do. And— 


"Whereas: A large percentage 


of the cigarets manufacturpd in 
this country contain noxious and 
poisonous dtugs, such as opium 
cocaine, 
cambusindica, 
arsenic 


Physicians of '90s Hail 
Dr. Keeley's 'Gold Cure9 


In the caily nineties the people 


ot Illinois began to hear of the 
success of a marvelous drug which 
jromised to be one of the great- 
est blessings to mankind ever de- 
vised. 


The drug was used in the "Gold 


cure," a treatment which it was 
claimed cuicd thousands of per- 
sons of the liquor, narcotics or 
tobacco habit. 
To thousands of 


ivcs and homes wrecked by in- 
temperance, the Gold cure promis- 
ed freedom from the slavery im- 
>oscd by drugs and liquor. 


Physicians hailed the Gold cure 


as the salvation of many sufferers, 
and editors devoted their abilities 
and their columns to to testimon- 
als of the new drug's miraculous 
lowers. 


Organize Clubs 


The treatment became so popu- 


lar that persons undergoing *he 
effects of the 
drug's 
curative 


powers formed into 
Gold 
cure 


clubs, to discuss with their fellow 
sufferers the pleasures they found 
n being liberated from the hold 
of alcohol and drugs. 


One of the first physicians to 


make a specialty of using the Gold 
cure in treating dope addicts and 
alcoholics was a Dr. Keelcy, who 
opened a sanatanum whore vic- 
tims underwent the Gold cure 
treatment. 


The sanatarium was located at 


Dwight, 111., about 80 miles south- 
east of Dixon. Once, while trav- 
eling 
through 
Dwight, 
Editor 


Shaw of The Evening Telegraph, 
stopped at the institution "out of 
sheer curiosity and thinking that 
the readers of 
The 
Telegraph 


might he interested in what is go- 
\g on there." 


DMcrihr* Institution 


The editor described the institu- 


tion and its workings and de- 
scribed to his readers some of the 
pitiful cases being treated by Dr. 
Kecley. The editor met Dr. Kec- 
ley, and described him as "one of 
the great, if not the greatest, ben- 
efactors of his race which this, or 
we might say any other century 
has producpd." 


Onp of the principal drawbacks 


to the famous cure was Its 2X 
pensive cost of $100, A price which 
put It beyond the reach of the 
class of people who were most in 
need of its magic powers. The 
physicians who administered the 
Gold euro kept the ingredients of 
the drug a closely guarded secret 
from thp general public. 


Thus it was with Uu pleasure 


ol serving the public that The 
Telcgiaph editor reprinted a let- 
.pr to another newspaper by a 
Chicago woman in 1893. 


Woman "Tells All" 


The woman told the world the 


'scciet" of the wonderful mix- 
.ure, as discovered by her brother, 
a chemist, and "himself a victim 
of alcohol." 
Her 
brother, 
the 


woman said, had analyzed a bottle 
of the Gold cure medicine and 
found it to contain: 


"Electrified gold, 
15 
grains; 


muriate of ammonia, 7^2 grains; 
comp. fluid extract of cinchona, 4 
grains; fluid extract of rocoa, IVi 
ounces; glycerine, 1% ounces; ni- 
trate of strychnin, 1 grain; and 
distilled water, 1J4 ounces." 


Thus, said the woman, the Gold 


cure can be made by anyone at 
a cost of $3 50, which information 
would "greatly benefit the poor." 
'Take a teaspoonful every two 
hours for two or three weeks," she 
said, and after the first two or 
throe weks there 
will 
be "no 


longer a 
desire for liquor or 


diugs." 


nicotine and other deadly poisons. 
And- 


"Insaiiity and Death" 


"Wheicas: The effect of the use 


of cigarets on young men is to 
destroy the nervous system, pro- 
ducing softening of the 
brain, 


atrophied condition ot the heart, 
pioducing in the subject dementia, 
mbccility, 
insanity and death. 


And— 


"Wheieas: Thp sale and use of 


cigarets has the dlsappioval of all, 
or nearly all, of our best medical 
men and many of them affirm 
that they arc called almost daily 
to the bedside of patients whose 
constitutions are u n d c r m n c d, 
health dcstioyed and mental facul- 
ties mined by the use of these 
"Pandoia Rolls" ( C i g a r e t s ) 
And-- 


"Theiefote: We, the undersign- 


ed citizens of Dixon, rcsppctfully 
petition your honorable body to 
pass an ordinance prohibiting anj 
person or persons, party, firm 
company or corporation from sell 
ing cijrarcts or cigaret paper in th< 
City of Dixon, »n any quantity, om 
or more, to any person, whomso 
ever." 


Dealers Complain 


Upon the complaint of dealeis 


who had stocks of cigarets on 
hand, the council allowed severa 
days for the law to go into effcc 
so that dealers could 
"unload* 


their stocks of the "deadly" mer 
chandisc. 


One aldeiman, the sole dissenter 


in the vote, suggested instead tha 
the cigarets snould be taxed so 
heavily as to make their purchase 
almost prohibitory. The editor of 
The Telegraph agreed with him. 


In speaking of the several day? 


dealers would be allowed to scl 
the cigarets before the law went 
into effect, the editor had this 
advice for jrospectivp purchasers: 


"So, now, small boy and foolish 


man or dude, lay in a good stock 
of poison." 


Motor 'Carriage' 
Scheduled Here 


(Evening 
1'eipgrapn 
Oct. 11 


1894)—A recent despatch 
from 


Denver, 
Colorado, 
says 
t h a t 


George Wirt Bowman, .the inven- 
tor of the unique gasoline road 
motor, has arranged for a race 
between two of his carriages. 


Mr. Bowman expects to start on 


his trial trip to Chicago Oct. 15 
and has decided to make 
the 


journey with two machines, one 
run by cogs and the other by a 
cable. 


A request 


Firemen Try Out 
New Hose Wagon 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. «. 


1894)—W. J. Wayne ol the firm 
of Wayne Sulkyctte Co., of De- 
catur, arrived this morning with 
our new hose wagon which will be 
tept with a team of strong horses 
constantly ready for use at Jlos- 
brook & Wasley's stabl* 


A laige team of white horses 


with 
Lou Rorfbrook 
as driver 


pulled the wagon through our 
streets for inspection this morn- 
ng. At his place upon the rear 
step stood our Signified lift mar- 
shal, Andy Giaff, and our portly 
alderman and old time fireman, 
Nathan 
McKenney, graced 
the 


box. 


Lou sounded the loud gong at 


he street crossings and reminded 
us of Ben Hur m the chariot race. 
The vehicle is ve»y handsome, m 
mint, polish ana gold leaf, with 
he words, "Dixon Fire Dcpait- 
ment" in gold on either side of 
the box. 


The spokes ot the wheels aie 


natural wood, second growth oak. 


long coil ot hose will be kept 


always ready u. the box and on 
ither side is a Babcock fire ex- 
mguisher always charged. 


The film that bull' this svagon 


ook three tending ptcmiums at 
he World's Pair for similar w,oilc 
n fire and police natrol wagons 
and this is as fine a piece of work 
is one would wish to see. 


Oui reporter left the boys at the 


table polishing up the brass tilm- 
nmgs \\hich they piomise to keep 
n good order. 
Three Men- 
Continued from page !• Sec. F) 
01 gotten, bringing as it does most 
ividly to mind the frightful bridge 
disaster of twenty years ago. 


"For some time past the break 


n the dam, about one-third oC 
he way across from the south 
shoie, has been viewed with ap- 
>rehension, and notwithstanding 
he high stage of the water, it 
was determined to attempt its re- 
mir. A crib had been made filled 
ivith stone, had been placed in the 
river directly above the break, to 
which to anchor a barge, which by 
cable was to be let down to the 
opening. 


"The first barge load of stone 


fiom DePuy's quarry was being 
floated down about 5 o'clock in 
the afternoon. 
< 


"Major James A. Watson, who 


was superintending the job, was 
on the barge and had with him 
six men, namely, Joe Whlpple, J. 
H. Benncr, Ormund Sanven (a 
Swede), George Voikery, Richard 
Hoban and Bob Downey. The rope 
attached to the anchor and played 
from the capstan of the barge was 
a new one, and no due allowance 
had been made for its stretching. 
As the barge approached the hole 
in the dam, the swift current car- 
ried it beyond the intent of the 
party, the forward end plunging 
into the opening was at once part- 
ly submerged. 


"The men retained their coolness 


of nerve, and at Major Watson's 
suggestion proceeded to unload 
that end of the barge, himself with 
a pike, proceeded to the south 
side, about midway between the 
two ends to hold the barge steady 
with a pike. 


"The strain on the rope, was, 


however, too heavy, and it was evi- 
dent that the men were in immin- 
ent peril. 


Barge Sink* 


"Almost immediately the barge 


began to sink under the feet of the 
men and they were all swept off 
into the swift current, except San- 
vcn." 


The Telegraph account continues 


with a full story of the efforts of 
Ike Barr, one-armed fisherman, 
who pushed his boat out into the 
dangerous stream in an effort to 
save the men. Others, too, quick- 
ly followed, but the men, as they 
were swept from the barge, sank 
at once. Barr succeeded in get- 
ting Major Watson into his boat 
and at once began to administer 
artificial respiration, but his ef- 
forts failed to revive the Civil war 
hero. 


was sent today to 


allow the journey to be made en- 


tirely by daylight so the people 
along the route will be enabled 
to witness tne remarkable trial 
trip. In Illinois the cities of Mor- 
rison, Dlxon and Aurora will be 
passed through. 


C. H. Fargo Shoe, Factory, Erected 1891-92 


The above is an architect's drawing of the C. H. Fargo Shoe company erected m 
East Dixon in 1891-92. The Citizens' Association donated the factory s»te and ,**•> 
500 to induce the company to locate in Dixon. The company failed in 1896, and tne 
property afterward became one of the factories operated by the .Watson-Flumraer 


Shot company. 
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Remember Me? 


I helped tlie Bowman's celebrate their 
50th Anniversary. Now I'm back again to 
help celebrate another grand occasion... 


THE 


100™ ANNIVERSARY 


of Lee County's beloved 


item 


Way back in 1851.. * fifty years before Bowman's first shoe store was founded, 
an exciting story was starting to unfold. For it was then that Benjamin F. Shaw 
founded The Dixon Evening Telegraph and laid the foundation to provide 
the people of Lee County with a world of news and knowledge for the next 
one hundred years. 


Today this milestone has been reached, and because we personally know 
and esteem the Shaw families and their many fine associates, this page might 
easily turn into a eulogy of people. But instead, we prefer, and we're 
sure they will also, recognition of all phases that make up The Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph. 


To Benjamin F. Shaw for his courage and foresight; to one hundred years of 
sound thinking and truthful editorial policy; to a century of progressive oper- 
ation; for a wonderful sense of responsibility in civic affairs; and to all the 
men and'women who played a part in this great saga of success; in brief, to 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph, we and your 34,000 readers pay a well de- 
served tribute on your 100th Anniversary. 
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1895... Barnum & Bailey Thrills Dixon 


town Topics 


"Among the town topics, as re- 


ported by The Dixon Telegraph 
In 1895, were: 


TRAVEL TALK, Apr. 4, 1895 


—A most delightful parlor talk 
wast given yesterday afternoon 


K at the home of Mrs. George C. 


'Loveland, to the ladies of the 
Peoria Avenue club, In which 
line gave a description of her 
recent journey through Mexico. 


* * • 


'NEW RESIDENCE, 
Apr. 11, 


1895—The Bluff Park 
neighbor- 


hood will be greatly improved soon 
by the erection of a thirty-five 
hundred dollar residence ,on the 


plot facing on Second street, just 


west of the,A. S. Hyde residence. 
The new home will be owned by 
Miss Christine Squires and occu- 
pied by James'C. Joselyn and fam- 
ily. 
* * * 


NO VACANCY, Apr. 11, 1895 


—It speaks well for the business 
Interests of a city, when we find 
no vacant rooms along Its busi- 
ness streets. Such Is the case 


p In Dixon today and has been for 


a long time past. 


* « * 


ELECTRIC RAILROAD, Apr. 


18, ,1895—There is talk that the 
proposed electric railroad from up 
the river will be built from Grand 
Detour or a little north of that 
village down the north bank of 
the river coming Into Dixon near 
Assembly Park. 


* * * 
| CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH, 


Apr. 18, 1895—The sporting cir- 
cles of our city are interested 
in the approaching juvenile pool 
match for the boy championship 
of the state, to take place at the 
Opera House 
next 
Thursday 


evening, between Joe Livingston 
of Chicago, aged 12. and Chad 
Woodyatt of Dixon, aged -8 
years. 


ft .NUMBER ONE DOG, April 25, 


jg95—Alderman Rosbrook's black 
Mid white fox terrier "Blitz," is 
Ihe first licensed member of the 
tanine family in Dixon and wears 
Tag No. 1. 
* • • 


«S. S. SPENCER," Apr. 25, 


1895—A hleamboat. named "The 
Spencer," 60 fret long, was 
brought across the country from 


, Mllledfteville today, where it was 


W manufactured by Naaman Spen- 


cer. 
This afternoon it 
was 


launched on the 
North Side, 


""above the dam. It is Intended 


to make regular excursion trips 
during the summer between this 
city and Oregon. 


* * * 


ELECTRIC MOTOR, Apr. 25, 


—A new electric motor was start- 
ed yesterday In Dysart & Sloth- 


Dixon's Seat of Education in 1895 


Northern Illinois Normal School and Dixon Business College presented this im- 


posing appearance to the visitor in Dixon in 1895. The mam building (center) was 
SmpTeted for the second term of 1882-83 and two side buildings were completed 
shortly afterward, to give Dixon one of the most enviable positions in the state as an 
educational center. 
, 


Hotel at Assembly Park 


Jewel of the Rock River Lutheran Assembly park 


setting in the 1890s was this hotel, completed for the ses- 
sion of Aug. 4-18, 1891. 
Operated by Thomas Young, 


the magnificent hotel was 70 by 1001 feet, with three 
stories, accommodated "from 300 to 400 guests." Dele- 
gates to the assembly were also offered nearby driving, 
boating, fishing and swimming facilities. 
Street-Paving Project 
Arouses Citizens' Ire 


ower's place on 
9 itrect. 


West Seventh 


NEW INDUSTRY, Apr. 25, 


1895—O. M. Kendall of Lcomln- 
f»ter. Maw., the most extensive 
.grower of hot house cucumhers 
in the world, ha«« been In our 
city for the past few days nego- 
tiating for the erection of a cu- 
cumber plant for W. F. Fronton 
on South Peoria avenue. 


* * * 


1 
FANCY HORSE SHOES, May 


2,1895—That attractive display of 
fancy horse shoes in Ed Malloy's 
show window is the handiwork of 
M. Mott, the blacksmith who is 
building a shop on 
street. 


East First 


LONG BIKE TRIP, May 2. 


1895—One week from today our 
citizen, H. II. Scovcll, expects 
. to make a ride on his bicycle ot 
® 220 miles in 15 hours. He will 


•tart from the I Nachusa House 
and ride to Chicago, meeting a 
pace maker at Geneva, who will 
be sent out hy tho New York 
company. Refreshments will he 
taken In Chicago and then the 
return trip. 


v Cyclist Sets Record 


<* In Tush' to Chicago 


(The Evening Telegraph, June 


25, 1895)—Monday morning 
at 


3:30 H. H. Scovell started from 
Dixon on his wheel to beat the 
200-mile state record, making the 
trip to Chicago and return in 15 
hours and 44 minutes, including 


The summer of 1895 was a warm 


one—in more respects than one. 
As temperatures mounted, so did 
tempers over the hotly-contested 
issue of pavfng Galena avenue and 
First street with bricks. 


The issue came to a conclusion, 


however, during a mid-June coun- 
cil meeting. Then Alderman Neigh- 
bour, Rosbrook and Parsons, who 
constituted a committee appointed 
to estimate the cost of the street 
paving, reported that the entire 
cost would be $8,000. During the 
vote of the council, there was not 
a single dissenting vote, but in 
the informal meetings which fol- 
lowed the 
official 
adjournment, 


there was some heated discussion 
on the subject. Such vigorous ex- 
pressions were used as: "This is 
the most scoundrelly piece of busi- 
ness ever transacted by the city 
council of Dixon." 


Other comments included some- 


unprintable words—and the state- 
ments that "The streets arc good 
enough for years to come," "There 
s 
rascality 
somewhere." 
and 


•Talk about boodle aldermen in 
Chicago, we have them here, too." 


Special Fall Taken 


The Telegraph took a special 


poll of opinions on the matter by 
calling on various business men. 
Among the comments were: us 


Telegraph Increases 
To Eight Columns 


is 


an outrage. 
No one was con- 


sulted, or notified .regarding the 
matter." 


Later, in August 14, the issue 


was brought to the attention of 
The Telegraph readers with addi- 
tional quotes from the citizens: 


"Don't want any change in our 


streets; if we pave-Galena avenue 
we will be obliged to sharp-shoe 
our horses every other day." 


"I believe it will be impossible 


to draw heavy loads up Galena if 
paved." 


Some citizens advocated wooden 


blocks: others were satisfied if 
only the chuck holes were filled. 


Mayor Explains 


Mayor C. H. Hughes "got into 


the act" with a long find detailed 
explanation of the action which 
was published in The Telegraph 
on Aug. 20. 


The mayor, determined on the 


subject, concluded: "We hope to 
get the %vork done while it is a 
comparatively quiet business time 
and before the usual activity inci- 
dent to fall trade begins." 


Later in the month, the mayor 


received a letter—following his 
inquiry—from the city engineer of 
Burlington, Iowa, 
who advised 


that brick pavement was durable 
and that "you make no mistake in 
going ahead." 


Clergy Urges: 'Let 
Curfew Ring Tonight' 


(The Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 


31, 1895)—An item in The Tele- 
graph a few nights ago seems to 
have created the impression that 
the petition for an ordinance clear- 
ing the streets of children after 
9 o'clock in the evening, emanated 
from Rev. Wm. Hartman. 


It wa\s, however, drawn by in- 


struction of the local ministerial 
association, after consultation with 
some of our leading business men. 
The public streets, especially at a 
late hour of the night, is a bad 
school for undeveloped minds, and 
the object of the ordinance, which 
will be petitioned of the city coun- 
cil tomorrow night by a large 
number of our leading citizens, is 
to restrain by law 
those 
over 


whom there seems to be exercised 
no other restraint in this regard. 


Various efforts have been made 


to preserve the rising generation 
of our rapidly growing cities from 
the contaminating i n f l u e n c e s 
which seek the hours of darkness 
—the bats and owls, so to speak 
of the moral world. 
' (The petition was referred to 
the ordinance committee at the 
next council meeting but no Im- 
mediate action was taken.) 


» • • 


IT FINALLY RINGS 


It was Dec. 5. 1898, when the 


editor finally said: 


"At 8 o'clock on Friday eve- 


ning the surfew law passed last 
Friday night by the city council 
goes into effect, and if you are 16 
years of age or under and are 
found upon the streets, you will 
be liable to arrest and fine. 


"You arc warned right now that 


July 4th Is Sane 
But Not So Safe 
f* 


In reporting the events of the 


summer holiday under the head- 
ing "Sparks From the Fourth". 
The Evening Telegraph reported 
that all was sane—if not safe. 


"The usual amount of minor ac- 


cidents," the editor writes, "are 
reported (none very serious, so 
far as Dixon is concerned) with- 
out which the Fourth of 
July 


would scarcely be complete." 


Among the few accidents re- 


ported were: 


"Tim Sullivan had an arm and 


leg hurt by a big cracker. 


"Will Toot had a hand shattered 


—no bones broken. 


"Harry Petersbergcr was also 


burnt in the hand. 


"The bookmaker at the Pleas- 


ure Park races had a gash torn in 
one of his legs 
by a 
cannon 


cracker carelessly thrown. 


"Hazel Dille, at the college, was 


rather severely burned about the 
limbs and body by what is termed 
a nigger-chaser, which in its un- 
certain gyrations, lodged in her 
clothing. Her father. J. B. Dille. 
had his hands burned in extin- 
guishing the fire." 


And there were a few others- 


all victims of an age before fire- 
crackers were banned. 


'Greatest Show on Earth' 


** 


Provides Gala Day in City 
DIXON, 


Thursday, 
SEPT., 19. 


Mayor 1895-96 


rue wo*{.0s L»R<sesT, GRANDEST, BEST AMUSEMENT INSTITUTION. 


eatestS 
on&rbl) 


TRUTHFUL. AMORAL, 


PCTMAKENT WINTER 


BRIDGEPORT. CONN. 


. OREION OFFICES. 


37 CKAR1N9 CROSS. 


LONDON, 


H RUE Dt LA CKAUSSEE, 


PARIS. 


MAIM BUSINESS Owes." 


flew YORK CITY, 


•4 CARS. 4 TRAIN* 
it TEHTS COVCRIN41* ACM* 


1000 UVIN4 WOHMM. 
400 MORSES 


WORTH 9I3OOOO. 


2 MCNAOERIES 
3 CIRCUSES 


t A SREAT WORLD'S fAIR- 


Edison's New Phonograph 
Demonstrated at "Concert' 


.stoppages. 
The entire run 


made 55 minutes ahead of 


state time. 


(The 
Evening Telegraph. June 


17, 1895)—The Telegraph reaches 
its readers this evening increased 
in size by the addition of one col- 
umn width to each page, four col- 
umns in all. 


It is now—and will be hereafter 


until another increase is 
found 


necessary—an eight column folio. 


North Side Dam Scene, 1895 


Assembly Park Gets 
electric Lighting 


(The 
Evening Telegraph, July 


16, 1895)—The board of directors 
of the Assembly Park association, 
yesterday afternoon decided 
to 


ight the park during the coming 
Assembly 
with 
electric lights, 


which will be a great improve- 
ment. 


The management will also admit 


free on Soldiers' Day all members 
of Dixon post, G. A. R., and on 
Old Settlers' Day all bona fide 
members of the Lee County Old 
Settlers' Association. 


Reynolds Wire Runs 
Plant Day and Night 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Mar. 14, 


!895)_The Reynolds Wire Screen 
Factory at the water-power, com- 
* 


mcncing this week, will operate •-- 
their plant day and night, full 
force working, for an indefinite 
time. There is every prospect of 
this institution becoming one of 
the foremost industries of our city. 


you cannot ring the 'been to 
prayer meeting' racket in on our 
policemen cither." 


Bloomers in Vogue 
For Lady Cyclists 


(The 
Evening Telegraph, July 


13, 1895)—Bloomers are gradually 
coming to the front, though the 
ladies arc a little timid and still 
ride their bikes 
on 
the 
back 


streets. 


The good sense of a sensible 


costume for bicycling must pre- 
vail here in Dixon as well as in 
larger cities. Bicycling is next to 
flying and the ladies should not 
be deprived of the pleasure on 
account of the fact that a bifur- 
cated garment is actually neces- 
sary for 
managing 
the 
wheel 


properly and with pleasure. 


• 
APPROPRIATE PRIZE 


(The 
Evening Telegraph, Mar. 


20, 1895)—At the party given last 
night by the National Union in 
Schuler's Hall the booby prize, 
which was a package of hair pins, 
fell to the lot of H. A. Brown, who 
has parted his hair with a towel 
for lo these many years. 


SIDEWALK COMMITTEE 
(The Evening Telegraph, Feb. 


25, 1895)—The sidewalk in front 
of Remmcr's anC Lat.mer's houses 
on the west side of North Galena 
avenue has sunk, or the street has 
been raised, until now the walk is 
covered with water, and requires 
the attention of the sidewalk com- 
mittee. 


(The Evening Telegraph. May i, 


1895)—AS many of our readers 
are aware, the Y.M.C.A. course of 
lectures and concerts the past 
season failed to pay expenses by 
about §60. In order if possible to 
make up in part this shortage, the 
committee in charge have engaged 
Mr. Wilder S. Rice of Rome, N. Y. 
to give an entertainment at the 
opera house on Monday. May 6th, 
with Edison's 1895 Phonograph. 


Ever since Mr. Edison's inven- 


tion of the phonograph, it has been 
his aim to perfect it so that it 
might be used in large halls with- 
out the aid of car tube's, nnd the 
perfect instrument which he has 
recently completed bears little 
resemblance, in the effects pro- 


CHARLES H. HUGHES 


Dixon's mayor for 1895-96 and 


1900 was Charles H. Hughes. 


Mr. Hughes served as assessor 


of Palmyra township from 1876- 
78. and as Palmyra supervisor for 
1879. 
He was treasurer of Lee 


county from 1896-90. 


He was elected state represen- 


tative and served from 1900-01, 
and was elected state senator and 
served from 1902 to his death May 
12, 1907. He was born in 1816 in 
Columbia county, Pa. 


Reporter Tests New 
Rubber-Tired Buggy 


(The Dixon Telegraph. Mar. 28, 


1895)—A representative of The 
Telegraph this morning had the 
pleasure of testing the case of a 
new buggy just bought by Dr. 
Vaughn, of Paul G. Lord, the first 
of its kind introduced in this city. 
The wheels are rubber tired and 
noiseless. 
In passing over heavy 


rocks and rough roads the Jar 
is hardly perceptible. For a man 
of the doctor's profession, who is 
compelled to take long rides, it is 
a decided improvement over the 
steel tire, releasing the rider from 
the constant jar, which in time 
leads to serious difficulty of the 
back and kidneys. 


Several at Y Meeting 
Desire Christianity 


(The 
Dixon Telegraph, Jan. 3, 


jg95)—The 
new 
Y. M. C. A. 


building was filled and the ex- 
cellent arrangement of the rooms 
well tested yesterday afternoon at 
the men's meeting, nearly three 
hundred being present. These were 
effectively adrcssed by State Sec- 
retary I. E. Brown of Chicago. 
Near the close of the meeting, up- 
on invitation, several expressed a 
desire to become Christians. 


duced. 


Distinctly Hfiird 


With a greater degree of ac- 


curacy it reproduces an ordinary 
conversation or a concert by Gil- 
more's band so that it is distinctly 
heard by an entire audience. • 


While the earlier phonograph 


was hardly more than a toy, in 
its perfected form it has become 
a practical instrument by which 
a whole concert may be repeated 
so as to be heard distinctly by 


several thousand people at. otic 
ime. 


In order to secure as large an 


audience as possible, the com- 
mittee has decided to put the 
>rice of admission at 25 cents,, 
children 15 cents. 


» 
V 
* 


"TRULY WONDERFUL" 


(The Evening Telegraph, May 7, 


1895)—The phonograph 
concert 


last evening, though somewhat 
slimly attended, was very interest- 
ing. 


The operator of the wonderful 


Edison 
instrument briefly 
ex- 


plained its simple construction and 
then proceeded to illustrate its 
operation. 
The reproductions of 


singing, speaking 
and 
instru- 


mental music were truly wonderful 
and in 
many 
instances 
quite 


amusing. 


The words and notes were In 


most cases very distinct, though 
the tones were, accompanied by a 
metallic twang that as the instru- 
ment is perfected will be doubtless 
eliminated. . . . The whole enter- 
tainment was 
one 
of unique 


interest, and netted the Y.M.C.A. 
about 13 dollars. 


For the Ladies 


FLEXIBONE 


flOULDED. 


• 
—..I •"• 
- 


Trotting Was Dixon Sport in 1890s 


will bo at this Btoro November 13th to 
18th Inclusive. Com and Rot the bests 
corset made. Don't forget the date*. 


INTERESTING DRAMA 


(The 
Evening Telegraph, Apr. 


30, 1895)—Next Saturday evening 
the peoplff of the College will give 
the citizens an opportunity of wit- 
nessing an extremely interesting 
drama, entitled "Dot, the Miner's 
Daughter." Fourteen characters 
will be delineated in the play, 
which will be given ir. the opera 
house. 


"THE 
LITTLE MAGNET" 


Annie May Abbott, the "Little 


Electric Magnet." weighing only 
92 pounds, defied the power of 
giants during her _exhibition of 
strength at 
the 


House, Feb. 18, 


ni*ftn qnortsmen bred some of the country's best 
•W'lSsliffla^JK'ISS 
at meets in 
. 
,— ^ ^ close race. 


AMATEUR DRAMATIC CMJB 


(The 
Evening Telegraph, Mar. 


30. 1895)—The Dixon Amateur 
Dramatic company will make its 
initial appearance at an early date 
in Dion Boucilcault's great master- 
piece, "The Octoroon." 
The play 


has been carefully cast and the 
well known ability of our Dixon 
amateurs, who will appear in it 
gives assurance of an excellent 
presentation. 


TAXATION 


(The Evening Tc'egraph, Mar 


28, 1895)~Al the coming town 
election, voters of Dixon will be 
called upon to vote for or agains 
a special tax levy of 40 cents on 
each 100 dollars assessed valua 
tion of all taxable property in the 
township for the purpose of con 
slructing and maintaining har 
| roads. 


For the Gents 


After THREE MONTHS 


of Daily Wear 


This Collar 


i Is Still in Good Condition. 


nisecaiiK ts 
? Collar. Its original cost was 2$ eta. 
* :n,il it cost the wearer nothing nftcr- 
! wnnlsto keep it clean. When soiled, 


I simply wipe off with spougc or wet 
;dotli. 
' 
/. 


; 
TlieM collars nnd cufls arc waler- 


tfiroaf, nnd arc i!ic ouly waterproof 
<»o;(U ii-.ulc with nu interlining' of 
J linen: therefore the only ones that 
«ra:i la.-.t anil KIVC Absolute Mtisfac- 
'-lioi. Kveiy piece of the genuine i» 


as Yellows: 


Refuse Anything that it not *o| 


intuited, nnd'if your dealer has not] 
got the right kind send direct to us, < 
enclosing amount, and we will mail i 
you a sample postpaid. Collar* 25! 
cut. each. Cuffs 50 cts. pair. Give; 


<$uc, and state whether stand-up or; 


< ; turned-down (foliar is wanted. 
; 


; THE CELLULOID COMPANY, 


427-20 BroaJtrmr, HBW YORK. 


The Barnum & Bailey circus 


completely captivated Dixon in the 
early fall of 1895. 


The editor oi The Evening Tele- 


graph describee the event as "a 
gala day the like of which Dixon 
has never seen before.' 


On the morning of &>ept. 19 the 


circus began arriving and the 
editor said "people, circus crazy, 
began to make their way to the 
North Side depot to witness the 
arrival." 


The 
newspaper 
report 
con- 


tinued: 


"About a hundred boys and 


young men slept uruer the trees 
in that vicinity. Girls made ap- 
pointments to meet 'at certain lo- 
calities at halt past three this 
morning and go in squads to see 
the trains unload. 


1500 Await Arrival 


"Business 
men 
crossed 
the 


bridge hours before daylight, and 
before the trains arrived 1500 peo- 
ple, big and little, were awaiting 
their arrival. The three trains 
came down the Central track be- 
tween three and four o'clock this 
morning, about half an hour apart 
and passed ovet the bridge to the 
South Side depot . . . and unload- 
ed about daybreak at 
Pleasure 


Park. 


"At an early hour this morning 


the streets were filled, and long 
before 9 o'clock, the advertised 
hour of the parade, the public 
thoroughfares along the ,'line ot 
march were densely packed, not 
only the sidewalks, but in some 
cases 10 feet into the roadway on 
either side, while every window ot 
the buildings were crowded full of 
anxious faces. 


"The crowd waited for fully'an 


hour beyond the appointed' time 
for the procession; but many felt 
amply repaid for their tedious and 
wearisome waiting in the hot sun, 
when the procession 
appeared, 


certainly the longest and most 
finely caparisoned ever seen in 
Dixon. The parade gave promise 
amply fulfilled this afternoon, of 
the biggest show that travels. Its 
only fault is its Immensity. It is 
simply Impossible for a spectator 
to take In a tenth of the wonder- 
ful performances that are simul- 
taneously going on in three rings, 
the water pool, the stages and 
trapezes. No such exhibition for 
completeness, and. excellence has 
ever before appeared in this city." 


Full-Column Report 


The following day, still carried 


away by the spectacle, the editor 
devoted a full column to a report 
of the circus here. He said, in part: 


"Here we will say that the man- 


agers are not only Napoleons in 
the show business, but thorough 
gentlemen as well. . . they recog- 
nize the fact that amusement to 
be popular needs not to cater to 
vulgarity, and that to secure the 
moral 
backing 
of 
respectable 


classes, and consequently the best 
paying patronage, the rowdy ele- 
ment which so frequently disgraces 
popular, amusements 
must 
be 


eliminated." 


It was estimated that there 


were 13,400 tickets sold for the 
afternoon performance and that 
6,000 persons witnessed the eve- 
ning show. People from within » 
radius of 10 or 12 miles swarmed 
into the city and fully 20,000 per- 
sons were believed to have seen 
the parade. 


Crowds Are Orderly 


The crowds were described as 


orderly "notwithstanding the im- 
mense amount of beer consumed." 
And there was not a single derog- 
atory remark made about the cir- 
cus personnel or their perform- 
ances. - 


Boarding houses and restaurants 


had a field day. One- bakery was 
contracted to produce 500 pounds 
of bread for the, circus and an im- 
mense amount .of 'meat' vegetables 
and grain was.also sold. • 


The editor of The Evening Tele- 


graph borrowed-yie words of the 
victorious Caesar -when he said; 
"Veni, 'Vidi, Vici."-?Barnum & 
Bailey's circus, he said, could use 
these words in saying:: "We came, 
we saw, we conquered D^xon." 


WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE 


(The Evening Telegraph, Mar. 


12, 1895)—The eclipse of Monday 
night marks • the 'irsr ' of five 
eclipses which will occur during 
the year. 


Seventh Street Scene, 1895 
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1896 
Buffalo Bill' Captures 19.000 


Plant Site Sees 
Severed Owners 


Dixon lost a sewing machine and 


bicycle manufacturing industry in 
1896 when the Tcrre Haute Manu- 
facturing company vacated a large 
factory plant in West Dixon im- 
mediately west of Lincoln avenue, 


The plant nad been nuilt in 1892 


for the Canton Steam Pump com- 
pany, which was reorganized as 
the "Miller Steam Pump company 
and began production in Decem- 
ber 1S92. 


The steam pump company 1 ailed 


in the summer of 1893. and early 
in the spring of 1894, the Brosius 
Sewing Machine and Motor com- 
pany came into possess-ion. but in 
August made an assignment, the 
property passing into the hands of 
the Spring Motor company. 


In November. 1895. the Nash 


Manufacturing company oecame 
the owner, and on April 1, 1896. 
the Terre Haute Manufacturing 
company acquired the machinery. 


Later in the- year, the Terre 


Haute company, which manufac- 
tured the Damascus otcycle and a 
spring 
motor sewing machine 


manufactured by its three prede- 
cessors, 
moved 
the 
machinery 


away from 
Dixon, leaving the 


building idle for four years 


The Grand Detour Wagon com- 


pany was incorporated Dec. 24, 
1900, with a capital of $60,000. 
*nd having acquired title to the 
plant, began the manufacture of 
wagons. 


Dandelions Dandy 
As 'Sleeping Pills' 


(Evening Telegraph, May 2, 


1896)—It is said that the common 
dandelion is a perfect soporific. 
Two or three leaves chewed.just 
before going to bed ..will induce 
sleep, no matter how nervous 'a 
man may be. 


The leaves can be "easily dried 


for winter use, and the best of it 
is, that when used -to woo sleep, 
there is no morning headache or 
weariness such as invariably fol- 
low the use of chloral or morphine. 


At Bluff Par* can be found this 


excellent soporific in great abun- 
dance which can be had by the 
wakeful only for the digging. 


BLACKHAWK DYING 


(Evening Telegraph. Apr. 20, 


1896)—News has been received 
that old Chief Blackhawk, now 100 
years old, is dying at his wigwam- 
nine miles north of Fairfield. Wis. 


Nineties See Bicycle Fad 
Popular With Old, Young 


Bicychng haa become a fad for 


young and old in Dixon by 1896, 
and in West Dixon a concern had 
«ven begun .the manufacture of 
the two-wheeled "velocipedes." 


Several bicycle clubs, with both 


male and female members, were 
organized in the city and the di- 
vided skirt began to make its ap- 
pearance among the femah- vic- 
tims of the bicycling craze. Bicycle 
racing was a part of all outdoor 
events and Dixor. riders won their 
share of honors at .<"tate and na- 
tional competition. 


A party of Dixon citizens visited 


Scotland and England where they 
made a bicycle tour of those coun- 
tries. Many Dixon bicyclists made 
cross-country 'rips on the rela- 
tively poor roaas of the day. and 
other 
cyclists 
passed 
through 


Dixon on their way owiland. 


New Crime Problem 


With the advent of the bicycle's 


popularity came a new word in the 
lexicon of law officers. The term 
'horse thief" oegan to disappear 
and the word "bicycle thief took 
its place. Whether or not to tax 
the bicycle became a topic for dis- 
cussion by the politicians'of the 
1890s. 


The Telegraph, keeping abreast 


of the wave of cycle popularity, 
appointed itself as an authority 
on the fine art of bicycling- and 
cycling, etiquette. It said on April 
25, 1896: 


"Don't Look Down" 


"A bicycle riding instructor has 


applied the following simple rules 
to guide the beginner: (1) Grasp 
the handle-bars lightly. Do not 
stiffen the muscles of the arms 
and shoulders. (2) Turn the wheel 
gently in the direction toward 


which you feel you are tailing. Do 
not jerk it, but turn gently. (3) Do 
not be afraid to bear down on the 
pedals—the faster you go the more 
easily will the wheel oe controlled, 
but do not attempt 'scorching' un- 
til you feel that you are master of 
the wheel. (4) Always look< ahead. 
If you look down at the wheel you 
are 
almost 
sure 
to 
become 


•rattled,' and if you fix a terror 
stricken gaze on any object you 
wish to avoid, you are always sure 
to turn into it." 


On Sept. 5, it reported: 


Built for Two 


"John D. Parsons and Ernest 


Farrand on a tandem yesterday 
rode from the Gait House in Ster- 
ling to the I. C. railroad in 34 
minutes. A record breaker." 


Traffic hints were issued Sept. 


10: 
• 


"Bicycle riders snouia keep to 


the right as the law directs in 
meeting all teams, and to the left 
in passing them if th'ev wish their 
claims to half the road recognized. 


"Without such a rule it is' im- 


possible for drivers of horses who 
wish to avoid collisions with bicy- 
cles to tell how to guide their 
horses. Nearly all drivers are 
friendly to the little wheels, but 
the bicycle riders seem to choose 
only 
the smoothest 
track, no 


matter where it leads.' 


"Ladle* Getting Mannish" 


A comment combined bicycling 


and woman's rights a few days 
later when the editor said that: 


"Our ladies are getting more 


mannish every day. A young lady 
was heard to say when' she fell 
from her bicycle the other day, 
'That makes me so d--n mad!'" 


Dixon Hero 


(The Dixon Telegraph, Aug. 20, 


1896)—In the bicycle races at 
Louisville last week Clayton C. 
Ingraham gave himself and the 
city of Dixon a national reputa- 
tion. He will be home tonight and 
our local wheelmen .intend 
to 


gather at Eli's Place and go to 
the train in a body to meet him. 


In Saturday's races he won the 


mile open and got second place in 
a mile handicap race in which he 
was one of seven scratch men with 
seven other good riders at several 
distances along the track. 


"THE DIVINE SARAH" 


(Evening Telegraph, 
May 14, 


1896)—The Fargo Shoe Manufac- 
turing company a day or two ago 
took an order and measurement 
of Sarah Bernhardt for two pairs 
of shoes, which were .specially 
made and shipped* to Chicago this 
morning. 


CIDER MILL RUNNING 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 8, 


1896)—The cider mill at the A. R. 
Whitney 
place 
near 
Franklin 


Grove will run on Tuesday and 
Fridays for custom work during 
October. Price two cents per gal- 
lon. 


Rebekahs Form 
Lodge Here in '96 


This month, (May, 1951), mem 


bes of Minnie Bell Rebekah Lodg 
No. 423 will meet,jointly with tin 
Odd Fellows to 
honor departec 


members of both lodges. 


Minnie Bell lodge was organized 


in Dixon, January 24, 1896, with 
36 charter members, 20 brothers 
and 16 sisters, and members nam 
ed Miss Carrie Smith their first 
Noble Grand and Mrs. Alice An- 
derson first Vice Grand. 


Officers served for six months 


and meetings were held on the 
third floor of a building on the 
north side of First street in the 
100 block. Present meeting place 
s in the Odd Fellows building 
on the northeast corner of Secone 
street and Galena avenue, which 
was completed in January 1903 
and dedicated the following spring. 


The late C. F. Emmcrson do- 


nated the plot on which the build- 
ng was erected and 51.500 toward 
cost of the building. Mr. Emmer- 
son's widow survives him and was 
94 on Oct. 20. 1950. Two charter 
members. Mrs. Katheryn Spencer 
ivith continuous membership, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Witzleb. both of 
Dixon, still attend lodge as often 
as' their health and the weather 
permits. 


Membership Today 182 


Today the Rebekahs list 182 


members, who elect officers for 
one year and meet the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month. 


Appropriate programs are held 


each year celebrating the anni- 
versary of Minnie Bell lodge Jan. 
20, and on March 23 in honor of 
the birthday of Schuyler Colfax, 
who founded the Rebekah degree 
Sept. 20, 1851. 
ObseVvances are 


also held for the birthday on Jan. 
15 of Thomas Wilde, who found- 
id the Odd Fellows degree April 
26, 1819, and observances are heM 
on the anniversary -dales of the 
ounding of both degrees. 


The Rebekaihs remember the- 


sick with flowers each June and 
with baskets of fruit at Christmas 
ime. Donations are made to the 
Odd Fellows Children's Home at 


,incoln, 111., arid to the Odd Fel- 
ows Old Folks' Home at Mat- 
oon, HI. 


The Rebekahs and Odd Fellows 


hold Joint scramble suppers on 
.he first Tuesday of each month 
and a picnic each summer for 
:amilies of both lodges. 


Officers of the Minnie Bell Re- 


bekah lodge for 1950 include: 


Noble 
Grand, 
Mrs". Caraline 


FOR 29 YEARS - Only The Finest 


Meats 


Groceries 


Fresh Fruits, 
Vegetables 


and Service 


at 


PLOWMAN'S BUSY STORE 


From Roy Plowman, who bought a notions 
store in 1922 and later added groceries, young 
Carl Plowman purchased his father's business 
In 19S5 and two years later presented Dixon 
with one of its most modern, high quality 
markets. 


The occasion wan marked by a Hugo, grand 
opening crowd of 5,000 people who thronged 
into the newly remodeled and modernized store 
at Its' new location at 90-94 Galena Ave. 
This was in 1957. 


Today, fourteen years later, Plowman's Busy 
Store I* still owned by Carl and is located in 
the name ipaciom quartern. Today, an then, 
Plowman'* It proud to be a part of thin 
community, a pride which manifest* Itself In 
the Brent rare we have always taken to nerve 
you with only the finest foods and meals. 


90-94 Galena Avenue 
Phone 4-1831 
We Deliver 


Grimes; Vice Grand, Mrs. Lavina 
lughes; recording secretary. Miss 
Florence Stoner; financial secre- 
ary; Miss Mae Thoren; treasur- 
r, Miss Cora Person; right sup- 
>orter to the noble grand, Mrs 
Vellie Van Meter; left supporter 
o noble grand, Mrs. Mariah Mor- 
gan; right supporter to vice grand, 
VIrs. Ruth Lowe; and left sup- 
orter to vice grand, Mrs. Grace 
Sitter. 


Conductor, Mrs. Billie Baker; 


vardcn, Mrs. Pearl Brooks; mu- 
ician, Mrs. Mary Mathias; inside 
guardian, Mrs. 
Delores Forger; 


lUtside guardian, Mrs. Vida Mer- 
riman; chaplain. Mrs. Jeanette 
(Vhitcbread; junior 
past 
noble 


grand, Mrs. 
Venetta 
Six; and 


rustces, Marian 
Morgan, Mrs. 


Hazel Brooks, Mrs. Hazel Stev- 
ns; Mrs. Marthe Brinton and 
Vliss Bertha Brass. 


'Buffalo 
Bill' 


Ice Cream Social 


(The Dixon Telegraph, July 19, 


.896)—The Young People's Soci- 
ty of the Baptist church held a 
awn sociable at the home of 
ames Lcnnon on Madison avenue 
ast 
evening. 
The 
lawn 
was 


rettily illuminated with Japanese 
antcrns and set with tables, chairs 
nd hammocks, and 
under the 


verhanging trees looked like a 
airy bower. Although the sudden 
rop in the temperature rendered 
ce cream less of a luxury than 
vas anticipated. 
There was a 


oodly attendance; music and a 
ariety of'games made the time 
ass pleasantly: the 
cake and 


ream were 
delicious and 
the 


oung folks took in between ten 
nd 12 dollars. 


Learns All Cats 
Are Gray in Dark 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr 30. 


1896)—George Howell was annoy- 
ed by cat-howlb from feline noo 
turnal visitors about the house 
and so his knowledge 01 electricity 
was brought into use, and his plan 
was much better than the usual 
bootjack-hairbrush-stovewood me- 
thod, except that the nine lives 
were knocked out of the wrong 
cat. 


He fixed up a battery with wires 


which reached out to the cat path, 
the place where cats do most con- 
gregate, and waited for his game. 
A cat came in due time and 
George touched the button and up 
went the cat some thiee feet in 
the air and came down again with 
a "dull, sickening thud." 


The cat was electrocuted with 


neatness and dispatch and George 
was well satisfied with his electri- 
cal experiment until 
upon 
re- 


moving the body, the young man 
found that he had electrocuted his 
own beloved pei cat 
Where There's Smoke 
Is the Seat oi Fire 


The Telegraph reported that on 


Nov. 
4, 
1896, 
a 
resident 
of 


Dixon xvas passing by the H. T. 
Noble residence when he smellcd 
smoke. 


He ran excitedly Into the house 


and told the women inside that the 
house was on fire, but they, upon 
looking at him, informed him that 
it was his own coat tai' burning. 


Famed Plainsman Performs 
Before Admiring Dixonites 


As the 19th century drew to a 


close, Dixonites in 1896 were to 
witness a pageant which not only 
would leave them with poignant 
recollections of the passing caval- 
cade of a century, but also would 
mark the decline of the grandest 
chapter in a nation's history—the 
passing of the Great Western 
Frontier. 


Dixon citizens were to sec a 


plainsman - turned - showman, who 
at the peak of his glory brought 
the brilliant spectacle of the Amer- 
ican Wild West before the crowned 
heads'of Europe, and who in the 
twilight of his colorful career was 
reduced to haunting the saloons of 
Denver, there to die a confused 
and embittered old man—too proud 
to beg for the drink he craved. 


Was Hunter and Scout 


This prototype of -the American 


cowboy of screen and fiction, half 
person and half myth, who had 
spent the earlier part ot his life- 
time on the western plains as a 
hunter, scout and Indian fighter, 
was William Frederick Cody. His 
earlier exploits as a hunter of the 
plains bison had earned him the 
nickname—"Buffalo Bill." To the 
Indians of the plains he was known 
as "Pawhuska"—The Long Haired 


In 1896, the name, "Buffalo 


Bill," was on the lips of every 
schoolboy in America who had 
ever dreamed of slaying redskins 
and hunting the charging buffalo 
The buckskin-clad warrior's show 
manship had conquered 160 cities 
of the East and captivated 
the 


throngs of London, Paris, Rome 
Vienna, Berlin and Brussels. 


Early in 1896, readers of The 


Dixon Telegraph were told that the 
renowned plainsman would put on 
his show here on the Fourth o: 
July. The date later was changed 
to August 21. 


Publicity Men Arrive 


A vanguard of publicity men ar- 


rived in Dixon weeks in advance 
of the 50-year-old scout and show- 
man, and billboards told admiring 
citizens that: 


"Col. W. F. Cody will positively 


take part in both the afternoon 
and evening exhibitions of Buffa- 
lo Bill's Wild West and Congress 
of Rough Riders of the World." 


With the great Pawhuska, pro- 


claimed the notices, will appear 
"100 Indian Warriors, 50 American 
Cowboys, 30 Mexican Vaqueros 
and Ruralcs. 30 South American 
Gauchos, 50 Western Frontiers- 
men, Marksmen, etc., 25 Bedouin 
Arabs, 20 Russian Cossacks, and 
detachments of the U. S. Cavalry, 
Royal Irish-English 
Lancers, 


French Chasseurs, and German 
Cuirassiers, plus the Last of the 
Buffalo—the only herd on exhibi- 
tion. 


An additional treat was prom- 


ised, according to the signs, in the 
marksmanship 
performances 
of 


Miss 
Annie Oakley and John 


Baker. 


The .advertisements added that 


"Special Railway Trains equalling 
the requirements of modern meth- 
ods of moving A Full Equipped 
Army and carrying all the para- 
phernalia necessary to a Covered 
Grand Stand seating 20,000 per- 
sons," would bring the show to 
Dixon. 


"On the first day of arrival," the 


Past 


Present 


Future 


From Experience Comes Faith 
j 


Faith in the future is the symbol of the past and is ever- 
present ... all efforts combined can and will bring about 
our dreams of tomorrow and one day we will see the 
living symbols of our faith . . . . 


The greatest gift to yourself and your loved ones is 
insurance . . . Make the future secure by your 
thoughtfulness of today. 
. 


RAE A. ARNOULD 


INSURANCE AGENCY 


106 E. First Strw-t 
Dial 4-0421 
Dixon, Illinois 


billboards proclaimed "there will 
bo given a Free Street Cavalcade 
by detailed divisions from each de- 
tachment (Wild Horses, Buffalo; 
Cattle, 
etc., 
being 
necessarily 


guarded in camp), which will be 
enlivened by 3 Bands of Music 3, 
led by the famed, world-traveled 
Buffalo Bill's Cowboy Band." 


Attended by 19,000 


It is hardly necessary to add 


that 19,000 Lee countians of all 
ages crowded into the grand arena 
to see the famed Pawhuska of the 
plains, and the Indians and bison 
that not too long ago had roamed 
the Rock river valley. On the day 
of the parade the. editor of The 
Telegraph said: 


"The street parade of Buffalo 


Bill's Wild West Show this morn- 
ing was all that had been promised 
us in the most glowing accounts. 
The affair seemed to be a sort of 
ovation to the famous cowboy who 
led the procession seated in his 
fashionable carriage, driving an 
elegant span of silky-haired Ara- 
bian horses. 


"Colonel Cody played his' part 


well and seemed not in the least 
out of place with Ms kid gloves 
and cowboy hat as he led the pro- 
cession through Dixon. The parade 
was a novel sight, such as we sec 
only once in a lifetime. It was an 
illustrated American pioneer story, 
with cowboys, overland stage and 
Indians galore. 


Annie Oakley Performs 


"It was a grand sight and the 


show was universally pleasing; 
Buffalo Bill receiving an ovation 
at every appearance. The Indians 
and cavalry made a fine display 
and' the marksmanship displayed 
by Miss Annie Oakley and John 
Baker was wonderful. 
The work 


done with a shotgun by Buffalo 
Bill is always interesting. 


Whirling Dervishes 


"The 
Dervish acrobats were 


fine. 
During their performance 


Hadji Cheriff, dressed as a worn- 
an, did the Dervish whirling dance 
on a narrow pedestal. 
He 9an 


whirl two and a half hours and 
suddenly stopping, show no signs 
of dizziness. And yesterday, after 
whirling ten minutes, sprang upon 
his horse's back and dashed around 
the arena with the others twirling 
his rifle in the air." 


And this anticlimactic conclu- 


sion : 


"J. J. McCarthy, orator for the 


show, claims to be the loudest 
mouthed man in America." 


Hit Songs, 1896 


For those who had an ear for 


music 
in the late 
Nineteenth 


Century there was a wide assort- 
ment of melodies for dancing, 
concert singing or parlor enter- 
tainmcnt. 


When the Salisbury Orchestra, 


one of the best-known of the day, 
appeared here at the opera house . 
on Jan. 15, 1896, the program 
included Miss Abby Rose Wood 
singing "Ben Bolt" and "Good 
Night, Beloved." Other numbers on 
Lhc program were, "Love's Dream 
After the Ball," "In the Clock 
Store" and "Rastus on Parade." 


At the Hard Times Social given 


at the Baptist church later in tho 
same month, the musical numbers 
on the program included: "See 
the Pale Moon," "The Man That 
Always Keeps Sweet," "The Silent 
lell" and "The Devoted Apple." 
A concert soloist of note in the 


same 
year, 
Mmc. 
Franceses 


Guthric-Moyer, appeared at the 
opera house and included on her 
program 
such popular hits as 


•The Last Rose of Summer" and . 
'Down Upon the Suwance River." 


At a .musical program given at 


St. Paul's Lutheran church in 
February, the numbers included 
•Two Loves," "Little Boy Blue" 
and "The Chariot Race." 


Poachers Prepared 
With Explanations 


(Evening Telcgrapn, Apr.. 23, 


1896)—Fisherman Horace (Hop) 


ll and George (Brigham) Young 


were arrested for illegal seining. 
They explained that they were 
seining to recover a shotgun lost 
when a boat capsized and that 
all fish caught were thrown back 
n the river; but we hoar that the 
offciers found a box full of fish 
they had saved out. 


(On anothe- occasion, earlier, 


the same two fishermen, avowed 
to legal authorities that witnesses 
who saw them illegally pulling 
'fish" out of ».ho water were mis- 
taken. The 'fish" 
were really 


'muskrats," they claimed.) 
1,305 Workers Earn 
$676,000 Pay Roll 


Employment 
by 
factories 
lit 


Dixon was reported by The Tele- 
graph on Mar. .26, 1SD6, as: Anglo- 
Swiss Condensed Milk company, 
200; Dixon & Riverside Shoe Fac- 
tory, 600; Fargo Shoe Factory,, 
250; Grand Detour Plow Factory, 
[.30; Reynold.-* Wire Screen fac- 
tories, 40; Nash Bicycle Works, 
40; Box'Factory, 15; and Planing 
Mills, 20. A total of 1,305 em- 
)loyes. 
i 


The estimated pay averaged $10 


each weekly, or a lotnl weekly 
payroll of $13,000, or $676,000 « 
year. 


Centennial Edition 
* 
1851-DIXOK EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
fr 
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30 YEARS! 


In the critical years following the Great World 
War 1, Frank Kreiin envisioned the growing 
need for a modern up-to-Date furniture and 
floor covering store. He opened his store in 
August, 1921. Since that time, and we hope for 
many years to come, Kreims Furniture Store 
has supplied Dixon and surrounding area with 
the finest furniture and floor coverings. To 
mention just a few of the nationally advertised 
names, there are: Mersman Tables, Armstrong 
Linoleum, Simmons Mattresses, Alexander 
Smith Rugs, Lane Cedar Chests and Kroehler 
Furniture. Business began at the present loca- 
tion with one 25 foot store frontage and in the 
year 1938, the adjacent 25-foot store frontage 
was added. Today the big store, serviced by 
an electric elevator, actually displays four full 
floors of furniture. 


Living Room 


1921 KREIM'S 


1951 I 
Dining Room 


"Furniture and Floor Coverings'9 g 


Floor coverings have long been a spe- 
cialty with Kreim's. A wide selection of 
9* - 12' and 15' widths of carpeting are 
stocked in the store for you to choose 
from. Rugs can be cut to order forwall- 
to-wall carpeting or rugs of special sizes. 
Ask to have our carpet counselor call for 
your room measurements. IF HIS THE 
FINEST QUALITY ... IF IT IS NATION- 
ALLY ADVERTISED . ..YOU CAN PUR- 
CHASE IT AT KREIM'S. 


84-86 GALENA AVE. 
DIXON, ILL 
or Bedroom 


KWSPAPLRl 


I > 
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1897... First Public Hospital Is Opened 


City's First Catholic School 


(Evening Telegraph Sept. 23. 


1897)—Friday afternoon at the 
close of the second week's work in 
the new Catholic school, a very 
pleasing exercise took place The 
Dixdi\ post Of the Giand Army of 
the Republic took part in raising 
a flag 7 by 12 ftet to the top of a 
fine, flag staff, 51 feet high. 


At^'four o'clocK a large crowd o£ 


citizens and „ children from 
the 


public schools assembled to wit- 
ness the ceremonies. 


The dignitaries of the Catholic 


church purchased for $9,000 the 
old',homestead of Geo L. Schulcr 
standing .nearly in the center of 
the,block bounded by Peoria ana 
Hennepin avenues and 
Seventh 


and Eighth streets 
near 
St. 


Patrick's church. 


The lawn has been put T fine 


shape, new verandas and steps 
have been erected, I he windows 
enlarged and filled with single 
light sashes. The interior has been 
given a light, airy and cheerful 
appearance. 


A new broad oak staircase ol 


easy ascent leads from the front 
hall to the upper story, which is 
subdivided 
into 
reception 
and 


living rooms, with dormitory etc.. 
to be occupied by the sisters who 
will have charge of the school. The 
house is supplied with all the mod- 
ern conveniences, heated by the 
most approved hot water system 
and lighted by electricity in every 
room and all the verandas. 


The first floor is divided into 


school rooms and supplied with 
desks and noiseless folding scats 
elegantly finished. North of the 
hall is a large room seated for 
over 100 pupils. There arc three 


other school morns, seating 27, 28 
and 39 pupils, respectively The 
dining room and kitchen are in 
the basement. 


In these improvements an ex- 


penditure ol $3.000 10 $3,500 has 
seen made. The1 school has 200 
pupils under the care of the Supe- 
rioress Sister Kcgina, with five 
assistant teachers nna a music 
teacher. The school is under the 
supervision of Father Folcy 


Gold in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, • Nov. 25, 


1897)—Not to be outdone by the 
balance of the world in the nature 
of our products, prospectors have 
been sounding the hills along Rock 
river, until now. we are reliably 
informed, says an Oregon paper, 
:h&\. gold-beanng rock is being 
mined 
successfully 
in 
paying 


quantities between Grand Detour 
and Dixon, near what is known as 
"the cave." 


For Smoke Rings 


(Evening Telegraph 
Mar 18, 


1897)—In the 
Dimick block on 


Hennepin avenue, occupying four 
rooms at the front, upstairs and 
the northern half of the basement 
is the cigar factory managed by 
A. A. Diamond. " - 


The cigars made by the eight 


workmen in this establishment 
should be smoked by Dixon con- 
sumers. Visit the 
factory and 


please your nostrils with the aro- 
ma of the best Vuelta Cuban to- 
bacco. 
~ 


'Little Bird' Acts 
As News Reporter 


Under the heading, "Judge Far- 


rand Drew Tyio Pair," a report of 
Dec. 9. 1897, said,-"A fat little 
sparrow, a friend of The Tele- 
graph, sat on a window sill out- 
side the county clerk's office at 
the courthouse Wednesday and 
saw Judge Farrand perform a 
double wedding service." 


The report continued that the 


blushing brides, sisters, and the 
happy grooms, begged that the 
newspapers not be told of the 
wedding. 


"But the little bird," reported 


the newspaper, "heard the judge 
say: 'Irwin M. Bunnel do you take 
Bertha Dennis to be your lawfully 
wedded wife, and do you, August 
Vocgele, take Dora-Dennis,' etc. 


"Now 
that little bird hurried 


right down here and told us that 
Mr. Bunncll was from Ashton, 
Mr. Voegelc from Steward and the 
two sisters from Bradford. 


"The young people have done 


something to be proud of and the 
men have saved themselves from 
many a long cold ride this winter 
while courting and save the par- 
ents of the Misses Dennis a large 
bill of fuel and light. It is all 
right." 
Establish Jones 
Funeral Home 


The Jones Funeral Home, which 


has served Dixon and the sur- 
rounding community for 54 years, 
was establisheo in 1897 


The funeral directors occupy a 


Lhrec-story Bedford stone building 
at 204 Ottawa avenue ancl five 
people 
arc 
employed, 
offering 


service with dignity and under- 
standing. 


The Jones funeral Home was 


established by Royal Jones and has 
continued under family manage- 
ment. In addition to completing 
all funeral arrangements, the di- 
rectors are exclusive dealers in 
Belmont and Batesyille caskets. 


The funeral oirectors are mem- 


bers of the Illinois Funeral Direc- 
tors Association and'the National 
Funeral Directors Association. 


PARK IS IMPROVED 


In the summer of 1897, George 


H. Page, of the milk condensing 
factory, made improvements on 
Elmdale park, the site of the old 
elm tree on the land formerly 
known as the Dr. Oliver Everett 
farm. 


Mayor, 1897-99 


FREDERICK A. TRUMAN 
Head of Dixon's city govern- 


ment for the years, 1897-99 and 
1901-02, was Frederick A. Truman. 


He served a city alderman from 


1874-75 and 
1884-87, 
and 
was 


county treasurer 
from 
1875-79. 


He. was a member of the Dixon 
school board from 1878-1903 and 
was the board's president from 
1890-1903. 


Born at Oswego, N. Y.. in 3844, 


he died at Dixon, Mar. 22, 1903. 


Hickory-Dickory... 
A Mouse's Trickery 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept 23, 


1897)—Stephen Reagan, telegraph 
operator at the Northwestern was 
mighty glad last night that he is 
a man with few of the marked 
characteristics of a woman. A 
mouse ran up nis leg inside of his 
pants! 


He was excited for e few brief 


moments. The entire party of high 
five players was hilarious, for that 
mouse was a lively .ittle vermin 
and caused Mr. Reagan to cut 
such antics as to lead his com- 
panions to well imagine that he 
"had "em" in a most malignant 
form. 


• "Great Caesar's ghost," 
said 


Stephen, as' he ran his hands up 
and down his legs as though he 
had been touched:-—"Send for a 
cat—the thing will set me crazy." 
His companions all mounted chairs 
and tables while he danced a can- 
can and we only wish that a party 
of ladies could have witnessed the 
scene from a safe distance. 


100 years ago... 


FIRST 


ANNIVERSARY 


Burbank 
Store 


TODAY 


MAY 
1950 


MAY1, 
1951 


The North Side Shopping 
District Was in 
It's Infancy... 
As We Are Today. 


One year ago we purchased the 
Kenwood Rexall Store. Having only 
been here one year we have not had 
time to establish any great reputa- 
tion. We hope to accumulate, in 
time, A FINE REPUTATION by offer- 
ing, for your selection, top brands of 
merchandise. We hope that in this 
way we may contribute our share to 
the progress and development of the 
North Side Shopping District. We 
are proud to be a part of the great 
city of Dixon (the finest in Northern 
111.) and would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate the Dixon 
Evening Telegraph on the part they 
have played in Dixon's progress. 


Editor Sings 


of City 


Burbank's Store 
107 N. GALENA AVE. 
PHONE 2-0241 


The editor of The Telegraph, on 


Dec. 9, 1897, described his city to 
readers and prospective capitalists, 
thus: 


"Population 9,000. Location, 98 


miles west of Chicago, at the 
crossing of the main lines .of the 
Chicago & Northwestern and Illi- 
nois Central railways. 


"On the high banks of Rock 


river, the 'Hudson of the North- 
west,' a natural, terraced slope for 
a mile on either side, affords the 
city good natural drainage and a 
most healthful location. 


"The city has extensive and ex- 


cellent water 
power; 
electric 


light-and gas supply; waterworks 
with about 12 miles of mains— 
artesian supply; paved streets and 
thorough drainage; many miles of 
permanent artificial stone side- 
walks. 


"The city's religious and educa- 


tional advantages are unexcelled: 
Ten churches and a 
flourishing 


Y.M.C.A.; five public school build- 
ings and two colleges and an ex- 
cellent public library. Five hotels. 
Two reliable and long established 
national 
banks. 
An 
elegantly 


furnished and well conducted hos- 
pital. Two daily and four weekly 
newspapers. 


Many Improvements 


"Dixon has felt the financial 


depression of the past two years 
less than any city of its size in the 
state, and during that time many 
of its most expensive and perma- 
nent 
improvements 
have 
been 


made—its street 
improvements, 


largest society halls, handsomest 
stores and the finest and most 
capacious agricultural warehouse 
between the Lakes and the Missis- 
sippi. 


"Dixon has the largest milk con- 


densing works in America, with a 
rich dairy farming country from 
which to draw its supplies. 
It 


has the oldest plow and agricul- 
tural manufactory in the North- 
west, and two of the largest shoe 
manufactories west of Chicago. 


"It has a first class piano fac- 


tory; an extensive woven wire 
factory; excellent brick and tile 
works; three sash, door and .blind 
factories; a packing case and box 
factory; and all lines of mechanical 
and mercantile business arc well 
represented. 


"Its population presents all de- 


sirable business, social and literary 
elements 
harmoniously blended, 


and 
affords 
literary, scientific, 


musical' and 
social 
clubs 
in- 


numerable." 


fane Addams Speaks 
To Lutheran Group 


(Evening Telegraph 
Nov. 4, 


1897)—Under the auspices ot the 
board of managers of the Dixon 
hospital, Miss Jane Addams of 
Hull House, Chicago, spoke to a 
large and deep'y interested audi- 
ence at 
the Lutheran church 


Thursday evening on the subject 
of "Settlements." 


Y.MCA AIDS FAMINE 


SUFFERERS 


In 1897 the 
city 
of 
Dixon, 


through the Y.M.C.A., sent about 
$100 in donations for the famine 
sufferers of India. 


First Dixon Public Hospital 


The Dixon public hospital, dedi- 


cated on the first day of 1897. was 
the result of long planning on the 
part of civic-minded Dixonites. 
Stories about the proposed hos- 
pital had appeared all through the 
newspaper in 1896, as, for instance, 
the following account which was 
published along with this picture 
of the proposed site: 


"The building will be a sub- 


stantial brick structure, as such a 
building should be. 
More atten- 


tion will be given to convenience* 
and to sanitary appliances than 
to mere ornamentation. 


"The main building will be 34x50 


feet with a western projection, not 
shown in the cut, 10x18. The sun- 
bath room on the northeast corner 
(a part of which is given) is about 


18x24 feet. The artist in his hurry 
forgot to insert a front door upon 
the porch; but the builder xvill see 
to it that patients will' not have 
to climb through the windows. 


"The building which now occu- 


pies the front of the lot has been 
sold to Mr. J. B. Clears for $250, 
who will move it across the ravine 
and fit it up for a dwelling. 


"The old house was built and 


occupied by Win. Uhl about thirty 
years ago, and is quite-a substan- 
tial frame structure, but unfitted 
for hospital uses. 


"The grounds, will be laid out 


in a fine lawn with walks and 
driveway, and planted with shrub- 
bery, etc., giving 
to 
the 
sur- 


roundings of. the hospital a very 
pleasant appearance." 


Reception Held 
New Year's.Day 


. Dixon's first public hospital waa 


[ opened for patients on New Year's 
I Day, 1897, after being planned in 
11895, and completed during 1898 
| at a cost of about $12,000, includ- 


ing furnishings. 


The first hospital building WM 


a two-story brick structure ere&- 
cd on East First street on grounds 
donated by Solomon H. Bethea in 
memory of his wife Katherine 
Shaw Bethea. The building waa 
paid for by donations, after being 
ordered at a meeting of the city 
council Nov. 1, 1895. 


The ordinance provided that 


nine women be chosen as a board 
of directors for the hospital. The 
first board, chosen Nov. 1, l£%"j 
included Mary A. Noble, Sarah J. 
Brubaker, Louise B. Cumins, Eliz- 
abeth Shaw, 
Susan 
A. Smith. 


Delia L. Watson, Nellie McMar- 
tin, Kittie Finley and Annie Geis- 
enheimer. 


Memorial' Hospital 


The board, concurring with the 


city council, named the new in- 
stitution the "Katherine Shaw Be- 
thea Memorial Hospital." 


At the reception 
held Jan. Ti 


1897, attendance was estimated at 
3,000 to 5,000 people. The facili- 
ties included a reception 
room, 


basement, head nurse's room, op- 
erating room, bathrooms, labora- 
tory, two sun bath rooms, etheriz- 
ing room, three kitchens, a dining 
room and eight/ private rooms with 
space for two beds each. 


The building. was- heated with 


hot water and equipped with elec- 
tric lights. 
i" 


Dorothy Chapter, Q. E. S. 
Marks 54th Anniversary 


Dorothy Ohapter, No. 371, Order 


of the Eastern Star, celebrated its 
54th anniversary in April of this 
year. On that occasion, the Past 
Matrons and Past Patrons of the 
order were honored. 


Two members, Mrs. Kmma Eich- 


ler of Dixon and Mrs. Sadie Moore 
of Santa Barbara, California, have 
been members for 50 consecutive 
years. 


On April 7, 1897, 20 people met 


and were instituted as Dorothy 
Chapter, No. 371. The installing 
officers were from Foster Chapter, 
No. 331, of Paw Paw. 
' 


Mrs.' Dorothy Law was the first 


Worthy Matron of 
the Dixon 


chapter and it was for her that 
the local order was named. William 
H. Williamson served as the first 
Worthy Patron. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Cheatlc, still a 


member and residing 
in Dixon, 


was among the first candidates. 


Receives Charter 


On November 5, 1897, the chap- 


ter received its chartci and the 
first meetings were held in the old 
Masonic Temple at the corner of 
First street and Peoria avenue un- 
til 1927, when the chapter moved 
to the present Masonic Temple. 
Mrs. Geraldine Palmer and James 
Palmer were the presiding officers 
at this important period in the 
organization's history. 


A 50th anniversary was, cele- 


brated on April 7. 19*7. with a 


dinner and program attended by 
iOO. Three 50-year members were 
lonored on this occasion, 
Mrs. 


Elizabeth Cheatlc, a continuous 
iO-ycar member, and Mrs. Diana 
Miller and Mrs. Viola Strub, affili- 
ated members. 


Dorothy Chapter, OFS, has been 


honored with many members scrv- 
ng important positions in the 
Grand Chapter. Among them have 
been Mrs. Carrie L. Coe who serv- 
ed as Grand Ruth in 1936 and Mrs. 
Bculah M. Tennant who was Grand 
Adah in 1950. Mrs. Coe also served 
as Supreme Worthy High Priest- 
ess of the White Shrine of the 
United States and Canada in 1949. 


This year three other appoint- 


ments from the Grand Chapter 
have been bestowed on Dorothy 


haptcr: Mrs. Edith Pollock, a 


member of thu Cancer Control 
committee; Mrs. Mildred Bcier, 


Iligibility Committee; and Edgar 
i.* Crawford of the Fraternal Be- 


1946 
to 


We would like> take this opportunity 
to thank our many customers for the 
business they have given us in the 
past five years. 


We sell the finest quality foods on the 
market and shall continue to do so in 
\ 


the future. 


* 
CENTRAL 
FOOD STORE 


FRED HAND 


119 Galena Ave. 
Dixon 


nevolence Committee. 
<£ 


Dorothy Chapter shares in the 


responsibility of maintaining the 
Rockford Eastern Star Home and 
the sanitorium in Macon. 


Present Officers 


There are, at present, 560 mem- 


bers of Dorothy Chapter. The 1951 
officers are: Mrs. Dorothy Flscel, 
Worthy Matron; Melvin FisceU 
Worthy Patron; Mrs. Helen M. 
Tatc, Associate Matron; Robert C. 
Tatc, 
Associate 
Patron; M^ 


Mazie , Hoberg, Secretary; Mist 
Frances Patrick, Treasurer; Mrs. 
Carrie Root, Conductress; 
Mra 


Lois Krug, Associate Conductress; 
Mrs. Edith Pollock, Chaplain; Miss 
Jean Brown, Marshal; Mrs. Ruth 
Crawford, Organist; Miss Lucille 
Moats, Adah; Miss Frances Ma- 
thias, Ruth; Mrs. Nadinc Stein, 
Esther; Mrs. Frances Dippel, Mar- 
tha; Mrs. Flora M. Stitzel, Electa; 
Mrs. Irma Scidcl, Warder; 
J. Hoberg, Sentinel. 


Woman's Club Observes 
54th Year During Week 


This week, Thursday and Friday, 


n their annual flower show the 
members of the Dixon Woman's 
Jlub will follow the thought of the 
entennia) of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph when they 
use 
the 


century theme in their exhibits. 
This show which in past years 
has attracted 2,000 visitors from 


radius of 100 miles has be- 


come the largest event of its kind 
in the state. 
, 


In recent years ,thc garden de- 


partment has been working on the 
idea ' of a more beautiful com- 
munity and has been staging these 
shows with the help of the whole 
club and other Dixon groups to 
raise money to 
plant 
flowering 


trees in and around Dixon. This 
year they arc landscaping the 
swimming pool grounds. 


Would Beautify City 


It is the hope of thc^club that 


Dixon may be 
knowiT as 
the 


"Flowering Tree City" and that 
every road into Dixon will be a 
path of beautiful trees in craba'pple 
and redbud season just as the 
Lowell park road begins to" look 
now. 
They hope many such trees 


will also be planted in individual 
yards so that their "Dixon Beau- 
tiful" 
theme 
will 
become 
a 


reality. 


The Dixon Woman's Club is 


exactly 54 years old today for it 
came into being on the afternoon 
of May 1. 1897, at 
the 
Court- 


house. 
A meeting was called for 


2:30 p. -m. on that day for all 
women in Dixon who were inter- 
ested in the "cleanliness, health- 
fulness and progress" of the city. 


Name First Officers 


The organization was founded on 


that Saturday afternoon and Mrs' 
Ellwood Hughes who was then 
79 was the first president. ' The 
other original .officers were: Mrs 
C. H. Sanvinc. first vice-president: 
Mrs. J. L. Hartwell. second vice- 
president; Mrs. A. J. McDougal, 
third vice-president: Mrs. J. H. 
Thompson, secretary: Mrs. Juttus 
Clark, recording secretary; and 
Mrs. Rose Wincbrenner, treasurer 


The board of directors consisted 


of Mrs. C. V. Kerch, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hcrrick, Mrs. C. C. Kost, Mrs. 
J. W. Davis, Miss Hattie Smith 
and Miss Clara Preston. 


Mrs. Dorothy N. Law and Mrs. 


Lucy Hartwell were the promoters 
of the new organization. 
The 


first regular meeting was held at 
the home of Mrs. Kost on May 15. 
A number of smaller clubs joinij 
this larger organization so that 
they might be better able to ac- 
complish things for the betterment 
of Dixon. 
The first 
complete 


membership roll which is available 
was two years later when thert 
were 126 active members. 


Begin Sunday School 


In 1903 the club started the 


D|xon Woman's Club Union Sun- 
day School in the mining region 
of LaSalle, 111. 
|H 


At numerous times during the 


club's history ' the hospital has 
received help. Early in its exist- 
ence it was by gifts of bedding and 
food. Then it was the care of a 
ward and finally a room which is 
still maintained by the club. 
In 


the early 1920s help was given for 
a nursery at the hospital. 


From 1905 to 1911 the main 


project of the club was a chapel 
and vault for the cemetery. Funif : 
were raised and .the, contract was 
let for 
$1,600. 
The 
completed 


structure was turned over to the . 
city as a memorial to the Dixon 
Woman's Club. 


Purchase Books 


Shortly afterward 
a 
sewing 


machine was presented to North 
Dixon 
school domestic science 


class and a set of books, 
"The 


Woman's Citizens Library," waa 
purchased by the club and plac* > 
in the public library. 


The club celebrated its 25th 


birthday with a banquet. 


All through its history the wel- 


fare of the community has been 
foremost, especially the welfare 
of the young people. During the 
1920s a junior membership in the 
Civic Music association was pre- 
sented, there was a 
Christmaa 


party for children, and Interest 
was expressed in a baby clinlc,j \ 
crippled children's clinic and in 
examination of pre-school children. 
There were donations to the com- 
munity nurse fund, a painting waa 
presented to the new high school, 
books were presented to grade 
schools and the hospital, there w«j 
a cooking school for two session* 
and seven red oaks were purchased 
for Lincoln Statue park. 


Continues In 1930* 


In the 1930s such communij^ 


.(Continued on page ifc, Sec. Of 
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Pictured above is Bill Slothower, manager and proprietor of the store. Marvin Callow, sheet metal worker 
and furance man and Reuben Levan, salesman. A complete.stock of hardware, kitchen ware and tools 
cure carried in this modem well lighted hardware store. 


On October 1st. 1915, the Slothower Hardware Store moved into this modern store at 
113 Hennepin avenue, across the street from their old location. A good selection of 
kitchen and housewares on display in the well lighted display windows. 


_ . «!»*•»-- 
i 
SLOTHOWER HARDWARE 


Progressing With Dixon 


FOR OVER 48 YEARS 


** 
• 
' 


We proudly celebrate forty-eight years in the hardware business, sHeet metal work and furnace 
installation and repairing. The fact that we have been located on Hennepin Avenue for the entire 
lime is a record unequalled by many Illinois firms. We are proud of this record and wish to sincerely 
thank the hundreds of Dixon families who have helped make bur business such a success. The hun- 
dreds of furnace installations we have made in Dixon during the past forty-eight years is indicative 
of the fact that we have made it our policy to render fair dealings and quality merchandise at all 
times and at this time we would like to take the opportunity of renewing our pledge to continue this 
same policy. 


19)81' 


>..•' 
:* u 
t-i, 
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» n' 
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The late RUFUS J. SLOTHOWER is shown standing in the doorway of 
the first Slothower Tin Shop located at 114 Hennepin Avenue. The 
above picture was taken on their'opening day, March 7th, 1903. Twelve 
years later the business moved across the street into its present location. 


WILLIAM V. SLOTHOWER, present owner, 


who with his father, helped establish the 


Slothower Tin Shop and Hardware Store, Bill 


learned the sheet metal trade under hi* father 


and helped make the majority of the early 


furnace Installations. Alter moving to their 


new location across the street at 113 Hennepin 


Avenue a crew of skilled sheet metal worker* 


and furnace men were added to the staff and 


BUI Slothower took over active management 


of the business, and is atlll In the tame old 
location greeting his old and many well satis- 


fied customers. 


Pictured above Ls the interior of our old store at 114 Hennepin Avenue. 
Reading from left to right are Edward S. Slothower (now of Rockford, 
Illinois), Wnj. V. Slothower, Edward Nicklaus and Rufus 3. Slothower, 
one of the co-founders of the company. 


SLOTHOWER HARDWARE 


SHEET METAL 
— ' 
FURNACE REPAIRING 


113 HENNEPIN AVENUE 
WM. V. SLOTHOWER, Prop. 
DIAL 4-9401 
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1898 . . . Dixon Men Answer Call to Wat 


12 Women of Dixon Form 
DAR Chapter Here in '98 


On May 13,1898, twelve Dixon women under the lead 


ership of Mrs. Dorothy N. Law met at her home to organize 
an "auxiliary society" of the National Society of The Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, to be known as the Dixon 
Chapter. The constitution was drawn up, Mrs. Law elected 
Regent and the business of the society resumed the follow- 
ing, November. 


Delegates have usually attended 


meetings of the Illinois State Con- 
ference and Continental Congress 
since the early days of the chapter. 
Mrs. Law attended Continental 
Congress in Washington, D. C. »fi 
a delegate in 1900. 


For the first few years, besides 


Indicating an interest in national 
and state projects, chapter mem- 
bers prepared programs of -his- 
torical and cultural matters. One 
of the prize-winners of the first 
essay contest offered by the chap- 
ter was Louella Oettinger Par- 
sons, famed Hollywood columnist. 
In 1935 The Good Citizenship work 
was adopted among high school 
girls and to date 60 girls have been 
sponsored. 


Marker Is Erected 


In 1901 the site of John Dixon's 


log cabin on what is now Peoria 
avenue was marked with a bronze 
tablet. . The erection of a marker 
for the site of the LaSalller cabin, 
the first trading 
post between 


Fort Dearborn and the Mississippi 
'demanded time and thought. Frank 
Stevens gave the dedicatory ad- 
dress June 26, 1937. 
Discussion 


at Mrs. Law's suggestion began in 
1915 toward marking the 
spot 


where the Old Block House stood, 
and where Lincoln rendered his 
first military service to the coun- 
try. Eventually the lot was bought 
sind it required much activity on 
the part of the chapter to finance 
the purchase.' Later the state of 
Illinois. Interested in the project 
by Dixon citizens, took over the 
property and marked more ac- 
curately the spot where Fort 
Dixon had stood with a statue of 
Lincoln by Leonard Crunelle. 


Flag Day was observed in 1902 


for the first time, and the' first 
visit of a State Regent, Mrs. Deere, 
the daughter-in-law of John Deere, 
was made. 
Since then Dixon 


Chapter has entertained almost 
every State Regent and many 
other state officers. 


First Real Daughter 


The first Real Daughter, Mrs. 


Delilah Cuddlngton, was received 
Into membership in 1902. Mrs. 
Cuddington died October 4, 1907 
at the age of 90 years and her 


grave is marked with a Real 
Daughter's marker. 
Mrs. Eliza- 


beth S. Eckert the second Real 
Daughter became a member in 
1919. 
Her grave is also marked 


with a Real Daughter's tablet. 
Miss Rosalie Eckert, a real Grand- 
daughter, retained her membership 
until her death in 1947. 


Whenever called upon the Dix- 


on Chapter has donated generously 
to the National Society's buildings, 
Continental and Constitution Halls 
in Washington, and to the fund for 
portraits of Mrs. Adlai Stephen- 
ion and her sister, Mrs. Mathew 
T. Scott, who were Presidents 
General of the National Society. 


During the two World Wars 


many contributions in time and 
money were made to the American 
fled Cross as well as to other war 
relief agencies. 
Three members 


Frances Helen Hayes, Jean Mur- 
ray and .Evelyn street, were ac- 
tively in service Of our country. 


Dixon Chapter has 105 members, 


;wenty of whom have served as 
Regent. 
Three have* held state 


offices, Miss Anna Woodbridge, 
secretary; Mrs. George Strickler, 
librarian and Mrs. H. C. Warner, 
historian. 


HJckok Society 


In 1944 the Hickok Society, 


Children of The American Revolu- 
tion, was organized by Mrs. E. A. 
Clevidence with 24 charter mem- 
bers. The society now has 31 
members. Frederic Johnston, Lee 
Pana, Richard and Jean Johnston 
have all held state offices 
and 


Hickok Society has twice enter- 
tained the state conference. 


The 1950-51 officers of Dixon 


Chapter N.S.D.A.R. are: 


Regent, Mrs. H. C. Warner; 


vice regent, Mrs. A. F. Moore; 
chaplain, Mrs. W. T. Greig; re- 
cording secretary, 
Mrs. 
M. C. 


Pires; 
corresponding secretary, 


Mrs. E. A. Clevidence; treasurer, 
Mrs. Howard Byers; registrar, 
Miss Lois Coppins; f historian-li- 
brarian, 
Mrs. Richard Schell; 


directors, Mrs. S. R. Heindell, Miss 
Loala Quick,'Miss Dorothy Ar- 
mington. 


The officers of The Hickok 


Company G, 6th Regiment 


Society are: 


Senior president, Miss Nancy 


Horton; senior vice-president, Miss 
Clara Armington; junior president, 
Lee Pana; vice president, Mary 
Undquist; 
chaplain and 
color 


bearer, Don Reeder; secretary, 
Julia Horton; treasurer, Jeanne 
Johnston; registrar, Linda Lou 
Trautwein; 
historian, 
Priscilla 


Carpenter. 


TROUBLES O* A PUBLISHER 


(Evening Telegraph, July 6, 


1898)—When we found that no 
Chicago papers would be furnished 
Dixon on Monday we made a rush 
to issue an extra Evening Tele- 
graph, and succeeded admirably, 
but unfortunately only about a 
fourth of our carrier boys could 
be found and most of these refused 
to deliver the paper or that day. 


"NERVY" TRAMP 


On July 21, 1898, The Telegraph 


reported, a "nervy" tramp stole a 
lap robe from the C. J. Rosbrook 
store, walked out with it and re- 
turned and sold it to C. J. Ros- 
brook. 


BUYS FARGO FACTORY 


The Telegraph reported that on 


July 21, 1898. the Fargo Shoe 
factory was bought by F. A. Wat- 
son, superintendent of the C. M. 
Henderson factories. 


CHAIN LETTERS 


(Evening Telegraph, July 
20. 


1898) — Several of our Dixon ladies 
have received letters asking them 
to send 10 cents> to Miss Natalie 
Schenck, Babylon, L. I., then to 
make four copies of the letter and 
send to their friends with a request 
for them to do likewise. 


LAND IN CUBA 


(Evening Telegraph, July 
12, 


1898)—Our Dixon boys of Co. G 
with the Sixth Regiment landed 
in Cuba yesterday. 


• FIREMEN ARE PAID 


The Telegraph reported on Oct. 


12, 1898, that the city council vot- 
ed for a paid fire department of 
Fire Marshal A. J. Graff at $50 per 
month and two firemen at $40 
monthly. 


BORDEN'S 


» 


A Long Time Dixon Industry 


The Borden evaporated milk plant at Dixon 
is one of the city's oldest industries. It is also 
the oldest condensery in the industry which is 
still in operation. Since 1888 this plant has 
been buying milk from farmers in the vicinity 
of Dixon. Originally started as the Anglo- 
Swiss Company by a group of men from 
Switzerland, it was the first manufacturer of 
evaporated milk in this region. It has been 
under Borden ownership and management, 
since 1902—nearly fifty years. 


» 


Borden is proud of its long time association 
with Dixon and is happy to have had a part 
in the growth of the community. Borden, over 
all these years, has furnished employment to 
Dixon residents; bought milk from Dixon area 
farmers; paid taxes for Dixon's upkeep and 
• has been one of the important industries in 
the community. 


THE BORDEN COMPANY 


M A N U F A C T U R E D - P R O D U C T S D I V I S I O N 


Kable Printing Company 
Started by Twin Brothers 


One of the 
northern 
Illinois 


'irms doing busines on an inter- 
national scale is Kable Printing 
Company of Mount Morris. 
The 


story of its growth from a two- 
room establishment over a grocery 
store to its present size of 223,296 
square feet of floor space began in 
1899. 


A year earlier, in 1898, one of 


the students at Mount Morris 
College was Harvey J. Kable. His 
.win brother, Harry, was a printer 
,n the shop of the Mount Morris 
News. 


The boys had been born 18 years 


Defore at Lanark, 111., and when 
they were two years old, the family 
moved to Mount Morris. 


For $800, the young;men bought 


the equipment of the Mount Mor- 
ris Index. They were obliged to 
borrow $500 from a local citizen 
and gave a note on the balance. 


New Equipment Added 


When the 
Brethren 
concern 


vacated /Its building to move to 
Elgin in 1899, the brothers moved 
their printing equipment from the 
two upstairs rooms over a corner 
grocery store to the Brethren 
building. 
Some 


was added, and 


new equipment 
Kable Brothers 


Company began to grow. 
(The 


name of the company was changed 
ast year, 1950, to Kable Printing 
Company.) 


Assisting the two brothers from 


Lhe beginning was their sister 
Allle, who soon learned to become 
a "practical" printer. 


Gross business in the first year 


amounted to $900. It increased 
$600 above the previous year in 
1900 and the following year the 
gross increase was $700. In that 
year, 1901, the 
Kable 
brothers 


were joined by A. H. Rittenhouse, 
owner of the Mount'Morris News. 


In 1902, the gross reached $2,857 


and climbed to $4,794 in the next 
fiscal year. 


Incorporated For $15,000 


In 1904, the 
Kable 
brothers 


called a meeting of representative 
business men, showed them the 
contracts calling for a 100 per cent 
increase in business, ad sold them 


idea of incorporating for 
on 
i 


$15, 


That same year, the Mystic 


Workers of the World organized 
at Fulton, HI., and they were seek- 
ing the services of a 
printing 


company. The Kables bid for their 
work and received the contract 
for 40,000 eight-page papers a 
month which represented a big 


printers borrowed 
money and 


bought a bigger gasoline engine 
and a new press. 


Beginning 
with The 
Mystic 


Worker, other fraternal organiza- 
tions brought business to Kable 
Brothers > Company. The volume 
continued to increase until the 
stock market crash in 1929. Dur- 
ing the depression many periodi- 
cals failed but among the 200 
survivors was the first magazine 
which is still published in Mount 
Morris" and now known as Fidelity 
Topics. 


Business, other than magazine 


printing, added volume with the 
gross figure reaching $13.707 in 
1906. 
In that year the building 


west of Kable Inn was erected. By 
then the business volume was up 
to $60,797 and more room was 
needed. 


Building Near Depot 


Because the railroad depot had 


been built at the north end of 
town, and the uphill grade to the 
top elevation would have been too 
rugged for a spur, a new building 
was erected near the depot. The 
entire floor area of that structure 
was just a few square feet larger 
than the present editorial depart- 
ment. 


In 1919, with gross business up 


to $350,000, the working area was 
increased by 50 per cent. Every 
five years or so thereafter, addi- 
tions were made until by 1936 the 
floor 
space was increased 
to 


150,000. The gross business was 
nearly $3,000,000 
by that date. 


With the space thus added, Kable 
Brothers installed a rotogravure 
setup to supplement the extensive 
letterpress facilities. 


Depression Years 


In 1931, Harvey J. Kable died. 


In the depression years the com- 
pany managed to keep business 
rolling although dividends to stock- 
holders fell off. In many cases, 
jobs had to be, taken on a trade- 
dollar-for-dollar basis with the 
result that Mount Morris and 
Hershey, Perm, were nationally 
known for having felt the depres- 
sion least of all among the cities 
and towns where substantial per- 
capita payrolls prevailed. 


Except for those depression 


years, Kable Brothers Company 
has enjoyed a continuous growth. 
During 1946 and 1947 the latest 
additions were completed. 


In 1950, the amount set aside 


for federal income tax provision! 


undertaking at that time. The and vacation pay was 630 times at 


Company of 100 Serves 
In Cuba and Puerto Rico 


When, in April, 1898, Spain declared war on the United 


States, the patriotic enthusiasm that swept the nation had its 
effect on the men of Dixon. 


A company of 100 men left here on the morning of April 


26, 1898, for a rendezvous at Springfield. About .half the 
number were members of Company G, of the 6th Regiment 
of the Illinois National Guard. 


Commanders of the outfit were Capt. Philip McGrath of 


Woosung and Maj. W. C. Baldwin of Dixon. 
- Martial spirit ran high up to 


•€> 


the hour of their departure. 
A 


farewell demonstration was held 
in front of the Nachusa House at 
which Mayor Truman presided and 
stirring adresses were made by 
leading Dixon citizens. 


Great Huzzas 


•En route to the state capital, a 


Sterling company joined the Dixon 
outfit here and it is reported that 
the night before their departure 
the whole city turnei out to en- 
tertain them. 
A supper 
was 


served at the Armory by the 
Woman's Relief Corps and about 
midnight the troops were escorted 
to the Illinois Central railroad de- 
pot by the Grand Army Post and 
civic societies. There were great 
huzzas from the crowd and the 
city band played inspiring and 
martial music. 


During the 
war 
the troops 


served in the campaigns in Puerto 
Rico and Cuba, and in the fall of 
the same year they returned *o 
Springfield and were mustered out 
.f service Nov. 25, 1898 and re- 
turned to their homes. 


It is reported that "it was a 


bright day and it seemed .as' if 
the whole town was out to greet 
them on their march to the ar- 
mory on Second 'street, where a 
royal dinner, furnished 
by 
the 


citizens and served by Mr. Young 
of the Nachusa House, awaited 
them." 


In the evening a band concert 


was held in Court House park and 
a reception and dance later at 
Rosbrook's' hall. 
The reception 


was the occasion of great joy and 
celebration. 


Officers of Company 


The officers of the company on 


the return to Dixon were: 


Philip McGrath, captain; C. E. 


Frisby, first 
lieutenant; 
H. B. 


Trowbridge, second lieutenant; S. 
Frisby, M. J. Doctor. H. T. Roher- 
beck. C. H. Nye and Sam Gushing,1 
sergeants. 
Corporals and other 


subordinate oficers and privates 
numbered 72. 


Maj. Baldwin contracted a dis- 


ease from which he died in a hos- 
pital before reaching home. He 
was buried in Oakwood cemetery 
a few weeks later with honors 
becoming his rank and service. 
* * * 


G.A.R. ORGANIZATION 


FORMED 


In December. 1898, a few com- 


rades of the Spanish-American 
War held a meeting at the Armory 
in Dixon and perfected a tempor- 
ary organization with Charles E. 
Frisby as commander. The organ- 
ization applied for a charter and 
the camp was named "William B. 
Balwin" in memory 
of 
Major 


Baldwin who died on his way 
home from Puerto Rico. 


A charter was granted on Dec. 


16 of the same year and 21 veter- 
ans who were members included: 


Phillip 
McGrath, Charles E. 


Frisby, Joseph P. Reilly, John S. 
Dornblaser, Harry Holt, 
Moody 


Hinds, Matthew J. Doctor, Joseph 
Miller, Henry Hess, Charles Bott, 
Marvey Miller, Albert J. Coleman, 
Edward M. May, Samuel W. Cush. 
ing, Louis A. Clark. Charles A. 
Robbins, Lennie R. Ling, Samuel g^ 
Woolford, George F. Bymaster, v 
Eric M. Weed 'and Paul Eichen- 
berg. 


New Charter 


The first charter was surren- 


dered as of April 18, 1904,' and a 
new one issued to conform to the 
union of all national organizations. 


William E. Baldwin Camp 'No. 


23, Department of Illinois, United 
Spanish War Veterans' has func- 
tioned Continuously since Decem- f 
her 16, 1898. The present mem- 
bership, with an average age of 
74^2 years, Includes 18 veterans 
in Ogle, Bureau and Lee counties. 
They are: 


t James Ballou, Charles Bott, 
John Cristance, Matthew Doctor, 
David Helmick. Harry Holt, Ed- 
ward -May, Oliver McGinnls and 
A. N. Richardson (all of Dixon); 
Frank Drew (of Eldena); Clifford 
Hopps and Joseph Showalter (of r\ 
LaMoille); John Morton (of Mai- 
den); James May (of Amboy); 
Alvin Lawson and Kendrick Leek- 
ley (of Mt. Morris); C. C. Prince 
and Clarence Nelson (of Princtpn). 


The present officers are: 
• 


David Hclm-ick Commander; Oli- 


ver McGinnis, Senior Commander; 
Alvin Lawson, Junior 
Comman- 


der; Edward May, Officer of the 
Day (a position he has held < for 
41 years); Harry Holt, Adjutant; |\ 
and Charles Bott, Quartermaster. ^ 
* * • 


WILLIAM E. BALDWIN 


AUXILIARY 
t 


The William E. Baldwin Auxil- 


iary, No. 23, was organized In 
1915 with its charter signed on 
May 29 of that year. 


The present officers include; 
Helen Miller, President; Maytha 


Nurnberg, Senior; Irma Miller, 
Junior; Florence Cole, Secretary; { | 
Kathleen Goodwin, Treasurer. 
. There are 34 members of the 
auxiliary at the present time, and 
like members of 
the 
Baldwin 


Camp, meetings are now held each 
month in thS homes of member* 
* * * 


"FUN" ORGANIZATIONS 


The Cascabel Lair. No. 7, Prov- 


ince of Illinois, Military Order of 
the Serpent, was organized as a 
five-city social group consisting ^-, 
of veterans from Dixon, Rockford, 
Sterling, Frceport and Rochelle. 
Although the organization's peak 
membership was 390, there are 
now less than 30 remaining. Dave 
Helmick of Dixon is the present 
Grandissimo. 


Another organization of a simi- 


lar nature and also composed of 
veterans from the five cities U 
the Military Order of Lizards. 


much as the entire gross business 
of the company's first year. Gross 
sales were $11,219,762.31. Total 
wages paid to 1,192 employees 
amounted to $5,318,431.54. 
For 


each working employee, an invest- 
ment of X3.865.77 ui equipment 
was required, and this figure does 
not include expenditures for sup- 
plies not charged directly to a 
specific article manufactured 
there. 


The firm does both letterpress 


and rotogravure printing. Among 
more than 180 periodicals of regu- 
lar issue are such magazines as 
American Fruit Grower, Better 
Farming Magazine, Better Farm- 
ing Methods, Butcher Workman, 
Chrysler Events, 
Color, Eagle, 


Family Circle, Feed Facts, Loco- 
motive Engineers Journal, Good- 
year Men, Moose. Nash Airflyte, 
Nation's Agriculture, Poultry Tri- 
bune, Sports Afield and Western 
Family. 


Officers of Company 


Officers of the 
company ar« 


Harry G. Kable, president; Robert 
R. Kable, first vice-president; For- 
rest T. Kable, 
Harold E>. Rose, 


vice-president; 
vice-president; 


Harold R. Long, secretary-treas- 
urer; Russell C. Bold, assistant 
secretary. 
v' 


Directors 
are 
John 
Slezak, 


chairman; John W. Cavanaugh, 
Forrest T. Kable, Harry G. Kable, 
Robert R. Kable, Harold D. Ross, 
Glenn O.« Sensiba and James • W. 
Watt. . 


NORMAN-WILLETS CO 


» 


316 W. Washington St., Chicago 6, III. 


1919 - 1951 


/ 


First source for 32 years for qual- 
ity photo equipment and essen- 
tials representative of the entire 
graphic arts and commercial 


photographic industries. 


Headquarters For Every Known Photographic Need 
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TELEPHONE 


3-1381 CHAPEL HILL 


TELEPHONE 


3-1381 


GROWING BY SERVING MORE FAMILIES MORE WAYS 


"Private Parking for Over 100 Cars" 
CHAPEL HILL FUNERAL HOME 
of Traffic-Away 
from Business" 


A New Funeral Home With a New Courage to Serve in an Entirely New and Modern Way! 


NOT HOW LONG 
BUT HOW WELL 


WE HAVE SERVED THIS COMMUNITY 


> 


WE CAN SERVE TODAY AND TOMORROW 


™«e«MM««^**«««WX^*^ 
* 
v 
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NEWSPAPER! 


1951 - A New Cemetery With New Ideals Of Service And Management 
Looking To The Future With Modern Endowment Plans At Chapel Hill 


The Complete Memorial Service - Under One Management 
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The three operating rooms are In use for dally scheduled surgery, also 'smergvncy 
surgery throughout the 24-hour day. Above (left to right) Mary Kowalewski It. N.; 
Shirley John, student; Martha Parlaplana, B. N., supervisor, and Verda Kughn, stu- 
dent, prepare for an operation. 


Student nurses have three months' service In the operating rooms during their course. 
Many hours are spent cleaning, wrapping and sterilizing Instrument* and equipment. 
Above, Shirley John and Verda Kughn are filling the autoclaves for sterilization. 


Many out-patients as well as hospital patients are served by the X-ray department. 
Above, Henry Van Dyke, Kenneth Love and Louis Carlson, X-ray technicians, are 
taking X-rays of an extremity. In 1947 X-ray therapy equipment was added to the 
facilities. Dr. S. L. Parks, Roentgenologlst, Is director of this department. 
/ 


Whole Mood Is available In the blooj! bank for hospital patients and\ emergencies. Bette 
Sandberg and Daancne Vacssen (Mrs.), laboratory technicians, maintain this service 
for use by the physicians. 


JUDGE SOLOMON H- BETHEA, 
original donor of the Dlxon Public 


Hospital. 


DIXON 
PUBLIC 


HOSPITAL 


1897 


%*^^". ^i.**** 


Srffciil-ET" 


At left above shows the original hospital opened 
center picture shows the Dixon Public Hospital as it is tod 


A Modern Institution1 


In the summer of 1895 Judge Solomon Hicks Bethea purchased and donated to the city of Dlxon tiie site 
of the present Dixon Public Hospital (Katharine Shaw Bethea)) in memory of bis wife Katharine Shaw 
Bethea. 
The first building, providing seventeen beds and providing facilities for medical, surgical and obstet- 
trical cases, was erected during 1896 and it began its service to the public January 5, 1897. In 1913 a 
third story and the south wing of the original building, giving the hospital 40-bed capacity, were made 
possible by the bequest of Miss Elizabeth Shaw, sister of the original donor. 
In 1926 an addition was built to the north, adding fifteen rooms, two solariums and X-ray laboratory, 
one of the solariums being dedicated to Theron Cummins, and the X-ray laboratory being made pos- 
sible through a bequest by L B. Countryman. 
The $130,000 west wing, built in 1941 is now in full occupancy. This most recent addition was largely 
made possible by the late Dr. S. D. Huston of Polo and through a bequest from the estate of the late 
Edward Blackman and other interested individuals. In the last few years the diagnostic X-ray equip- 
ment has been modernized and X-ray therapy has been added. The blood bank has served the com- 
munity one year. 
The first physicians in Dixon were Drs. Everett, Hunt, Winn, Steele, Paine and David Law, A great 
deal of credit is due these men for their influence with Judge Bethea for providing the community with 
the hospital. 
The members of the first medical staff of the hospital were Doctors E. S. Murphy, C. A. E. Lesage, C. 
Kost, W. R. Parker, G. Powell, C. Ives, H. Bokhof, E. A. Sickels, K. B. Segner, A. F. Moore and M. L. White. 
Of this staff two are still active—Dr. Moore and Dr. White. 
It was through the untiring efforts of this original staff plus other physicians who were subsequently 
added that in 1932 the hospital became fully approved by the American College of Surgeons.. Present 
staff members include doctors from Dixon. Polo, Amboy, Franklin Grove, Ashton and Sterling. 


Miss Conny Saarl and Joyce Draper, student nurses, shown watching over a blood 
transfoalon being administered to a patient. 


An off-duty scene In the living,room of the 
nurses' home shows students between 
classes. (Left to right) Margaret Mead, 
Amboy; Mary Bennett, Dlxon; AfoAnna 
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KATHERINE SHAW BETHEA In 
whose memory the Dlxon Public 


Hospital was established. 


Serving 


This Community 


for 


54 YEARS 


'from River Street, looking up over the embankment. At the 
light is Agnes F. Florence. Superintendent since 1936. 
1951 


School of Nursing 


The KatKerfne Show Beth'ea School of Nursing associated with the Dixon Public Hospital was incor- 
porated May 22, 1899. The school promptly received State Board accreditation and immediately began 
serving the community in educating nurses. 
The first nurse received her diploma in 1901. Since then 185 diplomas have been given to young 
women completing the course. 
The School of Nursing has been given a-high rating by the National Accrediting Association and there 
are 35 students enrolled at the present time. Once each year in September a class of beginning stu- 
dents is enrolled and receive an education in nursing equal to that of any diploma school in this state. 
Graduates from a diploma school (3-year course) are eligible to take State Board examinations and re- 
ceive the Registered Nurse Certificate. 
"The 3-year course includes affiliations in psychiatric and pediatric nursing. 
The school is inspected annually by a representative from the State Board of Registration and Educa- 
tion. The recommendations of this Board are based on the findings in the teaching facilities, equip- 
ment, living facilities, qualifications of faculty, supervisors and administrative personnel. It is by 
continued maintenance of high standards and the recommendations of this Board that a School of 
Nursing continues to function. 
It is the aim of the Katherine Shaw Bethea School of Nursing to educate young women with an aptitude 
for nursing and provide this community with nursing service of high quality. 
The facilities for instruction and nursing practice include the classrooms and laboratories of the nursing school, the 
he ffiliated ublic ealth nursin orgaations 
e ac 
rtbof 
D i T l i c Hospital, ami ome field experience with the affiliated public ^ealth nursing 


such as the County Tuberculosis Clinic, the Illinois Division of Service for Crippled Children, and the Lee County 
Public Health Department. 


The library, located in the nurses' residence, contains more than 550 volumes of reference ^i9 P"J»toJng *° 
nnrsrng; medicine, psychology, economics, sociology, and other allied subjects and ateo includes Professional magazmes, 
fictionTand current periodicals. Books are obtained through the extension department of the Dixon Public Librarj. 


Landheer, Sterling; Ruth Salzman, Shef- 
field: Donna Velth, Prophetatown; Delore* 
Reltz, Athton; Joyce Draper, Sheffield, and 
Both Countryman, PropheUtown. 


Many mothers before leaving; the hospital appreciate the demonstration of a baby bath. 
Mrs. Betty Fish, R. N., head nurse, and Ruth Countryman, student, give the above 
demonstration. 


Student nurses receive many hours of formal classroom Instruction throughout their 
throe years. Joan Hill, Dlxon and JoAnne Landlieer, Sterling, are pictured here with 
Miss Mary Ellen Langan, science instructor In an anatomy and physiology clas». The 
skeleton b* only one of the various visual aids In use In the School of Nursing-. 


therapy l» admlntaterd to patients when necessary by mean* of plastic 


or 
» AbTve Mw. Shirley WlnVer, R. N., helps students Margaret Mead and Mary 


Bennett make a patient comfortable In the tent 


Above in the library of the School of Nursing (left to right) are £* *£**»*>. 
~ 
r Birch, Joanne Miller, Donna Velth, Roth Salzrnann, '^"£??*°2m booka 
Dorothy Davis, Patricia Forqaer, and Maty Bellows. Available are 550 boom 


Student mine* have «-8 week, service In the «et Kitchen MrvlnK*ped*l diet*. For 
this experience they are prepared by classes in nutrition and diet therapy. 


, 
eomprlriag professional, 


* 
4n*w~»-—«-~ —— "- 
and current mafazlnet. 
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1899...RFD Postal Service Starts Here 


Auditorium in Assembly Park 


Built in 1899 in Assembly park at a cost of $7,000, As- 
sembly Auditorium was 160 feet in diameter and seated 
5,000. In the mammoth auditorium, which had no sup- 
ports or posts on the inside to obstruct the view, per- 
formed such personalities as Singers Galli-Curci and 
Madam Schumann-Heink, Evangelists Billy Sunday and 
Sam Jones and Orators Robert M. LaFollette and Wil- 


liam Jennings Bryan. 


Assembly Pork Auditorium 
Built in 1899 for $7,000 


For 40 years, a building built 


in 1899 along the banks of Rock 
river in what was known then as 
Lloyd's Park, was the spiritual, 
educational and recreational, cen- 
ter not only for the people of 
Dixon but a large part of northern 
Illinois. 


Built in 1899 as the Lutheran 


Gospel Tabernacle, this wooden 
building with a seating capacity 
of 6,000 persons, became a great 
center of culture and learning. It 
ranked second only to Chautauqua, 
N. Y. in fame and prosperity. 


It was described as "the finest 


and largest building of its kind 
erected at any Assembly . . . an 
auditorium 160 feet in diameter 
without a post or support of any 
kind, with a clear, open view of 
the platform 
and 
comfortable 


seating for 5,000 people, including 
a platform BO large that seven or 
tight hundred people could be com- 
fortably seated upon it" 


Nation's Great Artists Here 
At one time its wooden rafters 


tchoed with the eongg of Galll- 
Curcl and Madam 
Schumann- 


Heink and with the voices of such 
evangelists as Billy Sunday and 
Sam Jones and the oratory of 
Robert M. LaFollette and William 
Jennings Bryan. 


The site for Assembly Park was 


celected in 1888. 
It consisted of 


34.15 acres and cost $5,531.21. In 
1890 a meeting was held on the 
site in a tent, and funds having 
been subscribed for the erection 
of permanent buildings, the land 
was paid for and buildings erected. 
A three-story hotel, 110x70 feet 
was erected, a tabernacle 110x75 
feet, offices, horse sheds, bath 
houses, boat landings and other 
improvements supplied. 


The great circular auditorium 


was erected nine years later at a 
cost of $7,000. It was the first 
building of- its' kind ever built 
in America and was designed by 
the late Morrison H. Vail. 


Among the well-known persons 


from this area who served on the 
board of directors of the Assembly 
during its glory were A. E. Thum- 
mel, president; Theodore Trouth, 
vice president; H. M. Rasch, secre- 
tary; W. E. Trein, treasurer; A. A. 
Krape, C. E. Derr, A. L. Geisen- 
heimer, George W. Bruner and 
F. D. Altman. 


Sold In 1939 


In 1939 the great auditorium and 


its ' programs gave way to the 
progress in entertainment made by 
the radio, movies and the auto- 
mobile. In that year the place 
was sold. From April 25, 1939, to 
November 23, 1949, when the audi- 


New Dances 


In mid-summer, 1899, The Eve 


ning Telegraph reported that sev 
eral new dancea would be practice< 
next season by those who enjoyec 
tripping the light fantastic. 


The minuet and gavotte were 


giving way in the changes to the 
dance called the Balmoral schot- 
tische, described as Scotch in char- 
acter. Another was "The Albany,' 
which was a combination of the 
waltz, the polka, and the around- 
the-barn dance. 


In spite of these ''new fangled" 


inventions, the cake walk remained 
popular with the citizens of Dixon, 
along with the waltz and the lively 
two-step. 
Palmist Delights 
Dixon Citizens 


Palmistry was becoming quite 


a fad in Dixon at the close of the 
Ninteenth Century and books on 
the subject were said to be having 
"quite a run." 


The subtle pleasures of looking 


into the futur» were not denied 
the Dixon ladies when Madame 
DeLabrette, alias Mrs. Patterson, 
nee Miss Wilbur, came to town. 


Madame DeLabrette according 


to a Telegraph story in Jan. 6. 
1899, "sent many of our citizens 
out of her rooms at the Keystone 
happy with anticipation of early 
fortunes, happy marriages and ex- 
pended travels, easy divorces and 
renewals of first loves.' All this 
was done, the editor says "by her 
marvelous 
handy 
handling of 


hands." 


Telegraph Worker 
Turns to Acting 


Following an appearance of the 


Stock company in Sterling 


n late October, 1899, the Gazette 
reported the news of the dramatic 
offering 
with tribute to Fred 


Clarke, former Dixon Telegraph 
employe, who had joined the the- 
atrical profession in about 1879. 


His first dramatic offering was 


—like so many others—as a spear- 
lolder in the California theater in 
San Francisco. Later he found his 
way into comedy and by 1899 he 
had appeared in important roles in 
such successes as "Old Home- 
stead" and "Country circus." 


torium was completely destroyed 
by fire, it was known as the 
'Dome" and operated as a skating 
rink by Edward Holbrook. 


Business (?) Opportunity in 1899 


Don't let a good 
opportunity pass 


to tecure » fine robe or blanket. 
t have the tioett line of 


Robes and 
tlorse Blankets 


Ererfhown in Dljcon. 
Not tolled 


»od moth- »tbn job lots; but nice, 
new good^. ju»t from the loom*. 


I GUARANTEE. PRICE 


Md quality »K»!DSI all competitors. 


H. U, BARDWELL, < 
l 


Dixon Salutes Gibson Girl 
[n Home-Talent Pageantry 


1899 was the time for 
the 


'amous Gibson Girl—an American 
>eauty type which was the inspira- 
ion of artists and fashion experts. 


Dixon's respect to the Gibson 


Girl was reflected in the tableaux 
>f the year and The Evening Tele- 
graph reported on Jan. 19, 1899, a 
iuccessful stage event presented 
>y the young people of the Catholic 
hurch. 
"The opera house was packed to 


he walls in parquet and gallery 
ast evening by people who wished 
o see the Gibson pictures as 
depicted by the young people of. 
he Catholic church; even the 
aisles between the seats 
were 


illed. 


"Miss Chamberlain, artist, and 


Vliss 
Mary 
Erwin, 
manager, 


hould feel highly flattered by the 
esult. 


"The first picture, "The Gibson 


Girl' by Miss Jennie Cahill was 
•cry pretty. Because of noise in 
the audience the title of several 
lictures as given out was lost 
and we did not learn the names of 
he participants. 
" 'In the Garden with Ruth' by 


rliss Allie 
Smith 
and 
Henry 


Murphy, with children for flowers, 
vas graceful. 


"Lucky Rich" 
" 'Lucky Rich' was depicted by 
r. and Mrs. Fred R. Hanlon at 


a richly spread dinner table sur- 
ounded with servants. 
"Chris Kelley and Miss Hen- 


nessy did The Proposal' splendidly. 


" The Only 
Pebble 
on the 


Forty-Seven 


Years of 
Progress 


Since 1904 when this business was first opened as D. B. 
Raymond and Son, its more than forty-seven years of 
service has brought it close to the lives of many hun- 
dreds of people throughout this section. At the begin- 
ning of J946, O. B. Gerlach acquired the business and 
since then has been making many new additions. 
Today O. B. Gerlach and Sons means the place to find 
the best in COAL - FUEL OIL - STOKERS and OIL 
BURNERS. 


SAHARA COAL 
GULF FUEL OIL 
IRON FIREMAN 


STOKERS and OIL BURNERS 


> E. Gerlach 


& SONS 


719 Brinton Ave. 
Dial 4-0191 
Dixon 
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Beach', Edward Vaile surrounded 
by pretty girls in graceful pos- 
tures, was one of the best of the 
evening. 


'"The Night Before Her Wed- 


ding' showed a handsomely spread 
table surrounded by young ladies 
drinking a toast to one who sat. 
" "The Dance to Be Remem- 


bered'. E. F. 
Cahill and 
Miss 


Jennie Donelly. 
" 'A Matter of Business' showed 


Chris Kelley, a choosing bachelor, 
surrounded 
by 
eligible 
young 


ladies. 


Home-Like Picture 


"The two little children who 


made the home-like picture were 
Master Howard Kahler and little 
Miss Anna Henncssy. 


" 'Only a Regular' by Miss Mollie 


Mclntirc and John Duffy brought 
forth applause. 
" 'Hint to Fathers' by Miss Teal, 


George Shields and E. F. Cahill 
was true to life. 


"A pretty picture was 'Palmis- 


try' by Miss Jennie Cahill and 
George Erwin. 
" 'American Body-guard' was 


the last. A bevy of ladies sur- 
rounded by.a fine array of manly 
men." 
Doily Menus Are 
Added to Paper 


On Feb. 28, 1899, The Telegraph 


reported that "always on the look- 
out for that which shall be help- 
ful to its readers" each evening a 
daily menu for the following day 
with a recipe would begin on 
March 1. 


On March 3rd—Dixon house- 


wives were preparing fried cauli- 
flower, if they were observing The 
Telegraph's dally suggestions. 


As an example of what was 


tempting the palates ot people at 
.he close of the century, the recipe 
"or the fried cauliflower is re- 
printed here: 


'Soak cauliflower, head down- 


ward, in cold salted water, then 
cook until tender in boiling salted 
water; separata flowerets, sprin- 
kle with paprika and lemon juice 
and let stand several hours. Dry 
the flowerets on a cloth, roll each 
piece in beaten egg, then in bread 
crumbs, and repeat this process 
until all parts are well covered. 
Fry in deep fat smoking hot, and 
drain on soft paper. Serve on a 
folded napkin Pass with them to- 
mato sauce." 


REYNOLDS WIRE PROSPERS 
On August 8, 1899, The Evening 


Evening Telegraph reported that 
the "Reynolds Wire company dou- 
bles its capacity" and that it could 
not fill its orders. Proposed im- 
provements were made to keep 
pace with the company's prosper- 
ity. 


MANDOLIN CLTJB 


(The Evening Telegraph. Feb. 


11, 1899)—The Dixon Mandolin 
club furnished music for a dance 
at Jones' hall last night. Most of 
the attendants were college stu- 
dents. 


GUNZ-EICHLER WEDDING 
(The Evening Telegraph, July 


24, 1899)—At 5 o'clock tomorrow 
afternoon Adolph Eichler of this 
city will be married In Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, to Miss Emma Gunz. 


Practiced Joker 


On July 5, 1899, The Evening 


Telegraph carried a long detailed 
report of how a Spanish-American 
war veteran cleared all the saloons 
when he appeared at the door with 
an immense fire-cracker. 
There 


was a great rush to protect life 
and limb and the taste for beer 
was forgotten. In succession the 
ex-soldier went from one to the 
other Until there wasn't an imbib- 
er left. It turned out that the giant 
cracker was a dummy—a practi- 
cal joke not appreciated by the sa- 
loon keepers or their patrons. 
Ministers Form 
Group in 1899 


In June, 1951, the Dixon Min- 


isterial association will hold its 
52nd annual election of officers 
under its present constitution. 


The association is more than 


50 years old. According to rec- 
ords 
available the 
"Ministers 


Union of Dixon" was reorganized 
Feb. 14, 1899, at the Y. M. C. A. 
rooms. 


Officers elected at the meeting 


were: President, the Rev. T. F. 
Dornblazer; 
vice-president, 
the 


Rev. J. D. Leek; and secretary- 
treasurer, the Rev. J. G*. Fink- 
beiner. 


The officers were instructed to 


draw up a brief constitution and 
signers of the document were: 
John D. Leek, A. R. Bickenbach, 
S. H. Zendt, L. L. Everly (YMCA 
secretary), 
William C. Spencer, 


J. G. Finkbeiner, T. F. Dornblaz- 
er, J. Kuhn and T. H. Schmidt. 


New Names Added 


During the ensuing years, 


cause of changes in pastorates 


Fred Lawton of Lee County 
Receives Credit for Plan 


FRED A. LAWTON 


and the founding of new congre- 
gations, the Union (now the Dix- 
on Ministerial Association) added 
new names to its roster. 
Today 


membership includes the names 
of several pastors emeriti and 
14 ministers representing churches 
in Dixon and vicinity. 


Present officers are: president, 


the Rev. Clarence B. Fike; vice- 
sresident, the 
Rev. Elmer B. 


Fitch; 
and 
secretary-treasurer, 


the Rev. C. L. Wagner. 


Tentative plans have been made 


to re-organize the Dixon church 
jroup into the "Lee County Min- 
isterial 
Association," in which 


churches from 
throughout 
the 


Hospital Reports 
Good Business 


The 
Dixon 
Public 
hospital, 


opened on New Year's Day, 1897, 
was doing a capacity business by 
the early spring of 1899. 


On March 3, of that year The 


Telegraph reported: 


"The Dixon hospital grows more 


and more popular as time de- 
velops knowledge of its uses and 
necessity. 


"The corps of workers there now 


have their hands full as every 


be- room is occupied and the two sun 


parlors are being used as wards. 


county would 
resentatior.. 


be eligible for rep- 


is "Among nurses at work there 
now is Miss "Sherwood, the superin- 
tendent in charge. She is a 
graduate of St. Luke's hospital 
under the old Dr. .Byford, 
and 


though a graduate of 
the 
old 


school, had charge for 11 years of 
the Strcator hospital, which is of 
the new school. 


"She is assisted in her work here 


at 
present 
by Nurses Misses 


Mountz. Throop and Preston, and 
a pupil, Miss Florence Lawrence 
of Palmyra. 


"Vice-president ot the Hospital 


Board, Mrs. Thcron Cumins, is 
pleased with the satisfaction given, 
and physicians state that they are 
praising the working force at the 
hospital." 


Belle Told Others' Fortunes 
But Misses Sadly on Own 


"Gypsy Belle," Dixon's own for- 


tune-teller in 1899, advertised that 
she could foretell the future and 
read the past, but in September of 
that year, Belle must have been 
reading the backs of the cards con- 
cerning her own "travels In the fu- 
ture." 


On Sept. 25, 1899, The Evening 


Telegraph carried the following ac- 
count of Belle's mistake: 


"Gypsy Belle advertises that she 


is a fortune teller, and by the 
subtle agency of clairvoyance can 
tell you all about your past life, 
which you may not wish to have 
repeated, however, and as to your 
future, which she may predict in 
such a pleasing manner as to cause 
you no regrets for your invest- 
ments in that behalf. 


"She makes Dixon her headquar- 


ters but takes jaunts into the 
neighboring 
towns 
where 
she 


leads the people to believe that 
she can, after the manner of Glen- 
douer, 'Call spirits from the vasty 
deep" to aid her in her divina- 
tions. 


"She advertised at Lee Center 


that she would give them some 
valuable sybellin -talks, but some 
railroad agent sold her a ticket to 
Lee instead of Lee Center and 
therefore on the evening of the 
entertainment she landed at the 
former place over 20 miles away. 


Hall Is Filled 


"The hall was filled at Lee Cen- 


ter and ducats collected, we under- 
stand, but no sybil came and the 
audience was disappointed and the 
sorceress was at the same time 
in much trouble on the other side 
of Inlet swamp. 


"The conjurer could not conjure 


just what was the matter and for 
the nonce all her cunning as an 
enchantress was unavailing. 


"She can tell her patrons all 


about future events and present 
prospects but she could not tell 
the difference between Lee and 
Lee Center, for unkind fate willed 
it otherwise. 


"The horoscope of the necro- 


mancer must have slipped a cog 
and broke connections." 


City Public Schools Employ 
22 Teachers During 1899 


When the Dixon public schools 


reopened after the summer vaca- 
tion in 1899, there.were 22 persons 
employed as members of the facul- 
ty.They included: 
• 
< 


Superintendent of School s— 


Charles W. Groves. 


Supervisor of Music—George E. 


Krinbill. 
Supervisor of Drawing—Mary 


YOUR FRIEND in 
Every MONEY Need 


Our business was organized in 1935 to meet -your 
financial needs. We are always ready to extend a 
helping hand when you require cash. 
We have a plan to fit your problem. W.e'll show you 
a way to get rid of debt. We'll advance money to 
meet emergencies. Phone, write, or call 


COMMUNITY 


LOAN 


CORPORATION 


M Galen* Ave. 
WM 4-1051 


E. Chamberlain. 


Principal of high school—B. F. 


Bullard, history, literature, geome- 
try. 


William G. Turnbull—Latin, al- 


gebra. 


Margaret E. Atonal—science. 
Ella 
M. Loft us—German 
and 


English. 


Room No. 8—Grace E. Rhine- 


smith. 


Room No. 7—Margaret Thomp- 


son. 


Room No. 2—Linda Walgren. 
Room No. 1—Nan D. McGinnis. 
SECOND WARD BUILDING 
L. W. Miller, principal Room 


No. 8. 


•Room No. 7—Florence Mason. 
Room No. 6—Helene Henderson. 
Room No. 5—M. May Ruef. 
Room- No. 4—Mary Erwin. 
Room No. 3—Retta Slothower. 
Room No. 2—Amelia McCom- 


sey. 


Room No. 1—Bertna I. Todd. 


THIRD WARD SCHOOL 


Mrs. L. L. Woodworth, principal, 


Room No. 1. 


Room No. 2—Flora Crary. 
Room No. 3—Edna Carpenter. 


LOSES HIS SPECS 


(The Evening Telegraph, tfeb. 4, 


1899)—County Surveyor W. B. 
McMahon has lost his spectacles. 
They are of the rimless variety 
and were in a case. He is not an 
old man but he would like the 
glasses returned to him if they arc 
found. 


Fred A. Lawton, a farmer living 


in Palmyra township, is credited 
with the idea for rural free postal 
delivery in the United States. The 
system was established in Dixon 
on June 1, 1899. 


Mr. Lawton, who lived about 


five miles northwest of Dixon, 
was keenly interested in the estab- 
lishment of free delivery of maiL 
When he was in town, he watched 
with growing interest the carrier! 
going from store to store and 
from house to house delivering 
mail. It gave him an idea for a 
plan whereby mail could also be 
delivered into the farming areas. 


He thought about it almost clh- 


stantly; he talked about it; he 
dreamed about it. He talked to 
other farmers about it, but no one 
agreed that it could be done. 


Wrote to Congressmen 


Mr. Lawton began to carry his 


idea to town and sales meetings 
in Dixon but no one offered en- 
couragement. 
He 
then 
began 


writing about it to U. S. senators 
and representatives from IHi^s, 
asking them to propose it in aeill 
before congress. Each replied that 
the project was impossible. The 
Lee county man then began writ- 
ing to the Postmaster General and 
to other congressmen. 


Finally rural free delivery of 


mail was first officially suggested 
by Postmaster 
General 
Wana- 


maker in 1891. 


The first bill for it was intro- 


duced in congress Jan. 5, 1892^py 
James O'Donnell of Michigan, but 
it failed to pass. A bill proposed 
by Thomas E. Watson of Georgia, 
passed March 3, 1893, but sug- 
gested only $10,000 for experi- 
mental purposes. 
That amount 


was too small to be of any prac- 
tical use. 


Cleveland Was President 


Another bill for §20,000 passed, 


but that was also too small. In 
1896, under 
President 
Gr^er 


Cleveland, it grew to $30,000. Hon. 
William L. Wilson was then Post- 
master General and his home was 
in Charleston, W. Va. 


Under the further urging of Mr. 


Lawton, the Postmaster General 
decided to give rural free delivery 
a trial and put it into effect at 
his home town on October l, 
1896. It worked out so success- 
fully, that Mr. Lawton 
further 


urged the Postal Dcpartmcntjjf.o 
establish a route out of Dixon 
and he mapped out a proposed 
route of about 20 miles in length 
covering Palmyra township. 


J. Harry Wiliams of Palmyra 


township was appointed as the 
first rural free delivery carrier out 
I of Dixon and made his first trip 
'on June 1. 1899. 


B. F. Shaw Was Postmaster 
B. F. Shaw, owner and publisher 


of The Dixon Evening Tclegratfi, ' 
was postmaster at the time of "• 
establishment of local RFD service 
of mail. 


When rural free delivery was 


first put ii*to operation in the 
United States, the Chicago Tribune 
printed a long , front-page story 
(in black letters two inches high) 
paying honor to Fred A. Lawton of 
Dixon as the 
man 
who first 


planned the system of RFD in the 
nation. 


Mr. Lawton, . who alone 


single-handed planned and suc- 
ceeded in putting into operation 
RFD in the entire United States, 
was a very active and aggressiv< 
man in many ways. He spent a 
whole year in London working 
entirely In the worst slum districts 
and at the same time was'a re- 
porter for the Chicago Tribune. 
He gave generously of his time, 
efforts and money each year to 
help hundreds of undernourl^Od 
or crippled children in Chicago. 
He made arrangements for them 
to spend two weeks or longer at 
homes in 'Dixon. Sterling and 
Morrison. 


Mr. Lawton died on September 


6, 1922. 


First Post Office 


The first post office in Dixon 


was established in 1829 and • 
Mr. Gay was the first postmaster, 
and located at what is now L>1 
First street. 


In 1890, James B. Charters was 


the local postmaster and the city 
had at that time reached a popula- 
tion of 5.000 which entitled it to 
free delivery of mail. This was 
requested by the postmaster and 
the service began on July 1,1890. 


The postmaster requeste'd that 


those who wished to be appointed 
letter carriers" file petitions at 
the local post office. There wtje 
about 300 applicants. Postmaster 
Charters selected 
four y o u n g 


men. 
They 
were 
Thomaa 
J. 


Hoban, William P. Devine, Herbert 
W. Morris and Louis B. Atkins. 


To deliver mail and packages, 


Mr. Morris drove a horse and cart, 
chariot style, of his own Invention. 


The parcel post system, as it 


Is known now, was established in 
1913 and the weight limit extended 
from a single package of £° 
pounds up to 70 pounds. 


12th SEASON ENDS 


The 12th season of tho Rock 


River Chautauqua Assembly ended 
Tuesday, Aug. 8, 1899, a»id was re- 
ported to have b«*n the "best 
ever." 
The receipts 
exceeded 


those of any other year by sev- 
eral thousand dollars. Tiie two- 
week program presented a wide 
variety of entertainment and te- 
turcs. 
~ 
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These Dixon Homes 


Tell You Why 


Wall Tile 


our volume has increased 


t 


every year despite the 


fact we employ no 


salesmen or solicitors 


FIRST! Years of experience. W. H. 


Sullivan has been in the 
roofing, siding, flooring and 
wall tile field since 1933. 
Past manager of several 
local concerns, W. H. Sulli- 
van went into business for 
himself in .1946 when his 
son, John, was discharged 
from the service. 


Pittsburgh Interlocking Wall Tile, has Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Acceptance. Interlocking 
feature is patented. Comes in a variety of beau- 
tiful colors which are styled to blend in with the 
modern-colored bathroom fixtures and towel sets. 


• Siding • 


Asbestos, Inselwood and Insel- 
bric (from the Mastic Asphalt 
Corp., pfbneers in insulated 
siding) and Kaiser Aluminum 
siding. 


Roofing 


Barrett, Johns-Manville. Logan Long and Texaco, 
all of whom provide asphalt shingles for any 
type of building whether commercial or residen- 
tial. 


• Flooring • 


Asphalt Tile (Johns-Manville, Armstrong, Kentile), Rubber Tile (Armstrong, Kennedy, 
Voorhees), Cork Tile, (Armstrong. Ken-Cerk), Johns-Manville Terraflex Tile, Arm- 
strong's Linotile. All are resilient. 


SECOND: 
Practically all companies employ workmen 


by the square or piecework. We employ ours by the hour, 
on the theory that this results in better workmanship. 


TUIDft. „ u w i* 
,1 T i. 
FOURTH: 
Only nationally 
I NIK U. Both W. H. and John 
]m<>vmt highest quality products 
are used (listed elsewhere). We 
feel it our duty to supply materials 
we know are good. 


work on the job, giving personal 
supervision to all phases of the 
work on each individual job. 


Fl FTH ' This is why, even though we use no solicitors 
or salesmen* our volume increases annually. Our belief 
that this community wants only the best for its homes and 
businesses is borne out by the word-of-raouth recommen- 
dations of satisfied customers. It is our hope that we may 
continue for many years to provide you with the service 
and products that have made Dixon and area a better 
place to live. 


W. H. SULLIVAN & SON 


308 EL SEVENTH STREET 
PHONE 4-0181 


\ 
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1900.. .Work Starts on New Courthouse 


, f 


v j 


f 


'Ring in the New Century' 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 31,1900)—No excuse ex- 


cept severe illness should deter anyone from being wide 
awake and thoroughly alive to what is transpiring when 
the hour of midnight strikes tonight. 


The world is waiting for a new century. The great- 


est century since man's advent is passing and a greater 
one is upon us. Let the twentieth century be heralded 
with bells and whistles. One hundred years ago there 
were no steam whistles. One hundred years from now 
there will be none. Then let the whistles shriek. 


:: Editor Outpaces 
- Population Count 


In his boundless optimism con- 


cerning the progress and attrac- 


. tions of his city. Editor Shaw was 


ever prone to overestimate Dixon's 


- 
population. Although the city pop- 


„.. illation made steady progress, the 
"• Increase in number of her citizens 


was never so rapid as to oveitake 


T. the glowing figures the editor-in- 


chief of The Telegraph laid down 


,, proudly for everyone's informa- 


tion. 
- 


Thus it( was that every decade 


the 
cold water of reality was 


dashed upon Editor Shaw's roseate 
dreams to the tune of 2,000 to 
4,000 souls by the hard and un- 
yielding figures of the United 
States Census Bureau. 


Census Figures Arrive 


When on Nov. 30, 1900, the cen- 


.. sus figures arrived. The Telegraph. 
- editor swallowed his disappomt- 
... ment and turned the situation into 
- humor. Said he: 


"The census takers have not 


been as good to us as we have 
been to ourselves. Like our sister 


"„ villages in this part of the state. 


Dixon has been trailing around in 


„" the skirts of a city of ten or 


twelve thousand, and putting on 
the airs of a mature person. 


"Now here comes the report of 


the government and says: 'Dixon, 
^ you're a pretty nice little place; 


but your infant industries have not 


- been prospering as greatly as you 


had supposed, and all the popula- 
tion I can give you this year is 
7,917.' 


"Well, we'll forgive the govern- 


^ ment this time. We are thankful 


that we are no smaller and that 


• we have got lots of room to grow." 
. World Mark Set 


By Dixon College 


*i 
' 
(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 30 


. 
1900)—Dixon College won th 
world's high score football recort 
at Athletic Park by defeating th 
DeKalb team yesterday to the 


- tune of 152 to 0. 


The features of the game were 


- 100-yard runs by Jones. Heaps 
— O'Brien, Burns, Pollock, Aout, 
_ Williams, Marker, Metzler, Easton, 


Parcel, Patterson, Hazen, Lowrie 
. and Jordan. 


(The game 
mercifully was 


•topped before the second half was 


1 ended. There were 27 touchdowns 


at 5 points each and 17 field goals 
at 1 point.) 


PLAN RIVER TRIP 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 29, 


1900)—Next week Frank Palmer, 


" IV. A. Schuler, Clarence Cortright, 


and H. W. Carver will embark in 
two boats for a long journey down 
Rock River to the Mississippi and 
that stream to Arkansas, where 
they will spend the winter hunt- 
ing and trapping. 
On their boat 


• covers will be painted signs adver- 


tising the Northern Illinois Nor- 
mal school. 


$300,000 IN BUILDING 


The Telegraph reported on Nov. 


24, 1900, that $300,000 had been 
spent In improvements in Dixon 
for the year, including the Lee 
county courthouse, $100.000; 
Dodge Public Library. $22,000; 
North Dixon public school, $15,- 
000, and Grand Detour Plow Co., 
$12,000. 


Night School Opens 
For Working People 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 23, 


1900)—PJans have been matured 
whereby a night school will be 
conducted in the Schuler block at 
j'irst street and Galena avenue, 
beginning Sept. 3, 1900. 


The school, organized by the 


Steinman College, will give to the 
'actory employes, clerks, business 
people and others an opportunity 
o increase their practical knowl- 
edge at moderate expenditure of 
jme and money. 


Thorough work will be done In 


all the common branches, English, 
penmanship, bookkeeping, short- 
land and typewriting and other 
subjects. Perry Stevenson will be 
m charge. 


Boxer Koyoes 2, 
Takes City Title 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 24, 


1900)—The local sports gathered 
in the alley between First and 
River streets last evening and wit- 
nessed a four-round bout between 
Frank Welsh and Lee Jacobs. The 
toys fought for a purse of $2.70 
and the Dixon championship. 


The fight was a good one. In 


the fourth Welsh gave Jacobs a 
stiff left hook on the jaw and a 
jab in the wind with his elbow 
that put Jacobs In a comatose 
state for about three seconds 
When Welsh saw what he had 
done he was scared and took a 
sudden departure. He soon collect- 
ed himself and returned for the 
purse, but found the place de- 
serted. 


Welsh's victory over 
Jacobs 


must have elated him for within 
a short time he was matched to 
fight Bum Woodyatt for a purse 
of $16. The fight took place in a 
hall before 
a few spectators 


Woodyatt was doing just about as 
he pleased with Welsh when in the 
third round he got a heavy swing 
on the Jaw from Welsh's right ant 
hi-j chances for the $16 were no 
longer. 


Orchestra Performs 
Operatic Selections 


On Dec. 10, 1900, the famous 


Innes orchestra of 70 members 
performed a matinee in the Opera 
House with 
selections 
from 


"Faust" and the "Anvil Chorus." 


Sponsoring the event were Mes- 


damen: F. A. Watson, H. E. Paine, 
Leonard Andrus, C. C. Hunt, L. W. 
Mitchell, George H. Squires, E. E 
Shaw, George Steel, Charles 
We, C. A. Todd, William F. Strong, 
Rowland Page, J. L. Hartwell. Dr. 
Owen, J. B. Dille, W. J. McAlpine. 
T. Tibbets. George C. Heritage and 
Miss Bessie Eells. 


PERFORM ON WIRE 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 
8, 


1900)—As they had advertised. 
Professors Worth and Boyer gave 
an interesting exhibtion this noon 
of high bicycle riding. They per- 
formed upon a cable sti etched 
across the river between two poles 
just below the water works pump- 
ing station. 


PRINTS COLOR PAGES 


The Dixon Telegraph printed 


full color front and back pages for 
its 1900 Christmas edition. 


1899 -1900. 


..at the turn of a CENTURY 


Phinney's Band Plays 
For Dixon Audience 


On April 26, 1900, Phinney's 
United States band performed in 


Dixon at the college chapel, The 
Telegraph reported. 


Selections included: "The Old 


Battle Flag," "Forget Me Not," 
"National Fantasia," "Nearer My 
God to Thee," "And They All 
Walked 
Away," 
"Meadowlark," 


grand selection from 
"Attila," 


"From Battlefield to Fireside," 
"Tenting 
Tonight," 
"Tramp, 


Tramp, Tramp," "Red, White and 
Blue," "Dixie,"- "Carry Me Back 
to Old Virginia," "Just Before the 
Battle, 
Mother," "The Vacant 


Chair," and "Star Spangled Ban- 
ner." 


First Horseless Carriage West of Chicago 


, x 
ab°ve steam-powered "Locomobile" was the first "horseless carriage" west 


of Chicago, and was owned by Dr A. F. Moore of Dixon. An unidentified man poses at 
the helm of the road steamer in July, 1900. 


Dr. Moore Buys 
Sfew Locomobile 


(Evening Telegraph, July 9. 


1900)—Physicians are geneially 
he first to recognize the advan- 
ages of the horseless carriage in 
heir professional work. Finding it 
necessary to increase his facilities 
'or travel. Dr. A. F. Moore went 
o New York last week, where he 
purchased a Locomobile which will 
>e the first to make its regular 
appearance upon our streets. 


The machine is of very neat con- 


struction and of the Stanhope pat- 
.ern. It weighs but 600 pounds, is 
>ropclled by steam, which is found 
o be the most satisfactory means 
of propulsion, and will travel with 
s. speed ranging from very slow 
to 45 miles per hour. 


It has bicycle wheels and lamps, 


one seat and the running gear is 
finished in maroon and the box 
black. 


Dance Introduces 
Loud' Shirt Waist 


(Evening Telegraph Aug. 25, 


1900)—The thunder wasn't in it 
ast evening with the shirt waists 
at the Kaylor-Maxwell dancing 
ng party. Nearly all the colors of 
the rainbow were represented and 
the shirt waist now has a prestige 
that will make it a favorite o» the 
dancing floor in the future. 


One was almost lost in the maze 


of color. The Dixon Mandolin club 
furnished music. 


PROPOSED HOSPITAL 


On Dec. 8. 1900, The Telegraph 


announced that the state board of 
charities was considering location 
of the proposed state hospital for 
epileptics at the C. H. Hughes 
place on Pine Creek near Dixon. 


MUTTS MULTIPLY 


(Evening Telegraph, May 24. 


1900)—Never in the history of 
Dixon has it been so overrun with 
dogs of all description as at prcs 
ent. 


NEW CITY LIMITS 


On Dec. 8, 1900, the city coun- 


cil added the west end and the 
BclArview additions to the city cor- 
poration in the interests of the 
Gt«n6 Detour Wagon company. 


Cereal Mill Starts 
Making Grain Goods 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 13, 


1900)—The Dixon Cereal company 
has purchased the Baldwin mill on 
Depot avenue and has remodeled 
and fitted it with new machinery. 
Officers are John Forrest, presi- 
dent; Hugh McCartney, secretary 
and treasurer, and J. A. Forrest, 
superintendent. 


Among the products to be man- 


ufactured are flour, corn meal, 
oat meal, buckwheat flour, whole 
wheat flour, rye graham flour, 
wheat "graham flour, pearl barley 
and all kinds of mill feed such as 
oats, shorts, wheat bran and 
shorts, barley shorts, etc. 
Golf Club Opens 
At Assembly Park 


In 1900 a golf club was organ- 


ized in Dixon under the auspices 
of the Rock River Assembly, with 
a membership of 40 at $10 apiece 
annually. 


The golf links were laid out and 


completed at Assembly Park and 
Steinman Institute and were com- 
pleted June 5, 1900. according to 
a report by The Telegraph. 
In- 


struction began June 12 by T. A. 
Larcey, the first pro. The distance 
of the course was two miles. 
New Industry Begins 
Building Wagons 


(Evening Telegraph. Dec. 8, 


1900)—Within two or three days 
the organization of the Grand De- 
tour Wagon Company will be per- 
fected and their factory will be 
in West End Addition. 


The capital stock of the new 


company will be $60,000 and Dixon 
people who will take stock are: O. 
B. Dodge, C. H. Noble. I,'. D. De- 
ment, M. Cookson and F. O. Cole- 
man. At least 50 men will be em- 
ployed to start. 


GRID TEAM HONORED 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 
4. 


1900)—The Dixon College eleven 
won honor to themselves, their 
school and .our city on the grid- 
iron in Chicago yesterday, when 
they crossed the goal for the first 
touchdown of the Reason against 
Chicago University. The score was 
23-5, Chicago University, but the 
Chicago 
coach, 
Amos 
Alonzo 


Stagg, praised the Dixon team. 


Athletic Park 
Built in 1900 


Dixon College Athletic Park was 


completed in 1900 at a cost of $1,- 
500. 


Plans called for a park 300 x 400 


feet enclosing a 100-yard straight- 
away and a football and baseball 
diamond, with a race course 30 
feet wide and a fifth of a mile in 
length skirting the park. It was 
north of the college between Di- 
vision street and the River and 
College avenue and Perry street. 


The grandstand wa<» planned to 


seat 700, with adjoining bleachers 
to" seat SOO additional people. 


Thousands at Ceremony 
When Corner-Stone Is Laid 


July 17, 1900, was described as 


"one of the greatest days in Dix- 
on's history." 


It was on that day that the 


ceremonies were held for the lay- 
ing of the cornerstone of the Lee 
county courthouse which has stood 
on a hill in Dixon for a half-cen- 
tury as a symbol of justice and 
democratic government. 


Crowds from all parts of the* 


countryside gathered in Dixon on 
that memorable Tuesday and busi- 
ness throughout the county was 
generally suspended- 


Heralding the event, The Eve- 


ning Telegraph printed a special 
supplement, an invitation to Dixon, 
with a complete program in detail 
and historical background. 


Special Trains Arrive 


Special trains arrived the night 


before and early on the morning 
of the 17th, bearing visitors from 
Sycamore. DeKalb, Rochelle, Men- 
dota. Sterling, Chicago, and many 
other nearby communities. 


Preparations were made to en- 


tertain more than 20,000 people— 
the largest crowd ever to gather 
m the city. Many committees had 
worked long and diligently to plan 
the various events and the streets 
were decorated by merchants and 
residents. 


Two baseball games were on the 


day's program—one in the morn- 
ing, and another in the afternoon, 
between the Paw Paw club and 
the Dixon Regulars at Athletic 
Park in West Dixon. 


The afternoon ceremonies be- 


gan at 1 o'clock in the courthouse 
square with music by the Franklin 
Grove band. Fifteen minutes later 
the Ashton band played appropri- 
ate music. 


Procession Start* 


At 1:30 the procession 
was 


formed by James H. Thompson, 
who acted as marshal of the day, 
and assistants C. E. Frisby, G. G. 
Messer, George W. I. Brown and 
James Peach. 


In the parade were the Dixon 


band; Company G, Illinois Nation- 
al Guard; Dixon Fife and Drum 
Corps; Franklin Grove band; Dixon 
Post, G.A.R.; Regulation Drum 
and Bugle Corps; Knights of the 
Globe: Knights of the Maccabees; 
Sons of Veterans; Sixth Regiment 
Band of Sterling; Sterling Masons; 
Mendota Masons; Ashton band; 
Princeton Masons; Lafayette band; 
Morrison Masons; Polo Masons; 
Franklin Grove Masons; Paw Paw 
band; Grand Lodge Master Ma- 
sons: Dixon Masons; Dixon Col- 
lege band; Dixon fire department; 
and carriages. 


With banners flying, the proces- 


sion extended for nearly a mile 
and marched through the streets 
to the courthouse square. 


Judge Crabtrop Preside* 


Judge John D. Crabtree was the 


presiding officer of the ceremonies 
at the courthouse square and 
started ceremonies with a brief ad- 
dress during which he described 
the new building as "one of which 
we, our children and our children's 
children will be proud of." 


The main speaker of the cere- 


monies was Judge Christian C. 
Kohlsaat of the U. S. District 
Court of Chicago. He outlined the 
growth of Dixon from the city's 
founding to the turn of the cen- 
tury and paid high tribute to all 
the men and women who had con- 
tributed to the glory of the com- 
munity. He said in his address: 


"Men and women of Lee county, 


the event you celebrate this after- 
noon is full of significance. 
On 


days like this the fates change 
horses,. Justice hitherto has lived 
in tents among you This ii her 
firm abiding place. The building, 
here erected will typify the prog- 
ress you have made. In it you will 
find the crystahzation of your 
ideals. It will express your idea of 
the permanence of our institu- 
tions and government. It must 
stand for the enforcement of law 


and the triumph of right. 
It 


is the peerless temple of the ire- 
public—God, its architect—we, th* 
builders." 


• Masons Lay Cornerstone 
The Masonic service of laying 


the corner-stone was described as 
"beautifully impressive" and was 
conducted by Grand Master of Ma- 
sons of Illinois Charles F. Hitch- 
cock of LaSalle, assisted by grand 
officers and deputies. 


The ceremonies were concluded 


by a benediction pronounced by 
the grand chaplain. 


actual cost of the buildup) 


was $124,203.78. This sum was 
broken down as follows: Building 
alone, $103,394.94; wooden furni- 
ture, $8,818.70; metal furnishings, 
$4,816; street wall, walks and 
grading. §".174.14. 


To raise the money for the 


building a $90,000 bond issue was 
written. These bonds were to ma- 
ture at regular intervals with 
$1,000 payments. 
The differenc* 


between the bonds issued and tys, 
actual cost of the building wa» 
raised by taxation. 


Board of Supervisors 


The board of supervisors includ- 


ed E. W. Smith, chairman; W. W. 
Gllmore, Hugh McGulrk, M. A. 
Crawford, T. L. Philips, M. A. Gir- 
ton, George W. Smith. These su- 
pervisors made lip the building 
committee. Other supervisors were 
James Kirby, A. J. Tompkins, J. 
M. Trostle, William S. Frost, E. £• 
Parsons, N. A. Cortright, WilliaSj 
Anderson, John W. Wadsworth, 
John M. Gardner, Hugh Fitzpat- 
rick, Henry Shipper!, W. W. Har« 
dm, M. Sullivan, George J. Barth, 
E. C. Lamb, F. L. Childs and F. E. 
Rogers. 


George W. Smith was chairman 


of the building committee. Th* 
contractor was W. J. McAlpina 
and Charles E. Brush was the ar- 
chitect. 


The new courthouse was forms'!;: 


ly opened in the Sept«*>itoer term 
of 
court, 1901. Tho presiding 


judges were Judge John D. Crab- 
tree, Judge Baume and Judg« 
Shaw. 


Judges and attorneys from all 


sections of the state and hundreds 
of Lee county citizens attended 
this opening ceremony. 
20 Start Club 
* 


At Bowling Alley* 


(Evening Telegraph," Apr. 12. 


1900)—Dixon people have not had 
the privilege of bowling until A. 
U. Thomas erected the excellent 
double alley in the basement of 
the Applcford building on First 
street. 


Last night 20 ladies and gentle- 


men were present from 7:30 tq> 
10:30 and the balls were kept bu">, 
while the room echoed to the mer- 
riment of the players. The gams 
was ne\v to nearly all, yet som» 
excellent scores were made. 


The ladies played unusually weH 


but their efforts at speed some- 
times started them after the ball, 
to the amusement of companions. 


Dr. Claude Backus was elected 


president, Ernest Farrand, treas- 
urer, and Charles R. Leake, secre- 
tary. 


Other charter members are: TV* 


W. Gilbert, Pi of. Turn bull, J. J. 
Hyland, G. H. T. Shaw, H. U. 
Bardwcll, H. T. Noble. Amos Bos- 
worth, F. E. Leake and W. C. Har- 
bert. 


WINS SHOOTING MEDAL 
(Evening Telegraph, May 21, 


1900)—The Board of Trade dia- 
mond badge won by Burl P. 
Woodford at the recent tourna,-* 
ment of the Illinois State GuV 
Club association is now displayed 
in the show window of G. O.-Wen- 
del, jeweler. The diamond set on 
the pendant is valued at S500. 


The Old Courthouse 


The old courthouse, which was replaced by the present structure, served Lee 


county for 60 years and its walls echoed to the eloquence of men of national renown. 
Within its upper rooms Stephen A. Douglas advocated the election of Franklin 
. Pierce, and later explained his own action with regard to the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise. 


In the square surrounding the courthouse others-—including Abraham Lincoln 


—addressed the citizens of the county at outdoor rallies. 


When the building was demolished in 1900 to be succeeded by the newer struc- 


ture, court wss held for a time in the Schuler building at 401 First street. 
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1901... Telegraph Observes 50th Year 


Public Library Presented 
To Dixon by O. B. Dodge 


For all to read, there is a mosaic inscription above the 


central desk at the Dixon Public Library which says: 


"0. B. Dodge Library Building." 
... it might well add: "For all those who read." 
When, in 1901, Mr. Dodge gave to the city of Dixon the 


present library building, it was valued at $20,000—now, on 
the 50th anniversary of that donation, the value has in- 
creased to about $160,000 . . . and yet it must be said that 
no monetary estimate can be placed on the value of an insti- 
tute which offers to Dixon one of the finest collections of 
books of any town in Illinois of comparable size. 


On Saturday, February 16, 1901, 


the O. B. Dodge Library building 
was formally opened to the citizens 
of Dixon. The librarians, 
Miss 


qtf 
Elizabeth Camp and Miss Mary F. 
Wynn, held open house for the 
children in the morning and for 
the adults in the afternoon". Music 
was provided by W. H. Smith's or- 
chestra. 


Engraved Invitations 


Engraved 
invitations 
invited 


"yourself and ladies" to the dedi- 
catory exercises at 7:30 in the eve- 
ning with B. F. Shaw, publisher 
of The Evening Telegraph, 
as 
4 
chairman. 


During the formal ceremonies, 


Mr. Dodge presented his gift to the 
city and Mayor C. H. Hughes ac- 
cepted. E. E. Wingert spoke for 
the library board and Judge R. S. 
Farrand accepted in behalf of the 
citizens. 


Henderson's orchestra, stationed 


in the balcony, played for the eve- 
ning reception and American Beau- 
ty roses, sent from Chicago by 


A 
friends of Mr. Dodge, were given 
to the ladies. It is recorded that 
585 persons attended the 30-min- 
ute program that evening. 


Although the O. B. Dodge Li- 


brary as such celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year, the history 
of a library in Dixon actually goes 
back much further—to the year 
1872, when the Dixon Hose com- 
pany No. 1 began its small sub- 
scription library. 


'£V.v 
, 
public Subscription 


For a short time the library was 


open to members of the Hose com- 
pany only, but in 1873 It became a 
public subscription library, open to 
men for a fee of one dollar a year 
or a gift of one book a year. It 
>vas open then only on Sunday aft- 
ernoons. 


On May 
17, 1895, the council 


passed the ordinance establishing 
a city library to be known as the 
Dixon Public Library. Since it re- 
quired a year for a municipality 
to levy and collect funds, the hose 
company continued to operate the 
library until June 1, 1896. At that 
time they turned their collection of 
2600 volumes o\fer to the first li- 
brary board appointed by the may- 
or and the council. 


By Illinois statute under city 


form of government, the library 
has nine trustees appointed by the 
mayor and city council for terms 
of three years, three expiring each 
year. For this service they may 
receive no compensation. 
All of 


the members of this first board 
were important men in Dixon busi- 
ness, educational and civic affairs; 
O. B. Dodge, 
Charters, 
B. 


J. C. Aycrs, J. B. 
F. Shaw, G. H. 


Squires, J. B. Dille, William Jen- 


kins, C. J. Jocelyn. and E. E. Win- 
gert. 


Located on First Street 


When the Dixon Hose company 


was operating the library, it was 
located at 121 E. First street 
where it remained until it moved 
into the present location at 221 
South Hennepin avenue. 


In 1902 the library inherited 


$15,000 from the estate of Theron 
Cumins. This will was dated May 
17, 1896, the same date the city 
council passed the ordinance estab- 
lishing the Dixon Public library. 
The terms and conditions were 
flexible, allowing for 
changing 


conditions. By the time the be- 
quest was paid, the library had al- 
ready occupied the O. B. Dodge 
Library building for a year. There- 
fore, the principal was invested 
and for many years the interest 
was used to buy books while the 
new building was being furnished 
and equipped. Each 
book pur- 


chased with this money carried the 
"Theron Cumins Fund" book plate. 
Many books in the collection to- 
day bear this label. In later years 
the policy was changed and the in- 
come allowed to accumulate for 
major expenses and improvements. 
It was a great aid in securing the 
new lighting which has so trans- 
formed the building. In 1950, a 
card catalog cabinet for the chil- 
dren's department, a permanent 
piece of furniture was purchased 
from this fund. 


4,000 Volumes in 1901 


By 1901, tHfe library book collec- 


tion had grown to about 4,000 vol- 
umes. In 1951. the total collection 
is approximately 30,000 volumes, 
including bound magazines and 
newspapers. 


The building has been kept in 


good repair which was sometimes 
a great financial struggle, and the 
well-selected book collection has 
grown steadily through 50 years. 


For many years the library was 


open on Sunday afternoons, but 
with the increase of automobiles, 
movies and radio, libraries are no 
longer open on Sundays. In Dixon 
the library also closes on those 
holidays when both schools and 
businesses close, and on Thursday 
afternoons during the summer 
months. 


The Dixon library is particular- 


ly proud of the local history col- 
lection. Although far from com- 
plete, it is a sizable and very use- 
ful collection of books, pamphlets, 
and pictures relating to the early 
history of Illinois, Dixon, and Lee 
county. The nucleus was the gift 
to the library in 1922 of the Wil- 
ham Barge collection by his son, 
Charles Barge. From that bcgin- 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. G) 


They Kept the Peace in 1901 


These formidable members of the Dixon police force 


guarded the peace of the city during 1901. 
They are 


(left to right): Andy Phalen, Edward Whetstein, Chief 
W. H. Woodyatt, Charles Ball and John Loftus. 


Dixon Public Library 


1 


West Side Regular Baptist Church 
To Complete 50 Years in September 


The West Side Regular Baptist 


church, formerly known as the 
West Side Congregational church, 
was firs' organized in early Sep- 
tember, 1901, following a series of 
evangelistic meetings held in a 
tent^hat summer by Rev. R. K. 
Stetson. 


The church building now used 


xvas dedicated March 3, 1902, at 
the present site, 313 Van.Kuren 
street. Rev. J. G. Brooks was the 
was first organized in early Sep- 
tember 15, 1901, to February 15, 
1906. There were 62 charter mem- 
bers when the church was organ- 
ized. 


A parsonage was purchased in 


1904 which served until 1946 when 
it was sold and the present parson- 
age was acquired on July 28, 1948. 


Prc.srnt Pastor 
' 


Rev. Adam L. Lutzweiler, Sr. 


has served as pastor since June 1, 
1949, shortly ,after conducting a 
series of special services in April 
to succeed Rev. George A. Mc- 
Cauley. 


The church voted on April 30, 


1947, to discontinue membership 
with the Congregational-Christian 
Conference and the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica (now known as the National 
Council). The name of the church 
was changed to the West Side 
church. 


During recent pastorates it be- 


came the practice to "receive into 
the fellowship of the church only 
those who had been immersed, or 
were willing to obey the Scrip- 
tures by being baptized as a con- 
dition of membership upon profes- 
sion of fath in the death and re-( 
surrection of Christ as their only 
Savior. The abandonment of the 
practice of sprinkling (both infant 
and adult) and a return to the 
Scriptural form of immersion of 
believers in Christ resulted in a 
natural desire for the congrega- 
tion to adopt the name of the 
church consistent with the prac- 
tice of the New Testament doc- 
trine. On March 19, 1950, at a 
regular Sunday morning service, 
the present name of the church 
was adopted. 


Missionary Work 


The church has increased its 


missionary 
program 
in recent 


years, and has a special speaker 
once each month from various 
Mission agencies which represent 
all the fields of the world. On Aug- 
ust 5, 1950, Miss Kathryn L Lo- 
vcll, a member of the church, was 
sent on a missionary assignment 
to Manaus, Brazil. Two members 


South Dixon High, School Football Team 


South Dixon high school football team for 1901 won seven game's, lost one, tied 


one. They were (left to right): front row—George Egler, Earl B. Smith and Percy 
Bradshaw; middle row—George Peach, Robert Conners; John Richardson, John Best, 
Jacob A. Snyder and George C. Dixon; back row—Coach William Kirkpatrick, Leslie 
Crawford, John Flint Dille, Grower Weimar Tracy, Dick Dement, Walter Levi and 
Thomas Graff. Southland North Dixon teams sometimes combined to play other teams. 


SPAPFRflBCHIVE® »-._ 


WEST SIDE REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCH 


of the church are now students at 
Northwestern Bible school. They 
are William and Richard Boehme. 


The Dorcas Society was organ- 


ized in 1902 and has been active 
unto the present time. Since Aug- 
ust, 1949, the church has given 10 
per cent of all offerings for the 
general fund for missions. This is 
in addition to the regularly desig- 
nated gifts to Missions. 


At a special meeting the church 


voted to affiliate with the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches 
w h i c h 
represents 
independent 


churches in the United States in a 
protest against modernism and 
apostasy. 


Annual Obcscrvanccs 


The annual observances of the 


church include Mother's Day, Chil- 
dren's Day, Rally Day, also the 
Christmas and Easter services. 


Sunday school with classes for 


every age is held at 9:45 a. m., 
and Sunday morning worship serv- 
ices at 10:45. Youth groups meet 
at 6:30 p. m., and an evangelistic 
service at 7:30 p. m. A prayer 
meeting is held each Wednesday 
at 7:30 p. m. 


Witzleb Plumbers in 
Business for 50 Years 


The Witzleb Plumbing company, 


located at 214 First street, ob- 
serves the business slogan: "We 
don't aim to do the most—but the 
best." 


This year marks the firm's 50th 


anniversary, having been* estab- 
lished in 1901. The company em- 
ploys five persons—offering plumb- 
ing and heating services and re- 
tail plumbing, heat and electrical 
appliances. The products used by 
the firm include those 
of 
the 


American Rod and Sanitary Cor- 
poration, Kohlcr of Kohlcr, Crane 
Company, Frccport Softener, Hoff- 
man and Rheem Automatic gas 
heaters and General Electric ap- 
pliances. 


The company is a member of 


the Illinois Master Plumbers Asso- 
ciation. 


SHOE FIRM INCORPORATED 


(Evening Telegraph, July 12, 


1901)—Springfield dispatches an- 
nounce the incorporation of the 
Watson-PIummer Shoe Company, 
Dixon, with a .capital stock of 
550,000. 
The Incorporators 
are 


Fred A. Watson, Joseph R. Plum- 
mcr and Henry S. Dixon. 


REV. J. G. BROOKS 
REV. A. L. LUTZWEILER, SR, 


Recalls First Half-Century, 
Looks Forward to Second 


On the afternoon of May 1,1901, 


four months after the dawn of a 
new century, The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph published its semi-cen- 
tennial edition to mark the begin- 
ning of its second half-century of 
journalistic service to Dixon and 
vicinity. 


It was with pride in the printers' 


craft and with the satisfaction of 
having performed a service to the 
public that a handsome, 
slick 


>aper, eight-page souvenir edition 
was laid before readers by the two 
Editors Shaw, father and son. 


The Telegraph could well be 


proud of its accomplishment 


Although it had two competitors 


n Dixon and several other news- 
papers flourished in the county, its 
circulation had climbed to a breath- 
aking 1,600—a figure which left 
ts contemporaries far behind. 


Names* Guest Editor 


According to journalistic custom 
f the day, John H. Moore, a Dixon 
newspaperman, was honored by 
being chosen as guest editor for 
The Telegraph's 50th anniversary 
edition. It was a wise choice, for 
Mr. Moore had presided as "print- 
jr's devil" at the birth of the first 
'dition of May 1, 1851, when he 
vas 16 years of age. 


Reminiscing of that day 50 


years before, Mr. Moore said: 


"Well does the writer remember 


;hc morning of the first of May, 
1851, when he washed as well as 
he could the ink from his grimy 
hands and donning His cap and 
coat, proud as the Prince Consort 
on the other side of the water, he 
took his first bundle of papers 
under his arm and sallied forth to 
meet an anxiously awaiting con- 
stituency and deliver his employ- 
er's journalistic fledgling. 


Disdains Assistance 


"His youthful companions offer- 


ed their assistance, but, inflated 
with the dignity of his responsible 
position, all assistance was re- 
fused, and he made the round of 
every house in town in less time 
than it took to print the edition." 


In the 50 years since the first 


issue of The Telegraph, its work- 
Ing force had grown from less 
than a half-dozen to a payroll of 
35. From a weekly circulation of 
less than 500 copies, the news 
paper now delivered 1,600 papers 
daily to subscribers. From a hanc 
press which laboriously turned out 
250 copies per hour, the 1901 elec- 
trically-powered press turned ou' 
1,300 per hour and plans called for 
a new Babcock with a printing 
capacity of 2,000 to 2,700 hourly 


Expanded Facilities 


From a humble two room space 


In a building on River street, The 
Telegraph now had a magnificent 
new three-story building of its 
own, erected in 1894. The sputter- 
ing tallow candles and lard lamps 
of 1851 had in 1901 become electric 
lights. To the telegraph and the 
ox and horse teams there had been 
added the telephone, electric pow- 
er, the phonograph, the automo 
bile and the motion picture. 


The semi-centennial edition of 


The Telegraph was also an occa- 
sion for honoring all its old sub- 
scribers, living and dead. 


In concluding, The Telegraph 


said: 


"Starts Second Half-Century" 
"Through all these years The 


Telegraph remains, and today 
starts with high hopes and bright 
prospects on the second half of 
its centennial race. In the past it 
has been a faithful chronicler of 
the most important events in the 
lives of many of its readers; and 
now, taking a farewell backward 
glance over the years that have 
gone, it turns with cheerfulness 
and hope to the unknown future." 


"Realizing that its interests ever 


have been, are, and ever will be 
bound up with the'interests of the 
community it srves, it will not 
only be a faithful purveyor of the 


news of the day, but a fearless ad- 
vocate of what it deems to bo right 
in principle and policy, public and 
private, using its best endeavor W 
milld up the most permanent pros- 
perity in city and country, and ad- 
vocating such measures as. In iU 
ludgment, shall conserve the high- 
est good to the greatest number. 


To Those Looking Ahead 


"Some of those who are standing 


now, where "~50 years ago the 
writer stood, looking into an un- 
known future bright with opening 
prospects of usefulness in the days 
.o come, at the end of the next half 
century 
will stand where th« 


writer now stands; The world no 
onger before them, but behind. 


"When that time shall' come, 


may. they look back over the past 
with .little to regret And as the 
past fades from view, may the 
•ista of the future, to their spirit- 
ual vision grow more beautiful and 
bright 'neath the sunset sky than 
anything foreshadowed in their 
arly dreams." 


N.I.N.S Changed 
To Dixon College 


(Evening Telegraph, June 7, 


1901)—At Springfield Monday ar- 
.icles of Incorporation were filed 
for the Dixon College. The in- 
corporators were J. B. Dille, S. H. 
Bethea, John I. Dille, C. C. Roar- 
ick, L. B. Neighbour and J. M, 
Kniselcy. 


The articles of 
Incorporation 


were granted 
by Secretary of 


State Rose and were filed for rec- 
ord at the Lee County courthouse 
yesterday. 


The former name of the institu- 


tion was the Northern 
Illinois 


Normal School and Dixon Busi- 
ness College. The new name Is 
much more convenient and obvi- 
ates all confusion with the North- 
ern Illinois Normal School at De- 
Kalb, 


The Dixon College, now includes 


a college of letters and science, 
normal college, college of 
law, 


college of pharmacy, college of en- 
gineering, business college, collcgo 
of stenography, of telegraphy, of 
oratory, of music, school of art, 
and academy and school of cor- 
respondence. 


The business of the college will 


be conducted by five trustees, to 
be selected annually by the incor- 
porators. 
J. E. Miller & Son 
Observe 50 Years 


J. E. Miller and Son, Chrysler 


and Plymouth dealers located at 
218 E. First street, observe their 
50th aninvcrsary this year. 


In 1901 the firm was estab- 


lished and sold Oldsmobllo cars at 
that date. 


The company employs six work- 


ers and occupies a two-floor build- 
ing, 50 by 120 feet. In addition 
to auto sales, the company pro- 
vides a repair shop and sells Tex- 
aco gasoline and oils and Havoline 
and Valvollne oils. 


The company provides.the lat- 


est modern, up-to-date equipment 


PLOW COMPANY JOINS TKDST 


On June 14,1901, The Telegraph 


reported that the Grand Detour 
Plow company joined a $70,000,- 
000 trust composed of 20 or more 
plow manufacturers of the mid- 
dle west. 


114 SOUTHS 


According to a city directory 


published In the early 1900s there 
were 114 Smiths, 72 Millers, 46 
Murphys, 45 Blackburns and 40 
Johnsons in Dixon. 


New Lee County Courthouse 


The new Lee < 


tember term of cou,m 
and attorneys fror,n, ^ 


courthouse, started in 1900, was completed in 1901 and formally opened In the Sep- 
j presiding judges were John D. Crabtree, Judge Baume and Judge Shaw. Judges 
lions of the state and hundred* of. LM Cfliafts oitifrmi attended tt> qpfog 
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1900.. .Work Starts on New Courthouse 


'Ring in the New Century9 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 31,1900)—No excuse ex- 


cept severe illness should deter anyone from being wide 
awake and thoroughly alive to what is transpiring when 
the hour of midnight strikes tonight. 


The world is waiting for a new century. The great- 


est century since man's advent is passing and a greater 
one is upon us. Let the twentieth century be heralded 
with bells and whistles. One hundred years ago there 
were no steam whistles. One hundred years from now 
there will be none. Then let the whistles shriek. 


:. Editor Outpaces 
~ Population Count 


In his boundless optimism con- 


cerning the progress and attrac- 
tions of his city. Editor Shaw was 
ever prone to overestimate Dixon's 


• 
population. Although the city pop- 
^ ulation made steady progress, the 
-• increase in number of her citizens 


was never so rapid as to overtake 


". the glowing figures the editor-in- 


chief of The Telegraph laid down 


,,, proudly for everyone's informa- 


tion. 
— 


Thus it( was that every decade 


the 
cold' water of reality was 


dashed upon Editor Shaw's roseate 
dreams to the tune of 2,000 to 
4,000 souls by the hard and un- 


„ yielding figures of the United 


States Census Bureau. 


CenMis Figure* Arrive 


When on Nov. 30, 1900, the cen- 


„ sus figures arrived, The Telegraph' 
- editor swallowed his disappomt- 
.. ment and turned the situation into 
- humor. Said he: 


"The census takers have not 


been as good to us as we have 
been to ourselves. Like our sister 


"„ villages in this part of the state, 


Dixon has been trailing around in 


~ the skirts of a city of ten or 


twelve thousand, and putting on 
the airs of a mature person. 


"Now here comes the report of 


the government and says: 'Dixon, 
^ you're a pretty nice little place; 


but your infant industries have not 


• been prospering as greatly as you 


had supposed, and all the popula- 
tion I can give you this year is 
7,917.' 


"Well, we'll forgive the govern 


went this time. We are thankful 
that we are no smaller and that 


• we have got lots of room to grow." 


World Mark Set 
By Dixon College 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 30 


1900)—Dixon College 
won th 


world's high score football record 
at Athletic Park by defeating the 
DeKalb team yesterday to the 
tune of 152 to 0. 


The features of the game were 


100-yard runs by Jones, Heaps 
O'Brien, Burns, Pollock, Aout, 
Williams, Marker, Metzler, Easton, 
Parcel, Patterson, Hazen, Lowrie 
and Jordan. 


(The game 
mercifully was 


•topped before the second half was 
ended. There were 27 touchdowns 
It 5 points each and 17 field goals 
at 1 point.) 


PLAN RIVER TRIP 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 29, 


1900)—Next week Frank Palmer, 
IV. A. Schuler, Clarence Cortright, 
and H. W. Carver will embark in 
two boats for a long- journey down 
Rock River to the Mississippi and 
that stream to Arkansas, where 
they will spend the winter hunt- 
ing and trapping. 
On their boat 


covers will be painted signs adver- 
tising the Northern Illinois Nor- 
mal school. 


$300,000 IX BUILDING 


The Telegraph reported on Nov. 


24, 1900, that $300.000 had been 
spent in improvements in Dixon 
for the year, including the Lee 
county c o u r t h o u s e , $100,000; 
Dodge Public Library, 
$22,000: 


North Dixon public school, $15,- 
000, and Grand Detour Plow Co., 
$12,000. 


Night School Opens 
For Working People 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 23. 


1900)—Plans have been matured 
whereby a night school will be 
conducted in the Schuler block at 
•Tirst street and Galena avenue, 
beginning Sept. 3, 1900. 


The school, organized by the 


Steinman College, will give to the 
factory employes, clerks, business 
seople and others an opportunity 
.o increase their practical knowl- 
edge at moderate expenditure of 
time and money. 


Thorough work will be done in 


all the common branches, English, 
penmanship, bookkeeping, short- 
land and typewriting and other 
subjects. Perry Stevenson will be 
in charge. 


Boxer Koyoes 1, 
Takes City Title 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 24, 


1900)—The local sports gathered 
in the alley between First and 
River streets last evening and wit- 
nessed a four-round bout between 
Frank Welsh and Lee Jacobs. The 
boys fought for a purse of $2.70 
and the Dixon championship. 


The fight was a good one. In 


the fourth Welsh gave Jacobs a 
stiff left hook on the jaw and a 
jab in the wind with his elbow 
that put Jacobs in a comatose 
state for about three seconds. 
When Welsh saw what he had 
done he was scared and took a 
sudden departure. He soon collect- 
ed himself and returned for the 
purse, but found the place de- 
serted. 


Welsh's victory over 
Jacobs 


must have elated him for within 
a short time he was matched to 
fight Bum Woodyatt for a purse 
of $16. The fight took place In a 
hall 
before 
a 
few 
spectators 


Woodyatt was doing just about as 
he pleased with Welsh when in the 
third round he got A heavy swing 
on the Jaw from Welsh's right am 
his chances for the $16 were no 
longer. 


Orchestra Performs 
Operatic Selections 


On Dec. 10. 1900., the famous 


Innes orchestra of 70 members 
performed a matinee in the Opera 
House 
with 
selections 
from 


"Faust" and the "Anvil Chorus." 


Sponsoring the event were Mes- 


damcs: F. A, Watson, H. E. Paine, 
Leonard Andrus, C. C. Hunt, L. W, 
Mitchell, George H. Squires, E. E. 
Shaw, George Steel, Charles No- 
ble, C. A. Todd, William F. Strong. 
Rowland Pago. J. L. Hartwell. Dr. 
Owen. J. B. Dllle. W. J. McAlpine. 
T. Tibbets. George C. Heritage and 
Miss Bessie Eells. 


PERFORM ON WIRE 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 8. 


1900)—As they had advertised. 
Professors Worth and Boycr gave 
an interesting exhibtion this noon 
of high bicycle riding. They per- 
formed upon a cable stretched 
across the river between two poles 
just below the water works pump- 
ing station. 


PBINTS COLOR PAGES 


The Dixon Telegraph printed 


full color front and back pages for 
its 1900 Christmas edition. 


1899 -1900. 


..atthe turn of a CENTURY 


Phinney's Band Plays 
For Dixon Audience 


On April 26, 1900. Phinney's 
United States band performed in 


Dixon at the college chapel, The 
Telegraph reported. 


Selections included: "The Old 


Battle Flag," "Forget Me Not," 
"National Fantasia." "Nearer My 
God to Thee," "And They All 
Walked 
Away," 
"Meadowlark," 


grand selection from 
"Attila," 


"From Battlefield to Fireside," 
"T e nt i n g 
Tonight," 
"Tramp, 


Tramp, Tramp." "Red. White and 
Blue," "Dixie,"- "Carry Me Back 
to Old Virginia," "Just Before the 
Battle, Mother," 
"The Vacant 


Chair," and "Star Spangled Ban- 
ner." 


First Horseless Carriage West of Chicago 


The above steam-powered "Locomobile" was the first "horseless carriage" west 


of Chicago, and was owned by Dr A. F.Moore of Dixon. An unidentified man poses at 
the helm of the road steamer in July, 1900. 


i 
; 


Dr. Moore Buys 
New Locomobile 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 9, 


L900)—Physicians are generally 
.he first to recognize the advan- 
ages of the horseless carriage in 
their professional work. Finding it 
necessary to increase his facilities 
for travel, Dr. A. F. Moore went 
,o New York last week, where he 
mrchased a Locomobile which will 
>e the first to make its regular 
appearance upon our streets. 


The machine is of very neat con- 


struction and of the Stanhope pat- 
tern. It weighs but 600 pounds, is 
iropellPd by steam, which is found 
to be the most satisfactory means 
of propulsion, and will travel with 


speed ranging from very slow 


to 45 miles per hour. 


It has bicycle wheels and lamps, 


one seat and the running gear is 
finished in maroon and the box 
black. 


Dance Introduces 
Loud' Shirt Waist 


(Evening Telegraph Aug. 25, 


1900)—The thunder wasn't in it 
ast evening with the shirt waists 
at the Kaylor-Maxwell dancing 
ing party. Nearly all the colors of 
the rainbow were represented and 
the shirt waist now has a prestige 
that will make it a favorite o» the 
dancing floor in the future. 


One was almost lost in the maze 


of color. The Dixon Mandolin club 
furnished music. 


PROPOSED HOSPITAL 


On Dec. 8, 1900, The Telegraph 


announced that the state board of 
charities was considering location 
of the proposed state hospital for 
epileptics at the C. H. Hughes 
place on Pine Creek near Dixon. 


MUTTS MULTIPLY 


(Evening Telegraph, May 24, 


1900)—Never in the history of 
Dixon has it been so overrun with 
dogs of all description as at pres- 
ent. 


NEW CITY LIMITS 


On Dec. 8, 1900, the city coun- 


cil added the west end and the 
Beltoview additions to the city cor- 
poration In the Interests of the 
Grani Detour Wagon company. 


Cereal Mill Starts 
Making Grain Goods 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 13, 


1900)—The Dixon Cereal company 
has purchased the Baldwin mill on 
Depot avenue and has remodeled 
and fitted it with new machinery. 
Officers are John Forrest, presi- 
dent: Hugh McCartney, secretary 
and treasurer, and J. A. Forrest, 
superintendent. 


Among the products to be man- 


ufactured are flour, corn meal, 
oat meal, buckwheat flour, whole 
wheat 
Hour, rye graham flour, 


wheat'graham flour, pearl barley 
and all kinds of mill feed such as 
oats, shorts, wheat 
bran and 


shorts, barley shorts, etc. 
Golf Club Opens 
At Assembly Park 


In 1900 a golf club was organ- 


ized in Dixon under the auspices 
of the Rock River Assembly, with 
a membership of 40 at $10 apiece 
annually. 


The golf links were laid out and 


completed at Assembly Park and 
Steinman Institute and were com- 
pleted June 5, 1900, according to 
a report by The Telegraph. In- 
struction began June 12 by T. A. 
Larcey, the first pro. The distance 
of the course was two miles. 
New Industry Begins 
Building Wagons 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 8, 


1900)—Within two or three days 
the organization of the Grand De- 
tour Wagon Company will be per- 
fected and their factory will be 
in West End Addition. 


The capital stock of the new 


company will be $60.000 and Dixon 
people who will take stock are: O. 
B. Dodge, C. H. Noble, L. D. De- 
ment, M. Cookson and F. O. Cole 
man. At least 50 men will be em- 
ployed to start 


GRID TEAM HONORED 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 4, 


1900)—The Dixon College eleven 
won honor to themselves, their 
school and .our city on the grid- 
Iron in Chicago yesterday, when 
they crossed the goal for the first 
touchdown of the Reason against 
Chicago University. The score was 
2.1-5, Chicago University, but the 
Chicago 
coach. 
Amos 
Alonzo 


Stagg, praised the Dixon team. 


Athletic Park 
Built in 1900 


Dixon College Athletic Park was 


completed in 1900 at a cost of $1,- 
500. 


Plans called for a park 300 x 400 


feet enclosing a 100-yard straight- 
away and a football and baseball 
diamond, with a race course 30 
feet wide and a fifth of a mile in 
length skirting the park. It was 
north of the college between Di- 
vision street and the River and 
College avenue and Perry street. 


The grandstand was planned to 


seat 700, with adjoining bleachers 
to" seat 800 additional people. 


Thousands at Ceremony 
When Corner-Stone Is Laid 


July 17, 1900, was described as 


"one of the greatest days in Dix- 
on's history." 


It was on that day that the 


ceremonies were held for the lay- 
ing of the cornerstone of the Lee 
county courthouse which has stood 
on a hill in Dixon for a half-cen- 
tury as a symbol of justice and 
democratic government. 


Crowds from all parts of the" 


countryside gathered in Dixon on 
that memorable Tuesday and busi- 
ness throughout the county was 
generally suspended. 


Heralding the event, The Eve- 


ning Telegraph printed a special 
supplement, an invitation to Dixon, 
with a complete program in detail 
and historical background. 


Special Train* Arrive 


Special trains arrived the night 


before and early on the morning 
of the 17th, bearing visitors from 
Sycamore, DeKalb, Rochelle, Men- 
dota. Sterling, Chicago, and many 
other nearby communities. 


Preparations were made to en- 


tertain more than 20,000 people— 
the largest crowd ever to gather 
m the city. Many committees had 
worked long and diligently to plan 
the various events and the streets 
were decorated by merchants and 
residents. 


Two baseball games were on the 


day's program—one in the morn- 
ing1, and another in the afternoon, 
between the Paw Paw club and 
the Dixon Regulars at Athletic 
Park in West Dixon. 


The afternoon ceremonies be- 


gan at 1 o'clock in the courthouse 
square with music by the Franklin 
Grove band. Fifteen minutes later 
the Ashton band played appropri- 
ate music. 


Procession Start* 


At 1:30 the procession was 


formed by James H. Thompson, 
who acted as marshal of the day, 
and assistants C. E. Frisby, G. G. 
Messer, George W. I. Brown and 
James Peach. 


In the parade were the Dixon 


band; Company G, Illinois Nation- 
al Guard; Dixon Fife and Drum 
Corps; Franklin Grove band; Dixon 
Post, G.A.R.; Regulation Drum 
and Bugle Corps: Knights of the 
Globe; Knights of the Maccabees; 
Sons of Veterans; Sixth Regiment 
Band of Sterling; Sterling Masons: 
Mendota Masons; Ashton band; 
Princeton Masons; Lafayette band; 
Morrison Masons; Polo Masons; 
Franklin Grove Masons; Paw Paw 
band; Grand Lodge Master Ma- 
sons: Dixon Masons; Dixon Col- 
lege band; Dixon fire department; 
and carriages. 


With banners flying, the proces- 


sion extended for nearly a mile 
and marched through the streets 
to the courthouse square. 


Judge Crabtree Preside* 


Judge John D. Crabtrce was the 


presiding officer of the ceremonies 
at the courthouse square and 
started ceremonies with a brief ad- 
dress during which he described 
the new building as "one of which 
we, our children and our children's 
children will be proud of." 


The main speaker of the cere- 


monies was Judge Christian C. 
Kohlsaat of the U. S. District 
Court of Chicago. He outlined the 
growth of Dixon from the city's 
founding to the turn of the cen- 
tury and paid high tribute to all 
the men and women who had con- 
tributed to the glory of the com- 
munity. He said in his address: 


"Men and women of Lee county, 


the event you celebrate this after- 
noon is full of significance. On 
days like this the fates change 
horses,. Justice hitherto has lived 
in tents among you. This is her 
firm abiding place. The building 
here erected will typify the prog- 
ress you have made. In it you will 
find the crystalization of your 
ideals. It will express your idea of 
the permanence of our institu- 
tions and government. It must 
stand for the enforcement of law 


and the triumph of right. 
It 


is the peerless temple of the -re- 
public—God, its architect—we, th» 
builders." 
- ^ 


' Masons Lay Cornerstone 
The Masonic service of laying 


the corner-stone was described aj 
"beautifully impressive" and was 
conducted by Grand Master of Ma- 
sons of Illinois Charles F. Hitch- 
cock of LaSalle, assisted by grand 
officers and deputies. 


The ceremonies were concluded 


by a benediction pronounced by 
the grand chaplain. 
,The actual cost of the buildup 
was $124,203.78. This sum was 
broken down as follows: Building 
alone, $103,394.94; wooden furni- 
ture, $8,818.70; metal furnishings, 
$4,816; street wall, walks and 
grading, S7.174.14. 


To raise the money for the 


building a $90,000 bond issue was 
written. These bonds were to ma- 
ture at regular intervals with 
51,000 payments. 
The difference 


between the bonds issued and tjs, 
actual cost of the building wafi 
raised by taxation. 


Board of Supervisors 


The board of supervisors Includ- 


ed E. W. Smith, chairman; W. W. 
Gllmore, Hugh McGuirk, M. A, 
Crawford, T. L. Philips, M. A. Gir- 
ton, George W. Smith. These su- 
pervisors made "up the building 
committee. Other supervisors were 
James Kirby, A. J. Tompkins, J. 
M. Trostle, William S. Frost, E. C. 
Parsons, N. A. Cortright, Williaffl 
Anderson, John W. Wadsworth, 
John M. Gardner, Hugh Fitzpat- 
rick, Henry Shippert, W. W. Har- 
din, M. Sullivan, George J. Barth, 
E. C. Lamb, F. L. Childs and F. E, 
Rogers. 


George W. Smith was chairman 


of the building committee. 
Th« 


contractor was W. J. McAlpina 
and Charles E. Brush was the ar- 
chitect. 


The new courthouse was forma'Sf 


ly opened In the Sept«citoer term 
of 
court, 1901. 
ThB presiding 


judges were Judge John D. Crab- 
tree, Judge Baume and Judge 
Shaw. 


Judges and attorneys from all 


sections of the state and hundreds 
of Lee county citizens attended 
this opening ceremony. 
20 Start Club 
4 


At Bowling Alley 


(Evening Telegraph.' Apr. 12. 


1900)—Dixon people have not had 
the privilege of bowling until A. 
U. Thomas erected the excellent 
double alley in the basement of 
the Appleford building on First 
street. 


Last night 20 ladies and gentle- 


men were present from 7:30 t? 
10:30 and the balls were kept bus*) 
while the room echoed to the mer- 
riment of the players. The gams 
was new to nearly all, yet som» 
excellent scores were made. 


The ladies played unusually weUj 


but their efforts at speed some« 
times started them after the ball, 
to the amusement of companions. 


Dr. Claude Backus was elected 


president, Ernest Farrand, treas- 
urer, and Charles R. Leake, secre- 
tary. 
' 


Other charter members are: w; 


W. Gilbert. Prof. Turnbull, J. J. 
Hyland, G. H. T. Shaw, H. U. 
Bardwell, H. T. Noble. Amos Bos- 
worth, F. E. Leake and W. C. Har- 
bcrt. 


WINS SHOOTING MEDAL 
(Evening Telegraph, May 21, 


1900)—The Board of Trade dia- 
mond badge 
Woodford at 
ment of the 


won by Burt P. 
the recent tourna-^ 
Illinois State Guv 


Club association is now displayed 
m the show window of G. O.-Wen- 
del, jeweler. The diamond set on 
the pendant Is valued at S500. 


The Old Courthouse 


The old courthouse, which was replaced by the present structure, served Lee 


county for 60 years and its walls echoed to the eloquence of men of national renown. 
Within its upper rooms Stephen A. Douglas advocated the election of Franklin 
. Pierce, and later explained his own action with regard to the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise. 


In the square surrounding the courthouse others—including Abraham Lincoln 


—addressed the citizens of the county at outdoor rallies. 


When the building was demolished in 1900 to be succeeded by the newer struc- 


ture, court was held for a time in the Schuler building at 401 First street, 
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1901... Telegraph Observes 50th Year 


Public Library Presented 
To Dixon by O. B. Dodge 


For all to read, there is a mosaic inscription above the 


central desk at the Dixon Public Library which says: 


"0. B. Dodge Library Building." 
... it might well add: "For all those who read." 
When, in 1901, Mr. Dodge gave to the city of Dixon the 


present library building, it was valued at $20,000—now, on 
the 50th anniversary of that donation, the value has in- 
creased to about $160,000 . . . and yet it must be said that 
no monetary estimate can be placed on the value of an insti- 
tute which offers to Dixon one of the finest collections of 
books of any town in Illinois of comparable size. 


On Saturday, February 16, 1901,' 


the O. B. Dodge Library building 
was formally opened to the citizens 
of Dixon. The librarians, Miss 
Elizabeth Camp and Miss Mary F. 
Wynn, held'- open house for the 
children in the morning and for 
the adults in the afternoon' Music 
was provided by W. H. Smith's or- 
chestra. 


Engraved Invitations 


Engraved 
invitations 
invited 


"yourself and ladies" to the dedi- 
catory exercises at 7:30 in the eve- 
ning with B. F. Shaw, publisher 
of The Evening Telegraph, 
as 


chairman. 


During the formal ceremonies, 


Mr. Dodge presented his gift to the 
city and Mayor C. H. Hughes ac- 
cepted. E. E. Wingert spoke for 
the library board and Judge R. S. 
Farrand accepted in behalf of the 
citizens. 


Henderson's orchestra, stationed 


in the balcony, played for the eve- 
ning reception and American Beau- 
ty roses, sent from Chicago by 
friends of Mr. Dodge, were given 
to the ladies. It is recorded that 
585 persons attended the 30-min- 
ute program that evening. 


Although the O. B. Dodge Li- 


brary as such celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year, the history 
of a library in Dixon actually goes 
back much further — to the year 
1872, when the Dixon Hose com- 
pany No. 1 began its small sub- 
scription library. 
. , 
public Subscription 


For a short time the library was 


open to members of the Hose com- 
pany only, but in 1873 it became a 
public subscription library, open to 
men for a fee of one dollar a year 
or a" gift of one book a year. It 
»vas open then only on Sunday aft- 
ernoons. 


On May 17, 1895, the council 


passed the ordinance establishing 
a city library to be known as the 
Dixon Public Library. Since it re- 
quired a year for a municipality 
to levy and collect funds, the hose 
company continued to operate the 
library until June 1, 1896. At that 
time they turned their collection of 
2600 volumes over to the first li- 
brary board appointed by the may- 
or and the council. 


By Illinois statute under city 


form of government, the library 
has nine trustees appointed by the 
mayor and city council for terms 
of three years, three expiring each 
year. For this service they may 
receive no compensation. All of 
the members of this first board 
were important men in Dixon busi- 
ness, educational and civic affairs; 
O. B. Dodge, 
Charters, B. 
Squires, J. B. Dille, William Jen- 


J. C. Ayers, J. B. 
F. Shaw, G. H. 


kins, C. J. Jocelyn, and E. E. Win- 
gert. 


Located on First Street 


When the Dixon Hose company 


was operating the library, it was 
located at 121 E. First street 
where it remained until it moved 
into the present location at 221 
South Hennepin avenue. 


In 1902 the library inherited 


515,000 from the estate of Theron 
Cumins. This will was dated May 
17, 1896, the same date the city 
council passed the ordinance estab- 
lishing the Dixon Public library. 
The terms and conditions were 
flexible, allowing for changing 
conditions. By the time the be- 
quest was paid, the library had al- 
ready occupied the O. B. Dodge 
Library building for a year. There- 
fore, the principal was invested 
and for many years the interest 
was used to buy books while the 
new building was being furnished 
and equipped. Each book pur- 
chased with this money carried the 
"Theron Cumins Fund" book plate. 
Many books in the collection to- 
day bear this label. In later years 
the policy was changed and the in- 
come allowed to accumulate for 
major expenses and improvements. 
It was a great aid in securing the 
new lighting which has so trans- 
formed the building. In 1950. a 
card catalog cabinet for the chil- 
dren's department, a permanent 
piece of furniture was purchased 
from this fund. 


4,000 Volume!* In 1901 


By 1901, th% library book collec- 


tion had grown to about 4,000 vol- 
umes. In 1951, the total collection 
is approximately 30,000 volumes, 
including bound magazines and 
newspapers. 


The building has been kept in 


good repair which was sometimes 
a great financial struggle, and the 
well-selected book collection has 
grown steadily through 50 years. 


For many years the library was 


open on Sunday afternoons, but 
with the increase of automobiles, 
movies and radio, libraries are no 
longer open on Sundays. In Dixon 
the library also closes on those 
holidays when both schools and 
businesses close, and on Thursday 
afternoons 
during the summer 


months. 


The Dixon library is particular- 


ly proud of the local history col- 
lection. Although far from com- 
plete, it is a sizable and very use- 
ful collection of books, pamphlets, 
and pictures relating to the early 
history of Illinois, Dixon, and Lee 
county. The nucleus was the gift 
to the library in 1922 of the Wil- 
ham Barge collection by his son, 
Charles Barge. From that begin- 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. G) 


They Kept the Peace in 1901 


These formidable members of the Dixon police force 


guarded the peace of the city during 1901. They are 
(left to right): Andy Phalen, Edward Whetstein, Chief 
W. H. Woodyatt, Charles Ball and John Loftus. 


Dixon Public Library 


i 


West Side Regular Baptist Church 
To Complete 50 Years in September 


The West Side Regular Baptist 


church, formerly known as the 
West Side Congregational church, 
was firs' organized in early Sep- 
tember, 1901, following a series of 
evangelistic meetings held ;n a 
tentHhat summer by Rev. R. K. 
Stetson. 


The church building now used 


was dedicated March 3, 1902, at 
the present site, 313 Van. Buren 
street. Rev. J. G. Brooks was the 
was first organized in early Sep- 
tember 15, 1901, to February 15, 
1906. There were 62 charter mem- 
jDers when the church was organ- 
ized. 


A parsonage was purchased in 


1904 which served until 1946 when 
it was sold and the present parson- 
age was acquired on July 28, 1948. 


Present Pastor 
' 


Rev. Adam L. Lutzweiler, Sr. 


has served as pastor since June 1, 
1949, shortly yafter conducting a 
series of special services in April 
to succeed Rev. George A. Mc- 
Cauley. 


The church voted on April 30, 


1947, to discontinue membershio 
with the Congregational-Christian 
Conference and the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica (now known as the National 
Council). The name of the church 
was changed to the West Side 
church. 


During recent pastorates it be- 


came the practice to 'receive into 
the fellowship of the church only 
those who had been immersed, or 
were willing to obey the Scrip- 
tures by being baptized as a con- 
dition of membership upon profes- 
sion of fath in the death and re-( 
surrection of Christ as their only 
Savior. The abandonment of the 
practice of sprinkling (both infant 
and adult) and 
Scriptural form 


a return to the 
of immersion of 


a 
believers in Christ resulted in 
natural desire for the congrega- 
tion to adopt the name of the 
church consistent with the prac- 
tice of the New Testament doc- 
trine. On March 19, 1950, at a 
regular Sunday morning service, 
the present name of the church 
was adopted. 


Missionary Work 


The church has increased its 


missionary 
program 
in 
recent 


years, and has a special speaker 
once each month from various 
Mission agencies which represent 
all the fields of the world. On Aug- 
ust 5, 1950, Miss Kathryn L Lo- 
vell, a member of the church, was 
sent on a missionary assignment 
to Manaus, Brazil. Two members 


South Dixon High, School Football Team 


South Dixon high school football team for 1901 won seven games, lost one, tied 


one. They were (left to right): front row—George Egler, Earl B. Smith and Percy 
Bradshaw; middle row—George Peach, Robert Conners,' John Richardson, John Best, 
Jacob A. Snyder and George C. Dixon; back row—Coach William Kirkpatrick, Leslie 
Crawford, John Flint Dille, Growr Weimar Tracy, Dick Dement, Walter Levi and 
Thomas Graff. Southland North Dixon teams sometimes combined to play other teams. 


WEST SIDE REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCH 


of the church are now students at 
Northwestern Bible school. They 
are William and Richard Boehme. 


The Dorcas Society was organ- 


ized in 1902 and has been active 
unto the present time. Since Aug- 
ust, 1949, the church has given 10 
per cent of all offerings for the 
general fund for missions. This is 
in addition to the regularly desig- 
nated gifts to Missions. 


At a special meeting the church 


voted to affiliate with the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches 
w h i c h 
represents 
independent 


churches in the United States in a 
protest against modernism and 
apostasy. 


Annual Obeservances 


The annual observances of the 


church include Mother's Day, Chil- 
dren's Day, Rally Day, also the 
Christmas and Easter services. 


Sunday school with classes for 


every age is held at 9:45 a. m., 
and Sunday morning worship serv- 
ices at 10:45. Youth groups meet 
at 6:30 p. m., and an evangelistic 
service at 7:30 p. m. A prayer 
meeting is held each Wednesday 
at 7:30 p. m. 


Witzleb Plumbers in 
Business for 50 Years 


The Witzleb Plumbing company, 


located at 214 First street, ob- 
serves the business slogan: "We 
don't aim to do the most—but the 
best." 


This year marks the firm's 50th 


anniversary, having been* estab- 
lished in 1901. The company cm- 
ploys five persons—offering plumb- 
ing and heating services and re- 
tail plumbing, heat and electrical 
appliances. The products used by 
the firm include those 
of 
the 


American Rod and Sanitary Cor- 
poration, Kohlcr of Kohlcr, Crane 
Company,' Frecport Softener, Hoff- 
man and Rheem Automatic gas 
heaters and General Electric ap- 
pliances. 


The company Js a member of 


the Illinois Master Plumbers Asso- 
ciation. 


SHOE FIRM INCORPORATED 


(Evening Telegraph, July 12, 


1901)—Springfield dispatches an- 
nounce the Incorporation of the 
Watson-Plummcr Shoe Company, 
Dixon, with a .capital stock of 
$50,000. 
The incorporators 
are 


Fred A. Watson, Joseph R. Plum- 
mcr and Henry S, Dixon. 


REV. 9. G. BROOKS 
REV. A. L. LUTZWEILER, SR. 


Recalls First Half-Century, 
Looks Forward to Second 


On the afternoon of May 1,1901, 


four months after the dawn of a 
new century, The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph published Its semi-cen- 
tennial edition to mark the begin- 
ning of its second half-century of 
ournalistic service to Dixon and 
vicinity. 
It was with pride In the printers' 


craft and with the satisfaction of 
having performed a service to the 
publio that a handsome, slick 
taper, eight-page souvenir edition 
vaa laid before readers by the two 
Editors Shaw, father and son. 


The Telegraph could well be 


proud of its accomplishment 


Although it had two competitors 


n Dixon and several other news- 
lapers flourished in the county, its 
irculation had climbed to a breath- 
aking 1.600—a figure which left 
ts contemporaries far behind. 


Names Guest Editor 


According to Journalistic custom 


if the day, John H. Moore, a Dixon 
newspaperman, was honored by 
being chosen as guest editor for 
The Telegraph's 50th anniversary 
dition. It was a wise choice, for 
Mr. Moore had presided as "print- 
r's devil" at the birth of the first 
idition of May 1, 1851, when he 
was 16 years of age. 


Reminiscing of that day 50 


years before, Mr. Moore said: 


"Well does the writer remember 


.he morning of the first of May, 
1851, when he washed as well as 
he could the ink from his grimy 
lands and donning his cap and 
coat, proud as the Prince Consort 
on the other side of the water, he 
;ook his first bundle of papers 
under his arm and sallied forth to 
meet an anxiously awaiting con- 
stituency and deliver his employ- 
r's journalistic fledgling. 


Disdains Assistance 


"His youthful companions offer- 


ed their assistance, but, inflated 
with the dignity of his responsible 
position, all assistance was re- 
fused, and he made the round of 
every house in town in less time 
than it took to print the edition." 


In the 50 years since the first 


issue of The Telegraph, Its work- 
ing force had grown from less 
than a half-dozen to a payroll of 
35. From a weekly circulation of 
less than 500 copies, the news- 
paper now delivered 1,000 papers 
daily to subscribers. From a ham 
press which laboriously turned out 
250 copies per hour, the 1901 elec- 
trically-powered press turned ou1' 
1,300 per hour and plans called fo: 
a new Babcock with a printini 
capacity of 2,000 to 2,700 hourly 


Expanded Facilities 


From a humble two room space 


in a building on River street, Thi 
Telegraph now had a magniflccn 
new three-story building of It 
own, erected in 1894. The sputter 
ing tallow candles and lard lamps 
of 1851 had in 1901 become electric 
lights. To the telegraph and th< 
ox and horse teams there had been 
added the telephone, electric pow 
er, the phonograph, the automo 
bile and the motion picture. 


The semi-centennial edition o: 


The Telegraph was also an occa 
slon for honoring all Its old sub- 
scribers, living and dead. 


In concluding, The Telegraph 


said: 
"Starts Second Half-Century" 
"Through all these years The 


Telegraph 
remains, and today 


starts with high hopes and bright 
prospects on the second half ol 
Its centennial race. In the past 11 
has been a faithful chronicler of 
the most important events in the 
lives of many of Its readers; anc 
now, taking a farewell backward 
glance over the years that have 
gone, it turns with cheerfulness 
and hope to the unknown .future.' 


"Realizing that its interests ever 


have been, are, and ever will be 
bound up with the'lnterests of the 
community It srves, it will not 
only be a faithful purveyor of the 


news of the day, but a fearless ad- 
vocate of what it deems to be right 
n principle and. policy, public and 
irivatc, using its best endeavor td 
mild up the most permanent pros- 
perity In city and country, and ad- 
vocating such measures as, in iU 
udgment, shall conserve the high- 
est good to the greatest number. 


To Those Looking' Ahead 


'Some of those who are standing 


now, where ~"50 years ago the 
.vriter stood, looking into an un- 
cnown future bright with opening 
>rospects of usefulness in the days 
o come, at the end of the next half 
century will stand where the 
writer now stands; The world no 
onger before them, but behind. 


"When that time shall' come, 


may. they look back over the past 
with-little to regret And as the 
past fades from view, may the 
•ista of the future, to their spirit- 
ual vision grow more beautiful and 
Tight 'neath the sunset sky than 
anything foreshadowed in their 
jarly dreams." 
N.I.N.S Changed 
To Dixon College 


(Evening Telegraph, 'June 1, 


1901)—At Springfield Monday ar- 
icles of incorporation were filed 
for the Dixon College. 
The in- 


corporators were J. B. Dille, S. H, 
Bethea, John I. Dille, C. C. Rear- 
Ck, L. B. Neighbour and J. M. 
Kniseley. 


The articles of 
incorporation 


were granted by Secretary of 
State Rose and were filed for rec- 
ord at the Lee County courthouse 
yesterday. 


The former name of the Institu- 


tion was the Northern 
Illinois 


STormal School and Dixon Busi- 
ness College. The new name la 
much more convenient and obvi- 
ates all confusion with the North- 
ern Illinois Normal School at De- 
Kalb. 


The Dixon College, now includes 


a college of letters and science, 
normal college, college of 
law, 


college of pharmacy, college of en- 
gineering, business college, college- 
of stenography, of telegraphy, of 
oratory, of music, school of art, 
and academy and school of cor- 
respondence. 


The business of the college will 


be conducted by flve trustees, to 
be selected annually by tho Incor- 
porators. 
I. E. Miller & Son 
Observe 50 Years 


J. E. Miller and Son, Chrysler 


and Plymouth dealers located at. 
218 E. First street, observe their 
50th anlnvcrsary this year. 


In 1901 the firm 
was estab- 


lished and sold Oldsmoblle cars at 
that date. 


The company employs six work- 


ers and occupies a two-floor build- 
ing, 50 by 120 feet. In addition 
to auto sales, the company pro- , 
vldcs a repair shop and sells Tex- 
aco gasoline and oils and Havollne 
and Valvollne oils. 


The company provides the lat- 


est modern, up-to-date equipment 


PLOW COSIPANY JOINS TIUJST 


On June 14,1901, The Telegraph 


reported that the Grand Detour 
Plow company joined a $70,000,- 
000 trust composed of 20 or more 
plow manufacturers of the mid- 
dle west. 


114 SMITHS 


According to a city directory 


published in the early 1900s there 
were 114 Smiths, 72 Millers, 46 
Murphys, 45 Blackburns and 40 
Johnsons in Dixon. 


New Lee County Courthouse 


The new Lee county courthouse, started in 1900, was completed in 1901 and formally opened In the Sep. 


tember term of court. The presiding judges were John D. Crabtree, Judge Baume and Judge Shaw. Judges 
and attorneys iron, all lections of the state and hundreds <rf LM counitf citizens attended fb* Mating r 
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1902... Elks Stage Giant Corn Festival 


Dixon Knights of Columbus 
Near Half-Century Mark 


Council 690, Knights of Colum- 


bus of'Dixon, was organized June 
29, 1902, at a meeting of men, 
most of whom were members or 
St. Patrick's church, in the Opera 
House on Galena avenue. 


The Dixon council of K of C 


members met at the "Opera House 
twice monthly for the next three 
years. 


The first Grand Knight was 


Michael J. Maloney. 


In 1905 the Knights began hold- 


ing meetings on the third floor of 
Edward Vaile's building on First 
street, later meeting on the second 
floor of the Ford garage on First 
street. After a fire destroyed the 
building, members met at the 
Moose hall on First street. 


Buys Present Home' 


In 1926 the Dixon K of C coun- 


cil purchased the' building at 506 
Third street,-where the grouo has 
met ever since'. 


The Knights of Columbus in 


Dixon was the' first organization 
to solicit funds for the American 
Red Cross in the city shortly after 
World War I. 


The council will observe its 50th 


anniversary - next 
year, 
when 


members hope to .celebrate the 
occasion by burning the mortgage 
on the home, which is expected at 
that time to be free from indebted- 
ness. The observance will'also hon- 
or about 12 chartcr^members still 
living.- "'. '* ' • ' ' . 


Charter Members 


Charter members ~*t the first 


meeting were John J. Armstrong, 
Francis L. Barry, Joseph T. Barry, 
Ed F. Cahill, James-F. Carney, 
Thomas B. Coffey, George B. A. 
Erwin, John E. ^rwin, James F. 
Ford, John E. Ford, Charles H. 
Franklin, William F. Hogan, Pat 
R. Hennessey, Christopher Kelly, 
Royal Jones, James A. Knapla, 
Joseph McName and William B. 
Murray. 


Charlet N. Madick, Walter E. 


O*Malley, Charles Slain, Peter J. 
O'Malley, Joseph M. O'Malley Pat- 
rick O'Malley, Michael J. Sullivan, 
William Tague, Edward W. Valle, 
Frank G. Vaile, Thomas H. Arm- 
strong, Thomas E. Burns, John H. 
Coffey, Michael Conroy, William 
J. Cahill, Joseph Carney, M. J. 
Drew and George Drew. 


William Dowd, Dennis J. Denny, 


Charles H. Fegers, Michael Foley, 
John W. Kelley, Michael J. Ma- 
loney, Phillip McGrath, Edward J. 
McGrath, F. McKendrlck, James 
O'Malley, James McMahan, George 


O'Malley, Charles K. O'Malley, 
Michael 
O'Mal.'ey. 
Edward 
J. 


O'Malley, M. J. Naylon and Frank 
J. Cahill. 


Present Officers 


Officers 
for 1950-51 include: 


Grand Knight, Kenneth Joyce; 
Deputy Grand Knight, Dave Kelly; 
Chancellor. Joe Conroy; Warden, 
Eugene Fane; Treasurer, Joseph 
M u r p h y ; Financial Secretary. 
Charles O'Connor; Inside Guard, 
Joe Garland; Outside Guard, Paul 
Timmons; Advocate, J. R. Fitz- 
simmons; Chaplain, Father John 
Kilduff;• Lecturer, Dean McCrystal 
and trustees, James Corken, John 
Cahill and James J. Burke. 
Dixonites View 
Motion Pictures 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 8, 


1902)—No one should niiss seeing 
the moving pictures that are to be 
given this evening and Saturday 
evening at the Auditorium by D. 
W. Robertson with Edison's latest 
and most perfect invention for 
stereopticon projection, the "Pro- 
jectoscope." • 


• A few of the life motion picture 
titles to be presented are: "The 
Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius," "A 
Visit to Pompeii," "A Visit to St. 
Peter's," "The Roman Forum," 
"The Colosseum," "Venice and Its 
Canals," "The Lion of Lucerne, 
Switzerland," "Capt. Delaware, the 
Lion Tamer," 'The Hat of Many 
Surprises," "The Phrenologist and 
the Animated Head," "The Phe- 
nomenal Antics of a Suit of 
Clothes,' "In Front of St. James 
Palace, London," and "Red Riding 
Hood." 


DIXON FIREMEN WIN 


The Telegraph, on Aug. 8, 1902, 


reported that the Dixon Firemen's 
running 
team 
won the state 


championship at the state fire- 
men's tournament at Blue Island. 
Time was 36 4/5 seconds. 


WAR HERO TALKS 


On Aug. 4, 1902, The Telegraph 


reported, Captain Richmond Hob- 
son, who achieved fame as a hero 
in. the Spanish American War 
when he sank the U.S.S. Merrimac 
at the entrance to Santiago Har- 
bor, Cuba, in an attempt to block 
the Spanish1 fleet, addressed the 
Rock River Lutheran Assembly. 


E. E. Shaw Dies; 
Dixon Saddened 


On Friday, September 5,1902, It 


became the sad duty of The Tele- 
graph to chronicle the death of 
Eustace E. Shaw, second son of 
Benjamin F. and Anna (Eustace) 
shaw and junior proprietor and 
business manager 
of the news- 


paper. 


After a few days illness the jun- 


ior proprietor of The Telegraph 
had suffered a relapse and died 
in a short time from heart trou- 
ble. His untimely death at the 
age of 45 was a stunning blow to 
the civic and business life of Dix- 
on, to his father. The Telegraph 
editoqf in chief, and to his widow 
and three young sons. 


Born and educated in Dixon, he 


had owned a farm for a time in 
Kansas and spent five years learn- 
ing the printing trade in St. Louis, 
when in 1887 he joined his father 
on The Telegraph staff, later be-, 
coming managing editor and busi- 
ness manager. • 


Hundreds Pay Respects 


News of 
his 
death 
brought 


tributes from a saddened commun- 
ity and hundreds paid their final 
respects at his funeral. 


An obituary said in part: 
"In suddenly and unexpectedly 


striking down in the prime of his 
manhood the junior proprietor and 
business manager of The Djxon 
Telegraph, death has touched with 
his shaft very closely the hearts 
01 a large circle of friends in 
this 
community. Evidences of 


sincerest sorrow are manifest far 
beyond the confines of his family 
and 
immediate neighbors 
and 


words of heartfelt 
regret have 


been heard all day from old and 
young in all walks of life. 


"On May 22, 1889, he was unit- 


ed in marriage with Miss Mabel 
Smith of Darlington, Wisconsin, 
who with three young sons. George 
B., Benjamin T. and Robert, sur- 
vive him. In addition to these he 
leaves a deeply bereaved father 
and mother and two brothers— 
Fred, of Denver, and Dr. Lloyd L. 
Shaw of this city." 


FEATURE NAVAL BATTLE 
At a reunion of Spanish Amer- 


ican War veterans on Sept. 10-11, 
1902, the feature attractions were 
launch races and mock naval and 
land battles were 
fought with 


blank ammunition and fireworks, 
tending with the "blowing up of 
the Maine." 


Elks' Club House 


Mor-Milk Firm 
Is 49 Years Old 


The 
Mor-Milk 
Company 
of 


Dixon at 97 Peoria avenue was 
established 49 years ago in 1902 
to provide dietary supplements 
for livestock and poultry. 


The company offers four distinct 


brands of livestock and poultry 
feeding and only quality materials 
are used to fabricate the various 
products. 
The firm serves the 


eastern, midwest and 
northwest 


states with distribution 
through 


nationally known milk-plants, feed 
dealers and feed jobbers. 


Present plans niclude an expan- 


sion of the plant to provide larger 
quarters for processing formulae. 
The firm uses Blue Streak one- 
and-a-half ton vertical feed mix- 
ers and Union Special bag closing 
machines. 


The company is headed by Utley 


Noble, president. 


FACTORY CHANGES HANDS 
(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 25, 


1902) — The 
Watson-Plummer 


company has purchased the busi- 
ness, good will and property of 
C. M. Henderson & Co. The firm 
employs between 1,300 and 1,600 
men at its Dixon plants and has 
between 50 and 60 men on the 
road. 


I 


JIM DICKINSON 
— 
FRANCIS GEHANT 


The Only Store in This Com- 


munity Devoted Exclusively to 


Office Supplies and Equipment. 


Established a year ago to meet the growing 


need of this area for everything in office 


materials. Dependable, trustworthy, local- 


operated and owned by Dixon residents. 


Gehant & Dickinson 


WE DELIVER 


'76 Galena Avenue 
Phone 4-0021 


Elks, Organized in 1902, 
Received National Honors 


\ 


A 
special 
dispensation 
was 


granted by. Grand Exalted Ruler 
E. R. Pickett on April 29, 1902, 
for forming ^an Elks 
Club 
m 


Dixon. On August 14. 1902, '.he 
lodge was instituted and the char- 
ter was granted as a memoer 
lodge in the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks as Lodge No. 
779. 


The Exalted Ruler during the 


first year of the newly instituted 
lodge was Robert C. Eaton and 
the lodge immediately began grow- 
ing in membership and prestige 
in the community. 
The original 


meeting hall was above what is 
now the J. C. Penney store and 
later was moved to the upper floor 
of the building at the northwest 
corner of East First street and 
Ottawa avenue. The lodge con- 
tinued to grow in the community 
and In 1914 the present building 
was constructed. 


Becomes Popular 


The Elks became one of the 


most popular fraternal organiza- 
tions in the 'community,- reaching 
a membership of more than 800 
during the early 1920s.' 
After 


the crash of 1929 and during the 
early*part of the 1930s, finances 
were the principal worry as they 
were with all individuals and or- 
ganizations. 


In 1937 a program was institut- 


ed to push the organization ahead 
and clean up the mortgage out- 
standing against the lodge home. 
This ambition was realized In 1945 
and at the present time the lodge 
is free of all financial obligations 
and has a membership of more 
than 600. 


In 1939 the Dixon lodge was na- 


tionally recognized and honored by 
having one of its Past Exalted 
Rulers, Henry C Warner, elected 
as Grand Exalted Ruler of the 
Order. 
This 
made the Dixon 


Lodge quite prominent through- 
out the nation. 


Always Aids Needy 


Throughout tho yoars of its ex- 


istence, during the lean years as 
well as the good times, the main 
attributes have never been forgot- 
ten. Constantly 
the lodge re- 


sponds to requests for financial 


HENRY C. WARNER 


aia by the needy and always con- 
tributes to Christmas funds for 
general distribution. One of the 
more worthy causes strongly sup- 
ported is the hospitalization care 
and treatment for crippled chil- 
dren who could not otherwise be 
treated because of finances. 


The order is very patriotic and 


has a public program annually on 
Flag Day in honor of our country's 
flag. 
Annual 
public memorial 


services are held on the first Sun- 
day in December in memory of 
all the departed members of the 
order. 


I'rCM-nt (Mfircrs 


Present officers 
are: 
Exalted 


Ruler, Kenneth Flatt; 
Esteemed 


Leading Knight, Lowell White- 
bread; Esteemed Loyal 
Knight, 


Elwin Glossner; Esteemed Lectur- 
ing Knight. Ralph • L. 
Salzman: 


Esquire, John Cahill; Inner Guard, 
Howard Lieber; 
Tiler, 
Charles 


Duis; Chaplain. Frank J. Dash- 
back: Organist, Harry 
Raffcn- 


berger; Presiding Justice, Warren 
H. Badger: Treasurer, Ward E. 
Wood; 
Secretary, G e o r g e M. 


Joyce: and Trustees, Victor Eich- 
ler, William 
Slothowcr. 
Gerald 


Jones and Hyman Walder. 


Borden Firm Acquired 
Milk Plant Here in 1902 


The oldest condensrry in the 


milk industry is The Bordon Com- 
pany evaporated milk plant at 
Dixon. It was started back in 1888 
when the Anglo-Swiss Company, 
a group of men from Switzerland, 
started an evaporated milk plant 
in Dixon. They also began manu- 
facturing their own cans. Much of 
the machinery was imported from 
Switzerland to start the plant and 
some of the original help was 
Swiss. 


This plant was run by the 


Anglo-Swiss Company "or its suc- 
cessors until 1902 when The Bor- 
den Company oought it Since that 
time it has been 
operated by 


Borden's and supervised by the 
Manufactured Products Division. 
The local superintcnaont is W. A. 
Mueller. 


* 
Plant Capacity 


This plant has a capacity of 


more than 100 million pounds -of 
fluid milk a year. This, in turn, 
becomes more than 40 million cans 
of evaporated milk. 


The Borden plant also houses a 


large can factory. The manufac- 
ture of tin cans In the same build- 
ing, of course, fits in with the con- 
densing operation. 


The factory produces all cans 


used by itself and for other Borden 
condcnseries. The can factory can 
make more than 150 million cans 
a year. 


In the plant also is an operation 


which packages powaercd skim 
milk. 


Also in the Dixon plant Is a 


cheese assembling operation. The 
company purchases cheese from 
independent factories located in 
Lee county and other nearby coun- 
ties. It is a shipping and distribu- 
ting center for both natural and 


processed cheese. 


These different operations 
at 


Dixon employ some 125 people 
making it one ot the larger indus- 
tries in Dixon. It takes normally 
between two and three thousand 
railroad cars a year to ship out 
the material manufactured here. 


Queen, Court Ride on Float 
Drown by Six White Horses 


During the week of Sept. 22-27, 


1902, the Order of Elks, organized 
in Dixon earlier in the year, 
staged a giant Corn Festival. 


Partcipating in the week-long 


celebration were Dixon and sev- 
eral surrounding cities. 


Monday waa Dixon Day; Tues- 


day was Clinton, Fulton, Morrison, 
and Sterling Day; Wednesday was 
Freeport, LaSalle, Mendota and 
Amboy Day; Thursday, Elks' Day, 
Friday, Farmers' Day; and Sat- 
urday. Children's Day. Elks also 
attended from Rockford, Belvi- 
dere, Sycamore, DeKalb and Ro- 
chelle,*on a special excursion'train. 


The coming event was heralded 


weeks in advance on the pages of 
The Telegraph and Dixon and 
Sterling selected queens for the 
festival. 


Elect Corn Queen 


Voting for Dixon's queen had 


reached a fever pitch when the 
contest 
closed Thursday 
night, 


Sept. 18. The votes cost 20 cents 
apiece, and Miss Christine Squires 
was elected when a 5230 block of 
votes was purchased at the last 
minute. 


Runners-up were Misses Carrie 


Moeller. Maud Hughes, Laura Ar- 
cher, Mary Sheehan, Sue Steel, 
Nan Hunt, Minnie Cahill, Mabelle 
Metcalfe, Nellie Bresnahan, Eliza- 
beth Winters, Lorna Dement, Nel- 
lie Mclntyre, Myrtle Lievan, Hor- 
tense Bacharach, Mary Morgan, 
Mary Brown, Marcella Kelly, Susie 
Giles, Gertie Gannon, Caroline Si- 
monson and Clara Preston. 


Miss Squires was crowned by 


Mayor Truman and members of 


Dixon Lodge No. 779, BPOE, at 
the courthouse square on Monday 
night with members of Co. G. of 
the Illinois National Guard as 
guards of honor. Members of h$* 
court were Miss Mary Sheehart, 
Miss Florence Noble, Miss Bald- 
win, and Mrs. Frank Rosbrook. 
Flower girls were Teresa Morse 
and Mary Chandler. ' ' 


Parade on Float 


After the coronation the parade 


featured a huge float shaped like 
an ear of corn with six "milk ' 
white" horses drawing the queen 
and her attendants. 


Free shows for the weeklot^ 


carnival included performing ele- 
phants, a high diver, high wire 
artist, monkey balloonist and the 
Watson sisters, trapeze artists. 


On Tuesday, Miss Natalie Wil- 


bur, Sterling's queen, and her 
court arrived and were paid hom- 
age. 


Entertainment Varied 


Visitors were entertained by 


several band and carnival attrac- 
tions including a merry-go-rourj^ 
and a ferris wheel; a snake char- 
mer; Chiquita, the Cuban midget; 
the statue "turning to life," the 
"crystal maze, or palace of glass," 
the topsy turvy house; motion pic- 
tures; lady 'athletes; vaudeville; 
Sapho and the butterfly dances; 
Minnie, the wild, girl; and the 
Streets of Cairo. 


And Dixon was the birthplace 


of a baby lion during the stay of 
the trained wild animal acts. 
,^ 


Several 
Dixon teams 
stageflr 


football contests for the crowds. 


Carrie Nation Talks Here, 
Wag Startles Barkeepers 


On Feb. 25. 1902, Carrie Nation, 


who had wrought destruction on 
the saloons of Kansas xvith her 
hatchet, arrivedt in Dixon for a 
debate at the Opera House on 
the liquor question. 


The Telegraph reported that she 


signed the register at the Euro- 
pean Hotel as "Carrie Nation, 
Home Defender, Kansas." 


Her arrival was the golden op- 


portunity for one Frank Welsh, 
alias "Mud," of Dixon, to pull a 
practical joke on Dixon saloon- 
keepers. The Telegraph reported 
that he: 


"Electrifies Saloon*" 
. . dressed in rather soiled 


petticoats and with an antique 
skypiece of faded millinery he 
paraded the streets and was 
actually thought by many to be 
the redoubtable Carrie in person. 
Armed with a formidable mallet 
he darted into saloons and electri- 
fied the inmates with his daring 
presence. 
It was a very good 


makeup. 


"The last seen of the counter- 


feit 'Carrie' 
this afternoon 'she' 


disappeared up the stairway lead- 
ing through the Weigle block with 
the police in hot pursuit." 


Likes Llkkor 


That evening the Kansas saloon 


smasher startled her large audi- 
ence during the debate when she 
confided that "I have an appetite 
for strong drink but I hold it under 
complete subjection." 


The Telegraph reported: 
"Mrs. Nation gave a sketch of 


her recent 'smashing' crusade in 
Kansas and of the''joints' she has 
unjointed. 
She says that 
all 


money she receives goes to pay the 
fines adjudged against her in her 
home state, with lawyer's fees. 


"After her remarks she sold 


souvenir, .'hatchets' and copies of 
the 'Smasher's Mail,' a publica- 
tion edited and published by her- 
self." 


On Feb. 
27 The 
Telegraph 


added: 


Also Liken Notoriety 


"Mrs. Carrie Nation left Dixon 


this forenoon happy in the thought 


two days. The most prominent, 
impression, however, which sh«* 
has left behind her is that Carrie 
likes notoriety. 


"Wednesday afternoon she visit- 


ed a majority of the saloons and 
pool rooms of Dixon with, a large 
crowd of small boys and men at 
her heels. She seemed particularly 
attracted by Kagle's saloon and 
her treatment there so pleased her 
that she told the 
jolly 
faced 


proprietor there that she likcdj| 
him. To this he gallantly replied™ 
'So does everybody.'" 


FOOTALL TEAM DISBANDS 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Nov. 11, 


1902 — A proceeding which 
will 


cause secret joy to a number of 
parents is the disbandment of the 
Dixon High School football team. 
Last Saturday's game with Ro- 
chelle, in which their plucky little 
captain, George Dbcon, was seri- 
ously injured, resulted in a con- 
fcrence of the school authorities 
and it was decided to disband the 
team. 


AUTO CAUSES WRKCK 


The Telegraph reported that on 


July 24, 1902, half a dozen rigs 
were damaged in a mixup on the 
Galena avenue bridge with an 
automobile owned by S. S. Dodge 
and driven by Joe Miller. 


' MOVE POLICE STATION 
At a meeting of the city council 


Oct. 3, 1902, it was agreed to move 
city police headquarters from the 
city clerk's office to the city fire 
hall building. 


RECEIVES FLASHLIGHT 
(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 11, 


1902)— Manager L. D. Pitcher this 
morning received from the makers.',! 
in Chicago a pocket electric lamp 
which works with a dry battery. 


FACTORY HIRES 25 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 
4, 


1902)— The Dixon Wrapper and 
Skirt factory now operates 18 


'J 


that she has reformed our city in machines and has 25 employes. 


North Dixon High School Football Team 


North Dixon high school football teamof 1902 Includes (left to right)—first row 


—Charles Hennesy, Clarence 'Mason and Paul Kehr; second row—Frank Lord, Eugene 
Minnihan and Louie Deeter; third row—Herb Greig, E. Soper, Harry Dutcher, George 
Dutcher and John Sterling; and fourth row—Coach Jim Law, Claude Price, Bert An- 
dcrson, William Smart, Albert Burnham and Manager .Walter Page. 
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North Dixon High School Erected in 1900 


'•"-.f *-J J'.'h 
I*'0 
1 
•' 


Liquor 'Cure1 


North Dixon high school building was completed Nov. 20, 1900, by W. J. McAl- 


pine atxa cost of $15,000. The structure was of brick and stone, 64x70 feet, with a 
high basement and two 'stories, the first containing a high school room, a class room 
and the superintendent's office and the second a laboratory and four class rooms. 


Public Library- 
(Continued from page 13. Sec. G) 
ning it has grown. , 


Newspaper Files 


The most nearly complete file in 


«^istence of The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph and other papers pub- 
lished in Dixon are included in lo- 
cal history material. 
Bound and 


on special shelves, they are housed 
in an unheated room in the base- 
ment. Because of their rarity, but 
more especially because of their 
fragility, this room is kept locked 
and only legitimate reference use 
it permitted. 


The 1930 edition of the Dixon 


^i-ening Telegraph published at 
3e time the city celebrated its 
centennial has been reinforced by 
lamination to permit steady use. 


There have been many other 


gifts, varying amounts of money 
and other items of value. Miss Abi- 
gail Haskell bequeathed $1,000 to 


• the library for books. 
The big 


grandfather's clock which stands 
inside the front door was a gift 
from S. S. Dodge. The bronze bust 
cl Abraham Lincoln by the sculp- 
M- 
Leonard Volk. which now 


stands in the Lincoln Alcove was 
given by Mrs. Anna Ayres De- 
ment. 
Also hanging in the Lin- 


coln Alcove is a photograph of 
young Lincoln as The Captain by 
the sculptor Leonard Crunelle; this 
picture was taken by James R. 
Palmer of Rock Island who gave 
the print to the library. 


The local Lions' club gave a pro- 


jected books machine. It throws 
,*e printed page of the book on 
the ceiling. The service is designed 
for use with patients who must lie 
flat on their back. 


Both the Service club and Wan- 


Tan-Ye club have given money for 
the books on film. The collection 
of films includes a few titles suit- 
able for any taste. 


Gift* to Religious Section 


Every year St. Anne's Study 


Guild gives a number of good 
•«oks which add to the growth of 
™e religious section of the library. 


The will of Robert H. Howell 


left his estate jointly to two peo- 
ple- with the Dixon Public Library 
named as devisee after the decease 
of both prior devisees. The build- 
ing at the northwest 
corner of 


First and Peoria streets will thus 
become the property of the library. 


Many items, Including Dr. Oli- 


ver Everett's, fossils, were given 
t-1 the museum which was formerly 


on the balcony at the li- 


for books or recordings. No tax 
money has ever been spent for re- 
cordings. 


Simultaneously with the begin- 


ning of the pirculating record col- 
lection the library began a Listen- 
ers' Course in Music. Mrs. Marga- 
ret J. Powers and Herbert Cham- 
pain gave their time, energy and 
knowledge in t h e s e evenings 
through 
the winter seasons of 


1919, 1949-50, 1950. 


Board Members 


Among the men appointed to the 


original board, was Mr. Dodge, 
who was president until 1919. Aft- 
er his death, Jason C. Ayers was 
president until he died in 1924. 
Others who served in those early 
years included H. W. Baldwin, 
John Erwin, William Jenkins, L. 
B. Neighbor, C. J. Rosbrook and 
E. W. Smith. 


In 1918 the first women were 


appointed: Miss Ruth Dysart who 
served for thirty years, and Mrs. 
H. C. Warner who is president for 
the term 1950-51. Serving also in 
1918 were: C. H. McKenney, J 
B. Lennon, W. F. Hogan, F. D 
Dana, besides O. B. Dodge, J. C. 
Ayers and E. C. Parsons. 
Upon 


the death of Mr. Dodge, Amos 


brary. 
After the Loveland Community 


House was completed all the mu- 
seum items were moved to the up- 
per floor of that building. This left 
the library balcony free for library 
purposes. 
Today it is devoted to 


non-current books and files of 
magazines used for reference. 


New Lighting 


Mr. Cumins' generosity enabled 


£> library to install new lighting 
which necessitated expensive 
wiring throughout the building. 
The same summer the interior was 
redecorated for the/ first time in 
many years. And even with help 
from the interest on the Cumins' 
Fund, lean days came on the Dixon 
Public Library. 


Early in 1948 there was barely 


enough money for operating ex- 
penses and none for books. 
At 


*t time the Friends of the Dixon 
ublic Library was organized with 


Harold Cook as chairman. Almost 
300 individuals, firms and organi- 
zations proved friends Indeed in 
the library's hour of need. The 
money given (about $1,000) took 
care of the book budget until the 
new tax funds were available late 
that spring. A special book plate 
was adopted which is still used for 
books purchased with Friends of 


Library funds. Every Janu- 
and February since then this 


organization has collected -"dues' 
nf one dollar or more to be use< 
for the library, chie/ly for books 
of lasting or permanent value. 


Collection of Recorded Music 
In 1949,. the library inaugurated 
t collection of recorded music for 
circulating just as books do. Tha 
year the Friends' money was use< 
for this project. This innovation 
In the library proved so successful 
[kftleularly in the winter months 
that the 1950 due* were designated 
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the 
ffy 


Bosworth, grandnephew of 
Mr. 


Cumins, was appointed to the 
board, and after the death of Mr. 
Ayres became president which he 
remained 
until January, 
1949, 


when he resigned just before his 
death. ' 


Women have continued to be ap 


jointed. The proportion maintained 
x>day is five women to four men. 
[n addition to the nine people serv- 
ing today the following have served 
at some time between 1919 and 
1950: George A. Campbell, George 
C. Dixon, W. H. Badger, H. U. 
Bardwcll, Miss Caroline Pratt, E. 
B. Raymond, Lee Redfern (1931- 
1949), Miss Dorothy Jane Dodd, 
Mrs. Helene Henderson Forsythe, 
Mrs. Clara M. Hintz, and Carl 
Plowman. 


Present Board 


The board today consists of: 


Mrs. H. C. Warner, president; Miss 
Dorothy Armington, William Haef- 
liger, Mrs. John Devine, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Richards, Robert Preston 
Mrs. Anna Moore, Louis Berrettin 
and Carl Matson. 


Librarians who have served in- 


clude: Miss Elizabeth Camp, Miss 
Mary Wynn, Miss Mary Morgan 
(Mrs. Clyde Smith), Miss Mar- 
garet Scriven and Miss Ruth Mor- 
ris. 


In recent years the tenure has 


not been so long: Joe Langston 
Miss Elizabeth Johnson, and Bcr 
nice W. Karraker (Mrs. O. M.) 
the present librarian who cami 
late in 1948. 


The present library staff con 


sists" of Mrs. 0. M. Karraker, thi 
librarian, and the following peopli 
all of whom work only part-time 
Mrs. A. F. Moore is a desk assist 
ant and cataloger; Miss Helen Mil 
ler is desk assistant and stenogra 
phcr; Miss Ruth Morris and Mis 
Leva Missman are both desk as 


Vew Water Wheel 
increases Power 


(Evening Telegraph. 
July 22, 


897—The Dixon Power & Light- 
ng Company has contracted for 
he latest 1897 improved 56-inch 
Sampson water wheel, which will 
ie here in about six weeks and 
vill be at once placed in 
the 


>roperty recently 
purchased of 


H. D. Dement, just west of their 
>lant. The wheel's manufacturers 
guarantee 91 horsepower with a 
ix-foot head of water. 


There was a 
meeting of the 


,tockholders of the 
Dixon 
Hy- 


draulic company yesterday and it 
was agreed that $1,000 or more 
be expended on repairing the mill 
•ace, work upon which was begun 
.his morning. 


An electric motor will be placed 


n E. S. Parson's building, occu- 
pied by W. J. McAlpine, to fur- 
nish power for his planing mill, 
also for the Squires box factory 
during the work on the race. 


The Reynolds Wire factory Is 


constructing 20 new looms, which 
will be ready to operate as soon 
as all improvements are complet- 
ed. 
The wire factory will then 


resume operations with two forces, 
each force working every alter- 
nate 12 hours from Monday morn- 
ng until Saturday night. 


We are very much pleased to 


see this revival of interest 
and 


sistants; Mrs. J. 
dexes the Dixon 


B. Lennon in 
Evening Tele 


graph; Nancy Whitcombe is . 
page; and John H. Myers is build 
ing custodian. 


BUILDING COSTS 


The Telegraph reported on Dec 


3, 1898, that $213,635 was' spen 
in building during the year in 
Dixon. 


LAWN" SOCIABLE 


(The Evening: Telegraph, Julj 


20, 1899)—The Peerless Dancinj 
club gave their first lawn part;, 
last night at the horn* of Mis 
Annie Turner. It was an idea 
evening for auch an occasion. Th 
lawn was beautifully decorate, 
•with Japanese lanterns and a larg 
platform for dancing- was placet 
on the lawn. 


- ROAD WORK COMPLETED 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 8 


1896)—Duffey A Wallace will fin 
Ish thelf work macadamizing on 
the,Chicago road today and wil 
this week move their crusher, en 
gine and traps to Let Center. 


MAINE IS SUNK 


The Telegraph on Feb. 1«, 1898 


reported the sinking of th« Main 
at Havana, Cuba. 


The Telegraph reported on Nov. 


11,1897, that a Rochelle man, who 
got drunk in Dixon, was taken to 
jail, where Deputy McGowan got 
down a wooden box and pretended 
to take a picture of him for the 
rogue's gallery. 


The newspaper added that the 


drunk "complained and begged, 
but the performance was gone 
through with," and that the next 
day the deputy was "looking for 
the worst picture he can find to 
show the man, hoping it will cure 
him of drinking." 
Piscatorial Sport 
Fun for Youths 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 29, 


189?)—There was piscatorial sport 
galore this morning down at the 
mill race. Boys battling bullheads 
larger than the kids that were 
catching 
them. 
Catfish 
were 


thrown out by the cart load, many 
of them with mouths large enough 
to swallow a Jonah. 


This was the way of it. 
The 


owners of the water power are 
cleaning out the mill race and 
preparatory to the work the water 
was drawn off; shut off to be 
exact. The little pools of water 
were alive with'fish. 


Cat, carp, suckers, bass and 


pickerel floundered in the muddy 
water with boys by the dozen up 
to their backs in water diving 
after the fish. 
Men were there, 


also, providing for a fish dinner, 
and we saw one little girl capture 
a couple of fish and start for 
home as proud as a grown up 
fisherman after a big catch. 


A sinkrhole outside the race, 


between the wall and the river, 
was partially emptied of water 
and there the boys have been 
fishing all day. They stir up the 
mud so the fish cannot be seen 
and fish with' hands and feet. 
resulting in a fearful 
struggle 


when a carp or cat is touched. 


Many large fish have been cap- 


tured. We saw a couple of cat 
that weighed 45 and 52 pounds, 
respectively. 


Bite Is Worse 
Than His Bark 


Two ruffians, who attempted to 


rob Lee Wey, Chinese laundryman, 
on Mar. 3,1898, were sent packing, 
when one of the robbers, in sub- 
jugating the Chinese, made the 


business operations at Dixon's old 
industrial center. For many years 
:here has been enough water pow- 
er (the cheapest power on earth) 
run to waste at the Dixon hy- 
draulic wtorks to have made many 
independent fortunes. 
Wild Goose Spreads 
"Airship" Rumor 


On April 8, 1897, The Telegraph 


reported that an airship passed 
over Dixon. A few days latei the 
newspaper reported: 


"One night during the airship 


excitement a lone wild goos* Hew 
over this city without making a 
honk. 
The 'rubbernecks' saw it 


and great was the uproar. To them 
it was the airship, with the lights 
out, discernable in the bright glow 
of the moon. 


"A half-hour later a whole flock 


of them tlew over and the very 
timid thought that we were about 
to be attacked by a fleet of ships 
from Mars." 


BOY WONDER 


In 1898, a 11-year-old Dixon boy, 


Chad Woodyatt, beat all adult 
comers at billiards, 
the "boy wonder." 


He was called 


USE GASOLINE ENGINE 


When the electric power gave 


out in September, 1898, The Tele- 
graph used a borrowed gasoline 
engine to run its presses. 


ROYAL GUEST 


On Sept. 29. 1898, Queen Liliou- 


kalani of Hawaii arrived in Dixon 
for the hospital benefit reception. 


McKINLEY VISITS HERE 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 11, 


1898)— For a brief time this morn- 
ing President McKinley and his 
guests, on their special 
train, 


stopped at the Northwestern de- 
pot and were the recipients of an 
enthusiastic ovation from the great 
crowds of people. Several persons 
were hurt in the rush to shake the 
president's hand, 


JOINS COUNTRYMAN STORE 


(The Evening Telegraph, July 


19, 1899)— Charles L. Thomas has 
come from Joliet to take charge 
of the grocery department at the 
I. B. Countryman Company store 
and has purchased an 
interest, 


Mr. Countryman wishing to be re- 
lieved from detail duties. 


NEW BUILDING COLLAPSES 
On June 10,1896, The Telegraph 


reported that Al Welgle's new 
building being erected on Galena 


mistake of putting his finger in 
the Oriental's mouth. 


The robber jerked his bleeding 


finger out of Lee's mouth and 
with his companion started to flee, 
the Chinese in the meantime pull- 
ing a pistol from his robe and fir- 
ing at them in the darkness. The 
Chinese also pulled a pair of false 
whiskers from his assailant's face. 
Free Lunch Delights 
Chicago Gentleman 


(Evening Telegraph 
Dec. 
2, 


1897)—A gentleman from Chicago 
dropped into Kaigle's last evening 
and there and then expressed him- 
self as amazed on account ot be- 
holding such a layout of victuals 
as would make a waiter, in Kinsley 
or Delmonico restaurants smile 
with delight. 


Nothing like the layout was ever 


seen in Chicago, said the stranger. 
Roast pig and turkey, blue points, 
red-snappers, 
lobsters, 
sardines 


and Indeed everything good to eat 
was found at Kaigle's Thanks- 
giving free lunch. 


It was not a dry lunch, we pre- 


sume, although we were not there. 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


(The Evening Telegraph, Sept. 


20, 1899—Mrs. Susan 
A. Orvis, 


who for a number of years has 
very successfully managed the Na- 
chusa House, has concluded to re- 
tire from the arduous duties there 
and has rented the business to J. 
H. Shafor, manager of the Gait 
House at Sterling, and Thomas 
Young of this city. 


DANCING SCHOOL 


(The Evening Telegraph, Sept. 


20, 1899)—Prof. E. B. Gaynor has 
arranged 
to open his dancing 


school Monday, Oct. 9, at C. J. 
Rosbrook's hall. He succeeded in 
pleasing a large class the latter 
part of last winter and that will 
secure him many pupils for the 
full term this year. 


"CALIFORNIA OR BUST" 
(Evening Telegraph* May 11, 


1897)—John Howard and his wife. 
Lulu, passed through here on their 
way from Chicago to Los Angeles. 
The man pushes a wheelbarrow on 
which is labeled "Two Tramps." 
If successful in 
reaching 
their 


destination in six months they will 
get J2.000. They are advertising 


Woman's Club- 
(Continued from page 4, Sec. G) 
interest continued, with achool 
lunches for the 'underprivileged, 
glasses for needy 
children, 
a 


story hour at the library and a 
Chistmas party for ths nursery 
school. Book reviewi were started 
during this time. 


During both World Wars the 


club fitted its program and activ- 
ities to the needs of the hour. 
Sine* World War II the big pro- 
ject of the club has been the 
"Dixon Beautiful" idea, to make 
Dixon appreciate and increase its 
beauty. It was this project which 
gave the club the $100 first state 
prize In its class in a community 
betterment contest. 


In 1947 the club celebrated its 


Golden Jubilee with a May lunch- 
eon. The past presidents were es- 
pecially honored at that time. 


Present Annual Program 


A custom' of the club which has 


been pleasing to the community is 
the presentation of one outstand- 
ing program free to Dixonites each 
year. 


During all the years members 


have been active in Federation 
work in the nation and in the 
state. In fact, they voteo to join 
the Federation at the first regu- 
lar meeting after the original or- 
ganization meeting. 
Dixon was 


helpful in 
organizing a county 


group and Mrs. L. N. DeuUsch was 
its first president. 


The 
present 
membership 
is 


over 325 and the regular meeting 
place is at the Lovcland Commun- 
ity House on the 
second 
and 


fourth 
Saturdays. 
Mrs. Charles 


Johnston has been president for 
the past two years and Mrs. How- 
ard Bycrs is president-elect and 
will take over her duties next 
month. 
'Referee' Woodyatt 
Halts Prize Fight 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 7. 


1898)—There was a prize fight 
over in West Dixon yesterday 
morning between two Dixon young 
men whose names we are unable 
to learn, spoiled for the reason 
that City Marshal Woodyatt came 
down on the ring. 


Bottleholders. spongers, and the 


entire outfit of the fight, like the 
wolf in the fold, scattering the 
gang so suddenly that only a few 
small boys were left as witnesses. 
A round was had as was indicated 
by blood in the ring. 


(The fight was rescheduled and 


took place a few days later for 
eight rounds, two without gloves. 
The contest lasted one hour and 
30 minutes, and ended in a draw.) 


Possum, Trimmings 


avenue, fell when 
away new mortar. 


ram washed 


the Chicago 
paper. 


Inter-Ocean news- 


SWEETS TO THE SWEET 
(The Dixon Telegraph, Feb. 23. 


1899)—Miss Margaret Huguct has 
purchased her father's interest In 
the Dixon Candy company. The 
company is contemplating exten- 
sive improvements in the store this 
spring. 


HUYS SHOE FACTORY 


In June. -896, the United Stales 


Rubber company purchased th» 
Fargo Shoe Co., which failed. Sale 
price was $15,500. 
" 


CIVIL WAR VETS MEET 


The Telegraph reported that on 


May 25, 1897, the 13th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment held 
its reunion In Dixon with 37 mem- 
bers present, 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. /3, 


1898)—As is hh» wont each New 
Year's Day, Hon'. S. H. Bethea 
gave the American citizens of 
African descent in our city a din- 
ner such as every colored man can 
remember for a twelve-month with 
blessed satisfaction. 


The menu: 
'Possum a la Old 


Virginia, with Alabama sauce: 
hoe-cake; sweet potatoes, baked; 
yams, fried; squash, baked; corn; 
Johnny-cake; spirits fermenti, in 
small glasses; coffee, etc. 
Alaskan Gold Rush 
Lures Dixon Men 


(Evening Telegraph 
July 29, 


1897)—The. first detachment of 
Alaska gold seekers from this vi- 
cinity started from- Sterling this 
morning, passing through Dixon 
on their way to Chicago, to select 
the most feasible route to the gold 
fields. 


Arthur Vann and Charles Han- 


son of our city also left this land 
of civilization yesterday for the 
frozen northwest, in the hope of 
bringing back gold nuggets as big 
as cocoanuts. 


BOX FACTORY MOVES ' 


• (Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 5, 


1900)—The Dixon Box factory is 
now advantageously located In the 
building formerly occupied as the 
Brink & Deetcr Planing Mill. 


IflOO CITY ELECTION 


Election results. Mar. 5, 1900: 


Mayor, Charles H. Hughes; alder- 
men—first ward, James Drew; 
second ward, George E. Shields; 
third ward, Daniel Curran, and 
fourth ward, James Sterling. 


INSTALLS X-RAY 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 5. 


1900)— Dr. A. F. Moore now has 
installed in his office a complete 
X-ray laboratory.- The apparatus 
weighs 1.000 pounds and required 
nine men to unload and place in 
the office. 


McKINLEY, TEDDY WIN 


On Nov. 7, 1900, The Telegraph 


reported the election of William 
McKinley as president and Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, vice president on 
the Republican ticket 


PLAYS HAMLET 


The Telegraph reported that on 


Nov. 23, 1900, John Arthur, cele- 
brated 
Shakespearean, 
a c to r, 


played Hamlet at the Opera house. 
Playing the role of Polonlus was 
Lawrence (Dan) Coghlan, former- 
ly a barber of Dixon. 


UNION RANK STARTS 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 
P, 


1!>02)—Yesterday in the offices of 
Ally. A. C. Bardwell the Union 
State bank was organized and 
tomorrow will receive a permit 
from Springfield to do business. 


McKINLEl ELECTED 
' 


The Telegraph reported William 


McKlnley's election as presidcni' 
on Nov. 3, 1896. 


IT'S BEEN 
21 YEARS 


AND WE'VE 
CHANGED! 


MIKE LAZARIS—1930 


In celebrating our 21st Anniversary, we are proud to say thai 
we have continuously served our customers with a modern 
up-to-date cleaning and pressing service second to none, always 
growing and advancing with Dixon. The thought uppermost 
in our minds is to give the most efficient, safe, inexpensive work 
in a customer-satisfaction 
way. 


Our staff has grown from 2 people in 1930 to 13 full time em- 
ployees today, giving you an aggregate of over 110 years' 
experience with an approximate payroll of $30,000 per year. 


Exclusive Service is our motto, therefore we have kept our clean- 
ing methods up-to-date by the installation of modem equipment 
. . . and are able to add laurels to the high quality work w« 
can do. 


Not the Biggest... 


But the Latest and Best Cleaning, 


Pressing and Tailoring Shop 


in the State 


Our "Personalized" Dry Cleaning, where 
each and every garment receives the per- 
sonal care of a skilled finisher, with double 
check inspection before leaving our finish 
line. We ask you to judge, as thousands 
have, the difference between Personalized 
Dry Cleaning and ordinary dry cleaning. 
Our truck, with courteous, trained driver, is 
ready at your command, to give you our 
standard 2 day service, or one day service 
If you desire. Call today and arrange for « 
regular pick-up. 
MIKE LAZARIS—1951 


Sole Owner and Manager 


of the DELUXE CLEANERS 


De LUXE 


CLEANERS - TAILORS - HATTERS - CLOTHIERS 


811 FIRST STREET 
PHONE 2-0711 
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Centennial Edition 
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SERVING DIXON AND VICINITY FOR 47 YEARS! 


DIXON HAS MORE PHONES PER CAPITA 


THAN HAS ANY OTHER CITY IN AMERICA 


GRAND DETOUR 
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MAIN 
EXCHANGE-DIXON 


Dixorfs Phone Service Is Exceptional 


In 1904 Dixon Home Telephone Company serviced the entire 
community with a few hundred telephones, mostly of the hand 
crank type. 
Long Distance then extended only a few hundred miles to talk 
and you stood on your tiptoes and yelled at the top of your 
voice to enable your party to hear you. . 
Today Dixon Home Telephone Company services the community 
with over 7,000 Modern Dial Phones and on long distance you 
can talk to your party as far away as Sydney, Australia, wrtft 
no more effort than though he was across the street. 
Three outstanding characteristics distinguish Dixon from tele- 
phone service in other cities: 
FIRST—The telephone company is locally owned with no other 


outside interest. 


SECOND—It has the most rapid subscriber'answeringsen-ice 


of any mechanized telephone system in the United Mates. 


THIRD—It has more phones per capita than any other city in 


America. 


- 
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'DIXON HAS MORE PHONF 5 P E R CAPITA THAN ANf rilYIN AMFRlCA 
HARMON 
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1903... Street Cars Outnumber Autos 


^fOpera House and Stores 
Damaged by Fire, Water 


Evening Telegraph. June 23. 1903)—One of the most disastrous 


fires Dixon has suffered in many years occurred this morning and near- 
ly consumed the Opera House block. The roof was burned off and the 
second and third stories entirely consumed excepting the walls. 


The loss by fire and water will probably exceed $40,000. On the 


-^lirst floor were the post office; R. A. Rodcsch's music store; D. F. 


Greenawalt, dry goods, clothing 
and shoes; Edmund Neville, hard- 
ware and jewelry. In the base- 
ment was P. Babcock's bowling 
alleys and part of D. F. Greena- 
walt's stock. No fire reached the 
first floor, but the water loss will 
be heavy. 


The front part of the second 
part 


floor was occupied by J. N. Ster- 


and A. C. Warner & Son with 
estate and insurance offices. 


4 
Lodges Ruined 


The front of the third floor was 


occupied as a lodge room with ante 
rooms. 


The lodges and societies having 


furniture, 
records 
and 
other 


property here were the Grand 
Army of the Republic; the Wom- 
en's Relief Corps; the Sons of 
Veterans; Camp 56 and Camp 841, 


^Modern Woodmen 
of 
America; 


Camp 
127, 
Royal 
Neighbors; 


Ancient Order of United Workmen. 
Nearly everything in the 
lodge 


rooms was consumed, including the 
piano belonging 
to 
the 
Relief 


Corps, and only a few of the lodges 
carried 
insurance. The 
G.A.R. 


will be the heaviest loser. 


The fire had "gained such a 


-headway before being discovered 
that a second and third call for 


~ volunteers was rung from the fire 
^"bell and the entire volunteer de- 


partment as well as a number of 
extras were put 
out. 
Galena 


avenue was soon crowded with 
people who for two hours watched 
the firemen fight the flames. 


Youths Are Blamed 


From first appearance and later 


investigation there is no doubt but 
what the fire started on the stage. 
It is a known fact that a gang of 
f young fellows frequent the hall 


and dressing rooms 
and 
often 


itleep there. They have been driven 
out a number of times, but they 
have keys to the hall and make 
It their club house, 
cigarette age and 


They are of 
there is no 


Sports, 1903 


BASEBALL 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Jan. 3, 


1903)—Milo Stratton is a Dixon 
boy who is forging rapidly to the 
front in baseball matters. He has 
signed with the Milwaukee Ameri- 
can League team for next season 
and will report at Milwaukee on 
March 1. He will be behind the 
bat in catcher's place. 
» 
* » 


CHECKERS 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. X, 


1903)—This is the season of the 
year when contests in various 
indoor games are in order. Bowl- 
ing and billiards have 
been 


claiming Interest 
and now a 


champion of the game of check- 
ers claims attention. 
Fred M. 


Underwood, the coffee man. has 
been playine; sonic of the local 
devotees with encouraging suc- 
cess and to create more inter- 
est challenges any Dixon player 
for the local championship. 
* * * 


BILLIARDS 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Jan. 5, 


1903)—Much interest is centered 
in the billiard match at the Dixon 
club' which begins this evening. 
Two games will be played every 
night, one on each of the two 
tables. 


The list of players includes: 
Dr. Morris, Lloyd Shaw, John 


Parsons, Carl Page, A. C. Doll- 
myer, Frank Messer, C. J. Ros- 
brook. Charles Leake, Dr. Bokoff, 
Harry White. Lloyd Davis, Bert 
Page, Dr. Carl F. Philpot, Dr. 
Owen, John Batchclder, Dr. Hunt. 


Dr. Stevens. J. W. Crawford, 


Prof. Groves. E. W. Smith, W. V. 
E. Stecle. Clyde Smith, H. Rey- 
nolds, Elmer 
Reynolds, Robert 


question but what the fire was 
started by the carelessness of these 
youths. 


The fire department was given 


a good test and proved its cf- 


Aficicncy in 
fighting 
the 
fire. 


Special credit is due Chief Detrick. 
Assistant. Chief Francis 
Coffey 


and ex-Chief 
Andy 
Graff, 
al- 


though the entire paid and volun- 
teer 
department 
worked 
like 


heroes through the 
smoke and 


drenching water. . 


Wind Saves Church 


The providential change of the 


wind from the west to north saved 
the Baptist church from catching 


c§ fire and a probable fire loss. 


The fire was discovered about 


6:15 o'clock by • Mail Messenger 
Earl R. Smith, who drove into the 
alley and up to the back of the 
building with the early mail from 
the depot. 
.* * • 


REBUILDING PLANNED 


On Thursday, Aug. 13,1903, The 


Evening Telegraph 
carried the 


report that "Mrs. E. M. Truman 


• and daughter, Miss Eleanor J. 


Truman, have let the contract to 
rebuild the opera house to W. J. 
McAlpine who will proceed at 
once to remodel the building in 
accordance 
with 
the 
accepted 


plans. The work is to be com- 
pleted in 90 days so that the hall 
will be open for engagements by 
the middle of November. 


"The interior of the second and 


third floor will be changed com- 


•'Q pletely 
in 
arrangement. 
The 


stage will be on the- cast side. It 
will be 32 feet deep, twice the 
depth of the old stage, will bo 62 
feet wide and 50 feet high and will 
be fitted with modern scenery and 
appliances. . . . The interior will 
be artistically decorated, finished 
off in hard wood »••:.-; seated with 
opera ohairs providing for 1,000 
people." 
• 
» • * 


1 
REOPENS IN NOVEMBER 


• The opera house was reopened on 
November 16th with the military 
comic opera "When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home," presented by the 
Whitney Opera company. 


Howcll. 
Ernest Farrand, Jason 
Ayres, 


Thomas Young, Charles 
Noble, 


Bert Brubaker, W. J. McAlpine. 
George Downing, Glen Plum, Fred 
Coleman, P. Sawyer, F. A. Tru- 
man. G. H. T. Shaw, Dr. Moss, 
Robert Rodesch, L. D. Dement, 
W. S. Frey, H. T. Noble, John 
Crnblrce, John Davics, John Ives, 
I. B. Countryman. 
* • * 


BOWLING 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 7, 


1003)—A howling match will IKS 
held this evening between Merri- 
man's Colts and five of the best 
players In the city. The latter 
team xvill ho: 
Wesley 
Howcll, 


Ernest Hood, P. Babcock, Krt 
(innnerman and 
Grafton 
Self. 


The Colts arc W. Ivvt, Georg« 
Cnpp. C. Self, Wattcx 
and 
A. 


Rcsek. 


• 
» 
» 


PING PONG 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 23. 


1903)—Messrs. John T. Laing and 
Harry A. Roe of the court house 
team, and Prof. L. M. Kclchner 
and J. C. Schucle of the College 
team played a match game of 
ping-pong at Dixon college gym 
nasium last night. 
(Laing ""' 


Roe were the winners.) 


and 


BASEBALL 


(Evening Telegraph. Apr. 1». 


1903) — The baseball season 
J> 


Dixon will open Saturday after- 
noon at Pleasure park with what 
promises to be. a hotly contest- 
ed came between 
the 
Dixon 


team and a nine from Stelnman 
Institute. 
Jodie Whipplc wltf 


pitch for tho Dixon team, and 
A. Wichard for the Institute. 


" 


cWboa! It's Only an Automobile? 


There are many in Dixon who recall the advent of the 


automobile in the closing years of-the 19th century and the 
early years of the new 100-year period. 


At the time of the coming of the first automobile to 


Dixon, the bicycle was still in the height of its popularity 
and the new motor car vied strongly with the man-pro- 
pelled vehicle for recogni- 
tion. There were many, too, 
who 
believed that 
the 


horse, a l t h o u g h easily 
frightened, was a much 
more dependable mode of 
transportation—and faster. 


Among the first four- 


wheel vehicles to appear 
w e r e the Locomobile 
Steamer (1900); the one- 
cylinder Rambler (1902); 
the two - cylirider Haines 
(1902: the two - cylinder 
Stevens Duryea (1904); the 
four-cylinder M e r c e d e s 
(1906). 


The early production of 


the horseless carriages in- 
dicates that wire wheels 
of bicycles were adopted in 
the first autos made and 
were carried along as a ne- 
cessity for about two years. 


Then came the wooden 


wheels but there was a re- 
vival of wire wheels follow- 
ed by the present type of 
pressed steel wheels. 


Tracing back the prog- 


ress of the automobile, one 
can go back to 1899 when 
the first real success in au- 
tomobile manufacture was 
evident. Prior to that, ma- 
• 
, 
, . . 
, 
chines had been built and were driven by their inventors m 
varied manner, much to the amusement of their f ellowmen. 


At that time, there was no clear-cut distinction of the 


classes of cars. 'The steam-propelled machine was more 
evident than the gas motor driven car. Manufacturers 
went so far as to attempt to dispense with the carburetor. 
Then the electric car pushed into popularity. 


The first automobiles that appeared on the horizon 


of what is now one of the nation's leading industeries were 
one-cylinder cars. That was about 1901 when there were . 
indications that the manufacture of cars would be per- 
fected. 


In Dixon, as elsewhere in the nation, the automo- 


bile was definitely making inroads into social and economic 


life of the city by 1903. 
By that year there was less 
curiosity about the new 
machines, and Dixon citi- 
zens, too, began to count 
the expense of purchasing 
and maintaining one of 
these vehicles. For many 
years, however, the auto- 
mobile was reserved to 
those who belonged in the 
higher income brackets; 
and, too, there was reluct- 
ance on the part of many 
to reject the horse which 
had been, in a measure, a 
very dependable beast for 
many years. 


However, when the 


change was accepted, the 
automobile made the life 
of the city a much different, 
one. The pace was speeded 
up: .people be?an getting 
out for "joy rides" into the 
country; they saw places at 
distances they had never 
seen beforet A trip to Ster- 
ling was "nothing," where- 
'as, before it had been a 
journey 
of 
considerable 


time and effort. 


With the coming of the 


automobile, other changes 
took place in the social 


structure of the city. Eventually there was a broadening 
of business- in the county and an expanded economy as 
trucks were used to bring produce'in and out of the city. 


Dixon—like the rest of the world—began a new age 


with the advent of the horseless carriage—an age which 
has reached a point where automobiles are no longer a 
curiosity and there is one for nearly every family and, 
strangely enough, it's the horse which is a luxury now. 


First Church Christ, Scientist 
Receives Charter in May, 1903 


(Evening 


GOLF 
Telegraph, 
Apr. . 20. 


1903)— An important meeting of 
the executive committee of the 
Dixon Golf club was 
held 
last 


night in Atty. Glenn E. Plumbs 
office. 
Besides that gentleman 


there were present Messrs. O. B. 
Dodge, A. A. Beedc. Rev. J. M. 
Ericsson. F. O. Coleman and W. 
W.' Gilbert. The Black 
Hawk 


links have been materially im- 
proved since last year. 


In the summer of 1902, a small 


group of Dixon peopll, who^had 
become interesteeHn the-»tudy of 
Christian Science, met in private 
homes where they held Christian 
Science services. 


The 
following September, 
a 


Christian Science Society was or- 
ganized and regular Sunday and 
midweek meetings were held. 


Interest in the movement in- 


cre:iscd. In 1903, a church was or- 
ganized. On May 27 of that year, 
a 
charter was ' received 
from 


Springfield, recognizing the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, Dixon, 
111. 


In 1916, a building site at 321 


Second street, opposite Haymarket 
Square, was purchased. 


Services continued to be held In 


rented quarters until 1924 when 
the membership voted to build a 
church edifice. 
In December of 


that year, the cornerstone was laid 
with 
appropriate 
services. 
In 


July, 1925, the first Sunday service 
was held in the new church, which 
has a seating capacity of 200. 


Dedicatory Services 


In 1932. all indebtedness was 


cleared. Dedicatory services were 
held on October 16 of that year. 


Sunday morning services are 


held at 11 o'clock; Sunday school 
convenes at 9:30 a, m., and a mid- 
week meeting is held on Wednes- 
day evenings at which testimonials 
on Christian Science arc given. 


A reading room is maintained in 


the church edifice where Chris- 
tian Science literature may be 
read, borrowed or purchased. 


Two public free lectures are pre- 


FIRST CHURCH CHRIST, SCIENTIST 


sented yearly by the Dixon church. 
These are delivered by members 
of the Board of Lectureship of the 
Mother Church. First Church of 
Christ Scientist, in Boston.-Mass. 


A literature distribution com- 


mittee distributes Christian Sci- 
ence periodicals to various outlets. 


Slothower Firm 
Formed in 1903 


The.William V. Slothower Hard- 


ware store at 113 Hcnnepin ave- 
nue is one of Dixon's oldest retail 
•firms, established 48 years., ago in 
1903. 


The firm deals in retail hard- 


ware and sheet metal and furnace 
work. 
The 
present 
two-story 


brick building, 21 '/fcbySO feet, was 
erected in 1915. . 


The company offers all stand- 


ard brands of hardware, tools and 
house wares In addition to being 
exclusive dealers . of 
Nii-cn.imcl 


paints. 


The Slothower store Is a mem- 


ber of the Illinois Retail Hardware 
Association. 


MARRIAGES IN 1008 


There were 242 marriages In 


1903 in Dixon with June, the 
month of brides, winner in the 12- 


span with 36. 


Odd Fellows Building 


TRACK 


On May 9, 1903, a I/ee county 


Athletic meet wsis held at Ath- 
letic. Park in Dixon, 
Among 


the participants were, trackmen 


vfrom Dixon, North Dixon and 


Amboy and the, event* Included 
dashes, broad Jumps, shot p«t, 
low hurdles, discus, relay racrs 
and high jump, 
• * • 
TENNIS 


(Reprinted from the Mcndota 


Reporter, Aug. 15. 1903—On the 
tennis courts 
Tuesday 
evening 


several members of thc» local as- 
sociation had an opportunity of 
measuring their skill as players 
with Dixon's |two best players. 
Prof. Heritage and Kelchner of 
Dixon College. 
(Dixon won.) 
* * * 


FOOTBALL 


On Nov. 2, 1908, The Evening 


Telegraph 
reported 
thai 
the 


Dixon College team 
defeated 


the Company E football team 
of Sterling, 74 to 0. 


In late April, 1903, the work of excavating for the 


new Odd Fellows building in Dixon was started. 


The lot, located at the corner of Galena avenue and 


second street, was considered to-be one of the most fa- 
vorable locations in the city and was purchased for 
$7,000 from J. F. Palmer. 
. 
The building was made possible through the bequest 


of the late C. F. Emerson. The building and lot together 
were estimated to cost $24,000, and the building was 
completed and ready for occupancy by the close of 
the year. 


his literature consists of several 
uthomod publications, two of 
vhich are in 
English, one in 


rench, one in German and one in 
;raillc. 
Also included arc 
free 


opics of the Christian Science 
Monitor. 
Reorganization 
Of City Proposed 


(Evening Telegraph! Mar. 27, 


1903)—The people of Dixon 
arc 


acquainted with the fact that a 
Ktition was presented at a recent 
council meeting asking that the 
question of re-organizing 
Dixon 


under the general municipal laws 
be put to a vole. 
A committee 


of the council recommended that 
the question be presented at the 
next regular session. This did not 
meet with the wishes of the circu- 
lators of the petition and they 
have prepared another asking for 
a special election at the earliest 
possible date.» • * 


(The reorganization of the city 


under the general law was con 
sfdcrcd at a meeting of the city 
council in early April of the same 
yrftr. 
At that meeting it 


voted to submit the question to 
the people at the. next regular city 
election in March, 1904.) 


BEST SELLERS 


"Bookworms" In 1903 were given 


a liberal diet of current fiction by 
the public library. Best sellers In 
that year included "Whom the 
Gods Destroy." "Wings of a Dove,1 


"Out of the West" and biographies 
of Edwin Booth and Lafayette, 


Mayor, 1903 


Electric Railways Flourish 
Before Motor Cars Triumph 


The year 1903 was a period when The Telegraph was 


filled with reports of new electric railroads, street cars and 
inter-urban lines—and a slight nod of recognition was given 
to automobiles. It was admitted that the new motor cars 
were growing in popularity, but the most popular mode of 
transportation in that year seemed to be the street car which 
was clamoring for recognition and 
public approval. Those behind the 
street car and inter-urban projects 
were confident In the challenge of 
Society, 1903 


INFORMAL PAKTV 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 
14, 


1903)—Invitations are being print- 
ed at this office to an Informal 
party to be given by -he Knights 
of Columbus on the evening of 
Jan. 28. Music will be discoursed 
by Prof. VV. H. Smith's well known 
orchestra. 
* • • 


THE EAST END CLUB 
(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 17, 


1'JOS)—The East End Club en- 
tertained »t the C. J. Kosbrook 
hall Friday evening. There were 
60 couples present and they had 
a very pleasant 
time. 
Music 


was furnished by the Star Man- 
dolin Club. 


VALENTINE PARTV 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 
13. 


1903)—Members and a few friends 
of Mrs. T. F. Dornblaser's Sunday 
school class 
of 
the 
Lutheran 


church will enjoy a valentine par- 
ty at the home of their teacher 
this evening. 


• * * 


CHARIVARI 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 2*, 


J90»)—A dozen young men last 


. light provided themselves with 


horns and chartering a wagon- 
ette drove to the home of their 
friend, Michael McDonald, near 
the Northwestern depot. A short 
selection by the serenade™ soon 
brought Mr. McDonald to the 
door in his robe de nult to ask 
what the matter was. He wa* 
told that on account of the fact 
thnt he hud just been married, 
H box of cigars could close the 
Incident. He threw the, box at 
them and 
"llKhtlnjj "P'' the 


party drove off. 


• * » 


HOUSE PARTY 


(Evening Telegraph, May 


the putt-putt cars which were easy • 
victims of bad weather and whose 
short life seemed forecast by their 
coughing, sputtering motors. 


Bebinnlng early in the year. 


The Evening Telegraph ran story 
after story of the proposed electric 
lines In the city and others that 
would connect Dixon with Rock 
Falls, 
Sterling, 
Rockford 
and 


Amboy. There were delays, squab- 
bles, misappropriation of funds, 
and other handicaps to the work 
which postponed operation until 
1904. 


In the meantime, a less pub- 


licized challenger, the automobile, 
was gradually making itself known 
and less sensationally preparing 
for ultimate defeat of the electric 
lines. 


Year-End Report 


By the end of the year, Tho 


Evening Telegraph reported that 
work done on the line of building 
electric street railways and re- 
( 


building bridge roadbeds, as well 
as laying mains for the new gas 
lighting and heating plant, repre- 
sents a large amount of work and 
expenditure. 


"The Northern Illinois Electric 


Railway company was 
late 
in 


getting started, but five blocks of 
tracks have been laid on Peoria 
avenue, from Second to Seventh 
street, and considerable grading 
has been done within the city 
limits on the cast." 


Articles of incorporation for 


h'e Frecpbrt-Dixon Electric Rail- 
way Co. were granted 
by 
the 


secretary of state in December, 
1903, and the capital stock of the 
corporation was fixed at $50,000. 


Also in December, it was re- 


ported that four city cars for the 
Sterling, Dixon & Eastern electric 
railway arrived in Sterling from 
Milwaukee. They were reported 


5, to be "handsomely painted and 


1903)—Miss Isabell Van Epps is 
giving a house party this week 
and entertaining a number of her 
girl friends. 
Monday they drove 


to Grand Detour. 
• • • 


SURPRISE PARTY 


' (Evening Telegraph, May », 
1903)—Several friends of Mrs. 
,1. B. McPherson of West Fourth 
street, gave her a pleasant sur- 
prise yesterday afternoon, the 
occasion being her birthday. The 
afternoon was spent In social 
conversation after 
which re* 


frcshmentH were served. 


* 
* * 


JUNE WEDDING 


(Evening Telegraph, 
June 2, 


1903)—This morning at St. Pat- 
rick's Catholic church occurred a 
very pretty wedding which made 
Patrick J. Grady 
and Julia A. 


Prindaville husband and wife. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Father O'Mcara. 
* * • 


KENDALL CLUB MEETING 
(Evening Telegraph. June ». 


190.1)—The Kendall Club 
will 


meet with Mrs. Barry Lennon 
tomorrow (Wednesday) 
after- 


noon at 2:30 p. m. 
» 
* * 


FISH FRY 


(Evening Telegraph, June 17, 


1903)—Messrs. Ben Ayres. Nick 
Ely, and G. Shobcr held a fish fry 
up the river this afternoon which 
was quite largely attended. Chefs 
Pyfcr. Ryan and O'Brien doing the 
culinary honors. 
* * • 


BOAT RIDE AND I'ICNIC 
(Evening Telegraph. June 2». 


1908)—Arrangements have be.cn 
made for the 'Epworth League 
to have, a boat ride and picnic 
nn July 4th. Tickets may be. 
secured from Charles Illntr, at 
Dachstclner's Studio. 
* * * 


HAYRACK RIDE 


(Evening Telegraph, June 26. 


1903)—The freshman class of the 
Dixon High school will have a 
hayrack ride this evening out to 
the John Hetlcr 
farm 
up 
* ~ 


river! 


decorated and will present a very 
good appearance on the streets." 
The railway lusted until 1925. 


Work on the 
Higglns 
street 


railway in Dixon was also an im- 
portant transportation enterprise 
in 1903. 'Tracks vcre "laid from 
the west, following Everett street, 
passing Pleasure Park and down 
to Galena avenue and then south. 


Line to Amboy 


In October of the same year, the 


first spike was driven for tho 
line to connect Amboy and Dixon 
and the force of workers was 
Increased daily. 


In the background was the auto- 


mobile. 
The 
new 
gas-driven 


vehicles, were not getting nearly 
as much publicity as the more 
sensational electric 
lines 
which 


were soon to die out with the in- 
creasing popularity of the "motor 
cars." 


"Stable" for Automobiles 


One of the few mentions of tho 


automobile in The Telegraph In 
that year, was the following story 
of a proposed "stable" for the new 
machines; 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 13, 


1903)—Dixon may soon have a 
garage and thus be in line with 
Chicago and other metropolitan 
cities where the automobile Is an 
every day feature. There arc five 
of the machines in the city now, 
four of them being of the Olds- 
mobile type. These arc owned by 
Dr. A. F. Moore, S. S. Dodge, 
Supervisor George Smith and Joe 
E. Miller. E. R. Kent also owns 
an automobile. Mr. Miller has the 
exclusive county right for the 
make of machine spoken of and 
says he has ten or 12 prospective 
purchasers who have been figuring 
in a purchase. 


One is now at the Northwestern 


depot and has been ordered sub- 
ject to the approval of a prominent 
Dixon man. This is similar to the 
one herewith presented. 


the 


HENRY S. DIXON 


Last Dixon mayor under char- 


ter granted in 1859 was Henry S. 
Dixon. 


Mr. Dixon was a second lieuten- 


ant in Co. G of the National Guard 
from 
1890-91. 
referee 
of 
the 


League of 
American Wheelman 


(bicycle riders) from 1896-98. and 
referee 
In bankruptcy for the 


northern district of Illinois from 
1899 to 1928. 


He was president of the North 


Dixon school board from 1919-22 
and chairman of the Lee county 
exemption board 
during World 


War I. 


Born In Dixon In 1870, he died 


i here July 26, 1928. 


Standard Oil Among 
Earliest Distributors 


With the 'advent of the gasoline 


automobile, the Standard OH Com- 
pany was one of the first distribu- 
tors to be established In Dixon 
early In the Twentieth Century 


The Standard Oil Company in 


Dixon ia now located on the East 
River Road and employs five per- 
sons who distribute all kinds of 
petroleum 
products 
throughout 


Lee and part of Ogle counties. 


I. D. Holdcrman is the local 


agent for the company. 


PAVING IN 190S 


Seven blocks of new street ma- 


cadam were laid in 1903 *nd four 
blocks of brick paving: were under- 
way—three on Korth Galena and 
one on First street. 


BIRTHS IN 190S 
« 


The boy babies predominated In 


the Lee county births for 1903 
with 255—«a compared to 252 girl 
Infants. 


Mr. Miller says that the coming 


summer will undoubtedly see a 
great accession to the machines 
already In the city and the begin- 
ning of the automobile fad. 


A business'man from an out- 


side town was in Dixon yesterday 
and may order four of them from 
the Dixon agency. 


Easy to Handle 


The progress made in perfecting 


and simplifying the machines has 
been most material and anyone of 
ordinary intelligence and without 
any special aptitude- can 
now 


handle them successfully. 
The 


gasoline, machine has proven Itself 
to be the most practical from all 
points of view and the price has 
been materially reduced. 
They 


are now entirely practical and like 
the bicycle will ultimately find 
their place in the daily business 
life and become ft necessity.. 


With 
the 
advent 
of 
many 


machines in a city the question of 
housing them securely from the 


(Continued on page. 15, Sec. H) 
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1904...New Dam Strengthens Industry 


Water Power Source 


Attracts More Factories 


To answer the steadily increas- 


ing demand of new industries be- 
ing added to Dixon's manufactur- 
ing interests, the Dixon Hydraulic 
company in November, 1904, com- 
pleted an entirely new dam across 
the Rock river—a dam which de- 
veloped 2,000 horsepower—as a bid 
for still more manufacturing in- 
terests in" the city. 
" 


The dam, built of wood and 


stone, with toncrete abutments 
on the north and south ends, was 
720 feet long and 24 feet wide at 
its base. It was described as a 
crib dam. with wooden cribs over- 
lapping each other like shingles, 
bolted together and loaded with 
stone. The cribs were then cov- 
ered with a substantial apron. 


The big dam project employed 


187 men and 30 teams and had 
been begun. in June of the same 
year. The old dam was left intact 
and the new one built just below 
it, giving it the added protection 
of the old; - 


Ha'd Seven-Foot Head 


The crest of.the new dam was 


eighth feet in width and covered 
with '3-inch planking over which 
was fastened quarter-inch boiler 
plate/ The dam had a 7-foot head. 


The concrete bulkhead at the 


south'end of the dam was five 
feet wide at ,the top, 22 feet high 
and 58 feet long, built on rock bot- 
tom. The north end bulkhead was 
30 feet long, five feet at the top 
and 22 feet high, built on oak 
piles driven down to'the rock. 


The mill race walls were built 


of concrete on solid rock. 


.Comprises Four Firms 


The hydraulic company com- 


prised the Dixon Power & Light- 
ing company, Reynolds Wire com-, 
pany, C. D. Parsons, 
Stewart 


Press and J. C. Ayres. 


The Telegraph editor, upon the 


dam'* completion Nov. 4, 1904, 
had these comments: 


"One of the most, if not the 


most important 
and 
extensive 


works of a material nature ever 
accomplished in Dixon .wan the 
building of the new dam today 
completed. It is considered one of 


, the strongest and tightest dams 


on Rock river. 


"At present there are 
five 


wheels and room for several more 
wheels without extending the race 
Dixon is now in a condition to of 


er exceptional advantages for 
manufacturers. With the belt rail- 
road line running along the river, 
here is now something tangible 
o offer a manufacturer—the two 
hings first to be considered by 
iim—cheap power and unexcelled 
hipping facilities. 


.Makes Klver B«autiful 


"Aside from 
its commercial 


alue the dam has a great deal 
o 'do with the beauty of the river 
t 'Dixon. Without it the sho'res 
if the river would be muddy and 
ininviting, while now a fine large 
iond is formed above, which with 
he island makes a beautiful pic- 
ure. 


"This pond not only makes boat- 


ng a source of much pleasure in 
he summer, but it affords a fine 
ield for cutting ice in the winter." 


Mayor, 1904-10 


I. FRANK EDWARDS 


Dixon's mayor for 1904-10 was 


I. Frank Edwards, first to head 
the city government under a new 
charter granted in 1903 under an 
Illinois general law governing in- 
corporation of towns and Cities. 


Mr. 'Edwards was superintend- 


ent of Amboy schools from 1885- 
94, superintendent of Lee county 
schools from 1894-1910, and presi- 
dent of Dixon college from 1911- 
14, 


Born in 1859 at Amboy, h« died 


at Dixon on Sept 8, 1916. 


New Dam, Built in 1904, Looking Northeast 


Telephone Firm 
Organized in '04 


The 
Dixon Home Telephone 


Company, 
122 Peoria 
avenue, 


vhich was organized in 1904, can 
ay claim to one of the most dis- 
.inctive records in the history of 
the telephone. 


The company serves the city of 


Dixon, which has more telephones 
>er capita than any other city in 
he United States. The company's 
Jlasn A exchange is the only one 
n America where everyone has 
dial service and independent ring- 
ng for his telephone, whether on 
:arm, party line in town, or on a 
single party line. 
» 


This enviable record includes a 


tim« disconnector for every town 
or rural party line, so that conver- 
sations are limited to approxi- 
mately six minutes. All telephones 
are connected to the national toll 
dialing system 
throughout 
the 


United States. 


General manager of the com- 


pany, which this year ' observes 
its 47th anniversary, is Harry H. 
Bates. 


The main exchange of the com- 


pany is in Dixon, with exchanges 
also, in Grand Detour, Nachusa, 
Harmon and Nelson. The company 
employs 68 persons to maintain its 
excellent services. 


The 
Dixon .Home Telephone 


company installed its present com- 
plete dial system in 1950. 


THE LADIES—feLESS 'EM 
The Telegraph reported on Dec 


30, 1904, a Dixon woman -was 
awarded $40 damages in a Chicago 
court from the shop which sold a 
dress to her. The dress did not fit 
she declared, demonstrating to the 
court. 


Cannon Brings Memories 
Of Victories for Lincoln 


(Evening Telegraph, July 28, 


1904)—Pieces of a six pound can- 
non were found in Rock river at 
he foot of Hennepin street by W. 
D. Vann and Francis Coffey this 
morning. 


The cannon has a history. Not 


a war history, but recollections of 
jolitics and processions, booming 
early morning awakenings of vic- 
;ory; announcing the elections of 
the first 
Republican 
president, 


^incoln. When Lincoln and Ogles- 
by and Logan and Yates came to 
Dixon to speak more than two 
score years since, that cannon an- 
nounced their arrival. 


Announces Victories 


Once, when the cannon was to 


be used to announce a Democratic 
victory, the cannon disappeared in 
the dead of night, and William 
Van Epps, a' leading Democrat, and 
John T. Cheney, a Republican, in- 
dulged in hot- words about the 
gun, and for days Dixon was torn 
up about the loss of the gun. 


During the war Democrats and 


Republicans alike joined in donat- 
ing money to furnish powder and 
the cannon vollied and thundered 
to announce the cause of the 
Union and the Constitution. 


Wadded With Clothing 


We do well remember the re- 


ported fall of Richmond, when 
there was an abundance of powder, 
but the gunners were somewhat 
short of wadding., Linen coats 
were stripped from backs and 
rammed into the gun; vests and 
hats followed, until all men there 
were hatless and coatless. 


Well do we remember that Judge 


Andruss placed an elegant silk hat 
of the stovepipe variety for safe- 
keeping in the hands of the hotel 
clerk and we shall neven forget 
the judge's look of sadness when 
he saw that fashionable hat dis- 
appear down the throat of the 
hungry old gun. 


Church Resembled Saloon 


That piece of artillery was load- 


ed to the muzzle that day and the 
result was many broken windows 
by the terrific concussion. 
The 


Baptist church windows looked like 
a-beer saloon after a row. 


But the end came at last. The 


cannon was overloaded; grass, sod, 
mixed with sand, was too much for 
iU> digestion and it busted. 


It should have a place in our 


museum if we had such a thing. 
The old cannon was this afternoon 
placed in Rowland Bros, drug store 
window where anyone interested 
can see it. 


FAMED CARTOONIST HERE 
(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 30, 


1904)—The first number on the 
y.M.C.A. lecture course will be 
given tonight at the Opera House 
by John T. McCutcheon, the cele- 
brated cartoonist of the Chicago 
Tribune. 


BASKETBALL ORGANIZED 
(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 30, 


1904)—The boys of the Dixon 
high school have organized a bas- 
ketball 'team and expect to ar- 
range, for a series of games with 
other teams and to carry the sport 
throughjjyjt tjie wjnter. 


Dixonites View 
New Street Car 


(Evening Telegraph, May 10, 


1904)—The first electric car to 
travel-the streets of Dixon made 
its appearance about 11:30 this 
morning over the line of Sterling, 
Dixon and Eastern'Electric rail- 
way. 


The car was greeted by crowds 


of Dixon people. The car left Ster- 
ling shortly after 11 o'clock and 
made the remarkable time for a 
first run of 28 minutes .between 
Sterling and Dixon. 


The interurban cars are un- 


doubtedly the most magnificently 
and luxuriously equipped cars of 
any interurban 
railway in the 


United States, with the exception 
of an Ohio line that maintains 
sleeping cars. They cost $8,000 
each and are'50 feet long, eight 
and a half feet wide and have a 
capacity of 50 people and with the 
use of the straps, 125 people when 
necessary. 


At each seat there is an electric 


push' button and each passenger 
desiring to get off need only to 
push the button and the motor- 
man will stop the car at the cor- 
ner. The gear is propelled by fpur 
40-hOrsepOwer 
General 
Electric 


motors geared to run 50 miles per 
hour.'They are also equipped with 
St. Louis life savers, generally 
known as fenders and it is utterly 
impossible for an individual to fall 
under the wheels of the car at the 
front end. 


THe interurbans will leave Ster- 


ling on the hour and will make 
hourly trips between the cities. 
The city cars, together with the 
interurban cars will give a serv- 
ice every 15 minutes. 


Lutherans Dedicate 
Nachusa Orphanage 


(Evening Telegraph, May 12, 


1904)—Nachusa—Over 200 people 
have just been served dinner by 
the ladies, of Nachusa previous to 
the dedicatory services of Luthe- 
ran Orphan's Home. 


The home is the gift of Mrs. 


Mary E. Shippert of Nachusa and 
is a well improved property of 46 
acres. Six children have been ac- 
cepted for the home. 


"BULLY!" 


On Nov. 9, 1904, The Telegraph 


reported the election of Theodore 
Roosevelt to the presidency. 


Dixon-Sterling Interurban 


•1 


j$ 
ff 


After interurban electric cars began running be- 


tween Sterling and Dixon in 1904, excursionists and 
other passengers rode coaches like the above. The elec- 
tric cars, which cost $8,000 apiece, were the most lux- 
urious daytime electric vehicles .in the United- States, 
were equipped with lounges and smoking compartments. 


Hardware Slogan 
Well-Known Here 


The W. H. Ware 
Hardware 


store's slogan, 
"Hardware 
for 


Hard Ware", has been a familiar 
one in the Dixon trading area for 
many years. 


The company was first estab- 


lished in 1904 and was previously 
owned by H. U. Bardwell. 


The store is located at 211 First 


street in a two-story brick build- 
ing which was enlarged from 25 
by 75 feet .to 25 by 125" feet in 
1922. 


The company has six employes 


and deals in hardware and electri- 
cal appliances and is the exclusive 
dealer for Kelvinator refrigerators 
and Maytag washing 
machines. 


It also offers 
OVB Hardware, 


EPS Paints and Star Line barn 
equipment. 


The store is a member of the 


National 
Hardware 
Association 


and the Illinois Hardware Associ- 
ation. 


"FREEDOM FROM FOULS" 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 30, 


1901)—Last night at the college 
chapel, the girls' basketball team 
defeated the second team of boys 
by the score Of 23 to 18. The play- 
ing was marked by brilliancy and 
freedom from fouls. 


Hintz Studios Serve 
All Northern Illinois 


Offering a complete line of pho- * 


tographic service to all northern 
Illinois, Hintz Studios in Dixon 
were established 47 years ago in 
1904. The company moved into, its 
present modern studios at 112 East 
First street in 1937. 


Employing seven persons, Hintz 


Studios are authorized dealers in 
Eastman, Bell & Howell, Argus, 
Revere and Keystone photographic -j 
equipment. Their services include 
all types of portait work, develop- 
ment, printing and framing and 
amateur photographers are also 
advised on the best methods of 
picture-taking. 


Hintz Studios are members of 


state and national associations. 


BUSINESS COLLEGE BEGINS 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Oct. 8, - 


1904)—Prof. W. M. Coppins, who 
withdraws from Steinmann Col- 
lege, will on Tuesday open a busi- 
ness college in Schuler hall over 
the Dixon National bank. 


WHISTLES PROHIBITED 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 15. 


1904)—Charles Eastman, manager 
of the Dixon Opera' House, stated 
this 
afternoon 
that 
hereafter 


whistling and all other such an- 
noyances will not be allowed in the 
Opera House. 


!;jl'i 
:!3I 


In 1951 
OLDSMOBILE 


' 
* 


Launches An All Time Great 
. ..All New "Rocket" Super 


Efpiipmcnt, acfruoria, unit trim illiatrmted itibirct to chtngr without 
v motict. •OMimoK/e Hyin-Made Drive option* ut tan tott on •!{ morftb. 
A OWttAL ttOIOK VMUt 


Brand new gas-saving "Rocket" E 
standout leader in high compression! 
Brilliant new Body by Fisher— 
bigger—wider—smarter, too! 
Luxurious new styling inside and out- 
more beauty—comfort—room and view! 
New chassis—an even smoother "Rocket Ride"? 
Improved Oldsmobile Hydra-Matic Drive*! / 


Sec the new all-time great Super "88"— 


NEW SUPER "88" OLDSMOBILES 


NOW ON DISPLAY 


HARMON AUTO COMPANY 


221 HENNEPIN AVE. 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
PHONE 3-1241 


iNEWSPA'FERr 
.NEWSPAPER! 
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1904—MODEL F 
1950—MODEL 52 
1949—MODEL 51 


\ \«i 


1948—MODEL 56-6 
1941—MODEL 61 
1940—MODEL 90L 


1905—MODEL C 


1906—MODEL F 


1907—MODEL S 


1908—MODEL 10 


1909—MODEL 17 


1910—MODEL 41 


1912—MODEL 35 


It's fhe 1951 BUfCff SPECIAL! 


WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES ARE BOUT . . . BOICK WILL BUILD THEM, AND 


ZEIEN BUICK COMPANY 
ILL SELL AND SERVICE THEM 
E 


ver since 1904, Buick Automobiles have been one of the world's leading cars 
and for seventeen years we have been leaders in Dixon. Providing the best 


in motor cars and the best in service, Oscar Johnson opened his own sales and 
service shop in 1934 and became exclusive dealer for Buick Automobiles at 108 North 
Galena Avenue. Starting with the company in 1936, Herbert Zeien assumed control 


of the company upon the death of Mr. Johnson in 1950. Hand in hand with Buick's 47 
years of progress, we are proud to have progressed with them and to have grown with 


Dixon. 


1 
9 
3 
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OSCAR JOHNSON 


Founder of 


Oscar Johnsoh 
Motor Company 


MRS. DALE REUTER, Bookkeeper 


BETTY SPOHN, Stenographer 


HENRY (BUD) UTLEY. Salesman 


ROBERT CHINOUTH, Body Shop Foreman 


FRANK OTTO, Body Shop 


GRANT BLANCHETTE, Body Man 


WENDELL GLESSNER, Parts Manager 
QUINCY ADAMS, Parts Department 


PAUL WARNER, Mechanic 


WESLEY HOWELL, Mechanic 


DALE REUTER. Mechanic 


LEONARD WOODYATT. Mechanic 


BILL LAW, Mechanic 


KENNETH SCHRYVER, Mechanic 


1 
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HERBERT ZEIEN 


Owntr of 


Zelcn Buick 


Company 


ZEIEN BUICK COMPANY 


DIAL 2 - 0 1 5 1 


108 N. GALENA AVENUE 


1939—MODEL 41 
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1938—MODEL 68 
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1936—-MODEL 90 


.1935—MODEL 41 


1933—MODEL 57 


1931—MODEL 96 


1930—MODEL 47 


DIXON 


1929—MODEL 49 


1915—MODEL 25 
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1917—MODEL 47 
1919—MODEL 47 
1922—MODEL 45 
1924—MODEL 48 
1927—MODEL 
1928—MODEL 


Page 4—Sec. H 
iflr 
& 
1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH— 1951 
ft 
ft 
Centennial Edition 


1905... Billy Sunday Overpowers Dixon 


Thousands Greet 
Teddy Roosevelt 


lEvcnuig Telegraph, May 10, 


1905)—Infecting 
everyone 
with 


the 
spontaneous 
geniality 
and 


frankness of his personality, Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt made a 
three-minute stop in Dixon at 9:14 
this morning and briefly addressed 
the thousands of people congregat- 
ed to greet him. 


Well-known citizens from 
all 


parts of the county were here and 
every town was represented by a 
delegation. Dixon should feel high- 
ly honored .in a stop being made 
here by the chief executive as 
Sterling and DeKalb were the only 
other cities in the state where a 
speech was made before Chicago 
was readied. 


The citizens accordingly 
iccl 


grateful to County Chairman M. 
J. McGowan, who, with the assist- 
ance qt Judge S/H. Bethea, was 
enabled to bring his plans to this 
end to a successful issue. 


(A long account of the presi- 


dent's visit and brief address in- 
cluded his statement: 
"I can not 


say how impressed I am with the 
wonderful beauty and luxuriant 
fertility of this country of yours.") 


Portland Cement 
Plans Factory 


(Evening Telegraph. Sept. 29, 


1905 — The Sandusky Portland 
Cement company with offices at 
Sandusky, and Cleveland, Ohio, 
and at Chicago, will commence the 
erection of a $750,000 factory cast 
of Dixon within Ink near future 
which will be ready for operation 
on April 1, 1906. 


This mammoth concern 
will 


manufacture 2,000 barrels per day 
of the Medusa brand of cement. To 
do this, it will employ at the 
start 200* men, 24 hours a day 
throughout the 365 days of the 
year. 
This small army of em- 


ployes will earn 
year. 


$200,000 every 


(A long, detailed story of the 


industry and Its plans followed. 
Announcement of the new factory 
started a prosperity 
wave in 


Dixon.) 


BUYS HAZELWOOD 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 
10, 


1905)—Hazelwood, located about 
two miles from this city on the 
north bank of the river, has been 
purchased from Fred H. Page by 
Senator C. H. Hughes. 


Evangelist Lectures 'For Men Only' 


Among the features of the revival sessions held here by Evangelist'Billy Sunday in 1905, were his lectures for men 
only. This picture, taken at one of those special lectures, shows a packed house, an example of the'enthusiasm with 
which Dixon audiences received the world-renowned speaker. 


Governor LaFollette 
Speaks at Assembly 


Hon. Robert M. LaFollette, gov- 


ernor of Wisconsin, addressed the 
Assembly at Dixon on Aug. 12, 
1905. The largest crowd to gather 
for the sessions of the chautauqua 
that season heard him speak on 
the subject .of 
"Representative 


Government." 


During his talk he attacked the 


railroad trusts and powerful capi- 
talists. 


DR. LeSAGE READS AKTlCLfci 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 
I, 


1905)—At the 
meeting of 
the 


Dixon Medical Association at the 
county court room last night there 
was a good attendance. Dr. C. A. 
E. LcSagc, whose specialty is dis- 
eases of the eye, car,- nose and 
throat, read an articl* ho had pre- 
pared. 


POPULATION IN 11)03 


(Evening Telegraph. 
Apr. lo, 


1905)— Dixon's population up to 
Monday numbered 10,217 persons. 
This information is contained m 
the second issue of the Dixon Di- 
rectory made by the Twentieth 
Century Directory Co., of which 
Letter Carrier Herbert W. Morris 
is president. 


Dixon Man Invents 
New Piano Roll 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 29, 


1905)—A Dixon man, R. A. Ro- 
dcsch, has invented a piano player 
using perforated paper music rolls, 
such as are used by the self-play- 
ing attachments, which will revo- 
lutionize this branch of the piano 
business. 


Mr. Rodcsch has fitted the me- 


chanism to a fine piano and it is 
now on exhibition at his piano 
rooms at No. 403 First street. 


Bryan Addresses 
Assembly Throng 


Wiiiiam 
Jennings .Bryan ad- 


dressed the citizens of Dixon and 
their guests at the opening day of 
the Assembly on July 30,1905. 
• His subject was "The Value of 
an Ideal," and he told his audience 
that "Young men should prepare 
for service, and when their oppor- 
tunity comes, they will be ready 
to give it. They should take hold 
of an uplifting ideal and pursue it" 


The Telegraph reported that 


"The lecture by Mr. Bryan was 
greatly appreciated and was fre- 
quently interrupted by hearty ap- 
plause." 


Pre-Juke Box 


OOPS, MR. MAYOR 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 10, 


1905)—Mayor 
I. 
F. 
Edwards, 


while returning from church last 
night with Mrs. Edwards, slipped 
on a banana peel on the sidewalk 
in front of Todd's hat store, 


1930 
Twenty-One Years 


Keeping the 


Walking Public Happy 


On Jan. 16, 1930, in the midst of a great 
depression there appeared in Dixon a new 
business that through the years was to be- 
come one of the leading shoo repair shops in 
this vicinity. After six years of business In 
our ft rut location there were hundreds ol 
satisfied customers whose constant demand 
made It necessary to expand and move to our 
present location at 105 S. Galena Avc., where 
th» most up to date equipment was Installed 
striving to keep pace with (he changing 
world. 


thirteen years later we maUo another c\- 
nansion, stocking a complete tine of famous 
JOHNSONIAN shoes for men and bojs, in 
a wide variety of styles and sizes. In twenty- 
one years of relation with you we still use 
materials and machinery that turn out the 
best possible repair work at less cost. NOW. 
with our famous line of shoes \\c also offer 
better SHOES at less money. 


Today, ue tecl as though this achievement 
was made possible only through the courteous 
response of our many satisfied patrons. As 
in the past we will endeavor to keep up with 
the modern way of life and carry on our 
business the same successful way. 


MODERN SHOE 
REPAIR SHOP 


FRANK DEUTSCII, Prop. 


105 S. Galena Ave. 
Downstairs 
Dixon, III 
1951 


*r«m>dcnltb the nccuracy of it scicnllOc 
Instrument. Tlicy run nmoot. thoy run true 
and th«y run in perfect time: they arc made 
hoceitly; tb jy xrc made to reflect credit and 
to up-bold the fame of the man behind then. 
I|l9ilEnatur«lioD every mnchlnc; without 
It no other i< genuine. Nursed. 


LATTA BROS., Agent. 


Parent of the modern day juke 


jox was this early Edison phono- 
jraph which provided parlor enter- 
tainment in the 1900s., The ma- 
chines were said to reflect credit 
.o their inventor, and his signa- 
ture was on every instrument. 


World-Famous Evangelist 
Leaves Trail of Converts 


Billy Sunday, world-famous evangelist, swept into Dixon 


on Feb. 16, 1905, stirred the citizens in a whirlwind of reli- 
gious oratory and departed March 20, leaving a trial of 1,354 
converts to fill the pews of the city's churches for several 
months to follow. 


It was the greatest 
revival 


Dixon had ever known. People fill- 
ed the tabernacle to overflowing 
night after night as they listened 
spellbound to the epigrams and 
"Sunday-isms" of a man who many 
believe has had no equal in persua- 
sion. His -codes of moral and eth- 
ical obligations sent sinners run- 
ning for cover, strong nven turned 
their thoughts to eternity, women 
cheered, waved handkerchiefs and 
all were profoundly moved. 


Preaches 64 Sermons 


Evangelist 
Sunday 
came 
to 


Dixon inspired with the belief 
that the church is strongei than 
the anti-church element and in 
four and a half weeks he preached 
64 sermons including three meet- 
ings at Dixon College, the North 
Dixon school and Coppins' Busi- 
ness College. 


He stressed in all his sermons 


the doctrines of hell fire and dam- 
nation for the sinner and heaven 
and happiness for the Christian- 
minded. 


In addition to the 1,351 persons 


who were converted by Billy Sun- 
day here, the series of meetings 
raised a total of $8,403 for the 
YAICA. 


147,200 Attend Sessions 


The total 
attendance at the 


afternoon and evening meetings 
amounted to 1-17,200 persons, not 
including those who attended the 
forenoon cottage prayer meetings. 


A fellowship among Christian 


people of all denominations was 
established by the series of meet- 
ings, and the members of the 
Dixon Ministerial Association ex- 
pressed great appreciation for the 
evangelist's work here. 


Several of Dixon's leading busi- 


ness m«n did not welcome Sun- 
day's visit here, but it was re- 
ported by The Telegraph at the 
close of the sessions that "within 
the first' two weeks the Rev. Mr. 
Sunday broke the ranks of those 
who started out to fight the re- 
vival." 


Great Preparation 


Before the evangelist's arrival, 


The Telegraph reported on Feb. 
14: "Never has greater prepara- 
tion been made in Dixon for any 
series of religious meetings," The 
big tabernacle, seating 3,300 per- 
sons, waa prepared in advance and 
four stoves were added for the 


7n Only 


Years- 


Presenting 


Dixon 


With Its 


Newest and Most Modern 


Cleaning Unit! 


It's taken a lot of good hard work, time and money 
... but we've done it! We're now able, after only, 
three years in business, to provide Dixon with the 
finest cleaning equipment available! And we know 
how to use it; our plant foreman has had 31 years 
experience in the dry cleaning industry. It all adds 
up to one thing—when you bring your clothes to 
Maloney's, you know you're getting superior serv- 
ice in every respect. 


4 Hour Service en 


Dry Cleaning 


It Desired 


Guaranteed 
ODORLESS 
CLMNIN6 


1948 -1951 


The lest in 


Laundry Service 


FrM Hck-Up and 


Delivery 


MALONEY'S 
CLEANERS and LAUNDRY 


Phone 2-9521 
110 E. First St. 


comfort of the audiences." 


On Feb. 17, The Telegraph re- 


ported: 


"Evangelist Sunday opened his 


campaign in Dixon Thursday night 
(the 16th) with more vigor than 
any politician ever attacked his bit- 
terest oponent. It was like touch- 
ing a brand to a dry prairie before 
a whirlwind 
We never saw a 


man work harder when he speaks. 
He had not been talking 10 min- 
utes before the perspiration start- 
ed to run down his face 
He 


talks with his whole face, his neck, 
his arms, his legs, his torso, his 
trouser pockets and coat tails." 


Sunday was 41 years old when 


he came to Dixon to preach. He 
was a natural orator and more 
than that, he was completely sin- 
cere and winning in his ways. 


1,000 Turned Away 


On Feb. 27, The Telegraph re- 


ported that 8,400 had heard the 
evangelist the day before (Sun-* 
day) and that 500 had fctood dur- 
ing the entire evening service. 
More than 1,000 persons were 
turned away. 


In pleading lor the conversion 


of "sinners," Billy Sunday pleaded: 
"Heaven, earth and hell are all 
interested in this meeting. Heaven 
wants to win you, earth wants to 
cheat you,s hell wants to defeat 
you. Who will win?" 


At the end of his meetings, it is 


reported, "his collar drooped like 
a handkerchief around his neck." 
on Mar. 6th, The Telegraph said, 
"Never has any influence stirred 
Dixon as she was stirred Sunday 
by the evangelistic meetings." 


"For Men Only" 


Among the features of the revi- 


val sessions were those meetings 
which were held for men only. 
More than 3,500 men were present 
on Mar. 5th when Billy Sunday's 
subject was "Chickens Come Home 
to Roost." 


Special trains and excursion 


parties from all the neighboring 
towns brought hundreds of eager 
listeners to the meetings here. 


When Sunday's lecture turned 


to the subject of "Popular Amuse- 
ments," 
thousands 
took 
their 


lunches and arrived early at the 
tabernacle to be ready to hear his 
scorching denouncement of card 
playing and dancing. 


Citizens' Opinions 


- Many Dixon citizens expressed 
their opinions (in print), of the 
evangelist. Said County Judge R. 
H. Scott: 


"Wm. A. Sunday, the evangelist, 


is a whirlwind in his line and his 
work in Dixon has justified the 
people who secured his services 
here." 


Treasurer Walter "Mcrriman: "I 


think he is hurrying himself to the 
grave for the good of humanity." 


Billy Sunday had struck at the 


heart of Dixon—and left it soft, 
mellow and forgiving. 
Eugene V. Debs 
Upholds Socialism 


Eugene V. Debs, the great labor 


leader, spoke for an hour on the 
subject of "Social Problems" at 
the Assembly in Dixon on Aug. 8, 
1903. 
During his address he said, 


"Socialism would establish co-op- 
eration instead of competition . . 
They who oppose socialism believe 
that it would take from those who 
have and" give to those who have' 
not. Nothing is more untrue." 


Park Doomed 
By Realtor 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 11, 


1905)—Pleasure Park is to be no 
more. The field which nas been 
the scene of many pretty races, 
the speedway 
where 
numeroua 


fast hors"es have had their carl 
training, the park where 


>V 


man™ 


athletic struggles, baseball, 
and 


football contests have been won 
and lost during the past 12 years 
is to be cut up into city lots and 
to future generations 
will 
be 


known only as a neat residence 
district overlooking the river and 
the city beyond. 


This news will'be received with 


regret by many, for the park is 
the only field within the city lim- 
its where many amusements can 
be held. Mr. E. C. Parsons has 
decided that the land can be put 
to more profitable 
use than 
a 


pleasure park, and while his plans 
are not yet perfected, it is his in- 
tention to this 
year 
grade the 


park, raising it to a level entirely 
safe from any overflow -from the 
river, lay it off in streets and 
boulevards and put the lots on the 
market. 
y 


(It was in Pleasure Park that 


the large circuses pitched their 
tonts while in Dixon.) 
'Flickers' Thrill 


Audiences 


There were chariot races, virtu- 


ous women saved from the clutches 
of lecherous villains and handsome 
heroes rushing to the rescue to-f> 
thrill the citizens of Dixon when*' 
the motion pictures first began 
their inroads into the entertain- 
ment lives of the people in 1905. 


"The flickers," as they then were 


called, were enthusiastically re- 
ceived here and early programs, 
usually presented as benefits, at- 
tracted large audiences. 


On April 22, The Telegraph re- 


ported that "a large audience wit- 
nessed the moving picture enter- 'P 
tainment given by the John Dixon 
Guards at the armory last night. 
The pictures were educational, en- 
tertaining and exciting and the 
Guards are to be congratulated up- 
on bringing to this city an enter- 
tainment so meritorious. The best 
features of the evening were the 
Bold Bank Robbery and Under the 
Stars and Stripes. The latter was 
a beautiful picture with songs ac- _, 
companying. 
^ 


"The picture, Excursion Througn 


Italy, is a grand picture showing 
streets of Venice, feeding 
the 


doves, at Mt. Vesuvius. The best 
comic pictures ever seen were 
given last night. 
The picture 


play, Ben Hur, was something 
wonderful and the Fire Fighters, 
showing firemen sliding 
down 


poles and the rescue of a woman 
and child was full of interest and _ 
excitement." 
* 


Mrs. B. F. Shaw, 
Editor's Wife, Dies 


On Feb. 6, 1905, The Telegraph 


reported the death of Mrs. B. F. 
Shaw, wife of the proprietor and 
senior editor of the newspaper. 


Mrs. Shaw, ncc Anna Eustace. 


was born in Philadelphia on Aug. 
18, 1836. She was a daughter of * 
Rev. Thomas Eustace, a Presby- 
terian clergyman and a native of 
Dublin, Ireland. She was also the 
sister of the late Judge John V. 
Eustace who was prominent in the 
city's early history. 


Miss Eustace and B. F. Shaw 


were married on Nov. 10, 1853. 


For many years she had been 


a prominent member of the Dixon 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution. 
* 


1935 [—11951 


71te name Hill has been asso- 
ciated with one of Dixon's 
most important necessities for 
the past sixteen years . . . 


FOOD 


As in the Past, a Must 


at Hill Bros. Is 


QUALITY PRODUCTS 
COURTEOUS SERVICE 


HILL BROTHERS 


GROCERY 


ED HILL 
BOB HILL 
Proprietors 


113 N. GALENA AVE. 
OIXON. ILLINOIS 
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THROUGH OUR DOORS PASS THE 


Most Beautiful Cars Built 
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Distinguished Beyond All Others 


When the word "Distinction" is used in connec- 
tion with a motor car, it calls Cadillac so quickly 
to mind that the two words are all but synony- 
mous. Cadillac has long since stood so 
completely apart in the way it looks, in the way 
it performs and in the prestige it bestows upon 
its owners, that the public has reserved a spe- 
cial place for it in the world of motor cars. And 
this year of 1951 is destined to see Cadillac's 
measure of leadership lengthened and 
strengthened in every respect- 


America's Largest and Finest 
LOW-PRICED CAR 
, » 


The new 1951 Chevrolet is more beautiful from 
bumper to bumper .. . from the new Fashion- 
Front grille to the new Reflector-Guard tail 
lights. Lines are longer, lower, more sweeping. 
Rear fender contours are completly restyled. 
Everywhere you look, there are fresh design 
treatments to delight your eye. And beyond 
that, Chevrolet brings you more that's new for 
'51 than any other car in its field. Luxurious new 
interiors, completely new brakes, new ease and 
safety of control... improvements and refine- 
ments throughout that make Chevrolet the great 
American value. 


Serving Dixon Motorists 


for Eight Years 


Established In 1943, yonr Chevrolet-Cadillac dealership has had the pleasure of serving 
you for eight years. During this time we have endeavored to give the Chevrolet and 
Cadillac owners of this community the utmost in efficient service to which they are en- 
titled. Chevrolet and Cadillac are both leaders in their respective fields and Harrison 
Motor Sales is the leader in its field—automotive sales and service in Dixon. The only 
method of maintaining that leadership is to give our customers the satisfaction they 
desire. Expertly trained mechanics, the most modern tools and machines, the highest- 
grade materials, the largest stock of parts in this area, a showroom that provides com- 
fortable furniture and literature for both men and women, and personnel that gives you 
prompt and courteous service are a few of the things that make you look forward to 
visiting Harrison Motors. 
It is, Indeed, a pleasure to be part of a community that Is honoring Its newspaper on 
Its 100th anniversary. Our sincerest congratulations to the Dixon Evening Telegraph 
upon reaching the centennial milestone in its never-ending road of success. 
. . .• :, 
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1906 
Work Started on New City Hall 
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Old Firehouse Before Being Razed 


Ground Is Broken in July; 
Completed 7 Months Later 


The cornerstone for 
Dixon's 


present city hall and fire depart- 
ment building was laid on the aft- 
ernoon of Aug. 31, 1906, at infor- 
mal ceremonies attended by city 
dignitaries. 


The actual work of masonry in- 


volv'ed in laying the stone had 
been done earlier, and all that re- 
mained at the ceremony was the 
placing of a copper box in the cor 
nerstone. 
Those witnessing the 


ceremony included Mayor I. F. Ed- 
wards. City Clerk H. U. Bardwell; 


lity Attorney John Dornblaser, 
Alredmen 
James 
N. Sterling, 


Martin Gannon and Edward Gon- 
nerman, Chief of Police W. H. 
Wogdyatt, Chief of the Fire De- 
partment George Detrick, City En- 
fineer Nesbit and Attorney Henry 
S. Dixon. 


Documents in Copper Box 


The copper box contained a copy 


if each of the Dixon daily news- 
tapers, a city directory, revised 
jrdinances of the city, an original 
>hotograph of John Dixon, a di: 
ectory of the city officials, bond 
ssue ordinance, and the appro- 
nation ordinance. The box was 
placed in the stone by Attorney 
>ixon, grandson of John Dixon, 


founder of the city. 


American, French, Canadian and 


Spanish coins were placed on top 
of the box after it had been laid. 
The date of the American penny 
donated by Alderman Gannon was 
1822. 


The building, nearly completed 


in 1906, was not formally dedi- 
cated, however, until the anniver- 
sary of Washington's birthday, 
Feb. 22, 1907. 


Cost $32,000 


The building was finished at a 


cost of $32,000. Architects were 
Spencer & Temple of Champaign, 
111., and the 
contractors 
were 


Greig & Baumn. 


The ground for the building was 


broken during the first week of 
July, 1906. and the Structure com- 
pleted in a little more than seven 
months. 


The first regular council meet- 


ing was held on March 1, 1907. 


The dedicatory address on Feb. 


22 was made by A. C. Bardwell 
following a welcoming address Dy 
Mayor I. F. Edwards. 


The Dixon Marine band provid- 


ed music for the occasion and hun- 
dreds of citizens, proud of their 
new building, attended the open- 
ing. 


r 
Pour Dixon Baseball Stars 
Sign With League Teams 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 5, 


906)—The Dixon Browns base- 
>all team will mourn next summer 
ver the absence of several of their 
rack players. 
Thus far, four Dixon men have 
igned articles to play with cele- 
rated teams next season, and sev- 
ral more probably will, sometime 
oon. 
Bob Stratton, who ably held his 
wn as catcher with the New Or- 
eans team of the Southern league 
ast season, has signed with them 
or next summer and will go to 
•>Jew Orleans Feb. 20 to commence 
raining. 
Mont Bales who has played with 
he Dixon Browns since the or- 
ganization of that' team, will be 
lissed by them this summer, as 
e has signed with the Little Rock, 
Vrk., team of the Southern league 
nd will, we feel sure, make good 


at the post of shortstop. 


Ward, (or "Windy,", as he is 


called by the boys) Miller is an- 
other Dixon Brown who will be 
missed next summer. He has sign- 
ed articles with the Three I league 
whose headquarters are at Rock 
Island and if he makes good with 
them, as he has with the local 
teams of football and baseball, he 
will make a record as outfielder. 
Bales also has made a good record 
in football field. 


Last, but not least, is Albert 


Hall, who has signed with the 
Cuban Giants for next season with 
headquarters in New York. The 
Cuban Giants, colored, have made 
a good name for themselves in the 
last few years and none but first 
class players get a chance to sign 
with them; but Hall will undoubt- 
edly make good as he has had a 
great deal of experience. 


TTie Bronco Was Champion Mare in 1906 
| 


2 


1 


World champion pacing mare in 1906 was The Bronco, owned by Bob Adams, a 


Dixon blacksmith (shown above with the famous pacer). The fleet mare set a world 
record for mares of 2:31/4 to make Dixon citizens at home and abroad proud of their 
town. The Bronco was raced on all the country's leading tracks, always finishing in 
the money. She was sold for $10,000 in July, 1906, to her trainer, Charles E. Dean of 
Palatine. (Above photo, showing The Bronco on the racing track in North Dixon, is 
owned by Quincy Adams, nephew of Bob Adams.) 


Coppins Commercial 
School Flourishes 


Although only three years old, 


the Coppins Commercial school re- 
opened for the fall term, in 1906 
with an enrollment that was twice 
as large as that of the previous 
year. 


The school, located in 1906 in 


the Schuler building, corner of 
First street and Galena avenue, 
tiad a profound influence on the 
business and educational life of 
Dixon for many, many years. 
Practical business and stenogra- 
phic courses were taught under 
Lhe efficient management of Prof. 
Coppins and in 1906 it was report- 
ed that students had been placed 
in offices of important industries 
in Dixon and Freeport. 


In 1906 the enrollment included 


young students from Bureau, Star, 
Carroll, Whiteside and Lee coun- 
ties. 


Practical Club 
In 45th Year 


Of the eight charter members 


who organized the Practical club 
in Dixon on Sept. 7, 1906, two re- 
main as active associates. They 
are Mrs. Mabel Mays and Mrs. 
Rowena Powell. 


The club was originally started 


by members of the Methodist 
church for the purpose of provid- 
ing a social afternoon. 
Through 


the years, members from other 
Dixon churches have joined the 
club. 


The club meets on Tuesdays, 


twice a month, usually for a des- 
sert luncheon. 


Programs during the year con- 


sist of book reviews, travelogues 
and music. 


For the past several years the 
(Continued on page 15, Sec. H) 


Greene Barber Shop 
Oldest at Same Place 


The E. M. Green barber shop at 


224 \V. First street may rightly be 
considered the oldest barber shop 
in Dixon and Lee county to b« 
operated continuously in the same 
location. 


Mr. Greene, present owner of 


the shop, bought the business in 
1944 
after having worked in the 


shop for ten years. The previous 
owner had been H. S. 
Stephan 


who had purchased the business 
from Mason and Trarini in 1906. 
Mr. Stephan still works in the 
shop. 


LAWN MOWER COMPANY 
(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 28, 


1906)—The Clipper Lawn Mower 
company has everything ready for 
business in the new location. The 
wheels turned today and work was 
begun on a large order of mowers. 
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Your Dodge and Plymouth Car and Dodge Truck Dealer Since 1933 


SERVING 


DIXON 


1933 


For 28 years now it has been the 
privilege of NEWMAN'S to serve 
the motoring needs of th Dixon 
region . , . offering the finest in 
Dodge and Plymouth sales and 
service in this city. We are sin- 
cerely grateful for the public con- 
fidence which has made possible 
the steady expansion of this busi- 
ness enterprise and pledge every 
effort in the years ahead to war- 
rant continued acceptance of the 
service we offer the motoring 
public. 


If you are a Dodge or Plymouth 
owner (or any other make), why 
not stop in and get acquainted 
with the many features our SERV- 
ICE DEPARTMENT has to offer. 
Our factory trained mechanics are 
here to help you, they have spe- 
cially designed tools and equip- 
ment necessary to do cm expert 
job. 
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FOR 


28 YEARS 


1951 


Thrill to the beauty and perform- 
ance of the new 1951 Dodge. 
Compare its engineering qualifi- 
cations/ its mechanical features* 
consider the superlative riding 
comfort it offers, its driver and 
rider visibility, and its economy of 
operation. By whatever yardstick 
you may choose. Dodge measures 
up to every test. Its the car de- 
signed with YOU in mind. 


Proudly, Newman's presents the 
newest and greatest PLYMOUTH 
of them all... a Plymouth which 
offers America's greatest car value 
for 1951. Treat yourself to a ride in 
this newest and greatest car in the 
moderate price field. Enjoy 
smoother-than-ever riding comfort. 
Note the power-when-you-need-it 
motor performance and all the 
new safety features of this new car 
and remember, PLYMOUTH builds 
great cars. 


NEWMAN MOTOR SALES Co. 


76 OTTAWA AVE. 
DODGE AND PLYMOUTH AUTOMOBILES 
-- 
DIAL 2-0271 
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The Home of the 


DIXON OIL COMPANY 


Since 1937 
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Dealers for Conoco Fuel Oil and Gilbarco Oil Burners! 


1937 
1951 


BULK PLANT, BRINXON AVENUE, DKON 


We are not one hundred years old but we are mighty 
proud to have been part of Dixoii industry for the past 
fourteen years. It has been a wonderful experience to 
watch our business grow and to the many fine people who 
have so loyally patronized us during the years we offer 
our sincere thanks and appreciation, it is our earnest de- 
sire to keep on serving you in the best way possible. 


Conoco Fuel oil has long been known for its fine qual- 
ity. Gilbarco Warm Air Furnaces make a perfect com- 
bination for complete satisfaction and insure safe, eco- 
nomical heat for home or industry. Whatever your heat- 
ing problems may be our trained furnace men and sheet 
metal workers will be glad to call on you and to tell you 
about the many advantages of these two fine products. 
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JESSE CARSON 
ARNOLD SPANGLEB 
CLYDE CARSON 
HARRY S. STEWART 
HERB SCHUMAKER 


DIXON OIL COMPANY 


812 DEMENT AVE.-CLYDE CARSON, Prop.--DIAL 40171 
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We've Been Growing With Dixon for 36 1 


RAY KLINE, JUNIOR 


Vice President and Sales Manager 


MRS. RAY KLINE, SENIOR 


Office Manager 


RAT KLINB, SENIOR 


President and General Manager 


FRANCES SHAW 


Accountant 
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36 Years of Progress in Dixon 


From the first tire and accessory store between Chicago and the Mississippi River to one of the finest 
and most modern Automotive Dealerships in the same area. This, is our story, and on this, our 36th 
Anniversary, we look back over the years with pride and gratitude. We are proud to have grown 
with Dixon and the Dixon Evening Telegraph. With immeasurable faith in Dixon and a realization 
that automobiles were here to stay, we entered a whole new world of business by starting the first tire 
and accessory shop between Chicago and the Mississippi River and in 1915 we opened our first store 
in a little frame building on East First street. With the ever increasing demand for new automobiles, 
parts, storage and service our business grew and in 1923, we promoted the erection of the building on 
the corner of Ottawa Avenue and River Street where we were able to further expand and give our 
customers the kind of service to which they were entitled. In January, 1946, we became the exclusive 
dealers in Dixon and Lee County for the world famous Pontiac Automobile and at the same time 
opened our present modem building. A skilled staff of factory trained mechanics is ready to service 
any make of car and render a complete automotive service to the citizens of Dixon and vicinity. To the 
hundreds of fine people who have made this success story possible, we offer our sincere thanks and a 
heartfelt wish that we may continue to serve them for many more years. As we celebrate our 36th 
Birthday, we would also like to extend our greetings and best wishes to the publishers and staff of the 
Dixon Evening Telegraph, as they celebrate their 100th Birthday. 


LEE CLAYTON 
Parts Manager 


It 


BILL CHARVAT 
Service Depf. 


MILLARD COLE 
Mgr. Body Shop 


WENDELL SHELL 


Service Depf. 


ORVILLE TIFFANY 
Master Mecnanle 


ROSS MILLER 


Strv/ce Manager 


FAY DRYNAN 


Mgr. Tune-Up Depf. 


GEORGE (Doe) ADAMS 


Service Depf. 


JOE NOVAK 
Service Depf. 


Ponttac 


DM 4-1451 
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Bars and We're Still Growing With Pontiac 


1951 PONTIAC SUPER DELUXE CATALINA — <|ffi MOST BEAUTIF.UL THING ON WHEELS 


25 Years of 
Pcntiac Progress 


t 
1926 PONTIAC 2-DOOR SEDAN, THE FIRST PONTIAC MADE 


We Started With 


i. 
A BUGGY! 


The year is 1893. A World's Fair is attracting crowds in Chicago, 
and in Pontiac, Michigan, a young man named Edward Murphy 
hires a few craftsmen and starts the Pontiac Buggy Company. 
Yes, Pontiac's history actually dates back 58 years, to the days 
Before young hooligans shouted their derisive "get a horse". 
The fame of the Murphy buggy spread far, its name was synony- 
mous with fine carriage work but space does not permit telling 
the whole story from those early days over the intervening years. 
While many scoffed, far»sighted men saw the future for the 
automobile. Edward Murphy was one of these and, in 1907, he 
organized the Oakland Motor Car Company and the first "Two- 
Hunger" was built. In 1908, came the first four cylinder. From 
ibis start, grew the Pontiac organization and in January, 1926, 
the first Pontiac was announced and caught the public eye 
instantly. Predicated on the idea that people would want and 
buy a car that offered them much more in value, beauty, luxury 
and performance—for little more in price ... It is to this creed 
that Pontiac still holds and proves more than ever that "Dollar 
^lor Dollar you can't beat a Pontiac." 


1926 


HIS 14th PONTIAC 


Pictured above, Is proof positive of a well satisfied Pontiac customer of 
long standing. Mr. Medric Hussey of Franklin Grove, Illinois, is shown 
-leaving the Terminal Pontiac Garage with his 14th Pontiac Automobile 
... A new 1951 Deluxe 4 Door Chieftan, Hydramatic. Mr. Hnssey's first 
Pontiac was a 1926, shown above at upper left, and is proud of being a 
Pontiac owner for twenty-five years. 


1936 PONTIAC DELUXE EIGHT Z DOOB SEDAN 


SEE THE NEW 1951 


SilverAniiiwersa*y 


* 
JPontiac 


Even More Beautiful—Proof That Dollar for Dollar 


You Can't Beat a Pontiac 


EXCITING NEW SILVER STREAK STYLING! The new 1951 Pontiac is still the moit 
beautiful thing on wheels with a distinctive new Gull-Wing inspired grille and omart 
new touches of sparkling chrome. 


LUXURIOUS NEW INTERIORS. From its gleaming Silver Star Instrument Panel 
to its Deep-Rest Seats, the 1951 Pontiac is EXTRA luxurious—tastefully upholstered 
in broadcloths and other fine materials. 


SMOOTHER, IMPROVED "TRAVELUX" RIDE. Even the famous Pontiac "Travelux" 
Ride has been bettered . .. with Long-Flex Rear Springs ... a full six-inches longer, 
for a restful, relaxing ride. 


INCREASED HORSEPOWER. The new Silver Streak Six is more powerful with 
horsepower rating of 96! The new Silver Streak Eight . . . still the lowest-priced 
Straight Eight In America ... performs more excitingly than, ever, too. with a horse- 
power rating of 116. 


RENOWNED PONTIAC DEPENDABILITY AND ECONOMY. As always, Pontiac 
engineers have continued to strive to make the new Silver Anniversary Pontiac even 
more dependable and economical than its predecessors. New engineering advancement, 
will contribute even more to Pontiac's unmatched record for long .trouble-free life. 


STILL THE LOWEST PRICED CAR WITH GM HYDRA-MATIC DRIVE! Hydra, 
Matio IB the one fully automatic way of driving that has been PROVED dependable 
by billions of miles of driving! Now, in the 1951 Pontiac, Hydra-Matic is smoother 
and atlll further improved. 


DM 4-1451 


1946 PONTIAC STREAMLINER SEDAN COUPE 


1951 PONTIAC CHIEPTAN DELUXE 4 DOOR SEDAN 
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LoweU Pork, City Property Since .1907, Provides 
201 Acres of Natural Woodlands Along Rock River 


Very few parks of its size any- 


where in the nation offer such 
facilities and attractions as the 
201 acres of land along Rock River 
known 
as Lowell Park. 
For 


nearly a half century this tract of 
land with its extensive flora and 
bird life, abundance of shade and 
fine water, the privilege of fire for 
cooking, the - convenient shelters, 
and its beaches has provided a 
holiday retreat from the work and 
worry of shop and office for resi- 
dents of Dixon and the surround- 
ing area. 


Since April 17, 1907, when the 


land became city property, Lowell 
Park has been a favorite spot-for 
nature-lovers, picnickers and holi- 
day throngs. 


Land Purchased in 1859 


The land, known now as Lowell 


Park, was acquired by Charles 
Russell Lowell, Jr., in 1859. 
His 


reasons for the purchase of land 
have never been definitely estab- 
lished, but it is believed that he 
may have been interested in the 
area partly for investment and 
partly for its natural beauty. 


Mr. Lowell, born in 
Boston, 


January 2, 1835, was a Harvard 
graduate and is described by his- 
torians as a man "of fine charac- 
ter and high ideals." Shortly 
before he bought the land, some 
of the timber was cut for fuel for 
the construction of the Illinois 
Central Railroad nearby, and part 
of the bottom land near the river 
had been cleared and put under 
cultivation. 


In 1837 a house was built on the 


north bluff by John' Richards. 
Excepting the cultivated field of 
11 acres in the southwest corner, 
the land has practically remained 
in a wild state since Mr. Lowell 
bought it, 
growing into 
ideal 


conditions for a natural park. 


Killed in Battle 


About a year after Mr. Lowell's 


marriage, he was killed at the 
battle of Cedar Creek, in 1864. His 
widow, Josephine Shaw Lowell, at 
Mice became Interested in charities 
hi New York. She was always in- 
terested in parks and thought that 
most cities had too few. After her 
death in 1905, her daughter, 
Carlotta Russell Lowell, herself 
interested in parks, carried out 
her mother's wish by presenting 
the" land in Dixon for a park. As 
there was no law in Illinois by 
which a city could own park land 
which was not within or adjacent 
to the city limits. Senator nharles 
H. Hughes, introduced a bill which 
the legislature passed removing 
this difficulty. 


Conditions of Deed 


The deed was given April 17, 


1907, and contains the following 
conditions: 


1. The premises above shall be 


dedicated and forever used for and 
as a public park, and shall be kept 
In order by and at the cost of the 
City of Dixon and its successors. 


2. The park shall 
be 
called 


.Lowell 
Park, 
in 
memory of 


Charles Russell Lowell. Jr., born 
in Boston, Massachusetts, January 
2, 1835, who died of wounds re- 
ceived in the battle of 
Cedar 


Creek, Virginia, 
October • 19th, 


1864, and his wife, Josephine Shaw 
Lowell, bom in West 
Roxbury, 


Massachusetts, December 16, 1843, 
who died in New York, October 
12 1905. 


3. The said party of the first 


part and her heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives shall be permitted to 
place and 
maintain 
upon 
the 


premises at such place a's she or 
they may select, a suitable tablet 
stating in effect that the property 
was given by her to the city, and 
dedicated to public use in memory 
of her father and mother as afore- 
said. 


4. No inclosure shall be erected 


upon the said premises to which 
entrance shall be by money or 
ticket. 


5. No zoological collection shall 


be established or maintained upon 
said premises. 


6. No trees -shall be cut down 


upon said premises except for the 
purpose of carrying out the ob- 
jects for which the said premises 


, are hereby conveyed to the City 


In Winter 


Ladies of GAR Form 
Group 44 Years Ago 


And In Summer 


up Day". 
A volunteer force of 


about one hundred business and 
professional men, farmers, clerks, 
and laborers, spent the day in 
cleaning up an immense amount 
of dead wood, brush, 
stumps, 


weeds, and in mowing grass and 
trimming trees. An ample base- 
ball field was also laid out. The 
other event was 
"Lowell Park 


Day" unde'r the auspices of the 
merchants of Dixon commemorat- 
ing the opening of the park to 
the public. On that occasion nearly 
every place of business in Dixon 
was closed, and six thousand peo- 
ple thronged to the park for the 
day. A full program of athletic 
and aquatic games, boat races, 
and good music was enjoyed. The 
merchants served free coffee, a 
merry time was had, and histori- 
ans say "the best of good feeling 
and order prevailed." 


Telegraph Removes 
Ads From Page One 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 4, 


1907)—With a desire to increase 
the attractiveness of The Evening 
Telegraph, we have decided to 
remove from the first page the 
advertisements which have so long 
found a place there. 


We 
have 
always 
had 
the 


interests of the advertisers 
at 


heart.and have given all as good 
a position and display as possible 
without sacrificing the news fea- 
tures of the paper. 


The daily edition now has a 


circulation 
in 
the 
city 
and 


tributary rural routes of 2,100. 
Added to this is a circulation of 
about 2,000 for the semi-weekly 


Park Board Provides 
Recreation Programs 


of Dixon. 


7. No buildings shall be erected 


upon said premises except such as 
are necessary and useful in carry- 
ing out the . purposes for which 
the said premises are hereby con- 
veyed to the City of Dixon. 


8. No license or permission to 


sell or 
give away spirituous 


liquors 
or 
other 
intoxicating 


beverages upon the premises shall 
be granted to any 
person 
or 


corporation. 


Commission Created 


The Lowell Park Commission 


was created 
by an 
ordinance 


passed April 5, 1907, under which 
a Board of Commissioners who 
serve without pay was appointed. 


In the fifst year's work of the 


commission, roads or trails were 
opened up. 
The places where 


people congregate along the river 
"front were cleared of brush and 
dead-wood; a pavilion, four out- 
houses, and two substantial boat 
landings were erected, three wells 
sunk, and three hitching places 
provided as well as seats and 
tables. Two events of particular 
importance took place that year, 
the first of which was "Cleanlng- 
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edition covering the extremities of 
the county and extending into 
adjoining counties. 


CJlose-Mouthed Mayor 
Discusses Raisin Pie 


During a disagreement between 


members of the Dixon fire depart- 
ment in 1907, a Telegraph reporter 
interviewed Mayor Frank Edwards 
about the trouble. He found the 
mayor, on Jan. 8, eating a piece 
of raisin pic in a local restaurant. 


Asked the reporter: "Don't you 


think it would be the best thing 
if the chief would not wait unti 
the next regular meeting of th 
council to tender his resignation?' 


Replied the mayor: "If there I 


anything I like better than a pied 
of raisin pie, it is two pieces o 
raisin pie." 


THE "FAIR" SEX 


On June 12, 1907, The Tclcgrap! 


reported that a charge of assaul 
and battery against a Dixon ma 
was dropped when it was learnc 
that the lady who made the com 
plaint had been struck by a loos 
board, which flew up and hit he 
when Another lady stepped on it. 


The acquisition of Lowell Park 


n 1907 placed new responsibilities 
in the citizens of Dixon. Realizing 
his, Mayor I. F. Edwards, in the 
same year, appointed the first 
Park Board Commissioners to act 
as custodians of the new river 
'ront park and whatever other 
property the city would later 
acquire. 


The first board, in 1907, was 


composed of E. N. Howell, hard- 


C h a r l e s H. 
ware 
merchant; 


Hughes, banker; A. C. Bardwcll, 
attorney; C. G. Smith, plumber; 
and Edward Vaile, clothing mer- 
chant. Of these, the only surviving 
member is Mr. Vaile who has serv- 
ed on the Park Board continuously 
since its creation in 1907. 


For the past 44 years, Simonds, 


West & Blair ol Chicago, land- 
scape advisors, have directed the 
park program in Dixon. 


According to information com- 


piled by Mr. Vaile, Dixon is said 
to have more park acreage per 
capita than any city of comparable 
size in the state, excepting those 
operating airports. It is believed, 
too, that Dixon has more river 
frontage with bordering drives, 
walks, parks and beaches than any 
city in Illinois. 


Itrautiful River Banks 


Included in this measurement of 


Dixon parks arc the well-kept and 
beautiful river banks within the 
city. Landscaping and retaining 
walks haye made this frontage as 
beautiful as that of any city of 
Dixon's size. 


The city is fortunate, too, in the 


number of benefactors and bene- 
factions which have contributed to 
Improving- the park areas and 
river fronts. First of all, in size, is 
Lowell Park, given to the city on 
April 17, 1907. Included, too. is 
the Borden Park and Pnge Drive, 
given by the Borden Company. 


The trustees of the Lovcland 


Community House gave $30,000 to 
purchase the site for Dixon's new 
swimming pool. The Illinois Nor 
them Utilities company presented 
the large island above the dam as 
city property. Mrs. John Ralston 
and her sister, Mrs. Pauline Whitt 
home gave the city the athletic 
park known as Reynolds Field 
John Dixon, the founder of th< 
city, designated in his will that thi 
North 
Dixon 
and 
Haymarke 


parks should be city property. Thi 
Kiwanis club gave the boys' base 
ball field on Monroe avenue. Thi 
school board 
gave the 
formei 


school grounds on Seventh stree: 
as a playground and park. Severa 
other small lots were donated by 
early Dixon citizens as children's 
playgrounds. 


Summer Projects 


The Dixon Park Board has fo 


many years sponsored a summc; 
recreation program with the hope 
of providing the children of the 
city with wholesome activities un 
dcr competent supervision. During 
the recent years the board has 
operated four parks throughou 
the city each summer. It is the 
policy of the board to employ 
junior and senior high school girls 
as assistants. 


In addition, the board provide 


the Amvct program with two high 
school boys to supervise thci 
games. This makes a total of 1 
persons employed by the boarc 
each summer. 


Through a well-rounded pro 


gram of group games, handicrafts 
competitive sports, story-tellinj 
and singing games, 
the play 


grounds contribute their share 1 
the building of health and charac 
tcr among Dixon's youngest cltl 
zcns. 


During a seven-week program 


last summer there were over 15, 
000 child-days participation. 


Dixon Circle No. 73, Ladies of 


he Grand Army of the Republic, 
vas organized February 27, 1907, 
\y Mrs. Seth Thomas, Mrs. Emma 
Jrookner Petre, and Mrs. Mary 
Jepue. 


The charter carried 73 names 
nd was instituted by the depart- 
ment president, Mrs. Martha P. 
/anduzcr, of Chicago! 


Mrs. James Thompson was the 
irst president. Mrs. Emma Brook- 
er P.etre and her daughter, Mrs. 
tlae Brookner Cupp, and Mrs. 
ktarie B. Hettler were succeeding 
residents whose activities created 


strong fraternal, patriotic organi- 
ation. 


Organization's Objective* 


The objectives of the organiza- 
ion are to transmit the honor that 
belongs to the Union veteran of 
he Civil war to his'family and to 
reserve the memory 01 his deedS 
and sacrifices; to keep Memorial 
Day sacred; to teach lessens of 
good citizenship to children; to in- 
struct them in the Pledge of Alle- 
giance to the flag and the history 
of the country's defenders. 


This organization will be per- 


>etuated by lineal descendants of 
hose who wore the Blue, and take 
ts place with all historical socie- 
ties and is important and valuable 
as an order of record. It has and is 
malaining homes for widows 
andnnembers in many states, ono 
of which is the home at Maywood, 
111. 


Charitable Work 


Dixon Circle has been quietly 


active in charitable work. The 
amount of this work is never made 
public. However, reports of these 
activities are available to those 
interested in charitable work 


The only charter members now 


living are Mrs. Emmogene Morris 
of California and Mrs. Eleanor 
Coover of Dixon. 


On the lawn of the county court 


house is a bench dedicated to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, June 
23, 1933, by Dixon Circle No. 73. 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of Dixon Post, 
GAR. 


During the past year, Dixon Circle 


has given three flags, one ts the 
Praircville school, one to the Oak 
Forest school and one to St. Anne's 
church. Dixon Circle also gave a 
piano to the Dixon State hospital 


Dixon Circle has been honored 


by having many department offi- 
cers, including four department 
presidents: The late Mae Brookner 
Cupp, the late Marie B. Hettler, 
Florence Onnen and Etta Baker. 


Present Officers 


Officers for this year are: Pres- 


ident, Doris Turnbull; senior vice 
president, Cora Etherldge; junior 
vice president, Mabel Dial; secre- 
tary, Etta Baker; treasurer, Dor- 


othy Wernlck; 
chaplain, Viola 


Strub; patriotic instructor, Wmni- 
fred Edous; conductor, Emalyne 
Frisby; assistant conductor, Ca- 
therine Girton; guard, Josephine 
Alshouse; registrar, Myrtle White- 
bread; historian, Zildah Ifertnaugh 
and musician, Zildah Kennaugh. 
Hundreds Attend 
YMCA Dedication 


Dedicatory exercises for Dixon's 


$35,000 YMCA building at the cor- 
ner of Galena avenue and Third 
street took place on June 24, 1907, 
ending a campaign in which scores 
of workers planned and solicited 
'unds for the building. . 


Presiding at the dedication was 


State Secretary I. E. Brown, at 
which L. Wilbur Messer,_ general 
secretary of the Chicago associa- 
,ion, made the dedicatory address, 
and Ira W. ^ Lewis, Dixon presi- 
dent, made a talk on "Our Asso- 
ciation." 


Hundreds attended the cere- 


monies and inspected, the new 
building, which included on the 
first floor a reading room, game 
room, parlor, public office, private 
office, hall, education room and 
gymnasium; on the second floor, 
20 rooms comprising a dormitory 
with a kitchen; and in the base- 
ment, two bowling alleys, a 30,000 
gallon swimming pool and six 
shower bathrooms. 


Officers at the time of dedica- 


tion 
were: 
President, Ira 
W. 


Lewis; vice resident, Dr. A. L. Mil- 
ler; secretary, John T. Laing; and 
treasurer, Francis M. Smith. 


Board of directors: H. V. Bald- 


win, T. M. Brenner, J. Y. Laing, 
Ira W. Lewis, W. B. McMahon, 
Dr. A. L. Miller, T. J. Miller, H. 
W. Morris, F. X. Newcomer, E. 
B. Raymond, F. M. Smith and G. 
O. Wcnzel. 


Building committee: Dr. Miller, 


E. B. Raymond, Mr. Laing, Mr. 
Newcomer, J. C. Wadsworth and 
Mr. McMahon. Membership com- 
mittee: L. W. Stiller, John Ewen, 
Homer Sennef, George Eichenberg, 
Grafton Self and Fred Lawton. 


The gymnasium was a memorial 


to C. G. Reiss and the boy^' edu- 
cational room to Elizabeth Shaw. 


Rooms in the dormitory were in 


memory 
of: 
John 
McKinstry, 


George E. Haskell, James M. 
Swan, Mrs. Mildred J. Swan, John 
Shank, Elias Bovey, Eustace E. 
Shaw, B. J. Grant, Floto memorial, 
Earl Becker Smith, Samuel Craw- 
ford, Frederick L. Cryor, John 
Dixon, Jason C. Ayres, John C. 
Flint, Ira W. Lewis, Henry C. and 
Emma R. Brookner, Harvey E. 
and Weathy A. Williams and Aus- 
tin B. Trowbridge. 


-Winning Motto Says 


'Dixon Did, Does and Will' 


During the spirited competition - 


among mldwestern cities for new 
businesses and manufacturing in- 
terests in 1907, the citizens of Dix- 
on put their city on the map with 
a boosting contest. 


The contest, sponsored by the 


Dixon Retail Merchants associa- 
tion, "forerunner of the present day 
Chamber of Commerce, attracted 
hundreds of competitors who tried 
for the prize-winning motto for 
Dixon. 


Beginning in the spring, the con- 


test lasted several weeks during 
which 2,708 contestants sent in, 
their suggestions for a motto for 
the city. 
Many of the slogans 


came from former residents, who 
followed the contest in The Tele- 
graph. 
v 


The contest had been accom- 


panied by a banquet of 100 local 
merchants, who gathered to con- 
sider some means of competing 
with the rising mail order houses 
and ways of bringing. more busi- 
ness to Dixon.. 


Prize $30 in Gold 


First prize offered by the mer- 


chants was $20 in gold. 
E. L. 


Kling, Dixon jeweler, donate* a 
$10 gold ring as the second prize. 


The contest closed) on April 30, 


and ten days later the Retail Mer- 
chants executive committee named 
the entry of J. P. Plummer of 
Dixon as the winning motto. 
It 


was: 
"Dixon Did, Dixon Does, 


Dixon Will." The ring went to 
Miss May Maxwell, who submitted 
the motto: "Dixon's past is good, 
present better, future best." 


Mr. Plummer generously donat--, 


ed the $20 in gold awarded him 
first prize to the Dixon Public 
hospital. The Telegraph announc- 
ed that the new mo(.to would be 
given "widespread publicity in let- 
terheads of the local merchants 
and will be displayed from bill- 
boards and sign boards all over 
the country." 


• 
Among Entries 


Among the hundreds of entries 


submitted these were included:sj 
"Muscle and hustle makes Dixon 
bustle," "Dixon's not slow; watch 
it grow," "Everybody knows Dixon 
grows," "Dixon first; the world 
afterwards," "Home is our imme- 
diate paradise; Dixon is home," 
"Dixon on the Rock river never 
earned a knock," "Watch Dixon 
(factories) 
smoke," "Dixon 
on, 


top," 
"On ' to Dixon," 
"Shout, 


shout, the truth is out; Dixon .» 
leads," "No factory is too large™ 
for Dixon," "Dixon — First in busi- 
ness, brains and beauty," "20,000 
in 1910! Father Dixon won't know 
us," "All pull together for greater 
Dixon," "Less politics; more push, 
pluck and pride for Dixon," and 
"Dixon trade 
dam site!" 


weak? Not by a 


Jokers Use Wire 
To Fool Friends 


A Dixon joker's scheme back- 


fired on May 18, 1907, when he 
sent a $1.20 collect telegram to a 
friend honeymooning in Chicago. 
The honeymooner refused to pay 
for it and the joker had to foot the 
bill. The message read: 


"Where the hen scratches, there 


she will find a bug. Not where the 
rooster roosteth, nor where. the 
hen setteth, but where the hen 
scratches there she will find a 
bug; not a buggy, but a bug." 


On the same day two Dixon men 


in Chicago sent a telegram to a 
business man friend in Dixon, tell- 
ing him they had made a "fortune" 
in the wheat market. The message 
said: 


"Cleaned up five hundred thou- 


sand on wheat Do you want .a 
thousand ? Answer, Morrison 
Bar." 


FOR HIS HUNTING-MOON 
The Telegraph reported that on 


Dec. 23, 1907, a young man went 
to the courthouse to get a mar- 
riage license, but when he saw 
several 
acquaintances 
standing 


around the office, was so embar- 
rassed he asked for a hunting li- 
cense instead. 


Assembly Addressed fi. 
By 'Great Commoner' 


The Rock River Lutheran As- 


sembly opened on July 28, 1907, 
with an address by William Jen- 
nigs Bryan, the famous advocate 
of "free silver" and the perennial 
"also ran" Democratic candidate 
for 
United States 
presidential 


honors. 


Thousands of people gathered 


in Assembly Park for its 20th r 
annual opening and to see and ^ 
hear the Great Commoner, who 
was styled as "the silver-tongued 
orator of Nebraska." 


After a few joking remark* 


about his presidential aspirations, 
Mr. Bryan launched into a descrip- 
tion of his recent trip around the 
world, closing with 
a contrast 


between the old world and th« 
new. 


Church of the Brethren Dedicated 
At Ceremonies Held Here in 1907 


The dedication of the Dixon 


Church of the Brethren on Oct. 
27, 1907, was the culmination of 
meetings held as early as 1898 in 
the Evangelical church. 


Services had been held in Rich- 


ter's Hall on Galena avenue in 
1904, with Eva Trostle, a mission 
worker, in charge, and in 1906 a 
lot was purchased on the north- 
west corner of Third street and 
Madison avenue for a church site. 


Principal speaker at the dedica- 


tion of the $6,000 structure in 1907 
was the Rev. I. B. Trout of Lan- 
ark, with Eva Trostle taking part 
in the ceremonies. It was dedicat- 
ed free from debt. The first pas- 
tor was the Rev. George W. Miller. 


" Organizes in 1908 


The Church of the Brethren or- 


ganized as a congregation on July 
7, 1908, with 37 members who sign- 
ed a pledge of loyalty to the prin- 
ciples and teachings of the Gospel 
and of faithfulness to one another 
in the Lord's work. 


Property adjoining was present- 


ed to the church in 1910 by Mrs. 
Julia Slough, part of which was 
sold in 1917 and a new parsonage 
erected on the grounds at a cost 
of $3,302. 


Remodeling of the church began 


in June, 1938, and by Dec. 4, some 
$10,750 in improvements was com- 
pleted, extending the main struc- 
ture of the building 20 feet north 
and adding a new heating plant, 
light fixtures, pews, hardwood 
floors and plaster and additional 
Sunday school rooms. 
/ 
• 


More Improvements Added 


In 1944 added improvements 


were made in the chancel of the 
church at a cost of approximate- 
ly $3,000, and in 1949 the kitchen 
in the parsonage was remodeled 
for $1,000. 


In 1904 the Ladies' Aid. which 


today has 15 members, and the 
church Sunday school, were or- 
ganized. The C & & club, organ- 
ized in 1923, as 29 members and 
the Missionary Circle, organized in 
1934, has a membership of 52. The 
Christian Workers' society was or- 
ganized in 1906 and a church li- 
brary was started in 1944. 


Other groups, with member- 


YOUR MONEY OR YOUB WIFE! 


On June 19,1907| a woman from 


Lee who claimed that President 
Theodore 
Roosevelt 
owed 
her 


$500,000 because he had promised 
to marry her, was concluded to b« 
insane. 


COLLEGE GETS NEW HEAD 
On June 22, 1907, Frederick B. 


Virden of Chicago became presi- . 
dent of Dixon college, with Prof. r<. 
F. E. Rice remaining as principal. 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


ships, Include: Pioneer club, 17; 
Ladies' Chorus, 12; Temple Choir, 
15.- 


The Church of the Brethren has 


a membership today which has 
climbed to 336, and the pastor is 
the Rev. Clarence B. Fike. 


Governing Groups- 


Church governing groups, their 


membership and chairmen, are: 
Official board, 14, David Wade; 
ministerial board, 3; Dr. Wilbur 
Stern; trustee board, 3, Charles 
Kcsted; finance board, 5, Freeman 
Law; music committee, 3, Mrs. Ira 
Utz; board of Christian education, 
6, Cheater Moats; and board of ad- 
ministration, 1«, Charles Rested. 


General Sunday school superin- 


tendent is Chester Moats, with 
Alice Sheller in charge of the pri- 
mary department and Mrs. C. B. 
Fike superintending the junior de- 
partment. Mrs. Russell McU is 


children's director and Mrs, Gene 
Baker, cradle roll superintendent. 


At present church planners see 


a need for an enlarged building 
for Sunday school classrooms and 
other church activities and ways 
and means of meeting this grow- 
ing demand are being considered. 


THAT OLD PIANO ROLL! 
(Evening Telegraph, April • 1, 


1907)—The first Rodcsch piano 
players will be shipped from the 
factory in Dixon to customers dur- 
ing the coming week. The com- 
pany now has on hand 75 player 
actions ready for delivery. 


EGGS FOR ALL, 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 1, 


1907)—On Easter day the people 
of Dixon consumed 40,080 eggs, 
paying for this number of eggs, 
$534.40. 
REV. C. B. FlKfi 
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Assembly Park Pastoral in Early 1900s 
Logic of Clarence Darrow 
Fails to Sway Reformers 


^ 
^^^^ 


Dixon citizens on April 7, 1908, 


voted for prohibition of the sale 
of liquor in their city, in spite of 
a speech against prohibition two 
days earlier in the Opera House 
by Clarence S. Darrow, famous 
criminal lawyer and orator. 


Ironically, the "dry" forces held 


sway for only two years, the 1910 
vote returns showing a margin of 
180 in favor of saloons, compared 
with the drys' 120 edge In 1908. 


The voting on the liquor ques- 


tion In 1908 divided the 'whole city 
into two camps. 
Attorney par- 


row, 
in his speech on April 5, 


1908, according to The Telegraph, 
"complimented the prohibitionists 
on the work they were engaged 
in, calling them high minded and 
good citizens, but he does,not be- 
lieve in the methods us,ed by them 
to eliminate the liquor evil." 


Darrow vs. Bryan 


The noted criminal lawyer was 


to achieve nationwide publicity in 
the 1920s by his arguments for 
human evolution In the celebrated 
Scopes "monkey" trial in Tennes- 
see, with the Great Commoner, 
William Jennings Bryan. who had 
also been a popular Dixon orator, 
as his opponent. 


Darrow, who had visited here 


No. 1 Hobo Visits Dixon 
leaving Crowd 'Touched' 


When the globe-trotting Kilroy 


scrawled his famous words upon 
the washroom walls of various 
corners of the earth during World 
War II, he might well have added 
under th«m the truism, "Nothing 
is new under the sun." 


On July 6. 1908, there arrived in 


Dixon one of those footloose spirits 
j;ho have regaled the stay-at- 
Tomes of every land and every 
age with tales of their wanderings 
lince the travels of Homer|s Odys- 
seus of classic antiquity. 


America's contribution to these 


heroes of fact and fiction, describ- 
ed in folk tale and song, is that 
knight of the road referred to as 
the "tramp" and the "hobo" — the 
romantic, irresponsible and peren- 
nial seeker of "The Big Rock Can- 
gky Mountain." 
w 
Welcome "A No. 1" 


Although the hospitalities usual- 


ly extended these victims of the 
wanderlust 
by the 
substantial 


citizens of Dixon were lukewarm, 
to say the least, because of the 
hobo's well-known free and easy 
ways with property not his own, it 
was with genuine joy— and not a 
little envy— that they welcomed a 
lovable tramp who called himself, 
"A No. 1, the Rambler." 
$ "A No. 1" brought with him to 


Dixon a secret that probably to a 
large extent contributed to his 
immortality: (1) That a so-called 
"hard-boiled" newspaperman is a 
soft touch. (2) Tht he ,is also a 
dispenser of valuable "publicity." 


Said mellowing Newspaperman 


Shaw: 


"For many years papers in vari- 


ous parts of the country have an- 
iounced the appearance of 'A No. 


the Rambler.' He is the world 


famous tramp and called at The 
Telegraph office late yesterday 
afternoon to pay his respects to 
the newspaper men. 


Well-Dressed Tramp 


"He did not have the appearance 


of a tramp, for he was well dress- 
ed in a suit of the prevailing shade 
of brown and his shoes were pol- 
ished. Unlike the ordinary tramp, 
he prides himself on cleanliness. 


<5vs soon as he struck town he pur- 
chased new underwear and hose 
and going to the YMCA he obtain- 
ed a bath and cleaned up. 


"He has the distinction of chalk- 


ing or carving his name, or rather 
his strange signature, wherever he 
goes, and if you chance to see the 
letters on railway buildings you 
will know he has been there. They 
\vill be found on the water tank at 
the Northwestern station, for he 
•ms been in Dixon five times, in 
1888, 1896, 1900, 1902 and 1908. He 
says If he is living he will be here 
again In 1918. 


"He has been into nearly every 


corner of this country and Europe 
and has been around the world 
three times— all without paying 
car "fare or steamer passage— and 
he has picked up four languages. 
He has been on the road for 24 
years, 
having covered 
452,230 


'{Smiles on the bumpers. 


Can't Settle Down 


"Since he was 11 years old, 'A 


No. 1' has been a wanderer and 
now at the age of 35 he says there 
is nothing to it. He would like to 
settle down, but he can't. The 
wanderlust has too strong a hold 
upon him and after a few days in 
a place he feels the great outside 
world calling and he starts out 
again. 
($ "He was born in San Francisco, 


but he won't tell his name or a 
word about his people. The past is 
a closed book so far as his people 
are cpncerned. He wants to sound 
a warning against life on the road 
and the romance that surrounds It 
In the minds of young boys. To do 
this he has written a book about 
his life to take the glamour off his 
travels.Not Abrtvo "Bumming" 


"The man has a means of earn- 


ing his living by carving faces from 
potatoes. He is an expert in this 
line and whe nhe needs money he 
gathers a little crowd about him 
and carves In potatoes for a price, 
and thus he lives, though he says 
he is not above 'bumming' a hand- 
out now and then when times are 
dull. 


"And with a pleasant word and 


a promise that he would drop in 
the next time he came around, the 
king of tramps bade goodbye and 
was out again upon his rambles." 


SEE IT tfOR A PENNY 


(Evening Telegraph, June 26 


1908)—The first of the machines 
for the penny arcade to be openec 
in the 
Brautigan 
building by 


Robert Winston, have arrived. 


16 Autoists Plan 
[aunt to Peoria 


Dlxonites planning to attend an 


Elks convention in 1908 at Peoria, 
ncluded 16 who intended to make 
;he trip in their automobiles. 


They were: W. J. 
Me Alpine, 


B. F. Shaw, Louis Pitcher, Charles 
Sworom, Bradford Brinton, Clark 
Rickard, Dr. E. B. Owens, Dr. 
E. A. Sickels, William Philpot, 
Charles F. Willey, George Smith, 
Frank Downing, Nate Morrill, 
E. W. Smith and two hired autos. 


as a guest of Dixon jurist, Judge 
Solomon H. Bethea, and who once 
considered 
building a summer 


home on the river between Dixon 
and Grand Detour, in his talk 
against prohibition, said in part: 


^ 
. 
<• * 
• 
_^.M.1rAB 


shutting down. 


As the 30 days neared the end, 


on May 5, 1908. The Telegraph re- 
ported a sudden demand In the 
city for jugs. Said the newspa- 
per's deadpan report: 


"Jugs Selling Rapidly" 


"Within the last few days Jugs 


have been selling rapidly. All 
sizes are going, with the one-gal- 
lon size in the lead. One firm In 
this city disposed of all their jugs 
Saturday and sent a telegram to 
Chicago for 300 Jugs to be shipped 
by express. 


"One person, who is 
always 


making some radical statement, 
said the jugs were being filled 
with booze so as to have a good 
supply of the article on hand dur- 
ing the dry season." 


The city council decided that a 


loophole had been left by allowing 
drug stores to continue selling 
liquor for 
"medicinal purposes," 


and on May 8. enacted an ordi- 
nance prohibiting sale of liquor by 
drug stores. 


Opens. "Drug Store" 


The mayor, however, vetoed the 


ordinance, which brought an an- 
nouncement from one citizen that 
he immediately would open a drug 
store and would have his "grand 
opening" In three days. 


This last avenue was 
finally 


closed down by the city, however, 
and by year's end, a city alder- 


Fire Equipment at New City Hall 


Svengali Stops Here 
For 3-Night Stand 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 7, 


1908)—Svengali, the world's great- 
est hypnotist and telepathist, and 
who while touring Europe last 
season was twice commanded to 
appear before the King of England 
to demonstrate 
his wonderful 


powers, will be the attraction at 
the Dixon Opera House for three 
nights and one matinee, beginning 
this evening. 


'"If a man is bad and smokes 


clgarets or tobacco or even takes 
a drink or plays cards or goes to 
the theatre ... he does not busy 
himself very niuch about other 
people's affairs. He is willing to 
let them alone. 
"Beware of Reformer" 


'But when (someone) is born 


that has a mission on earth or 
when he sees clearly that he has 
got a mission, he must accomplish 
something. When he gets an Idea 
and his mind is not broad enough 
for that idea, and still he has 
force and 
that man; 
trouble in 


power, look out for 
there is going to be 
the world. 
He not 


only proposes to be good himself, 
but he is going to make you good 
and me good, and he is going to 
make you a good man if he has 
to kill you to accomplish it." 


After the victory of the prohi- 


bitionists in Dixon, the city coun- 
cil began preparing to close down 
the saloons, giving the saloon- 
keepers 30 days to operate before 


man, whose physician had pre- 
scribed an alcoholic bath for an 
ailment, was vindictively refused 
the "medicine" by a local drug- 
gist. 
New Lamp Sheds 
'Pure White Light' 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Mar. 9, 


1908)—Svengali, the world's great- 
of incandescent lamp has been 
installed in the window of Camp- 
bell and Son's drug store, and the 
new tungsten lamp Is a wonderful 
improvement over 
the 
carbon 


filament lamps that have been In 
universal use. 


The lamp gives a pure white 


light, unmarred by the red rays 
which characterize 
filament lamp. 


the carbon 


40 MOWERS A DAY 


(Evening Telegraph, June 23, 


1908)—The Clipper Lawn Mower 
company is turning out 40 com- 
plete mowera every day. 


We Point With Pride... 


THE HOME OF KERZ BROTHERS 


Back in May, 1932, C.W. Kerz (upper right) storied his first service 
station at 71 Ravine Avenue, Dixon, Dlinois. In those days the outside 
lift was used. Cars were then lubricated about nine months out of the 
year. Batteries were charged on slow chargers which took about a day. 
and a rental battery had to be used. 
In 1933 service stations got the idea of washing windshields, checking 
tires and batteries as a special service. 
In 1944, H. P. Ken (upper left) gave up traveling and joined Charles in 
the service station work. 
At present Kerz Brothers employ 2 full time men and operate from 6:30 
a. m. to 9:80 p. m: daily. 
The following services are to be found at Kerz Brothers: 


6. Change off, transmission and 


differentia/ lubricants 


7. Clean spark pfags 
8. Sate of Goodyear ffrts, tubes 


and batteries 


9. Safe of Sinclair H. C. Ethyl 


gasolint and motor oils 


1. Servlc* truck and battery 


charger- 


2. Balancing wheels 
3. Toll pipe and muffler work 
4. Clean radiators 
5. Wash and lubricate cars 
All merchandise, sales and service are guaranteed by Kerz Brothers and 
yon can expect to get prompt and courteous service at Dixon » finest 
service station. 


KERZ BROS, 


DEALER IN SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 


322 S. GALENA AVE. 
DIAL 2-9761 


Firemen pose with equipment in front of the new city building, erected in^906. •Hook 
and ladder wagon at left is manned by Fireman John Keyser (left) and Chief Tom B. 
Coffey, while hose wagon at right is showwn by Firemen Art Penny 
eft) and Ed 


Hooker. Young mascot in Indian costume on wagon at left is unidentified. 


Go Greyhound to 


All America 


Greyhound Keeps in Step 


i 


With the Progress of Dixon 


^ 
HUNDRED years! That's a long time for a 


newspaper, a city, or an industry. Greyhound Lines 
is proud to be a part of the growth of Dixon and the 
surrounding community. In the future, Greyhound will 
continue to keep pace with progress, providing the 
finest highway transportation service. On every trip, 
you'll see more and save more ... by going Greyhoundl 


FREE! 


Colorful Folder Describing 
Amazing America 


TOURS 


For a truly carefree vacation, let us plan a personalized trip for 
you . . . with transportation, hotels, special sightseeing ar- 
ranged in advance, and included in the price. There's no extra 
charge for this service! Ask or write for descriptive day-by-day 
FREE folder today. The cost of Amazing America Tours is sur- 
prisingly low—check the price of some typical tours below. 


15-Day Tour to 


Pacific Nor thml 


14-Day Tour to 
8-Day Tour to 
Colorado ffoctfes 


E 
IV 
® 


$117*25 
(Pint If* fr«m D/wn—prfcrt 
' $78.95 
mb/Mt f» ettungt) 


... and many other tours Including Florida, New York and New England 


GREYHOUND 
BUS DEPOT 


74 Galena Avtnut 
Phone: 3-0131 


D I X O N 
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1909 . ..Baseball Club Wins Grand Slam 


Editor B. F. Shaw's Death Brings Sadness to Dixon 


On Saturday, 
September 
18, 


1909, «t 8 p. m., the community 
was'shocked at the sudden death 
of Benjamin F. Shaw, proprietor or 
The Evening Telegraph and one 
'of Illinois' 
best-known editors, 


after a short illness. 


Bom at Waverly, New York, on 


March 31, 1831, the beloved editor 
of Dixon's first newspaper saw 
The Telegraph grow from a weekly 
of less than 500 circulation to a 
thriving daily of more than 2,000, 
before his death at the age of .78. 


The Telegraph editor had come 


west at an early age and had 
taken charge, of the Dixon news- 
paper as editor at' its beginning 
in 1851, and had remained at its 


helm, except for about ten years 
during and after the Civil War. 


Organized Republicans 


One of Dixon's pioneers, he had 


met with a group of Illinois editors 
at Decatur in 1856 to form the 
Republican party, and had served 
on the committee on resolutions 
with Abraham Lincoln, the party's 
first United States president. 


Tributes came from all over the 


country at the death of Dixon's 
most prominent citizen and post- 
master and a saddened community 
closed down all the businesses and 
factories which he had encouraged 
during the years of The Tele- 
graph's operation, to mourn the 


loss of their fellow townsman. 


Mr. Shaw's will bequeathed The 


Evening Telegraph plant to Mrs. 
Mabel S. Shaw, young widow of 
his son, the late Eustace Shaw, 
who had preceded his father in 
death in 1902, and their three 
children, George B., Benjamin T., 
and 
Robert 
E. 
Shaw. 
Other 


property went to his surviving 
sons, Fred L. Shaw of Cripple 
Creek, Colo., and Lloyd L.' Shaw 
of Philadelphia. 


Becomt* Publisher 


Thus, Mrs. Mabel S. ghaw, who 


had taken over much of the busi- 
ness management of The Tele- 
graph, became the publisher of the 


evening newspaper and printing 
company, and George, her son, be- 
came editor of The Telegraph at 
the age of 19, positions both have 
held to the present 


The two younger sons, upon 


finishing their education, Joined 
the staff of The Evening Tele- 
graph, and today Benjamin T. 
Shaw is national advertising man- 
ager and Robert E. Shaw is 
general manager. 


COMPLETES PAINTING 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Sept. 15, 


1909)—Herbert L. Conneir, the ac- 
complished Amboy artist, 
after 


four months has completed the life 


Local Attorneys Vie 
In Famous Oil Case 


Dixon attorneys were on both 


sides of a case in which the United 
States government's suit to dis- 
solve the Standard Oil Company 
was upheld on Nov. 20, 1909. 


On the side of the prosecution 


was Charles B. Morrison, of Dix- 
on, and two other lawyers. De- 
fending the 
oil 
company was 


Moritz Rosenthal of Dixon and 
three other attorneys. 


The decision was rendered by 


the United States circuit court at 
St. Louis, and had been begun in 
1906. 


size oil painting of John Dixon's 
first visit to Dixon. 
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... and NOW, 
The Ultimate in 
Transporation 


PROGRESS 


THE 1951 
JEEP! 


White itldewall tire*, overdrive and 
grille guard optional at extra cost. 
' STATION WAGONS 
• PICK UP TRUCKS 
• PANEL TRUCKS 
• UNIVERSAL JEEPS 


"For Every Job 


Under Every Condition" 


HURRICANE-POWERED WILLYS 


Americas' Only F-Head Motor Car Engine! 


The sensational F-head HURRICANE Engine gives th'e New Willys surg- 
mg performance and squeezes out more miles per gallon! Compression 
is 7.4 but premium fuel not required. 


Come in and see the many features of this doubly-useful car—extra 
roominess and visibility—washable seats—quick conversion from pas- 
senger car to cargo carrier. Road-test the New Willys—feel its smooth', 
comfortable ride, its ease of handling. Its a great car and a great buy! 


RANK P£RI? 
JEEP MOTOR SALES 


•M24MI 


haps responsible more than any 
other event of the period in focus- 
ing: the eyes of a nation upon the 
thriving little city in the Rock 
river valley. 


Dixon had won her share of 


honors upon the field of sports, 
but never had her townspeople 
been so exhuberant as they were 
at the two celebrated victories on 
the Dixon home diamond. 


It was on June 26, 1909, that 


the Browns found themselves in 
a 2-2 tie with the Muscatine nine, 
and as the game stretched out 
into additional scoreless innings 
the news spread over town like 
wildfire and soon a great part of 
Dixon's population had been added 
to the 150 witnesses. 


"Silent Bob" Goes Route 


Pitcher "Silent Bob" Woodyatt 


and Pitcher Nance of Muscatine 
both pitched the full 36 innings to 
jqual the world's record of innings 
in a single game and perform a 
feat that is today unheard of. 


Said The Telegraph: 
"The greatest contest in the 


annals of baseball history, the 
world's record equaled, 26 innings, 
four long hours of brilliant and 
spectacular playing, and as the 
shades of twilight were drawing 
upon them, 'amid the cheering, 
shouts and yells from- hundreds of 
throats, our heroes who wear the 
Browns' suits, triumphed over 
their worthy opponents, Musca- 
tine, by the score of 3-2. 


"Will Talk lor Years" 


"Within the space of the last 


few hours those warring baseball 
nines have made Dixon known far 
and wide in the baseball world. 
The town is baseball mad. The 


ame was played over a hundred 
times last evening and it will be 
played 
today, 
tomorrow, 
next 


week, next year ai«l the years to 
come by all the players and spec- 
tators. Bob fanned 13, allowed 14 
hits and gave fix'c free transpor- 
tations. Nance allowed but 12 hits, 
issued 7 passes and struck out 
nine. The game lasted until 7:20." 


The game featured a home run 


by Eide and a steal home by Schu- 
bert in the seventh, and ended with 
a two-bagger by Klock in the 26th 
to score Pease. 


Fans Go Wild 


But it was on Aug. 20 that 


Dixon fans went wild with jubila- 
tion, when their mighty Browns 


Takes 26-Inning Contest 
Blanks Chicago White Sox 


The Dixon Browns baseball team of 1909 achieved im- 


mortality for their city in the world of sports when they 
played a 26 inning game to defeat the Muscatin'e (la.) nine 
and a few weeks later brought down the proud Chicago 
White Sox in a 1-0 shutout. 


Both victories were heralded far and wide and wereper- 


humbled the 
White 'Sox, 


powerful 
American 


Chicago 
League 


World Series champion in 1906, by 
a score of 1-0, before a crowd of 
2,000 from the city and surround- 
ing towns. 


At this time Danny Miller was 


the Browns' pitcher and two play- 
ers, Sollock (2b) and Martin (ss), 
were enlisted from the DeKalb 
team. 


Proclaimed The Telegraph: 
"Local fandom is frantic with 


delight: the city is theirs; the 
great White Sox-Browns game is 
on the lips of every man, woman 
and child in the city. Dan Miller 
has been crowned the greatest 
baseball twirler of the year and 
his teammates 
have all been 


crowned kings of the game. 


"Anvil Chorus Buried" 


"Our natives showed Manager 


Sullivan and proud old Chicago 
what a real baseball team really 
is. The anvil chorus has been 


buried and should any atray mem* 
bers be caught on tho streets at 
the present hour they would b* 
assassinated. 


"All of these doings have dawn- 


ed upon the city because Danny 
Miller gave the White Sox, ex- 
champions of the world, a shutout 
at Athletic park. There is another 
hero who shines in his glory, Jac'r 
Schuelur, the Browns' star thlr\»' 
baseman, who brought the winning 
score for the Browns across the 
plate in the sixth inning. 


"Big Boost for Dixon" 


"The game is another big boost 


for Dixon and all the baseball 
world knows that we are on the 
baseball map once more. The en- 
tire Dixon team comes in for their 
share of glory. The local infield 
was a stone wall. The work cf, 
Schueler at third, Sollock at shoiv 
and Martin at second was nothing 
short of phenomenal. The handling 
of 18 chances by these three 'play- 
ers without an error is a remark- 
able record." 


Two of the Chicago dailies, the 


Daily News and the-Daily Journal, 
joshed the Chicago team for its 
loss, but the chagrined Chicago 
Post offered the lame excuse that 
the White Sox made little exertlo~( 
in the game because they wanteu 
to "rest up as much as possible be- 
fore they face the New York High- 
landers m the first game of the 
series." 


They Won After 26 Innings! 


Dixon Browns (above), who defeated Muscatine (la.) in 
26-inning game of 1909 were (left to right): Front, 
Reece, cf; L. Woodyatt, If; Pease, cf; Schueler, 3b; and 
Elfman, p. Back, Kernan, ss: B. Woodyatt, p; Vaile, Ib; 
Eide. Ib; Charles Miller, mgr.; Merritt, c and captain: 
Schubert, rf; and Klock, 2b. Lineup when White Sox 
were shut out was: Peace, cf; Martin, 2b; Sollock, ss; 
Markle, If; Eide, Ib; Merritt, c; Reese, rf; Schueler, 3b; 
and Miller, p. 


Dixon Factories 
Prosper in 1909 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 31, 


1909)—Dixon manufacturers have 
had a prosperous year. The local 
plow company has done an increas- 
ed business over last year and the 
business of the Sandusky-Portland 
cement plant has increased. 


The Clipper lawn mowers manu- 


factured here are selling well, and 
the electric railway company and 
the Lee County Lighting company 
are in good financial condition. 


The Gossard Corset factory has 


done a good business for the year 
and the Dixon Manufacturing com- 
pany, which does a general foun- 
dry business, reports a very suc- 
cessful season. 


The Borden condensed milk fac- 


tory reports that output on candy 
this year equals that of its ban- 
ner year, 1907, and the Reynolds 
Wire company reports a better 
business than at any year since 
it. began operations 15 years ago. 


The Watson-Plummer Shoe com- 


pany has expanded its sales terri- 
tory and the output for this year 
has found ready and willing buy- 
ers. 
'Hotless' President 
Makes Dixon Visit 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 28, 


1909)—"Solid comfort and good 
fellowship" is our motto, said Dr. 
Z. D. Clark of Omaha, who was in 
our city yesterday. 
Dr. Clark is 


founder and temporary president 
of the famous Hatless Club which 
iprang- into 
existence 
several 


months ago. 


The doctor remarked that for 


the past ten years he has car- 
ried his hat in his hand when 
walking on the shady side of the 
street, 


OUTDOOR OCCUPATION 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Nov. 15. 


1909)—J. C. demons, a steeple 
painter and a specialist in paint- 
ing towers, smoke stacks, etc., 
has been painting the smoke stack 
at the Dixon steam* laundry, the 
Grand Detour plow factory and 
the Dixon artificial ice plant. 


WRESTLING CHAMP 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 
6, 


1909)-»-Kid Olson of this city is 
now the 
champion lightweight 


wrestler of northern Illinois. He 
won the bout from Doc Fowler of 
Galesburg at Rosbrook hall last 
evening in one hour and 20 min- 
utes. 


$100,000 |N BUILDING 


About $100.000 in building Im- 


provement* was reported for Dixon 


Not Chivalry, Just 
Absent-Mindedness 


(Evening Telegraph. March 16, 


1909)—Judge James W. Watts, 
candidate for city attorney, who 
has been busy handing out cam- 
paign cards, thought he had been 
handing out his own cards. 


He was notified yesterday, how- 


ever, that he was handing out 
cards of his opponent, John S. 
Dornblaser, some of which he had 
placed in the same pocket with his 
own cards. 


DARING YOUNG LADY 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Nov. 16, 


1909 J-1—Attempting to imitate an 
acrobat she saw perform in one 
of the vaudeville houses Saturday 
evening, Loretta, 
nine-year-old 


daughter of Phil Welch of West 
Second street, fell and dislocated 
her collarbone Sunday afternoon. 


COMBINE TWO SPORTS 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 28. 


1909)—Basketball on roller skates 
is one of the novel amusements 
being introduced to our city. 


Cupid Wins Out 
In Wedding Dash 


The Telegraph reported on Feb/ 


35, 1909, that two Polo youths 
were in lo\e with the same girl. 


She finally made them both a 


proposition that the one who could 
race to the Ogle county seat at 
Oregon and return first with a 
marriage license would be the 
lucky husband. 


The contestants, one fat and one 


slender, the former favored by her 
parents and the latter by herself,^ 
began the mad race, and her own 
choice won the race by a 15-mmute 
margin. 


Chinaman Considers 
Dual Establishment 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 13, 


1909)—Wake up, you lovers of 
chop suey. 


Dixon may" have a chop suey 


restaurant soon. 
* 


A Chicago Chinaman was her* 


looking over the vacant store 
building with a view of renting 
one of them for a laundry, with a 
chop suey joint as a side issue. 


City Dedicates New Schoolhouse 


w^vs«w;^ffliK£^e*K«™. - ^."v-,;, .** 


*ww«" 


Dixon's new $70,000 South Side 


high school building was dedi- 
cated March 11, 1909, in ceremo- 
nies at which Francis G. Blair, 
state superintendent of public In- 
struction, was principal speaker. 


Construction of the school had 


begun in 1908 after the destruc- 
tion of the old south side (white 
brick) high school by fire in 1907 
had split up the classes into sev- 
eral schools all over the city. 


Taking part in the ceremonies 


were Vemon G. Mays, superin- 
tendent of schools; E. J. Country- 
man, 
president of the board of 


education: Nelson S. Spencer of 
Champaign, architect; and C. C. 


•! 


Gwinn, contractor. 


The next day the doors of tha 


school were thrown open 'for visi- 
tors and hundreds of citizens in-1. 
spcctcd a • building which 
The 


Telogrnph declared to be unsur- 
passed by any school in the state 
in cities the size of Dixon. 


The walls were of oriental 


bnck, 
trimmed 
with 
Bedford 


sandstone, and the building was 
three stories, with the main en- 
trance on Fifth street and another 
entrance on Hennepin avenue. Th* 
building housed 27 rooms, inclu- 
ding, the assembly room with • 0 
seating capacity or 220. 


i. 
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SERVING DIXON FOR THIRTY YEARS 
AND WE ARE STILL GROWING WITH 


CITIES SERVICE PRODUCTS 
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1951 


LYLE M. PRESCOTT, Owner 


CITIES SERVICE STATIONS LOCATED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE AT 


CITIIS 


JACK ANDREWS, Cities Service 


78 HmiMpin Avt.—Dlxon 


ARTHUR MILLER GARAGE 


601 Dtpot Av«n«t—Dixon 


BURRS CITIES SERVICE 


402 W««t First St.—OIxoii 


GRAND DETOUR SERVICE 


Grand Dttour, III. 


CHARLES CRABTREE'S Service. 


7th StrMt at Lincoln Av«_Dlxo* 


THOMAS CITIES SERVICE 


State Reitt 26, III. 


PRESCOTT OIL COMPANY 


DISTRIBUTORS OF CITIES SERVICE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


SIRV1CI 
726 N. OTTAWA AVE. 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIAL 3-1521 
flRVICI 
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1910... Schumann-Heink Charms 7,500 


Hdley's Comet 
Rivals Baseball 


Halley'a comet, that universal 


marvel which trailed across the 
heavens in a celestial display that 
brought fear to the hearts of the 
timid and created wonder among 
the scientists, stirred the imagina- 
tions of Dixonites. and 
v rivaled 


baseball as the main topic of 
conversation in April, 1910. 


On April llth, The Telegraph 


reported: 


"\V.'F. Preston of South Dixon 


saw Halley'B comet. Mr. Preston 
says the comet is small and is 
almost in direct line with the sun. 
It is not bright and is the size 
of an ordinary star. It can be 
seen about 4 o'clock if the sky is 
clear. 


"Several other persons saw the 


comet. A young man was telling 
a number of friends on the street 
corner this morning that he saw 
the comet, but to him it looked 
very* large. He thought he was 
able to detect a tail. The young 
fellow said he had occasion to be 
driving home about 4 o'clock this 
morning. 
He' came from about 


eight miles above the Kingdom. 
From what he said, it is pre- 
sumed that he has a sweetheart 
residing in that locality. 


"Every Monday morning it Is 


almost sure there will be a number 
of young men see the comet, for 
the hour when the comet rises is 
the hour when the average young 
man is headed for his home." 


Topic of Conversation 


On May 18, The Telegraph re- 


'ported that the comet was com- 
peting with baseball as the main 
topic of conversation in Dixon. 


Many In Dixon expected some 


unpredictable phenonmena to oc- 
cur on that date and one citizen, 
awaking early on the morning of 
May 18 and observing the bright- 
ness of the sun, remarked: "Well, 
if this is the last day on the earth, 
it is a fine one." 


The Telegraph reported: "The 


boys of the public schools arose 
this morning and asked permission 
to stay out of school during the 
afternoon. Did they wish to be 
near home when the earth struck 
the comet's tail? -No, they want- 
ed to go to the ball game between 
the Dixon Browns and Moline." 


Wild Rumors 
/ 


On the same date, The Tele- 


graph described the peoples' re- 
action to the wild rumors of 
what might happen if the comet 
wrapped Its tail around the earth: 


"One little girl of the city was 


Dixon Industries Presented This Skyline in 1910 


New Dixon Inn 
Open to Public 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 3, 


1910)—The Dixon Inn is the name 
of the new hotel owned by W. A. 
Schuler on West First street and 
which will be formally opened to 
.he public the first of this week. 
Thoroughly up to date in every 
particular, this hotel bids for and 
will receive the 
patronage 
it 


deserves. . . . 


There are 32 sleeping rooms on 


the, upper floors with two and 
:hree bathrooms on .each floor and 
lot and cold water in each room. 
These rooms are all nicely tinted 
and 
furnished with 
handsome 


brass beds, dressers, chairs etc., 
all new. Electric bells are in every 
i>edroom. . . . 


Assisting 
Mr. 
Schuler, 
the 


proprietor, will be Harry Bailey, in 
the management of the hotel. 


informed that she could see the 
comet at the corner of Second 
street and Galena avenue at 8 
o'clock this morning and she was 
on hand. 
It is surprising how 


many people have looked with fear 
upon the approach of the comet. 
One West Dixon woman became so 
ill worrying about it that she re- 
quired 
the 
attendance 
of 
a 


physician. Those who have not 
worried about It have plenty of 
time to work up a good fright 
before the comet gets around 
again." 


Tim Sullivan Heads 
Athletic Association 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Feb. 9, 


1910)—The Dixon Athletic asso- 
ciation is the name of an organiza- 
tion recently formed here for the 
purpose of promoting athletics and 
giving athletic entertainments in 
the future. 
There are about a 


dozen 
members 
and 
all 
are 


boosters when it comes to ath- 
letics. 
They always help swell 


the attendance and give encour- 
agement to local teams. 


The officers of the association 


are: 


President, Tim Sullivan; vice 


president, Eli Rosen thai; secre- 
tary, 
Monte 
Bales; 
treasurer, 


Harry Stephan. 


The first 
exhibition 
of 
the 


association will be on Feb. 22 at 
Rosbrook hall 
and 
they 
have 


several wrestling matches on the 
bills that evening. 


Telegraph Publishes 
60th Year Supplement 


On August 18, 1910, The Tele- 


graph published a special 20-page 
supplement in' commemoration of 
the newspaper's 60th anniversary. 


The supplement contained over 


100 illustrations of leading public 
buildings and business houses as 
well as many pictures of promi- 
nent merchants and professional 
men, a large number of views of 
residences in the city and numer- 
ous pictures of Rock river. 


Madam! Your Shoulder Strap! 


Petticoat Sale 


We are Sole Agents for tbe French 
Garment Co. Celebrated Mer- 
« 
cerlzed Petticoats 
• 


No. 2! Petticoat, worth tl.M. sale price Me 
No. 2» Petticoat, worth S-.25. sale price Sue 
No. 25 Petticoat, worth 11.50. sale prlccll.19 
No. S3 Petticoat, worth $l.S5 sale prlco 1,39 
No. S3 Petticoat worth II .75 »le price 1.45 
No. 33 Pattlcoat worth 11 8s sale price 1.5V 
No. M •Petticoatworth t2.00 sale pilce I.it9 
No. IS Petticoat worth ««.25salc price 1.99 
No, 89 Petticoat worth 12 SO sale prlco 2.10 
No. 100 Petticoat worth $2.76 sale price 2.JD 
No, 7.1 Petticoat worth IXOO Kale price 2.59 
No. K Petticoat worth S3 JO »lo price :.M 


Select the No. and Price you want 


and tr you can't come yourself 


send by a friend for one 
ot these real 
« 
bargain:.. 
« 


R, Carpenter, 
Galena Avenue 101 


o5 


SCHOOL ELECTIONS 


On April 18, 1910, The Tele- 


graph reported the results of the 
two school elections. On the north 
side Judge Robert H. Scott was 
named president of 
the 
school 


board: and on the south side, the 
new president-elect was John M. 
Batchelder. 


"BEAR FACTS" 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 20, 


1910)—Mrs. Fred Dimick. who is 
visiting in Idaho, sends word home 
that she shot a "bar." 
And she 


did. 
She shot the animal three 


times, killing him instantly the 
first shot. Mrs. Dimick declares 
the steaks were very fine. 


New Theater Shows 
Illustrated Songs 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Dec. 8, 


1910)—The Rose theatre is the 
name of the new moving picture 
house to be opened this evening 
by Charles Derr in the Moss build- 
ing on First street, the former 
location of the Star theatre. . . . 
Mr. Derr will give his patrons as 
fine moving pictures as can be 
seen in any theatre. . . . 


Illustrated songs will be given 


and Miss Bernice Morgan, an 
accomplished pianist and vocalist, 
has been engaged to preside at 
the piano and sing the illustrated 
songs. 


MAY SEE "AEROPLANE" FLJf 


On April 7, 1910, The Telegraph 


reported that the citizens of Dixon 
"may see an aeroplane fly." Plans 
were being made to stage an ex- 
hibition of the machine here. The 
proposal, however, was said to en- 
tail "great expense" although it 
was expected that a great crowd 
would be attracted to the exhibi- 
tion. 


GYM EXHIBIT IS SUCCESS 
(The Evening Telegraph, April 


15, 1910)—The first annual gym- 
nasium exhibition of the Young 
Men's Christian association given 
last night at the Family theatre, 
Peoria avenue, was attended by a 
full house. Tumbling was a prom- 
inent feature and some very clever 
work was done by the young men. 


Ford Touring Car 
Is Contest Prize 


A big promotion sponsored by 


The Telegraph in 1910 attracted 
wide attention from late January 
to early April. The contest, offer- 
ing votes' for new and renewed 
subscriptions to the 
newspaper, 


was open to women only. 


More than 
$2000 
worth 
of 


prizes were offered in the contest 
with a Ford touring car (worth 
$1000) as the first prize. Other 
prizes included a 
$350 
grand 


piano, five diamond rings, three 
Elgin watches, two Dixon College 
scholarships 
and ten-dollar gold 


pieces. 


When the contest dosed in April, 


Mrs. Ella Frey of Route 3 was the 
winner with a total of 5.011,675 
votes which were given in propor- 
tion to the number of new sub- 
scriptions and renewed ones. 


The Telegraph obtained a total 


of 1,000 new subscribers during 
the seven-week contest. 


Miss Mary Shuck of Route 1 


was second in the contest with 
3,046,600 votes and other winners 
were Lorna Dement, Mellie Stan- 
ley, Mrs. Arthur Gchant, Mrs. 
Guy Shaver, Grace Thorpe, Etta 
Carlson, Florence Thornton, Maud 
Bartholomew, Grace Keller and 
Anna Murphy. 


Judges in the contest were W. C. 


Durk'es, E. L. Shaner and J. B. 
Lennon. 


Noted Contralto 
Wildly Cheered 


Mme. Schumann-Heink, believed 


by many to be one of the greatest 
singers of all 
time, completely 


captivated Dixon when she sang 
here at Assembly Park on August 
6, 1910. 
• 
ft) 


Reporting the concert in th« 


Monday issue of August 8, Th« 
Telegraph said: 


"Professional and business men, 


citizens and artisans, employers 
and employed, laborers and th« 
idle, musicians and music lovers 
capable arid mediocre critics, peo- 
ple from every walk of life merged 
together in a solid phalarix ol 
wildly enthusiastic admirers, 7.500 
strong, bowed in homage b£>r 
Mme. Schuman-Heink, the cele 
brated Austrian vocalist, during 
her wonderful concert 
Saturday 


evening in the auditorium at thr 
Rock River Assembly. 


Storms of Applause 


"For two hours before the time 


of the appearance of the great 
singer, the huge structure was 
thronged with surging humanity 
and 
when 
there 
were ^ily 


minutes left until she would Walk 
on the stage, enthusiasm broke^ll 
its fetters and insistent storms 
of applause echoed and re-echoed 
through the building.' 


"And 
then, 
after 
Director 


Blancke, battling against the un- 
controllable passions of the audi- 
ence, made the announcement so 
intensely awaited, the idol of the 
evening walked upon the platform, 
a cyclonic reception such as n^er 
probably had been accorded *Jhy 
Assembly talent was hurled at 
the diva and continued unceasingly 
until the accompanist dropped her 
hands upon the keys and the 
concert was begun." 


Following a long review of the 


concert, The Telegraph concluded 
that this was "one of the rarest 
treats of the decade," and "a 
marvel in music." 


LARGEST CAT OF SEAS* 
(The Evening Telegraph, April 


29, 1910)—James Ballou, chief 
cleric at the postoffice, caught the 
largest catfish above the dam last 
evening that has been caught this 
season. 
The fish 
weighed 5'/i 


pounds and dressed 3'/4 pounds. 
What is the value of that catch 
in money? Catfish sells on the 
market for 22c a pound. 'At that 
rate Mr. Ballou had 77c wortj^pf 
fish. 
For one hour devoted^o 


fishing that was not so bad. 


RIDING SAFELY WITH DIXON FOR OVER NINE YEARS 


We Would Like to Take This Opportunity to Thank All Our Friends and Patrons Who Have so Loyally Supported Us During the Past Nine Years. 


It is Our Constant Aim to Improve Our Equipment and Service to Insure Safe, Comfortable Buses and Drivers at All Times. 


1942 • • • 


COURTEOUS 


FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 


LEOMALLACH 


9 Y•en 4cc?d«nt-Fre* 


S*rv/c« 


••1951 


SAFETY 


COMFORT 


SPEED 


• 


Let ut plan a charter trip for you -- Dial 3-8071 for reservations and information. Ride a bus, avoid traffic jams 
and parking tickets. Save your car, sH back and relax and ride in comfort, ease and safety. 


L E. CANFIELD 
President and 


Proprietor 
• 


DIXON TRANSIT COMPANY. Inc. 


113 THIRD STREET 
DIAL 3-8071 
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Big Worry Ends 
With Ice Plant 


From'the time families first set- 


tled in Dixon, the city was "con- 
fronted with an annual problem 
which depended on the caprices 
of the weather. 
vOften in the late part of a mild 
Winter the citizens cast anxious 
looks at the river, for between its 
wide banks in colder winters was 
harvested ,the ice crop that sup- 
plied Dixon homes and businesses 
with ice for refrigeration and cool- 
ing drinks during the long siege 
of heat in the following summer. 


For this reason Dixon citizens 


felt that they had few grounds 
to complain about the extreme cold 
,*" a severe winter when such 
weather was necessary to provide 
the comforts of the following sum- 
mer. 
On the other hand, if ice 


failed to form on the river they 
were faced with the prospect of a 
long, dry summer without that 
commodity and the ice cutters 
were forced to turn elsewhere for 
a livelihood. 


Happy Announcement 


during mid-summer of 1907, 


oil July 1, The Telegraph made 
an announcement that promised 
to end all the citizens' worries 
about the ice supply—and give 
them license to make any com- 
plaint 
they pleased about 
the 


weather's extremities during the 
next winter. The good news was 
that the Dixon Artificial Ice & 
Cold Storage company had begun 
operations in the city. 
>5\The ice company, said 
The 


Telegraph, "commenced to deliver 
its own product to its customers 
this morning, and the quality of 
the ice fully meets their expecta- 
tions." 


"The plant," bragged The Tcle- 


. graph, "will turn out 35 tons of 
ice daily. 
The artificial ice is 


pure. 
It is manufactured from 


pure water and is entirely free 
from foreign matter, so common 
3i river ice.." 


"DOLL'S HOUSE" PLAYS 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 
1. 


1904)—Henrik Ibsen's s t r o n g 
drama, "A Doll's House." was giv- 
en before a fair-sized audience at 


i the Dixon Opera House last eve- 
ning. 


Happy Hooligan, 1904 


TONIGHT 


IT'S ME 


It Ha* Mvl.i Millloa-.ll.tupy 


II Hours of Solid Fun 


• 'unny Comedians 
Handsome Ma Ocas 
Sweet Singers 
Tbe Greatest Dancers 
Up-to-Date Specialties 


FETCH 'GRANDMA AND GRANDPA 


Fun for the boys! Laimhter 


for the Rirls! '-llooliKan" will 
mike \ou lauuh. roar and grow 
fat. Clcao, clever, briRUt and 
reflacd. 


Funnier than a. Circus 


PBlCES-a5c, 35c and COc 


SeaU on Salo at Todd's Hat Store. 


Dixon Home Telephone Company 


BACHELOR PARTY 


(Evening Telegraph. Apr. 10, 


1906)—The Bachelor club of this 
city will give a dancing party 
Wednesday evening, April 18, at 
Rosbrook hall. The bachelors are 
Amos Bosworth, Richard Bovey, 
Bradford Brinton. James Carty, 
John Crabtrec, George Downing, 
Frank Philpott, Harry 
Warner, 


Harry 
White, Hawley 
Wilbur, 


Patronesses — Mrs. 
Frank Ros- 


brook, Mrs. Charles Leakc, Mrs. 
William Philpott, Mrs. Theodore 
Fuller. 


SILVER FIRM STARTS 


In 1904. the Warner Silver 


Manufacturing company of Dixon 
began making silver-plated metal 
goods such as soda fountain fix- 
tures and picture frames. 
f 


Beau BrummeL 1905 


Vaile <& O'Malley. 


To close about 500 Over- 
coats at the following 
prices: 
$5.75, 
$6.75, 


•$8.75, $10.75. 
$14.75. 


These coats, which are 
cut from 44 to 52 inches 
long, are made in fancy 
mixtures, meltons, vi- 
cunas, Oxfords and Ker- 
seys—with and without 
belts. 


Vaile <& O'Malley, 


IMxou'a Progressive Clothiers. 


Medusa Cement 
Made in Dixon 


Located just east of the city is 


one of Dixon's biggest and most 
flourishing industries, the Medusa 
Portland Cement company's plant, 
extending over 540 acres. 


The. industry was located. in 


Dixon largely through the efforts 
of 
State 'Senator 
Charles 
H. 


Hughes and Attorney E. H. Brew- 
ster. 


Ground for the Dixon plant was 


broken in March. 1906, just north 
of the old Daysville and River 
roads. W. E. Wuerth, who had 
supervised the erection of many 
cement plants 
throughout 
the 


country, was placed in charge of 
the work here. 


The plant began operation in 


1907Nwith -six kilns, producing 1500 
barrels of cement daily. Today this 
expanded plant produces almost 
1,500,000 barrels of cement a year. 


Today the plant makes not only 


standard 'gray cement, but also 
the newer cements for specified 
purposes for contractors, builders 
and consumer. 


Proud of Safety Record 


Employees 'and 
management 


alike are proud of the national 
recognition bestowed on the Me- 
dusa mill for its outstanding safe- 
ty record. Oh five separate occa- 
sion, the plant has won the Port- 
land Cement Association's award 
for no loss of time due to acci- 
dents. 


The products of the Medusa 


mill help build the nation's homes, 
buildings, .roads and 
industrial 


structures. 
, 


Bootblack Takes 
Advantage of Ad 


On April 26, 1904, when an ad- 


vertisement appeared in The Eve- 
ning Telegraph 
in 
which 
the 


American Express company office 
at Dixon offered S5 reward for a 
dog which had been lost in transit 
from Clinton, 111., to DCS Moincs, 
la., a local Dixon boy knew just 
what to do. 


The boy, who sold papers and 


shined shoes in Dixon for a living, 
read the ad, which described the 
ost hunting dog as having "a 
lack spbt on one ear." 
He promptly began a search and 
uccceded in locating a dog with 


black spot on one ear; whore- 


pon, he took the dog to the ex- 
cess agent and received the 55 
•eward. 
That the dog the boy turned in 


o the express agent was the 
vrong one did not concern the 
Dixon bootblack and news hawker; 
neither did the fact that the dog 
recovered already had an owner 
n Dixon. The conditions were ful- 
filled and he kept his $5, although 
the Dixon man's dog was returned. 


Pulls Wrong Rope, 
Rings Up 60 Cents 


The Telegraph reported that on 


May 12, 1904, a woman passenger 
on the new electric street car, de- 
siring to get off at the next stop, 
lulled the rope a dozen times. 


She had used the wrong signal. 


She should have pushed the elec- 
tric buzzer button. The rope she 
pulled rang up 60 cents in five- 
cent fares. 


VAIL GETS PRIZE 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 31, 


—Ed Vail, the winner of the 


Elks' billiard tournament and the 
prize therefore, is feeling proud, 
as his prize, which it will be re- 
membered was a handsome cue, 
was received by him yesterday. 


HIGH SCHOOL BURNS 


On Oct. 14, 1007, the South Side 


(white brick) high school at Hen- 
nepin avenue and Fifth street was 
destroyed by fire. 


NOT OUR BOYS! 


, Headline, Nov. 16, 1908: "Co. 
G Militia Takes to Baseball 
This Docs Not Mean, However, 
That 
the 
Boys 
Are 
Getting 


Batty." 


Hofmann Heating Firm 
Established 47 Years Ago 


For 47 years the Hofmann Heat- 


ing company has served Dixon 
and the surrounding area, offering 
only the best in sheet metal, heat- 
ing and air-conditioning equip- 
ment. 
• 


The company was founded in 


1904 
by the la'te John Hofmann, 


father of the present owner, John 
Fred Hofmann. At that time the 
firm was located at 89 Galena 
avenue. The company moved to 
the present location at 77 Galena 
avenue in 1907 nnd rebuilt the 
frame structure into the present 
brick building in 1915. 


J. F. "Fritz" 
Hofmann. 
the 


present owner, is a graduate of 
Northwestern University and the 
Chicago Heat Institute. For four 


122 Peoria avenue was established in.1904 and . 


published it? 66th directory in August. 1950. The company serves Dixon and includes 
local free service trunk lines to Grand Detour, Nachusa, Harmon and Nelson. 


Booming Dixon Called 'Little Chicago' 


years he served as a members of 
the 91st Infantry 
Division 
in 


years he served as a member of 
combat duly in Africa and Europe. - 
He was bom in Dixon when the 
family was living in an apartment 
above the original shop. Mr. Hof- 
mann was elected mayor of Dixon 
in 1947. 


The Hofmann company installs, 


repairs, cleans and reconditions all 
makes of furnaces and oil burners. 
The firm is authorized dealer and 
distributor 
for 
Sunbeam 
and 


Round 
Oak 
heating 
systems. 


Frigidalre 
air-conditioning 
and 


Silent Glow oil burners. 


The firm is a member of the 


Sheet Metal Association. 


Tree'Rider' Takes 
Inadvertent Journey 


(Evening Tcfegraph, Apr. 17, 


1907)— Imprisoned in the ice vent 
of an Illinois Central car for four 
days, during which he had neither 
food or drink, was the experience 
of James Kelman of New Orleans. 
La., this week. 


He was liberated 
by 
freight 


handlers in this city yesterday 
afternoon and had barely strength 
to crawl out of the hole. They 
heard someone pounding and dis- 
covered him in the ice vent. 


He was lightly clad, and said he 


got on the train in New Orleans to 
ride about 60 miles to Lumbcryille, 
Miss., and soon afterward heard 
the brakeman 
close 
the 
door, 


making it impossible for him to 
escape. 


He was given plenty to cat nnd a 


place to sleep and will be sent 
back to New Orleans today. 


Firm Begins Making 
Auto Wheels Here 


In 1901 the Rock River Manu: 


facturing company began making 
automobile wheels nnd other goods 
at a plant on Seventh street. The 
firm was capitalized at $50,000. 


The first shipment of wheels 


was made to the Bartholomew An- 


Men's Styles, '06 


has always been a city of arches, from the time the first arch was erected 
ovcrtst^e^?ySeSLisCintral railroad. It is not known for what purpose 
these temporary, buntog-draped arches were placed over First street m this view west 
in the early 1900s. 


tomobilc company 
May 31, 1904. 


of Peoria on 


Practical— 
(Continued from page 6, Sec. H) 
club's membership has been 22. 


The present officers, elected for 


„. two-year 
term, are: Lcttic 


Marth, president; Goldlc Schuler, 
vice president; Mabel Holland, 
secretary-treasurer. 


The program committee 
for 


1951-52 c o m p r i s e s F r a n c e s 
Mcllott, chairman, and Alia Palm- 
er, Dora Senncff, feoldle Schuler 
and Edith Smith. 


The menu committee is headed 


by Rowcha Powell as chairman 
with Eric Whitson, Fannie Ware, 
PearlTttckard and Anna Street. 


Lulu Rhodes is chairman of the 


flower and gift committee and 
those serving with her are Anna 
Clausen and Mabel Mellott. The 
press correspondent is Lila Hart. 


The current club membership 


includes: Clara Bells, Ruth Boyd, 
Anna Clausen, Lila Hart. Mabel 
Holland, Mabel Mays, L o t t i e 
Marth, Frances Mellott, Mabel 
Mellott, Alta Palmer, 
Rowcna 


Powell, Lulu Rhodes, Pearl Rick- 
ard, Alice Jane Ritterspach, Goldie 


Band Concert 


A View for the Scenic Minded 


Schuler, 
Dora 


Smith, 
Grace 


Senneff, 
Stephan, 


Edith 
Anna 


^Sfcfe«^»^"^»SaM««*W«W«l"»J»!»»«« 
««WW>«»«B«WWW»-1W-»«»J. 
• 
To the photographer looking for a good spot from which to snap an excellent 


icenteview of SSn and Rock river in the early 1900s, this point looking southwest 
S the GaLa avenue bridge had its advantages. 
Note electric street car crossing 


bridge on spaa farthest to right. 


Street, Fannie Ware, Erie Whit- 
son and Dora Wilson. 


Senator Foresees 
War With Japanese 


In the May 21,1907, issue of The 


Telegraph, was carried a pre- 
diction by United States Senator 
George C. Perkins of California 
that "Japan and America will 
fight some day." 


The senator said 
that 
with 


United States acquisition of the 
Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, the 
Philippines and a shoreline on the 
Pacific ocean of 25.000 miles, "we 
have laid the foundation for com- 
mercial supremacy on the Pacific 
coast, and at some point in the 
future course of national destiny 
the pathway of national progress 
on the part of Japan and the 
United States will converge to a 
point of inevitable conflict." 


Firm Manufactures 
Power Machinery 


In 1901 the Intermittent Horse 


Power company was organized in 
Dixon with a capital of $75,000 
and began manufacturing power 
machinery units weighing a thou- 
sand pounds. 
The firm's headquarters was on 


River street, with another plant 
at John A. Dcctcr's planing mill. 


INCANDESCENT SYSTEM 
The city of Dixon completed ft 


new incandescent electric lighting 
system on MarM, 1904, The Tele- 
graph reported. 


JUDGE LANDIS HERE 


On June 4. 1908, Judge Ken- 


nesaw Mountain Landis was the 
guost 
of 
Judge 
Solomon H. 


Bcthca in Dixon. 


(Evening Telegraph, July 21, 


1910)—The usual popular weekly 
band concert will be given by the 
Dixon Marine band next Friday 
evening at the corner of Third 
street and Galena avenue. Fol- 
lowing will be the program: 


March, Blaze of Glory; Medley, 


Remick's Hits No. 7; Overture, 
The Crusader; Evening Star from 
Tannhauser; Caprice, The Little 
Toy Soldier; Medley, Just One 
Dearie; That Mesmerizing Men- 
delssohn Tune; March, Blue Jack- 
ets. 
Overstreet Jewelry 
Store Moves Here 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 2.1!, 


1910)—The store in the I. O. 0. F. 
building on Galena avenue has 
been leased to a man named Over- 
street from Paxton, III. Mr. Over- 
street will open a first class Jew- 
elry store, having disposed of 
his business at Paxton. He will 
take possession Oct. 1. 


Mr. Overstreet will move his 


family to Dixon. He is a well-to- 
do business man. He has a store 
at Monticello, 111., which 
is in 


charge'Of his son. In time he 
might dispose of that store and 
consolidate his business at Dixon. 


Mr. Overstreet has leased the 


room for one year with a privi- 
lege of three years. 


(Overstreet's, 
established 
in 


1883, is now located at 203 First 
street.) 
Spectators Miffed 
As Girls Win Game 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept, 27, 


1904)—The Boston Bloomer girls 
defeated the local baseball team, 
6 to 5. in a well played game at 
Athletic park yesterday after- 
noon. 
At least three men played with 


the girls and there were others 
who didn't look so good, so that 
some of the spectators were ready 
to declare that there were only 
two or three of the really truly 
fair sex and the others were sim 
ply men masquerading. 
Attend 


ance at the game was about 300. 


Officer Andy Phalen kept thi 


crowd away from the Bloome 
benches. 


DIXON MAX HONORED 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 21 


1908)-—In recognition of his serv- 
ices in the cause 
of 
universa 


peace, the queen of the Nether 
lands has conferred a medal- upon 
William M. Malloy. formerly o' 
Dixon, clerk to the senate com 
mittee on foreign relations am 
private 
secretary 
of 
Senate 


Cullom. 
' 
'' 


TALLYHO! 


In 1908, William Maloney con 


traded for a 12-passcnger "Rap 
id" automobile to be uso^J fo 
sight-acting parties around Dixon 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN QUIT 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 8, 


1907)—The Dixon Volunteer Fire 
Department was disbanded at a 
meeting Wednesday evening and 
hereafter the fire fighting will be 
left to the regular paid depart- 
ment. 


GROUND HOGS BRING CASH 


illectriG— 
Continued from page 1, Sec. H) 
eather comes up, and is rc- 
ronsiblc for the automobile stable. 
Ir. Miller is now looking for a 
uitablc location and will cstab- 
sh one at the earliest oppor- 
unity. Machines will be housed 
nd when wanted by the owner the 
hauffcur will 
speedily 
deliver 


hem at whatever point in the city 
pecified. 
In addition all parts of the 
lachine will be kept in stock and 
full repair shop maintained. Mr. 
tiller will be associated with his 
rother, Harvey Miller, in the new 
nterpri.se and anticipates a paying 
usiness. 
iditor Pronounces 
Movies Too Fast' 


The Telegraph reported that on 


March 29, 1904, the Dixon fire 
nd police departments sponsored 
a series of moving picture films. 


Motion picture films were shown 
n several subjects, some of which 


e pronounced by the editor to 


e "too. fast to be natural." 
Slides of several local subjects 


Arcre shown, including a picture of 
he Dixon firemen winning the 
tale running championship. 


WALKER WHITESIDE HERE 
\Valker Whiteside, distinguished 


actor in the early part of the cen- 
ury. starred 
in "his beautiful 


•omcdy 
success," 
"Hoart 
and 


Sword," at the Dixon Opera House, 
on Feb. 2, 1906. 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 2, 


1907)—During July there were 704 
ground hogs killed in Lee county 
for a bounty totaling J176. 


On the day that Vaile & O'Mal- 


ley, clothiers in Dixon. announced 
in- their ad that there would be a 
sharp reduction in the price of 
straw hats. The Telegraph also 
published a story announcing fall 
styles for men. 


According to the newspaper on 


that date (July 28. 1906). the well- 
dressed young men of the season 
would be wearing coats that were 
cut "somewhat shorter" and "thoy 
will be made with or without the 
vent, but the tendency is to cut out 
the vent." 


Other style notes included: 
"The 
Chesterfieldian 
garment 


which attained popularity last year 
will not be in vogue, although 
some will be worn. 
The style 


known as the 'Varsity' will domi- 
nate, and the effect of the gar- 
ment is pleasant. 


"As usual, footgear has suffered 


the humiliation of receiving a new 
addition along the freak line. The 
latest add is the huge rounded toe. 
bulldog shape with a straight last 
and low uppers." 


MARINES IN KOREA 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. «, 


1004) --Seoul, Korea—A 
detach- 


ment of 35 Marines from 
the 


United States Steamer Vickaburjc 
lying at Chemulpo arrived here 
yesterday as a guard 
for the 


United States legation. The United 
States supply ship Saphro is also 
at Chemulpo, where Russia, Japan 
and Great Britain have each one 
man of war. Quiet prevailed here, 
hut the palace is heavily guarded 
by the Korean army. 


"MIKADO" I'LAVS HERE 
On March 14, 1904, The Tele- 


graph reported, the Church Choir 
company, a local group, presented 
the "Mikac\o," a Gilbert and Sulll- 


production, at 
the Opcr» 


Tou Cur!' (1904) 


' 


••THE CONVICT'S DAUGHTER" 


Next Attraction at the Dixon Opera House on Wed- 


nesday, Aujf. 10th. 


ACT 5th. 


SirDOWNlETMflElLYOUAllTTlESTORti 


Cement Plant Begins Operation in 1907 


The Medusa Portland Cement company began operation in ^Dixon in 1907and hasbej 
come one of Dixoe's leading industries which now produces almost l.&W.WU oarrai 
of cement a yeaiv 
~ 
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1911 ..Dixon Adopts Commission Rule 


Postoffice Opens to Public; 
New Building Costs S90.000 


Dixon's postoffice, erected at a cost of $90.000, was 


opened to the public for the first time on Saturday, March 


' Construction work had started 19 months earlier in 


August, 1909, but two obstacles prevented an earlier comple- 
tion of the new federal building. The first was a strike at 


the Bedford stone quarry and one 
later at the marble fluarry in New 
Hampshire. 
For several 
weeks 


no work was done on the building, 
and plans for a formal opening 
were repeatedly postponed. 


The building was completed by 


funds granted by the government 
. which at first appropriated $60.000 


and later voted to increase that 
sum to meet the needs. 


Postmaster at the time the 


building was started was B. F. 
Shaw, publisher of The Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph. He had held the 
position for 19 years and was 
completing his fifth term when he 
died. 


Postmaster Frye 


Postmaster in the 
year 
the 


§ building was completed was Wil- 
- liam L. Frye. The government's 


payroll at the postoffice in 1911 
included 33 persons serving as 
clerks, carriers, messengers and 
janitors. 
The annual salary for 


these men was $26,542. with the 
postmaster topping the list with 
an annual income of $2800. 


The opening of the new (and 


present) postoffice 
In 
March, 


1911 was 82 years after the first 


fc postoffice 
was 
established 
in 


* Dixon. In 1829 a postoffice was 


established at Dixon's Ferry and a 
man named Gay was appointed 


Boynton-Richards 
Founded in 1911 


The Boynton-Richards company, 


clothiers, was established 40 years 
age in 1911 when George E. Boyn- 
ton and John Thomas Richards, 
two young men who had been 
traveling salesmen for 
Marshall 


Field & Company, purchased the 
National Clothing House in Dixon 
from Henry Lebowich. 


The company was incorporated 


in September, 1911, and the store 
has been in continuous operation 
at the same location, 107 First 
street, since that date. 


Charles E. Miller, who had been 


New Federal Building 
Plan Organization 
Of Boy- Scouts Here 


(Evening Telegraph, May 13, 


1911)—The Boy Scout movement, 
which is meeting with so much 
favor in oth*r parts of the coun- 
try, will strike Dixon next week, 
when some afternoon or evening 
a meeting will be held at., the 
YMCA for the organization of the 
Boy Scouts here. 


Secretary Burnett states that 


any boy over 10 years of age, whe- 
ther a member of the Y, junior 
department or not, can join. 


The plans for the coming sum- 


mer indicate that the proposition 
ii one which will undoubtedly ap- 
peal to nearly every boy in the 
city. 


SEEK OIL WEALTH 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 16, 


1911)—Dixon men arc getting to- 
gether and endeavoring to inter- 
est capital to form a company and 
bore for oil in Ogle county. 


Public Corridor in Dixon Postoffice 


associated 
with 
the 


Clothing House, joined 


postmaster, 
his cabin. 


The office was in 


Less than a year later. Sept 29, 


1830, John Dixon, founder of the 
city, was commissioned postmaster 
and he served until the summer of 
1837. 


From that date the postoffice 


was moved about the city into 


t various buildings and at one time 


(June 23, 1903) 
was 
partially 


destroyed by fire when housed in 
the Opera block. 


Thousands Inspect Buildlnjf 
Thousands of persons came to 


Inspect the new building on the 
day of its opening in 1911, includ- 
ing many postmasters from nearby 
communities. 


On March 11, The Telegraph 


reported that "expressions of de- 
| light with the new postoffice were 


heard on every hand. 
It is re- 


markable the number of country 


'" folks that have visited the build- 


ing this afternoon. 
They feel as 


•deep an interest in the magnificent 
structure as do the city people." 


Built of Bedford stone, marble, 


granite, steel and terrazzo, the 
building was completely modern 
in design and equipped with the 
latest 
type 
vaults, 
canceling 


* machines and furnishings. One of 


the features was a revolving door, 
just then being installed in all 
government 
buildings. 
It was 


estimated to cost nearly $8,000. 


Charles W. Gindele company of 


National 
the new 


firm and in 1921 he bought into 
the company and was made secre- 
tary, a position he has held since 
that date. 


Serve In War 


Both Mr. Boynton and Mr. Rich- 


ards served in World War I, dur- 
ing which time Mr. Miller served 
as manager of the clothing store. 
In 1926 Mr. Boynton was asked 
by Wilson Bros, to assume man- 
agement of several stores which 
had been opened as retail outlets. 
This offer came through the pres- 
tige Mr. Boynton had won through 
his contributions to System Maga- 
zine and his ideas on stock con- 
trol. 
He 
continued to manage 


stores in Chicago until all leases 
ran out. Before leaving for Chi- 
cago, Mr. Boynton and Mr. Rich- 
ards operated stores in 
Amboy, 


Morrison and Sterling. 


The company was reorganized 


after the death of Mr. Richards in 
1928 and Joe E. Miller became a 
junior partner. He is now act- 
ing manager of the firm. 


The 
company 
now 
employs 


seven persons and deals in nation- 
ally known products. 


Boynton-Richards Company is a 


member of the National Associa- 
tion of Retail Clothiers. 
Talk of Building 


PEO Chapter 
Organized 1911 


Observing the 40th anniveisary 


of its organization in Dixon. Chap- 
ter A C, Illinois, of the PEO Sis- 
terhood reviewed the highlights of 
those years at a dinner for mem- 
bers atW guests on April 16. 


In 1911 Mrs. Ethel VanSpanck- 


eran and Mrs. Harriet Leland, 
both members of Chapter B U of 
Pclla, Iowa, invited a group of 
Dixon women to join them in 
forming n PEO chapter here. Nine 
of the 11 charter members wei;e 
initated 'into the' Sisterhood on 
April 11 of that year. Mrs. Van 
Spnnckcran became the first pres- 
ident. 


Then, as now, the chapter met 


twice a month on Mondays at the 
homes of members from Octobci 
to the middle of May. The present 
membership totals 60, of whom 
seven arc non-resident. 


Statu Convention* Hero 


During the early years, Chaptui 


A C participated in state and na- 
tional projects. In April, 1930. tlu 
.Uate convention with if total dele 
jation of 500 members, the largos 
;tate meeting up to that time, wa. 
neld here. Convention sessions a." 
vvell as the banquet were held a. 
Che Masonic Temple^. Mrs. Clan 
Coppins was president. 


The 25th anniversary was cole 


orated at a formal dinner at tlu 
home of Mrs. Grace Rowland April 
20. 1936. Acting as toast-mistress 
was Mrs. Irene Moore. 


In 1945, Chapter A. C joined a 


group of chapters in the Rockford 
area in entertaining the war-time 
convention, which was held at the 
Faust hotel, April 2-1 and 25. 


During World War II, official 


W. B. Brinton First Mayor 
Under New City Regime 


On Tuesday, Jan. 17,1911, Dixon voted to adopt the new 


plan of city government by commissioners. 


Although the voting was light, and some believed that 


it was not a full expression of opinion, there were not many 
voices of objection raised against the new plan which would 
put full responsibility for the city's future welfare in the 
._., 
— 
: 
hands of five commissioners. 


Chicago were 
tractors. 


the general con- 


State Hospital 


(Evening Telegraph, July 19, 


191l)_president E. N. Howcll of 
the Citizens' association, has an- 
nounced a public meeting to be 
held at the city hall Friday eve- 
ning, July 21. 


It is generally known that an 


effort is being made to secure for 
this locality the location of the 
new $1,200,000 State hospital for 
the insane contemplated by legis- 
lation recently passed. 


This work has been done in a 


quiet way, but the committee ap- 
pointed has been very active. 


New Orphanage 
Addition Dedicated 


(Evening Telegraph, May 9, 


1911) 
— Gathering beneath the 


stately pines on the lawn of the 
Nachusa 
Lutheran 
Orphanage, 


more than 200 friends of the insti- 
tution assisted in the dedicatory 
services of the new addition to the 
home Thursday afternoon. 


Mingling with the fricnds-of the 


home were 23 little folks, whose 
welfare is being looked after by 
itoe Lutheran denomination in Illi- 
nois, Io\Va and part of Nebraska, 
The day was theirs and their songs 
and merry laughter were much 
enjoyed. 


REYNOLDS WIRE EXPANDS 


(Evening Telegraph. 
Mar. 18, 


1911)—President H. G. Reynolds 
of the Reynolds Wire company an- 
nounced today that the company 
has decided to put up a new fac- 
tory building on the site adjoin- 
ing, on the cast of the present 
building "" East River street. 


Town Sizzles 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
July 3, 


1911)—Today has been the hot- 
test day of which there is any 
record in Dixon and the countless 
people who have been forced to 
hustle around in the stifling at- 
mosphere wil readily agree with 
H. U. Bardwell's government ther- 
mometer. 


Mr. Bardwcll reports that at ^ 


p m. today his government test- 
ed register, which is wholly m 
the shade and protected from the 
sun's rays, showed a temperature 
of 103 degrees. 


There are 
none 
of the old- 


timers 
who can 
remember of 


temperature' of that intensity in 
Dixon. 


WAGON FACTORY STARTS 
(Evening 
Telegraph, 
July 5, 


1911) — The American 
Wagon 


company started operation of its 
factory in this city this morning 
and about 25 mechanics were put 
to work as a starter.. 


Third Brigade of National Guard 
Encamps at Dixon for 2 Weeks 


The Third Brigade of the Illinois 


National Guard camped in Dixon 
from Aug. 12 to 26 in 1911. Thou- 
sands of khaki uniformed men of 
the Third and Sixth regiments 
pitched tents at the Rock River 
Military Academy campus during 
the two-week encampment. 


On Aug. 15, Gov. Charles S. De- 


necn arrived in Dixon to review 
the troops and to address them 
and the large crowd that gathered 
at the camp. The camp was nam- 
ed in his honor. 


Other events of the encampment 


included a parade in the streets 
of Dixon and a special sham bat- 
\le. 


Military discipline was strict and 


The Telegraph reported that the 
guard house was overflowing. The 
newspaper account said: 


"Between 50 and 60 soldiers 


were caught stealing in and out 
..'of the lines last night by sentinels 
'and stacked in the guard house 
and this morning the whole out- 
fit spent a few hours wandering 
over the camp picking up piece 
of paper and 'shooting' cigar 
'snipes.' 
Orders were given out 


last evening that no passes should 
be Issued, and so no soldier had 
leave to go outside the guard lines 
of the camp." 


The first to arrive was the 


Third regiment which was suc- 
ceeded by the Sixth Of which Dix- 
on's Company G was a part. Again 
the governor arrived on Aug. 21 
to inspect the new contingent. 


There were more parades, mori 


sham battles, banquets and smok 
' ers for the distinguished visitors 


and finally, on August 26, the en 
campmcnt was concluded and Dlx 
on once more returned to "civilian 
life." 


EPIGRAMS TO BURN 


Elbcrt 
Hubbard, 
well-known 


writer who was famous for hi 
many epigrams on happy living 
delivered the address at the Me 


• 
morial day services of the Elk 


1 lodge on Sunday, Doc. 3, 1911. 


Corner Stone for 
Elks Lodge Laid 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 10, 


1911)—A large majority of the 
members of lodge No. 779, of the 
BPOE turticd out last night to the 
initiation and social session and 
to be present at the ceremonies of 
the laying of the cornerstone of 
the new building which took place 
at 11 o'clock. 


A tin box was produced con- 


taining records that were to be 
placed in the cornerstone. The box 
that was'cemented into the stone 
contained a list of the members up 
to date, a list of the honored dead 
and a list of the officers since the 
founding of the lodge, a copy of 
the constitution and by-laws of the 
Dixon lodge, the lodge codes, 'copies 
of The Evening Telegraph, two 
Lincoln pennies, a dime of 1854 
and a lodge badge. 
There was 


also a history of the lodge since its 
organization here, and a program 
of the cornerstone laying. 


Exalted Ruler George C. Dixon 


placed the box in the stone and 
cemented it over, thus closing the 
ceremonies. 


(The structure then being erect- 


ed at the corner of East Second 
street 'and 
Ottawa 
a V e n u < i , 


cost about $40,000. The building 
was completed early in March, 
1912). 


EXALTED RULER 


Attorney George C. Dixon was 


elected Exalted Ruler of the Dixon 
Elks on March 13, 1911. 


gifts through CARE 
from 
the 


PEO Sisterhood totaled $11,885. 
An additional $3,000 worth of 
CARE packages were sent abroad 
by individual chapters and a total 
of $19,215 was spent on service to 
veterans in U. S. hospitals, consist- 
ing chiefly of gifts of bed-side ra- 
dios and reading lamps. 


Post-War Work 


The post-war work' of the organ- 


ization has taken the form of in- 
ternational study 
grants which 


have been made available to wom- 
en .students from six foreign coun- 
tries. These women are now study- 
ing in American colleges with the 
expectation of returning to their 
homes upon completion of their 
work. 


National projects include owner- 


ship and administration of Cottey 
Junior College for girls located at 
Nevada, Missouri; and the man- 
agement of an educational loan 
fund 
from 
which 9,000 young 


women have received loans/ Sev- 
eral Dixon girls have been aided in 
their college careers by this fund. 


October 21 of last year the chap- 


ter entertained delegates from a 
group of northern Illinois chapters 
known as Reciprocity Group 1 at 
an all-day meeting at the Lovcland 
Community House. 


The most recent project under- 


taken by the Illinois State Chap- 
ter is assuming ownership of a 
PEO home located at Knoxville. 
Originally designed as a home and 
possessing a high financial value, 
it was accepted as a gift -to the 
State Chapter in 1949. The proper- 
ty will be operated as a home for 
members of PEO in Illinois who 
apply for admission through their 
chapters. 


Officers for the year 1950-51 


arc: President, Miss .Dorothy Ar- 
mington; 
vice 
president, 
Mrs. 


Mary Frances Horton; recording 
secretary, Mrs. Ivo Folk; corres- 
ponding secretary, Miss Lois Cop- 
pins; treasurer, Mrs. Helen Van 
Scoy; chaplain, Mrs. Bernice Leh- 
man; and guard, Mrs. Mary Hein- 
dck 


State Convention 
Of K. of C. Here 


(Evening Telegraph, 
May 
U. 


1911)—One 
thousand 
Catholics, 


including 350 delegates, are guests 
of 
Dixon 
toduy, and 
notwith- 


standing the fact that this is the 
smallest city that has entertained 
the 
state 
convention 
of 
the 


Knights of Columbus. Dixon is 
doing her part well and every 
Catholic is highly pleased with the 
entertainment afforded them and 
the accommodations given. 


» 
• • 


(Evening Telegraph. May 10, 


1911)—Rosbrook hall,, beautifully 
Jecoratcd and splendidly lighted, 
vas filled with Catholic men and 
fomen. lending their presence to 
nake the .social session, of the 
Cnights of Columbus state con- 
'ention a decided success. 


Rt. Rev. Bishop Muldoon was 


H-csent and delivered one of the 
;reat speeches the eminent Catho- 
lic is capable of.. • • 


The convention did not get to 


the election of officers until 3 
o'clock. When nominations were 
called for. there were indications 
that the election of state deputy 
was going to develop. 
* • 
» 


LcRoy Hackett of Chicago was 


elected state deputy In the voting 
that followed and Edward Vaile of 
Dixon was chosen as a national 
delegate to represent the Dixon 
council .at Detroit. 


the words of the 


Quccnsbury 
who 


Embarrassed Flyer Folds 
His Wings and Departs 


Sight of Dixon 
Charms Marquis 


One cnn see no better example 


of a charming American country 
town than in Dixon." 


These are 


Marquis 
of 


visited Dixon as a guest of the 
Elks in 1011. 
Writing 
in 
the 


Chicago Tribune of November 29, 
1911, the Englishman reported. 


"On Monday I went 
to the 


beautiful little town of Dixon, 111., 
at the invitation of-the Elks, to 
open their bazaar, which was held 
with the object of raising funds to 
complete the building of a mag- 
nificent new club house which 
they are putting up. It is always 
most interesting to a stranger to 
sec the inner life of a country, 
and one can see no better example 
of a charming American country 
town than in Dixon. 


"Prior to the opening of the fair, 


I was entertained at a banquet 
with Mayor W. Brinton in the 
chair. 
After a delightful repast 


and some' exceedingly kind and 
hospitable speeches I was taken 
for a motor ride to see the beau- 
ties of the place, and I shall be 
bound to make a break for Dixon 
next summer, so charmed was I 
with Its natural beauties." 


Black Hawk Statue 
Unveiled in 1911 


* 
Lorado Taft's colossal Indian 


statue typical of Black Hawk, the 
Indian chief whose name was en- 
graved in the early history of Illi- 
nois, was unveiled on a bluff above 
Oregon on Saturday, July 1, 1911. 


The figure, made of concrete, 


represented an early experiment in 
this type of sculpturing and stands 
48 feet high and is visible for 


The proposition was carried by 


a vote of 129 in a total of 1,019 
votes cast. 


At the election on April 18th, 


those elected were Mayor William 
B. Brinton and 
Commissioners 


Martin Gannon. Henry Schmidt, 
W. A. Schuler and J. D. Van Bib- 
ber. 


Telegraph Editorial 


Reporting the election in April. 


The Telegraph said editorially: 


"These five men headed by May- 


or Brinton will have their own row 
to hoe. When the state legislature 
of the 46th general assembly at 
special session in 1910 passed the 
bill- which allowed cities and vil- 
lages to adopt the commission 
form of government they stopped 
at the oritical point. They showed 
the voters how to adopt the new 
idea, they told what the officers 
should be, they told how the com- 
missioners could be recalled—but 
they failed absolutely to form any 
plan of government "for the com- 
missioners. 


"The time honored means of 


conducting 
the 
city's 
business 


which have proven very satisfac- 
tory and adequate and which have 
been easily operated are to be dis- 
carded and 
tomorrow morning 


Dixon's governing body will find 
themselves at the beginning of a 
strange path, through which they 
will have to move with greatest 
caution." 
• 


On Monday, April 24. 1911, tho 


new commissioners met for the 
first time and passed ordinances 
creating their own department* 
and fixing salaries of officials. 


Duties of Commissioner* 


The duties of the commissioner* 


were outlined as follows: 


Public Affairs—Mayor W. B. 


Brinton. Supervisor of all city 
departments, public utilities, head 
of the parks, health department, 
police courts and police magis- 
trate. 


Accounts and Finances—Henry 


Schmidt. All accounts, city clerk's 
and city treasurer's offices, collec- 


What many Dixonitcs hoped 


would be their first glimpse of 
a 
new-fangled 
"aeroplane" 
m 


flight, turned into a dismal and 
literal flop here in early August, 
19H- 
After much heralding publicity, 


Jimmie 
Mars, 
famous "human 


eagle," was scheduled to fly his 
"Red 
Devil" at the Assembly 


grounds on August 9. 


Although the day dawned clear 


and Mars commented, "What a 


Captain Cushing's tent at Camp Dcnecn. Left to right: First Lieutenant;P: 
tain Gushing, Second Lieutenant Sopor. 


reston, Cap- 


BATTERY B'S GUN AT CAME DENEEN 


beautiful day we 
have for a 


Dixon Merchants Plan 
Second 'Dollar Day' 


Dixon merchants, inspired by 


the success of the city's first 
"Dollar Day." in 1010, planned a 
second and bigger event for Jan- 
uary 21. 1911. 


On January 16. The Telegraph 


printed a special edition contain- 
ing the announcement of Dixon s 
second "Dollar Day," which was 
described as a "Carnival for shop- 
pers." 
Fifteen 
thousand 
extra 


copies of the newspaper were sent 
to people In the immediate vicinity 
of Dixon and the advantages of- 
fered brought thousands of people 
to the city for that big event. 


flight," it might just as well have 
been ceiling zero, which would 
have 
eliminated his embarrass- 


ment. 


A crowd of 7,000 persons gath- 


ered at the park to witness the 
sensational exhibition, but all were 
doomed to disappointment. In the 
early afternoon an unexpected rain 
storm delayed the flight, and Mars 
and the other visiting birdmcn 
might better have folded their 
wings and stolen quietly away. 
But, no ... 


Two unsuccessful attempts were 


made to get into the air. A clear 
space had been made in the park 
by mowing the grass and cutting 
down trees, but in spite of these 
preparations, the plane struck an- 
other tree and broke some brace 
wires. It took nearly an hour to 
repair the damage. 


On 


Second Attempt 


the second attempt, 
the 


Baldwin "aeroplane" 
got 
high 


tions, printing and accountant for 
all public property. 


Health and Safety—Martin 3. 


Gannon. Police, fire and health de- 
partments, licenses and saloons. 


Streets and Public Improve- 


ments—W. A. Schuler. Streets, 
sidewalks, sewers and city's inter- 
est in Rock river. 


Public Property—J. D. Van Bib- 


ber. Cemeteries, bridges and public 
buildings. 


The 
commissioners' • appoint- 


ments Included: 


Blake Grover, city clerk; Mark 


C. Keller, city atomey; Jame» 
Drew, city treasurer; G. A. Gitt, 
a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent of 


streets; Edward Hooker, chief of 
the fire department; Thomas Cof- 
fey, John Keyser and Arthur Pen- 
ny, firemen; John Gaffney, An- 
drew Phalen, Edmund Whctstein, 
John Winters, policemen; Jerome 
McKcnncy, merchant policeman; 
O. B. Dodge. Jason Ayres and E. 
C. Parsons, library trustees; E. N. 
Howell, A. C. Bardwcll, C. G. 
Smith, J. N. Sterling- and Edward 
Vaile, park board; and W. J. Bar- 
ry, superintendent of the ceme- 
tery. 


Official Newspaper 


The committe appointed at the 


same meeting to investigate the 
printing bids met the next morn- 
ing and decided that The Tele- 
graph should become the official 
newspaper for the city of Dixon 
for the next two years, meaning 
that authorized notices of the 


many miles up and down 
river. 


Rock council would 


in this paper. 


thereafter appear 


For the Easter Parade, 1911 


•nough to clear some electric wires 
but came down at the north end 
jf the field. Again the plane struck 
a tree. 


By this lime. Mars was com- 
jaining that his arm was pain- 
ng him. 


The Telegraph, with tongue in 


cheek, reported: 


'Hundreds of people have hun- 


dreds of reasons to offer why the 
'light was not made, but the rea- 
son for not being able to make a 
successful 
flight 
remains 
with 


Mars." 


At first the birdmcn (four oth- 


ers came to assist Mars) complain- 
ed that the field was not large 
enough, but it later was admitted 
that the engine Kvas not working 
right and did not develop enough 
power. 


The Telegraph, speaking of the 


failure of Mars, commented: "The 
public is inclined to be charitable 
with him," and "The business is 
still in the experimental stage." 


The plane had been shipped here 


by express. 


"A ROSE BY ANY OTHER 


NAME" 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Mar. 13, 


1911)—The Rose theatre closed on 
Saturday 
night 
and 
Manager 


Charles Dcrr has given up posses- 
sion of the building. It will be op- 
ened again as a moving picture 
house by George Slothowcr. 


(FASHION PICTURES 


PROM ADVERTISEMENTS 
IN DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


SPRING, 1911) 
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1912... Telegraph Sponsors Goodf ellows 
Christmas Made Merrier 
By Helping City's Poor 


Christmas, 1912, was a memorable and happy one in 


Dixon. 


In that year the Goodfellows club, an organization dedi- 


cated only to the purpose of making the season one of joy 
for the poor, was first started here under the sponsorship of 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph. 


A man whose name was never 


made public had started the club 
three years earlier in Chicago 
When, later, he moved his home to 
Dixon. he suggested the plan to 
the editors of The Telegraph and 
the local newspaper immediately 
became the publicity medium and 
public representative for the club. 


In the fust announcement of 


the Goodfellows club here 
The 


Telegraph stated: 


"The only recompense the mem- 


bers of this club get will be the 
quiet little pat on the back that 
their own conscience will give 
them when their woik is accom- 
plished." 
' 


This plan for bunging Yuletide 


cheer to the city's poor has con- 
tinued throughout the many ycais 
of the club's history in Dixon 


Coupons For Readers 


From the beginning, The Tele- 


graph provided readers with a 
coupon which, could be filled out 
and mailed along with contribu- 
tions. The newspaper became the 
clearing house for all letters and 
contnbutions. 


The club operated on a plan 


which enabled the members 
o 


obtain the names of poor children 
and destitute older people who 
were without clothing, fuel and 
food. Churches, city officials, so- 
cieties and clubs arc worked to- 
gether In obtaining this list. From 
the funds obtained from citizen 
club members, the 
purchased necessary 


Goodfellows 
items 
and 


toys which were distributed on 
Christmas morning. 


As an anonymous organization, 


the Goodfellows worked without 
personal publicity and all efforts 
to obtain money and the names of 
those in need, 
were conducted 


through the columns of the news- 
paper. 
Acknowledgment of the 


cash donations were published with 
the initials of the giver after each 
amount. 


Cartoon By Brings 


On December 13, 1912, a Car- 


toon loaned to The Telegraph by 
the Chicago Tribune expressed the 
appeal of the Goodfellows. The 
cartoon was the work of Clare 


Briggs, famous aitist who had 
spent his boyhood years m Dixon 
In subsequent years, other cai- 
toons by Bnggs added to the ap 
peal for contributions—such as 
the one reprinted on this page— 
and wcie used for many yeais. 


In the fust year of its work, 


the club found that there was a 
surptismgly large list of people 
in need and stiongcr and moie 
persistent appeals were made each 
day in the newspaper's columns 
for more help. 


Divon opened its heart and re- 


sponded generously to the plan 
The offerings 
came 
m 
many 


forms: many gave cash, others 
contnbuted 
groceries, 
clothing, 


chickens, turkeys, hams and toys 


Dixon business 
01 gamzations 


also joined in the work and many 
offered to take care of one or 
more families. 


By the close of the club's first 


year, money and supplies were 
received in amounts enough to 
provide gifts for more than 200 
families in the city. 


Fulfs Confectionary 
Founded 39 Years Ago 


Fulfs Bros. Confectionary, lo- 


cated at 114 N. Galena avenue, 
was established 30 years ago in 
1912 by Harry Fulfs. 
The store 


is now owned and operated by 
Ray Herbert and Glenn Rosbrook 
who have owned the business since 
1950. 


The store, in addition to being a 


confectionary, 
also deals 
in a 


complete line of sporting goods, 
representing the MacGrcgor-Gold- 
smith manufacturers. 


A slogan for many yeais has 


been "Where Friends Meet for a 
Treat." 


The stoie employs four per- 


sons and six students who work 
part time. 


Fulfs makes home made ice 


cream daily and has complete 
freezing 
equipment 
for 
this 


pui pose. 


Christmas, 1912, in Dixon 


- THCY3 A 


AlM'T 


IAJH»&KER>S MO 


~ 
HE U/A& 


t'oUR HOUSE 


The Goodfellows, an organization which collected food, fuel and toys for the poor at 
Christmas time, was first started in Dixon m 1912. Each year—for many years—the 
cartoons of the famous artist, Clare Briggs, were printed to inspire citizens to contri- 
bute to the fund. Briggs was a former Dixon man and had spent many of his boyhood 
years here. The cartoons were reprinted in The Telegraph through the courtesy of 
The Chicago Tribune m which they originally appeared. 


DIXOX BOWLERS 


Dixon bowlers won from 
the 


rack Clinton team m the Smith 
illcys on March 23, 1912 Mom- 
bois of the Dixon team were Pct- 
eis, Poole, Self, Fritz and Moore 


"FRECKLES" HERE 


(Evening Tclcgiaph, 
Nov. 23 


1912)—"Fieckles", the gr^at nove 
by Gene Stratton Poitci, diama 
tized by Neil Twomcy, played ai 
the Dixon opcia house Thursday. 


JOHNS-MANVILLE HOME INSULATION 


Offers You 


Comfort and Fuel Economy 


HOME 


D U C T 


INSULATION 


P i t . O D U i . T f 


HOME 
ffl 
P R O D U C T S 


INSULATION 


The home of Mr. and Mrs, Harold Huffman, 624 N. Galena A>enue 


The Wallf ill Co. 
Dixon, Illinois 
Dear Sirs: 


. 
Coml>an.V installed JOHNS-MANVILLE Kock Wool Insulation, we on joy 


»u 
, '" OHr ')ome- Thc side wa" aml atfi« insulation has stopped the stairway draft, 
and the floors and outside walls are warm all winter. We have no hard-to-hcat rooms. 
' 


A* t^HV™ *-an hcat ?"r larKe' 8'room homck with only SEVEN tons of coal in a 12-month period. 
At today s prices, our total fuel bill is only $125 annually. 


Sincerely, 
Harold W. Huffman, 
HUFFMAN OIL CO. 
Dixon, Illinois 


lOHNS-MANVILLE INSULATION offers you the same COMFORT and ECONOMY, 
guaranteed by its 92 years of serving America. THE WALLFILL CO., with its 25 
years experience as an insulation contractor is ready to serve you today. 


^ 


The Wallfill Company 


639 SECOND AVENUE, DLXON 
'BOB" SWANEY, District Manager 
Dial 4-9251 


Dixon Woman First 
Thought on Titanic 


On April 16,1912, The Telegraph 


reported the first accounts of the 
sinking of the steamship Titanic 
which took a toll of 1,726 lives 
when it struck an iceberg in the 
North Atlantic. 


First reports on that date indi- 


cated that Mrs. Emma Eustace, 
widow of the late John Eustace 
and sistei-iii-law of T. (H. Eustace 
of Dixon and a relative" of the late 
B. P. Shaw, ^ was on the ship, but 
later reports disclosed that she 
had taken another ship and was 
safe. 
Her name had appeared on 


the passenger list but the spelling 
was slightly different, and those 
n Dixon worried that it had been 
garbled in the cable messages re- 
porting the tragedy. 


Theater Employe 
Writes Movie Script 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 13, 


1912)—Geoige 
Morgan 
of this 


city, an employe at the Princess 
theatre, announces that he has 
wntten a motion picture play and 
sent it to an eastern firm that 
deals in such, and that he has 
received word from them that 
the play is a very good one and 
may be produced in the very near 
'uture. This being his first play, 
ic will receive no pay for it, such 
being the rule of the house. 


WILSON ELECTED! 


In a special edition on Wednes- 


day, Nov. 6, 1912, The Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph printed a special 
edition announcing the election of 
Wood row Wilson as President of 
the United States. 


Nachusa Orphanage 
Destroyed by Fire 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr, 3, 


1912)—The Nachusa 
orphanage, 


located one-half mile north of this 
place, was burned to the ground 
this morning, but fortunately most 
of the furniture in the big build- 
ing was saved and none of the oc- 
cupants was injured in any way. 


The fire started m the attic of 


the east wing of the building, but 
m spite of the determined efforts 
of all connected with the institu- 
tion and neighbors, the structure 
was reduced to an ash heap. 


The building, a big frame struc- 


ture, was the former home of Col. 
Sysart and his daughter, Mrs. 
Dysart and his 
daughter, Mrs. 


LJoyd Shaw, and it was as dry 
as tinder 
and 
burned fieicely. 


Timely action, however, resulted 
in saving of the furniture. 


The 
children are 
now being 


cared for in homes m the vicinity 
and because of the excited and 
disturbed conditions, It is impos- 
sible to determine the loss or 
amount of insurance. 


(On Apr. 30. 1912, The Tele- 


graph reported that a new S10,- 
)00 orphanage was being planned 
lor immediate construction.) 


$25,000 FIRE 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 22, 


1912)—Fire of uncertain origin, 
which started in the Lynds print- 
ing office over the City National 
bank about 1:30 o'clock Sunday 
afternoon, caused a loss of over 
$25,000, most of which was caused 
by water. 


Mayor, 1911-14 


WILLIAM B.-BRINTON 


Dixon's first mayor under the 


commission 
form 
of municipal 


government was William B. Brmt- 
on from 1911-14. 


Mr. Bimton was United States 


marshal for the southern Illinois 
district from 1893-96. 


He was a delegate to thiee 


Democratic national 
conventions 


and was treasurer of the Illinois 
state Democratic committee for 16 
years. He was a commissioner to 
:he Omaha Exposition (1898), Pan 
American Exposition ( B u f f a l o , 
1901) and Charleston Exposition 
(1902). 


Born at Greencastle, Ind, in 


1850, he died on Dec. 22, 1937. 


Residents Complain of Fast 
Autos and Clouds of Dust 


(Evening Telegraph, April 25, 


1912)—Numerous complaints con- 
cerning the speed at which auto- 
mobiles tiavel on Peona avenue 
have been heard *ithm the past 
two or three weeks, and it is re- 
ported that some of the residents 
on the street are preparing 
to 


catch the time some of the driv- 
ers consume in making 
certain 


distances and 
then have them 


prosecuted for violation of the 
speed law. 


The objectors point out that the 


automobiles, some of which they 
claim travel on Pcoria avenue at 
a rate of 25 to 40 miles an hour, 
in addition to creating an excep- 
tionally large amount of dust, are 
a constant menace to the hundreds 
of school children, some of them 
very small, who have to cross that 


sticct each day. 


The next day The Tclcgiaph 


printed the rules governing the 
speed that automobiles could be 
driven according to law. "No per- 
son," the report read, "shall drive 
an automobile upon a public high- 
way at greater late of speed than 
is leasonable and proper, having 
regard to the traffic so as to en- 
danger the life or limb, and a 
speed of 10 miles an hour through 
the business portion of the city, 
15 miles thiough the 
residence 


portion, 25 miles in the country 
outside of the city and 6 miles 
aiound corners where the view is 
obstructed, is pnma facie evidence 
that the automobile is being driven 
at greater speed than is reasonable 
Racing upon the highways is pro- 
hibited. 


Campaigning Teddy 
Flatters Mothers 


(Evening Telegraph, April 6, 


1912)—Between 800 and 1,000 peo- 


ple, many of them women, greeted 
Theodore Roosevelt at the south 
side of the -I. C. station at 2:10 
this afternoon and all were dis- \) 
appointed that the distinguished 
candidate for the presidency wa« 
forced to cut his remarks short 
because of hjs delay in leaving 
Fi eepot t. 


As the special train, \\hlch was 


over an hour late, drew into the 
depot, the crowd surged around 
the rear platform where stood 
"Teddy" wreathed m his famous ( ) 
smile. He was mtioduced by Col. 
Dewey, his state campaign man- 
ager, as the "next president of the 
United States," and immediately 
plunged into his remarks. 


Mr. Roosevelt probably did not 


speak over two mmutci. He start- 
ed with his usual compliments to 
mothers and babies and then got 
down to the issues of the cam- 
paign. 


Dixon Honors Word Miller 
When Cubs Play Ball Here 


The Chicago Cubs played a post- 


season game here 
on Oct. 23 


against the Dixon All-Stars and 
defeated the home club, 4 to 0. 


The event, in spite of the local 


team's loss, was an exciting one 
for may Dixomtes who were able 
to see 
Ward 
(Windy) Miller, 


hometown big-leaguer, in action. 
Miller was placing centerfield for 
the Cubs and it was largely be- 
cause Dixon was his hometown 
that the exhibition 
game 
was 


scheduled. 


Throughout the season, Miller 


had chalked up a fine record as 
litter and during: the Chicago city 


scries he had next to the highest 
batting average. 


The Dixon-Cubs game was man- 


aged here by Charles Miller. 


Just as Ward Miller stepped to 


bat for the first time, State's At- 
torney Edwards interrupted the 
game to present the Dixon base- 
ball star with a diamond pin, a 
token of esteem from his fellow 
citizens. 


Schools, business houses, offices 


and practically every institution 
in the city closed for the big event. 
The Telegraph 
staff 
reported 


early on that day in order to 
leave work to see the game. 


Corset Plant Ready 
To Begin Operations 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 20, 


1912)—Manager Clark L. Gill of 
the Gossard plant declared 
this 


morning that the local corset plant 
would begin operations soon. Su- 
perintendent S. S. Gossard will be 
lere Tuesday and will give his 
attention to the work of opening 
up the plant. 
New 
machinery 


and materials are arriving" daily. 


Since 1948 — 


The Finest in 


Meats 


ONLY CHOICE U. S. GOV'T. GRADED 


WELL TRIMMED CUTS 


BEEF - VEAL - LAMB - SMOKED 


MEATS - POULTRY - FISH 


"MonarcA Finer Foods" 
JOE GRYGIEL'S 


QUALITY MEATS 


106 N. Galena Ave. 
Dial 2-0191 


/ 


't 
't 


• 


* 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL BUKNS 
(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 30, 


1912)—St. Mary's 
p a r o c h i a l 


school, corner of Seventh street 
and Peona avenue, was damaged 
to the extent of $8,000 to $9,000 
by fire this morning which result- 
ed from two crossed electric wires 
in the attic of the old part of the 
building. 


Swimming Beach 
Opens at Assembly 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 
8, 


1912)—The swimming beach and 
bath house at the Assembly park 
will be opci to the public from 
Tuesday, July 9th, until after the 
Assembly closes. 


The management will start im- 


mediately to put in two large 
docks, one for men and the other 
for women, for high and low div- 
ing, a new spring-board and, last 
but not least, a "slide for life." 


"CHARLEY'S AUNT" 


The class of 1912 of the North 


Dixon school presented the com- 
edy, "Charley's Aunt." on March 
28, 1912. Those in the cast in- 
cluded Fred Earl!, Dan McKcn- 
ney, 
Paul Mossholder, Charles An- 


derson, Ralph Bates, Cenie Seys- 
tcr, Calla Greig, Pearl Lebowich, 
Catherine Beal, Gladys Hill and 
Emily Williams. 


HOG CHOLERA 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. fl, 


1912)—Hog cholera is raging in 
northern Illinois and many Lee 
county farmers have suffered bad 
losses within the past few weeks 
because of the ravages of the dis- 
ease. 


RIVER HIGHEST IN SI YEARS 


On March 30, 1912, The Tele- 


graph reported that Rock river 
In Dixon had reached a flood stage 
higher than at any time in the past 
31 year*. 


Dixon Selected 
As INU Center 


On May 10, 1912, Dixon was se- 


lected as the location for cential 
office of the Illinois Northei n Util- 
ities company and The Telegraph 
stated that "a new era with won- 
derful possibilities opens for this 
city with the consolidation " 


The work of having Dixon the 


center of a great merger of 30 
plants \vas earned to a successful 
conclusion by the Citizens' associ- 
ation and the word leceived from 
Chicago «m 
a » tclegiam 
from 


Charles A. Munroe caused great 
excitement m the city 


The Telcgi aph reported that the 


merger would mean the employ- 
ment of many bookkeepers, steno- 
graphers, store-keepers, clerks and 
others in the local office. In id- 
dition, it meant an annual expen- 
diture of thousands of dollars in 
salaries to high class clerical la- 
bor—"good citizens " 


The Commonwealth Edison com- 


pany of Chicago was the moving 
foice behind the meiger. "It is." 
The Telegraph said, "as solid as 
Gibraltar." 
Society, 1912 


ENTERTAINED AT DINNER 


(.Inly 1. 1912)—Mrs. Da\id 


Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Warner and family were enter- 
tained at dinner at the 3. Rhode* 
home jchtcrday. 


PICNIC AT ASSEMBLY 
(.Inly 2, 1912)—The 
O.E.8. 


Parlor club and famlllen 
will 


hold a picnic In Assembly park, 
Wednesday, July 10. For fur- 
ther Information, call Mrs. <i 
H. Frlzclle. * • • 


OFF TO EUROPE 


(July 8. 
1912)—Ml w 
Flor- 


ence Rajmond sailed on \\ednen- 
day last from Montreal to spend 
the summer In the British Isles. 
* • * 


PICNIC AT THE PINES 
(July 6, 1912)—Mr. and Mrs. 


Will Bovcy and 
Misses 
Olive 


Nortlirup and Inrz Palmer and 
Dnrranre Thompson and Glenn 
Carnahati enjoyed a picnic at 
the Pines Thursday. 
* 
* * 


TEA PARTV 


(Aug. 2, 
15112)—Mils Mar- 


garet Altman entertained with a 
toa party Wednesday 
exrnlng 


at the Altman cottage on the 
Assembly grounds. In honor of 
Miss Ruth COY of IVorla, «ho 
Is the guest of .Miss Josephine 
Austin. The guests \\cre Miss- 
e,s Kuth O\crstreet, Marguerite 
Caliill, 
Wilhclniina 
Sc>farth, 


Corrinp Eichlor and Josephine 
Austin. 


Dixon Experiences 
First Traffic Jam 


(Evening 
Tclegiaph, 
Aug. 5, 


1912)—There wcic piobably more 
automobiles in Dixon 
yesterday 


than ever bcfoie -in the histoiy 
of the city 
Reports from the 


auto park at the Assembly arc to 
the effect that over 400 machines 
\veie paikcd there at 
one time 


during the day, and the city offi- 
ccis stntc that the sticels weic 
crowded with cats all dining the 
afternoon and evening. 
People 


who drove to neighboring points 
say that countless cars were met 
on every road. 


PENNY ANTICS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 4, 


1912—A 
penny 
gum 
machine 


\vhich hung in front of Stcphan & 
Rossi tor's baiber shop, was laid- 
f d some time last night and about 
75 cents in pennies and 25 sticks 
of gum %vcre stolen. 


GROANS AND GRUNTS 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Dec. 3, 


1912)—The Dixon Athletic associ- 
ation will stage its first wrestling 
match of the season tomorrow 
evening at the opera house, the 
bout to bo botwoen Charlo.s (Kid) 
Cutlor and Paul Martinson (The 
Hindo Killer). 


fl 
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HOWARD LIEBER 
"I'm President of Dixon 


Lincoln-Mercury and I really 
like it. Dixon is a great town 
with swell people." 


ROSE LIEBER 


"I'm 
Vice President !n 


charge of Howard. I like my 
ion, my \future, our Lincoln- 
M e r c u r y 
franchise and 


Dixon." 


We've been in Dixon only two years but 
everyone in town and all around has been just 
swell to us. We like being in business for our- 
selves and hope that on the 200th Anniversary 
of The Dixon Telegraph, Dixon Lincoln-Mercury 
will have grown as the Telegraph and Dixon 
has during their first 100 years. 


1949 


1951 


In the meantime, we want to earn our growth 
and our way. We can do it because we have 
fine products to sell and good service to ren- 
der to all Dixonite car owners. Drive out and 
see us, either to talk about a new Lincoln or 
Mercury, or a good used car, or service, or, 
just to say "Hello". Then, if it's just to say 
"Hello", we will be as happy to see you.. 


THIS IS OUR GANG! 


BUD THOMPSON 


Lubrication & Wash Man 


HOWARD BENSON 


Mechanic 


JIM GENTRY 


Mechanic 


ARLIE EDWARDS 


Parts & Service Manager 


GEORGE KOEBLER 


Salesman 


FLOYD CHAPMAN 


Suleiman 


THESE ARE OUR CARS! 


-ik New flsi MERCURY 


for "the dnVe of your life I 


DIXON LINCOLN-MERCURY CO. 


1400 
PALMYRA AVENUE 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIAL 2-9591 


NEWSPAPER! 
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1913 ..Holiday Spectacle Sets Record 


New Street Lights Moke 
Dixon 'Great White Way' 


(Evening'Telegraph^ Sept. 19, 1913)—Dixon's "Great- 


White Way" was dedicated last evening at ceremonies held 
on the corner of First street and Galena avenue, when Mayor 
W. B. Brinton, after a brief speech, gave the signal and 40 
new flaming arcs, suspended from ornamental poles lining the 
principal'thoroughfares 01 the business section of the city 
responded to the turning of the switch and flooded the streets 
with splendid light. 


Many hundreds of persons were 


present when 0. H. Martin, of the 
special light committee of the Citi- 
zens' association which put over 
the project, stood up and introduc- 
ed Mayor Brinton 


The mayor, for the benefit of the 


45 Sterling and Rock Falls visitors 
present for the ceremonies, stated 
that it was due to the generosity 
of the Dixon merchants that the 
lights had been installed. 
The 


mayor was dramatic and inspiring 
and brought forth enthusiastic 
cheers from hundreds of throats. 


Hat Is Off to Ladies 


Mayor'A. C. Platte of Sterling 


and Mayor A. C. Stanley of Rock 
Falls made talks, Mayor Stanley 
taking off his hat to the Dixon 
ladies and the Dixon lights at the 
same time. 


Dixon's streets arc now undoubt- 


edly the best lighted of any city 
in this part of the state and the 
commonwe'alth does not boast of 
a better lighted city within its 
confines. 


There is not a street corner in 


the city limits that does not have 
a light and the downtown section 
is truly a "Great White Way." 
Dixon is the first city in Illinois 
to install these'lights. They are 
the same lights being used to light 
Pennsylvania avenue, which leads 
up to the White House in the na- 
tional capital.* 
» » 


City and power company offi- 


cials from Chicago and Freeport 
and other cities visited Dixon to 
see the lights and on Sept. 23, 
about 20 auto loads of Geneva citi- 
zens drove to Dixon to view the 
lights. 


CITY CHRISTMAS TREE 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 23, 


1813)—The municipal Christmas 
tree will be lighted for the first 
time this evening. 


Auto Fire Truck 
Arrives in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 30, 


1913)—Dixon's auto 
fire truck, 


which arrived 
Sunday, was un- 


loaded today and given a public 
demonstration. 


The big six-cylmder'White truck 


makes the fire department the 
equal of any city of this size in 
the state and the truck will do 
all that is required of it. 


The car is painted red, with gold 


letters and nickle trimmings, with 
two big chemical tanks, 250 feet 
of chemical hose, ladders, axes, 
lanterns, window openers, scaling 
ladders and everything necessary 
for fighting a fire. It will carry 
about 1800 feet of water hose. 


The engine, equipped with a 


self-starter, is capable of a speed 
of 70 miles an hour and the pub- 
lic officials and newspaper men 
were driven up and down hill to- 
day at 50 miles an hour with the 
engine "taking it easy." The ma- 
chine cost the city $5,000. 


Officer Fails Test 
For Motorcycle Cop 


(Evening Telegraph, June 13, 


1913)—Officer Peter Duffy is stiff 
and sore today as a result of his 
efforts to prepare himself for the 
motorcycle policeman's job. 


Last evening Mr. Duffy mount- 


ed his son's bicyle and put in sev- 
eral minutes of earnest practice in 
the art of managing a wheel, when 
suddenly the machine got away 
from him and earned him directly 
into a tree. 


The wheel and tree escaped in 


jury, but Mr. Duffy tried to rub 
the bark off the tree with his 
shins, and the shins came out sec- 
ond best. 


Our Anniversary, Tool 


ONLY 
YEAR 


May 20,1951 


BEAUTY... 


OUR BACKGROUND 


W« have learned In a short time that success in our 
line depends a great deal in handling established, quality 
lines of paints and wallpaper together with a RIGHT 
PRICE and the best service. In any of these things 
you will find we are short only in '"'Years in Dixon." 
We hope time will correct this. 


WON, 
ILLINOIS. 


First Auto Fire Truck Costs $5,000 


Dixon fire department received its new White fire Jruck on Dec. 28, 1913, at a 


cost of $5,000. The six-cylinder machine was red, with gold letters and nickle trim- 
mings, was equipped with two chemical tanks, chemical hose, ladders, axes, lanterns, 
window openers and scaling ladders, and carried 1800 feet of hose. It was equipped 
with a "self-starter" and had a speed of 70 miles an hour. Firemen above are (left to 
right): Art Penny, Chief Tom Coffey, Billy Mitchell, John Keyser and Pete Duffy. 


103 Ladies Vote 
In 1913 Election 


In an election July 29, 1913, at 


which a new franchise was granted 
:he Dixon Water company, 103 
Dixon women took advantage of 
;he right to vote at certain elec- 
tions given them at the 1913 ses- 
sion of the Illinois general assem- 
bly. 


Said The Telegraph: 
"The honor of casting the big- 


gest vote of the day falls to the 
ladies of the first precinct, where 
25 of the fair sex marked their 
ballots. 


They were: Nellie L. Johnson, 


Jennie L. McAlpine, Grace Craw- 
ford, Melinda Swan, Emma Ack- 
land, Elizabeth Brencisa, Jennie 
McVey, Georgia Fuller, Elizabeth 
Underwood, Mabel S. Shaw, Mrs. 
H. A. Watson, Maude Selby, Anna 
L. Gcisenheimer, Mary McTague, 
Rena 
Onncn, 
Gene 
Hitchcock 


Katherine Ballou, M a r y 
Ella 


Brown, B l a n c h e Wmcbrcnncr 
Alice Johnson, Clara Goodrich 
Gwendohn S. Bardwell, Catherine 
Gaffncy, Rebecca Fish and Lucy 
Franklin. 


Whitebread's Homer 
Almost Causes Riot 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 4, 


1913)—A home run into the river 
by Ned Whitcbrcad in yesterday's 
jame between the Dixon Stars and 
.he Sterling1 Indians precipitated 


near riot, for the fans flocked 


onto the field in a body threatcn- 
ng Umpire Hogan for 
calling 


kVhitebrcad out after he had cir- 
:lcd the bases twice.' 


According to statements of the 


jmpire, Whitebrcad failed to touch 
ill of the backs on cither of his 
rips around the circuit and ac- 
:ordjngly after the umpire had put 
another ball into play he called 
.he runner out. 


LATEST HAT STYLES 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 26, 


1913)—All the latest showings in 
lien's hats in the Chicago win- 
dows, including the old conserva- 
tive derby, are adorned with a 
small red, green or blue feather 
stuck into the ribbon. 


Lovelond School North Dixon 


Loveland school in North Dixon was made possible 
largely through the efforts of George C. Loveland, who 
offered to give a $1,500 site and furnish $6,000 cash for 
construction of the building, taking bonds for the 
amount at interest, the bonds to revert to the school 
district at his death. Voters of North Dixon approved 
the school in Loveland addition, 174 to 3, on June 23, 


1913. 


'Geese' Turn Out 
To Be Pelicans 


(Evening 


1913)—The 


Telegraph, June 
flock 
of 
about 


18, 
20 


"geese" which employes of the 
Utilities company thought 
they 


saw the other evening turned out 
to be not geese, but pelicans. 


The "Snowy White Pelicans," as 


they arc called, arc of a large spe- 
cies, being as large or larger than 
a goose. They roosted on the 
island and in the morning the en- 
tire flock started on their journey, 
naking quite a sight for Illinois- 
ans. 


FACTORY CHANGES OWNERS 


The Telegraph announced on 


Dec. 9, 1913, that the Red School 
House shoe company factory in 
Dixon, formerly known as the 
Watson-Plummer Shoe company, 
tiad been purchased by the Brown 
Shoe company of St. Louis. 


Dixon Boy Plans 
To Circle Globe 


The Telegraph of Nov. 19, 1913, 


reported that George Trisscl, a 
former Dixon boy, was building a 
62 foot boat 40 miles from the 
California scacoast, 
and would 


move it' to the coast and launch 
it with six companions, for a trip 
around the world. 


The craft was to be launched m 


1915 and the party was to write 
a series of feature articles for a 
magazine and take photographs 
for a motion picture concern, for 
which 
members 
would receive 


$100,900. 


The party planned the boat with 


a small garden to 
tables at sea and 
scurvy" that 
Jack London 
eight years ago." 


"raise 
prevent 
the 


overwhelmed 
the 


expedition 
.about 


YOU ARE RIGHT! 


DAVE BOYER, SKELGAS SERVICE MAN, IS LOADING ONE OF 


- 
OUR TRUCKS TO DELIVER SKELGAS TO MANY OF 


OUR CUSTOMERS! 


Oldest and Largest Bottle Gas Distributors in Lee County 
BARRIAGE APPLIANCE STORE 


109 E. FIRST STREET 
DIAL 2-8711 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Young Men Form 
Boosting Group 


(Evening Telegraph, May 31 


1913)—That Dixon is ripe fo: 
boosting was proven on Thursday 
evening by a mass meeting to form 
a boosters' organization of young 
men and amalgamate it with the 
Citizens' Association. 


The organization was named the 


Young Men's Association and a 
present there is a membership of 
150. 
. Officers elected were: President 
George E. Boynton; vice president 
Oliver M. Rogers; recording secre 
tary, George B. Shaw; treasurer 
J. Barre Lennon; and advisory 
board, J. B. Crabtree, O. H. Mar- 
tin, Z, W. Moss, B. F. Downing 
Robert Sterling, H. W. Harms 
William S. Block, H. L. Fordham, 
Ed Vaile and H. H. Hemzc. 


Local Author Pens 
Story for Screen 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 31, 


19i 'n —It is announced that John 
Burndge, 
the 
competent 
and 


obliging usher at 
the 
Princess 


theater, has completed a motion 
picture story e n t i t l e d "The 
Lieutenant's Reward," a-military 
two-reel drama dealing with the 
Sioux 
Indians 
and 
the 
com' 


mandant at Fort Henry, in the 
far west. 


The story has been sent to the 


Broncho Motion Picture Co. of 
Los Angeles and it is expected to 
and. 


Trimmers Prepare 
Hats for 'My Lady 


(Evening Telegraph, March 5, 


1913)—The trimmers have been 
employed at all the local millinery 
stores for the coming season and 
all are busy with their many as- 
sistants, making creations which 
are dreams of the millinery art, 
to coax the shekels from my lady's 
purse and to adorn many a pretty 
lead. 


The hats this season are espe- 


cially beautiful, and much bright 
coloring is good. Some of it, such 
as the Bulgarian colors, strikes a 
conservative taste as a trifle ex- 
treme, but as a whole culminates 
in many charming 
headgear. 


creations in 


City Officials Test 
'Boulevard Lights' 


(Evening Telegraph, April 4, 


1913)—The boulevard lights which 
have been placed on the trolley 
poles on First street between Ga- 
lena and Hcnnepin avenues, will 
be lighted for the first time Sat- 
urday night. 


The lights, which are the latest 


mproved pattern of the luminous 
arcs, have been placed to show the 
)eople of Dixon the most up to 
date system of ornamental light- 
ng. 


Company G Wins 
Sharpshooting Cup 


(Evening 


1913)—The 


Telegraph, June 16, 
sharpshooting team 


from Company G, Dixon, crowned 
themselves with glory at the regi- 
mental shoot at Camp Pope, Rock 
Island, and brought home the 
coveted marksmen's cup, wresting 
t from ten other teams, with a 
score of 590 out of a possible 750 
Minis. 
Woman in White' 
Found to Be Man 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 11, 


1913)—The "woman in white" who 
for the 
past 
week 
has been 


frightening women and children 
n the south part of the city, has 
aeen apprehended, and as was ex- 
pected, was a man dressed in a 
long white coat. 


He 
was 
captured 
Saturday 


night, but inasmuch as he recently 
iold out his interests here and 
intended leaving the city, he was 
not prosecuted. 


Editor Warns City 
Of Mumps Invasion 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 20, 


1913)—Did you ever 
have 
the 


mumps t 


If not, prepare to have them 


now. They are here in large quan- 
tities, seemingly springing from 
nowhere in particular and not in 
a severe form, although there are 
one or two cases that are reported 
somewhat serious. 


BUYS COLLEGE DORMITORY 


(Evening Telegraph, July 19, 


1913)—The boys' dormitory, the 
north building of the Dixon college, 
was purchased this afternoon from 


F. Edwrads by Henry Leydig, 


M. W, Missman and J. M. Swan, 
all Dixon men, to use the big three 
itory building to 
manufacture 


burned wood art work. 


STREETS GET OILING 


• (Evening Telegraph, May 22, 
1913)—Street oiling has .been car- 
ried on to a much greater extent 
this spring than it was last year. 


WILSON INAUGURATED 


The Telegraph 
reported 
the 


nauguration of Woodrow Wilson 
&• President on Mar. 4,1013. 


10,000 Watch Aerial Flight * 
In 4th of July Celebration 


Dixon and her citizens'went all out for the glorious 


Fourth of July in 1913 in a full day of celebrations at which 
10,000 persons witnessed their first "aeroplane" flight, a mo- 
torcycle race, an automobile parade, various other races and 
contests, including a doubleheader baseball game, band per- 
•Px%«tw«n vttftAe* n*t«4 £IIPA "*vts\nc?t A**'* An **SISM?* 
formances and two 


City Gets Boost 
From Young, Old 


(Evening Telegraph, 
June 


1913)—"Boosting" is the motto 
adopted 
by the 
citizens, both 


young and old, of the city of Dix- 
on. 


The very air is saturated with 


the boosting spirit. 


All good propositions are being 


boosted with a vim. There is a 
united effort being made to do the 
very best by Dixon and place the 
name of the city on the map, 
spelled with the headline type. 


The opportune time to get be- 


hind and boost for the Rock Rivei 
Assembly is now. Do not delay a 
moment. The Assembly has done 
as much to place Dixon on the map 
as anything in the history of the 
city. On account of the- Assembly, 
Dixon is known from coast to 
coast. 


Now is the time for all boosting 


organizations to get down to work 
and do all they can to make the 
Assembly this year the banner 
session. Let an effort be made to 
bring 3,000 more people here than 
last year. When boosting for Dixon 
don't lose sight of the Rock River 
Assembly. 


Popper Described 
As 'Almost Human' 


(Evening Telegraph, March 1, 


1913)—One of the mechanical mar- 
vels of late years will be on exhi- 
bition here beginning Monday. This 
machine is a device for the auto- 
matic popping Of corn, and is al- 
most human in operative perfec- 
tion. 


It works in strictest harmony 


with our extreme views on sani- 
tation and pure foods for the pop- 
ped corn is never touched by hu- 
man hands before it is delivered 
to the buyer. 


The customer drops a nickel in- 


to the slot and a gas fire thor- 
oughly pops the corn in full view 
of the customer, butters and salts 
it to his taste and rolls it into a 
paper bag and hands it to him. 


$400,000 Spent 
tn City Building 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 31, 


1913)—Nearly 5400,000 was spent 
in public and private improve- 
ments in Dixon during the year 
1913, making it stand out as a rec- 
ord year of progress for the com- 
munity. The city council set the 
lace by making more public im- 
provements than has ever before 
>een made in the city's municipal 
history. 


On Jan. 1 last there were just 17 


blocks of brick pavement in the 
city. Today there are over three 
miles of modern streets, besides a 
nile of macadam and many blocks 
of sewer. The cost of public im- 
provements during the year has 
jeen $108,062, while private im- 
provements have cost $249,450. 


Dixonites Treated 
To Talking' Movies 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 16, 


1913)—At the Opera House for 
three days, commencing Monday, 
with matinee daily, there will be 
displayed Edison's latest and what 
s hailed as his greatest effort, the 
talking motion pictures. 


These pictures arc given a touch 


of realism by the Edison process 
of synchronism to make the spec- 
:ator feel that he is witnessing a 
number of plays given by Simon 
pure actors in the flesh and blood. 


Not a few persons who attend 


are amateur photographers, eager 
to see what is probably the great- 
est advance of their science, the 
reproduction of motion and talking 
by the same machine. 


HIGH COST OF LIVING 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct.' 2, 


1913)—A meeting of the proprie- 
tors of the restaurants of the city 
was held last evening where it was 
agreed that the cost of regular 
meals would be advanced from 25 
cents to 35 cents. 


LADIES SEE "LIVE" MODELS 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 5, 


1913)—The- ladies of Dixon were 
rcated to an innovation this after- 
noon in the first annual style show 
at the A. L. Gciscnhcimcr & Co. 
store. This is the first style show 
n Dixon in which the beautiful 
coats, suits and dresses were dis- 
>Iayed on living models. 


"VIRGINIAN" SHOWS HERE 
On May 12, 1913, a stage pro- 


duction of "The Virginian," Owen 
Wister's famous novel, was pcr- 
'ormed at the Dixon Opera House. 


"LAVENDER,' OLD LACE" 
A production of "Lavender and 


Did Lace" was performed at the 
Dixon Opera House on Nov. 6, 
1913. 


dances. 
_ 


The great Independence Day*1 


celebration, at' which The Tele- 
graph told readers that "Dixon 
demonstrated that she is the live- 
liest city in Northern Illinois." was 
largely a result of the efforts of 
the Dixon Young Men's Associa- 
tion, a division of the Citizens' 
Association. 


Planned Several Weeks 


The mammoth schedule, which 


also featured vaudeville acts, hacJj. 
been planned for several weks, be- 
ginning shortly after the organiza- 
tion of the Young- Men's Associa- 
tion. The growing new organiza- 
tion made it a primary objective 
to "boost" their city. 


In contrast to the "flop" of an 


aviation attempt in August, 1911, 
when an expectant crowd had 
watched one pioneer aviator crash 
into a tree in each of two efforts 
to get Ins machine off the ground y 
the throng in 1913 thrilled to two ' 
"daring" 
and 
"beautiful"—and 


successful—flights by Eugene Go- 
det, a French flyer. 


"Finest Ever Given" 


At the end of the 1913,all-day 


celebration of the Fourth, every 
resident m the area went home 
with the satisfaction of having at- 
tended the most successful Inde- 
pendence Day pageant in Dixon's 
history, and according to The Tele-j\ 
graph, "the finest ever given in ' - 
Northern Illinois." 


Announced the jubilant Evening 


Telegraph: 


"Fully 10,000 visitors were in 


Dixon yesterday, and the crowds 
which thronged the streets from 
10 a.m. until late at night were 
the largest that have ever prome- 
naded and enjoyed themselves in 
this city before. 


"Never a Dull Moment" 
J, 


"There was not a dull moment 


at any time. The Morrison, West 
Brooklyn and Dixon Marine bands 
played steadily all day long and 
late into the evening and the free 
vaudeville acts by the Alvo Troupe 
j 


and Schundler Brothers and the 
j 


great and only Eugene Godet's 
< 


flights were up to the highest 
( 


standard. 
J 


"The icaturcs of the day were 
j-' 


the two perfect flights given by|i j! 
Eugene Godct in his Curtis bi- 
{• 


plane. Promptly at 12:15 and 5:15, 
the advertised time, this young man 
circled his big machine over the 
city, and he was especially graci- 
' 


ous in the afternoon flight, when 
? 


he made a turn and volplaned | 
right over the heart of the busi- 
j 


ness section. He handled his ma- 
i 


chine perfectly and demonstrated 
his right to the many honors he 
has received. 
^ 


Motorcycle Race 
^' 


"The motorcycle race was a suc- 


cess, which covered eight miles on 
the Franklin Grove road, starting 
and finishing on Galena avenue. 
Walter Cromwell was the winner, 
coming in a minute ahead of Ned 
Tibbcts, in HJ 
/8 minutes. Dwight 


Rolph had a tumble, but was un- 
injured. All rode twin Indians. 
Judges were Tim Sullivan, H. H. 
Hemzc and Barre Lcnnon. 
* 


"In the foot races on Second* 


street in front of the city hall, Will 
Toppcrt won lirst money, with 
George Lightner, second. In the 
50 yard dash for boys, Eugene 
Heick was first and Harry Black- 
burn second in a field of 20. In the 
girls' race of 50 yards, Goldie Gi- 


ous was first and Alfa Wads- 


worth was second. 


Fat .Alan's Kate 


"George McGlaughlin of Ohio«| 


won over Carl Tippett of Dixon' 


the fat man's race, and in the 


tug o' war, Messrs. Kopp, Dcmp- 
sey, Ulnck and Lightner won two 
of three pulls with Topper, Hol- 
inan, Williams and Chris Ritter. 


"The athletic committee was 


forced to scratch the pic eating 
contest, because of lack of entries. 
AH the kids had finished dinner 
and no one was hungry. 


"At 7:30 the automobile parade A 


was pulled off and it was a bcauti- ™ 
ful sight, the prettily 
decorated 


cars and flood of colored lights 
making it especially fascinating. 
First prize was awarded Webster 


oole, while M. L. Dysart drew 


second money. 


Throe "Locked Up" 


"Hundreds of autos were run- 


ning through the streets all day 
and evening and the active men on 
he police force, aided by deputies, ^ 
worked hard keeping the streets ™ 
clear for traffic. Three men who 
were locked up for drunkenness 
.verc turned loose after the effects 
of their celebrations had worn off. 


"The 
clever little 
southpaw, 


Carp Huber, won the morning and 
ost the afternoon game for tha 
Dixon Stars in the games with 
Sterling." 


BROWNS REORGANIZE 
A 


(Evening Telegraph, July 28, ^ 


:913)—Tho 
Dixon 
Browns arc 


being reorganized and the players 
expect to make their first appear- 
ance next Sunday. 


LINCOLN HIGHWAY 


"ASSURED" 


The Telegraph, on Nov. 20,1913, 


announced that the transcontinen- 
nl Lincoln highway WM assured 
through Dixon, 
*. 
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THE FORD MOTOR CO. 


This years marks the 48th anniversary 
of the Ford Motor Company. On June 
16,1903, the Ford Motor Company was 
born . . . giving expression to an idea 
that played a tremendous part in put- 
ting America on wheels ... an idea 
that for the first time used mass pro- 
duction to bring the cost of automotive 
products within reach of millions. The 
founding of the Ford Motor Company 
was more than the organization of an 
industrial enterprise. It was the con- 
crete expression of one man's interest 
in men and machines ... an interest 
that sprang from his first view of a 
threshing machine along a country 
road. In a day when the horse was 
still the prime mode of transportation 
and the gasoline "buggy" was still 
considered the toy of rich young 
blades,, the newly formed Ford Motor 
Company rented a small building in f 
Detroit, Michigan. Here, with limited 
capital and equipment, was built the 
initial Ford car to be sold. From this 
humble start grew the greatest auto- 
mobile enterprise in the world. From 
the first runabout models, with "lamps, 
horn and windshield extra" in 1903. to 
the newest, fully equipped model of 
1951, The Victoria Convertible, com- 
bines all the painstaking efforts of the 
Ford Motor Company. 


1903 
1903 


THE FIRST FORD EVER MADE 


The above photograph shows the late Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ford seated in one of 
the early model Ford runabouts. Henry Ford H standing by Mrs. Ford. The photo 
was taken in 1943 at Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Michigan. 


1st V-8 


1932 


EVAR SWANSON CO. 


297 YEARS OF EXPERENCEI Nearly 
three times as old as the Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph! This represents the 
combined number of years our entire 
staff have been servicing Ford auto- 
mobiles. Back in 1905, George Nettz 
bought and sold his first Ford car and 
for 43 years served Dixon.and the com- 
munity as a Ford Dealer. In 1948, the 
Evar Swanson Company was formed, 
bringing to Dixon more than 27 years 
of sound and practical experience with 
the Ford Motor Company in Chicago 
and later as a dealer. 


In keeping with the traditions of the 
Ford Motor Company, it is our desire 
to keep constantly abreast of the ever 
increasing demand for the best in 
automobile service and to keep your 
car in safe, smooth running condition. 
We are grateful for the confidence you 
have expressed in the Evar Swanson 
Company and to all our friends and 
patrons we offer our sincere thanks. 


1951 


THE 1951 VICTORIA .... The Newest FORD Automobile 


1948 
EVAR SWANSON CO. 
1951 


Page 6—Sec. I 
fr" 
&" 
1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH— 1951 
# 
&' 
fo' 
&' 
'# 
&' 
Centennial Edition 


• 
. .1914... 'Skyscraper Elevates Civic Pride 


Lincoln Highway Called 
Boon to Transportation 


The year 1914 saw the practical 


completion of the great transcon- 
tinental Lincoln Highway, which 
included Dixon as one 'of the hun- 
dreds of points along the route 
from New York on the east coast 
to San Francisco on the west 
coast 


The opening of this^ first great 


artery of automobile traffic in the 
United States was hailed as a new 
era in transportation and commu- 
nication, and happy was the day 
that Dixon citizens learned that 
their city would lie along the Lin- 
coln Highway. 


Official Speaks 


On Feb. 13, 1914, A. R.' Pardmg- 


ton, vice president of the Lincoln 
Highway association, spoke in 
Dixon on the Lincoln Highway. He 
said that the highway would be 
marked with a red. white and blue 
"L," that local roads and streets 
traversed in Lee county should be 
renamed Lincoln Way when pos- 
sible, and that Dixon and ' Lee 
county should donate their share 
of the 10 million dollar fund to be, 
raised for the 3,389-mile highway. 


The T e l e g r a p h immediately 


urged citizens and the city and 
county governments to begin cam- 
paigns for hard surfacing the 
highway 
through Lee county. 


Since the highway was to go 
through Dixon 'on Galena avenue, 
the newspaper suggested that the 
name of the thoroughfare be 
changed to Lincoln Way. 


Recommends Paving 


Merchants were told that an im- 


proved highway would result in 
more local and tourist trade in 
Dixon. The Telegraph recommend- 
ed a few days later that $45,000 be 
spent on a concrete highway 
through Dixon township for the 
four and a half mijes necessary, to 
begin by voting a $35,000 bond 
issue. 


On April 4, The Telegraph pub- 


lished a map of the highway from 
coast-to coast, and proclaimed: 


"That wide-awake body of local 


citizens known as the Dixon Citi- 
zens Association has caused to be 
erected at the east and west en- 
trances of the Lincoln highway 
into our beautiful city two large 
signs. These signs are painted red, 
white and blue and are worded as 
follows: 'This is Dixon, Illinois, on 
the Beautiful Rock River, Popula- 
tion 10,000. Cedar Rapids, 113 
miles; Chicago, 104 miles; San 
Francisco, 2.355 miles; New York, 
1,033 miles.'" 


Governor Tulkn 


On April 10, Consul A. B. Whit- 


combe of the Lincoln Highway 
Association announced that mark- 
ing of the highway through Dixon 
had been completed, and on April 
15, Governor Edward F. Dunne, 
proclaimed "Good Roads Day," 
and made speeches at 21 points 
along the route in Illinois, includ- 
ing Dixon. 


By 1916 Dixon had begun the 


laying of brick pavement along 
the Lincoln Highway through the 
ity. 
Machines Hum 
At Shoe Plant 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 14, 


1914)—"All busy." In these two 
words F. K. Tribou, manager of 
the Brown Shoe company's Dixon 
factory, told the story of the insti- 
tution, when asked by a Telegraph 
representative last evening for 
something to give the public con- 
cerning the big factory in the west 
end. 


And Mr. Tnbou's statement was 


borne out by the hum of the 
wheels and machinery throughout 
the entire building, echoes of the 
busy racket penetrating to the 
office room, and 
the piles of 


papers on the desks in the office 
also gave evidence that there is 
"something doing" at the plant 
which was recently reopened. 


The new factory is employing- 


250 hands and the average daily 
output is close to 1,000 pairs of 
shoes. 
Telegraph Spreads 
foy With 'Boycycle' 


During a circulation campaign 


beginning Feb. 4, 1914, The Tele- 
graph awarded several hundred 
"Boycycles" 
(scooters) 
to boys 


and girls who sold subscriptions 
to the newspaper. 


The Boycycles became so popu- 


lar that The Telegraph's supply of 
the popular toys could not keep up 
with the demand, and each ship- 
ment of the scooters from the 
factory 
found 
an 
even larger 


number of young winners waiting 
for them. 


17. S. MARINE BAND 


The United States Marine Band 


performed in a concert at Assem- 
bly Park on Oct. 5, 1914, and 8,- 
000 persons turned out for the 
occasion. 


FARMERS! 


I I I NT 


BORROW 
MONEY 


UNLESS A LOAN WILL 
HELP YOU INCREASE 


YOUR PROFITS 


> 
* 


BUT 


IF A LOAN 
WILL HELP 


4 


COME IN AND LEARN 


, 
.". OF OUR PLAN 


Funds for Every Farm Purpose 


ROCK RIVER PRODUCTION 


CREDIT ASSOCIATION 


223 FIRST STREET 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Class Publishes 
1914 Year Book 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 13, 


1914)—The senior class members, 
of the Dixon high school have de- 
cided to make their class one to be 
remembered, and have introduced 
several new features into the ordi- 
nary run of school events. The 
best of these and most worthy of 
comment i» the annual, or year 
book, which is being published by 
them. 


the annual is entitled "The 


Dixonian," and is edited by the 
members of the class and all mate- 
rial therein is furnished by them- 
selves. 


Departments of school life to 


which chapters are devoted are 
athletics, societies, music, faculty, 
various classes, wit and humor and 
theatricals. The publication will 
contain many cartoons drawn by 
Miss Irene Hanrahan, the school 
artist, and cuts of the classes, the 
faculty, casts of the junior and 
senior plays, photographs of each 
member of the senior class and the 
aasketball, football and baseball 
team. 


Mark Herbst is editor; Anna Al- 


.enderfer, literary editress; Lucile 
Jones, calendar editress; Roy FiLz- 
simmons, business manager; Har- 
ry Derr, assistant manager; and 
Dement Schuler, editor of "Cut 
and "Dried" (humorous). 
Ceremonies Dedicate * 
New Baseball Park 


The dedication of Lincoln Park, 


at Sixth street and Lincoln ave- 
lue, on June 18, 1914, was feat- 
ured by two baseball games and a 
speech by Mayor W. B. Brinton at 
the new athletic grounds. 


The Telegraph estimated that 


1,200 people attended the dedica- 
tion exercises, which began down- 
town with a parade led by the 
Dixon Marine Band. 


Mayor Brinton threw the ball 


out for the first game between the 
INU team and the Brunswicks, a 
team recruited from the regular 
high school team. After the Utility 
team defeated the Brunswicks 8-0, 
the Dixon Stars beat the Buster 
Browns 9-7. 
Briggs Mokes Good 
As News Cartoonist 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 13 


1914)—Mrs. Ella Briggs, formerly 
of Dixon, writes local friends of 
the excellent advance made by her 
son, Clare, whose cartoons for the 
Chicago Tribune have been a de 
cidcd feature of that paper. 


Mr. Briggs has signed a two 


years' 
contract with 
the New 


York Tribune at a salary of $15,- 
000 a year. 


Milkmen Receive 
$40,000 Payday 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 14, 


1914)—Today was payday at the 
milk factory and approximately 
S4 0,000 was paid to local dairymen 
for milk delivered during January, 


The fair weather, good roads 


and payday combined to make the 
number of visitors much larger 
than usual and business houses en- 
joyed good patronage. 


Dixon National Bank 


Shed a Tear, Gentle Audience! 


PRINCESS THEATRE 


MARY 
PICKFORD 
IN 


"HEARTS ADRIFT" 


IN FOUR REELS 


S E E 


Little Mary Pickford, the most pop- 
ular and highest salaried motion 
picture star in the world 
TONIGHT 


Take a Tip 
"COME" 


OPEN 6:00 P. M. 
ADMISSION We and 5c 


XACHUSA REMODELED 


The Telegraph announced on 


June 13, 1914, that the Nachusa 
House had been completely re- 
modeled and that a wing being 
completed would add SO more 
room* to the hostelry. The name 
of the hotel was changed to the 
Nachusa Tavern' by M. E. Rice, 
owner. 


We 


Don't Sell 


These! 


FOR OVER 
LONG YEARS 


... we hov« tried our beat to relieve the 
fine people of this community from the 
burdens incurred in the use of a heating 
unit like the one pictured above. 
By giving expert service and handling 
nothing but the finest in equipment we 
hope to establish a record and reputa- 
tion equal to that of the Telegraph. 


Congratulations 


Dixon Evening Telegrapi 


on a Fine Record 
Riopelle Bros. 


816 W. FIRST ST. 
PHONE 3-9711 


HEATING CONTRACTORS 


Women's Voting 
Heavy ior 1914 


Dixon 
remained "wet" 
by a 


large majority in the election of 
April 7, 1914. when more than 2,- 
000 women in the township exer- 
cised the right to vote given them 
by the state general assembly of 
1913. 


The women voted 1,184 to 872 


against liquor sales, with a male 
vote of 1,404 to 755 in favor of 
remaining "wet." 


Although the 
election showed 


heavy vote returns, the campaign 
was marked for its absence of 
"name calling," featured in past 
campaigns. 


The Brown Shoe company fac- 


tory announced before the vote 
count that it would herald the 
results on the factory whistle by 
a scries of short blasts if the 
township remained "wet," and a 
long, continuous blast if the vote 
was for the "drys." 


Two ladies, of Alto and Sublette 


townships, were successful in their 
candidacies for tax collectorships. 
A 96-year-old Dixon man took his 
first auto ride in a trip to the 
polls. 
Automobile Ignores 
Command of tWhoa!' 


A Dixon garage employe, whose 


acquaintance with autos had been 
restricted to. washing them, came 
to grief when he attempted to re- 
park a customer's car. 


He was able to start the car, but 


did not know the method of stop- 
ping it. His ride ended with the 
car overturning on hint. He was 
unhurt. 
Dixon Site Assured 
For State Hospital 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 
2, 


1914) —Springfield—The 
state 


board of administration In meeting 
here this afternoon decided to lo- 
cate the new state epileptic colo- 
ny at Dixon, HI., provided the 
citizens of Dixon will bind them- 
selves 5n 
x writing to furnish the 


colony with artesian well water, 
street railway facilities, switch 
tracks and electric power. 


MARX BROTHERS PLAT 


On Sept, 3-6. 1914, the four 


Marx brothers appeared at the 
Family theater, Dixon, in a mu- 
sical comedy. 


Foimlulkatfe 


UnJ»r the Management of 


THE PLEINS 


TONIGHT 


The Perils 


of Pauline 


PART 6-IN 2 REELS 


Ground Floor Theatre 


MATINEE SATURDAY AT 2:30 


« ADMISSIOH 
We 


RESULTS AT LAST! 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 
17, 


1914} — After many months of per- 
sistent effort The Telegraph has 
accomplished for the citizens of 
Dixon at least a recognition of 
their desires for a city managed 
system of garbage removal, with 
the resolution passed by the city 
council last night calling for an 
incinerator and a garbage disposal 
system. 


Five-Story Structure Adds 
Metropolitan Touch to City 


Dixon's magnificent new "sky- 


scraper" was completed in March, 
1914. 


The structure of five stories at 


Galena avenue and First street, 
erected by,- and present home of 
the Dixon National Bank, was 
welcomed, by The Telegraph upon 
its completion March 12, 1914, and 
the newspaper 
announced that 


"when this city reaches the 20,000 
mark, which it will ere long, the 
Dixon National Bank will be the 
greatest show place we have." 


Said The Telegraph on March 


12: 


"On Saturday evening the new 


$100,000 building erected for the 
home of the Dixon National bank 
will be open for the inspection of 
the public and the people of Dixon 
and vicinity will be privileged to 
view as splendid a bank building 
and banking roms as are to be 
found in this state, outside of Chi- 
cago. 


Moves Quarters 


"The bank will move from its 


old quarters in the Schuler build- 
Ing this week and will open for 
business in the new building on the 
site formerly occupied by the 
Crabtree (Brown) block at First 
street and Galena avenue, on Mon- 
day. 


"The splendor of marble, ma- 


hogany and bronze in the banking 
rooms and throughout the build- 
ing is unsurpassed. The bank is 
surely a great credit to this city 
and sets a high standard for fast 
growing Dixon. 


"In design and construction the 


building is one of ^the finest bank 
buildings in this territory, 
em- 


bracing every modern and safe- 
guarding contrivance adapted to a 
structure of the kind. The bank 
proper occupies the entire first 
floor, sufficient space to provide 
every convenience for clients and 
the transaction of its affairs. 


Special Ladies Room 


"A room has been furnished for 


the exclusive use of women; for 
use as a writing, retiring and rest 
room. It is equipped with every 


Woolworth Store 
Opened Here in 1914 


The story of the F. W. Wool- 


worth company in Dixon is best 
recorded by the store's expansion 
of building space through the 
years since 191-1. 


On November 28 of that year, 


the company moved into a-bulld- 
ing 22x101 feet. Fourteen years 
later the company expanded and 
moved into a space 52x125 feet 
and later into the present area of 
the store at 116 First street, which 
is 70x125 feet. 


The company suffered a disas- 


trous'fire on January 12,1943, but 
reopened In an improved store on 
August 26th of the same year. 


The store in Dixon is one of a 


large chain of retail variety stores 
all over the nation. The company 
was first established-in 1912, and 
two years later had a store oper- 
ating in Dixon. 


RESTRICTS "U-TUKNS" 


On June 22, 19M, the city coun- 


cil passed an ordinance prohibit- 
ing the parking of automobiles on 
First street. The ordinance pro- 
vided that "U-turns" be made 
only at intersections. 


convenience and the bank officials 
extend a cordial welcome to all 
women, both customers and other- 
wise, to make unlimited use of the 
accessories. 


"The room for exclusive use of 


clients and safety box lessees is 
equipped with telephone service. 
Two closed booths, in which con- 
tents of safety boxes may be ex- 
amined in private, form part of 
this room. 


"The vault equipment is the 


finest that money, mechanical 
engineering and inventive genius 
can produce." 


The building had five stories and 


a basement, with the bank occupy- 
ing the first floor and the base- 
ment and upper floors rented for 
office space. Elevator service was 
installed to make the upper floors 
easily accessible. 


Structure Fire Proof 


The structure was fireproof and 


modern, with the first story con- 
structed of stone and the remain- 
ing four stories of vitrified brick, 
trimmed with terra cotta. Two big 
pillars were erected one story 
high. 


Construction began in the spring 


of 1912 and the bank's completion 
required two years. The outside 
measurements 
of the 
building 


were 50 by 70 feet. 


The new structure cost $70,000. 


and was built on a lot purchased 
for $30,000. to bring the value of 
the property to $100,000. It was 
built on reinforced steel and con- 
crete foundations. 


Contractor for construction of 


the building was W. J. McAlpine 
of Dixon. Its architect was N. Max 
Dunning of Chicago. 
Telegraph Joins 
Associated Press 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Jan. 31, 


1914—The Telegraph is privileged 
to announce to its readers what It 
considers the most important an- 
nouncement in many years—that 
it has been elected a member of 
the Associated 
Press and will, 


commencing Monday, be served by 
that famous organization with a 
dally telegraphic news report of 
the news events of importance that 
occur any place on the globe. 


It costs our readers no more, 


though it costs us something, and 
no other branch of our service 
will be impaired or sacrificed. It 
is simply an increase in service, 
and it is the most valuable in- 
crease in service to the commun- 
ity since the Telegraph's change 
from a weekly to a daily 31 years 
ago. 


War Crisis Alerts 
Dixon Company G 


On April 22, 1914. The Tele- 


graph announced that American 
Marines and Sailors had captured 
Vera Cruz\after trouble with Mex- 
ico. 


The newspaper reported that 


Company G of Dixon was prepared 
to "entrain within six hours after 
orders are received" in any emer- 
gency. The Brown shoe factory, it 
announced, would blow four long1, 
consecutive toots on the factory 
whistle if the company was called 
to mobilize. 


Tossing of the Old Mill' 


Ol|> MILL 


AT HOG! 


Fitting epitath for the Rockyford mill on Green river near Amboy appeared under 


above title in The Telegraph of Feb. 21,1914, by Herbert Conner, Amboy artist, who 
also made the lovely sketch above. Situated in a pastoral setting of wood and 
stream, the stone structure had been erected in 1842 as a sawmill and was made into 
a distillery by Frederick Dutcher, Lee couny pioneer, in 1848. In its last days the 
mill was used as a storehouse, barn and residence. Razing of the stone structure began 
New York's Day, 1914, and 700 loads of stone were taken from the old building to 
build a stone road in May township. Waggish citizens called the old mill "the Amboy 
public library." 


CORSET FACTORY MOVES 
(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 9, 


1914)—The Gossard corset plant 
in this city will be closed this 
week and the machinery moved to 
Chicago. 


INSTALLS MACHINERY 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 29, 


1914)—The Dixon Cereal company 
has resumed operations after a va- 
cation necessitated by installing 
about $8,000 worth of machinery. 


LEASES SPACE 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 10^ 


1914)—The Gossard Corset com- 
pany ha* leased the two upper 
floors of the Rodesch Piano com- 
pany building at 106-108 River 
street. 
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D/XON'S OLDEST AUTOMOBILE DEALER ... DRIVING AHEAD WITH 
DIXON 
SINCE 1901 


1951 CHRYSLER JVEW YORKER WITH FIRE POWER 


-*, 


Tiro Great Names an Automobile Row — Since 1924 


• 
. 


CHRYSLER and PLYMOUTH 


THE FIRST CHRYSLER MADE IN 1924 


CHRYSLER FIRE POWER in the 


MOST BEAUTIFUL CHRYSLER OF ALL TIME 


Whether you can own one this year or not... you owe yourself a turn at the wheel of a new 
Chrysler for 1951. Here is basic progress so deep and so great you will feel its impact for 
years to come. 
Here is FirePower . . . Chrysler's revolutionary new powerplant which at one and the sam« 
time gives you 180 horsepower . . . and the most efficient use of gasoline ever developed in 
a motor car. With FirePower, you can outperform any car on the road. Yet with FirePower 
you will have less carbon deposit, longer engine life, less need for care and attention, than 
with any engine you ever owned. Here, on all new Chryslers, is the comfort marvel of 
Oriflow, an exclusive new shock absorber with over twice the shock-absorbing power of 
any other car's. Here, optional at extra cost, is the amazing new steering ease of Hydra- 
guide power steering, the new Chrysler "first" that removes four-fifths of the human effort 
from steering. Here, with over 70 various changes this year—and with deep-down Chrysler 
'goodness clear through—is the most basically new car you ever drovel For the thrill of a 
lifetime ,.. come drive a Chrysler! 


Plymouth brings you exciting new styling 


luxurious new interiors... sensational new 'Safety-Floitf Ride' 


... and a new high in value 


This brilliant car is NEW every way you look at it—from its massive, gleam- 
ing new grille to its sleek, new wrap-around rear bumper. .Completely new 
interiors, styled with a variety of rich, durable new fabrics... beautiful new 
color combinations, harmonizing inside and out... give the New-. Plymouth 
a "luxury look" you expect to find in only the high-priced cars. 
Together with this new beauty. Plymouth brings you the spectacular new 
"Safety-Flow Ride" — an outstanding contribution to riding comfort and 
safety. Now you can drive on any road with a smoothness and freedom 
from tension you've never known before. 
There are many other new features in the sparkling New Plymouth—greater 
all-around vision, constant-speed electric windshield wipers; newly styled 
instrument panel- a new, easy-action hand brake; and numerous other 
advances that add up to great new value. • 


THE FIRST PLYMOUTH MADE IN 1928 


Dependable Service Dependable Used Cars 


When it's automotive service you need, 
look for the familiar Chrysler emblem. 
It's the symlK>I of superior service for all 
makes of cars. More and more motorists 
are selecting? Chrysler and Plymouth ap- 
proved service, because it is complete, 
reliable and fairly priced. We are staffed 
by skilled, factory-trained mechanics who 
know all makes of cars from bumper to 
bumper. 


Unprecedented demand for the beautiful 
new Chrysler and Plymouth car* hat 
broufiht the best in dependable transpor- 
tation to our big Used Car Lot, Crawford 
and First Sts. Summer days are just 
ahead—so now is the time to trade In 
your old car on a better one. Have » ear 
that will start and that can take It! 
will also find prices are lowest here. 


1951 PLYMOUTH-CRANBROOK MODEL 
E. MILLER a SON 


218 FUST STBEET - DIXON, UINOIS 


DHL 2-8191 
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1915 
Chamber of Commerce Formed 


Form Bureau in Lee County 
Provides Benefits to Many 


This year (1951) the cooperative partnership between 


the Agricultural Extension Service and the Lee County Farm 
Bureau serves more than 2,550 members and other farm fami- 
lies in the county who are interested in better farming and 
better family living. 
The aims, purposes and philosophies of this partnership 
the same as those formed —•—-—- 
- 
• 
— 
arc the same as 
36 years ago in 1915. 


In 1862 the Morrill Act grant- 


ed federal aid for the establish- 
ment of colleges to teach agri- 
culture and mechanical arts. The 
University of Illinois College of 
Agriculture was one of the re- 
sults of this act 
The Smith- 


Lever 
Act 
of 
1914 
and 
the 


Smith-Hughs Act of 191T pro- 
vided for teaching agriculture in 
local schools and states at large 
and also furnished funds for aid 
of a representative of the Exten- 
sion Service to be available to 
help farmers with their problems 
in each county. 


Often 
called 
the 
"county 


agent" in other states, this offi- 
cial is known as the "farm ad- 
viser" in Illinois. An early de- 
cision 
was made which ruled 


that a farm adviser would be as- 
signed to a county only on the 
condition that an association of 
farmers be formed to sponsor 
his work. This meant that the 
farm adviser would have, in ad- 
dition to state and federal as- 
sistance, office space, secretarial 
and other help, transportation 
and equipment and part of his 
salary would be provided by the 
member fanners. 


It was this policy which led 


to the start of the partnership in 
Lee county. 
On June 30, 1915, 


a picnic was held at the Green 
River park in Amboy. It was 
there that an association was 
first discussed. 
The picnic was 


sponsored by the Green River 
club and the Amboy Commercial 
club and representatives 
from 


the United States Department 
of Agriculture and the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Extension Service 
addressed the group. 


Soil and Crop Association 


The picnic meeting resulted In 


the appointment of a committee 
of 22 'farmers and businessmen 
to form a Soil and Crop Associa- 
tion in Lee county. 


On July 10th, the committee 


met in Amboy and S. L. Shaw 
of Lee Center was' appointe< 
chairman 
and the name Lee 


County Soil Improvement Asso 
elation became official. 


Application was made to the 


Secretary of State for a char- 
er. 
The organization continued 


o function under the original 
name until the annual meeting 
jn Dec. 2, 1919, when the offi- 
ial name became the Lee Coun- 
y Farm Bureau to conform with 
ither similar organizations in the 
itate. 


The organization was complet- 


:d in November and the first of- 
icers were: 


Sherman L. Shaw, president; 


H. G. Connor, vice president; 
VV. A. Green, secretary-treasur- 
r and E. L. Titus, Jacob Thier, 
Amos L. Bosworth, J. C. Miller 
and J. C. Griffith, directors. 


L. S. Griffith was employed as 


cutive 
committee 
appointed 


Anson Rosenkrans to fill the va- 
cancy. 
On December 31, 1931, 


..eon 
Hart 
became 
president. 


J. E. Mau, who ssrved 16 years 
as president, was elected in 1934. 
Frank 
Buchman, the 
current 


president, had served previously. 


President 


FRANK BUCHMAN 


farm adviser and began his dut- 
ies on March 1, 1916. 
Soon aft- 


erward, Miss Mabel Bethard be- 
came the office secretary. 


The 


First Office 


association's first 
office 


was located In the Green build 
ing in Amboy until mid-1916 
and there were 450 members the 
first year. 


S. L. Shaw served as presl 


dent until June, 1925, and the ex 


F'arm Bureau Office in Amboy 


Following ->the 


,lr. Griffith 
as 


Charles E. Yale 


resignation of 
farm 
adviser, 


was employed 


and served for 25 years until his 
resignation to work with ECA 
n Greece on July 1, 1950. 


After Mr. Yale's resignation, 


James T. Somers, the present 
adviser, was 
selected by 
the 


board of directors. -Mr. Somers 
lad served as assistant to Mr. 
Yale during 
the Matter's nine 


months 
leave 
of 
absence 
in 


Greece. 
• •* * 


Subsidiary Organizations 


A few years ago, the Farm 


Bureau in- this and other counties, 
began to form cooperative subsi- 
diary organizations which' would 
provide farmers with the bene- 
tits of group .action and group 
buying. No cooperative was set 
up 
unless 
private 
enterprise 


failed to provide the needed serv- 
ice or supplies at reasonable 
costs. 


Each local cooperative elects 


its own board. of directors and 
officers and is generally^ a mem- 
ber of a state-wide company In 
the same field of business. 
Pat- 


ronage 
refunds resulting from 


the savings are paid to farm 
bureau members in proportion to 
the 
amount of business done 


with the company by the indi- 
vidual member. Their adyantagi 
to patrons results from 
effl 


ciency through mass purchasing 
or mass selling power.1 


The first farm bureau type co- 


operative formed in Lee county 
was 
the Lee County Service 


company in February, 1929. The 
'irst president was Wesley Attig. 
The present board of directors 
ncludes Justin Becker, president; 
John Gallisath, vice president; 
J. E. Mau, secretary; Dwight 
Vlynard. treasurer; Hamilton Ri- 
setter, Henry Hey and Forrest 
Robbins, directors. 
The present 


manager is Fred Bybee who fol- 
owed L. S. Hill. 


The company now has petro- 


leum bulk plants in Harmon, 
Franklin 
Grove, 
Sublette 
and 


Compton. A service station and 
main office are located at Am- 
boy. 


The Lee County Grain Asso- 


ciation was incorporated in Oc- 
tober, 1932 and Glen Hart was 
the first president. The present 
board of directors includes Glen 
Pfoutz, president; C. A. Blocher, 
vice president; 
Oscar Pierson, 


secretary-treasurer; Walter Del- 
hotal, Holly Smith, Russell Meur- 
er and Clarence Paddock, direc- 


Robbins, secretary-treasurer; 


Clifford Larkin and Frank Buch- 
man, directors. -Byron Weidman 
who started with the company 13 
years ago," is the general man- 
ager of the four plants. 


L. J. Ullensvang is in charge 


of all insurance activities and he 
started as special agent in Lee 
county in 1,933 and as general 
agent in 1934. 


The Lee County Cooperative, 


having the same officers as the 
farm bureau, was 
incorporated 


in 1939 and provides drugs for 
prevention 
of animal diseases 


along with information on good, 
sanitation and feeding practices. 


TRAILER PASSES DIXON 
Dixon saw its first trailer when 


a 
motbrcycle - drawn 
"prairie 


schooner" went through the city 
on Aug. 14. 1915. 


200 Children Cast 
In School Operetta 


(Evening Telegraph, May 6, 


1915)—Brownies, fairies, Indians, 
wading children, Gypsies and flow- 
er girls hold high carnival at the 
Central school Tuesday afternoon 
and evening when upward of 200' 
pupils will present the operetta, 
"The Brownies' Carnival" In the 
assembly room. 


The children of all grades of all 


the schools south of the river'have 
been busily engaged for»weeks 
practicing the parts they are to 
take. The operetta IB under the 
management of Mrs. Mbriel Price 
Phelps. 
Blaze Destroys 
Dormitory Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 12, 


1915)—The dormitory at the Rock- 
River Military Academy northeast 
of the city, was completely de- 
stroyed this morning by fire which 
broke out at about 6:20 o'clock, 
shortly after all of the cadets 
therein had been awakened by the 
first call of the day. 


Consequently all the 15 cadets 


who were occupants of the build- 
ing were able to save practically 
all of their belongings, while none 
were injured in any way. 


In all probability the fire gained 


its origin from- a defective chim- 
ney. This chimney has burned out 
a number of times during the 
winter. 


The domitory was a three story 


frame building and was valued at 
$10,000. It was erected some 12 
years ago. 


Chamber of Commerce 
Has Enviable Record 


Important to the growth, expansion and welfare of Dixon 


for many years has been the Chamber of Commerce, an or- 
ganization dedicated to the purpose of making the city a bet- 
ter place in which to work and live. 


. The present Chamber of Commerce is a direct outgrowth 


of the Citizens' Association which was organized on April 18, 


tors. 


Cold Storage Lockers 


tee County Farm Bureau lead- 


ers pioneered in the field of cold 
storage locker 
companies 
and 


formed the first cooperative plan 
n Illinois in 1935. 
The Amboy 


plant was started a year later 
and the company grew to include 
plants in Dixon (1938) and sub- 
plants in Sublette and Harmon 
(1945). 


The company operated under 


the supervision of the farm bu- 
reau until March, 1946, when a 
board of directors was elected. 
The present board of directors 
Includes 3. E. Mau, president; 
Jerold Hick, vice president; C. 


You Can Pay More-But You Can't Buy Better 


1939 


For the first time, the cor users of this vicinity 
were to see an independently owned and 
operated service station offering highest 
QUALITY gas at LESS cost. 


1947 


Huffman Oil Co. was named exclusive 
distributors in Lee and Ogle counties for 
Veedol Motor Oil. 


Today, as in the past, 
Huffman Oil Co. will con- 
tinue to base, their opera- 
tions on: 


HIGHEST QUALITY 


PLUS 


FULL MEASURE 


HUFFMAN OIL COMPANY 
707 H. GALENA AVENUE 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


City Parades Before Lens 
For Pioneer Movie Makers 


By 1915 the motion picture was 


here to stay, and Dixon had her 
Princess, Family and Opera House 
theaters running every night to 
entertain the growing population 
of the city and its environs. 


The antics of Pearl White, Mary 


Pickford, 
Theda Bara, Charlie 


Chaplin and countless other screen 
idols of the period created in many 
Dixon breasts the desire for emu- 
lation. On March 30, 1915, they got 
their chance to perform before the 
movie camera. 


For several weeks The Tele- 


graph heralded the coming of the 
motion picture men, who would 
make movies of street scenes, the 
activities at the various factories, 
the fire department in action and 
other local daily happenings. 


Announced The Telegraph on 


March 29: 


"From A1J Angles" 


"Dixon will be pictured from all 


angles tomorrow—all good-looking 
angles, at least The movie man 
has mapped out his schedule and 
will start at 9 o'clock to take 
moving pictures of as many of the 
poinls of interest in the city as he 
can get in on the reel and during 
the bright hours of the day. 


"It is very important that the 


people of Dixon be on the down- 
town streets during the hours 
when the pictures are taken, for 
Dixon must be dressed up in its 
best tomorrow. The street scenes 
should show good sized crowds of 
people. Get yourself in the movies 
and then have a look when the 
pictures are shown and you can 
see yourself as others see you. 


Lists Scenes 


"The following pictures will be 


taken: Milk factory, looking up 
the river from the Galena avenue 
or Lincoln highway bridge, wire 
mill, cement plant. Brown shoe 
factory, Grand Detour plow works, 
city officials, run by fire depart- 
ment, street scenes in the down- 
town district, city hall, postoffice, 
courthouse, Elks club, panoramic 
view of the city from the roof ol 
the Nachusa Tavern and views of 
Lowell park. 


"There will be a little comedy in- 


jected into the affair when 'Reu- 
ben' tries to mail a letter in a fire 
alarm box and succeeds in creat- 
ing a disturbance by calling out 
the fire department" 


The next day The Telegraph an 


nounced the success of the event: 


"From every one of her many 


points of vantage Dixon was film- 
ed today by an expert 'movie" 
camera operator and within a 
short time the films showing the 
best title city in Northern Illinois 
will be ready for exhibition. 


Excellent View* Taken 


"The schedule was followed oul 


in strict time and some excellent 
[views were taken. One view was 
taken of the firemen in their beds 
their rapid dressing in response to 
an alarm and their flash down the 
brass poles in the station house. 
Then a view was taken of the de- 
partment on the run, the auto 
| truck and horse vehicles making 
a swift spurt down Second street 
from the city building, every 
movement being recorded by the 
machine. 


"Motorcycle Policeman Lightner 


chased some speeder* in Henry 
Kenneth's automobile, and he got 
them, too—but the picture ma- 
chine failed' to catch Lightner's 
spill against the curb in which 
fortunately, he was not hurt." 


Opera Houno Crowded 


On April 16, while the Family 


theater showed "Nimz, the Eccen- 
tric violinist," a monologue, and 
"The Land of Make Believe," a 
musical comedy, and while th 


'rincess showed 
"The 
Winged 


Messenger" (in two reels), "From 
Patches to Plenty," a Keystone 
omedy, and "Jealousy," a Than- 
louser drama, the Opera House 
>acked in the crowd with "Moving 
'ictures of Dixon." 


Admission was the usual 10 and 


20 cents, and The Telegraph pro- 
nounced the movies a success. Said 
he newspaper: 


"The moving pictures of Dixon, 


which were shown at the Opera 
House last night, drew a large 
crowd and proved of exceptional 
nterest, the scenes of local insti- 
tutions and people furnishing fine 
amusement. 


"Some of the scenes are espe- 


cially good and doubtless 
the 


Opera House will be packed this 
evening by those who wish to see 
,f they know their friends in the 
pictures." 


COLOR IN 1915 


On March 17, 1915, St. Patrick's 


Day, the first page of The Tele- 
graph was printed in green ink, 
with a shamrock motif, as deco- 
ration. The Fourth of July issue 
was red, white and blue. 


CITY ELECTIONS, 1915 


City election results, Apr. 20, 


1915: Mayor, Henry Schmidt; com- 
missioners, Fred D. Dana, George 
W. Smith, Collins Dysart and J. D. 
Van Bibber. 


LUSITANIA SUNK 


The Telegraph reported on May 


7, 1915, that the Cunard liner 
Lusitania, was sunk by a German 
submmarine, with the loss of more 
than a hundred American lives. 


1887. 
Those who signed the In- 


corporation papers of that group 
were Jason C. Ayres, *C. F. Em- 
merson, • E. W. Smith, Joseph F. 
Palmer, S. S. Dodge, Charles H. 
Noble and George D. Laing. This 
organization worked for the im- 
provement of Dixon for 28 years 
until April 16, 1915. 


When" the 
association 
was 


changed to the Chamber of Com- 
merce in 1915, the first president 
was O. H. Martin and E. Bert 
Raymond was the first secretary. 


Constitution Is Framed 


Mr. Raymond served as secre- 


tary until 1919, when the cham- 
ber voted to employ a^ full-time 
secretary and to form a consti- 
tution and by-laws to govern the 
organization. 
In 
1920, 
the 


American City Bureau reorgan- 
ized the chamber and Edward 
Vaile became president and Car- 
roll D. King, secretary. In that 
year the membership numbered 
528 and each member paid a fee 
of 525. 


The chamber's office was lo- 


cated in the Odd Fellows build- 
ing.' The chamber later moved 
to the Noble building on Galena 
avenue. 
In 1926 the chamber 


offices were moved to the pres- 
ent city building erected at the 
north end of the Galena avenue 
bridge. 


The activities sponsored or as- 


sisted by the chamber have been 
numerous through its long his- 
tory. 
Included among the fes- 


tivities, celebrations and special 
events have been style shows, 
pure food shows, farmer picnics, 
farmer 
banquets, horse shows, 


automomle shows, fall festivals. 
Sons of Dixon Day, Injun Sum- 
mer Days, Fourth of July cele- 
brations, 
Christmas 
programs 


and many, many more. 


In 


Centennial Celebration 
1930, 
the 
chamber 
was 


largely responsible for the suc- 
cess of the five-day Centennial 
Celebration, marking 100 years 
of progress in Dixon. Three proj- 
ects were dedicated on that oc- 
casion; the new Peoria avenue 
bridge, the Lincoln statue and 
the Dixon airport. 


Under 
the 
auspices 
of 
the 


Chamber of Commerce, a special 
committee of citizens was sent 
to Governor Henry Horner in 
1937 for the purpose of securing 
aid in the construction of the 
new Galena avenue bridge. 
In 


this same work, the chamber has 
promoted the building of roads 
and much money, effort and time 
have been spent ^ in obtaining 
right-of-ways for Route 2, the 
Black Hawk Trail and Route 89. 
Improvements have been made, 
through the efforts of the cham- 
ber, on other roads and road 
signs have been erected and re- 
paired as needed. The chamber 
also worked for the installation 
of parking meters in the city. 


Each new movement to im- 


prove Dixon, to make it more 
beautiful and a better trading 
center, has been the concern of 
the Chamber of Commerce. In- 
cluded in such a program were 
the activities of the clean-up 
campaigns, 
tourist 
information, 


new lights for the business dis- 
trict, the Rock River Motor club 
and many others. 


Important in the records of 
f 


the organization has been the 
industry development in Dixon. 
To this end the chamber has been 
active in securing and encourag- 
ing new industries in the com- 
munity. 
Included a m o n g the . 


industries which were encouraged 
to come here by the chamber 
have been: Bosworth Manufac- 
turing 
company, 
Brown Shoe 


company, 
Cement Manufactur- 


ing company. Specialty Manufac- 
T 


luring company, Dixon Cut Sole 
company. Freeman 
Shoe com- 


pany, 
Raynor 
Manufacturing 


company, Henry Pratt Manufac- 
turing 
company, Dixon Chain 


Manufacturing company. 


The work of making Dixon an 


inviting 
place 
for conventions 


has also been one of the cham- 
ber's important functions. As a 
result 
many 
outstanding con- 


claves have been held here includ- 
*»• 


ing the Northwestern 
Teachers 


association, 
the Interdenomina- 


tional Bible Conference, Tri-Coun- 
ty Druggist association, Spanish 
War Veterans of Illinois, Farm- 
ers Institute. United Commercial 
Travelers, Horticultural Society, 
Chiropractic convention, Art Ex- 
tension convention, American Le- 
gion, State 
Funeral 
Directors 


and Embalmers association, War 
Mothers and many more. 
f 


War Activities 


During the war, the chamber 


served 
as 
headquarters 
-for 


Army and WAC recruiting and 
the organization 
assisted with 


the Red Cross campaigns. 


The activities 
of the 
Dixon 


Chamber of Commerce are a rec- 
ord of the city's growth and suc- 
cess. Always active, always alert 
to the city's needs and welfare, 
it is' dedicated to the service of 
^ 


all the citizens and its purpose 
is to work in behalf of all retail, 
industrial, professional, agricul- 
tural and civic-betterment inter- 
ests. 


The stated aim of the Cham- 


ber of Commerce is "to bring all 
groups of citizens together so 
that they may express themselves 
collectively on matters of com- 
munity welfare." 
' 


Presidents Since 1021 
f 


Those who have headed the 


chamber as president since 1921, 
some of whom has served two 
years, include: Edward Vaile, E. 
E. Wingert, A. W. Leland, Louis 
Pitcher, W. D. Craig, George 
Prescott, Ray S. Kline, Dement 
Schuler, 
Robert 
W. 
Sterling, 


John Moyer, Frank D. Stephan, 
George 
Beicr, 
Charles Miller, 


George Shaw, H. V. Massey, Wal- 
ter 
C. Knack, 
Harry 
Bates, 


Benjamin Shaw, Glen Coe, Rob- 
1 


ert Warner, Harold Cook, Carl 
Matson, Evar Swanson and Vic- 
tor Eichler. 


The 1951-52 officers are: Vic- 


tor Eichler, president; C. L. Bal- 
lard, first vice president; Carl 
Hasselberg, second vice-president; 
Frances Patrick, secretary; Har- 
ry Bates, treasurer. 


The chamber 
now has 240 


members and the board meets 
every 
third 
Monday 
of 
each 
4 


month. Many summer plans are 
now on the chamber's docket for 
1951 
including special conven- 


tions and holiday celebrations. 


Dixon Chamber of Commerce Building 


Briscoe's Men's Store 
Established in 1915 


BrUcoe's, men'* clothing and 


furnishing atore located at 224 
First street, has been in business 
in Dixon for 36 years—since Octo- 
ber, 1915. 


Owner of the atore is 
Henry 


Briscoe. The firm offers a wide 
variety of merchandise represent- 
ing Wilson Bros., Arrow shirts; 
Capps clothes, Portis hats, Glov- 
er's Jackets and Edgcrton shoes. 


The storo specializes In quality 


merchandise and moderate prices 
and to his end, serves an area of 
30 miles around Dixon. 


COMPLETING ALMSHOUSE 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 28, 


1915)—Lee county is just com- 
pleting an almshouse, which will 
be one of the finest in the state. 
The cost of the building is $47,000. 
The equipment will be the best 
money can buy. There are 97 acres 
of land on the farm. 


BRINTON CHOSEN 


(Evening Telegraph, May 5, 


1915)—At a meeting of the direc- 
tors of the Dixon Chamber of Com- 
merce Tuesday evening, Hon. W. 
B. Brinton was elected president 
of the organization to succeed O. 
H. Martin, the retiring executive. 


Red Traffic Flags 
Warn Car Drivers 


(Evening Telegraph, April 24, 


1915)—The little red flags flying 
from the small concrete pyramids 
that have been placed in the mid- 
dle of the intersections of the busy 
downtown corners, are causing 
considerable confusion and some 
of the autoists complain that it is 
impossible 
to 
make 
tlje 
turn 


around the flag on account of nar- 
row streets and long cars. 


The turn can bo made by any 


car if the driver uses caution and 
goes slow. That is one of the ideas 
in having tho flags there—to make 
them go slow. 
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of Automotive Service 


FRANCIS HEMMINGER 
IVAN WALLACE 
ELEANOR NELSON 
WILSON CRAWFORD 


• 
17 YEARS OF THE TOPS IN CARS 


SIDNEY. SWEGLE 


GEORGE HABERER 


• 
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Before You Decide, 
Take An AIRFLYTE 


h> 
^- 


Ride .. • 


NASH AMBASSADOR 


Airflyte Construction for Economy and Beauty 


HEALY SPORT CAR 


Offers Power, Style and Beauty 


• 


3 BRAND NEW AIRFLYTES 


The Ambassador, the Statesman, the Rambler 


95 1 


SALES and SERVICE 


You'll never know how good automotive service can be until you bring 
your car to Hemmmg'er's Service Department. For here is the proper 
combination of skilled workmanship by men thoroughly trained in f ac- 
tory methods, modern tools and equipment, fair prices and a friendly 
attitude that makes the big difference in car care and your personal 
satisfaction. We have a sincere interest in doing a job right the first time 


HEMMINGER NASH 


316 HENNEPIN AVENUE - PHONE 3-8461 


Centennial Edition 
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Standard Oil Company Bulk Plant and Trucks-George McCarthy, Agent, Charles French, Driver, Ivan (Dutch), Holderman, Agent 


STANDARD OIL 


1889 
1951 


A YOUNGSTER OF SIXTY-TWO YEARS, SAYS, 
"HAPPY B I R T H D A Y " 


TO THE 100 YEAR OLD DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


j 
,•* - 


SUPPLYING AXLE GREASE FOR BUGGIES AND WAGONS WAS ONE 
OF OUR FIRST JOBS IN AND AROUND DIXON. ANOTHER WAS PRO- 
VIDING KEROSENE FOR ILLUMINATING THE HOMES OF THE GAY 90's 


-As Dixon Has Grown, Standard Oil Has Kept Pace. Tdday It Is Our 


Pleasure to Serve This Area With the Finest Quality Products Available 


* 


TRY... 


. 
STANDARD RED CROWN 


STANDARD 
THE NEW 
STANDARD 


1889 


"KING-SIZE" GAS BUY 


IVAN D. HOLDERMAN - 
GEORGE MCCARTHY, Agents 
1951 
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1916 
State Hospital Built at Dixon 


^Company G Reused to Wen* 
Strength by Mexican Threat 


The threat of war with Mexico 


ii June, 
brought an order 


from the Headquarters of the 6th 
Regiment to Increase the strength 
of Dixon's Company G to 65 men. 


Recruiting offices were set up 
the armory and every "able- 


physique, 
temperate 


ied man of 


good 
character 


good 
and 


habits between the ages of 18 and 
45" was encouraged to volunteer. 


A mass meeting was called by 


Acting Mayor George W. Smith 
and endorsed by the Chamber of 
Commerce. The meeting was held 
on June 22 and a parade was 
staged on First street. At the 
armory patriotic citizens swarmed 
£o hear the addresses by Capt. E. 
lL Soper of Company G and Col. 
W. B. Brinton, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce 


Americanism, patriotism 
and 


preparedness were themes of the 
speeches and the crowd was pro- 
foundly attentive. 


Company Roster 


On that date the roster of the 


company consisted of: 


Capt. E. L. Soper: 1st Lieut. C. 
f. Preston; 2nd Lieut. L. G. Lew- 
'•Ts; 1st Sgt. Charles Edous; Q. M. 
Sgt. A. C. Handel: 
Sergeants 


Frank Salisbury. Glen 
Wiener, 


Byron Lafever, John Kelly: Cor- 
porals Paul Mossholder and George 
Baker; musician, Fred Earle; pri- 
vates Frank Adams, G e o r g e 
Dempsey, Erancis Delring, Albert 
Freeze, Max Freeze, Fred Gaylor, 
John Gugerty, 
George Gibson, 


Thomas Harvey, 
John 
Lynch, 


JJenry McBride, Charles McPher- 
*on. John Nichols, George Os- 
bough. 


William Rose. Pearl Summers, 


Edward Slothower. Albert Ray- 
mond, Roy Switzer, 
Sylvester 


Skeffington, Mike Scott, 
Ralph 


Shop*, George Saumby, Leonard 
Trautman, Arthur Waterbury, Ed- 
ward Wilson. 


Daniel Raymond, Martin Lopez, 


Willard S. 
Jones, 
Edward 
B. 


^<urtzrock, Leon Fuane, 
Quincy 


^vtartindale, Chester Kessel, Roy 
L. Smith, Harry D. Blackburn, 
John 
Nellis, 
William 
Nelson, 


Lloyd Buckingham, Howard 
S. 


Metzler, John Herman, 
George 


Sybert, Edward Harvey, Walter 
Eyler, Lionel Tippet, Thomas Na- 
gle and Jacob Clark. 


Grow Impatient 


The Company stood ready in 


June for a summons to duty in 


event of a war with Mexico, 
outfit and Its officers grew 


more and more impatient as time 
went by and the regiment was 
not called for border patrol and it 


was hinted that politics may have 
had something to do with the fact 
that the company seemed shunted 
from orders* 


The actual outbreak of hostili- 


ties never came with Mexico in 
1916—but Company G's 
history 


was not ended by that "close-call," 
and before many months were to 
pass the outfit became actively 
engaged first in guard duty at 
Rock Island and later in overseas 
mgagements of World War I. 
Parent-Teachers 
Group Is Formed 


(Evening Telegraph, March 3, 


—Parent - Teachers associa- 


tion, to secure greater coopera- 
tion between teachers and parents 
of the pupils, is to be -organized 
n North Dixon: and a preliminary 
meeting- of a committee named to 
frame by-laws and details of the 
organization will be held at the 
school this evening. The commit- 
tee is: Chairman, George R. Run- 
ion; E. B. Raymond, K. J. Reed, 
Mrs. A. G. Burnham, Mrs. W. 
H. Coppins, Miss Gladys Gaylord 
and Miss Jannette Gebhart. 


Parent-Teacher associations are 


coming in the larger cities and it 
is said they have resulted in great 
good for the schools and more 
rapid advancement of the pupils. 
• » • 


On March 22 the cooperative as- 


sociation was formed and W. H. 
Coppins was chosen the first pres- 
ident. 
Other officers included: 


Mrs. M. H. Vail, vice president; 
Mrs. W. T. Ross, secretary; K. J. 
Reed, treasurer; G. I. Runion, H. 
H. Hagen, Miss Gladys Gaylord, 
program committee; and Mrs. 
Adolph Eichler, Mrs. C. H. Ives, 
Mrs. J. W. Busby, and Miss Kath- 
ryn Hennessey, membership com- 
mittee. 


MOTORCYLCLE CLUB 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 11, 


1818)—The Dixon Motorcycle club 
has been organized with 25 mem- 
bers and prospects of many more, 
the following 
officers being 


chosen: Ralph Clifford, organizer; 
John Kelly, secretary; O.. M. 
Rogers, treasurer. 


SCHUMAXN-HEINK AGAIN 
Madame Schumann-Heink, world 


famous singer, was cheered by 
nearly 10,000 people when she sang 
at the Rock River Assembly on 
Aug. 4, 1916. 


Main Entrance to State Hospital 
at Dixon 


In 1916 the work was completed on the administration building,'six cottages and two dining rooms in the con- 
struction of the $1,500,000 state hospital for epileptics at Dixon. Wartime delays postponed the formal opening 


of the colony until May 1,1918. 


Sinow and Wienman 
Established in 1916 


Sidney Sinow and Harry Wien- 


man are partners in the firm of 
Sinow and Wienman, industrial 
salvage 
company, at 114 River 


street. 


The firm was established 35 


years ago in 1916 and deals in 
scrap iron, hides, furs, new steel 
and wire products. The firm was 
organized by the fathers of the 
present owners, Jacob Sinow and 
Barnett Wienman. 


Employing seven people, the 


company now occupies two brick 
buildings constructed in 1946 and 
has a yard space of 25,000 square 
feet. 


The company has helped with 


paper drives for the Boy Scouts, 
churches, American Legion and 
other civic organizations and was 
given a certificate of merit for aid 
to 
American 
industry 
during 


World War II. 


The firm is exclusive dealer for 


Northwestern Steel and Wire com- 
pany. 


POLO ELIMINATES DIXON 
(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 25, 


1916)—Dixon high .school was 
promptly eliminated from further 
contests in the Northwestern Illi- 
nois basketball tournament this 
morning when Polo trimmed the 
Lee county lads, 30 to 22. 


Mayor, 1915-19 
Prosperity Keeps Big Dixon 
Factories Going Fuji Blast 


I Television of Tomorrow-Today 


"Pioneers in Radio and Electronics 


Since 1920" 


IT ADA 


TELEVISION 


Critical TV buyers are invited to make 
every possible test of Fada's new revo- 
lutionary features resulting in perform- 
ance unmatched in television history. 
Don't just be satisfied with television 
... it's what you see and hear ... what 
you find in fact, that should influence 
your purchase of a set. Over thirty years 
of mature experience in the manufactur- 
ing electronic field has provided us with 
the 'know-how' to produce the world's" 
dominant television receivers. 


MODEL S7T65 


Rest Assured 
If It's FADA 
It's the FINEST 


Model S7T65 


The New Rectangular 17 Inch GLARE- 
FREE Black Filter Glass Tube repro- 
duces the full transmitted picture. High 
gain video amplifier provides excep- 
tional contrast. Sensational performer 
in all areas. 


Model S30C10 


20 inch rectangular glare-free filter 
glass black tube. Exquisite mahogany 
veneer deluxe console with front side 
closing door over controls. Full range 
10 inch concert quality speaker. These 
big screen TV models are engineered 
with the same infinite care to 'quality 
detail that characterizes every FADA 
TV model. 


HENRY SCHMIDT 


Dixbn's mayor during World 


War I was Henry Schmidt, from 
1915-19. 


Mr. Schmidt served as city 


alderman from 1907-11, and as city 
commissioner from 1911-15. - 


Born at Evansville, Ind., in 1855 


he died at Dixon on Aug. 19, 1939 


Movies Exhibited 
At Two Theatres 


Dixon film fans in 1916 had two 


Cinema houses in which to view 
the latest releases—the Princess 
and the Family theaters. Among 
the silent film hits-and their stars 
in that year were: 


Blanch Sweet in "The Case Of 


Becky." 


Pauline Frederick in "The Eter- 


nal City." 


Thcda Bara in "The Galley 


Slave." 


Alice Brady in "The Ballet Girl.' 
Francis • X. Bushman in "The 


Man and His Soul." 


Frances Nelson in "Love's Cru 


cible" or "The Point of View." Foi 
this feature the advertisement in 
The Telegraph declared: "'Love'; 
Crucible' concerns itself with thi 
good and evil influence which 
must play a part in every woman'; 
life—be she good or bad." 


FORM SCOUT COUNCIL 
(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 


1916)—A council of 12 men to su 
pervise the Boy Scout movemen 
in Dixon was organized at a meet 
Ing at the YMCA Tuesday eye 
ning, the members being J. D. Var 
Bibber, J. DerKtnderen, Rev. Mich 
ael Foley, Rev. J. Dornhoefer, Rev 
F. C. Grant, Rev. A. J. Hollanc 
Rev. George W. Crawford, Prof 
H. H. Hagen, Prof. C. J. Bixler 
H. A. Major, O. M. Rogers an 
J. B. Lennon. 


(Evening Telegraph. May 11, 


916)—The condition of the manu- 
acturing concerns of Dixon is an 
indication of returning and con- 
tantly Increasing prosperity to 
his country and especially to' this 
ity. 
A survey of manufacturing con- 


ditions here shows that there is 
an enormous and unexpected ac- 
ivity in practically every line. 


Grand Detour Plow 


Col. W. B. Brinton, president of 
he Grand Detour Plow Works, 
tated to a Telegraph reporter 
yesterday that the situation is 
jetter than he ever anticipated 
and that at present the offices of 
the company are so flooded with 
>rders for plows that they cannot 
lope to supply the demand. Col. 
Brinton said that it would be nec- 
••ssary for the Grand Detour plant 
.0 turn down more orders this 
year than they would turn out. 
<abor conditions are a problem, 
under, these circumstances and ex- 
perienced labor is greatly in de- 
mand. 


Roper Furniture 


The Roper furniture factory has 


Construction Progresses 
On $1,500,000 Institution 


found it necessary to expand Its 
facilities and is putting forth every 
effort to fill orders, but that con- 
cern says they can sell a great 
deal more of their product than 
they can produce. 


The Brown Shoo Co.', with a 


force of over 500 people, IS striv- 
ing constantly to get more help 
and turn out more shoes. 
The 


market seems to be without a 
limit and the home offices keep 
demanding a greater daily output. 


Reynolds Wire 


Tho Reynolds wire plant is also 


enjoying an exceedingly gratify- 
ing surplus of business and is 
running night and day forces so 
that its looms may turn out suf- 
ficient wire cloth to attempt to 
supply orders. 


The same conditions exist in 


every manufacturing 
establish- 


ment in Dixon, and that, combined 
with the fact that a great deal 
of outside work is in progress, or 
soon will be, In Dixon and vicin- 
ity, makes certain a good sum- 
mer in this community. 


'Phone Service 
Disrupted by Fire 


A fire which totally destroyed 


the I. B. Countryman building on 
Galena avenue on Jan. 15, 1916, 
was estimated to have cost $50,- 
000 in property losses. 


Included among the heavy losers 


in the fire was the Home Tele- 
phone company. 


The fire, which was the most 


disastrous Dixon had suffered in 
many years, was discovered about 
11 o'clock on Saturday night. Aft- 
er the fire department was called, 
it seemed that the blaze had been 
extinguished when there was a 
sudden explosion which spread the 
fire again, threatening the switch- 
board girls' room of the telephone 
company. Ed Vaile, Urban O'Mal- 
ley, Henry Briscoe and others 
rushed up the stairs to notify the 
girls and assist them in getting 
out of the building. 


Telephone Losses 


The telephone company's loss, 


estimated at $30,000, included its 
big local and toll switchboard, 
many generators, new telephones 
and equipment, office furniture 
and the specifications for the com- 
pany's new building which was to 
be erected that year and on which 
Manager Pitcher had spent many 
hours of hard work. 


The people of Dixon probably 


never felt the effects of a fire 
to the extent that they realized 


from this one. 
The destruction 


of the central exchange placed the 
company's 2,500 phones in Dixon 
and surrounding territory out of 
commission and the city was de- 
prived of communication. 


Manager Louis Pitcher went to 


Chicago the day after the fire and 
arranged for temporary switch- 
boards to be sent and installed In 
Dixon's city hall until the new 
building could be constructed at 
the corner of Pcoria avenue and 
Second street. 


• The destruction of the telephone 
company caused 30 women to be 
out of work temporarily, and serv- 
ice was not resumed for several 
weeks. 


Inspecting Officer 
Praises Company G 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 22, 


1916—All but three members of 
Company G were present at the 
armory last evening for the in- 
spection of the company by Capt. 
Patterson, a U. S. army officer. 
The inspector gave them a very 
rigid test in all branches of the 
service and 
especially on the 


manual-of-arms and foot move- 
ment, as well as in battalion for- 
mation and company drill. 


He likewise made an inspection 


of all equipment and the condi- 
tions in which the guns were kept 
He spoke "very highly on the pro- 
ficiency of the company and of the 
condition in which he found every- 
thing pertaining to the armory. 


The year-1916 was the one of 


greatest progress in the construc- 
tion of the State hospital for epi- 
leptics, three miles north of Dixon, 
although it was not until two 
years later, in 1918, that the Insti- 
tution was ready to receive its 
first patients. 


NThe construction work'was de- 
layed many times, and although 
it was first planned to have the 
hospital 'ready in the fall of 1916. 
labor shortages, strikes and war- 
time difficulties caused many post- 
ponements in the xvork. 


In Atigust of 1916, the work 


was halted when the common la- 
borers struck for higher pay. The 
workmen originally asked for 37 Va 
cents per hour but finally com- 
promised at 33H cents. 


In July of 1916, In anticipation 


of an early opening of the colony, 
contracts were awarded to interior 
furnishers. 
The Dixon firm of 


Keyes, Ahrens & Ogden was low 
in the bidding against 30 major 
firms including those of Chicago, 
St. Louis and New .York. 


1,100 Acres of Land 


In June, 1916, when it was hoped 


that the institution would be ready 
by October, The Telegraph report- 
ed that the work was progress- 
ing rapidly. "The Colony," the re- 
port stated, "is located on a tract 
of land which is approximately 
1100 acres. It Is bordered on one 
side by the beautiful Rock river, 
and is so situated that it will have 
good drainage, an abundance of 
water, and adequate railroad fa- 
cilities, the Illinois Central run- 
ning through the premises, and an 
extension of the Dixon city elec- 
tric line being recently built to the 
road opposite the main entrance 
of the colony." 


Included in the overall plan for 


the colony were many buildings 
including such structures as the 
administration building, general 
hospital, amusement building, re- 
ceiving building, juvenile building, 
library, kitchens, dining room, 
wards, employes' buildings, power 
house, industrial building, laundry, 
and managing officer's cottage. 


Buildings Completed 


By June, 1916, the administra- 


tion building, six cottages, and 
two dlnings rooms had been com- 
pleted and contracts for four other 
buildings, the power house, steam 
tunnels and sewers had 
been 


awarded. 


In the same year, It was estimat- 


ed that the entire cost of. the col- 
ony would amount to $1,500,000, 
"or as much more as the legisla- 
ture would approve." 
In the be- 


ginning, too, it was planned that 


there would be accommodations 
for 1,500 patients. 


The need for such an institu- 


tion in Illinois had been felt for 
a long time, and it was in 1913 
that the legislature first approved 
the construction of such a colony 
within the state by an act of the 
general assembly. 


In the summer of 1917. the need 


for the hospital had intensified 
and hundreds of applications were 
on file awaiting the opening. 


Formal Opening 


In the spring of 1918, when the 


newspapers were black with head- 
lines about the war, the opening 
of the hospital made big local 
news on May 1 when the institu- 
tion was formally opened. 


The hospital, on that date, was 


officially designated as the Illi- 
nois Colony for Curable Epilep- 
tics. Even at that time the hos- 
pital was far from completed, but 
it was ready to admit the first 
patients. . 


Over 400 were received during 


the summer of that year, although 
only 50 were taken on the first 
day. 


Louella Parsons 
Lectures Here 


Louella Parsons, famous movie 


columnist, lectured here before a 
large a u d i e n c e of hometown 
friends and others at the Rock 
River Assembly on Aug. 7,1916. 


Mrs. Parsons' subject was "Pro- 


The hospital staff, in the be- 


ginning, consisted of 16 persons 
headed by Dr. H. B. Carriel who 
had been on the staffs of the Jack- 
sonville and Peoria hospitals before 
coming to Dixon. 


With the opening of the colony 


proper credit was given by the 
citizens of Dixon to the Hon. W. 
B. Brinton, who in the winter of 
1913-14, did more, probably, than 
any other one man in having the 
institution located at Dixon. 
Preparedness Is 
Theme of Banquet 


The ominous events of 1910 


which darkened the horizon of his- 
tory with America's Impending 
entanglement In tKe European war 
were making Dixon citizens more 
and more aware of the dangers. 


In April, 1916, a year before, 


the United States became Involved 
in the struggle, the Navy League 
held a banquet at the Nachusa 
Tavem at which the theme was 
"preparedness." 


During the evening's program, 


W. B. Brinton talked on the sub- 
ject of "Preparedness- from 
a 


Manufacturer's Viewpoint"; Rev. 
Ernest Lumsden spoke on "Pre- 
paredness of a Member of the 
Cloth" and others who talked In- 
cluded Father Michael Foley and 
Prof. H. P. Hllblsh. 


At an election of officers, the 


members of the patriotic organi- 
zation selected Lester Street a* 
president; S. L. Shaw of Lee C*tt- 
tcr, vice president; J. B. Lennoa, 
secretary; and William Fryti 
treasurer. 
"Preparedness Nlghtf* 


There were other evidences of 


the growing national 
movement 


for preparedness which were ex- 
pressed In Dixon In 1916. 


In May the committee in charge 


MODEL S20C10 


FADA for '51 


FAZZrS TV and RADIO 


SALES and SERVICE 


317% W. First Street 
Dixon, Illinois 


years 


OFFERING BETTER MOTORING TO 
THE AUTOMOBILE 
OWNERS 
OF 


DIXON AND 
VICINITY. 


t 
Little need be said about our products, they 
are nationally known and advertised. Our 
specialty is service and you'll find our 
service second to none. 


STANDARD SERVICE 


Atlas Tires - Batteries - Accessories 


118 N. Galena 
Phone 2*87*1 


per Films for Little Folks and 
Famous Film People I have Met" 


Mrs. Parsons, a native of Dixon, 


arrived here on Aug. 5 with her 
mother, Mrs. J. H. Edwards, her 
daughter Harriet, and her secre- 
tary, Miss Margaret Oettinger. In 
1916 Mrs. Parsons occupied one 
of the most prominent places in 
the movie critic world and she 
was even then an authority on 
scenario writing. In the same year 
she was scenario editor of the Chi- 
cago Herald. 


The Telegraph, reporting her 


address here, said: 


"The former Dixon lady, whose 


rank in the moving picture world 
is among the highest, delivered a 
most entertaining address on the 
proper pictures for the little folks, 
and famous movie stars she had 
met. 


"Her platform presence was es- 


pecially easy and pleasing, while 
she told her auditors many Inside 
facts of the great moving picture 
Industry which were very interest- 
ing. 
Her lecture wu enhanced 


by some excellent film*." 


Popular matinee Idol in 1916 WM 


Francis X. Bushman, and Mrs. 
Parsons told many Interesting 
stories of his experiences in film 
making and said that the star took 
his fan mall seriously and an* 
swered each correspondent with a 
personal letter although he some- 
times received as many as 2,000 
a week*. 


Mrs. Parsons also 
explained 


about picture studios, make-up and 
other phases of the Industry. 


Shoe Factory Makes 
3,300 Pairs Per Day 


•(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 1, 
1916)—The shoe factory is still in 
urgent need of more girls and 
women In the stitching room. The 
total employed force last week 
numbered 432 men and women, 
and the output reached nearly 3,- 
300 pairs of shoes per day; the 
highest since the present manage- 
ment (Brown Shoe company) took 
control. 


The plant could easily make o> 


000 pairs of shoes per day if the 
necessary help were secured and 
this would mean very, much to 
Dixon. 


of the bazaar tf benefit the new 
Chamber of Commerce band, des- 
ignated that the event should b» 
known as "Preparedness Night?' 
and 
all patriotic organizations 


were invited to participate In the 
festivities. 


The same undercurrent of "be- 


ing prepared" ran through many 
other public meetings and events 
In 1916 as more and more signifi- 
cance was attached to the events 
In Europe and the Mexican bor- 
der incidents In which the United 
States was Involved. 
Young Men's Group 
Sponsors New Bond 


Activities In musical circles, In 


which the young men's branch of *• 
the Chamber of Commerce have 
cooperated, have resulted in the 
organization of a new brass and 
reed band In Dixon, for which the 
musicians and the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce see a 
bright future. 


The band will start with a mem- 


bership of at least 20, for the most 
part former bandsmen who have 
had experience In ensemble play- 
Ing, and with the beginning of re- 
hearsals on Friday evening it is 
assured, the interests of all will be 
enhanced. 


•The band will be financed en« 


tlrely by the commercial organisa- 
tion, the management being placed 
in the hands of Commissioner 
George W. Smith, selected by the 
committee of three named two 
weeks ago. The same committee 
has appointed E. E. Holdridge di- 
rector of the organization. 
Chapter Masons Hold 
School of Instruction 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 17, 


1916)—The state school of instruc- 
tion for the Chapter Masons which 
has been in progress in this city 
for the past three days and which 
will close this evening is pro- 
nounced by the State Board of 
Examiners as the best school held 
this year and the interest shown 
outranks that taken in many of 
the schools held in larger cities. 


Up to last night there had bees 


representatives of 35 different, 
chapters throughout the northen 
part of Uw st»U la att 
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Bringing You the Finest in Cars 


De SOTO—PLYMOUTH 


j 
*^ 
' 


The Cars Designed 


With You 


in Mind! 


1951 PLYMOUTH 


1951 
DESOTO 


4 


Comparatively speaking we are 


newcomers to the Automotive Busi- 


ness in Dixon, but we would like to 


thank the people of this area for 


\ 


their splendid reception of our serv-. 


ice and products: In three short 


years of business weVe grown and 


progressed with the community, 


and our hope for the future is to con- 


tinue helping our friends and neigh- 


bors by improving the service we 


give in every way possible and to be- 


come helpful citizens to this com- 


munity. Our objective is and will be: 


"Quality service to match the Qual- 


ity of the Products we represent; 


DIXON 
OTORS 


AUTHORIZED DESOTO- PLYMOUTH 
DEALER 


81-83 HENNEPIN AVE. 
PHONE 4-9441 
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1917...War Arouses Dixon's Patriotism 
Members of Old Company 
G See Action in Front Lines 


On March 26, 1917, the members of Company G, Sixth 


Regiment, Illinois National Guard, reported at the armory in 
Dixon in response to a call by President Wilson. 


After two'days of preparation, the company was sent 


to the Rock Island Arsenal and began encampment there on 
March 28. The arsenal was operating at full capacity at this 
time, getting out material for the 
war which was to follow and the 
Dixon unit was assigned to the 
important duty of guarding the 
power plant, the bridges which 
connected the island arsenal with 
the mainland and other vital posi- 
tions. 


During this time, the company 


consisted of 68 men and three offi- 
cers. Capt. E. L. Soper, 1st Lieut. 
(Clarence G. Preston and 2nd Lieut. 
Lloyd G. Lewis. When the com- 
pany left Dixon"; Preston remain- 
ed in 'Dixon to recruit new mem- 
bers to bring the company up to 
war strength. When he icjoined 
the outfit a week later, he had 
eight new recruits. 


To Camp Logan 


On July 30th, the company left 


Rock Island for East St. Louis 


fcto relieve Chicago troops which 
'had been on duty there since the 
riots of July 4. 1917. On Sept. 8th 
the entire detachment 
went to 


Camp Logan, 
Houston, 
Texas. 


where the. Sixth Regiment was all 
together for the first time since it 
was called out in March. 


On Sept. 19th the Sixth Infan- 


try was changed to a regiment of 
heavy artillery and known as the 
123rd. Company G and Company 
M were organized into a battery 
Jand thenceforth known as Battery 


C. 


After several months of inten- 


sive training, the division began 
working its way toward the port 
ol embarkation and 
finally. ~on 


May 26, 1918, the troops boarded 
the steamship Scotian to be con' 
voycd to France. 


The voyage took 13 days due 


to the constant zigzagging cours 


> to avoid possible submarine at 
''tacks. 
The troops debarked a 


Liverpool on the morning of Jum 
Bth. 


Land at Lellavrc 


By rail, the troops were sent ti 


Southampton and boarded a smal 
channel steamer at night and de 
barked in LeHavrc, France sev 
eral hours later. 


On the evening of June 13, th 


men were loaded into French bo 


^ cars for a long trip to Ornans 
9 France, near the Swiss border. 


One historian records the ar 


Dixon's Peacetime Guard Becomes 


l at Ornans on the evening 


f June 15: 
"We pitched our shelter tents 
nd slept comfortable in spite of 
u rain which continued nearly 
II night. 
The next day. motor 


rucks transported 
the battery 


Etray, a small hamlet about 


2 miles further up in the moun- 
uns. 
The entire regiment was 


uartered in a number of small 
illagcs in this neighborhood." 
After intensive training in the 
se of French 155 mm. howitzers 
nd other new 
warfare 
equip- 


nent, the men were issued cais- 
ons, 
wagon, 
rolling 
kitchens, 


/ater carts, horses, harness, sad- 
le equipment and gas masks in 
(reparation for the move to the 
ront. 


.Move to Front 


On the evening of August J5, 


he regiment started for its posi- 
ion at the front. Capt. Lloyd G. 
Lewis, writing in "The War His- 
ory of Lee County," says of that 
eventful night: 


"This night march will long be 


emembered by us all. As we ap- 
proached the front, we could see 
n the distance the signal lights 
and rockets which were a marked 
feature of night warfare, and the 
sheet lightning flash of artillery. 
Just about dawn' the 
regiment 


passed through the deserted vil- 
lage of Boucq and passed about 
a mile farther on into a large tim- 
ber known as Boucq Woods. There 
was much difficulty and confu- 
sion in getting the heavy guns and 
\\agons off the road and into the 
timber and concealment. 
It was 


our first experience 
at conceal- 


ment and camouflage, 
and 
we 


often smiled as we thought of it 
in the days that followed, when, 
after a little experience, we were 
able to move the regiment into a 
piece of timber and conceal it in 
about 15 minutes,,'.' 


No-Man's Lund 


From the Boucq 
Woods, the 


troops moved up to the Forest de 
la Reine and prepared for the 
big drive which was launched on 
the morning of Sept. 12, 1918. At 
one o'clock in the morning every 


Coss Dairy Begins 
Operation in ,1917 


For 33 years Coss Dairy has 


served Dixon and the surrounding 
area by providing high quality 
dairy products. 


The dairy, located at 112 Everett 


street, is owned and managed by 
Leslie and Harold'Coss. The com- 
pany now occupies a cement block 
building, completed In 1921, and at 
which 18 people are employed. 


Included among the dairy prod- 


ucts offered by the company are 
high quality ice creams. Services 
includq home deliveries and whole- 
sale distribution within a 30-mile 
area. 


The c o m p a n y maintains a 


creamery in Polo to ^ serve the 
Ogle county area. 


Coss Dairy is a member of the 


Illinois Dairy Products association 
and the Milk Industry Foundation. 


Dixon Is Homefront Center 
For Lee County During War 


As the county seat and center of population, Dixon be- 


came the focal point of all war work carried on in Lee county 
immediately after the declaration of hostilities. 
All war 


drives were directed from Dixon and the city assumed the job 
of raising the greater share of the county's quotas. 


Dixon's first full realization that war was imminent 


A Part of Nation's Wartime Army 


, 
, 
F 
Artillery and was later sent overseas. 
_____ 


War Mothers 
Formed in 1917 


gun on the American side opened 
fire on the German trenches and 
continued firing until five o'clock 
in the morning when the infantry 
went over the top and crossed 
No-Man's-Land, preceded 
by 
a 


number of tanks. 


The attack 
was a 
complete 


surprise and all through that day 
and the following one, the Ger- 
mans continued to retreat before 
the American infantr; and artil- 
lery. The objective was reached 
on the second day of battle ajid 
2.000 prisoners and 150 cannons 


were taken. 


From 
this 
engagement, 
the 


Lroops received orders to march 
westward to the Argonne area to 
take part in the offensive planned 
in that sector. The drive started 
on 
Sept 
26 
and 
continued 


through October and the first part 
ot November. This was the bat- 
tle which finally 
brought 
the 


Kaiser to ask for an armistice. 


Regiment Is Relieved 


The regiment was relieved on 


Oct 12 and ordered to march to 
the rear for rest and re-equip- 


MILLIONS 


ment. 
After two weeks rest the 


outfit marched to Souilly and was 
transported by railway to Vig- 
nory. From there the men march- 
ed, uphill most of the way, to 
Doulaincourt and many of the men 
were quartered 
at 
nearby Sou- 


court. 
When the armistice was 


signed on Nov. II. the regiment 
joined with the villages in a gen- 
eral celebration. 


En route back to the United 


States, the troops arrived at Brest 
on May 2 and sailed on the U. S. 
S America 'on May 
16. The 


transport arrived at Hobokcn on 
May 24. The men were mustered 
out at Camp Grant, 111. on June 
7 and the next morning automo- 
biles from Dixon arrived to bring 
the men home. 


OF 


CHI 


f 


• Sold to Over 
3000 


Satisfied Customers 


In Just 16 Short Years!! 


Dixon in 
Wartime 


That's right! To more than 3,000 sat- 
isfied customers we have delivered 
several millions of top quality, vital- 
ity packed, egg-bred chicks. The 
ever increasing number of chicks 
delivered each year gives us assur- 
ance and confidence when we say 
"Our Chicks Do Better Because They 
Are Better". When you book~your 
order with us you will be sure of 
'tops' in production capacity. 


We are proud to parallel our prog- 
ress with that of the Telegraph over 
the past 16 years. To our customers 
goes our heartfelt gratitude for the 
part they have taken in this progress. 
We earnestly hope that they will 
continue to favor us with their busi- 
ness. New customers will be wel- 
comed and treated in such a way 
that we feel sure they, top, will favor 
us with their 'repeat' business. 


-OUR CHICKS DO BETTER BECAUSE THEY ARE BETTER" 
DIXON HATCHERY 


THE HATCHERY OF PERSONAL SERVICE 


Phone 3-9941 
C. PAULSEN, Prop. 
Corner River & Hennepin 


(Dixon Evening Telegraph. 19") 
v 
• * * 


RED CROSS FUND 


(July 7, 1917)—The Red Cross 


campaign in Dixon closed brilliant- 
ly today with the sum asked over- 
subscribed by an i n d e f i n i t e 
amount. 
Several big donations 


were received by the committee 
today which brought the grand 
total up considerably. 
(H was 


later established the fund was §2,- 
629 over the goal). 
• * • 


HOME GUARDS 


(July 10, 1917—A movement 


for the organization of a com- 
pany of local militia for state 
police service, under the plan 
recommended by the State Coun- 
cil of Defense, ha* bwn started 
In this city and a number of 
prominent men have talked the 
matter up. • • • 


K. OF C. WAR FUND 


(July 13, 1917)—Dixon members 


of the Knights of Columbus have 
been notified of a recent action of 
the -head officials of the order, 
calling upon each member to con- 
tribute $2 or more toward a fund 
for the erection and maintenance 
of recreation camps in the army 
and to defray the expenses of ex- 
tra chaplains. It is believed that 
the Dixon Council, with its 144 
members will raise nearly $1,000. 
• * • 


FIRST DRAFTEE 


(July 20. 1917)—Forest Dool- 


rn Hopkins of Amboy, serial No. 
258, heads the list of Lee county 
registrants who must appear be- 
fore the exemption board. The 
quota for the county Is 346. 
• • • 


FOR COMPANY G 


(July 27, 1917)—The success of 


the movement to raise a comfort 
fund for the boys of Company G 
was assured early in the day when 
the patronage at the exchange ba- 
zaar in the Countrymman build- 
ing had far exceeded the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine work- 
ers. 
• • • 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 


(Aug. 2, 1917)—By 4 o'clock 


this afternoon, according to the 
rate work Is going in the draft 
headquarters in the courthouse 
in Dixon, the first day's quota 
of 115 men will have been ex- 
amined for physical disability 


The Lee county chapter of the 


American War 
Mothers 
organ- 


ized on Sept. 19, 1917, with 250 
mothers of World War 1 veterans 
as members, through the efforts 
ot Mrs. Mahlon Forsyth of Dixon. 


First president of the chapter 


was Mrs. E. L. Kllng, and the 
group prepared articles and medi- 
cal supplies for soldiers. 


The organization also planted 


a maple 
tree 
in 
Haymarket 


Square at one of three state con- 
ventions of the war mothers that 
have been held in Dixon. In 1946 
the group furnished a room at the 
KSB hospital. 


Dixon mothers who have served 


as state president of the War 
Mothers have been Mrs, Viola 
Strub, Mrs. Clea Bunnell and Mrs. 
Lottie 
Sandberg, 
and 
several 


other members of the local chap- 
ter have held state offices. Chap- 
ter members at present holding 
state offices are Mrs. Mabel Fenn 
of Amboy, stale historian, and 
Mrs. Strub, state hospitalization 
chairman. 


came when its militia company, 
Company 
G. 
Illinois 
National 


Guard, was called Into service for 
guard duty at Rock Island on Mar. 
27, 1917. The company left Dixon 
under the command of Capt E. J. 
Soper. 


After sen-Ice at Rock Island and 


East St. Louis, and a training pe- 
riod at Houston, Texas, the unit 
became Battery C, 123rd U. S. 
Heavy Artillery on Sept. 15th. The 
following May, the company was 
sent overseas. The company re- 
turned to Dixon on June 12, 1919, 
after having been mustered out at 
Camp Grant. 


Dixon's first war meeting was 


held on the evening of April 4, 
1917, two days before the United 
States declared war on Germany. 
It was a rousing meeting held In 
the opera house, with Col. W. B. 
Brlnton presiding. 
Speakers in- 


cluded Capt. Charles Frisby, Maj. 
Sam Gushing. Attorney John E. 
Erwln and Rev. E. C. Lumsden, 
pastor of the First Methodist 
church. 


Flags Fly Everywhere 


The declaration of war two days 


later was received in Dixon with 
quiet solemnity, but with a firm 
determination to see the struggle 
through to the end. Flags were 
flying everywhere in the city on 
April 2, 1917, when President Wil- 
son made his memorable address 
to congress and these flags kept 
the 
spirit of patriotism 
alive 


throughout the entire war. 


Many prominent speakers and 


famed organizations visited Dixon 
during the war and at one of the 
first publib meetings held at As- 
sembly park, the Paulist choir 
gave a concert for Red Cross bene- 
fit on June 27th. Judge Kcnesaw 
Mountain Landls, fearless and pa- 
triotic Judge of Chicago, visited 
Dixon on June 29th to speak in be- 
half of the Red Cross. A large 
Dixon audience heard Capt. Hugh 
Knyvett of the Australian army 
and veteran of the battlefield, on 
Dec. 20th. 
His graphic stories 


of the horrors of war war had a 
profound effect on his listeners 
who, until then, had only a weak 
conception of what the actual life 
In the trenches was like. His talk 
here was under the auspices of the 
Woman's -Committee Council of 
National Defense. 


During the Fourth Liberty Loan 


campaign, the Jackie band of 
Great Lakes Naval Training sta- 
tion gave a concert at a great 
mass meeting at the Nachusa ho- 
tel. 
Speakers on that occasion 


were D. E. Shanahan, speaker of 
the Illinois House of Representa- 
tives, and Judge Fenton W. Booth, 
of Washington, D. C. 


On April 16, 1919, preceding the 


Victory Loan campaign, the Unit- 
ed States war exhibit train visited 
Dixon, 
bringing for 
exhibition 


many of the grim 
Implements 


which were used in beating back 
the Huns. 


held memorial services for the war 
dead. 


Dixon Schools In Wartime- 


Pupils of Dixon schools heard 


the call for greater food produc- 
tion on April 24, 1917. when the 
school 
garden 
movement 
was 


started by the Junior chamber ot 
Commerce. Hundreds of new gar- 
dens were planted that year, ad- 
ding materially to the supply of 
food. In January, 1918, during the 
coal shortage, students took up the 
slogan, "Save a shovel a day" ana 
helped to relieve the suffering 
throughout the country during the 
cold weather. Thrift stamp clubs 
were formed In all schools. 


For the Soldiers' Comfort 


All Lee county soldiers who left 


for their training camps from 
Dixon were presented with comfort 
kits, the work of the Red Cross 
and other patriotic orders. Special 
funds for soldiers provided ''spend- 
ing money" and reception^ were 
held throughout the city to wish 
the departing men success. 


ALLIED BAZAAR 


Under the auspices of the Wom- 


an's Committee Council of Nation- 
al Defense', the Allied Bazaar was 
held in Dixon the week of March 
2 to 9, 1918. 
Items were sold at 


auction and the money used for 
soldier benefits. A handkerchief 
donated by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson 
sold for $14 during the auction. 
OTHER WARTIME ACTIVmES 


The first campaign for the sale 


of War Savings Stamps was con- 
ducted beginning Dec. 3,1917. with 
William F. Hogan as chairman. 
On June 13, 1918, Dixon township 
was assigned a quota of $140,250 
In war savings stamps and the 
amount was quickly subscribed. 


Conservation, one of the slogans 


during the war, was observed by 
nearly all of Dixon's citizens. Food 
conservation was first asked and 
the first meatless day was ob- 
served on Oct. 30. 1917. It was es- 
timated that 500 pounds of meat 
was saved on this day alone. Pork- 
less days and fuel conservation 
were other contributing factors in 
the campaign. 
Gaslcss Sundays 


Membership Restricted 


• The membership is restricted to 
mothers of World War I veterans. 
Mrs. Carrie Stitzel and Mrs. Strub 
are the only present members who 
attended the first meeting. Mrs. 
Etta Baker is the only living gold 
star mother. 


The present 15 members of the 


local chapter'of the War Mothers 
meet on the first and third Fri- 
days of each month in the home 
01 Mrs. Strub. 


Officers are: President, Mrs. Et- 


ta Baker; vice 
president, 
Mrs. 


Mary Brooks of Grand Detour; 


Mrs. 
Viola 
Strub; 


Mrs. Lottie Sandberg; 
Mrs. 
Sadie 
Schwab; 


chaplain.' Mrs. Winnifred Edous; 
and parliamentarian, 
Mumford. 


secretary, 
treasurer, 
historian, 


Mrs. Belle 


and accepted or rejected. (Twen- 
ty-four out of 115 were rejected. 


» 
* 
* 


"SEE YOU IN FRANCE" 
(Aug. 15. 1917)—Lee county's 


four officers in the United States 
Army Reserve, Lieuts. Paul R. 
Mossholdcr, Norman E. Sterling, 
Fred N. Vaughan and T. Jason 
Miller 
who won their commis- 


sions at the officers' 
training 


camp and Fort Sheridan, today, 
with almost 3,000 others who en- 
tered the camp three months ago 
as civilians, stood at attention be- 
fore Col. William J. Nicholson, 
commandant of the camp, and re- 
ported for duty in the 
United 


States army. "See you in France" 
was the call throughout the camp 
as the men prepared for their 
army oath. 
• • • 


FIRST MEN REPORT 


(Aug. 31, 1917)—Eleven men 


were called to report to the lo- 
cal board for shipment to Camp 
Grant at Rockford on Sept. 5. 
They were: John L. Guffey, Am- 
boy; Bert Frederick Davl». Am- 
hoy; William Bulford Ferguson, 
Dixon; Harold L. Spencer, Dix- 
on; Joachim Prwrtegaard, Le«; 
Harry William Hogan, Dixon; 
Modrlc Huiwey, Franklin Grove; 
Everett Chase Dntcher, Dixon; 
Jamo* Edwin Sterling, Dixon; 
(Continued on page 15, Sec. I). 


RED CROSS WORK 


As soon as the war began, the 


Dixon chapter of the Red Cross 
responded to calls for funds, knit- 
ted garments, comfort kits and 
other articles. A membership drive 
with a goal of 1,000 was started 
on April 24, 1917, and the commit- 
tee directing the work Included 
George C. Dixon, Tim Sullivan, W. 
W. Gilbert, R. W. Thompson and 
B. F. Downing. On May 14th of 
the same year, the Dixon chapter 
merged with the Lee county or- 
ganization and W. B. Brinton was 
elected president. 


The first Red Cross drive for 


money ended on July 7, with a sub- 
scription of $12,629. which was 
$2,629 above the pre-established 
quota. 


Dixon more than met Its quotas 


in each drive and in 1918 the quota 
of $9,552 was subscribed on the 
first day of the campaign by vol- 
untary subscriptions. 


LIBERTY LOAN CAMPAIGN 
Dixon subscribed $230,000 by 


personal subscription and with the 
assistance of the banks during the 
First Liberty Loan, and in the sec- 
ond loan drive, the quota had been 
met and oversubscribed by $36,350 
within a little more than a week 
for a total of $427,350. 


Edward Vaile was chairman of 


the campaign and a parade and 
mass meeting was held on Liberty 
Day, October 24th. The Third and 
Fourth Liberty loan drives were 
also met in record time and the 
final Victory drive was oversub- 
scribed within one day. 


YMCA ACTIVITIES 


The Dixon YMCA took an active 


part in all the war work of the 
city by assisting in the fund-rais- 
ing campaigns and collecting nec- 
essary relief Items, 


Several of those connected with 


the management staff of the asso- 
ciation participate^ in overseas 
work. 


Dixon Churches In Wartime 
Churches of Dixon, without ex- 


ception, took up the war work with 
great success immediately 
after 


the declaration of hostilities. The 
first united action was taken on 
April 15, 1917, when a union serv- 
ice was held to raise money to send 
workers to Prance. Farewell serv- 
ices were held for those departing 
for overseas and when there were 
report* of CAsutlUes, th* churche* 


during the summer of 1918 were 
generally observed. 


The Dixon library conducted a 


drive in September, 1917, for books 
for servicemen and In this cam- 
paign a total of $153 wns raised 
to purchase books. Later the libra- 
ry helped In the distribution of 
many booklets pertaining to food, 
thrift and economy. 
v 
The City of Dixon, through Its 


city commission, took an active 
part in the war work with procla- 
mations for fuel and food conser- 
vation and with resolutions of pa- 
triotic endeavors. 


DIXON HOME GUARDS 


After the departure of Company 


G, a movement was started to 
raise a company of home guards 
to perform such service as would 
be required. The Dixon company 
of the reserve militia wns organ- 
ized Nov. 19. 1917, with Louis 
Pitcher as chairman of a member- 
ship committee of fourteen. Tom 
Richards was selected as first cap- 
tain. Later he wns succeeded by 
Sam Gushing, and upon the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Gushing to major 
of the Sixth Regiment. I. R. M., 
Lieutenant Fruln was promoted to 
captain. 
The company was accepted by 


the state on Feb. 25. 1918, when it 
had 40 enlisted men, and on April 
9th was mustered into state serv- 
ice by General Wells of Springfield. 
'Goodbye, Dixon; 
Goodnight Kaiser' 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 21, 


1917)—Subscribing whole-hearted- 
ly to the banner carried by Urban 
O'Malley, one of their number, In- 
scribed 
"Goodby 
Dixon. 
Good 


Night Kaiser," Lee county's second 
contingent of honored patriots to 
the national army cantonment at 
Camp Grant left this city Thurs- 
day amid a patriotic demonstra- 
tion which has not been approach- 
ed in magnitude since '98, when 
Company G left for service in the 
Spanish-American war. 


The parade was truly Inspiring. 


Led by the Chamber of Commerce 
band, directed by L. W. Mitchell 
as marshal of the day, and escort- 
ed by a number of veterans of the 
Civil war, Ladies of the W. R. C., 
and scores of citizens, honor boya 
marched through throngs of cheer- 
ing from the Elks club to the 
Northwestern passenger staton. 


"BEE HIVE" BUZZES 


(Evening Telegraph, July 19, 


1917)—Elchler Brothers this morn- 
Ing announced the enlargement of 
their business which will result in 
the occupation of a store room 
across the street from their pres- 
ent store, in addition to the two 
floors and basement of the Be* 
Hive. 


CIRCUS FOLDS TENT 


(Evening 
Telegraph, July 
19, 


1917)—The Coop & Lent Enormous 
Shows, the circus organization 
which wintered in Dixon last win- 
ter, has gone on the rocks and U 
stranded in Peawjrlvanla. 
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1918... Verses Relieve Tension of War 


Armistice Celebration 
Dixon celebrated the advent of peace on Nov. 11, 


1918, in a manner which equalled that of any other city 
in the nation on that historic date. 


The news came shortly after 2 o'clock on the morn- 


ing of the llth after a night of great tension and wait- 
•ing. Soon after the news was flashed on the wires 
across the cpuntry, the Dixon Evening Telegraph had 
special extra editions on the streets with full details of 
the armistice. 


When the news finally came, factory whistles, loco- 


motives and every known noise-producer that could be 
found added to the joyful din. 


By daylight the whole city was aware of the glad 


tidings and the streets were crowded with celebrants. 


In the afternoon, after President Wilson had an- 


nounced to congress the terms of the armistice, a gigan- 
tic parade was formed in the downtown streets and was 
in progress for more than an hour. 


Factories were closed and their delegations added 


to the line of march that stretched through the city's 
streets. 
4-H Clubs Set High Goals 
For County's Rural Youth 


As early as 1918, the rural youth of Lee county were 


actively engaged in project work in cooperation with the Ex- 
tension Service of the University of Illinois and the Lee 
County Farm and Home Bureaus. It was in that year that 
the first annual Pig club sale was planned and it was from 
this beginning that the county's 4-H club developed. 


The history of 4-H club work 


steir.s from the extension work 
done by James -H. Greene with 
the youth of the state. 
Mr. 


Greene started his work in 1915 
and his first plan was to organ- 
ize the young farmers along the 
same lines as the adult groups. 


The pig club of 1918 was one 


of the first results of this plan. 
Swine projects were popular at 
that 
time 
and 
almost 
every 


member had a sow and litter for 
his first year's project. 
A fall 


sale was held in November in 
Dixon and 35 pigs were offered 
and sold at prices ranging from 
540 to $320. 


The popularity and success of 


this group resulted in a member- 
ship of 110 members by 1919 and 
in October of that year another 
sale was held In Dixon. 


Demonstrations at Fairs 


In addition to the pig clubs. 


tht» junior groups participated at 
the county fair with demonstra- 
tions and showing of animals. 


Beginning in 1920, considerable 


emphasis was placed on the or- 
ganization 
of local 4-H 
clubs 


throughout 
the state and the 


first clubs in Lee county held 
their initial meetings late In that 
same year. 
There 
were then 


only 28 clubs in the state, six of 
them in Lee county. 


The East Inlet club, 'the first 


to be fully organized in' the coun- 
ty, consisted mainly of sow and 
litter projects and practiced ed- 
ucational methods somewhat sim- 
ilar to those of present day clubs. 


During the period 1915-22, the 


work with juniors had been in a 
separate division of the exten- 
sion service, but in 1922, it be- 
came a part of the regular adult 
extension 
program 
and 
was 


placed under the supervision of 
the state leader and farm and 
home advisers. 


Goals Are Established 


As the 4-H club was formed, 


certain goals and ideals were es- 
tablished. 
A 4-H club Is a group 


of 
young people organized 
to 


work and play under the guid- 


ance of a leader in order to de- 
velop 
good 
citizenship, 
sound 


intelligence, high 
moral stand- 


ards, 
better 
health 
and ,good 


fellowship. 


To accomplish thefc goals, each 


member is required to complete 
minimum requirements in certain 
phases of the work. 
A member 


must enroll in at least one proj- 
ect and complete the work along 
with keeping accurate records. 
The member must also exhibit at 
the local or county fair. 


Members are honored locally, 


on* the state level, and nationally 
according to the merit of the 
work accomplished. 


Also included in the 4-H club 


program arc many health proj- 
ects, and demonstrations in home- 
making 
or 
farming. 
Often 


contests are sponsored by local 
organizations. 


In Lcc county there are 15 


clubs. 
Membership reached 
its 


peak in 1949 with 290. Arthur 
Seeds, assistant farm adviser, is 
In charge of the county clubs. 


The present clubs and officers 


are as follows: 


Ambitious 
Aggie.*: 
Clarence 


Holstlaw, 
Amboy, leader; Wil- 


liam C. Kesscll. junior leader. 


-Vshton Aces: Eugene Kaccker. 


Asliton, leader; Eugene Beckert, 
junior leader. 


Blue Ribbon Special: 
Milford 


Cruse, Franklin Grovo. loader; 
Delbcrt Schafcr, junior leader. 


China's Helpers and Workers: 


Donald Petric, , Franklin Grove, 
leader; 
Dclbert Schafer. junior 


leader. 


East Grove Cubs: Richard Loh- 


sc, Harmon, leader. 


Eldcna Wonder Workers: How- 


ard Bothc and John A. Bothe. 
Dixon R 4, leaders. 


Hamilton 
Go-Getters: 
Loron 


Hoge, Harmon, leader; Don Bran- 
denbcrg, junior leader. 


Nachusa 
Nighlhawkft.: 
Bruce 


R. Stouffer and M. F. Gonner- 
nian, Dixon R. 3, leaders. 


Nelson 
Knockouts: 
Wilbur 


Ransom and 
Russell 
Hallquist, 
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ENDS-ARMISTICE WAS SIGNED BY THE 


AT MID-NIGHT-HOSTILITIES CEASE 


5 O'CLOCK THIS MORNING, DIXON TIME 


(BY ASSOCIATED PRESS LEASED WIRE.) 


Washington, Nov. 11.—The world war will end this 


morning at six o'clocfc, Washington time—5 a. m. Dixon 
time. The armistice was signed by the German repre- 
sentatives at mid-night. 


TI1C ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE VERBALLY BY AN OFFICIAL OF THE STATEDEPARTMENT IN THIS FORM: 


••THH AI5IMSTICE HAS BEEN SIGNED. 
IT WAS SIGNED ATS A. M. PARIS TIME ANDHOSTILITIES WILL CEASE AT 11 O'CLOCK 


1'ARIS TIME." (S A. M. DIXON TIME. 


(BY ASSOCIATED PRESS LEASED WIRE.) 


WASHINGTON,D.C.,NOV. 11.—THE ARMISTICE TERMS HAVE BEEN SIGNED BY GERMANY, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF THE 


UNITED STATES ANNOUNCED THIS MORN ING AT 2:45 O'CLOCK. -THERE WAS NO ANNOUNCEMENT AS TO WHETHER HOSTILITIES 
HAD CEASUD OR THE HOUR AT WHICH THEY WOULD CEASE. 
THE STATE DEPART MENT SIMPLY SAID, "THE ARMISTICE HAS 


BCEN SIGNED." 


THE PASSING OF THE 


"BEAST OF BERLIN" 


What is thi* 


VICTORY 


worth to you? 


Help the 


HOYS >V1IO WON IT 


Ity SuIiHcriliinir 


Vour (Juola of the 


UMTi:il IVAIE WOKK 


FUND 


at Ynllr Ynlinie I'latc 


TODAY 


FEEL SURE ARMISTICE 
TERMS BOTTLE GERMANY 


Wathmftton, Nov. > 1.—The termt of the »rmit. 


lice, it wat announced, will not be made public 
until later. Military men, fi«re, however; regard- 
ed it a* certain tliat they include:' 
| 
Immediate retirement of the German military 


force* from France, Belgium and Altace-Lor 
raine. 


Ditarmament and demobiliation of the Ger* 


man army. 


Occupation by the aJlie* and American force* 


of tuch *tr«tegic points in Germany a» will make 
imponuble « renewal of hoitilitici. 


Delivery of part of (he German high »eu fleet 


and a certain number of submarine! to the alliea 
and American naval forces. 


Disarmament of all other German warihip. 


under the supervision of the allies and American 
navy, which will guard them. 


Occupation of the principal German. naval 


b»ic» by sea force* of the victorious nations. 


Release of allied and American soldiers, sail, 


ors and civilians held prisoner in Germany with- 
out >uch reciprocal action by the associated gov- 
ernments. 


There was no intimation as to the circum- 


stances under which the armistice was signed, 
but «ince the German courier did not reach Ger- 
man military headquarters until 10 o'clock yes- 
terday morning, French time, it was generally as- 
sumed here that the German envoys within the 
French lines had been instructed by wireless to 
sign the terms. 


Forty-seven hours had been required for the 


(Continued on page 4, column 6.) 


Dixon R. 2, leaders. 


Palmyra 
Hillbillies: 
Raymond 


E. Lair, Dixon R. 1, Icndor. 


Stcwaid Hot Rods: Jefferson 


Kemper, West Brooklyn and G. 
Edwin Logan, Steward. leaders. 


Su')lctto 
'1-H: 
Robert 
Aycrs 


and Roland Williams, lenders. 


Swamp Aces: George Warner 


and 
Berthal 
Dennis, 
Ashton, 


eaders. 


Tiger 
Alleys: Frank 
Adams, 


Dixon R. 3, leader. 


Wyoming Indians: Dale O. Da- 


vison 
and 
Carl 
R. 
Rylander, 


nw Paw, lenders. 


1 


21 


THROUGH 


YEARS 


of 


The Dixon Flying Service and R. O. "Reinie" 
Schnell has progressed with Dixon and avi- 
ation for the past 21 years. 
During these 21 years the Dixon. Flying 
Service has instructed over 1500 pilots, flown 
over 275,000 air miles in chartered .flights, 
and has increased in size from 1 airplane to 
3 airplanes, now in use for both charter and 
instruction. 


DIAL 3-5648 FOR INFORMATION 


ON ANY SERVICE OFFERED 


Your Inquiries Will Receive Prompt 


Attention Without Obligation 


Flight'Training Loading to Private 


Pilot Liccnsn 


Commercial Pilot License 


Instructors Rating 
Instrument Rating 


Spraying - Charters - Rides 


CHARTER FLIGHTS 


DIXON FLYING SERVICE 


R. O. SCIINKLL, MKr. 


Dixon Municipal Airport. 
, 
Pl,onft 3.5643 


7,525 County Men Serve 


Lee county furnished a total of approximately 1,525 


men for service in the various branches of the armed 
services during World War I. 


Of this number about 100 went from Company G, 


6th Infantry Illinois National Guard, afterward Battery 
C, 123rd Field Artillery, and about 500 enlisted in the 
Army and Navy before enlistments were forbidden. 


Through the agency of the local board, 925 men 


were inducted into service from the several towns of 
Lee county as follows: Alto, 30: Amboy, 87; Ashton, 
45; Bradford, 11: Brooklyn, 45; China, 43; Dixon, 382; 
East Grove, 11: Hamilton, 18: Harmon, 23: Lee Center, 
14; Marion, 16; May, 13; Nachusa. 11; Nelson. 37; Pal- 
myra, 20; Reynolds, 23: South Dixon, 15: Sublctte, 22; 
Viola, 18; Willow Creek, 23, and Wyoming, 38. 


More than 50 men died in action or from wounds or 


diseases, dui-ing and shortly after the war. 


=SINCE 1945 


We have been serving the 
\ 


people in Dixon and 


vicinify with the best 
i 


in furnifure remodeling, 


UPHOLSTERY and NEW FURNITURE 


Looking back over these 
six short years of service, 
built on reputable dealing, 
we are 
proud of 
our 


achlcvments in catering 
to the people not only in 
Dixon but. in the sur- 
rounding communities. To 
the fine people of Dixon 
and vicinity our pledge is 
to continue our fine public 
relations and our same 
high quality work 
and 


merchandise. 


KITSON'S 


FURNITURE and UPHOLSTERY SHOP 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
PHONE 3-4643 


Teddy Included 
On Lecture List 


Attractions for the Rock Kiver 


Lutheran Assembly at Dixon from 
July 27 to Aug. 11, 1918, included: 
Lectures—Dr. Stanley Krebs. Mrs. 
Alice Hyatt Mather, Dr. Camtlcn 
M. Coburn, Ex-President Theodore 
Roosevelt, Sen. James J. Barbour, 
Sgt. Bernard S. Wolff, William 
Forkell, Charles "H. Plattenburg 
and Sir John Foster Fraser. 


Musical companies and enter- 


tainers — G o f o r t h ' s orcncstra. 
American Concert company, Pag- 
eant of the Book of Job, Stock- 
holm Concert company, Hiawatha 
Indians, Harry Bennett and Cana- 
dian Quartet, Illinois Centennial 
Day, 
Fairchild Ladies' Quartet, 


Montague Light Opera company, 
Ralph 
Bingham 
and 
Christine 


Giles company, Paramount Enter- 
tainers, Margery Maxwell, Liberty 
Belles, municipal band and orches- 
tra, Amboy community chorus and 
moving pictures. 


AVIATOR ARRIVES 


(Evening Telegraph, April 17, 


1918)—Lt. B. Frank Dpwning of 
the U. S. Aviation Corps, arrived 
home unexpectedly last night for 
a brief visit. Frank has been in 
command of a squadron for several 
months. 


'Who's Who' Column Brings 
Laughs as Poet Pokes Fun 


Shortly after the close of Worl 


War I in 1918. there arrived in 
Dixon one Claude S. Moss, wh 
tarried a few weeks on the staf 
of The Evening Telegraph an 
•./ith delightful bits of doggerel lef 
many a Dixon ego squirming or 
his facile pen. 


Offering his rollicking rhyme 


under the heading, "Who's Who in 
Dixon," Funnyman Moss left read 
ers guffawing and back-slapping 
as they saw a neighbor impale< 
upon 
a 
shaft .of 
mis-matchec 


meter, or deflated with a pointet 
paragraph from Moss' bag of pota 
to patch philosophy. 


The unique trademark of th 


daily "Who's Who" column writ 
ten by this barnstorming bard wa: 
a 
one-column 
photo, 
differen 


each day, and presumably of an 
unidentified 
Dixon citizen. The 


catch was that the subject of each 
photo was always turned awaj 
from the camera, giving reader 
only a view of the back of his 
head. 


During Moss' stay here, his bois 


terous humor was received will 
delight by the citizens of a com 
munity only lately released from 
the tension and austerity of 
great war. and each reader had a 
hearty laugh at his fellow while 
ruefully awaiting his own turn as 
victim of one of the fun-poking 
verses. 


Some of them included: 


Huh! 


A real good cook is Fred Hull, by 


Gee! 


He's for you tooth and nail; 


But I know very well that he 


Can't make a rabbit quail. 


Help! 


When Bcnnie Snyder throws a fit 
His friends are very glad of it; 
It doesn't harm him a bit— 
In fact, it is a Bennie-fit. 


Don't Shoot! 


A hose just plays upon the fire, 
Though Dixon firemen toil like 


Turks: 


The hose sure takes it easy 


While the City Water Works. 


O! 


A girl on Third street is a flirt, 


you bet, 
->• 


She wants to make a catch: 


I know she doesn't smoke, and yet 


She'd like to strike a match. 


Bachelor 


Joe Vaile, a bachelor, is afraid to, 


He dodges all Dixon sisters; 


He won't exchange his single bliss 


For their matrimonial blisters. 


Fooe.v! 


heard Louis Knicl gently say 
To old man Grocer Glee: 


"Those eggs you sold me yesterday 


Were rather strong and elderly." 


A Clock Is Sometime*' Slow 


She wears a clock on her stock- 


ings— 


J. E. Young saw it when she 


passed, 


But this is not a sign, my boy, 


That she is a bit fast. 


Betcha Boot!*! 


A woman's smarter than a man, 


"I'll agree," said Frank Burke, 


"by Junk, 


She sticks more in a handbag than 


Any man can in a trunk." 


Safety First 


!. E. Mossholder kissed her on the 


cheek, 


It seemed a harmless' frolic; 


He was laid up for a week— 


They say, with painter's colic. 


We Dare You 


Dixon girls who know how to kiss, 


John Vaile wants to know it, 


Or if any of you think you know 


how to kiss 


I dare you to see him and show 


it. 


They Don't Hafta 


The good old days are with the 


past," 


Remarked E. J. Ferguson with a 


thud. 


•The girls no longer lift their 


skirts 


To keep them from the mud." 


Wuntt Come* to Wnrst 


Emil Ncff was much in love; 


His very soul was in a whirl; 


He took Miss Wiener in his arms 


The 


Foundation 
for Better 


Living 


We haven't been in business for 
100 years, no not even 25 years, 
but we have served you for 5 
years offering you a foundation 
for better living with the finest in 
cement blocks. 
ELLER & WILLEY 


BLOCK CO. 


CEMENT BLOCKS • WINDOWS - CEMENT PAINT 
Palmyra Avenue 
Phone 2-6214 


For he never sausage a girl. 


Three's a Crowd 


Once in the parlor there were 


• three— 


His girl, a parlor lamp and he; * 


W. L. Covert said: "Two's com- 


pany, without doubt," 


And so the parlor lamp went 


out. 


Ouch! 


Chas. Crombie got an awful shock! 


Gee Whiz! 


He's sore as if pinched with ice 


hooks; 


He found out that electricity is 


A great deal stronger than It: 


looks. 


Has an Excuse 


W. H. Fleming who owns a car 


As all high rollers must, 


No matter what his troubles are 


Can always raise the dust. 


Whec! 


Life is real, life is earnest, 


And the grave is not its goal; 


This winter L. W. Newcomer hasj 


furnaced 


Nearly 18 tons of coal. 


Dixon Blanketed 
By Big Blizzard 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 
7, 


1918)—Dixon, with the entire mid- 
dle1 west, today is engaged in shov- 
eling itself out from the worst 
blizzard in many years, which 
swept over the section Saturday 
night and all day Sunday, paralyz- 
ing street car and steam road traf- 
fic tying up cars and hampering 
farmers in the delivery of their 
rnilk to the milk factory. 


The government instrument in- 


dicates seven inches of snow fell 
and the northwest gale piled the 
wet, heavy snow into drifts, some 
of them six or seven feet deep. 


By 5 o'clock Saturday afternoon 


all street traffic was either com- 
pletely tied up or was moving with 
extreme difficulty. The S. D. & 
E. was forced to abandon efforts 
to operate its cars, taxicabs and 
autos were stuck in snow drifts 
and it was all horses could do 
to {lull light vehicles through the 
streets. 
Doctors were forced to 


make their calls afoot. 


Borrow, Bryan Talk 
At Meetings Here 


Clarence Darrow, famous crim- 


inal attorney, opened llhe Third 
Liberty Loan campaign at tho 
Opera House in Dixon on March 
22, 1918, and less than a week 
atcr, William Jennings Bryan, 
several times a candidate for pres- 
dent on the Democratic ticket, 
spoke in the interest of liquor pro- 
hibition, on March 28, 1918. 


The two famous men of their 


day were to take opposite sides 
of the platform in the celebrated 
Scopes "monkey" trial in Tennes- 
see in the 1920s, to receive nation- 
wide publicity. 


Ladies Responsible 
For 'Dry' Election 


Evening 
Telegraph, 
April 3, 


1918)—Old John Barleycorn and 
ils companions, light wine and 
ager Jacer, were shown in a most 
convincing manner yesterday that 
Jiey are not welcome In Dixon 
township, for of the 3,986 votes 
cast, 2,796 were against the li- 
censed saloon, and 1,190 favoring 


The women of Dixon are respon- 


sible for the overwhelming victory 
of th<s drys. 


Ulerk Appreciates 
Wrecker's Courtesy 


(Evening Telegraph, May 24, 


918)—County Clerk Fred Dimick 
s looking for the autoist who drove 
nto the rear of his Olds Six as 
t stood in front of the Dixon 
Telephone building last evening, 
breaking off the tire carrier, tail 
ight and the license plate bracket. 


His search is instituted in order 


hat he may thank the wrecker 
or picking up the tire carrier and 
ire, placing them in the rear seat 
f the car and tying up the elec- 
ric wire to the tail light 


Irmy Returns 'Em 
If They Survive 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 
3, 


918)—R. C. Bovey, who has been 
eceiving field glasses from Dixon 
and Lee county people for the 
United States army, is anxious to 
get a few more sets this week. 


The government will pay $1 for 


the use of the glasses and will re- 
urn them to the owners If. they 
urvive the war. 


ARRIVE IN ENGLAND 


The Telegraph reported on May 


23, 1918, that Company M, with 
bout 50 Lee county men, had ar- 
ived In England. 


CIRCULATION CLIMBS 


The Telegraph announced it had 


cached 3,700 circulation on March 
6, 1018. 
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Postscript... 


Loyal Order of Moose Had 
SI Charter Members in 1911 


One of the symbols of the Loyal 


)rder of Moose which the Dixon 
,odge No. 727 values most is the 
barter hanging on the wall of the 
odge auditorium. 
The names of 


* initial members are inscribed 
in this document dated August 
.8. 1911. 


Throughout its -10 years, 
the 


Mxon lodge has been active in 
nany local affairs for the better- 
nent of the city. 


First in the thoughts of every 


rtoose is the "child city," Moosc- 
leart, where children who have 
ost one or both parents are cared 


»>'• 
- 
So strong was the faith of the 


'ounders of Mooseheart and so 
mique their dream, that 
thou- 


sands quickly joined in the great 
movement to build this- institu- 
.ion. 
In August, 1911. tfie char- 


.er members of the Dixon lodge 
loined the efforts to achieve this 
;oal. 
As the physical plant grew 


>n the banks of the Fox 
river, 


Illinois, the "child city" 
spread 


titil now Mooseheart is known 
lationally as a model city that 
:ombines 
vocational 
training, 


.horougrh 
education, 
citizenship 


ind religious training with friend 
[y surroundings. 


Reorganized In 1906 


The Loyal Order of Moose, since 


its reorganization in 1906, has be- 
some 
one of 
the largest 
and 


strongest fraternities in the world 
today. 
\ Throughout the English-speak- 
ing world are some 1500 Moose 
lodges having a total membership 
af nearly 1,000,000 men. The ma- 
terial values of 
the 
fraternity 


both in property and securities 
has grown until now its assets 
total m o r e 
than 
$80,000,000 


Through its lodges, the Moose fra- 
ternity has distributed more than 
$51,000,000 to its membership in 
sick and death benefits. 
Er Mooseheart, maintained for de 
pendent children of deceased mem- 
oers. represents an investment of 
$32,000,000. Within its 150 mod 
ern fireproof buildings, including 
homes, schools, stores and shops 
Mooseheart has maintained, train 
ed and educated a yearly averagi 
of 1,000 boys and girls. 


Moovhaven 


Mbosehaven, the "city of op 
ortunity," located -near Orangi 
ark, Florida, is maintained t 


provide a home for dependent aged 
Moose members and their wives 


Meetings of Dixon Lodge, No. 
27, are held each second and 
ourth Thursday of each month in 
he McNichols building. 


The Dixon lodge now has 328 


ncmbors and the present officers 
are: 


Ray Ommen, Governor; Gilvia 


\Viemkcn, Junior Governor; Glen 
Heaton, Prelate; George Weyant, 
Junior Past 
Governor; 
Harold 


imkins. Secretary; T h e o d o r e 


Stage, Treasurer; and Ralph John- 
son and Jack Kennaugh, Trustees. 


Dixon Fioral Shop 
Founded 40 years Ago 


"Flowers For Every Occasion" 


s the slogan of the Dixon Floral 
company located 'at 117 E. First 
street. 


Operated and managed by Leo 


J. Gorman and Mary A. Maloy, 
Uie company was first founded 40 
years ago in 1911 by Louis Knicl 
and Mr. Fallstrom. 


In addition to cut flowers for 


all occasions, the firm sells potted 
plants, floral wreaths and pottery. 


The company is a member of 


the Florist 
Telegraph 
Delivery 


Association and will accept orders 
for nearly any section of the coun- 
try. 
^_ 


Priebe and Sons 
Began Here in 1914- 


Priebe and Sons, hatchery and 


retail poultry store, is located at 
86 Honnepin avenue and was es- 
tablished here in 1914. 


Serving the entire northwestern 


part of the state, the company also 
has branches in Iowa.'South Da- 
kot,a and Kansas. 


The firm uses Jamcsway incu- 


bators and sells more than 43,000 
chicks per year. In addition, the 
company sells dressed 
poultry 


fresh or frozen. 


NOTORIOUS THAW VISITS 
The Telegraph reported that on 


Aug. 7, 1915, an automobile party 
including Harry K. Thaw, 
who 


had just been freed after scvcra 
years of notoriety in lawsuits fol 
lowing the murder of 
Stanford 


White in 1906 over White's atten 
lions to Thaw's wife, Evelyn Ncs 
bttt Thaw, stopped briefly for a 
visit in Dixon and Grand Detour 
on a trip to San Francisco. 


Class of '11 Presents 
'hree-Act Comedy 


The class of 1911, Dixon high 
c h o o 1, presented 
Goldsmith's 


omedy, "She Stoops to Conquer^' 
"riday evening. May 26, at the 
pera house. The staging of the 
lay was under the direction of 
dr. Benzie, of the University of 
Chicago, whose success with the 
Black Friar organization was well 


nown. 
Included 
in 
the 
cast 
were 


lugene 
Underwood, 
Roy 
Mc- 


Cleary, 
William 
Herbst, 
Earl 


Beier, 
, Claud 
Morton, 
G r a c e 


Martin. Vera Slothower. Esther 
Dement and Gladys Smith. 


35 Veterans Attend 
Golden Anniversary 


(Evening Telegraph, May 25. 


911)—The 13th Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry has, the distinction of 
being the first regiment in the 
United States to be mustered in 
'or three years service in the Civil 
var. The golden anniversary of 
this event is being celebrated in 


n by the survivors of the 


regiment, and some who have not 
>ecn in Dixon since they were 
mustered in 50 years ago, are Here 
.oday to greet their comrades and 
recall incidents of May 24, 1861, 
when they took the oath to defend 
the Union. 


(Thirty-five signed the reunion 


register.) 
Citizens' Association 
Changes Its Name 


(Evening Telegraph. April 16 


1915)—At the annual meeting 01 
the Dixon Citizens' Association at 
the city hall last night, the mem- 
bers voted to change the name of 
the organization 
to the 
Dixon 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Seven directors were elected to 


fill expired terms and a commit 
tee appointed to investigate and 
report on the by-laws -of the or. 
ganization. 


BLANKETS FOR THE BOYS 
(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 10 


1917)—Scores of Lee county boys 
in Company M, 342nd Infantry, at 
Comp Grant slept under warn- 
blankets and comforters last night 
thanks to the good people of Dixon 
and Ashton and Messrs. Harrj 
Warner and Frank Schocnholz o 
Dixon, who took them a load o 
bedding yesterday in response tc 
the appeal in The Evening Tele 
graph on Monday evening. 


Blackhowk Stands Guard 


Lorado Taft's colossal Indian statue typical of Black 


hawk, and so named by all the residents of Lee and Ogle 
counties to whom the figure is a familiar guardian of the 
river heights, was first unveiled on Saturday, July 1, 
1911. 
The figure is made of concrete and stands 48 


feet high. , 


BREWERY BURNS; LOSS IS 


$90.000 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Apr. 6, 


1911)—The Dixon brewery, Sev- 
enth street and. Jackson avenue, 
was almost totally destroyed by 
file which was not discovered until 
about 3 o'clock this morning and 
which was not extinguished until 
after 6 o'clock. The plant, which 
is valued at $90,000, is practically 
a total loss. 
(A new and more 


modern building was planned im- 
mediately.) 


Old Story Creates 
Panic Among Few 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
May 
7 


1915)—The Telegraph printed a 
photograph .the other dny of UK 
first extra got out in Dixon afte 
the bridge disaster. The di.sa.stc 
happened several decades ago an' 
there was a story with the cu 
telling about it, but several pcopl 
read the article and went into 
panic, under the impression th 
the accident had just happened. 


elgestad Woodwork 


Began in 1913 
First Casualty 


The woodworking mill 
of 
O. 


elgestad & Son Is located at 209 
•""irst street and was established 
i January, 1913. 
Present partners in the 38-year- 


Id firm are John O. Selgcstad 
nd his son, John W. The firm had 
been founded in 1913 by Omund 
elgestad and his son. 
Since 1922 the firm has oceu- 
led a one-story building -15x120 
cet 
where 
the 
woodworking 


quipment includes a planer, sand- 
rs, rip, cut-off and band saws 
long with other fine tools. 
The firm's service include cus- 


om-made windows, doors,'screens 
nd cabinets and a new service was 
eccntly added when the company 
egan the fabrication of Formica 
ops for counters, tables and kit- 
icn cabinets. 
The company is exclusive dealer 


or Eagle-Picher aluminum com- 
ination screens and storm win- 
ows. 


City Groups Confer 
On Local Projects 


(Evening Telegraph. 
Dec. 31, 


915)—A considerable number *of 
ity officials, leaders of the wom- 
n'j, clubs and directors of the 
Ihamber of Commerce attended 
he meeting at the home of Miss 
Helen Brinlon Thursday evening 


nd enjoyed a very helpful discus- 
ion on ways and means for bcau- 
ifying Dixon. 


Among projects discussed were 


he following: 


Make a, beautiful park out of 


Haymarket square. 


Improve 
and 
beautify 
both 


ihorcs of Rock River. 


Mark in a fitting way the spot 


vhcre Lincoln was mustered into 
.he U. S. Army. 


Extend North Crawford avenue 


vith brick and street car lines 
>ast the state cpilepiic colony and 
nto Lowell park. 


Dixon in— 
Continued from page 1 
Sec. I.) 


Gordon B. Tingle. Chicago; l»inil 
William Chatters, Aihton. 


• * * 


"TO .MAKE WOULD SAKE" 
(Sept. 19,1917)—Dixon and Lee 


:ounty will bid God speed in fit- 
,ing style to the selected men from 
.his county who leave on Thursday 
at 4:21 p. m. over the C. & N. W. 
railroad for the training camp at 
Rockford. There will be a parade 
of 75 selected honor men, headed 
by 
the Chamber of Commerce 


band, and automobiles, and the 
streets will be lined with spccta- 
tois, wives, brothers, and sisters 
and sweethearts of the boys who 
arc going to "Fight to Make the 
World Safe for Democracy." 


PYX. THEODORE L. TROUTH 
First Dixon man to die overseas 


during World War I was Pvt. 
Theodore L. Trouth. who died on 
June 25, 1918 of lobar pneumonia. 


Park Board Plans 
Opening of Square 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Ma>'i 6, 


1915)—The Dixon Park commis- 
sion has determined to turn Hay- 
market Square, on the south side 
o! the river between Second and 
Third streets into a park. 


There will never be further use 


for the place as a market square, 
but it was dedicated to the city 
for that purpose and to retain the 
title, the city must keep it avail- 
able. 
This technicality is easily 


avoided, however, and a corner of 
the park will be left in such con- 
dition that marketers of produce 
could use it if they care to, which 
they never will. 


The 
park board 
proposes to 


spend .several hundred dollars on 
the market square park this sum- 
mer. 


OLD VETS MEET 


The 57th annual reunion of the 


13th Infantry Volunteer Illinois 
legimcnt, which fought in the 
Civil war, was held in Dixon on 
May 24, 1918, with 15 members 
attending. 


OVER SUBSCRIBES 


(Evening Telegraph, April 22, 


1918)—Saturday night at the close 
of the second week of the Liberty 
Loa'n drive, Lee county has over- 
subscribed its minimum allotment 
6.45 per cent. 


Dixon Country Club' 
Adopts Constitution 


* 
*» i 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. ^0, 


1918)—The directors of .the Dixon 
Country club met this morning in 
conference with D. H. TweedWot 
Chicago, a representative ot the 
Spauldmg Sporting Goods house. 
Mr. Twcedle is an expert in the 
golf department, and he had much 
valuable advice to give. He visited 
the course and praised Its location 
The directors arc making arrange- 
ments to have the golf course laid 
out by T. Bendelow of Chicago, a 
professional in this line who is 
known from coast to coast, in- 
suring a perfect 
course to the 


Dixon players.• • 
» 


On Feb. 18th representatives ot 


the club met and adopted a consti- 
tution and by-laws for the club. 
Charles Lcake was in charge of 
membci ships for the club. 


Plow Firm Perfects 
New Implement 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 16, 


1912)—The Grand Detour 
Plow 


company of this city has recently 
completed the perfection Of an 
engine gang plow of its own de- 
sign and the indications are that 
the new plow will be the most 
popular on the market next year, 
as many firms with whom the 
company has been dealing have 
been sending men here to investi- 
gate the new machine, and all 
pronounce it the best on the mar- 
ket. ' 


NEW L AMI'S FOR OLD 
(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 14. 


1911)—The members of the light- 
ing committee of the city coun- 
cil were in conference yesterday 
with C. M. Axford of the General 
Electric company, with a view to 
obtaining further Information as 
to the best method of street light- 
ing for the city. 


CLOUDBURST FLOODS CITY 
Over four inches of water fell 


during a cloudburst which hit 
Dixon on Aug. 10, 1916. The storm 
and high wind completely destroy- 
ed the Dixon Pure Ice company 
plant. 


SEEK HALF HOLIDAY 


(Evening Telegraph. July 22. 


1916)-<-The Woman's Civic league, 
a body of women desiring the good 
ot Dixon, is circulating a petition 
for the closing of stores ^Wednes- 
day evening and for a weekly half- 
holiday for the clerks. 


I'OLICE GET RAISE 


(Evening Telegraph, April 30, 


1918)—Members of the police and 
fire departments were made happy 
this morning when the city council 
provided for increasing their pa> 
about 10 per cent. 


CONGRATULATIONS, DIXON TELEGRAPH! 


On Your 100th 


Birthday From 


National Food Stores Join in the Century 
Salute to a FINE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER 


WE, TOO, ARE 
FORGING AHEAD 
WITH DIXON... 


Just as your fine newspaper has performed an outstanding news service for your readers through- 
out the past century, so has National provided the Middle West with an unequalled food service for 
more than 51 years. 


YOUR JOB, as a Newspaper has been to keep your readers well 
informed with UP-TO-THE-MINUTE NEWS, and ENTERTAINING 
FEATURES reported in truth and published in the best interests 
of the public—This you must certainly have done well the past 
100 years, as evidenced by the fine reputation and popularity 
of the Evening Telegraph as it stands today—A FAVORITE OF 
YOUR MANY READERS—You have earned the respect and 
admiration of all in your community-WE CONGRATULATE 
THE TELEGRAPH ON ITS 100th BIRTHDAY. 


OUR JOB at National Food Stores has been to keep your readers 
supplied with QUALITY FOODS at ECONOMICAL LOW PRICES 
in conveniently located, UP-TO-DATE STORES—Our correspond- 
ING 51 years of progress has been possible only because we have 
succeeded in serving our customers with BIGGER VALUES in 
BETTER STORES. We hope and plan to continue progressively 
for year after year through the Century, because we know that 
as long as we serve our customers better and save them more. 
NATIONAL FOOD STORES WILL GROW AND PROSPER WITH 
YOUR FINE CITY. 


Progressive Improvements in NATIONAL'S Food Service During Our First Half Century 
Illustrate NATIONAL'S Constant Endeavor to Serve You Better and Save You More! 
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DIXON'S ONLY MOTOR FREIGHT TERMINAL 


On the Move With Dixon 


1934 
for Over 17 Years! 
1951 


A Salute to The Telegraph ..; 


/ 
, 
\ 
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to the citizens who have built this city ... to the business men 
who have made it attractive and prosperous... to all who work 
to keep it progressive ... to keep Dixon a satisfying place to 
live and work, and to The Dixon Evening Telegraph we of the 
Rock Island Transfer & Storage Co. say, "Congratulations on 
One Hundred Years oi Achievement. 


DAILY FREIGHT SERVICE 


EAST and WEST- 


WITH A FLEET OF MODERN 
f 


SEMI-TRAILERS 


ALL COMPANY OWNED EQUIPMENT 


• RAIL SIDING 


ON CHICAGO AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD 


FOR POOL CAR SHIPMENTS 


AND DISTRIBUTION 


•24 DIXON EMPLOYEES 


ROCK ISLAND TRANSFER 


AND 


STORAGE CO. 


800 DEPOT AVENUE 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIAL 2-1411 


C. L. BALLARD, Manager 
CHARLES SODERGREN, Asst Mgr. 
RAYMOND CONKLING, Foreman 
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1919...Ovation Extended Fighting Men 


American Legion Sponsors 
Erection of City's Arch 


By COL. JOHN E. EARLE 


AL'S, Ret. 


One of the first posts to be 


chartered by the American Legion 


-in Illinois was Dixon Post No. 12. 
Wil received its charter on June 30, 


1919, with the following charter 
members: 


Harold F. Sheller, Robert L. 


Warner, Urban M. O'Malley, John 
T. Richards, John Bott, Merwyn 
Brady, Dewey Parke, Fred Eni- 
chen, Jess Keister,.Lloyd H. Duffy, 
Ray C. Mackley. Frank S. Wad- 
zinski, Lloyd J. Irwin, Art Secoir, 
Zachariah W. Moss, Orville W. Egl 


^-er, Everett C. Dutcher, Frank J. 
*Gorham, Robert R..AndersOn, Wil- 


liam M. Loftus, James G. Schrock, 
Harold O. Fiester. C. E. Horton, 
Charles W.' Fisk, Theo. J. Miller, 
Jr., Max G. Blass, Joseph A. Villi- 
ger, Sherwood Dixon. 


Dr. Z. W. Moss was the first 


Commander of the Post and the 
other officers were: Robert L. 
Warner. Vice-Commander; Everett 
C. Dutcher, Adjutant and Finance 


^Officer; T. W. Clayton. Chaplain. 
' In 1920 Sherwood Dixon, now 


Lieutenant Governor of Illinois, 
became the second Commander of 
the Post and was reelected again 
in 1923. 


List of Commanders 


Since that year, the following 


have been Commanders of Dixon 
Post. Lloyd Lewis, T. J. Miller, Jr., 
J. A. Snyder, Dr. W. R. Thompson, 
Dudley 
Friedline, Walter Fal- 
. Strom, Joseph F. Villiger, R. R. 
•Anderson, Rae Arnould, C. H. 
Newman. A. C. Handell, Clarence 
Shaver, Walter Mueller, Walter M. 
Smith, Fred Ruben, E. N. Bower, 
W. C. Wood. J. M. Brady, R. Ger- 
ald Jones, Clyde H. Lennox, Hy- 
man F. Walder, Peter Phelan, 
Frank J. Gbrham, Albert Ruggles, 
Edward 
A. Jones, Walter C. 


Knack, Marion V. Rees, Martin 
Taym-an, and Daniel Miller. 
' The present officers are: Com- 
•inander, John Mitchell; 
Senior 


Vice-Commanders, Roy De Werff, 
Dr. Irving Katz and Paul James; 
Junior Vice-Commander, George 
Prowant; Chaplain, Rev, C. L. 
Wagner; Finance Officer. George 
Knouse; Judge Advocate, Gerald 
Jones; 
Sergeant-at-Arms, John 


Naylor; Service Officer, Albert 
Ruggles; Historian, John E. Earle. 


Employment Service 


— Early in its history, the Ameri- 
*can Legion had its first opportu- 


nity for service when, during the 
depression of 1921, millions of men 
werejjut of work. Dixon Post, co- 
operating with 11,000 other posts, 
formed a nation-wide network of 
employment bureaus where veter- 
ans reported for jobs. 


Helping the disabled ex-service 


man is the Legion's 
foremost 


work. The Legion played an im- 
portant part in the creation of the 
• Veteran's Bureau for the relief of 


wounded and disabled veterans. 
Albert E. Ruggles, the present 
service officer, has assisted thous- 
ands of veterans and their de- 
pendents in obtaining adequate 
hospital treatment and compensa- 
tion. 
> 
Erect Dixon Arch 


Dixon Post, with the help of 


Dixon citizens, erected a wooden 
arch across Galena avenue in me- 


y of those who gave their lives 


during the first World War. 
In 


1949, this was replaced by a per- 
manent concrete and steel arch 
which will be a permanent memo- 
rial to those of both world wars. 
The $8,000 cost was contributed 
by the post and the citizens of 
Dixon and a committee from the 
post carried out the details of de- 
signing and erecting the structure. 
This -committee was: Walter C. 


^Knack, H. F. Walder, Cal G. Tyler, 


W. H. Haefliger and W. E. Gron- 
berg. The arch was dedicated and 
given to the city on Ar'mistice Day, 
19-19. 


Poppy Day. when Legion mem- 


bers and ladies of the American 
Legion auxiliary sell poppies made 
by disabled veterans, was inaugu- 
rated to provide funds for the 
emergency relief of veterans and 
their dependents, as well as to 


Wfive the hospital bound ex-service 


nwsn a means of earning some 
spending money. 


Child Welfare Work 


Child welfare has always been 


an important part of the Legion's 
program and in this the Boys 
State movement is outstanding. It 
was inaugurate^ in 1935 by the 


Department of Illinois. In this 
movement the Lions, Rotary, Hi- 
wanis, Chamber of Commerce and 
other civic groups have cooperated 
and boys from the senior high 
schools are sent each year for a 
practical demonstration t of the 
manner in which all divisions of 
American political activities are 
directed. 


Dixon Post, in 1935, adopted the 


program 
of school 
awards 
to 


grammar school pupils. Its pur- 
pose is to help every child grow up 
to be a better citizen. These 
awards are based on honor, cour- 
age, leadership (for girls—com- 
panionship), scholarship and serv- 
ice. 


Junior baseball as a Legion 


activity was started in Dixon in 
1931 and since that time has been 
one of the outstanding- features of 
the post. The teams have made a 
fine record both on and off the 
field, and in 1949 won the regional 
championship. 


Son* ot American Legion 


In 1937, the Sons of the Ameri- 


can Legion was organized and a 
drum and bugle corps was trained 
which for years before World II 
assisted in most of the civic events 
in Dixon as a part <K the Legion's 
community service program. Most 
of these Sons of the Legion served 
in the armed forces during World 
War II and William 
Vaessen, 


James P. Van Matre, Marshall 
Bunnell and Billy Newman were 
lost in action. 


Armistice Day is observed with 


annual ceremonies held by Dixon 
post. 


Memorial Day observance, which 


had been kept by the diminishing 
rank of the GAR, was a duty 
which the post assumed in co- 
operation with the Civil War vet- 
erans. 


Establish Blood Bank 


Another community service by 


the Dixon post was the organiza- 
tion of a Blood Donors Squad in 
1937. During World War II this 
was expanded and a large blood 
bank was established and plasma 
furnished to the armed forces. 


The post was an active focal 


point in the civil defense efforts 
during the war and in the bond 
and service fund drives. In the 
1950-51 crisis, Col. John E. Earlc, 
a member of the Department of 
Illinois Civil Defense Committee, 
presented to Governor Stevenson 
the first comprehensive plan for 
the organization of civil defense at 
state level made for any state in 
the country. . 


Gifts for Veterans 


Another activity for the dis- 


abled and hospitalized veterans is 
the "Gifts for the. Yanks Who 
Gave." 
This 
group 
distributes 


Christmas presents to hospital- 
ized veterans. 


Six members of Dixon post arc 


veterans of both of the world 
wars. They are: Col. Sherwood 
Dixon, Col. John E. Earle, Major 
August Wimpleberg. Dr. Raymond 
Worsley and Sgt. H. L. Strand. 
( 
Honorary Awards 


Col. Dixon received the Merito 


de Guerra from Italy and the 
Silver Star and Legion of Merit 
from-the United States. Col. Earle 
was decorated with the Silver 
Palms, 
Officier 
de 
1'Academie 


Francaise by the French govern- 
ment. Sgt. Harold A. Peterson was 
awarded the Navy Flying Cross 
and Patrick Dunphy won the 
Bronze Star of the United States. 


Dixon post has had delegations 


at the depot to bid "Good luck and 
a safe return" to men as they left 
for service in the armed forces. It 
has paid the last honors to those 
who died. It has and will assist the 
living who need help. Its 774 mem- 
bers are and always will be a 
pillar of strength to the city in 
peace and war.• • * 


LEE COUNTY COUNCIL 


AMERICAN LEGION 


The Lee County Council of the 


American Legion is composed of 
Dixon Post, No. 12; Ashton Post, 
No. 345; Joths-Lavelle Post (Am- 
boy). No, 453; Franklin Grove 
Post, No. 497; Smith, Reynolds 
Post (Paw Paw), No. 511 and 
Compton-Brooklyn Post, No. 657. 


The purpose of the county or- 


ganization 
is- to coordinate the 


efforts of the individual posts in 
the accomplishment of major Le 


the City With the Arch' 


Since 1919, when an arch was erected across the summit of the hill on Ga- 


lena avenue honoring the returning heroes of World War I, Dixon has been known 
by many throughout the nation as "the city with the arch." Thousands upon thou- 
sands of tourists, traveling over Route'26, have passed under its shadow. The arch 
in Dixon—since 1919—has become the city's "trademark"—as much as the Eiffel 
Tower has become a symbol of the city of Paris. 


In 1920, the Chamber of Commerce proposed to preserve the Memorial Arch 


which had been erected a year earlier. 


In 1949, the arch pictured above which had stood for more than a quarter of 


a century, was replaced by a new one in memory of the world war dead—thus 
perpetuating the symbol of Dixon and the tribute to those who gave their lives. 


Instrumental in all these efforts to keep Dixon a city with an arch has been 


the work of the American Legion, the Chamber of Commerce and other civic groups. 


The night picture was taken during the homecoming celebration for Louella.**. 


Parsons, movie '•corttmnist; "and Ronald Reagan, motion picture star, in 1941, when 
the arch was hung with banners picturing these two celebrated Dixonites. 


First Commander 


DR. Z. W. MOSS 


Honored Member 


SHERWOOD DIXON 


gion objectives. 


It also serves to increase the 


interest in the Legion as a whole, 
and its problems, and at the 
monthly meetings, held by the 
various posts of the county in turn, 
members become better acquainted 
with each other. 


The officers of the Lee County 


Council are: 
Commander, Matt 


Dcitelhoff, Amboy; Senior Vice 
Commander. 
A m- i 1 
Bernardin, 


Compton; Junior Vice-Command- 
er, Don Schoenholz, Paw Paw; Ad- 
jutant and Finance Officer, Ward 
Cunningham, Amboy: Chaplain, 
Roy Long, Amboy; Sergcant-at- 
Arrra, Jerry Grcasby, Dixon. 


• 
* 
* 


THE FORTY AND EIGHT 
LEE COUNTY VOITURE 409 
"Forty Hommes et 8 Chevaux" 


in French means "40 men and 


eight horses," but to Legionnaires 
it means much more. It is the se- 
cret society within the American 
Legion which goes in for fun in a 
serious way. Not every veteran 
can become a member of the "Forty 
and Eight, and membership quali- 
fications are very definite. 


First, they • must have been in 


the Legion at least 12 months and 
have served the Legion In a way 
that merits special recognition. It 
is an honor society as well as a fun 
society. 


War rank or place of service, 


Legion rank, religion, social or fi- 
nancial standing count for nothing 
in the Forty and Eight. National 
commanders and Legionaircs who 
have never'spoken at a post meet- 
ing are among its members but 
every one of'them meets the test: 


'Are you a good Legionaire?" 


The real purpose of the Forty 


and Eight is to advance the work 
of the Legion, and the Voyageurs 
of La Societe are always ready to 
drop their fun and turn to hard,, 
serious work when the Legion 
needs help in carrying out a diffi- 
cult program. 


They 
are 
called 
the 
Shock 


Troops of the Legion and they 
have won this title by giving super 
service in time ot great Legion 
need. 


The officers for this year are: 
Peter J. Phelan, Chef de Gare; 


Earl E. Pierce, Chef de Train; 
Marion V. Rees, Correspondant; 
Paul James; Commissaire Inden- 
dant; Alvin Olsen, Conducteur; 
John Naylor, Guarde La Porte; 
Hershel Davis, Comis Voyageur; 
S. V. Stafford, Aumonicr; Frank 
Marshall. Lampiste; Albert Rug- 
gles, Historian; Edward A. Jones, 
Avocat; Wm. P. Kennedy. Mcdi- 
cin; Chemintso, Matt Dietelhoff, 
H. F. Walder and Marion V. Rees. 


LADIES PLANT MAPLES 
(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 19 


1919)—At the invitation of the 
Woman's and the Phidian Art club 
a goodly company of Lte county 
folks gathered in the courthouse 
yard Friday afternoon to witness 
the planting of two handsome Nor- 
way maples in honor of the boys 
who gave their lives in the World 
War. 


BUYS PLOW FACTORY 


The Telegraph on June 11, 1919, 


announced the purchase of the 
Grand Detour Plow company by 
the J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
company of Racine, Wis. The com- 
pany announced that manufactur- 
ing would continue as before. 


KSBH Nurses 
Organize in '19 


The best passible nursing: care 


for the community is the aim of 
the Katherine Bcthca Shaw hos 
pital Nurses Alumnae Associa- 
tion's' 75 active members and 25 
associate members. 


A 
preliminary 
organizational 


meeting of the KSBH 
nurses 


group was held on November 13, 
1919. with Miss Mary Schunun 
(Mrs. George Prescott) presiding, 
to ^define the association's object, 
'Progress of the Profession." 


At the next meeting; a week 


later ;15 members were present 
and 
the following officers were 


elected: president. Mary Schumm; 
vice president, Barbara Fry; sec- 
retary. Neva Phelps; and treas- 
urer,' Bertha Haincs. 


The KSBH 
Nurses Alumnae 


Association drew 'up its by-laws 
and extended invitations to all 
KSBH graduates to join. Grad- 
lates of other schools working in 
the vicinity were also invited to 
membership. Two charter mem- 
bers. Misses Phonse Murphy and 
Katherine Vaile, are still enrolled. 


• Nurses Maintain ICoom 


The Florence Nightingale room 


at the hospital was furnished as 
an early project of the group and 
s still maintained by alumnae. 


In 1948, the association spon- 


sored a banquet and celebration 
n honor of the 50th anivcrsary of 
the KSBH training school, and 
was honored by the presence of 
two former graduates. Miss Ruth 
McGinnis and Miss Betty Kennedy 
from California, as well as Mrs. 
Elinor Hoon Walker, 
the 
first 


nurse to-be graduated from KSBH 
n 1901. 


Members are 
encouraged 
to 


belong to the Illinois State Nurses 
association, which sponsors many 
orograms to 
improve 
nursing 


conditions. 


Meetings are held monthly and 


:he group is trying to stimulate 
the association's growth. 


Officers for 1950-51 are: presi- 


dent, Irene- Page; vice president, 
Miss Karla Fike; treasurer, Mrs. 
Joanne Maves; recording secre- 
tary, Mrs. Margaret Castle; and 
corresponding1 
secretary. 
Miss 


Bessie Book. 


Mayor, 1919-22 


MARK D. SMITH 


Dixon's 
postwar 
mayor was 


Mark D. Smith, who served from 
1919-22. 


Mr. Smith was clerk of Dixon 


township from, 1896-98. and was 
a city alderman from- 1904-05. 


He was president of the North 


Dixon school board for two years 


Born in Mercer county, Pa., ii 


1864, he died after being in an 
auto-truck collision in Bradford 
township on Oct. 4, 1939. 


Smith Named Mayor 
In Election of 1919 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 16. 


1919) — Mark D. Smith was elected 
mayor of Dixon in yesterday's 
election, defeating James W. Watts 
with a majority Of 1 17. 


Four new commissioners were 


elected: Frank D. Palmer, George 
A. Campbell, W. V. Slothower and 
John J. Armstrong. Magistrate, 
Harold F. Sheller. 


CITY SEES 


At a war exhibit connected with 


the Victory loan campaign, Dixon 
citizens on Apr. 16. 1919, saw for 
the first time the Army "Whippet" 
tank in action. 


20,000 Welcome Heroes 
At Big Victory Celebration 


Dixon opened her arms to Leo 


county's conquering heroes in a 
grand "welcome home" celebration 
on June 12,1919, at which n. throng 
estimated at 20,000 to 20,000 turn- 
ed out to pay tribute to the home- 
coming fighting men. 


Although many of the county's 


soldiers and sailors had returned 
home by midsummer in 1919, it 
was the heralded arrival of Dixon's 
own Battery C of the 123rd Field 
Artillery Regiment which touched 
off the universal signal for a mag- 
nificent display to greet the dough- 
boys who fought to "make the 
world safe for democracy." 


Group .Meets Bout 


Plans for the big homecoming 


pageant were already In progress 
when the U. S. troop transport, 
America, 
approached 
lloboken, 


N. J., on May 2-1, bringing about 
6.000 members of Illinois' famed 
"53rd Division. Gov. Frank O. Low- 
den of Illinois and party met the 
ship 10 miles out, with delegates 
from Dixon including Attorney 
Henry S. Dixon; Capt. C. G. Pres- 
ton, Battery C'a former conunan- 
lor; and John H. Bycrs, staff cor- 
respondent for The Evening Telc- 


raph. 
The Telegraph, through Corre- 


spondent 
Bycrs, furnished 
the 


lomefolks with a full account of 
the doings oC their heroes, describ- 
ing their departure from Citmp 
Mills, L. I., N. Y., for Chicago on 
June -1, where they took part in a 
great victory parade. 


Many Lee countians made the 


trip to Chicago for the parade and 
when the soldiers arrived at Camp 


rant, Rockford, on June 5, hun- 


dreds of friends 
and relatives 


crowded that city for a glimpse 
of the victorious warriors. 


Automobile Cam van 


While the battery went through 


several days of mustering out ac- 
tivities, The Telegraph announced 
that an automobile caravan from 
Dixon would bring home the he- 
roes, "if the roads are fit." Every 
factory whistle" in Dixon would 
blow, 
the 
newspaper declared, 


,vhen the soldiers departed Camp 
3 rant. 


At last the automobile train 


ncared the city and was welcomed 
on Sunday, June 8, by hundreds of 
citizens and blasts from the city 
water works whistle, although the 
grand celebration was the follow- 
ing Thursday. 


While the boys were resting up 


at their homes, preparations went 
ahead for the gala homecoming, 
The focal spot of.the.bigNday;s-ac- 
tivitles was a newly erected vic- 
tory arch at Galena avenue and 
Second streets. Built by the citi- 
zens for their returning warriors, 
the arch was wired with red, white 
and blue electric lights, and paint- 
ed across it were the words: "Dix- 
on Welcomes Her Returning He- 
roos." Searchlights pointed in four 
directions. 


On the big day of celebration, 


factories weer closed and all busi- 
ness was suspended. All Dixon's 
buildings were decorated in patri 
otic colors. 


Among the attractions during 


the day were an aviation exhibi- 
tion by Lt. Ralph C. Diggins in an 
Army bomber: a balloon ascen- 
sion by Andy Owens of Dixon. "the 
country's only one-armed balloon- 
ist"; Booker's Ben Ali Arabs, a 
troup of eight in a platform tum- 
blirtg act; a boxing and wrestling 
exhibition and footraces; a wall- 
scaling contest by the Sterling 
Lady Zouaves; and performances 
by three bands. 


As an added attraction, a check 


erboard colored airplane arrived 
from Chicago to deliver an order 
of Society Brand clothes to the 
firm 
of 
Vaile 
and O'Malley, 


making Dixon one of the first 
cities ever served by nir express. 


Crowd Hi-ant Talk 


At 2:-IO p.m., the crowd assem- 


bled for an address by Col. Henry 
J. Reilly, commander of "Reilly's 
Bucks," the HOth Field Artillery 
regiment of the "Rainbow" divi- 
sion. At 6 p.m. the 275 soldiers and 
25 sailors wore fed by the ladies 
in a banquet at the Elks club. At 
7 p.m., the Sterling Military band 
and the Dixon Municipal band 
combined under the direction of 
W. H. Smith to play marches and 
a chorus of school children under 
child r 
"Artie 
Elmer E. Rice sang "Anierica" and 
•The Star Spangled Banner." 


The main event of the grand day 


of rejoicing was a gigantic parade, 


which began at Ottawa avenue and 
Second street and reached its 
climax when the warriors marched 
triumphantly undej the victory 
arch at Galena and Second. 


Flower-Strewn I'ath 


As the heroes marched under-th* 


arch, thousands of flowers were 
strewn in their path by the ladie.i 
and to the riot of color was added 
thousands of colored paper stream- 
ers thrown from the upper floors 
of the Nachusa Tavern. 


Besides the 300 soldiers and sail- 


ors of Lee county, the parade in- 
cluded: A police platoon, GAR 
Fife and Drum corps, Mayor Mark 
D. Smith and the city commission- 
ers. Dixon Municipal band, Salva- 
tion Army Lassies. 11 GAR vet- 
erans, United Spanish War Vet- 
erans. Company F of the Illinois 
Reserve Militia, Sterling Military 
band. War Mothers. Woman's Re- 
lief Corps. GAR Ladies, USWV 
Auxiliary, • employes of 
all 
the 


city's factories, Dixon school chil- 
dren, professional and business 
men and clerks and citizens. 


The grand day of celebration 


?ndcd with two big dances at Ros- 
brook's hall and the Countryman 
building. 


The Telegraph published a spe- 


cial "welcome home" edition and 
for several days made .its classified 
advertising columns free to re- 
turning soldiers who were seeking 
jobs. 


Dixon Man Finds 
Fortune in City 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 
7, 


1919)—The New York Evening 
Telegram of Feb. 2, carries a half- 
column story concerning Thomas 
J. McBridc. brother of Mrs. A. J. 
Graff of this city, which will in- 
terest many old friends, here. 


Mr. McBride left Dixon at 19 


and has since made a fortune in 
New York City, where he has a 
palatial home in which he has en- 
tertained many 
of 
his Dixon 


friends. 


Thomas J.- McBride. founder of 


McBride's Theatre ticket office, al- 
though more than 70, still Is active 
head ot the business, which is 
rounding out it 40lli year. 


Prominent men from all over 


the country Btopped at this stand, 
among them Gen. U. S. Grant. Gen. 
William T. Sherman,^Gen. George 
B. McClellnn. Gen? wris.'Hancock, 
anid Presidents Grover Cleveland 
and Chester A. Arthur and Vice 
President Samuel J. Til den. 
Among financial giants were Cy- 
rus W. Field, Jay Gould, Russell 
Sage, J. P. Morgan and scores of 
others. 


(Today, 1n 1951. John and Will 


McBridc, sons of tho founder, still 
carry on the traditional services 
of the New York business, and th« 
firm has added branches through- 
out New York City.) 


Douglas Maclean 
Becomes Star 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 13, 


1919)—The September number of 
Motion Picture Classic contains a 
double page color spread of Doug- 
las MacLcan, son of Rev. C. D. 
MacLean, former pastor of the M. 
E. church in Dixon. 


The young artist, known her* 


better as Charles MacLean, has 
won his mark in the motion pic- 
ture world and has recently played 
opposite Mary Pickford in several 
pictures. 


AERIAL PHOTOS 


(Evening Telegraph, June 11, 


KilO)— As a preliminary to the 
startling aerial exhibition to be 
given by Lt. Ralph C. Diggins. 
army aviator, tomorrow, he will 
fly \yith Lt. -I. T. Richards of this 
city and the Dixon man will take 
a number of pictures of the city 
from the air. 


LEASES WIRE 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 10, 


1919)—The Telegraph wishes to 
announce today the installation of 
the full wire news report of the 
Associated Press, with Morse tele- 
graph equipment,- a leased wire 
from the Associated Press head- 
quarters in Chicago, and a tele- 
graph operator in our office. 


Panoramic View Shows Dixon s Crossroads at Corner of Galena Avenue and First Street 
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|1920...Dixon Drvs Herald Prohibition 


iFire Destroys Opera House; 
floss Estimated at $100,000 


I 
(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 17, 1920)—Fire, which 


•started from a pile of paper in the furnace room of the 
J)ixon opera house block, owned by Mrs. Eleanor Starrin, 
Jit 12:20 o'clock this afternoon, crept rapidly between the 
•walls and floor of the building and before 1 o'clock flames 
Jsvere leaping from the windows of the third floor and smoke 
was "pouring from the cornices. 
* Every bil of available equip- 
Snent of the Dixon fire deparl- 
•ment was pressed into service. 
Suit at 1:30 o'clock the flame* had 
•not been gotten under control 
'pnd the fire threatened to become 
the most serious in the history 
tof Dixon since the destruction of 
ihe I. B. Countryman building di- 
Tectely across the street 
three 


j-ears ago. 
« The building is occupied by 
JMrs. Celia Jones' 
f undertaking 


rooms, the Kennedy "Music com- 
J>any, C. A. Todd's hat store, Wal- 
Jer Cromwell's electrical 
shop, 


•the 
Dixonian 
billiard 
parlors, 


JHuggins' shoe shining establish- 
ment, Dr. A. F. Moore's offices, 
the • Socialists' hall and the Dixcn 
jppera house. 
* 
Start* in Furnace Room 


» The fire had its origin in the 
Jfurnace room under the Kennedy 
•Music store, into which it was 
Yecently moved, and was first dis- 
covered by Mr. Kennedy and 
•Miss Myrtle Rice, his clerk. 
I Dense smoke settled over the 
•business section of the city to the 
'cast and south of the building, 
land the deadly gases hampered 
•the firemen in their efforts to 
'combat the blaze. 
* So rapidly did the fire spread 
Jhat it was but a few minutes 
After 1 o'clock when the roof of 
the opera house building fell in. 
;floor soon followed and at 1:15 
•the firemen were forced to aban- 
*don all efforts to save the opera 
•house and to turn their attention 
"to neighboring property. 
* 
• • • 


Blackened Wall 


" (Evening Telegraph, Feb. 18, 
•1920)—A blackened stone wall— 
Jmilt, it is said, in the "seventies" 
—and a pit filled with charred, 


smoking and steaming debris, are 
today all that remains of the 
three-story building known as the 
Dixon opera house block, 
the 


home of five business institu- 
tions, a physician, a shoe shining 
parlor and the city's only "legiti- 
mate" playhouse. They are evi- 
dences of one of the most dis- 
astrous fires in the history of the 
city. 


In less than three hours after 


Lee Rice, son of M. E. Rice, man- 
ager of the opera house, first de- 
tected the odor of smoke on the 
stage of the playhouse, where he 
was engaged in cleaning up prep- 
aratory to the advertised produc- 
tion of "The Visitor," by Porter 
J. White and company, the big 
building was a mass of burning 
ruins, heaped into the basement, 
and property valued at approxi- 
mately $100.000 had 
been de- 


stroyed. 
The 
insurance 
will 


probably not exceed 575,000 or 
$80,000. 


HIGH COST OF LIVING 


George Boynton, on his return 


from an annual meeting of the 
National Clothiers association in 
Chicago in January, 1920, told a 
Telegraph reporter, "There is no 
indication of cheaper clothing." lie 
said that there would be good suits 
for prices ranging between $45 and 
$65. 


PROHIBITION RAID 


On July 9, 1920, Sheriff Frank 


A, Schoenholz and Deputies Phil- 
lips, Miller and Wilson raided a ho- 
tel cast of Dixon and seized a still 
which was being used to make 
bootleg liquor. There had been 
numerous complaints from citizens 
in the neighborhood. 


Entertainment Center Destroyed 


An era of entertainment which had brought some of the most famous people of 
history to Dixon came to an end around noon on the day of February 17, 1920 
when the opera house was completely destroyed by fire. The black smoke that 
filled the air, hung like a mourning crepe'over the hearts of Dixonites who had 


known the opera house as the cultural center of the city for many years. 


Corinthian Shrine, No. 40, 
Received Charter in 1920 


On December 13, 1919, Cora O. 


Leake. Worthy Matron of Dorothy 
Chapter No. 371, Order of the 
Eastern Star of Illinois, called a 
meeting at the Masonic Temple 
here for the purpose of organizing 
an Order of the White Shrine of 
Jerusalem in Dixon. 


Mrs. Drucilla Banker was elect- 


ed chairman and Mrs. Gertrude 
Petty was chosen secretary of the 
meeting. Mrs. Leake explained the 
principles of the Order and after 
some discussion, a'petition for a 
charter was signed by the 142 per- 
sons present. 


A corps of officers was elected 


with Mrs. Cora O. Leake of Dixon 
•as the first Worthy High Priestess, 
Paul McAllister of Rock Falls as 


Watchman of Shepherds and Mrs. 
Drucilla Banker of Franklin Grove 
as Noble Prophetess. These three 
were given authority to select the 
remaining officers. 


Name Is Chosen 


It was decided to invite Caper- 


naum Shrine of Freeport to exem- 
plify conferring of the order at the 
institution and the name Corin- 
thian was chosen. 


The institution was on the eve- 


ning of Dec. 26, 1919, and the local 
order became a reality. 


Marvin V. Hinshaw, PSWOS of 


Oak Park, served as Instituting 
Officer. On that evening 223 sig- 
natures were included on the re- 
quest for a charter. Of this num- 


Second Baptist Church, Erected 
In 1920, Numbers 61 Members 


« The Second Baptist church of 
•Dixon at 605 Madison avenue was 
^completed at a cost of $4,200 in 
»1920, under the pastorate of Rev. 
Juid Mrs. Hawkins, although the 
.church organization dates back to 


An attempt at church organiza- 


tion was made several years after 
Jthe first Negro families migrated 
Jto Lee county in 1866, but the or- 
ganization was short-lived. 
I More interest was stimulated in 
4915 and a second attempt was 
Jnade to organize the church and 
Jontinue the Sunday school. At 
<he suggestion of the Rev. Major 
jAshford, meetings were held at 
Carious homes, the organization 
Htelng known as a community 
Church. Membership was 16. 
* 
Purchases Lot 


U Rev. Fletcher, a Baptist minis- 
ter, recommended by the Ministe- 
rial Alliance, was in charge of the 
work for some time and later sev- 
eral other ministers were sent by 
Jhe Northern Baptist association. 
In 1916 the young people formed 
the 
"Equal 
Social Club," and 


fcunds accumulated until there was 
enough money to purchase the lot 
{it 605 Madison avenue for $300, 
Mrs. Squires, owner of the lot, do- 
nating $50. 
I The erection of a church was 
•uggested by Sister Thomas in 
1920, and the Equal Social Club 
Introduced a "brick party," with 
the club purchasing the first 18 
pricks at $1 each. 
Rev, Lindell 


solicited funds from Lee county 
Citizens and the foundations and 
Walls were constructed. 
Interest 


was carried on by Mrs. Flora Mc- 
Jleynolds, Mrs. Gladys L. Peniston, 
Mrs. Victoria Dbtson. Mrs. Alice 
Spoils and Deacon Barry Stewart. 
. Several other ministers have 
served the church, contribuling to 
$ie advancement of the work. 
* 
Remodeling Begins 


* Under Rev. Simmons a furnace 
seplaced the old stove and remod- 
eling of the church was begun. 
t>uring this time membership was 
•mail, but 
the 
program 
pro- 


gressed. As membership grew, it 
became apparent that the church 
would be remodeled. At the sug- 
gestion of a group of younger 
m e m b e r s and friends, clubs 
formed to raise funds, the trustee 
board taking the lead under Chair- 
man 
Oscar 
Peniston, 
William 


Badie, Willie Jones. Jr.. Winston 
McReynolds and Almond Morrl- 
•on. 
I Beginning in 1946, a wooden 
floor replaced the concrete floor 
two Sunday school rooms were 
added, the choir stand an<J the 
pulpit were renovated, c l o a k 
ijooms were 'added and th« wall* 
painted. The Methodist church at 
Rochelle donated chair seats to 
Winston McReynolds to replace 
the uncomfortable benches 


Origin*! Officer* 


. Original church officers 
were 


Barry Stewart, Edward Spoils 
and Richard Burke, while Mrs. 
Gladys fc. Penlston served a* 
treasurer for 20 yean. 


Present board of deacon* in- 


eludes; Chairman Barry Stewart, 


SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 


REV. CLAYTON SALTER 


Edward Spoils, Willie Jones, Sr. 
and Winston McReynolds. 
Trus- 


tees are Chairman Leon Jones, 
Almond Morrison, 
Willie Jones, 


Jr., Winston McReynolds and Wil- 
liam 
Badie, 
Sr. 
Others 
are: 


Treasurer, Almond Morrison; pia- 
nist. Miss Reginia Morrison, and 
director of music, Willie Jones, Sr. 


Present Factor 


In 1948, the Rev, C. Salteivwas 


made pastor and under his leader- 
ship the remodeling project was 
completed to include painting of 
the kitchen and Installation of a 
telephone and modern plumbing 


facilities. The Youth department 
and the Usher board were also or- 
ganized. 


With a presonl membership of 


61, and its church property valued 
at $20.000, the congregation feels 
that it has grown spiritually and 
financially. 
» 


Prescott Oil Company 
Founded 31 Years Ago 


The Prcscotl Oil Company at 


726 North Ottawa avenue, was 
established 31 years ago in 1920. 


The company's slogan has been 


"'Service' Is Our Middle Name" 
and the firm is sole distributor of 
Cities Service products in Lee 
county. 


The company is owned by Lyle 


M. Prescotl who declares that, 
"We feature prompt courteous 
service 
and 
guaranteed 
full 


metered measure." 


The Prcscoit 
firm 
deals 
in 


gasoline, fuel oils, lubricating oils, 
greases and all petroleum products, 
and for this purpose, the equip- 
ment includes tank trucks, pump- 
ing and metering rquipmont. 


The building apace includes a 


large warehouse and offices, and 
it is the company's plan to expand 
in the fulurc. 


The firm is a member of the 


Illinois Petroleum Marketers Asso- 
ciation. 


Cartoons by Briggs 
Are Displayed Here 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 3, 


1920)—Through the courtesy of 
Clare A. Briggs. famous carloo- 
isl. in response to a request from 
officials of the Dixon Public li- 
brary, a collection of his original 
cartoons will be placed on exhi- 
bition at the library tomorrow 
and will remain there for several 
days. 


Dixon people will find 
more 


lhan usual interest in the car- 
toons for their creator formerly 
lived in this city. 
, 


TOP ENTERTAINMENT 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 
6, 


1920)—Probably the highest class 
theatrical attraction that has vis- 
ited Dixon in many years will play 
at the Dixon opera house Tuesday 
evening, for which Manager Rice 
has booked Patrice Collinge and 
company in "Time,"'the comedy 
which for 182 nights packed the 
Blackstone theatre, Chicago. 


SALARY BOOST 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 19, 


1920)—The Board of Education of 
the Dixon schools has ju.it adopted 
a teachers' salary schedule which 
will result in a gross increase In 
salaries for the next school year 
over the present of $21,000. There 
will be an increase of about 33 per 
cent. 


her, 20 members are still active. 


In May, 1920, at the Supreme 


Shrine session in Detroil, Ihe char- 
ier was granted to Corinthian 
Shrine, No. 40, of Dixon. Sojourner 
Cora O. Leake was present in De- 
troit and installed as Worthy High 
Priestess. When she returned to 
Dixon she installed the remaining 
officers on May 28,- 1920. 


National Honors 
( 


Through the years, Corinthian 


Shrine, No. 40, has been honored 
many times by receiving appoint- 
ments from the Supreme Shrine 
and was especially honored when, 
in 1942, one of the members, So- 
journer Carrie L. Coe, Past Wor- 
thy High Priestess of Corinthian 
Shrine, received the appointment 
of Supreme Worthy Herald of the 
Supreme Shrine and at the follow- 
ing session was elected Suprenie 
Worthy Guide. Sojourner Coe was 
then regularly advanced in the 
line of officers of the 
Supreme 


Shrine until she was elected and 
served as Supreme Worthy High 
Priestess of the Supreme White 
Shrine in 1948-1949. 


The order meets the second Fri- 


day of each month at the Masonic 
Temple, and the present member- 
ship is 408. 


The 1951-52 officers are: 
Jean C. DeWerff, Worthy High 


Priestess; Emery Young, Watch- 
man of Shepherds; Arminnie Bos- 
ton, Noble Prophetess; 
Harold 


Ross, 
Associate 
Watchman 
of 
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C'oi C Makes Plans 
For "Pep" Drive 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 25, 


1920)—If there was any question 
about it yesterday, there is no 
doubt about it today—Dixon is 
wide awake. 
Dixon has a real, 


live, pulsing Chamber of Com- 
merce, "rarin" to go" and do big 
things for Dixon. 


This iritercsling fact is the out- 


come of last night's mass meeting 
ot Dixon cilizens at the Elks club, 
when nearly 200 public spirited 
citizens, awakened to the possibili- 
ties of improvement in this city, 
decided to put their-shoulders'to 
the wheel and make things hum 
for a bigger and betler Dixon. 


At the conclusion of last night's 


meeting: 213 signed 
applications 


for membership in Ihe Chamber 
ot Commerce were filed wilh Ed 
Vaile, chairman of Ihe meeling. 


(As a result of the drive, the 


organization was assured 
of a 


membership of over 700.) 


Construction Started 
On Railroad Bridge 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
July 1, 


1920)—A good sized- colony with 
plenty of aclivily has sprung up 
quite suddenly on the south bank 
of Rock river just west of the 
Illinois Central bridge where the 
Bates & Rogers Construclion com- 
pany of Chicago have begun work 
on the construclion of a new slcel 
bridge for Ihe railroad company. 


The bridge is lo be completed 


and ready for traffic by January 
1, 1921, according to a statement 
given out this morning by A. A. 
Armstrong, superintendent of con- 
struction, who has moved to Dix- 
on and will remain until the work 
is compleled and Ihe • equipmenl 
moved away. 


The new bridge will be of sleel 


and will rest on 15 concrete piers 
and two abutmenls supporting a 
single Irack. 


Brown Shoe Factory 
Plans Improvements 


(Evening Telegraph, June 23, 


1920) 
— Superinlendent 
Walter 


Watkins of the Dixon plant of the 
Brown Shoe company this morn- 
ing announced that 
work 
had 


started on alteralions and im- 
provemenls on. the local plant, 
which, when completed, would rep- 
resent an expenditure of not less 
than $50,000. 


Thousands of dollars worth of 


plumbing is to be installed in the 
buillding and this contract has 
been let to Otto Witzlcb. 


'Death of Booze' Celebrated 
During Big Victory Program 


In the Jan. 16, 1920 issue of The Telegraph, the 


newspaper reported in banner headlines a "birth" and a 
"death." 


• On that date, the "birth" story reported the first 


meeting of the members of the League of Nations in Paris 


with the United States conspiciously absent. 
•"'-- 
slory had. at the 


The numbers of 
and 
ladies and 


The "death 


lime, 
more 
reverberalions 
in 


Dixon. ^ On Jan. 16th. Ihe Consli- 
tutioYial prohibition became ef- 
fective at midnight and The Tele- 
graph reported: "Death of Booze 
in United Slales; Final Sprees 
Planned in Cilics." 


Celebrations were of a different 


kind in Dixon, and The Telegraph 
reported: 


"The Victory program given at 


the Methodist church last evening 
in celebration of a prohibilion na- 
Uon was one of unusual interest. 


"The audience entered into the 


song service with enthusiasm un- 
der the inspiring leadership of 
H. A. Ahrens. 
Ihe 
orchestra 


mixed quartets 
were excellent. 


The reading by Dale Senneff was 
rendered in a way showing the 
attitude of the younger genera- 
tion 
to 
the great prohibition 


movement. 
The DcHaven chil- 


dren's parl in Ihe program was 
a delight. 


Mayor SpcaKs 


"Mayor Mark Smith was the 


first speaker 
on 
the 
program 


and he expressed his pleasure in 
being present at the celebration 
and with words that did credit to 
his principles, of which Dixon cit- 
izens are in no wise ignorant, he 
gave an excellent address. 
He 


said the responsibility of enforc- 
ing the prohibition law rested not 
alone with the city officials, but 
with each individual citizen. 


"State's Atlorney Harry Ed- 


wards was Ihe next speaker on 
the program. 
His address gave 


an idea of the legal difficulties 
encountered in the making of a 
dry nation and spoke of the cer- 
tain efficacy of the search and 
seizure law, 


"The speech by Rev. Joseph 


Beech, returned missionary from 
China, was most thoughtful. H. L. 
Fordham, the dry leader in the city 
campaigns, and Rev. Ernest Lums- 
den, pastor of the church, who was 
in Washington when the 
18th 


amendment was passed, gave high- 
ly interesting and instruclive ad- 
dresses. Each eulogized Ihe pro- 
hibitionists who were martyrs to 
the cause, the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, for its untir- 
ing efforts in educating the pub- 
lic to the evils of liquor, and all 
others who assisted in the great 
movement that brought to pass 


a prohibition nation." 


Xo "Sprees" 


No reports of "sprees" in Dixon 


were reported by The Telegraph 
on the date following the enforce- 
ment of the -18th Amendment. 


On January 29th, Sheriff Frank 


A. 
Schoenholz received orders ' 


from the federal authorities to 
take inventory of all liquor seized «fc 
in raids or confiscated from per- 
sons who violated the law and 
file a report at an early date of 
all liquor held. 


On the same date Chief of Po- 


lice Van Bibber wrote to Chicago 
authorities asking for information 
on this subject. 


Flu Epidemic 


The flu epidemic which swept 


the nation in 1920 was first re- 
ported in Dixon in mid-January. 


On Jan. 19th, The Telegraph re- 


ported that "the first cases of in- 
fluenza" in Dixon have been re- 
ported by City Health Officer Dr. 
J. B. Werren, and he at once is- 
sued warning- that further cases 
are to be expected." 


On that same date 1,789 new 


cases were reported in Chicago. 


In Dixon. too, special warnings 


were issued to 
safeguard 
the 


health of the community. Warn- 
ing placards were printed by the 
city authorities and were posted 
on every house from which a case 
of flu was reported. 


In reports from other sections 


of the nation, the death figures 
exceeded those of the epidemics in 
1918 and 1919. 
On Jan. 31st. Dr. 


E. B. Owens was named by state 
authorization to assist in the fight 
to subdue the plague. 


(On Feb. 9th, Dr. Werren re- 


ported that the flu danger hart 
passed.) 


m 


SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Jan. 
6, 


1920) — The Board of Education of 
'the Dixon schools at its regular 
meeting last night directed that a 
tract covering about seven acres 
and embracing 37 lots in Black 
Hawk Addition be purchased as an 
athletic park and playground for 
use by the soliool children. 


Church of God of Abrahamic Faith 
To Mark 25th Anniversary of Edifice 


The Dixon Church of God of the 


Abrahamic Faith will observe the 
25th anniversary of its present edi- 
fice at 221 West Morgan street in 
October of this year (1951). 


The beginnings of the faith in 


Dixon, however, go back many 
years to 1860 when John Becker 
and his family moved to Dixon 
from Chicago. 


Mr. Becker, a believer in the 


faith taught by the Church of God, 
had an interest in a-flour mill lo- 
cated where Ihe hydraulic plant 
now stands. In the fall of 1860, 
they sent for H. V. Reed, a young 
minister in Chicago, to hold a se- 
ries of meetings. He came to Dixon 
in the spring of 1861 and made 
several visits later. The meetings 
were held in Ihe old courthouse, in 
a lillle church on West Boyd street 
in north Dixon and several other 
places. As, a result of these meet- 
ings, tj small congregation was 
formed. 


The basis of this faith was a 


strong belief in the second coming 
of Christ. During this time the 
doctrine of the second coming was 
not accepted readily, and the teach- 
ing of Mr. Reed received consider- 
able opposition. Although the be- 
lief taught was well supported by 
a 
large 
number of churches 


throughout the United Stales, il 
was new to the people of Dixon; 
and because Mr. Reed was the first 
to present these thoughts in this 
community, the people were mis- 
takenly called Reedites. 


Meet for Bible Study 


This little company of believers 


met regularly for Bible study with 
Mr. and Mrs. Becker as leaders. 
When this couple Jaft Dixon years 
later, Julius and John Anderson, 
who had become diligent Bible stu- 
dents and earnest speakers, as- 
sumed leadership of the group. 
From time to time many ministers 
of the denomination visited Dixon, 
many of them outstanding nation- 
al speakers. H. V. Reed, who help- 
ed inaugurate this work, came to 
be an outstanding orator. 


No regular preaching services 


were held until the last of the 80s, 
when J. S. Hatch, who lived in 
Lanark, began to visit Dixon regu- 
larly once each month, holding a 
week's meeting on each visit. In 
1893, D. M. Hudler of Iowa as- 
sumed charge of this work and 
continued for several years. He 
made regular trips to Dixon, hold- 
ing several night services in addi- 
tion to Sundays, on each trip. 
These men were followed in turn 


CHURCH OF GOD OF ABRAHAMIC FAITH 


JOHN BECKER 
REV. JAMES M. WATKINS 


by many outstanding denomina- 
tional leaders. 


Work Done by Ladle* 


There is no record of any formal 


ladles' organization in early years, 
although the ladies of the church 


were very active in charitable en- 
terprises during that period. Many 
records remain of the work done 
in preparing clothing and other 
necessities for people in the west 
who appear to have had many eco- 


nomic problems. The most active 
subsidiary of the church during 
the early years was the Berean 
Society. This organization, primar- 
ily for young people and young 
adults, operated as a study group. 
Through the efforts of this local 
group, a state organization was 
formed in 1898. The name Berean 
was later accepted by the national 
organization as the name of its 
young people's organization. This 
work came to its zenith through 
efforts of Ada and Anna Drew, 
both residents of Dixon. These 
ladles developed and sponsored the 
work not only in Dixon, but also 
throughout the state. 


Church In Reorganized 


Throughout these 
years, the 


church met in various halls in 
Dixon. 
Organizational 
practices 


were very weak in those days, as 
was tho cuslom of many early 
churches. On Dec. 12, 1920, 'he 
local members mel al Miller's hall 
and reorganized as a church body. 
William G. Ford, DcWill Daunllcr, 
Lyman Boolh, and William Eck- 
ert, were selected to lead this 
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HAS BEEN OUR BUSINESS FOR THE LAST 


PERMANENTS 


COLD WAVES 


HAIR SETS 


MART. HINKLE 


Operator 


GLADYS IRELAND 


Owner 


JOYCE WUNDERUCH 


Operator 


Beautiful hair until quite recently was a laborious process. It was plaited, braided, interwoven with jew- 
elry, flowers and ribbons, piled high on the head in elaborate pompadours or falling mid-way down the 
back in long curls. Grandmother used "crimpers", a curling iron heated over an oil lamp, to curl her 
locks, and she carefully "put up" her hair at night with rags and paper curlers. 


t 


Since then hair styles have radically changed, but always to enhance the beauty of women. The modern 
woman lives a fast pace. She cannot spend hours of time on an elaborate hair-do, and then sit back look- 
ing beautiful, but purely ornamental, as women did in the pas»l. She leads an active life, and her hair 


must be always attractive. 


Thus beauty has become our business. Hair styling is done quickly and efficiently by skilled operators 
and stylists, who are prepared through their excellent training and experience to make the modern woman 
the most beautiful woman of all time by styling and cutting your hair to suit your personality and to give 


you soft, natural looking permanent*, at a reasonable cost. 


LIU) 


. HAtR 
TINTING 


* 


. MANICURES 
. FACIALS 


DIAL 2-7761 
B E A U T Y SHOP 
HO GALENA AVE. 


» 
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1921... 'Radio Telephony' Bids for Favor 
Dixon Company Reveals 
Plans to Install New Device 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 14, 1921)—Announcement 


was made today by the Dixon Home Telephone company 
that it would in the very near future install a high power 
wireless telephone plant in connectio'n with its Dixon office. 


Wireless or radio telephony has been making tremend- 


ous strides; in the past few months and while not yet of 
any great commercial value the 
" 


$1,000 Appropriated 
For Block House Site 


local telephone company proposes 
to be In position to furnish its 
patrons any commercial advan- 
tages which may eventually come 
out of it. 


The present 
value of radio 


telephony consists largely of re- 
ceiving music from phonograph 
and operas, press schedules, mar- 
ket reports, etc., and it is entirely 
within the range of possibilities 
that Dixon citizens may be able 
to hear the Chicago Grand Opera 
next year without leaving home. 


To Cooperate 


The telephone company will co- 


operate xvith The Evening Tele- 
graph so that readers will receive 
any news of value coming via the 
air, and the company will also 
cooperate with the many young 
men of the city who have in- 
stalled amateur wireless outfits 
by allowing them to experiment 
with apparatus which would per- 
haps be a little beyond the reach 
of the private purse. 


It is the intention to install a 


station powerful enough to re- 
ceive anything sent out on this 
continent or western Europe. 


On June 21, 
1921. 
Governor 


Small 
signed 
Senator 
H. 
G. 


Wright's bill making an appropri- 
ation of $1,000 for the purchase 
by the state of the blockhouse 
site in Dixon 
where Abraham 


Lincoln was sworn into the mili- 
ti? in the Black Hawk war by 
Jefferson Davis, then a lieutenant 
o* the United States Army. 


On the same date trie ladies of 


the D. A, R. announced that they 
would someday 
erect a 
fitting 


monument at the site. 


15.000 CELEBRATE FOUKTII 
(Evening 
Telegraph. July 5, 


1921)—The biggest crowd that 
ever gathered at the Rock River 
Assembly park in Dixon—a crowd 
which was swelled to a high mark 
of 
approximately 15,000 people 


during the evening hours—cele- 
brated the Fourth at the popular 
pleasure resort yesterday; and all 
were rewarded with probably the 
finest and greatest entertainment 
of its kind ever provided in North- 
ern Illinois. 


Old 13th Infantry 
Holds East Reunion 


(Evening Telegraph, May 25, 


1921)—Fourteen of the 122 'sur- 
vivors of the old 13th Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry, who met here 
yesterday to celebrate the mus- 
tering In of the regiment of over 
1,000 men on May 24, 1861, parted 
after their campfirc at the Na- 
chusa Tavern last evening; and 
with saddened hearts • and tear- 
dimmed eyes the "boys" tried to 
act as if they' xvere coming back to 
Dixon next year for their 61st re- 
union. 


But, 
deep in the consciousness 


ot each _was the realization that 
never again will the survivors of 
that gallant old fighting unit meet 
again to reminisce, to chide each 
other good naturcdly and to keep 
alive that wonderful comradeship, 
borne in the trials and hardships 
of 'the campaigns of '61-'6'1; for it 
had been determined that the re- 
union this £ear was to be the last 
one; 


(Of the 1-1. only two from Dix- 


on wer« present. They were John 
King and Charles H. N'oble.) 


Dixon Scenic Spots 
Are Noted in Booklet 


(Evening Telegraph, -July 
25. 


1921)—"Wonderland 
of Illinois, 


Rock River at Dixon," is the name 
of a new booklet'setting forth the 
beauties around Dixon and just off 
the press for the Dixon Chamber 
o' Commerce. 


BAKERY GOODS 


FOR 


YEARS 


MRS. PHILLIPS 
MR. L. C. KLEIN 
MR. HAROLD PHILLIPS 


DELICIOUS PASTRIES—Prepared in one of the'most 
completely equipped bake shops of Northern Illinois. 
It has always been our aim to offer to the public tasty, 
wholesome goods (in fine variety) at a reasonable 
price. 


This, combined with fast, courteous service during the 
past ten years, is responsible tor a reputation compar- 
able to that of the higher class shops in the city. 


Q U A L I T Y 
BAKED GOODS 
A L W A Y S 


FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


PHILLIPS 


BAKE 
SHOP 


319 First St. 
Phone 2-7111 


1941 -1951 


See You in the Funny Papers! 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH: 
TUES 


BRINGING UP 
BY GEORGE-McMANUS 


Seniors Score 
Dramatic Hit 


The North Dixon high school 


class of '21 scored an immense hit 
with the presentation of the com- 
edy "A Pair of Sixes" on March 
4 and 5, 1921. 


The Telegraph reported that the 


comedy was "exceptionally 
weIA 


attended, the hall being packed, 
with patrons turned away at the . 
door." 


"The play," the newspaper con- 


tinued, "was well staged and the 
young people were, letter perfect 
in their parts, Robert Dixon and 
Orville Hoon receiving the compli- 
ment of being compared to profes- 
sionals by many who attended the- 
production last evening." 


Of the* other individual perform** 


anccs, The Telegraph said: 


"Julius Knicl carried his role 


with case and Ruth Chase, viva- 
cious as always, as Sally Parker, 
the stenographer, made a hit. Rob- 
ert Rhodes and Clinton Ives and 
Wilfred Shawger, as well as Ar- 
nold LaCour and Theodore Rees 
interpreted their parts with grace 
and ease, while- Josephine Smith 
as Mrs. : George NeUleton per- 
formed her part with neccasar^, 
dignity and grace, Dorothy Ray- 
• 


mond as the beautiful Miss Cole 
scored a decided hit as did Marga- 
ret Knicl as Coddles, the demure 
English maid of all work." 


Chamber of Commerce 
Rated Foremost in Illinois 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 11, 


1921)—Dixon today is rated as 
being foremost in Chamber of 
Commerce organizations 
in the 


itate, taking that honor from Ke- 
wance, which was rated first for 
several months. 


The reports at the noon lunch- 


eon today showed that the new 
high mark of 550 which was estab- 
lished yesterday had been exceeded 
and the team reported-a grand" 
total of 563 members secured in 
the four-day campaign. 


• • * 


Dixon's triumph in the 
cam- 


paign was the result of a serious 
and intensive expansion program 
which had been planned since the 
first of the year. 
Enthusiastic 


meetings were held after which 
all Dixon citizens were invited 
to boost the community spirit. 


Some of Dixon's needs as out- 


lined by the citizens in one group 
conference in late January in- 


cluded: 


Pure milk supply, consider high 


school needs, additional children's 
playgrounds with supervisor, com- 
munity market, community house, 
rest room for visitors, consider 
needs for home, foster infant in- 
dustries, community cooperation, 
add to hospital and equipment, in- 
crease street car services, consider 
need for another bridge, improve 
unpaved streets, consider streets 
and 
alleys, 
encourage 
better 


amusements, and support public 
officers. 


LUTHER LEAGUE MEETS 
(Evening Telegraph, July 16, 


1921)—The reception which mark- 
ed the opening of the 27th annual 
convention of the Luther League 
of Illinois being held in this city, 
was attended by more th.an 300 
people who filled St. Paul's Luth- 
eran church last night. 


Revenge! 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 22, 


1921) — Coach 'Vazina's basket 
shooters last night made up the 
defeat suffered by the hands of 
Sterling in the football season, by 
giving the visitors the worst drub- 
bing they have received so far this 
year. It was predicted by the writ- 
er that Dixon should win but not 
by the easiness of which they won. 
The lads from our neighboring city 
were completely outclassed at all 
stages of the game and at no time 
were able to cope with the fast, 
whirlwind style of game that the 
Dixon quintet displayed. 


The score, which was ,29 to 17, 


shows that Dixon was the better 
team without a doubt. 


• HOT TIME IN OLD TOWN 


(Evening Telegraph, July 13, 


1921)—The hottest day of the 
year was recorded here yesterday 
when the mercury in the govern- 
ment thermometer reached a maxi- 
mum reading of 104 degrees. 


"Booze/ 'Moonshine' Added 
To Dixonites' Vocabulary 


"Moonshine," 
"hooch," 
and 


"booze" became frequently used 
words in ,the vocabulary of Dixon- 
ites in the early years of the Roar- 
ing Twenties. 
Newspapers were 


almost daily filled with reports of 
raids on "booze" places and "boot- 
leg" centers. 


One report tells of a 12-year-old 


girl who was acting as agent for 
her' uncle's distillery 
on River 


street and there were frequent re- 
ports, of Confiscation on highways 
and in villages in; Lee county. 


Sheriff Schoenholz and Chief ot 


Police Van Bibber were very busy 
men in the early years of prohibi- 
tion, and although Dixon's offenses 
were no greater, than those of 
other 
communities, 
there was 


plenty of activity for those en- 
trusted with enforcing the 18th 
Amendment. , 
^ 


"Home Brew" 


"Bathtub gin" and "home brew" 


were frequently spoken of, and 


SOONER OR LATER 
YOU TOO, WILL TRY 


Guaranteed by ^ 


Good Housekeeping 


Culligan Soft Water Service 
congratulates The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph on its first hundred years 
of service to our * community, and 
wishes even greater success in the 
years ahead. 


CULLIGAN 


SOFT WATER SERVICE 


DIXON APPLIANCE CO. 


103 PEORIA AVE. 
DIAL 34)241 


temperance unions, having won 
the Prohibition, could not for a 
moment let down in their attacks 
on the evils of strong drink. 


One of the most sensational ac- 


counts of the year was the story 
of a capture in April of 1921. 
The Telegraph carried the ban- 


r headline: "55,000 Worth of 


Booze Captured Near Nachusa.* 
In that raid robbers with three 
auto loads of alcohol were taken. 
When one of the cars mired in 
mud, the towcrman, believing them 
train robbers, called Officer Joe 
Miller. The cars were bound from 
Chicago to Sioux City. 


Earlier in the year, on January 


2nd, 40 gallons of "booze" were 
captured in a stolen automobile 


, and the story made the bai«^ 


ner headlines for the next day. 


On Sept. 23, 
1921, The Tele- 


graph reported: "Through the un- 
tiring efforts of the Dixon police 
department, four houses in this 
city were searched at the noon 
hour today and quantities of liquor 
found in each place. 
Approxi- 


mately 150 gallons of hooch wcra 
taken in the raid which was con- 
ducted 
by 
Commissioner John 


Armstrong, Chief Van Bibber, Oljfc 
ficcrs Whctstein and Miller, De- 
puty Sheriff Robert Phillips and 
two representatives from the of- 
fice of Attorney General Brundage 
in Chicago." 


J. G. Penney Store 
Began Here in 1921 


. The J. C. Penney Company^ 
store in Dixon ia one of 1,611 Pei^ 
ncy retail units throughout the 
nation. The local store, at 111 
Galena avenue, was established in 
1921. 


The company's slogan is "The 


Store/That Thrift Built," and it is 
the company's policy to offer re- 
tail 
goods, 
including 
women's 


ready-to-wear 
and accessories, 


men's clothing, furnishings and 
shoes and garments for the cntiM 
family at the lowest possible cosw 


J. A. Riedercr is manager of the 


local store and he says, "Our 
prices reflect real value every 
day. Our prices, every day, are 
consistently low, quality for qual- 
ity." 


The Penney company, incorpo- 


rated 49 years ago, has grown into 
a billion-dollar organization. 


Movies, 1921 


Among the featured movie at- 


tractions being exhibited at the 
Family theatre in Dixon during 
1921 wereT 


Constance Talmadge in 
"The 


Perfect Woman." 


Douglas MacLcan (son of for- 


mer Dixon clergyman) in 
Home Stretch." 


Wallace Reid in "The Love Spe- 


cial." 
: 
N 


Norma 
Talmadge 
in 
"The 


Woman Gives." 


Douglas 
Fairbanks 
in "The 


Mark of Zorro." 


Bebe Daniels in 
"One Wild 


'Week." 


Marguerite Clark in "Easy to 


Get." 


Rupert Hughes' "The Old 
Will Rogers in "Honest 
Gloria Swanson in "The Great 


Moment." 


Charles Ray in "The Midnight 


Bell." 


EXTRA! DEMPSEY WINS! 
On July 2, 1921, The Telegraph 


printed a "Fight Extra" in which 
it was reported that Jack Dcmp- 
sey had defeated Georges Carpen- 
ticr in the fourth round of the^ 
battle at Jersey City. 
^ 
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HEY 
BROTHERS 
WERE 
FIRST 


—To install electric ice 
cream cabinets in Illinois 
(1924). ' 


—In Illinois to use square 
single service containers 
Ion bulk ice cream. 


—In the area to sell quart 
packages of ice cream 
filed at the factory. 


—In Illinois to package 
gallons of ice cream for 
home use (1927). 


1 HEY 


BROTHERS 
WERE 
FIRST.. 


HEY BROTHERS "NEW HOME" On Corner of Madison and First Street, Dixon, III. 


4 


< 
< 
4 


—In the area to use pint 
packages colored to des- 
ignate the flavor. 


—In Illinois to furnish milk 
or cream coolers to farm- 
ers to insure premium 


• quality. 


—In Illinois to use Stain- 
less Steel Milk Cans. 


—In the area to furnish' 
self - service ice cream 
cases. .- 


HEY 
THERS 
Best 


ICE 


CREAM 


* *. 


Years' Experie 


* New Beautiful 
* Modern Sanitary E 
* Abundant Refrigeration 


* Superior Fresh Cream 


X 
^f, 


* Mellow Lasting Flavor 
* Premium duality Fruits, Nuts 
* Expertly Processed 


Dixon's "First" Ice Cream !! 
Dixon's "Own" Ice Cream !! 
Dixon's "Finest" Ice Cream I! 


"Particular People" Prefer 


HEY BROTHERS 


ICE CREAM!! 
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1922...Flood Plunges City in Darkness 


American Legion Auxiliary 


Charter in 1922 


The annual poppy sale for disabled veterans to be held 


this month by Dixon unit No. 12 of the American Legion aux- 
iliary is only one of the many activities in which the auxil- 
iary, participates in behalf of veterans, their dependents and 
the community. 
• 
• . , . . , . 
». 
4 
/** 
The Dixon unit of the auxiliary received its charter Oct. 


22,1922, after the American Legion women's national organ- 
ization was founded Nov. 12,1922, in Kansas City, Mo. 


But the history of 
the Dixon 


Auxiliary began long before these 
dates. 


In 1917 after Company G. 6th 


niinois 
Infantry, 
left 
Dixon, 


mothers of the company got to- 
gether to make and send treats to 
the men. As the war situation 
grew worse, more men were in- 
ducted into sen-ice with the old 
Company G, and 
many were 


shipped overseas. 


Women Send Packages 


Mothers, 
sister* 
and 
wives 


joined in packing boxes of treat* 
and 
warm 
clothing, 
making 


bandages, sewing and knitting. 
This group of women, first known 
as the War Mothers, then the 
Service Star Legion, and later to 
become the American Legion Aux- 
iliary, continued working for the 
comfort of the sen-ice men. 


After the Armistice, with the 


ill- and wounded returning from 
overseas, these women added new 
services, assisting veterans and' 
their families with food, clothing, 
shelter and often with rent, fuel 
and actual care of the ill, and 
making contributions to the old 
Speed Way (Maywood) hospital, 
the nearest veteran facility. 


Organizing under its American 


Legion Auxiliary charter, the 106 
members adopted as their primary 
purpose for organization the care 
of the disabled veteran and his 
dependents, 
with 
rehabilitation 


and child welfare on the program. 


First President 


Mrs. Clea Bunnell was first 


president of the newly chartered 
Auxiliary unit. 
Four names on 


the charter appeared in gold. 


The Auxiliary's 380 members 


hold meetings on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of each month 
at 8 p. m. to carry forth some 18 
services for the disabled veteran, 
first in the home, then into Dixon 
State, Elgin, and Downey or North 
Chicago hospitals, all assigned the 
local unit by the state Auxiliary 
department. 


Canteen books are provided the 


indigent patient 
for 
cigarets 


fresh fruit or creature comfort 
and entertainment is sponsom 
for 
the 
hospitalized 
veteran. 


Insulin 
for 
the 
diabetic and 


Vaponefrin for the asthma victim 
are provided for veterans unable 
o pay for this expensive medicine, 
and at Christmas time gifts are 
urnished the veteran to mail to 
members of his family of all 
.ge*. A veteran in the hospital at 
Easter time is allowed a gift of 
its own choice. 
The Auxiliary assists with its 
iursery for veterans' children in 
the tubercular section of Downey 
ospital and provides a loan fund 
or children to borrow to com- 
lete education or training. The 
init's wheel chair, loaned free, is 
n constant use. 
Home sewing 


s carried on the year round. 


Donates to Projects 


The 
Auxiliary 
donates 
to 


scouting, cancer 
control, 
polio 


und, Salvation Army, March of 
>imes, T. B. 
bonds. 
Crippled 


Children, 
Christian 
Education. 


U.S.O., Friends of the 
Library, 


Goodfellows, 
iron lung, 
Youth 


Center, Red Cross and other com- 
munity projects. 


The Auxiliary has sent six girls 


o "Illinois Girls' State" for one 
week to receive instruction on 
government, parliamentary pro- 
cedure, speech improvement and 
safety as part of the citizenship 
)rogram. - They 
are: 
Shirley 


ktyers1, 
Carol 
Green, Helen 


ibinden. Patricia Wagner, Jean 
Hoff and Mary Ellen Rosbrook. 


Money taken In 
from 
poppy 


sales over expenses is returned to 
the veteran and his dependents 
through the Auxiliary service pro- 
gram. Poppy poster and Amer- 
canism essay contests, with cash 
prizes, are 
conducted 
in 
the 


schools, and the Auxiliary assists 
in providing food and clothing in 
the home* of ill and diiabled vet- 
eran* when needed. 


Work With Children 


The 
child welfare 
program 


assists not only with food, cloth- 
ing, shelter and medical aid, but 
also to educational and spiritual 
needs. 


Past presidents assist in the 


T. B. clinc, stuffing Christmas seal 
letters and preparing them for 
mailing. 
This group cares for 


the hospitalized ex-service women 
(Nurses, Wacs, Waves and Spars) 


The orchestra is of young men 


and women. 


$1,133,719 IN TAXES 


(Evening Telegraph, May 3, 


1922) — Probably • the 
highest 


amount of taxes ever collected in 
Lee county ha* been paid from 
Feb. 25 to April 30 at the office 
of County Treasurer William C. 
Thompson. The record* *how that 
$1,122,719.94 ha* been collected 
this spring. 


Symphony Orchestra 
Puts on Performance 


(Evening Telegraph, 
May 2, 


1922)—Those who did not attend 
the concert given by the Dixon 
Symphony Orchestra lait evening 
at the Methodist church missed a 
rare treat. 


The director, Will H. Smith, may 


well be prOud of hi* orchestra, for 
every number given was heartily 
enjoyed and was greeted with, en- 
thusiastic applause by the audi- 


Flood Paralyzed Dixon in 1922 


at Downey hospital, and provides 
ooms for rug weaving and other 
therapy tool*, and are active in 
the sale of veteran craft articles. 


Presidents since Mr*. Bunnell 


have included: Mr*. Viola Strub, 
Mrs. Lillian Steven*, Mr*. Cora- 
belle George, Mr*. Mary Schmuck- 
r, Mr*. Minnie Miller. Mr*. Mazie 
Kelly, Mrs. Marie Hetler, Mr*. 
Clara 
Traynor, 
Mr*. 
Emma 


'halen, Mrs. Dorothy Teschen- 
dorff, Mr*. Zildah Kennaugh, Mm. 
Srma Ommen, Mrs. Edna Arnould, 
Ura. Dorothy 
Christman, 
Mrs. 


Esther Walder, Mr*. Lucille Mont- 
gomery, 
Mr*. 
Lucile Gorham, 


Vlrs. Katherine Flynn, Mr*. Connie 
Wood, Mrs. Jean DeWerff 
and 


Mr*. Iva CaUahan. 


1950-51 Officers 


Officers for 
1950-51 include: 


>resident, 
Mrs. 
Iva 
Callahan; 


senior vice president, Mrs. Herbert 
Chadwick; junior vice president, 
Mrs. Donald 
Nolan; secretary, 


Mrs. Lester Ommen; treasurer, 
Mrs, Frank Wilson; historian, 
Mrs. R i c h a r d Hammerstrom, 
chaplain, 
Mrs. 
Otto 
Flamm; 


serge&nt-at-arms, 
Mr*. 
Dewey 


Adolph; 
assistant 
sergeant-al- 


arms, Mrs. Harold Dunseth; junior 
past president, Mrs. Roy DeWerff; 
and musician, Mrs. George 
Walker. 


Three 
members, Mrs. 
Viola 


Strub, Mrs. Clarence Kelly and 
Mrs. Lester Ommen have served 
as 13th 
district director. Mrs. 


Ommen this year 1* vice president 
of the second division. On the 
department 
rehabilitation 
com- 


mittee this year is Mrs. James 
Traynor and Mrs. Hyman Walder 
is Dixon State hospital chairman. 


Congratulations 


to the 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


for Teaching its 


100th ANNIVERSARY! 


That attainment means, that in reaching this goal o! 100 Birth- 
days* it had to be built on a solid foundation 100 years, and has 
had to be managed in the same manner as it was founded— 
interested not only in its own survival and growth, but interested 
chiefly in the welfare and growth of the community it has served 
these many years. 
Regardless of the capabilities of management, no institution can 
prosper and grow without cooperation and interest at heart of 
a loyal staff. 
We are happy that this agency, though founded only four years 
ago and still in its embryonic stage, was founded in the same 
solid manner/laying a firm foundation of reliable and strong 
companies and cementing these solid stones together with per- 
sonal, individual study and recommendations of our client's 
need, and giving the service so necessary. 
Our agency has made no effort to expand and grow faster than 
the foundation can withstand, but we are proud of the fact that 
at the close of each day we find that we have strengthened our 
stability and have added more solid construction to our institu- •* 
tion. 
Our chief interest is service and safety to our clients and com- 
munity, and our interest in you, our'clients, does not die with 
the signing of your application, but ... 
"SERVICE BEYOND 
CONTRACT." 
Though we personally will not be here to see this agency cele- 
brate its 100th anniversary we are proud that we are the founders 
that laid the solid foundation strong enough to hold 100 years' 
steady growth. 


Huge Rock river ice gorges in 1922 caused water to back up and rise about 


eight feet, flooding Dixon homes and causing 30 families to evacuate to higher 
ground and putting the city gas and power plants out of commission. At upper left 
is view of ice gorge, looking west at Galena avenue bridge. At upper right, occu- 
pants of a flooded home remove their belongings. Photo at bottom shows I. N. U. 
steam generating plant, which was flooded and plunged city into darkness. 


American Legion Football Team, 1922 


5O2 FIRST ST. DIXON, ILLINOIS. 


American Legion sponsored several sports activities in early '20s. Legion 


football team for 1922 includes (left to right): 


Front—Kennedy, Heinze, Risley, Coach Dixon, Vaughn, Austin, Moore. 
Middle—Hess, Hutchinson, Garvey, Coakley, Altenderfer, Glessner, Gebhardt. 
Back—Wilhelm, Schuler, Miller, Countryman, Whippleberg, Schrock, Hartman, 


Gorham. 


Waters Drive 30 Families 
From Homes as River Rises 


During the spring of 1922, the city of Dixon underwent 


one of its greatest floods when ice gorges breaking iup 
above the city caught at Dixon and formed huge ice gorges, 
causing the river water to rise to eight feet above its normal 
stage., 
';• ' 
During the flood havoc wrought by the rampaging 


stream, 30 families were forced 
to seek new quarters to escape 
the floodwaters and one man 
dropped dead while moving his 
possessions from his home. 


Power, gas and lights were 


shut off, and the citizens were 
forced to revert to many of^ the 
primitive conditions that faced 
their forefathers, although they 
were less prepared for them. 


The story of the flood in The 


Telegraph 
occupied many col- 


umns, and the running accounts 
of the day-by-day stage of the 
floodwaters until they finally re- 
ceded show clearly that although 
the beautiful Rock river has con- 
tributed much tb the fortunes of 
Dixon's residents, the stream can 
in its more violent periods be- 
come a wanton and capricious 
monster. 
* * * 
' Feb. 28, 1922—The condition of 
Rock river at this point be'came 
alarming at the noon hour today 
and the prospects pointed to the 
highest stage of water in many 
years. 
Between 4 and 12 this 


morning the water below the dam 
had risen 30 inches and a six-inch 
rise was noted during the noon 
hour. 
/ 
* * * 


March 1, 1922—Rock river, or- 


dinarily a peaceful and beautiful 
stream, is today causing thou- 
sands of dollars of damage to 
Dixon residents and threatens 
still greater havoc. 


Gorged with ice from Nelson 


to Dixon, the river has over- 
flowed its banks and flooded out 
at least 30 homes and many busi- 
ness houses. A raise of five feet 
two inches in the stag* of water 
in the last 36 hours is recorded at 
Dixon and the river is still com- 
ing up. 
A ten-Inch raise was 


noted at the Dixon hydro-electric 
plant between 
today. 


7 and 9 a. m. 


March 2, 1922—The gorge and 


flood in Rock river reached more 
serious 
proportions last 
night 


near midnight and resulted In the 
death Of one man, Gust Pleper, 
64. who dropped dead from heart 
failure while attempting to help 
in • the removal of his household 
goods ahead of the rising waters. 


The steam generating plant of 


the I. N. U. and the gas plant 
were both helplessly flooded about 


Lee A. M. E. Church Organized 
By Congregation 29 Years Ago 


The Lee A.M-E. church was first 


organized by 12 persons at the 
home of William Swain in Dixon in 
1922, and Rev. Spear became the 
first pastor of the new congrega- 
tion. 


Shortly afterward Mrs. Luceal 


Rendal gave the congregation a 
small building where it 
wor- 


shipped for the next 10 years. 


Original members of the congre- 


gation of Lee A.M.E. church were: 
Arthur Kadogan, William Swain, 
R. E. Burke, Charles Smith. Silas 
Smith, Wesley Ashford, Mrs. Dele- 
na Kadogan, Mrs. Ella Smith, Mrs. 
Eva Cook Mack, Mrs. Clara Young 
and Mattie Goodman. 


Trustee* were Arthur Kodogan, 


William Swain and R. E. Burke, 
and stewards were Charles Smith, 
Mattie Goodman and Wesley Ash- 
ford. Stewardesses were Delena 
Kadogan, Mattie Swain and Eva 
Cook Mack. 


The first Sunday school superin- 


tendent was William Swain. 


In 1932. the present church 


building at 509 Seventh street was 
purchased, with the Rev. Charles 
Enoch as pastor at the time. The 
purchase of the building was made 
possible largely through the ef- 
forts of Mrs. Luceal Rendal, and 
coat $1,100. 


Pastors up to this time had been 


Revs. Day. Penn, Bess, Bell, Bry- 
ant, Sapptains and Peterson. Pas- 
tors following Rev. Enoch were 
Revs. Gaylor, Cohman and A. G. 
Winslow. 


Present Pastor 


In December, 1950, the Rev. 


Charles Henry Peugh, took over 
the pastorship of the church, 
which today has a congregation of 
24 members. 


Present church leaden 
are: 


Trustees—Delena Kadogan, John 
Bell, Etta Springfield, Bessie Pen- 
nington and Gene Ashford; stew- 
ard*—Major Ashford, John Bell 
and Zelodias Williams; steward- 
esses—Pauline 
Wisely, 
Maggie 


Ashford and Delena Kadogan. 


Sunday school superintendent Is 


Major Ashford. Sunday school 
teachers are: Senior and junior 
classes, Johnnie Wyatt Jones; pri- 
mary class, Maggie Ashford; and 
secretary, Llllie Ashford. 


HOTEL CHANGES NAME 


The name of the Assembly Park 


hotel was changed to "Bluebird 
the Home of Happiness," by Mr. 
and Mrs. C. M. Long, new proprt 
etors, on April 10, 1922. 


LEE A. M. E. CHURCH 


REV. CHARLES E. PEUGH 


LADY ASTOR DKCLINBS 
(Evening Telegraph, March 15, 


1922)—Efforts of Hugh S. Lynch, 
former schoolmate of Lady ^Jancy 
Astor, who Is now visiting in this 
country, to get her to come to 
Dixon to address the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Klwanls club, 
have failed. 


Dog Knows Master 
Aiter Long Absence 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 20, 


1922)—When John Boucher, Dix- 
on farmer, stepped to'the door of 
The Telegraph office 
yesterday 


afternoon, he was almost knocked 
off his feet when a dog, which was 
accompanying a little girl along1 
the street, made an effort to "eat 
him up." 


But the canine was not angry, 


he was merely showing the great 
joy that was his in again seeing 
his master, from whom he had be- 
come lost over a year ago. The 
farmer's joy was no less great, al- 
though .not so demonstrative. "Fi- 
do" la again enjoying a welcome at 
his old master's home. 


TWO NEW INDUSTRIES 
(Evening Telegraph, June 1, 


1922)—Two new industries, the 
Acme 
Manufacturing 
company 


and Acme Mineral Co., are to lo- 
cate in Dixon in the Utley-Noble 
building, known as the old college 
building. The Acme Manufactur- 
ing company makes a pig meal, a 
calf meal and a poultry meal, and 
the Acme Mineral company makes 
a mineral mixture formula. 


CHAMBER FETES FARMERS 


(Evening Telegraph, March 30, 


1922—(Over 800 rural citizens ol 
this community, guests of the Dix- 
on Chamber of Commerce, gath- 
ered with their hosts last evening 
in a banquet and entertainment 
Daniels, Bryan Talk 
At Lutheran Meeting 


During the Rock River Assem- 


bly at Dixon in August, 1922, Jose- 
phus Daniels, secretary of the 
Navy during World War I, tod 
William Jennings Bryan, oftlmes 
democratic candidate for presi- 
dent, lectured to the audience. 


Mr. Daniels predicted-that the 


next war would be fought in the 
air. Bryan lectured on Christianity 
"The World's Greatest Need." 


Maud Balling-ton Booth, leader 


of the Volunteers of America and 
famous woman lecturer', talked on 
her work with prisoners in vari 
ous penitentiaries. 


PARKING ZONES 


(Evening Telegraph, July 10 


1922) — Commissioner John 
Armstrong announced this morn- 
ing that a plan has been worked 
out to mark off the downtown 
street* with parking zones. 


2:30 and Dixon probably will be 
without gas service for several 
days, perhaps a week. Electricity 
has been secured over the lines of 
he Public Service company ^and 
Dixon is today receiving power 


nd light from Joliet. Th'e plant 
vas supplying Sterling, Freeport, 
>olo, Ashton, Nachusa, Forreston, 
Franklin Grove and many other 
mailer places. 
•':•: 


March 3, 1922—At noon today 


Dixon was just "sitting tight,'' 
nd in a manner of speaking, 
>ulling up her toes to keep them 
jut of the water.- 
-.j, • 


The flood situation has shown 
slight improvement so far as 


the stage of the water is con- 
cerned. 
The river has dropped 


nine inches since midnight -last 
night at the Dixon dam. 
.. 
£ 
* * * 


March 4, 1922—At noon today 


the Dixon flood is on the ebb.and 
prospects for an early return to 
normal conditions are brighter 
than at any time since the river 
started to rise. ' 
•-; 


Rock river had 
receded!-'; 16 


nches below the flood crest;;ahd 
vas still dropping, though very 
slowly. 
General Manager Alex- 


ander at the steam generating £ 
plant stated that he expected 'to 
lee the steam plant pumped'out 
>efore night and that by tomor- 
row night he expected to be}op- 
erating at least one of the 3,000 
cllowatt turbines and generating 
electricity. 


At the I. N. U. office it was pre- 


dicted "that Dixon would have 
street lights burning after 9 
o'clock 
tonight, 
relieving •'.•the 


darkness that has engulfed.-; the £ 
city 
streets 
since 
the 
flood 


washed over into the steam plant. 


The gorge still holds a, solid 


mass west of the I. C. railroad 
bridge and east of the big island 
above the dam. 
••• 
'* 


* 
* 
*• : 


March 6, 1922—Gas the end of 


;his week — probably 
Saturday. 


That is the best promise that Su- 
perintendent Adams of the local, 
gas plant could give The Tele- £ 
rraph this morning. 
™ 


The river has gone down about 


eight feet from the crest of the 
flood. The I. N. U. force at the 
steam generating plant in Dixon 
resumed operations 
last night, 


cutting in one of the two big tur- 
bines there at about 6:15 p. m. 


Over 
yesterday 
and 
today 


scores of families were able to 
start cleaning up their premises 
and moving back into their homes. _ 


It is believed that the warm 9' 


weather was responsible for the 
passing of the flood stage, for 
although the ice gorge below the 
city was still in place, the river 
was enabled to thaw a channel 
through it and -drain off the 
dammed up water. 


* * * 


March 
7, 
1922—Rock 
river, 


which last Wednesday night be- 
came ft swollen stream, causing 
hundreds of dollars of damage to W 
Dixon property, today has receded 
to nearly normal conditions, and 
danger of future floods here this 
spring passed with the breaking 
up of the ice gorges below and 
above the city. 


Today Dixon's flooded 
fam- 


ilies are back in their homes 
cleaning up and employes of the 
I. N. U. company are repairing 
damage done in the steam electric 
and gas plants. 
0 


Borrow Criticizes 
Constitution Change 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. a, 


1922)—Hon. Clarence Darrow of 
Chicago assailed one action of the 
proposed new constitution of Illi- 
nois before a crowd which packed 
the Lee county circuit court room 
Wednesday afternoon. 


The lawyer-orator in his unique 


manner strove not only to break 
down all of the section which per- 
tains to income tax and taxation, 
but assailed the members of the 
convention as well. He spoke for 
an hour and a half, using all but 
IS'minutes of his time in ridicu- 
ling the taxation clause. 
Dixon Mem Invents 
Automobile Radio 


(Evening Telegraph, July 22, 


1822)—William. Rusch has invent- 
ed a portable radio set which can 
be set up in an automobile and 
very clearly reproduces lectures, 
concerts and other programs. 
; 


Last evening he mounted his 


portable outfit in a sedan automo- 
bile and drove about the city giv- 
ing an exhibition of his latest de- 
vice. Many heard concerts and 
radio programs from a long dis- 
tance. 


BECORD RAINFALL 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 10, 


1022)—A record rainfall of 5.8 
inches, which fell on just and un- 
just alike in this vicinity last 
night, ended a drought of 45 days 
duration and proved a God-send 
to con, garden*, potato*, etc. 


{NEWSPAPER! 
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ACE SETS 


WITH THE FINEST QUALITY 


INDUSTRY, FARM and HOME at t 


-HOUSEWARES for 


T POSSIBLE PRICES 


Dixon's Oldest 
Hardware Store 


It gives us real pleasure to own and operate 
this store which is more than 100 years old. 
In 1849 a Mr. Alexander opened a hardware 
store across the street irom our present loca- 
tion. In 1850, he built the building and 
moved into our present location, at 88 
Galena Avenue. Over the years this store 
has been owned and operated by the fol- 
lowing: 


Alexander Hardware — Alexander and 
Howell Hardware — Howell and Sullivan 
Hardware — E. N. Howell Hardware — and 
now H. V. MASSEY HARDWARE. This 
store has been serving our community more 
than 100 years for their hardware needs. 


I' The present owners, the H. V. Masseys, pur- 


chased ,the store in 1930. They, with their 
capable staff, endeavor to give Dixon and 
the surrounding ar£a a complete hardware 
store with hardware for Industry, Farm and 
Home. 


FREE DELIVERY 


t 


Massey's Ace Store deliv- 
ers Free of Charge any 
order of reasonable size. 
We cover the entire trad- 
ing area and invite you to 
use our Delivery Service. 
Telephone orders are given 
very special attention. 


88 aALEN,A AVE. 


ryiTTr>g~i 
ILnS 


FOR 


BUILDER'S HARDWARE 


HOUSEWARE 


SPORTING GOODS 
PAINTS - GLASS 
TOOLS .-- CUTLERY 


ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
'FARMERS' NEEDS 


BAR STEEL 
- 


PIPE and FITTINGS 


TOYS - GIFTS 


APPLIANCES 


Friendly Service 


You will find shopping at. Massey's Ace Store a satisfy- 
ing experience. Our departments are stocked with your 
requirements and serviced by a courteous and experi- 


*' 


enced staff which is willing to assist you with your plans 
and problems. We invite you to come in and see us and 
to consult us at any time. We shall always try to please 
you with our quality merchandise - friendly service -- 


% 
-* 


and pace-setting low prices. 


ACE S 


V. MASS 


Complete Stocks With 


Loivest Prices 


Massey's Ace Store is the Hard- 
ware Shopping Center of this 
entire community. The Builder, 
the Farmer, -the Home Owner, 
the Housewife come to us 
for their needs. .Ourxmain floor 
and basement salesroom, plus 
our local warehouse stocks are 
complete with hardware and 
affiliated merchandise. 


All Ace Stores are home owned. 
The Ace Stores' Group Buying 
Power brings you — our custo- 
mers-your hardware needs at 
tremendous savings. 


Free Charge Accounts 


f 


Massey's Ace Store has many fine 
charge accounts. Our office wel- 
comes the opportunity of arrang- 
ing for you to open an account. 
We have regular charge accounts 
which are due the 10th of the 
month following the date of pur- 
chase. 


We also welcome time payment 
accounts which are payable weekly 
or monthly. We try to arrange 
payments to make it easy for the 
customer to pay. 


PHONE 2-0511 
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1923...Dixon Young Couple Weds in Sky 


Horace F. OrttPost No. 540 
Of VFW Organized in '23 


Horace F. Ortt Post 540, Vet- 


erans of Foreign Wars was organ- 
ized on November 13, 1923. The 
officers installed were Irvin Good- 
man. Commander: Walter Smith, 
Sr., Vice Commander; Edwin Ham- 
ill, Jr., Vice Commander; George 
Walker, Adjutant; Albert Ruggles, 
Quartermaster. 


The post was named after Hor- 


ace F. Ortt, a Dixon veteran, who 
was killed in action in World War 
I, and was awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Cross 
posthu- 


mously. To commemorate his sac- 
rifice, the Post erected a "monu- 
ment to his,memory in the Hay 
Market Square park. A~~flag pole 
was erected on the spot and for a 
number of years was used by the 
Elks in their flag day programs. 


One-of-the post activities was 


the erection and dedication of flag 
poles at the Lincoln school, St. 
Mary school, and the Nachusa 
Orphanage. 


During the war years a building 


was purchased on the River road 
and enlarged for a club room. They 
found that it would be to the ad- 
vantage of the post to sell the 
building and this was done; the 
funds were set aside for a building 
at some later date, and plans are 
now In progress for another club 
house. 


The post has rented rooms at 


83 ^ Galena avenue, and meets the 
first and third Thursdays of each 
month. The present officers of the 
post arc: 
, 


John Joe Thomas, Commander; 


Robert L. Schick, Senior Vice 
Commander; James Merritt, Jun- 
ior Vice Commander; Robert L. 
Farley, Adjutant; Joseph Breun- 
ig, Quartermaster; Frank Otto, 
Officer of the Day; James Colson, 
Guard; Orville Sheely, James Col- 
son. John Thomas, Trustees; Judge 
Advocate, Arthur Carlson. 


Amos Sharp, a post member and 


composing room foreman at The 
Evening Telegraph, is a past de- 
partment commander of the Illi- 
nois VFW. 
Past commanders of the post 


have been: 


Irvin Goodman, Walter Smith, 


George F. Walker, Albert Ruggles, 
Edwin F. Hamill, George Flatten, 
Oliver Portner, George Ortgiesen, 
John Godt, Eustace Wilson, Hugh 
Cruse, Clarence Welker, Henry 
Schumaker, John Thomas, Sr., 
Jrosper J. Benoodt, Donald Bry- 
ant, Gerard Brooks, August Fraza, 
Duane 
Donald 


PenUand, 
Nicklaus, 


John McKeel, 
Earl Hinrichs, 


Norman Wallin, William Welch 
and John Andrews. 


First Auto Show' 
Is Big Success 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 12, 


1923)—Dixon's first annual auto- 
mobile show drew to a close Sat- 
urday evening in the John Erwin 
buiidlng which is to be the future 
home of the Chevrolet. 


That the first show, given by 


the members of the automobile di- 
vision of the Chamber of Com- 
merce was a success from every 
standpoint, far exceeding the ex- 
pectations of its originators, was 
evidenced by the hundreds who 
filled the three floors of the new 
building Saturday evening and re- 
mained until after the announce- 
ment of the long list of prizes. 


Entering the show, the first ex- 


hibit was that of M. L. Dysart, 
showing a Peerless car. An eight- 
cylinder, 
five-passenger 
sedan 


which was driven out from Chi- 
cago for the last day of. the show 
was a feature of the day. Mr. Dy 
sart also showed one of the eight 
cylinder, four-passenger a p o r 
model phaetons. 


Kerz Brothers Serve 
Nation's Motorists 


Patrons of the Kerz Brothers 


Sinclair station at 322 Galena 
avenue include coast-to-coast mo 
torists who find the local one;stop 
service courteous and convenient. 


The station was established in 


1923 and now includes all the 
latest equipment for battery, tire 
and motor service and sells Sin- 
clair lubricants, motor oils and 
gasoline. The company also han- 
dles Goodyear tires, tubes and bat 
teries. 


"We guarantee everything we 


sell" has been the successful busi- 
ness slogan of the station since it 
was established here. 


Newman Motor Sales 
Started in 1923 


The Newman Motor Sales com- 


pany, located at 76-88 Ottawa ave- 
nue, has been in business in Dixon 
since 1923. 


In the firm's 28 years of serv 


ice to Lee and part of Ogle coun 
ty, the sales company has been 
located in a building completed in 
that year. Eighteen persons are 
now employed by the company. 


In addition to being authbrizec 


dealers for Dodge and Plymouth 
acrs and Dodge trucks, the com 
pany also deals in Mobilgas and 
Mobiloil. 


Eight Teams Open 
Bowling Season 


When the bowling .season go 


under way in the fall of 192; 
there were eight teams in th 
league at the Pastime alleys. Th 
teams and their captains, were: 


Yankees—Capt. Kelley; Tak 


'em 
All 
On—Capt. 
Rosbrook 


Runts—Capt Peters; Penn Oil— 
Capt. C. V. Chapman; Wild CaU 
—Capt. Boyer; Night Hawks— 
Capt Thompson; Tigers—Cap 
Hartzell; Giants—Capt. Devine. 


State Firemen Hold 
Annual Meeting Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan, 9, 


1923)—The 35th annual conven 
tion of the Illinois State Firemen's 
association convened in Dixon this 
morning with about 300 members 
registered at the opening session 
at 10:45. 


The opening session wai held 


at the Family theatre this morn- 
ing and was called to order by 
President Simon Kellerman, Jr. 
The Rev. Aubrey Shannon Moore, 
pastor of the Methodist church, 
delivered the invocation and was 
followed 
by 
Mayor 
Mark D. 


Smith, who delivered the address 
of welcome. 


George A. Dietrich of Chicago, 


former member of the Dixon fire 
department,- was also heard in a 
few brief, but -well chosen words 
of welcome. The speaker is one of 
the pioneer members of the state 
association. 


FACTORY TO ENLARGE 


(Evening Telegraph, April 27, 


1923)—The Reynolds Wire com- 
pany of this city announced this 
morning the contract for the con- 
struction of another large factory 
building at a cost of more than 
$50,000, work to be started at 
once and the building to be com- 
pleted and ready 
in eight weeks. 


for occupancy 


I. Patrick's Church 
Marks Anniversary 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 27, 


923)—The big night 
of 
the 


jolden Jubilee celebration of the 
edication of St. Patrick's church 


Dixon will be Monday, when 


he Right Reverend Peter J. Mul- 
oon of Rockford will address a 
ubltc gathering in the Dixon 
heatre. Father Michael Foley, 
astor of the Dixon church, will 
Iso speak and there will be other 
ocal speakers on the program. . 


(It was later reported that Fa- 


her Foley was presented with a 
heck by his parishioners. A ca- 
iaclty audience filled the theatre 
o share in the anniversary pro- 
gram.) 
Plowman's Started 
As a Variety Store 


Although it began as a notions 


MAY FESTIVAL 


(Evening Telegraph, April 27, 


1923)—Under the 
direction of 


Miss Alice Flueck, instructor in 
physical education in the Dixon 
schools, the pupils of the schools 
will give a May Festival at Hay- 
market Square next Tuesday aft- 
ernoon. 


Dixon High School Track Team, 1923 
Love Soars Heavenward 
During Big Aerial Circus 


The "Roaring Twenties" were characterized by, repeated 


efforts to seek new thrills. It was an age of rum-running, 
gang warfare, spicy divorce stories coming out ,bf Holly, 
wood, hip flasks, the Charleston, "bobbed hair" and Valen- 
tino movies—an age of "sheiks" and their "shebas" ... a 
time when people were escaping from the war that had 
passed and heading unknowingly 


Honors in field and track competition at Dixon high school in 1923 depended on 
the running, leaping, jumping, hurdling and sprinting of 10 young men, two 
coaches'and a manager. They are, left to right: Back row—Coach Bowers, Ry- 
nearson, Johnson, Manager Philip Keyser, Hayes and Coach Weiss. Center—Lahey, 


Keenan, Rosecrins. Front row—Wakeley, Slothower and Buzard 


Bethel United Evangelical Church 
Organized With 80 Members in '23 


store in 1923, Plowman's Busy 
Store at 90 Galena avenue has, 
for many years, been one of Dix- 
on's best known grocery and meat 
markets. 


The store was first owned by 


Roy Plowman from Feb. 28, 1923, 
to Apr. 29, 1935, and is now un- 
der the ownership and manage- 
ment of Carl E. Plowman. 


Employing 12 workers, the store 


offers top quality meats, national- 
ly-advertised groceries, 
frozen 


foods, fresh fruits and vegetables. 


JOINS HOLE-IN-ONE CLUB 
(Evening Telegraph, July 20, 


1923)—Harry E. Roe of the Dixon 
Country club is sitting on top of 
the world this morning, receiving 
:he congratulations of many of his 
'riends for the feat accomplished 
)y him yesterday afternoon on the 
Ingersoll golf links at Rockford 
when he qualified as a member of 
the national "Hole-ln-One Club." 
le accomplished the 15th hole, a 
distance of 113 yards, in a single 
shot. 


$128,000 FOR "COLONY" 


(Springfield, May, 1923)—The 


on Appropria- 
the following 


items to the appropriation for the 
Dixon State Colony for Epileptics 
in addition to the items mentioned 


House Committee 
tions has added 


in the budget: 
ing, $125,000; 
$3,000. 


For hospital build- 
for fire station, 


TRraUTE TO HARDING 


Thousands from Dixon and vi- 


cinity stood with bowed heads 
when the funeral train bearing 
the body of President Harding 
stopped here on Aug. 6, 1923. The 
president's brother came here to 
meet the train. Aviator Burdick 
of Dixon flew his plane slowly 
over the train and dropped flow- 
ers. 


FOR JAPANESE RELIEF 
(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 12, 


1923)—Lee county is going over 
the top on the Red Cross drive for 
Japanese relief in fine shape by 
tomorrow. This is the prediction 
of Postmaster William F. Hogan, 
who is chairman of the drive 
committee. (Dixon subscribed 
$668.02). . 


The Bethel United Evangelical 


church of Dixon was organized on 
May 3, 1923. 


When the East Pennsylvania 


conference of the United Evan- 
gelical church at a special con- 
ference held November 14, 1922 
at Emmanuel church, Bethlehem, 
Pa., refused to enter the proposed 
merger of the United Evangelical 
churches with the churches of the 
Evangelical 
Association, 
some 


members of the Grace Evangelical 
church of Dixon took their stand 
with the East Pennsylvania con- 
ference and withdrew from the 
Grace church. Fifty-five of this 
number joined under the leadership 
of J. U. Weyant and called them- 
selves "The United Evangelical 
Prayer Band." 
They met 
for 


worship in Preston's Chapel on 
Sunday and held cottage prayer 
meetings on Wednesday evening 
in the homes of the members. On 
Apr. 8, 1923 a Sunday School was 
organized with 46 members. 


Organization Is Planned 


On May 3, 1923 th* "United 


Evangelical Prayer Band" met at 
the home of Mr. Weyant for "the 
purpose of organizing a permanent 
organization." Rev. C. G. Unangst, 


United 
Illinois, 


presided as chairman, Eighty per- 
sons were present. "By a unani- 
mous rising vote the body declared 
themselves to be in favor of the 
organization of a United Evan- 
gelical church, and by a unanimous 
vote adopted 'Bethel United Evan- 
gelical church of Dixon' to be the 
corporation name of the church 
organization so formed." 


The body was duly incorporated 


under the laws of Illinois with 76 
subscribers to the corporation. 
Trustees, stewards, class leader, 
and assistant class leader were 
elected according to the Discipline 
of the United Evangelical church. 


Quarterly Conference 


The first quarterly conference 


was held on May 4, 1923 at which 
time the 
Woman's" Missionary 


Society was organized and "The 
Prayer Band" was officially recog- 
nized as a church of Evangelical 
Congregational denomination. Rev. 
Lloyd S. Erb, was by unanimous 
vote called to be the first pastor 
on June 3, 1923. Realizing that 


Presiding Elder of 
the 


Evangelical Cmirch of 


Dixon Twins Star in Movie 
Made by Welfare Board 


(Evening Telegraph, June 9, 


1923)—Graydon Moll, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. H. Moll of 409 Ea*t 
Everett street who as a result of 
being chosen from hundreds of 
boys from the state to be juvenile 
•tar in the moving picture, "The 
Good Samaritan," to be produced 
by the Illinois Department of 
Public Welfare, will go to Spring- 
'field tomorrow, accompanied by 
his mother, to begin rehearsals for 
the film. 


The making of the moving pic- 


ture which will be largely histori- 
cal and educational, but with 
enough plot to give it continuity, 
will take Graydon and his mother 
to various parts of the state—for 
it \» proposed to show M many of 


BETHEL UNITED EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


Illinois' historic and beauty spots 
as possible. 


(The next day The Telegraph 


reported that when Mrs. Moll and 
Graydon arrived in Springfield, 
young Bradley Moll, Graydon's 
twin brother, was also with them 
and was awarded a role In the 
movie.) 


» 
* 
* • 


The movie was exhibited before 


a capacity crowd In the Methodist 
church here on Nov. 2, 1923. The 
Moll twins were given an enthus- 
iastic ovation when introduced be- 
fore their hometown friends. The 
film was documentary In nature, 
showing work being done in state 
institutions for human-welfar*.- 


the present quarters were too 
small and unsuitable in many 
ways, the young congregation ap- 
pointed a committee to investigate 
sites for the erection of a new 
church. Three weeks from that 
date, on July 11, 1923, the com- 
mittee recommended that the lot 
on the northeast corner of North 
Galena and East Morgan street 
be purchased 
at 
a cost of 


$2,250.00. 


Unanimously Accepted 


The congregation 'unanimously 


accepted this recommendation and 
ordered the purchase of the lot 
on which the church now stands. 
Following this action, a committee 
on plans was appointed and in- 
structed to have plans drawn for 
the new church. 
Sincere and 


zealous effort enabled the com- 
mittee to have the plans com- 
plete and ready for approval at a 
meeting called for Sept. 11, 1923. 


The plans were submitted and 


the congregation accepted them. 
At this meeting, the church body, 
composed of 96 members, voted to 
"erect a church building as out- 
lined, subject to our ability to 
finance the project." A building 
committee was appointed and on 
Oct. 3, 1923, this six-months-old 


ft contract 


with Mark D. Smith, a local con- 
tractor, for the erection of the 
new church. 


Progress Is Steady 


On the next week, work was 


started. Progress was steady. 
Many of the members worked 
right with the contractor, giving 
their -time and labor for 
the* 


church. On a cold, bright, wintry 
day in December the cornerstone 
was laid containing The Evening 
Telegraph of that date, a list of the 
charter members, and the Bible. 
Early spring found the church 
nearly finished. 
Thankful wor- 


shippers gathered m the church 
basement on Mar. 5, 1924 for an 
annual congregational meeting— 
the first official meeting in the 
new church. On Mar. 17, 1924 the 
church was finished at a total cost 
of $15,262.64 including building, 
lot, and equipment.' Dedication 
plans were promptly formed and 
on Sunday, Mar. 30, 1924, the 
church was dedicated to the glory 
of God and His praise. 


Christian Endeavor 


The church organized a'Chris- 


tian Endeavor on Oct 17, 1924 
which continues to this day as an 
important 
department in 
the 


church. 
On June 22, 1931 the 


local congregation voted to unite 
with their sister churches in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Illinois to form 
what is today known as the 
Western Conference of the United 
E v a n g e l i c a l 
Congregational 


church. 


Late in 1933, the young people 


of the church again caught the 
attention of the church body. 
Junior Christian Endeavor was 
organized on Nov. llth, and a 
weekly 
Young 
People's Mid- 


Week Prayer Service was organ- 
ized on Oct 25th which has been 
meeting every Wednesday night 
for prayer and Bible study from 
that time to this. 
From this 


spiritual young people's group, 
one young man, Bethel's 
first 


candidate for the" ministry, Richard 
Taubenheim, was recommended to 
the ministry. 
Brother Tauben- 


heim now serves an active church 
in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. Late 
in 1947, the second young man, 
Jack Foster, was recommended by 
this congregation to the ministry. 
He now serves a, church at Akron, 
O., and attends Akron University. 


More Room Needed 


Under conscientious and capable 


leadership, both lay and clerical 
the church steadily grew» until it 
was felt that more room was 
needed to adequately accommodate 
the accelerated church program 
On Aug. 14, 1946 the congregation 
voted to enlarge and remodel the 
Church, 
A building committee 


REV. FRED CUNNINGHAM 


was appointed and early in the 
new year they accepted the plans 
drawn by John McLane, architect 
of this city. A finance committee 
was appointed and the church 
building program was launched. 
On Mar. 28, 1949, Max John, a 
local contractor, was awarded the 
contract for the remodeling of 
the church. A little over one year 
later, on Mar. 3, 1950 the work 
was completed at a total cost of 
534,503.00. 


Memorial IN Dedicated 


The pulpit furniture and church 


carpeting were placed in 
the 


church by the members of the 
J. U. Weyant family. Mr. Weyant 
was a beloved and faithful leader 
of the church. The memorial was 
dedicated on Nov. 19, 1950. 


On Sunday, Nov. 19, 1950 the 


church was formally dedicated to 
the glory of God. 


The church, in its 28 years has 


been served by ten pastors. The 
present pastor is Rev. Fred Cun- 
ningham, who came to Bethel in 
Sept., 1947. 


Bethel has within it auxiliaries 


which specialize In meeting the 
various needs of the congregation. 
Sunday School is the largest and 
most important auxiliary in the 
church. It was organized on Apr. 
8, 1923 with a membership of 46; 
today its membership runs over 
300 with a staff of 16 teachers and 
officers. 
Mr. Weyant was. ap- 


pointed superintendent and held 
that post for over 20 years. Mrs. 
John Nelson has been primary 
superintendent since the creation 
of that office in Apr. 15, 1925 
There are two foreign and home 
missionary societies: the Woman's 
Missionary Society organized in 
May, 1823 and which now has a 


membership of 50; and the Young 
Ladies Missionary Society for high 
school and college 
age 
young 


vomen organized in Apr. 27, 1944 
and which now has a membership 
of 23. 


Missionary Work 


All foreign and home missionary 


enterprises of the denomination 
and local church are channeled 
through one, or both, of these 
groups. The Mid-Week Prayer 
meeting, and its leaders, called 
class leaders, have always been 
a part of the Evangelical church. 
Bethel has two Mid-Week Prayer 
meetings: one for adults, and one 
'or high school and college age 
young people, which meet every 
Wednesday night for prayer and 
Bible study. Normally, laymen are 
the elected leaders of the prayer 
meetings. All of the 
Sunday 


School classes in the adult depart- 
men are organized and hold 
regular monthly meetings. 
The 


membership of Bethel is 265. 


Mayor, 1923-30 


FRANK D. PALMER 


Mayor of Dixon for two terms 


was Frank D. Palmer, who headed 
the city government from 1923-30 


Mr. Palmer was clerk of Dixon 


township from 1913-28, and was 
school board treasurer from 1916 
31. 


Born at Haverhlll, Mass., in 


1857, he died on July 20, 1940. 


STYLE SHOW 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 20 


1923)—Last evening the openin) 
performance of the first style 
show held in Dixon proved a de 
cidcd success with the 
crowded to capacity, • 


theate: 


Social Notes 


The following items of Interest 
o women are from the pages of 
The Telegraph in 1923: 
* • * 


O. E. S. MEETS 


(Mar. 16)—Th« O. E. S. Par- 


lor club will meet Monday aft- 
ernoon at the Masonic hall with 
Mrs. Hairy Stephan and Mrs. 
Frank SpUler as hostesses. 
* • * 
D. A. R. 


(April 4)—The D. A. R. chapter 


will 
meet 
Saturday 
afternoon 


with Mrs. O. B. Anderson and 
Miss Stella Osbom, 402 N. Galena. 
* * • 


READING CLUB 


• (April 6)—The Peorla Ave- 
nue Reading club will meet 
Monday afternoon with Miss 
Louise Steel, 212 Ottawa ave- 
nue. 
* • * 


PRACTICAL CLUB 


(April 7)—The Practical club 


will meet next Tuesday with Mrs. 
I. A. Ahrens, 319 Peoria avenue. 
* » * 


IDEAL CLUB 


(April 9)—The member* of 


the Ideal club will meet Wed- 
nesday 
afternoon 
with 
Mrs. 


Henry Leydlg, 182S West Third 
street. 
» * • 


THURSDAY READING CIRCLE 


(Nov. 9)—The Thursday Read- 


ng Circle met with Mrs. Henry 
Floto on Wednesday 
afternoon. 


Mrs. Robert Anderson read a pa- 


er on present conditions in Eu- 
rope. 


•' 
::v 
••-•'-""•'• 
- 
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Freak Storm 
Maroons City 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 12, 


.923)—A freak storm, one of the 
worst in local history, with heavy 
precipitation of wet snow and 
rain, accompanied by an electric 
torm with thunder and lightning 
through the great part of the 
night, struck Dixon about 6:30 
ast evening and raged fiercely 
with the intensity of a blizzard 
'or many hours, doing great dam- 
age to wires and poles and trees 
and shrubbery all through this 
community. 


Dixon awoke this morning com- 


pletely marooned from the outside 
world, all means of wire commu- 
nication being cut off by the 
storm. 


The greatest amount of damage 


was sustained by the Illinois 
Northern Utilities company and 
;he Dixon Home Telephone com- 
pany. 
Lee County Farmers 
Sold Institute Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 17, 


1923)—Over 150 men and women 
were present at the opening ses- 
sion of the Lee County Farmers' 
Institute at the Methodist church 
yesterday afternoon and the inter- 
est shown and the strength of the 
program arranged for this year's 
meeting indicate that the sessions 
will be among the most beneficial 
in the history of the Institute. 


Secretary E. R. Oxnam of the 


Chamber of Commerce assured 
the farmers they were welcome to 
Dixon. 


Rogers Sets New 
Country Club Record 


On Sept. 21, 1923, The Tele- 


graph reported that O. M. Rogers 
set a new record score at the 
Dixon Country club. In. a four- 
some with Pro Gil Morgan, E. B. 
Raymond and Dr. Lazier, Rogers 
counted a score of 32 for nine 
holes. Rain prevented the group 
from completing the 18-hole tour. 


Up to the time that Rogers 


counted 32, the record score > for 
amateurs was held by H. A. Roe 
with 35, which he scored in July 
of 1919. 'The course record was 
set by Pro Morgan in May of 1923 
when he tallied 31. 


WOMEN GOLFERS WIN 


(Evening Telegraph, July 10 


1923)—Dixon's team of women 
golfers carried away the honors 
in the first annual tournament of 
women members of the Lincoln 
Highway Golf Association, played 
at the Dixon Country Club. - 


oward the economic abyss of the 
depression. 


One of the popular stunts of the 


age was 
the 
aerial 
wedding. 


Young couples went' aloft as if 
Hying closer to the blue skies 
would guarantee that a knot tied 
n the heavens was destined to 
,ast forever. 


Dixon citizens 
were 
on-the- 


jfround witnesses to one of these 
celestial weddings on Nov. 12, 
1923. 


The ceremony was part of the 


big Mid-West Aerial Meet being 
icld here at that time. 


The Telegraph reported: 
"The aerial wedding came off 


as scheduled when; Henry D. Mil- 
er and Miss Hazel' Weisz, popular 
and well-known Dixon young coti- 
)le, was united in marriage by 
Hev. W. W. Moore, in the large 
Lincoln-Standard aeroplane owned 
and flown by Capt. John Yonge, 


former ace of the English Air 


Sen-ice. 


"Capt. Yonge and Miss Edna 


Johnson acted as best man and 
bridesmaid. The beautiful five- 
jassenger aeroplane rose majes- 
ically from the. field and soared 
to an altitude of 2,000 fe*t when 
Jie pilot throttled the motor down 
:o about half speed so that every 
word spoken in the impressive 
ceremony could be plainly heard 
by every occupant of the wonder- 
ful ship. 


"The happy young couple left 


immediately after receiving the 
hearty congratulations of the peo- 
ple present for a short honeymoon 
:rip through the northern part of 
the state." 


As far as many people were 


concerned, the remaining stunts 
and' races on the program of the 
two-day aerial meet were thrilling 
—but not as romantic. 


Dixon Man in Japan 
During Earthquake 


Claude Backus of Dixon was in 


Japan during the disastrous earth, 
quake in 1923, and in letters pub- 
lished in The Telegraph in Sep- 
tember of that year, he said, in 
part-, 


"Yokohama is no more. Tokyo 


is a city of the past and it may 
be decades before it will resume 
its former importance and pros- 
perity. 


"We were at the Imperial Ho- 


tel grill 
just noon when the 


first shock came. Lights went out 
at once and we were in the dark 
rocking. Doors were jammed and 
we couldn't find them for the 
darkness. 
We put our shoulders 


to the doors and forced them open. 
From there it was awful. The •air 
was full of dust and we choked 
fearfully and the ground was like 
what we boys called 'rubber ice'— 
kept weaving up and down all the 
time. Some places it felt like hot 
mud bubbling and we stepped on 
bodies, some dead and some hurt." 
Beier Bakery Moves 
Into New Quarters 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 11, 


1923)—The Beier bakery, which 
for more than half a century has 
operated with marked success in 
the.Davis building at the corner 
of Hennepin avenue and First 
street,? today occupied its new lo- 
cation south of the old bakery on 
Hennepin avenue. It is a $50,000 
modern 
structure, 
equipped 


with the latest machinery and 
sanitary from every standpoint. 


Public Schools Show 
Record Enrollment 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 6, 


1923)—The enrollment in the pub- 
lic schools of Dixon for the term 
which opened Tuesday, will ex- 
ceed 1,600 students according''to 
a statement given out this morn- 
ing by Superintendent I. B. Pot- 
ter. 
.In the high school this year the 


enrollment exceeds that of any 
year in the history of the school 
with upwards of 500 students. 


"EXTRAY! EXTRAY" 


' Dixon citizens were awakened 
early pn the morning of Friday, 
Aug. 3,1923, when newsboys went 
through the city crying, "Extray, 
Extray!" The special edition pro- 
claimed the death of President 
Warren G. Harding on the west 
coast. 


Kids Literally'Eat Up' 
Dixon's Pure Food Show 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 24, 


1923)—The opening afternoon and 
evening of the Pure Food Show 
staged by the Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce were great successes. 


At 3:45 the school children 


started to come and In less than 
one-half hour nearly 600' were in 
attendance. Henry Key's ice cream 
booth was nearly demolished by 
UM ruah rf«*f*r teto U 


his wares. The candy booths and 
grocery booths which furnished 
sweet-tasting fruits were depleted 
in a short time. Practically all 
the prizes'were won by the chil- 
dren in attendance. 


(The evening session was at- 


tended by adults—adults with the 
hearts of children—for their en- 
thusiasm for the fre* samples and 


WM no l*u ardent.), ^ 
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Centennial Edition 


Celebrates Its 30th Year in 


DIXON 


Market.. 1951 


ry 


A&P Wagon Route... 1893 


A&P ALSO CELEBRATES 


an anniversary—thirty years of con- 
tinuous growth and progress in the 


.• 


prosperous Dixon community. Since 
we located first at 119 Galena Ave- 
nue in 1921, your A&P developed, 
with your help, from a small grpcery 
store into one of the finest and best 
equipped super markets of its kind 
in this area. Now literally thousands 
of items in many departments such 
as meat, produce, dairy, bakery and 
others are at your beck and call. 


A&P is happy to be a part of this 
community. It has been and always 
will be our aim to supply you with 
the best in quality at the lowest 
prices consistent with good business. 


A&P thanks you for your past patron- 
age and looks forward to many more 
years of faithfully serving the good 
citizens of Dixon. 


Century 
progress 


r 


A&P Super Market 


A&P's Price Policy 


• Storewide low prices on hundreds of 


items every day ... instead of Just a 
few "one-day" or "week-end" specials. 


• All advertised prices (including those 


of items not subject to price ceilings) 
are guaranteed for one week, even 
though market prices go up. 


We believe this policy helps our 
customers save more money 


• With the correct price marked on every 


items, plus an itemized cash register 
slip . . . you know what you save at 
A&P. 
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1924... 60 Cars Lost in Christmas Fire 


$100,000 Blaze Destroys 
First Girl Scouts Camp 
Was Held at White Pines 


In 1922 a group of Dixon women 


formed an adult council to plan for 
the creation of a Girl Scout or- 
ganization here. It was not until 
the school year of 1923-24, how- 
ever, that a troop of girls was or- 
ganized and Miss 
Ruth 
Utlcy 


came from Sterling to supervise 
the work. 


A program was created for old- 


• cr girls, and soon a Brownie troop 


was formed. Early meetings were 
held at the Y. M. C. A., the Ma- 
sonic Temple and 
in private 


homes. 


The first camp for Dixon girls 


was in 1924 at what is now White 
Pines State park. It was private- 
ly owned then. Tents and other 
equipment.were borrowed. 


The weather was very uncoop- 


Wative during most -of this first 
10-day period. After one espec- 
ially bad rain. Dixon parents 'be- 
came quite concerned and some 
of them drove to camp where 
they found their Scouts nonchal- 
antly drying their wet bedding 
and undisturbed. 


Bovey Springs 


Camping after that was at Bo- 


vey Springs, just north of Dixon. 


, Next there was a camp at the 


Hintz place and during the late 
1920s and early 1930s, the girls 
were taken first to Camp Horton 
at Lyndon and then later to Hick- 
ory Hill in Wisconsin. 


Next came a period 
of day 


camping at Rcynoldswood with 
some overnight stays at Hazel- 
wood. 


In 1938 Mrs. John Ralston do- 


nated the present 
Girl Scout 


camp site. The lodge, with its 
dining hall and other facilities, 
was built with the help of many 
indii'iduals and groups in Dixon. 


In 1942, Harvey Hall was built 


on the camp site. It was a gift of 
Mrs. Emerson Whithorne, the for- 
mer Pauline Reynolds Harvey. 
From the beginning, Camp Ral- 
ston has been used each year ex- 
cept for a period during the war 
when transportation regulations 
made it impossible. Day camp in 
Dixon substituted then. 


National Distinction 


Dixon achieved national dis- 


tinction by being tthe first town 
. of its size in the United States to 
have a full time paid director for 
Girl Scouts. 
Mrs. Ralston also 


made Dixon known by being on 
the regional Girl Scout council 


and later as regional commissioner. 


During the 1930s the girls had 


a "Little House" 
in 
Assembly 


park for a time where they held 
a number of their Scout meet- 
ings. Finances have been a prob- 
lem many times. Back in the late 
1920s 
the 
organization needed 


money in order to continue. It 
was then that council members 
conducted a house to house cam- 
paign and Girl Scouting has con- 
tinued in Dixon. In 
the early 


1940s there was a very success- 
ful money-making event when the 
girls sponsored a Garden .Walk 
and Mrs. Charles' Walgreen gave a 
donation equaling the amount of 
the proceeds. In the early days 
the boys and girls sponsored Kryl's 
famous band here. But it was a 
financial failure. 


Began With 27 Members 


The movement has grown in 


Dixon from 27 members in the 
first troop to the present regis- 
tration of 549 girls and 80 adults, 
which includes one Senior troop, 
16 Intermediate troops and 15 
Brownie troops. They have gone 
frfom the old khaki uniforms with 
the middy blouse to the 
smart 


brown Brownie uniform and the 
various green uniforms for older 
girls. 
- 


The list of all those who help- 


ed in the early days of Scouting 
in Dixon is incomplete but some 
who took an active part in the 
very beginning are: Mrs. Oliver 
Rogers, Mrs. H. C. Warner, Mrs. 
Earl Clevidence, 
Mrs. 
William 


Rhoades, Mrs. George Shaw and 
Mrs. W. D. Hart. 


Citizens Reject 
Amusement Law 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 14, 


1924)—The much-discussed peti- 
tion to close all places of amuse- 
ment . in Dixon on Sunday, was 
filed with City Clerk Blake C. 
Grover yesterday afternoon. The 
petition is estimated to have 953 
signers. 
« * * 


The city council met on Feb. 


19, 1924, and refused to pass the 
Sunday closing law. 


* * * 


In an election April 18, a ma- 


jority of 1,721 voted against clos- 
ing theaters on Sunday. It was 
the biggest majority ever polled. 


Girl Scouts Camp at White Pines 


The first Girl Scout camp was held at White Pines park in 1924 before that tract 
of natural woodland became a state park. 
Many snapshots were taken to com- 


memorate the camp life, and the above is 'one showing a representative group of 


six girls. 


Audience Tunes in 
For Radio Manhunt 


i 


Flag-Raising Ceremony at Camp Ralston 
-:^^ ."x\v.\- /,':.", M ^? si •:<* 
r 
tf>-j">irw&'&fr*: 


Dixon citizens on the morning 


of April 29, 1924, were reminded 
of the vanishing American—the 
old-time horse thief. 


Said The Telegraph: Dixon ra- 


dio fans this morning heard a 
horse thief being pursued, the 
broadcasting being done from the 
WOC station at Davenport, la., at 
the instigation of local police. A 
man is being sought for stealing 
a horse from a Woosung farmer. 


PARK DONOR DIES 


'(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 26, 


1924)— Miss Carlotta Lowell, who 
donated Lowell Park to the city of 
Dixon in memory of her father, 
Brig. Gen. Charles Russell Lowell, 
died in Liverpool, England, re- 
cently. 


Today the Girl Scouts of Dixon have their own camp—Camp Ralston. Patriotism is one of the creeds of the 
organization which also teaches the girls lessons in crafts of outdoor life. The above picture was taken during 


a flag-raising ceremony at the camp. 


First Crossword 
Appears in 1924 


Under the heading, "The Very 


Latest Craze," The Evening Tele- 
graph, on Oct. 8, 1924, published 
its first cross-word puzzle. 


"Cross-word 
puzzle solving," 


announced the newspaper, "is the 
latest fad." Thus was born the 
perennial teaser that today is still 
a "fad'r and which space-saving 
editors have tried to withdraw 
from their columns only to meet 
roars of protests from hundreds of 
cross-word "fan-atics." 


Many of the puzzle definitions 


have changed little since they first 
appeared, albeit the sly humor 
used in the first brain-teasers 
led victims more cheerfully to the 
slaughter. 


Some examples: Whence a golf- 


er lams the pill (tee); He fiddled 
while Rome burned, there not be- 
ing saxophones in those days 
(Nero); Square ones don't fit in 
round holes (pegs); ask little 
brother what they put five cents 
worth of ice cream in (cone); and 
Sums paid for use of money—also 
what LaFolIette claims to be at- 
tacking (interests). 


Serving Dixon and 
Dixon Trade Area * 


*"*. 
*»* 1L/4 CENTURY 


For more than a ^ century, we have 
furnished sparkling pure ice to the 
residents of Dixon and surrounding' 
territory. In later years, highest 
quality coal was added for our cus- 
tomers convenience . . . and quite 
recently we have taken on the com- 
plete line of Phillips 66 products 
including fuel oil. We hope our 
progress has provided some share 
of the community progress. 


Dixon Ice and Fuel Co 


532 E. RIVER ST. 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Kathryn Beard's Shop 
Opened Here in 1924 


Kathryn Beard's, a store which 


offers apparel of distinction for 
.vomen, was first opened in May, 
1924 in the Schweinsburger build- 
ng on First street. 


In December of the same year, 


the store moved to its present lo- 
cation at 117 First street. •_ In^ 
1926, Mr. Beard resigned his p'osl- 
tion at Reynolds Wire to become 
actively associated with the shop. 


The store advertises the slogan: 


'If it's new, it's here; if it's here, 
it's new." 


Mr. Beard 
has 
continued as 


manager-owner of the shop fol- 
owing the death of Mrs. Beard in 
January, 1945 and the same per- 
sonnel has continued 
with the 


sliop. ' They include Margaret Mc- 
Coy, Mrs. Vercele Austin, Gladys 
fienneff and Mrs. Lillian Hefley. 


The shop carries leading na- 


tionally-advertised lines of wom- 
en's ready-to-wear apparel Includ- 
ing suits, dresses, coats, lingerie, 
liosicry and sports clothing. 


Police Pension Fund 
Becomes Operative 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 8, 


1924)—Through the death of Of- 
ficer Edward Whetstein, the po- 
ice pension fund which has been 
n existence in Dixon for about 
three years, becomes operative. 


Mrs. Boltzenthal, mother of the 


late patrolman, will receive one- 
half of his salary for life. 


Radio Fans Hear 
Emergency Signals 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Feb. 5, 


1924)—Radio fans who remained 
at their stations until a late hour 
last night or early this morning, 
were entertained with a varied 
program resulting from the storm. 


Train orders were broadcast in 


large numbers where, telegraph 
lines had been put out of commis- 
sion. 


Citizens Excited 
By. 'Oil' Rumors 


While the great Walter Johnson 


was helping the Washington Sen- 
ators win baseball's world series 
over the New York Giants, The 
Telegraph, .on Oct. 7, 1924, an- 
nounced that traces of oil had been 
found by a driller on a farm 20 
miles south of Dixon. 


The newspaper said drillers re- 


ported they .expected to bring up 
pure oil "within the next 24 
hours," according to an on-the- 
spot Telegraph. reporter. At 9 a. 
m., sa'id the newspaper, a bucket 
of water was pumped from the 
3,000-foot well which appeared to 
have traces of oi' 


Excited followers of the 
"oil 


strike" were destined to disap- 
pointment, however, foV the news- 
paper's columns of the next day 
had no mention of the oil well— 
nor the next, nor the next, nor at 
any time during the rest of that 
year. 


Whether the oil strike was a 


fake was not disclosed. 


Dixon Men Honored 
In Track Competition 


(Evening Telegraph, May 17, 


1924)—Lahey and Jones, Dixon 
high school's only two represen- 
tatives at the 30th annual inter- 
scholastic track and field meet 
staged by the University of Illi- 
nois at Urbana, today gave won- 
derful accounts of themselves in 
the Class A events—those for 
schools having attendance of more 
than 450 pupils. 


Lahey was first in the 440-yard 


dash, his time being 521/5 sec- 
onds, and Jones was third in the 
javelin throw. 
• 


MAYOR CRACKS DOWN 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 25, 


1924)—The death knell for slot 
machines was sounded this morn- 
ing when Mayor Frank D. Pal- 
mer issued orders for their abso- 
lute eradication. 
Complaints of 


children spending money in penny 
and nickel machines brought about 
the order. 


Serving Motorists of This Area 


THROUGH THEIR 


DEALERS 


for 
14 


YEARS 


We take this opportunity to, thank the fine 
aggregation at car dealers, garage owner*, 
operators and repairmen who have granted 
us the privilege to nerve the motorists of 
this area through them. We promise-to 
continue furnishing motorists with prompt, 
accurate, service and 1st quality replace- 
ment parts; and hope you will continue 
to favor us with your patronage. 


1937 


to 


1951 


GARAGESUPPLY CO. 


207 E. FIRST ST. 
PHONI 


Garage in 14-Below Cold 


The bleak Christmas morning of 1024 tuned out to be 


the blackest Christmas the citizens of Dixtt have ever 
known. 


On this morning, the coldest of the yean a raging fire 


enveloped the George J. Downing building n East ~ 
street, completely destroying the structure aid all its co! 
tents «id causing damage to near- 
I 
i causing damage to near- 


by businesses for an estimated to- 
tal of $108,770. 


Biggest loss was suffered by the 


owners of 60 automobiles placed 
for.storage in the John W. Duffy 
garage, which occupied the lower 
'floor of the building. All the can 
were completely destroyed. 


.•Ymboy, Sterling Help 


The efforts of the Dixon, Ster- 


ling and'Amboy fire departments, 
working In a temperature of 14 
below zero, wtre completely un- 
availing in attempts to save the- 
building and the firemen were 
hard pressed to keep the fire from 
spreading to other buildings. 


The fire, which began about 2 


a. m. in the boiler room in the 
basement of the building, was 
punctuated during the height of 
Its ravages by repeated explosions 
of gasoline tanks and barrels of 
grease and alcohol, wliich drove 
the gallant firemen back from the, 
flames time after time. 


The blaze was discovered by Joe 


R. Miller, night floorman at 'the 
garage, who went to fix the fur- 
nace fire and found a stack from 
the furnace to the chimney burn- 
Ing out. The '-fire rapidly 
ate 


through the flooring, where scores 
of-automobiles in storage became 
ready fuel for the'flames. 


Use Million Gallons 


While the fire was at its height, 


the fire departments of Sterling 
and Amboy were summoned and 
responded with their equipment 
and more than a million gallons 
of water were used in fighting and 
controlling 
the fire, with the 


crews being relieved occasionally 
for short rests and hot meals. 


During 'the fire the Saratoga 


cafe made 100 gallons of cotfee 
and made its kitchen free for tired 
and cold firemen and volunteers to 
warm .themselves over the large 
kitchen ranges. 


Fuel to the flames were added 


when a gas main leading into the 
rear of the building off Commer- 
cial alley was broken by falling 
debris and for almost an hour 
6,000 cubic feet of illuminating gas 
poured into the mass of wreckage. 
The gas pressure throughout the 
city w«* turned off at 4 a. m. and 
was not returned until 7:40. 


Electric Wires Down 


In the meantime poles carrying 


wires 
supplying 
electricity 
to 


downtown circuits were burned 
and scorched or broken by falling 
walls and the business section was 
in darkness for some time. Tele- 
phone service was also crippled. 


The bitter cold froze the water 


as it left the hoses, when firemen 
were not close to the fire, and sev- 
eral times firemen were knocked 
down and bruised by-hoses that 
became 
unmanageable 
u n d e r 


heavy water pressure. 


The fire was declared under 


control by Fire Chief Thomas Cof- 
fey at 4 a, m,, but all the firemen 
were on duty until 8 a. m., and 
one crew was kept busy through- 
out the day playing water on the 
smouldering ruins. 


Plate Glaseea Crack 


TheJieat from the flames blis- 


tered paint and cracked big plate 
glass windows all along the south 
side of First street in front of the 
doomed building, five businesses 
losing plate glass windows. 


The Telegraph* declared that not 


a member of the firemen or vol- 
unteers escaped suffering from in- 
Jury or exposure. Chief Coffey 
was struck in the back by a hose 
whipping about in the street, Al- 
bert Fordyce was knocked down 
by a hose and Arthur Penny had 
part of his right hand frozen. Oth- 
ers suffered frostbite and expo- 
sure. 


Of the estimated destruction of 


$108,770, insurance covered $49,- 
430 of the loss. The Knights of 
Columbus lost $3,000 in equipment 
at their meeting place on the sec- 
ond floor of the building. Duffy's 
garage lost seven autos and ga- 
rage machinery, tools, accessories 
and supplies valued at $20,000. 


Music Instfumente Lost 


The Darby orchestra lost $500 


worth of instruments. Damage to 
the building housing the Dixon 
Floral company nearby was $800, 
while the • floral company's Ipsa 
was another $500. George J. Dovn- 
ing suffered the loss of the big 
building, valued at $30,000, ani a 
Buick car valued at $1,400. 


A big passenger bus, valued at 


$11,000, which was being prepared 
by the Black Hawk Motor Bu« 
company for its first run to Rock- 
ford, was destroyed in the garage. 
I* O. Rorer lost a Cadillac valued 
at $4,000, C. C. Hints a .$t,000 
Packard, Elmer Zimmerman m 
$2,000 Hudson and F. Chapman a 
$3,800 Packard. 


Other losses were: Ford, A. C. 


Dollmeyer, James Palmer, Ray 
Arnold, A. C Higby, John Kane, 
E. Forester, C. Barriage, Harry 
Williams, K. W. Kenaga, Ted 
Tally, Fred Hatch, Charles Flnley 
and Max Gerdes. 


• Other Lueses 


Flint, J. E. Vaile; Buick, Lee 


Fuqua; Chevrolet*, ROM Lally, 
George Fruln, James Dwyer, A. 
Scott and H. F. Zlmple; OMsmo- 
blle, Ed Jones and Will Cahill; 
Chandler, Mm. John Nagle; Du- 
rant, Alice Meppen, Harry Car- 


man, H. C. Dixn and Lee Om- 
men. 
I 


Star, R. Sunerland and Ray 


Briscoe; Essex,/Villiam Anderson 
of.Chicago; Dflge, T. Rossiter, 
and trucks, Sinlair Oil company, 
two; Standard j)il company, one; 
Herbert Nichol one, and Frank 
Kreim. one. 
I 


Owners of atteast ten other al*-' 


tomobiles wereunidentified. 


Saw Auto 


The big garge.was filled to ca- 


pacity, for-on young man from 
out of town, 
The Telegrap 


,jwl 
B "\ 


according to 


was paving atten- 


tion to a Db& young lady," and 
who drove upfco the garage short- 
ly before thefire was discovered, 
was turned ajay for lack of space. 


"He then dove to the Nettz »- 


rage, therebj saving his car," tFe 
newspaper aided. 


DixonJGyro Club 
Formed in 1924 


The Dixof Gyro club, which was 


organized i June, 1924, is wel' 
known forks work with under- 
privileged pmilies around Christ 
mas time fid for the annual ba* 
quet it h<jls for the Dixon high 
school foqball team around the 
close of tt season. 


The clt> w'as chartered with 


about 35 members in 1924, and the 
organizatpn's first president wa» 
Dr. L. R Evans. The club is a 
friendship fraternity comprising 
business/and professional men, 
farmers and others whose inter* 
ests are/elated to the club's worMf 
» Last tmstmas the club adopted 
eight underprivileged families of 
Dixon, |or which it spent some 
$400 inTood, clothing and Christ- 
mas gifs. 


Gyroclubs are part of a national 


organUtion and are also organiz- 
ed Intcdlstricts. This district in- 
cludesj^hicago, Milwaukee, Madi- 
son, \fs., Davenport and Clinton, 
la., Strling, Rock Falls, Rock Is- 
land fid Dixon. 
0i 


Gerld Jones, a Dixon attorney, 


has srved two terms as district 
govecor, in 1935 and 1936. 


Thiclub today has 36 members 


who fleet every Monday. 


Tb! Gyro club officers for 1951 


are president. Earl James; vice- 
preslent, Edward Jones; treasur- 
er, ,'aul Schmalzreid; and secre- 
tary Ragnar Erickson. 


I 
f 
Wireless Photos 
Resembled TV 


It its issue of Dec. 3, 1924, The 


its first 
photo- 


Evning Telegraph ran 
tras-Atlantic wireless 
grjph. 
The 
subject 
was 
His 


Rcral Highness, Edward, Prince 
of.Wales. 


"he photograph's wavy pattern 


w* very similar to the faulf 
iniges seen on today's television 
screens. 
( 
Accompanying the photograph 


oJEdward, now Duke of Windsor, 
wts a photographic Illustration of 
tit apparatus by which, explained 
ttfe newspaper, "the picture was 
tttnsmitted by wireless from Lon- 
d(n to New York in 20 minutes by 
BCA engineers." 


This Big 'Blowout* • 
Featured No Likker 


(The Telegraph on Dec. 1, 1924, 
silked a rumor that a mysterious 
explosion in the city hall in the 
airly morning hours was a quan- 
tty of confiscated booze stored in 
i vault on the first floor. 
' The explosion which threw Al- 
lert Fordyce, a member of the fire 
department, from his bed on tju- 
iecond floor, was caused by W* 
blowout of one of the big tires on 
the rear of the fire truck, the 
newspaper explained. 


It was the second such explo- 


sion within a week. 


Klein & Heckmon 
Started in 1924 
<. 


Klein & Heckman, Inc., locattf 


at 1037 Third street, was firV 
organized In 1924. 
The firm, 


specialising in heating and plumb- 
ng contracts, was incorporated on 
December 1, 1933, with Charles 
Heckman as president and Johi T. 
Mulnlx M secretary and treuirer. 


AWARDED CONTRACT 


(Evening Telegraph, Mr. 10, 


1924)— W. J. McAlpine hai been 
awarded the contract for tie near 
$75,000 office building to to erecV 
ed by Illinois Northern Stilitiei 
company on West First swet. 


TO INSTALL EQUIPMENT 
(Evening Telegraph, /April 3, 


1924)— The Dixon Water1 company 
this morning announce) the let- 
ting of a contract for,the instal- 
lation of approximately $20,000 
worth of new machinery and 
equipment In the punping station 
at Artesian Place aid East Riv^ 
street, 
/ 
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LORENZO and JOSEPH VENIER 


•• 


•• 


" 


" 


CIGARETTE LIGHTERS: 


Ronson 


t 


'tt C J> 
Jn* M* A* 


Evans 


Zippo 


Lotus Crystal 


Duncan Crystal 


Carvel Hall Cutlery 


Norleans China 


FOUNTAIN PENS: 


Parfcer 


Shaeffer 


SILVERWARE: 


Holmes and Edwards 


Community 


1847 Rogers 


1881 Rogers 


Tudor Plate 


WATCHES: 


Benrus 
Elgin 


Hamilton 


longine-Wiffnauer 


Gruen 
Bulova 
Verier 


30 Years of Service 


Lorenzo Venier has been a familiar sight on the 
Dixon scene for many years. He has repaired the 
watches and jewelry of your family for over 30 
years . . . and in that length of time a good man 
will learn this highly specialized trade forwards and 
backwards. 


« 
_ 
, 


Lorenzo Venier does know his vocation. His son/ 
Joe/ who joined his dad in business in 1945, was 
tutored and coached by Lorenzo in all aspects of 
the field — diamonds/ delicate repair work/ all the 
many things - big and little - you seek in your 
jeweler. 


Today/ the two men present an experienced team 
ready to counsel and serve you in all your jewelry 
needs...from expert watch repair to choosing the 
right diamond. And it is today/ May 1st, that 
Lorenzo Venier and Joe wish to thank this com- 
munity for its patronage in the past. We will do 
everything in our power to keep the concepts of 
service/ honesty/ and pride in our work constantly 
in mind. 


CLEARTONE 


HEARING AIDS 


^ 


WATCH BANDS: 


Speidel 
Flex-Lif 


Jacques Kieislei 
/acoby-Bender 


Breffon 
Apex 


S. Boaghlnf » Bluebird diamond to shape 


Pictured below are a few of the 


processes fhaf 


BLUEBIRD DIAMONDS 


go through before reaching yon In Dixon. 
Bluebird 


Diamonds are absolutely perfect,'flawless In every 
detail 
We proudly stress Bluebird Diamonds an 


exclusive with Venter's. It Is with pride that many 
Dixon women wear a Bluebird, the perfect diamond/ 


1. A Bluebird diamond mine In Africa 


2. Drilling for Bluebird diamonds 


4. Catting ft BueWrd diamond 


VENIER'S 
JEWELRY STORE 


210 FIRST STREET 
PHONE 34)341 
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1925.. .Local Talent Takes to Air Waves 


High School Eleven Takes 
Rock River Football Title 


The Dixon high school football 


team captured the championship 
of the Rock River Valley Confer- 
ence in 1925. when 
the 
local 


eleven won a 27-0 victory from 
Mt. Morris, on Nov. 21. 


The local players 
finished up 


the season with their goal line 
uncrossed by an opposing team, 
although the 
Dixon footballers 


played a 0-0 tie with Rochelle and 
won from Sterling by a score of 
only 3-2. 


The Telegraph jubilantly pub- 


lished a front page, six-column 
photo of the football heroes, and 
boasted that the locals had run 
up a total of 166 points for the 
season to their opponents' 2. 


Wins Final Game 


The high school eleven beat 


Mendota, 7-0: Belvidere, 7-0: Gen- 
eseo, 49-0: Polo, 70-0: Sterling. 
3-2; Rock Falls. 3-0: Mt. Morris. 
27-0. and tied Rochelle, 0-0. The 
home town eleven then took the 
Sterling high school team on for 
a post season game on Nov. 27, 
Thanksgiving day, winning 13-0 
on the Dixon home grounds. 


After their victory 
over Mt. 


Morris, the Dixon lads were given 
a banquet by the Dixon Gyro 
club at St. Luke's church, where 
they fere fed a goose dinner. 
Nine of the 12 varsity men were 
•enlors. 


During the banquet, which was 


held before the post season game 
•with Sterling, the guest speaker 
of the evening, Coach Roger Kiley 
of Loyola University, spoke, and 
a purported message from the 
Sterling team, was read. It said: 


"Training on Beefsteak" 


"To Dixon High School Foot- 


ball Team. While you bunch of 
lounge lizards, tea 
hounds and 


sheiks are being pampered and 
petted by Dixon clubs, 
we are 


training on raw beefsteak, ten 
penny nails' and cayenne pepper, 
' and boys, we are hard. You will 
have nothing to be thankful for 
Thursday. Sterling High." 


But the letter did not affect the 


Dixon players, who took the post 
season game, 13-0 before a crowd 
of 3,000, mostly cheering Dixon- 
Ites. 


The Dixon 1925 squad, coached 


by A. C. Bowers, with B. O. Cul- 
Icy as line coach included: Klnney, 
Reagan, G. McNicol, Kennedy, R 
McNicol, 
McReynolds, 
Scgner 


Stanley. Marksf Captain Bondi 


Kcrst, Wicnman, 
Johnson. 
Coss, 


Chuck Keyes. 


Keller. 
Miller, 


O'Malley 
and 


Buses Replace 
Old Street Cars 


The sputter of the automobile's 


gasoline motor sounded the death 
incll of street cars in Dixon on 
Oct. 5. 1925. 


Although the 
advent of 
the 


street car been heralded far and 
vide for .several years before the 
nterurbun line between Dixon and 
Sterling was established shortly 
ifter the new century began, the 
owly automobile was destined to 
displace the electric car as king 
of transportation. 


After about 20 years of opera- 


tions, both the city lines and the 
nterurban line discontinued oper- 
ations with enormous losses, as 
more and more people began to 
depend on automobiles. 


Early in 1925 the owners of the 


electric lines had petitioned for a 
discontinuance of 'the lines, citing 
large losses iis 
their 
reasons. 


There being no objections, the pe- 
tition was approved by the Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission. 


In is "epitaph of the street car 


and interurban line. The Tele- 
graph announced that: 


"However, the interurban serv- 


ice between the two cities (Dixon 
and Sterling) will be provided to- 
morrow by the Northern Illinois 
Sen-ice company, which last week 
recevcd its certificate of conven- 
ience and necessity, and will start 
operation of two new motor buses 
at 5:30 tomorrow morning." 


'Little Lady' Shows 
For Rest Room Fund 


(Evening Telegraph. May 29, 


1925) — Dixon people exhibited 
proper civic pride and spirit last 
evening 
by 
filling 
the 
Dixon 


theater with an appreciative audi- 
ence to witness the performance of 
"The Little Lady." 


The show was a musical comedy 


given under the direction of Miss 
Helen Runyan for the benefit of 
the rest room at the Chamber of 
Commerce, and sponsored by the 
ladies rest room committee. 


Wings Over Dixon, 1925 


One of the first aerial photographs of Dixon was this view taken from a biplane about 192b. The view shows 


the stretches of Rock river in the upper left and the Galena avenue bridge and pawef'dam. 


Film Company Takes 
Dixon Scenic Views 


(Evening Telegraph, July 16. 


1925)—Wonderfully pleased with 
the welcome given them here and 
with the magnificent scenery in 
and around Dixon, the Universal 
"See America First" expedition 
eft late Wednesday after spending 
the day taking many views which 
will form an important part of the 
great film of America's beauties 
:d be produced by the company. 


Views of the former homes of 


Clair Briggs, famous cartoonist; 
Mrs. Louella O. Parsons, noted 
movie writer; and Douglas Mac- 
Lean, film star, were among those 
taken. 


WINS STATE HONORS 


(Evening Telegraph. Oct. 21. 


1925)—Mrs. Emma K. Robbins of 
Dixon was elected Grand Warden 
of the Rebekahs this morning at 
the convention of the Odd Fellows 
in Springfield. 


1,800 PATIENTS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 
27, 


1925)—Before the close of Febru- 
ary there will be housed at the 
Dixon State hospital a total of 
1,800 patients, it was announced 
today by Dr..Warren G. Murray, 
managing officer. With the num- 
ber of patients, the force of em- 
ployes will be increased to 200. 


Council Lays Plans 
To Improve Scenery 


(Evening Telegraph, April 29, 


1925)—Final plans for the great- 
est program of scenic improve- 
ment of Dixon in the history of 
the city were formulated this 
morning, after a council meeting 
last night. 


The program involves purchase 


of three pieces of property on the 
south bank of Rock river extend- 
ing from Ottawa avenue to Peoria 
avenue. The improvement involves 
expenditure of about SGO.OOO. 


Local Man Clocks 
Automobile Traffic 


(Evening Telegraph, 
April 7, 


1925)—Impressed by the extra- 
ordinary number of automobiles 
passing 
his 
residence 
Sunday 


afternoon. C. H. Keyes determined 
to check up on the traffic. 


He reports that between 3:30 


and 6:30 o'clock an average of 100 
cars passed his home every 15 
minutes. 


Inventor Exhibits 
Machine for 'Chores' 


(Evening Telegraph, May 23^ 


1925)—A new machine, the inven-' 
tion of Warren A. Shippert of this 
city, which he is now manuac- 
turing in the Clipper Lawn Mower 
factory here, forms a novel and 
interesting display in the window 
of the Chamber of Commerce of- 
fice. 


The machine is designed to do 


manv kinds of farm chores. 


LICENSES REVOKED 


(Evening Telegraph, May 5. 


1925)—In a hearing before repre- 
sentatives of the federal prohibi- 
tion office at Chicago, the licenses 
of 23 physicians and druggists of 
Lee and Ogle counties were offi- 
cially revoked today. 


Klanswomen Meet 
For May Day Rally 


(Evening Telegraph, May 23, 


1925)—The Women of the Ku Klux 
Klan of this city celebrated a May 
Rally day at their hall Thursday 
and entertained about 500 Klans- 
women 
from 
northern 
Illinois 


cities in an all day session. 


Delegates were present from 


Rockford, Freeport, Oregon, Mt. 
Morris, Sterling, Mendota, Streat- 
or, LaSallc, Princeton, Prophets- 
town and Polo. 


At the close of the program the 


Klanswomen journeyed to a near- 
by farm where a beautiful white 
cross illuminated the grounds. 


Telegr&ph Backs Program 
In First Radio Broadcast 


For four days in October, 1925, local entertainment 
talent in Dixon went on the air in the first radio broadcast 
ever sent from Dixon. 
' 


The four nights of entertainment by Dixon musicians 


and other entertainers was sponsored by The Evening 'Bile- 
graph, and was broadcast from the Dixon /Theater. 


' 


On Oct. 20, 1925; the newspaper 


announced that "through the in- 
strumentality of The Dixon Eve- 
ning: Telegraph and under it* 
auspices, 
the tbeat of - Dixon,'* 


musical talent will 'go on the air1 
four night* this week, commencing 
tomorrow evening over •• 100-watt 
broadcasting radio outfit at 215.7 
meters, in charge of Ted Cozier, 
government radio engineer." 


Arrange* Broadcast 


The newspaper said: "Learning 


that a company of radio stars of 
the first magnitude are to appear 
on the regular program at the 
Dixon Theater, The Telegraph to- 
day hurriedly arranged to bring 
one of the best broadcasting sta- 
tions obtainable to this city to en- 
able Dixon and Dixon's • musical 
talent to get the great advertising 
that can be obtained by putting 
these fine things on the air and 
giving radio fans] at home and 
abroad a chance to tune in and 
enjoy them." 


The next day, it was announced 


that the "cream"^ of local talent 
would perform, along with "inter- 
nationally famous" "radio stars, for 
the first broadcast that evening. 


In the following day's newspaper,, 


an account of the program ap- 
peared: 


Was "Decided Success" 


"The 
Telegraph's first radio- 


cast of Dixon musical talent, sent 
out from station WIBJ at the Dix- 
on Theater last evening was a de- 
cided success, nearly a hundred 
radiophans phoning or telegraph- 
ing that the concert was 'coming 
in fine.' 


"Bushnell, 111., about 150 miles 


distant, was the farthest point to 
report, a music store in that city 
wiring to report that an audience 
of delighted fans, congregated in 
the store, was getting the program 
perfectly and enjoying every bit of 
it. There were many reports from 
points 10 to 20 miles distant, and 
hundreds of nearby instruments 
picked up the prdtram perfectly. 


"Mont Enticing Manner" 


"Last evening's talent was 'es- 


pecially meritorious. Joe Ryan and 
his orchestra played about a dozen 


of the latest dance tunes in most 
enticing manner. Orville Westgor, 
violinist and director of the Dixon 
Theater orchestra, played a double 
number, 'Lieberfreud' by Kreisler 
and 'Mighty Lak a Rose,' by Kev- 
in, and'responded to a request with 
a number .from 'Birth of a Nation.' 
He was-accompanied at the piano 
by Mrs. Florence Homer. 
"" 


"Mrs. Myrtle .Rice Bishop sang 


'Moonlight and Roses' and 'Smile 
All the While' with violin obligate 
by Mr. Westgor. She accompanied 
herself at the piano. 


"A. T. Campbell, cornetist of 


the theater orchestra, played a 
cornet solo. 


"Each performed superbly and 


cannot have helped but show all 
listeners that 
Dixon's 
rr 


talent ranks with the best." 


i 


New Stop Light 
Puzzles Drivers 


,The city of Dixon installed Ita 
first traffic light on Saturday, Oct. 
17,1925. 


The following Monday The Tele- 


graph reported on its receptioj^by 
citizens: 


"The new traffic light at the 


corner of Peoria avenue and Third 
street is receiving a great deal of 
attention. 
However, 
over 
the 


weekend it appeared that many 
drivers either could not see the 
light or did not know what it was 
all about. 


"This morning it was decided to 


lower the big flasher about 12 
inches to bring jt in a closer v^j 
of drivers. An officer is also to be 
stationed at the corner to want 
disobedient drivers and educate 
unknowing ones. 


"Commissioner 
Charles Miller 


stated today that there might be 
some misunderstanding of signals. 
The green signal denotes clear 
traffic on either street on which it 
shows. The red light stops traffic 
and the amber gives drivers opoor- 
tunity to enter the intersec^bn, 
but cars are not to move until the 
green light flashes." 


PARTN 


Home owners, that we have been priveleged 
to build for, have truly been our "Partners 
in Progress" many ways. The fine citizens 
that have taken on the responsibility and 
expense of erecting a new home have assumed 
a very definite part of the Community Prog- 
ress. With the publication of this Centennial 
Edition, the hundreds of home owners that 
have chosen us to be their partners in this 
Community Progress since 1927, are to be 
congratulated. 


IN PROGRESS 


SINCE 


1927 


Our progress could not have taken place in 
any measure except through the "CONFI- 
DENCE" shown by our "PARTNERS". The 
quality of our workmanship and ability to 
work with home owners is evidenced by the 
dwellings we have built. Some of them are 
small and many of them are the "showplaces" 
of the community. Always, regardless of job 
size, you may be assumed of quality workman- 
ship and full cooperatjonwhen you build with1 
Murray E. Wentling.* 


WITH 


CONFIDENCE 


334 W. MORGAN ST.URRAY 
WENTLING 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


MEMBER DIXON BUILDING EMPLOYER ASSOCIATION 


PHONE 4-3673 
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t The State • Highway Office, 819 Depot Avenue, Plumbing and Heating Installation. 


Then Came 


The Armory, Plumbing and Heating Installation. 


and HEATING! 
,t 


WHO WANTS TO GO BACK TO THE 


Dixon High School Plumbing. Heating, Ventilating 


1 . 
Temperature ControL ' 


No matter how dear your nostalgic dreams 
of the "good old days" . .. there isn't a one 
of you who would trade today's modern 
conveniences for the costly, time spending 
inconveniences of yesterday. A good con- 
crete example is our business ... plumbing 
and heating. It has been our great pleasure 
during the recent years to be able to bring 
comfort into hundreds of local homes with 
the installation of modern plumbing and 
heating systems. 


ariti 
The Loveland Community Building, Heating, Ventilating and 


Temperature 'Control. 


KLEIN & HECKMAN, INC., has the 
enviable record of having done the 
plumbing and heating on many of 
the major building projects in Dixon, 
a few of which are pictured on this 
page. It is pur pleasure to consult 
with you oh all your plumbing and 
heating problems. 


The residence of Dr. and Mrs. C; R. Collins, East Boyd Street, 


plumbing installation. 


The C. H: Newman residence. Franklin Grove Road, 


plumbing and baseboard heating. 


The Paul Potts residence, Brinton Avenue, 


radiant heating and plumbing 


1923 
KMAN INC 


n " 


1037 THIRD STREET 
PLUMBING AND HEATING 
DIAL 3-8371 
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1926... Telegraph Concludes 75th Year 


Dixon Boy Scouts Become 
Port of Council in 1926 


Although there had been spor- 


adic Scouting activties in Dixon 
for several years, it wasn't until 
1926 that the Boy Scout move- 
ment here became definitely es- 
tablished when the local troops 
became a part of the Blackhawk 
Area Council. 


Since that year, the Boy Scout 


program 
has 
been one of the 


leading youth activities of Dixon. 
Units 
now are 
sponsored 
by 


churches, civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations and sometimes by re- 
sponsible groups of citizens. 


Area Council 


Each sponsoring body appoints 


an institutional representative to 
serve on the Area Boy Scout 
Council. The Dixon members are 
Dr. C. K. Bush, Alva Drew, Wil- 
son F. Walker, Rev. B. B. Cart- 
wright, W. F. McCollum, Homer 
B. 'Schildberg, W. C. Campbell. 
Virgil A. Gower and Dan Fritz. 


The Blackhawk Area 
Council 


with offices in Rockford includes 
Lee, Whlteside, Ogle, Winnebago, 
Boone and McHenry counties. 


v The council provides the services 
of trained professionals to organ- 
ize, train and supervise the ac- 
tivities of Scouting, Cubbing and 
Exploring throughout the area. It 
also provides a summer camp, lo- 
cated about 12-miles from Dixon 
at Camp Lowden which is avail- 
able on a year-around basis to 
all troops in the area. 


The unit organization includes 


the Cub Pack (boys 8 to 10 years 
of age), the Scout Troop (11 to 
13) and Explorer Units, for youths 
between the ages of 14 and 18. 


Volunteer Leaders 


Leadership In the units is vest- 


ed in volunteers who contribute 
their time and enthusiasm to mak- 
ing the program effective. Their 
objectives are the same as those 
of 
the 
movement: 
"Character 


building and citizenship training." 
This goal is achieved through 
healthful outdoor adventure, fel- 
lowship, teamwork, knowledge and 
skill, all supplemented by a code 
of honor, the Scout Oath or Prom- 
ise and the Scout Law. 


The work of the units is super- 


vised by a staff of neighborhood 
commissioners under the leader 
ship of C. Ray Nelson, Assistant 
District Commissioner, and Conv 
mlssioners C. F. Nix, Enos Keith- 
ley, Lyle Woodyatt and Willard 
O. Moore. 


Although most of the activities 


of Scouting are confined to the 
Pack, the Troop and the Explorer 
Unit, there are annual activities 
in which all local units •participate 
along with units from other parts 
of the council. Among these ac- 
tivities are the annual Campor'ce 
and the Indian Ceremonial-which 


are held alternately between Dix- 
on and Sterling. 


National Jamboree 


Last summer a large delegation 


of Dixon Scouts and Explorers" at- 
ended the National Jamboree at 
Valley Forge 
Park In Pennsyl- 


vania and a larger number at- 
ended Camp Lowden near here. 


In 1926 when the Dixon troops 


became a part of 
the 
council, 


there were three troops in the 
city—sponsored 
by 
St. 
Luke's 


Episcopal church, the Knights of 
Columbus and the Gyro club. Now, 
n 1951, there are six troops, four 
Cub packs and three Explorer 
Units. 


These, with 
their 
sponsors, 


scoutmasters, cubmasters and ad- 
risers, are: 


Cub Pack 322—North Central 
'.-T. A.; K. J. Saari, Cubmaster, 


"6 members. 


Cub Pack 324—Loveland P.-T. 


A.; Robert King, Cubmaster, 25 
members. 


Explorer Post 
688—Sponsored 


by a group of citizens; William 
A. Seaman, advisor, 9 members. 


Explorer Posts 685 and 686 — 


Vorth Central 
P.-T. A.; 
Glenn 


Rosbbrook, advisor. 


Troop 89—St. Paul's Lutheran 


church, Kenneth Barnhart.'Scout- 
mastcr, 37 members. 


Troop 93 — First Methodist 
(continued on page 15, Sec. J) 


Ocean Travelers Eat 
Dixon Chickens 


(Evening Telegraph. Nov. 24, 


1926)— The importance of Dixon 
and vicinity as a poultry raising 
center is rapidly being brought to 
the attention of the entire world 
;hrough the shipment of upwards 
of a quarter of a million pounds 
of dressed poultry from .this city 
every thirty 
days 
during 
the 


winter season. 


Passengers on the White Star 


and Cunard liners on the Atlantic 
when they enjoy a chicken dinner 
on any one 
Of the 
company's 


palatial liners, partake of poultry 
raised in this locality and shipped 
from Dixon. This class of trade 
demands the very highest class 
of poultry. 


ALMOST PERFECT SCOKE 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 5, 


1926)—Otto Peters, Dixon bowling 
wizard, shot a 299 score1 on the 
Pastime"" alleys yesterday.. after- 
noon, lacking but one pin of having 
a perfect score. Peters was rolling 
a series of games with O.'M. Lucas 
and in one of these scored 11 
straight strikes and in his final 
frame, knocked down only nine of 
the maples. 


F O R 100 Y E A R S 


and 
more 


flowers 


hove 


olwctys 


been 
it • i tn 
right 


Mrs.-Duane Stevens 


• 
Galena Avenue, Looking South, in 1926 


State Hospital 
Granted $850,000 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 16, 


1926)—Dr. Warren G. Murray, 
managing 
officer of the Dixon 


state hospital and colony, returned 
iome yesterday from Springfield, 
where he has been in conference 
with Governor Len Small and 
heads of the1 state departments, 
and on his return announced re- 
ceipt of the total appropriation of 
$850,000 which will be spent in a 
building program at the Dixon 
institution during 
the 
coming 


summer. 


The sum represents the largest 


building program and appropria- 
tion received since the opening 
of the institution and with the 
$125,000 expended in the partial 
construction of a hospital building 
which is now 
being completed, 


represents 
the 
expenditure of 


approximately a million dollars at 
the Dixon hospital and colony in 
the past two years. 


The plans for the extensive im- 


provements are practically com- 
pleted and call for the construction 
of 14 buildings in all, the major 
part of the building program being 
confined to the departmeht for 
feeble minded. 


Volley Ball Team . 
Wins Rockford Meet 


(Evening Telegraph, April 19, 


1926)—Saturday evening the Dix- 
on 'Y.M.C.A. 
volley ball 
team 


motored to 
Rockford 
for 
the 


Northern Illinois Tournament and 
they succeeded through hard work 
and'superior play in bringing home 
the 
championship honors 
for 


northern Illinois. 


The lineup for the team in the 


winning game was: Captain J. N. 
Weiss, I. B, Potter, B. S. Schild- 
bcrg, A. W. Leland, Rev. A. W. 
Carlson, and J. N. Palmer. 


NEW PKO AT CUJ» 


(Evening Telegraph, April 22, 


192G)--.Tohn T. "Jack" Cairns has 
arrived in Dixon and taken up his 
duties as 
pro 


Country club. 


at 
the 
Dixon 


Jack came here 


from his home in Glasgow, Scot- 
land and this is his first pro- 
fessional job in the United States. 


Dixon Knights of Columbus Home 


After the-fire of 1924, which destroyed the Dixon Knights of Columbus home over 
Duffy's garage on First street, the Knights purchased this home at 506 Third street 
in 1926, in which they celebrated their 25th anniversary in 1927. 


KSB Hospital Adds 
New Building Unit 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 12, 


1926)—Work has been started on 
extensive improvements' to 
th"e 


Katherine Shaw Bethea' hospital, 
which is estimated will cost ap- 
proximately 
$35,000. 
The 
im- 


provement is an addition to the 
hospital building, consisting of two 
stories and a basement 
of 
the 


same material 
as 
the 
present 


structure, increasing the capacity 
15 beds and bringing the total 
accommodations up to 50 .beds, a 
mark which has been aspired to 
for some months, and meeting an 
emergency which has long been 
felt. 


BOKDEX MEETING HERE 
The national meeting 
of 
the 


Bordcn Milk 
company met 
m- 


Dixon in February, 1926. It was 
the first annual meeting of the 
company -that had been held out- 
side of New York City and special 
cars attached to trains brought 


PIED PIPER HEUE 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
July 1, 


1926)—Starting 
today. 
J. 
R. 


Waterhousc will play Pied Piper 
for Dixon. He is going to extermi- 
nate the rats 
in 
the 
city 
by 


methods which he guarantees will 
rid any place of them in 24 hours, 
which will "be good news to the 
owners and occupants of some of 
the older buildings. The material 
which Mr. Waterman uses In his 
work is barium carbonate. . 


Glen F. Coe Named 
Grand Commander 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 9, 


1926)—Glen F. Coe, member of 
the Dixon Commandery No. 21, 
Knights 
Templar, 
was 
today 


elected Grand Commander of the 
Grand C o m m a n d e r y , Knights 
Templar of Illinois, at the annual 
conclave at Pcoria. 


The elevation of the Dixon Sir 


Knight to the highest honor at 
the disposal of the Grand Conclave, 
was consumated unanimously, and 


ladys Swarthout 


Sings in Dixon 


Gladys' Swarthout. world-famous 


contralto, sang in Dixon on the 
night of March 9, 1926. Her ap- 
>earance here was the final pro- 
gram on the Dixon Civic Music 
association's 1925-26 season. 


The Telegraph, reporting the 


concert, said: "Miss 
Swarthout 


scored a pronounced success with 
her Dixon audience last evening, 
not one dissenting; note of criti- 
cism being heard; everyone who 
heard her being more Ulan pleased 
with her entire pciforniance. 


"Miss Swarthout was bcautiful- 


y gowned, has a stage presence 
of natural poise and charm, and 
much beauty of person. Her voice 
is sweet and mellow, and the 
sower and resonance 
most un- 


usual and remarkable." 


the company's executives here.*- 
is a fine tribute to the recipient. 


Erecting Shelter, Boy Scout Style 


-heir pure, delicate beauty 


fits all occasions. Flowers by 


Stevens prides itself on dis- 


playing flowers to their love- 
liest . . . in a distinctive 
corsage, a bridal bouquet, a 


beautiful table arrangement. 
The next time—for flowers 


you want to look "special"— 


think of 


flowers 


by 


Stevens 


93 Galena Avenue 


Phone 3-8121 
Outdoor life'at Camp Lowden gives Boy Scouts a working knowledge of pitch- 


ing camp. Here two Dixon Scouts demonstrate one method of erecting a shelter 
while others look on. 
' 
/ 


News in "Roaring Twenties' 
Creates Wide Interest 


On May 1, 1926, The Dixon Evening Telegraph was 75 : 
years old. 
' , 


The newspaper, through the years, had recorded the 


chronicles of the city, the nation and the world—from a tur- { 
bulent period of expansion to an equally tempestuous ara,. 
known as the "Roaring Twenties." 
w 


As a newspaper read in thou- 


sands of homes In Lee and Ogle 
counties, The'Telegraph ha4 be- 
come a family "institution" with 
interest to every member of the 
household. 
There 
were 
sports 


stories for the man of the house, 
society notes for women, cartoons 
and features for children. 
The 


Telegraph in 1926 had "something 
for everyone." 


Aside from the local news of the 


day, the headlines of 1926 that 
brought reports of events around 
the world and across the nation 
had their resounding effects in 
Dixon. 
They 
provided 
street 


corner topics of conversation — 
they were discussed over back 
fences — whispered 
in 
school 


rooms — and followed with avid 
interest. 


For' instance . . . 1926 was the 


year that Rudolph Valentino died 
(Aug. 23) and 
women 
every- 


where swooned . . . the year that 
Helen Wills and Bill Tilden were 
rulers of the tennis world . . . 
the year that Bobby Jours was 
golf king . . . the year that 
Gertrude Ederle swam the Eng- 
lish Channel (Aug. 6) 
the 


year that "Peaches" and "Daddy" 
Browning 
liners . . 


were romantic head- 
the year 
that New 


York's Mayor Jimmy Walker was 
the Beau Brummel of the world 


. . the year that man jongg 


gave way to the Chnrle.ston as the 
nation's pastime . . . the year that 
fashion decreed that women have 
their hair "shingled" ... the year 
that Henry Ford invented the "air 
flivver" . . . the year that the 
evangelist 
Almcc 
Semple Mc- 


Pherson created religious furor on 
the west coast . . . the vear of 
bell-bottoni trousers 
the year 


of the Hall-Mills murder trial 
the year that GUtla Gray danced 
the "shimmy" 
the year that 


Quern .Marie came 
over 
from 


Rumania . . 
Gilbert and 


the year that John 
Lillian 
Gish 
were 


starred in the movie version of 
"La Boheme" . . . the year that 
wise-crackers 
said. 
"Oh, boy!" 


"razzmatazz". 
"Hot dog!" and 


"Quick, Henry, the Flit!" . . . 


In Dixon on May 1, 1926. The 


Telegraph 
recorded 
the 
local, 


national and international events 
of the day in such headlines as: 


"Amos Bosworth is head of 


association of fairs of vicinity." 


"Evening Telegraph carrier Is 


only Eagle Scout in two coun- 
ties." 


"May Day finds U. S. Working- 


men all busy." 


"Britain takes over control of 


mines in htrike." 


"Citizens start fund ,to clean up 


Cook county." 


"Victims of Gang warfare laid 


to rest today." 


May 1st to Sth was designated 


by the 
advertisers 
as 
"Baby 


Week" and 
gift 
and 
shower 


novelties were advertised at prices 
ranging 
from 
$2.00 
to 
$15.00 


including first-step shoes, party 
frocks and "ducky stylos." 
f j . L. Glassburn, on May 1, 1926, 


advertised that he had Chevrolet 
motor cars that were "amazing 
values" and included touring or 
roadster type cars at $510 and 
.andaus at $765. 


At tHe Dixon theatre the current 


movie attraction' was Harold Lloyd 
in "For Heaven's Sake!" 


^ 
^ 
New City Bank Opens 
Its Doors for Business 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 20, 


1926)—The City National Bank's 
new home at the corner of First 
street and Galena avenue, the most 
modern, and most beautiful bank 
building in- this part of the s'tate. 
and probably not excelled in any 
city the size of Dixon, wil/Pbe 
opened for public inspection at a 
reception between the hours of 
1 and 9 Monday, Washington's 
birthday, and 
Tuesday morning 


the bank will begin doing business 
therein. 


The handsome structure, which 


represents in every way the last 
word in banking 
arrangements 


will become one of the show places 
of the community. Designed in its 
entirety 
for 
banking purpc'Ps, 


and erected unstintedly, the build- 
ing is indeed a thing of beauty. 


(More than 5,000 visited the 


building on the opening day.) 


Governor Endorses 
Hospital Expansion 


(Evening 
Telegraph. 
July 9, 


1926)—A half-million dollar bi-01- 
ing extension program for the Dix- 
on State hospital, to bring the 
capacity of the institution to over 
2,000 patients, and 
to provide 


managing officer, attendants and 
patients with badly needed ac- 
comodations, 
was 
unqualifiedly 


endorsed by Governor Len Small 
today, 
here 
with 
other state 


officials in an inspection of the 
institution. 


The governor regards thte DrWn 


institution as one of the state's 
most important, and is anxious 
that work on 
the enlargement 


program which he has endorsed be 
started as soon as possible. 


(The 
building plan was to in- 


clude a new home for the manag- 
ing officer and his family, a fir» 
station, garage buildings, enlarge- 
ment of the power house and seven 
new cottages for female patients.) 


PEONY IXmiSTKY HKUE 
(Evening 
Telegraph, 
June 9, 


1926)— An 
industry 
in 
Dixon 


which has developed immensely in 
,1 few years and of which very 
little is known, this spring ex- 
ceeds that of any previous year. 
This industry represents the peony 
gardens which thrive in Dixon and 
vicinity and which will supply the 
Chicago floral 
almost 10,000 
spring. 


commission 
dO7.cn buds this 


Scouts Gather at Totem Pole 


Totem pole is center of Boy Scout activities at Camp Lowden. 


Scouts test each other for merit badge awards and advances in rank. 
Here Dixon 4 
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Citizens Marvel 
At 'Human Fly 


One of the sight* which thrilled 


Americans in the 1920s was the 
performance of the "human fly" 
—a particular type of daredevil 
who earned his bread by the 
breath-taking feat of scaling the 
Autsid* walls of tall buildings. 
W One of these intrepid gentlemen 
made his appearance in Dixon in 
October, 1925, and, according to 
The Telegraph, "thrilled some 4,- 
000 or more people." 


Sponsored by the local Ameri- 


can Legion post, the "human fly," 
Harry H. Gardner, had scheduled 
his performance 
for 
Thursday, 


Oct. 8, and promised to scale 
Dixon'a "skyscraper," the Dixon 
Rational Bank building. Gardner 
Wouched that he-would do stunts 
on his way up the face of the five- 
story building, would stand on his 
head on the cornice and would 
hang from the roof by his toes. 


Posts $100 Bond 


A hard rain 
postponed 
the 


event, but Gardner climbed the 
fluted columns of the first floor 
just to prove he was genuine to 
the few who had gathered in the 
« 


in. He posted a $100 bond to 
arantee his performance the fol- 


lowing Monday evening. 


The Telegraph announced that 


searchlights would be thrown on 
the daredevil as he 
scaled 
the 


building and that police had ar- 
ranged to stop all automobile traf- 
fic in the vicinity. 


The crowd was not disappoint- 


ed. The 
Telegraph 
announced 


that Gardner "waltzed around on 
Ohe front of the building for near- 
ly an hour." The newspaper said 


that "he failed to climb over the 
cornice on the top of the build- 
ing, but it was due to an injury 
to his wrist, received during the 
climb. 
He 
thoroughly 
demon- 


strated his skill and nerve and 
the large audience was satisfied." 


Dixon Boy Scouts— 
(continued from page 14. Sec. J) 


thurch; Ray Hood, Scoutmaster. 


Troop 75—Loveland 
P.-T. A. 


Roy Moyer, Scoutmaster, 16 mem- 
bers. 


Troop 85—North Central P.-T 


A.; John Kcegan, Scoutmaster; 47 
members. 


Troop 86—North Central P.-T 


A.; Robert Renwick, Scoutmaster; 
27 members. 


Troop 88—Lions 
club; Lazzlo 


Jtlcischer, Scoutmaster; 18 mem- 


bers. 


Cub Pack 310—Lincoln 
P.-T 


A.: Dean 
Hey, 
Cubmaster, 66 


members. 


Cub Pack 311—South Centra 


P.-T. A.: H. J. Krull, Cubmaster 
54 members. 


More than, 400 boys are enrolled 


in the 13 groups with an additlona 
36 boys enrolled 
at 
the Dixon 


Slate Hospital. 
£ 
Training For Leaders 


Regular opportunities for train 


ing leaders have been provided by 
the staff of the Blackhawk Area 
Council. These courses are held 
locally at Camp Lowden and in 
nearby communities. During thi 
past year, and thus far this year 
there have been three training 
course for Den Mothers, two fo 
Scout Leaders and one for Ex 
plorer Leaders. 


In 1926 there wore only three 


mits in Dixon. Today, in 1951 
there are fourteen—showing tin 
advance of Scouting and its sue 
cesses in Dixon. 


NEW THEATER Ol'KNS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Mar. 1 


1922)—All Dixon turned, out las 
night to participate in the forma 
opening of the Dixon theater, th 
new $200,000 playhouse just com 


ieted and today the city ring 


with praises for it. 


COLLEGE REUNION 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 11 


1919)—More than 500 former stu 
dents of Dixon College held the! 
first reunion at Assembly Park i 
this city Friday and Saturday. 


Firm Began, 


Here 25 Years Ago 


The Wallffill company at 417 


East Fifth street was organized 


1926 and as a home commer- 


ial insulation 
enterprise, 
the 


ompany has served Lee and Ogle 
ounties for a quarter of a cen- 
ury. 
The local firm 'employs .five 
ersons all of whom are specially 
rained for their work. The Dix- 
n company is a branch of the 
iVallfill 
company, 
the 
largest 


ohns-Manville insulation-contrac- 
or in the nation. 
The company uses only Johns- 


itanville Insulation equipment and 
11 the men are specialists in the 
ield of insulating homes, public 
nd commercial buildings. 


)ixon Golfers Finish 
Second in Tourney 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 
5, 


921)—Dixon Country Club's five- 
man golf team entered in the 
N o r t h e r n Illinois tournament 
vhich came to a close yesterday 
afternoon, finished second to the 
iishwaukee club team of DeKalb, 
vhich had a score of 105 down at 
he end of 
playing 72 
holes 


against bogey. 


Dixon's score was 138 down. 


The hard rain of Tuesday prob- 
ably handicapped the Dixon team, 
composed 
of 
Rogers, 
Hoefer, 


Sickels, Davies 
and 
Raymond, 


more than it did any of the other 
.earns, for the Dixon men had 
>layed their qualifying rounds on 
i hard, dry course, while the rain 
made the course soft for the tour- 
ney. 


(Ten. teams were entered in the 


tournament.) 


Dixon Cagers Win 
Sportsmanship Cup 


Dixon's basketball team in 1921 


went down to defeat in the semi- 
finals of tlje district basketball 
tournament 
at 
Rockford 
when 


they lost to Belvidere, 25 to 6 


But, although defeated, the team 


was awarded the cup for the best 
sportsmanship shown during the 
tournament. 


The team, coached-by J. C. Va- 


zina, consisted of the following 
men: L. Bremer, guard; Dale, cen- 
ter; Knicl, guard; Mahon, mana- 
ger; 
H. Jones, 
forward; 
Ives, 


fuard; Captain Haley, forward; W, 
Jones, 
ward. 


fonvard; 
Shepherd, 
for- 


Shrine 40— 


(continued from page 2, Sec. J) 


Sheplierds; Frances E. Patrick 
Worthy Scribe; Frances Schrock 
Worthy Treasurer; Lucille Moa.ts 
Worthy Chaplain; Floy Avey Nor- 
ton, Worthy Shepherdess; Lucy 
Hammerstrom, Worthy Guide. 


Evelyn McKee, Worthy Herald 


Paul Black, First Wise Man; Lloyd 
Emmons, Second Wise Man; Grov 
er Hoberg, Third Wise Man; Fran 
cis McKee, King; Flora Stitzel 
Queen \, Helen Poole, First Ham 
Maid; Irene Fierhcllcr, 
Sccom 


Hand Maid; Edessa Storey, Third 
Hand Maid; Eleanor Smith, Wor 
thy Organist; Elian Greene, Wor 
thy Guardian and Lawrence Al 
bright, Worthy Guard. 


BANDITS ROB S1ATION 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Aprs 18 


1922)—Three bandits walked into 
the ticket office at the 
Illinoi 


Central depot last night at 10:55 
and forced Night Operator E. T 
Lcith into 'he furnace room, whil 
they ransacked the safe and casl 
drawer of the office of $190.65. 


HISTORIC PROPERTY SOLD 


(Evening Telegraph, May 10 


1921)—One of the largest rca 
estate deals consummated in Dix 
on in several weeks was complete 
this morning when Jules Hur 
purchased the Godfrey residenc 
30.1 East Everett street. 


tone. Golli-Curci 
)elights Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, May 15, 


923)—Mme. Amelita Galli-Curcl, 
reateat singer of a decade, and 


member of the Chicago and 


Metropolitan 
Opera 
companies, 


speared in concert at the audl- 
orium in Assembly park last eve- 
ing and sang before* an audience 
umbering between three and four 
.housand people. 
That the peopl* of Dixon and 
ommunlty were aware of the 
reat treat in music in store for 
lem was evidenced by the large 
ttendance in one of the coldest 
nd most disagreeable rains of the 
lason. , 
Thoughts of everything disa- 
reeable faded with .the gracious 
resence of the lovely song bird, 
eautifully gowned and vivid as a 
ird-of the tropics in coloring, her 
udience was transported with de- 
ght from her opening number, 
Nina" (old Italian) by Fergo- 
ese when the auditorium "was 
lied by a flood of golden melody, 
ill her last sweet encore number, 
he has an easy and natural poise 
nd stage presence and her per- 
onality is sweet and gracious. At 
ie close of her first number she 
ad charmed the immense audl- 
nce. 
Such a voice is God-given and 
arries its own message of life, 
and love and hope. 


)ixonites Get Look 
it Jack Dempsey 


(Evening Telegraph, May 14, 
919)—Jack Dempsey, challenger 
if Jess Willard for the world's 
heavyweight pugilistic champion- 
hip, for which the two will meet 
at Toledo on July 4, passed 
hrough Dixon Sunday with his 
manager and trainer. 


They were traveling in a high- 


>owered motor car and were en- 
route for Toledo where Dempsey 
ivill go into training for the fight. 


Switchmen's Strike 
Cripples Telegraph 


A switchman's strike which 


brought a cjial shortage hit Dixon 
unexpectedly and severely on Apr. 
29, 1920, and forced a shutoff 
of the city's gas supply. 


The announcement dealt a se- 


vere blow to The Telegraph and 
caused a hasty change in plans. 
A ten-page paper had been plan- 
ned for that day, but inasmuch as 
;he linotype machines and stereo- 
.yping furnace were dependent on 
gas for fuel, the newspaper was 
forced to change its publication 
plans. 
* 


3igar Store Indian' 
Finds New Quarters 


The Telegraph reported that on 


Nov. 25, 1925, when Stratton & 
Covert moved the quarters of their 
cigar store and coffee shop two 
doors cast to 113 First street, they 
moved the cigar store's wooden 
Indian." 


The Indian had been installed by 


a former owner, Eli Rosenthal, 
about a half-century before. The 
newspaper wise-cracked that the 
Indian" was probably the only 
citizen in town who had never 
overstepped the limits of proprie- 
ty, and in fact, had led a "model" 
life. 


IN CHARGE OF CLUB 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 24, 


1920)—Mr. and Mrs. George Hart- 
zell of this city have been engaged 
for the Dixon Country club to have 
charge of the property this season. 


REPORTS BUILDING 


The Telegraph reported that 47 


dwellings had been constructed in 
1922 at a cost of $257,000, one flat 
building at $30,000, two manufac- 
turing plants for $400,000, a bak- 
ery for $50,000, a church for $2,- 
000 and a store for $1,000. 


Gladys Ireland Shop 
Offers Beauty Service 


"Beauty is Our Business" is the 


slogan of 
the 
Gladys 
Ireland 


jjeauty shop at 110 Galena avenue. 


The shop, now 25 years old, was 


first opened in 1926 and employ.' 
two people. Equipment used at 
the shop includes the newest 1951 
hair dryers which will dry hair 
in as little as 30 minutes. The 
shop's services include all the 
latest methods and all types of 
beauty culture. 


As a special service to business 


girls, the shop offers "noontime 
appointments. 


The shop is authorized dealer for 


Revlon cosmetics and Rayette- 
Eugene Realistic permanents are 
featured in the salon. 


GASOLINE FAMINE 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 


1920)—Dixon 


24, 


is in the actual 


throes of a gasoline famine and no 
relief can be promised earlier than 
the middle of next week. 


Three Partners 
In Hey Bros. Firm 


Three men. Henry M., Dean E., 


and James O. Hey, arc partners in 
the Hey' Brothers firm located at 
424 West First street in Dixon. 
Hey Brothers are makers of fine 
ice cream and have been in busi- 
ness since the company was start- 
ed by their father on Feb. 4, 1919. 


The company now occupies a 


12,000 square foot tile and brick 
building which was completed on 
May 30, 194S. 


The firm was first established 


in Sterling where, in addition to 
the Dixon company, there Is also 
at present a Hey Brothers plant. 
There is also one in DcKalb. These 
two are individually owned and 
operated by relatives of the Hey 
brothers. 


The company makes all items 


relative to ice cream, including ice 
cream bars, popsicles, carry-out 
sundaes, party rolls and bulk prod- 
ucts. The items have all with- 
stood national competition and arc 


being used more widely now than 
ever before. 


The modern equipment at the 


Hey 
Brothers p 1 a n t 
includes 


pumps, stainless steel lines, con- 
tinuous freezers, automatic re- 
frigerating 
machines, 
freezing 


tanks and molds, automatic carton 
setup, filling and closing machines. 


The company is a member of the 


State Dairy Association, Northern 
Illinois Ice Cream Manufacturers, 
the National Association of Small 
Business and the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Leader Purchased 
By Dixon Telegraph 


(Evening Telegraph.. Mar. 8, 


1919)—With today's issue the Dix- 
on Evening Leader ceases to exist 
as a separate identity and becomes 
merged with The''Evening 
graph. 


The Leader presses and entire 


equipment, including subscription 
list and business good-will, has 
been sold to the B. F. Shaw Print- 
ing company. 


Church of God— 


(continued from page 2, Sec. J) 


work. They saw the need of a per- 
mancnt church building and began 
to look forward to this goal. As a 
result of much planning, ground 
was broken June 7, 1926, and a 
new church building: wax started 
at the present location. This build- 
ing was completed at a cost of 
$4600 and was officially dedicated 
Oct. 1, 1926. The local church ia 
looking forward to celebrating- the 
25th anniversary of this building 
in October of this year. The pres- 
ent membership is 76. 


Headquarter* at Oregon 


As a part of the state work, the 


local church has had considerable 
influence on the formation of the 
national organization, whose head 
quarters is located at Oregon, 111. 
The work in _J)ixon predates the 
present organization of the na- 
tional conference by 61 years. This 
conference,, which convenes each 
August at Oregon, wa!s formed by 
uniting various churches of the 
same faith that existed through- 


out the United States and Canada. 


At the national headquarters at ' 


Oicgon, the denomination main- 
tains a printing and publishing 
plant, where Sunday school mate- 
rial* 'and general church printing 
is done. Oregon Bible college is 
sponsored to train ministers and 
church workers, and Golden Rule 
Home is operated to provide for 
individuals In declining years. Na- 
tional offices are also maintained 
at Oregon as well as a display 
room for the resale of church mate- 
rials and supplies. The denomina- 
tion is now completing a $45.000 
addition to its headquarters build- 
ing. 


The present pastor of the Dixon 


church is Rev. James M. Watkins^ 
of Oregon, who visits Dixon for 
regular church services and pas- 
toral work. Mr. Watkins is general 
manager of National Bible Institu- 
tion and serves as the national 
executive in charge of all depart- 
ments of the national work. At 
present he is also acting editor of 
The Restitution Herald, a. weekly 
denominational publication. 


WHY BE 


100 Years 
Behind 
TIME? 


Although only 5 year* 
passed since we opened our 
doors hundreds of mothers 
have opened their doors to 
the C. & S. Diaper Service. 
Why be 100 years behind time 
... Call us today. 


RUGS 
TOWELS 
CHENILLE SPREADS 


C.&S. 


Diaper Service 


• Stony Point Bonlevmrrt 


Phone 2-4701 
Dina 


\ 


Dixon Legion Post No. 12 received its charter on 
June 30, 1919. With Dr. Z. W. Moss as 'the Post 
Commander, a membership of 210 was attained the 
first year. While progress made by the'Legion is 
not measured by its membership, it is interesting 
to know tiiat Post No. 12 lias about 785 members 
today, with John Mitchell a W.W.2 Navy veteran 
as its Commander. The real progress of the Legion 
is measured by the extent of its many and varied 
welfare programs. 
In this progress, Dixon Post 


No. 12 has a record envied by all other posts in the 
State. 


Dixon American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 12 was 
granted a charter Oct. 12, 1922, and had 129 mem- 
bers its first year with Mrs. Clea Bunnell as its 
first President. Today's membership is 351 with 
Mrs. Iva Callahan as President. The Auxiliary has 
ahvay.s assisted the Post-in all patriotic programs. 
Like the Post—progress is measured in welfare 
'activities and an enviable record has been estab- 
lished. Child Welfare, Rehabilitation, Community 
Service, Illini Girl State, Veterans Craft Sales, Poppy 
Day, are just a few of the activities as carried out 
by the Auxiliary.' 


The Legion and It's Auxiliary stand together, side by side, as an 


unbeatable veterans organization. 


>•*-, 


\ 


Now, at a time when still another threat to our liberty looms bold and 
unmistakable on the horizon, we Americans look to ourBEST for lead- 
ership and guidance ... we look to groups like the American Legion 
whose valiant members know far better than those who stayed at home, 
the meaning of the history that is now being written the world over,... 
who, through their deeper understanding, will help lead us through 
these trying times to an era of lasting peace and prosperity, that our 
progeny need not suffer the terrors of a final world conflagration in 
defense of Freedom! 


AMERICAN LEGION 


POST NO. 12 and AUXILIARY 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 


T 
\ 
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DIXON'S OLDEST EXCLUSIVE WOMEN'S APPAREL SHOP 
i 


FIRST IN STYLES 


FOR OVER 


A Quarter Of A Century 


i 
i 


Twenty-seven years ago, Kathryn Beard founded the apparel shop^ bearing her name in the 
Schweinsburger building on First Street. In December of the same year the shop was moved 
up the street to its present location at 117 First-Street. Two years later, her husband, Harry 
Beard, joined her in the business which was founded on the principles of right styling, of quality 
and of value, always. In the years since 1924 these maxims have contributed immeasurably to 
the success and progress of this shop. Carrying out the slogan, "If it's new, it's here ... If it's here, 
it's new", Kathryn Beard's Apparel Shop has made a steadfast practice of handling only leading 
nationally advertised merchandise. In January, 1945, Mrs. Beard passed away and her husband 
assumed active management of the shop with the same personnel. Today, on the eve of its 27th 
anniversary, Kathryn Beard's Apparel Shop thanks a legion of friends for their patronage and 
confidence .. . and pledges a continuance of every effort to serve well... To the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph on its 100th anniversary, Kathryn Beard's Apparel Shop extends hearty congratu- 
lations. 


Rotnmoer Coafs and Suits 


Miller Robinson Coofs 


Sftagmoor Coat* 


Hollywood Knitwear 


Arthur Weiss Dresses 


Riecn Dresses 


Car/ye Dresses 


Bloomfield Dresses 


Paulo Brooks Dresses 


Kahn Dresses 


Foul Socfts Originals 


Minx Modes 


SEE OUR DOLL C 3LLECTIOM. 


Four dec 
miniature 
of 1916- 
roaring t 
hour—th 
our store 
of fashio 
is dresse 
Nelly Do 
Come M< 


des of fashions in 


From the empire look 


the boyish vogue of the 
venties—to the dress of the 
y're all on display at 
In this famous collection 


i dolls, each mannequin 
in die most popular 


i style of the season. 
them. 


1916 


Queen Make 


Kay Dunhill Dresses 


Korref Dresses 


(A Dress for a Woman 5'5") 


Nelly Don Dresses 


Hollywood Foundations 


Janfzen Girdles 


Jantten Swim Suits 


Janfzen Play Clothes 


Lillyetfes 


1. 


Maiden Forms 


Hollywood Brassiers 


Leading Brands of Hosiery 


I 


1934 


1940 


1951 
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1927... 'Lone Eagle' Wings Over Dixon 


Chicago Newspaper Praises 
Dixon, Home of Clair Briggs 


On January 18, 1927, The Tele- 


graph reprinted a story about 
Dixon from the Chicago Herald 


> 
and Examiner. The article said in 
part: 


"Oh, Skin-nay, 
c'mon 
over, 


you're right. It's Dixon. There's 
only one. There isn't .any more. 
It's the home town of our Mr. 
Briggs' immortal creation. 
It's 


the place 
where 
they 
played 


hookey, shot marbles, took their 
duckings in the swimming hole, 
dreamed all the dreams and did 
all the things that youth has done 


L ever since this world began. 
' 
"Let me visualize Dixon for 


you. 
First its population, esti- 


mated, is 13,500 and 98 per cent 
of its labor is American-born. It 
is at the junction of the Lincoln, 
the Blackhawk, the Douglas and 
State 
Park 
trails, 
and 
the 


Atlantic-Yellowstone highway. 


300 Retail Firms 


"Dixon has some 300 progressive 


retail establishments. 
The new 


.$300,000 theater seats 1,200 and 
' presents first run pictures, vaude- 
ville and the best quality of road 
attractions. 


"For outdoor recreation Dixon 


has two fine nine-hole golf courses. 
Its parks include Island park, 67 


acres; Assembly park, 37 acres; 
Lowell park, 200 acres; and two 
city parks and two playgrounds. 


"The three banks have total re- 


sources of more than $7,000,000. 
Four artesian wells supply 620,000 
gallons of water a day, with their 
maximum capacity, 4,300,000 
gallons. 


Reynolds, Borden 


"The Reynolds wire company 


operates two plants 
and 
the 


Borden Milk company has the 
biggest condensery in the coun- 
try, manufacturing 20,000 cans 
of milk a year 
and 
3,500,000 


pounds of Candy, representing the 
milk of 7,000 cows. 


"The Brown Shoe company em- 


ploys 500 persons 
and 
makes 


1,000,000 pairs of women's and 
children's shoes annually. 
Then 


there are the J. I. Case company; 
the Sandusky Cement company; 
the Clipper Lawn Mower company: 
the 
P. W. Gossard 
company, 


which 
makes 
3,000,000 
corset 


steels .a month; 
the 
American 


Body '& Cab company; the Gro- 
Bone Mineral products company; 
the Kentucky Oats company; and 
many other industries." 


Country Club 
Buys Property . 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
May 6, 


1927)—Purchase of 
the 
Dixon 


Country club ground north of the 
city by that organization, and 
plan» for the construction of a 
new clubhouse and other improve- 
ments on the. course were 
an- 


nounced this morning by H. A. 
ROC, chairman of the membership 
committee. 


At the request of 
President 


Newcomer of the club, it is an- 
nounced that the 80-acre tract 
which during the last seven years 
has been developed into an ideal 
golf course, has today been deeded 
to the club by Clarence Harding, 
and a new and adequate club- 
house is being planned. 


Reorganization of the club is 


now being completed and owner- 
nhip will be held in 150 shares for 
522,500. With the $18,000 spent 
•on the course In the past seven 
years, the club will be a $50,000 
property. 


About^ 30 new members are 


Joining the club at this time. The 
club has just 
employed 
Earl 


Howell, an expert teacher of golf, 
and one of the champion golfers 
of St Louis. Ray Springer has 
charge of tho green. Mrs. Moore 
will be in charge of cuisine and 
Tim Sullivan will arrange 
the 


•eason schedule with neighboring 
golf clubs. 
80 GirJs Perform 
At City Style Show 


(Evening Telegraph, March 25, 


1927)—Sixty entertainers and 20 
models will take part in Dixon's 
ennual spring style show at the 
Dixon Theater Monday and Tues- 
day evening. 


Co-operating in the show will be 


the Kathryn Beard Shop, Boynton- 
Richards company, Howell-Page 
company, A. L. Gcisenheimer com- 
pany, Vaile 
& O'Malley 
and 


Eichler Brothers' Bee Hive. 


The style show will augment the 


showing of one of the 
finest 


moving pictures of 
the 
winter 


season—"Flesh and the Devil," 
featuring John Gilbert and Greta 
Garbo, two of the most famous 
film stars. 


ANNOUNCES IMPROVEMENTS 


(Evening Telegraph, June 27, 


1927)—Letting of contracts ap- 
proximating about a million dol- 
lars for buildings and improve- 
ments at the Dixon state hospital 
were announced this morning by 
Dr. Warren G. Murray, managing 
officer. 


Kline's Department 
Store Started in'27 


Kline's 
Department 
store in 


Dixon was established in 1927, and 
is one of a series of stores in Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Mis- 
souri and Iowa. 


The Dixon store is located at 113 


East First street and under the 
management of Frederick W. Her- 
zog, who has been associated with 
the store since 1935. 


The store was recently re- 


modeled and enlarged to incorpo- 
rate three full floors of selling 
space. 


The company features nationally 


advertised brands of merchandise 
and maintains a New York buying 
office with 60 employes. 


The Dixon store employs 35 


persons, many of them engaged as 
sales clerks. The store 
offers 


men's, women's 
and children's 


clothing as well as draperies, cos- 
tume jewelry, accessories and yard 
goods. 
Fordham & Havens 
Began Here in 1927 


Fordham and Havens, 
whole- 


sale and retail poultry dealers in 
Dixon, are located at 117 Peoria 
avenue. 


The company, with four part- 


ners, was established 24 years 
ago in 1927 and there has been no 
change in the partnership since 
that time except for the death 
of L. H. Havens. Present owners 
are now John and Gertrude Ford- 
ham and Edna M. Havens. 


The company Is now located in 


a brick building which was pur- 
chased in 1942. 


Equipment used by the firm 


includes a modern electric picker 
which enables the company to 
prepare fresh - dressed 
poultry 


within 10 minutes. The company 
also buys and sells eggs and all 
types of poultry and serves a wide 
area around Dixon. 
Dr. Bend's Clinic 
Started in Amboy 


Dr. Bend's Clinic, located at 511 


First street, was started in Am- 
boy in July, 1927. The clinic was 
organized in Dixon in December, 
1931, and has continued to provide 
chiropractic service since that 
date. The clinic generally employs 
between six'and 10 persons and 
served patients front 14 states in 
1949. 


The clinic has a branch in 


Brownsville, Tc'xas. The firm is 
owned jointly by Dr. S. Chandler 
Bend and Dr. Arlene Bend. 


Dixon Hi-Y Club in 1927 


The juniors (class of '28) and seniors (cla£s of '27) of Dixon high school who were members of tii-Y club are 


pictured here on the steps of the YMCA. The building was later torn down. Pictured here are: First row: John 
Cahill, Wayne Wolfe, A. C. Bowers, Mark Keller, Lawrence Beede, Mike Kinney, John Kennedy, Howard Moore, 
A. H. Lancaster, Hal Hunt, Leo Miller, George Joyce, Frank Kellar. Second row: Raymond Segner, Paul Grove, 
John Lockett, Barry Lennon, Wallace Carlson, Harold Marks, Bill Rhodes, Paige Swim, Harry Fordham, Carl Buch- 
ner 
Third row: Don Crews, Bill Rossiter, Ronald Reagan, Daniel Embody, Duane Wood, Thomas Hollihan. Last 


row- John Dawson, Eddie Hilliker, Dale Senneff, Malcolm Brown, Edward Murphy, Harry Weinman, Bob Ball, Bob 
Caldwell, Richard McNichol, Bill Edwards, Bill Rourke, Clark Duffy. 


Civic Progress 
Kills 'Alibi Ike' 


In February, 1927, The Eve- 


ning 
Telegraph 
reported 
the 


"mysterious death" of an uniden- 
tified person in Dixon,- who for 
want of identification was called 
"Alibi Ike." 


At "burial services" 
and an 


"inquest" a group of local citizens 
determined that "Alibi Ike" came 
to his death by 
"overdoses of 


civic improvement." 


"Alibi Ike" was supposed to rep- 


resent the attitudes of persons 
who were not civic minded and 
who always "let George do it," in 
tho programs-for community bet- 
terment. 


Taking part in the "ceremonies" 


xvere Harry Hellener, secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and 
Frank Banker, Louis Pitcher, Hal 
Bardwell, Ray Kline, J. E. Rea- 
gan, John Davies. E. L. Fulmer, 
H. C. Warner, William Craig, and 
other Dixon business men. 


Dixon Grocery and 
Market One of Oldest 


By the year 1927, the Dixon 


Grocery and Market at 119 Henne- 
pin avenue was well established. 
The market observed its 34th an- 
niversary of service to Dixon in 
that year. 


Owned by A. E.'Marth, the store 


provides everything in the way of 
staples, fancy groceries, meats, 
fresh fruits and vegetables and 
health foods. 


The store has maintained its 


home ownership since its establish- 
ment in 1893, and many young 
men who first learned the business 
at the Dixon Grocery and Market 
have become self-established busi- 
nessmen. 


BUILDING PROGRAM 


(Evening Telegraph, June 20, 


1927)—Officials of the Reynolds 
Wire company today made public 
announcement of a $50,000 build- 
ing program. 


Dixon Country Clubhouse 


Dixon Country club in 1927 purchased for $22,500 the 80-acre tract north of Dixon 
which it had used as a golf course from the time of the club's organization in 1918, 
and on which the club had spent $18,000 in improvements. Modern clubhouse on the 


W 
nine-hole 3,166-yard course includes a caddy house, dining room, refreshment room, 
screen porch, lounge, attendants' living quarters and showers and locker rooms. 


WC 


CHANGED — 


White Pines Park Bought 
By State of Illinois in '27 


This year (1951) a half-million 


worshipers of nature again will 
trek to Illinois' famous 
White 


Pines Forest state park in Ogle 
county, ten miles north of Dixon 
as John Maxon, operator of the 
park's lodge, dining room, souven- 
ir counters and tourist cabins, ob- 
serves his tenth year in business 
at the resort. 


The 387-acre tract, dotted by 


the nation's southernmost stand 
of virgin white pines and hard- 
woods, forms a setting for the 
sparkling, cool waters of Pine 
creek as it meanders past sheer 
outcroppings 
of 
moss-covered 


stone and the shaded picnic sites 
and playgrounds. 


'The tired traveler or the recre- 


ation seeker wil find the answer 
to his quest amid the century 
Old pines, the grass-covered glades 
and the refreshing nooks along 
the winding creek, whether he 
stays a day, a week or a month. 
Bass, crappie, blucgills and pick- 
erel lurk in the depths of the 
crystal stream and an expansive 
playground offers activity for the 
young. 


Maxon, a native Lee countian, 


who is host at the rustic lodjre 
and its 13 one-room and three four- 
room cabins and chef at the re- 
sort dining room, says his busi- 
ncs has expanded to five times 
its' volume when he took over the 
ctablishmcnt in 1911. 
»c says 


the resort's excellent reputation 
is built largely on its good food 
and the quality of its service. 


Nature I.ovrn» Work' 


The state-operated park is the 


result of the efforts of Ogle coun- 
ty nature lovers to preserve this 
last stand of white pines in its 
majestic setting. As early as 1903 
attempts were made to make the 
tract a state park. 


Finally, in 1927, the state pur- 


chased -the large tract from the 
five owners of the adjoining tracts 
which comprise the park. 


Then in 1932 the United States 


government began a series of im- 
provement projects in the park, 
completing the work in 1937. The 
park was then tt med back to the 
state, which leased the lodge, din- 
ing room and tourist cabins con- 
cession, Mr. Maxon taking over 
the business in 1941. 


Mr. Maxson estimates that about 


a half-million vacationists and 
recreation seekers throng to • the 
park every year. The 
business 


concession is open 
for 
eleven 


months each year and is closed 
during each December. 


State Handles Upkeep 


The state employs from three 


to ten workmen a year in the up- 
keep of the outdoors playground, 
at which fishing .is permitted, 
while Mr. Maxson employs a staff 
of ten during the winter months 
and up to 30 during the peak pe- 
riods of the summer. 


Mr. Maxson, with his wife, op- 


erated a restaurant and 
retail 


bakery business in Rochelle for 
25 years before coming to White 
Pines park, and built a reputa- 
tion for fine 
food 
and 
bakery 


products. He says the resort din- 
ing room is much in demand for 
privately sponsored 
parties and 


that he can serve up to 100 gucsta 
at a time. 


"SHOOT TO KILL" 


Sheriff Ward Miller, when in- 


terviewed by a delegation of Nel- 
son and South Dixon farmers on 
March 4,' 1927, regarding a gang 
of chicken and hog thieves which 
had been making depredations on 
farms, told the farmers to "shoot 
to kill," according to The Tele- 
graph. 


Three Factories 
Thrive in Dixon 


The Telegraph on Mar. 3, 1927, 


announced that three new indus- 
tries were opening in Dixon dur- 
ing the year. 


R. K. Ortt, Dixon lawn mower 


manufacturer", planned to man- 
facture a two wheel drive differ- 
ential for automobiles 
in 
the 


south building of the old Dixon 
College campus. 


William B. Rusch was operat- 


inglthe Rusch Plating and Repair 
shop, where he was manufactur- 
ing sliver, brass, nickel and cop- 
per plating, and planned to make 
gold plating also.'at his shop at 
504 Depot avenue. 
i 


James P. Burke was manager 


and vice president of the Dixon 
Burial Case company, which em- 
ployed 30 men in the north college 
building on West First street. 


Wilbur Lumber Firm 
Supplies Home Needs 


The Wilbur Lumber company 


at 305 Commercial Alley in Dixon 
had passed its 76th milestone by 
1927. 
The firm'was first organ- 


ized in 1875 and has continued 
under the business slogan: "Where 
Your Home Begins." 


The firm deals in retail lumber 


and fuel and furnishes over 2500 
items in these classifications in- 
cluding many nationally known 
building products. 


The company provides complete 


building service from designing, 
to financing, lumber and millwork, 
building supplies, fuel and paint. 


The firm has 13 branch yards, 


one millwork factory and one 
warehouse and sales and serves 
three states 
Indiana and 


including 
Wisconsin. 


Illinois, 


Walter C. Knack Firm 
Serves Five Counties 


In 1927 the Walter C. Knack 


company in Dixon observed its 
fifth year in business. , The firm 
was established in 1922 and has 
served 
the 
surrounding 
five- 


county area since that date. 


Dealers in wholesale candy and 


tobacco, the company occupies a 
350x150 building at 501 First 
street. 
The company now em- 


ploys 50 persons and has a fleet 
of 30 cars and trucks. 


In addition to all kinds of 


tobacco supplies and candies, the 
company also deals in fountain 
supplies, gloves and paper goods. 


City Masonic Temple 
Dedicated in 1927 


(Evening Telegraph, June 21, 


3927)—Dixon Masonic bodies laid 
the cornerstone of the new Brinton 
Memorial Masonic Temple yester- 
day afternoon. 


(The Brinton Memorial Masonic 


Temple was dedicated Dec. 30, 
1927, with Grand Master Louis L. 
Emmerson 
of' Mt. 
Vcrnon In 


charge of ceremonies at which 
1,200 persons were present.) 


" WIN STATE HONORS 


(Evening Telegraph, June 27, 


1927)—New honors have been won 
for Dixon high school by George 
Brooks, John Spangler and Elmer 
Williams, the school's fat stock 
judging team, which Saturday 
won the state championship In the 
contest at 
tho University of 


Illinois. 


Airman Hero Drops Note 
To City on National Tour 


Dixon people in 1927 witnessed a spectacle that prob- 


ably more than any other event of that roaring, raucous, 
hero-worshiping era, left them weak with delicious excite- 
ment. ' 


At 12:27 p. m., on Saturday. Aug. 20, practically every 


pair of eyes in the city was turned heavenward when a sleek 
monoplane soared low over town and dropped a message in 
an orange-colored sack. 
' It was a moment everyone had 
been waiting1 for since May 21, 
when a lanky young Scandinav- 
ian had crawled out of the cock- 
pit of his "Spirit of St. Louis" at 
Le Bouget Flying Field. Paris. 
and calmly announced: "I 
am 


Charles Lindbergh." 


.Met Wild Jubilation 


His arrival on the 
first 
non- 


stop airplane 
flight 
from New 


York to Paris was the signal for 
a 
period 
of wild jubilation, in 


France, the 
United States and 


every civilized 
country 
in the 


world. 
He became the toast of 


two continents and the idol of the 
millions, and upon his return to 
his country President Calvin Cool- 
idge conferred upon him the dis- 
tinguished flying cross. 


He was nicknamed the "Flying 


Fool" and the "Lone Eagle," and 
a new fad, among others, swept 
over the United States shortly 
afterward and was 
called 
the 


'Lindy Hop." 
From his accounts 


of his trip, in which he used the 
word "We," (my plane and I), the 
Lindbergh worshipers christened 
Mm with that nickname. 


^ Tours Country 


The shy airman soon after re- 


turning to the United States, took 
his plane on a tour of the nation 
and to Mexico, and the opportun- 
istic press of the era followed his 
every movement. 


When on Aug. 13, The Tele- 


graph joyfully announced 
that 


Charles Augustus Lindbergh, the 
hero of the age, might fly over 
Dixon. the city went wild with 
happiness. 
Although the 
Lone 


Eagle would not have time to 
land, Secretary Henry Hellencr 
of the Chamber of Commerce an- 
nounced that he had sent the fly- 
er a telegram requesting that he 
drop a message to the citizens of 
Dixon. 


'JVlejcraph'K DoacrlpUon 


On the afternoon 
Col. Lind- 


bergh flew over Dixon, The Tele- 
graph began its historic story for 
the year 1927, thus: 
> 
" 'Gee Whi/.! He almost took 


the edge off the wire mill!' 


"These eleven words were lit- 


tered with bated breath by an ur- 
chin standing^ on the river bank, 
after Charles A. Lindbergh, 'Lone 
Eagle' of the United States Air 
force, had given Dixon people an 
opportunity to see 'we.' 


"The words describe how he 


flew when he circled the city at 
12:27 this noon and dropped a 
message of greeting to the many 
people of Dixon who felicitated 
him on his return from his his- 
tory-making flight across the At- 
lantic. 


Sound 


"Whistles from every factory 


in town greeted first the plane of 
his aide, Donald E. Keyhoe, who 
flew over the city and circled it 
at 32:10. 
Probably 
everyone 


thought the first plane was 'Lin- 
dy's," but when the second ap- 
peared and looped so low that the 
letters. 'NCX-211,' 
insignia 
of 


'The Spirit of St. Louis,' could be 
read, it was apparent that Amer- 
ica's greatest'hero of the air was 
pilot of 
that • plane. 
And • the 


whistles of all the factories and 
the Dixon state colony burst forth 
again in a paean of noisy greet- 
ing. 


"The hero aviator, flying at a 


low altitude, dropped a message 
from the cockpit, which landed 
in the arms of Francis Loomis, 9. 
who gazed into the cloudy sky at 
Lindy's ship. 


"The msesage was in a long 


orange-colored sack. 
It read as 


follows: 


"Impossible to Land" 


" 'Because of the limited time 


and the extensive itinerary of the 
tour of the United States now in 
progress, to encourage popular in- 
terest in aeronautics, it is impos- 
sible for the Spirit of St. Louis 
to land in your city. 


" 'This message from the air, 


however, is sent you to express 


Women Approve 
Cooking School 


(Evening Telegraph. A'pril 12. 


1927)—The Evening Telegraph's 
free cooking school opened this 
afternoon with a crowd xvhich 
taxed the capacity of the banquet 
room at the Elks'club. 


Many women were waiting for 


the doors to open at 1 o'clock. 
The lecturer and 
demonstrator. 


Edna 
M. Ferguson, nationally- 


recognized expert in the culinary 
art, was greeted with spontaneous 
applause when she was introduced, 
and the success of the four-day 
school was at once assured. 


The stage setting was a com- 


pletely modern kitchen, equipped 
ivith every kind of device for 
lessening woman's labor in the 
home. 
As each article of this 


marvelous 
kitchen 
was 
used, 


exclamations were heard through- 
out the audience. 


(The next day, 


newspaper, women 


reported the 
attended the 


school in spite of a driving rain. 
Demonstrations were made on how 
to prepare: jellied shrimp salad,', 
gelatin 
milk, 
baking 
powder 


biscuits, pin wheels, marshmallowl 
delight, 
mother 
cake, 
mocha- 


icing, glazed 
candy 
and 
fruitt 


sherbet. 
Prizes 
were 
awarded- 


each day of the school.) 
• ' 
—^———_«««____ 
f 


Voters Approve ; 
New High School: 


(Evening Telegraph, June 20,* 


1927)—Voters of Dixon favoredl 
a new high school in the election" 
Saturday by a strong majority* 
Voters decided to locate the build-» 
ing at the north side athletic field.* 


* 
•> ' . 
* 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Oct. 3, 


1927)—Voters approved Issuance 
of bonds today to finance a new 
high school on the site'of the old 
"Pleasure Park'.' section on the 
north bank • of Rock river, near 
the present school Athletic field. 


The board of education proposes 


to go ahead with pains for pur- 
chase of the site and erection of 
the building. 


Smith Oil Company 
Has 7 Stations Here 


Early in 1927, the Smith Oil 


and Refining company opened its 
first station in Dixon and today 
seven modern stations serve the 
city. 


Smith Oil Service Stations are 


the result of a business founded 
In 1893 by C. G. Smith and .his 
son, Ernst, and now the company 
serves the northern part of Illi- 
nois, 
southern 
Wisconsin 
and 


eastern Iowa. 


The firm continues to be locally- 


owned and locally operated and 
now has 41 bulk, plants in the 
area and serves 311 dealers. The 
Smith Goodyear store at First 
and Ottawa streets 
also 
operated 
by 


organization. 


in Dixon is 
the 
Smith 


ADDITION TO OPEN 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Apr. 1, 


1927)—The Dixon public hospital 
is about to open the new 25-bed 
addition to the ho'spital'and will 
require an increased number of 
nurses. 


BUS LINE OPENS 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 21, 


1927)—The Northern Illinois Serv- 
ice company opened its schedule 
of motor bus service from Dixon 
to LaSalle yesterday, two of the 
big new buses being placed in 
service. 


our sincere appreciation of your 
interest in the tour and in the 
promotion and expansion of com- 
mercial aeronautics In the United 
States.'" 
*- 


The letter was signed "Charles 


A. Lindbergh." 


Four Eagle Scouts in 1927 


Dixon's Boy Scout troops boasted four Eagle Scouts in * 
1927, and The Telegraph on April 8 proudly ran th« 
above picture on the front page. They were (from left): I 
Winston Smith, Kenneth Haines and John and Ray King, O 
brothers. 
.-<!•>*, 
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1928 
Telegraph Prints Leap Year Index 


Newspaper Plays Cupid 
With List of Bachelors 


A bachelor or widower in Dixon in Leap Year, 1928, 


didn't have a chance! 
Early in the year The Telegraph began printing a list of 


eligible "catches" with carefully-worded descriptions of each 
—a man for every woman! 


As an explanation for its efforts in behalf of the ladies, 


The Telegraph prefaced the list on 
tfan. 27 with the following pro 
loguo: 


"The Telegraph believes tha 


it would be in accord with its pol 
icy of public service and devotion 
to the interests of its readers, cs 
pecially pur lady readers, to in 
auguratc a new feature. This fea- 
ture is to be a list of eligible bach- 
elors and widowers. 


"A survey of Dixon and sur 


rounding territory is being made 
and The Telegraph will make an 
effort to list a considerable array 
of more or less attractive males. 


"We do not claim that this list 


will be complete, but we intend 
to offer the spinsters and maidens 
of, Dixon and vicinity a varied 
choice as to age, weight and speed. 
No attempt to classify these in- 
voluntary targets for Cupid's darts 
as to relative classic outline of 
feature and figure, or by condi- 
tion of teeth or color of hair( if 
any) will be ventured by the Leap 
Year Editor." 


Among the first victims on the 


list on Jan. 27, were the following: 


Utley Noble—Very entertaining. 


Lots of chicken feed. Better hurry. 


Kenneth 
Dysart—Now 
here's 


another case which demands fast 
work, as he is leaving the home 
town for the great city. Beat those 
Chicago girls to it. Has charming 
way with him and a fine complex- 
ion. 


Lex Hartzel—Would wake the 


best kind of a husband and could 
certainly bring home the bacon. 
Advise quick action as this offer- 
ing may be taken off the list at 
short notice. 


There were others on the list, 


too, and The Telegraph tempted 
the ladies by promising to print a 
second index on the 
following 


night. Among those on the second 
list were: 


Sherwood Dixon — Promising 


young lawyer. Big and strong but 
never rough. Been in France a 
couple of times so it will take an 
expert to hook him. 


Eddie and Gerald .Tone*—Broth- 


«r». Rising young lawyers. Fine 
dispositions. V e r y 
personable 


young men. Stylish. Good man- 
ners. 


John and Clarrnre Valte—Broth- 


ers. Two shades of red hair to pick 
from. 
Snappy 
dressers. 
Good 


dancers. 


Nell Reagan—Young and peppy. 


Graceful dancer and fluent yode- 
ler. 


By Jan. 28th, The Telegraph al- 


ready had reported that several of 
the candidates had been scratched 
off the list and were already spok- 
en for. The staff began watching 
the marraige license desk at the 
court hours and considered giving 
a prize for the first lady to drag 
one of the prizes across the goal 
inc. 


The list, on Jan. 30th, included 


the following candidates for the 
1928 "Sadie Hawkins": 


Edward's—Here is a 


Patients at State Hospital Build Gateway 


attractive subject. Tall and good 
ooking and all the necessary attri- 
butes. 


Ligouri 
Welch—Popular 
auto 


salesman. Has that schoolgirl com- 
plexion. Just a little shy. 


Robert • Anderson—Well-known 


musician and ex-sailor. If you 
hear him sing you'll fall for him 
sure. 


Dixon bachelors began to await 


each night's edition of The Tele- 
graph with fear and trembling. 
Sxposure to the wiles «f the 
adies became the talk in all mas- 
culine 
gatherings. 
There were 


more in the list in the issue of 
an. 31. They included: 
Otto Schade—Sometimes called 


'Butch." Coal and ice dealer in 
Ashton. Owner of immense aspar- 
agus beds. So, if you like aspar- 
agus, give him a chase. 


John Buckley—Another rising 


•oung attorney who would be a 
ood catch. Loves home cooking, 
rtay be snapped up soon. 


On Feb. 2, the month of Valen- 


ine's day, the list increased and 
among those counted were: 


Joe Elchler—Here is the answer 


o a maiden's prayer. Handsome. 
Athletic build. Flashing dark eyes 
and raven locks. Prosperous mer- 
chant. 


The list continued on Feb. 3— 


with the names of candidates from 
STachusa, Amboy, Ashton, Comp- 
:on and other parts of the county. 
No one was safe who didn't have) 


The gateway to the Dixon State hospital, completed in 1928, was the work of patients at the colony, under direction 
of Dr. W. G. Murray. The patients quarried the rock and did all the work of erecting the gateway, under the su- 


pervision of a boss mason 


Notional Guard Organized 
In 1928 by Sherwood Dixon 


The local National Guard unit 


was originally organized as Com- 
pany A, 129th Infantry, through 
the efforts of Sherwood Dixon, 
now retired Brigadier General, and 
was granted federal 
recognition 


in July, 1928. 


General Dixon was made Captain 


of the new c.ompany, assisted by 
First 
Lieutenant 
H. 
Hensler, 


Second Lieutenant Raymond Wag- 
ner and First Sergeant August 
Wimpleberg. 


Sergeant Wimpleberg was pro- 


moted to Second Lieutenant 
In 


February, 1929 upon the resigna- 
tion of Lt. Wagner. He became 
First Lieutenant in September, 
1929 to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Lt. Hensler. 
D'. C. Austin served 
as 
Second 


Lieutenant in the company from 
1930 to 1935. 
Sgt. Wayne K. 


Wolfe was promoted to the va- 
cancy caused by the resignation of 
Lt. Austin in June, 1936. 


Captain Dixon was transferred 


to Regimental Headquarters, 129th 
Infantry in May, 1937, to become 
Regimental Adjutant. Lt. Wimple- 
berg was promoted to the rank of 
Captain and took over command 
of the company in June, 1937. 


Sgt. James H. Ketchin was 


promoted to Second Lieutenant on 
June 5. 1939, to fill the vacancy 
existing in that rank. 


This organization served in the 


civil disturbances at Springfield, 
111., in March, 1933 and at the 
Stover Manufacturing Co., Free- 
port, 111., in June 1935. 


Members of old Company A, 


129th Infantry served all over 


the world during World War n 
and 
established 
an 
excellent 


record. Most of the members saw 
service in the South Pacific, the 
theatre in which the " regiment 
served. 


Upon reorganization of the Na- 


tional Guard after World War n, 
Dixon was assigned the Head- 
quarters and Headquarters Com- 
pany of the 129th Infantry Regi- 
ment. The drill night of this unit 
is Monday from 7:30 til 9:30, with 
non-commissioned officers' school 
lasting an additional hour. 


Dixon is 
very 
fortunate 
in 


having a new, modern, up-to-date 
Armory 
that provides 
modern 


equipment. The new armory was 
built during 1937 and 1938 and 
before its completion the local 
unit was 
housed over 
Kline's 


department store. 


The present company consists 


of 12 officers, two warrant officers 
and 98 enlisted men. The unit's 
overhead personnel is as follows: 


1st Lt. Fred 
E. 
Holderman, 


Company commander; 1st Lt. John 
P. Abbott, Company executive 
officer; 2nd Lt. Wilbur D. Harris, 
platoon leader; WOJG Clinton D. 
Woodyatt, 
unit 
administrator; 


M/Sgt. LeRoy 
Adams, / First 


Sergeant. 


A 15 day encampment is held 


every summer as part of the train- 
ing. 
• 


Many men have advanced from 


the ranks to become officers, thus 
signifying the spirit and ability 
of the youth of this communty. 


LINDY LETTERS 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 17, 


1928)—Postmaster Moyer was this 
morning forced to order 1000 more 
special Lindbergh air mail enve- 
lopes to supply the demand of the 
Dixon pofet office for souvenirs to 
be carried by the famous Lone 
Eagle when he again flies his old 
mail route from St. Louis to Chi- 
cago and return, Monday and 
Tuesday. 


a marriage license to shield him. 


The 
list 
went 
merrily 
on 


throughout the spring—hundreds 
of males were listed, their qualifi- 
cations stated and in tired conclu- 
sion, The Telegraph 
folded its 


Cupidlc wings, put away its darts 
and allowed love and romance to 
take its course. 


National Tea Passes 
The 50 Year Mark 


The National Tea company of 


which the Dixon store is a mem- 
ber, is over 50 years old. 
The 


retail food business operates with 
the slogan "To Serve You Better 
and Save You More." 


The Dixon store is located at 


207 West First street. 


The National Tea company con- 


sists of over 350 stores out of 
the Chicago branch with a volume 
output over 
$4,000,000 
weekly. 


There are branches in Minneapolis, 
Indianapolis and Milwaukee with 
the home office in Chicago. 


The company features 
name 


brands of all retail products in the 
grocery business. 


Dependable Service for Ten Years! 


4*0691 


;DIXON, ILL 


HU.J4104 EW.9000 


L 


In the above picture is "Bud" Reuter, union engineer operator, standing by one of 
his ever ready wreckers, awaiting any emergency. 
Our Specialty... 
Heavy Trucks & Steel Work 


Objects of Any Weight - the Heaviest of Trucks - AH 


Types of Steel Work Can Be Handled by Our 


Wreckers and Extension Booms 


24 HOUR SERVICE - 365 DAYS A YEAR 


DISTANCE IS NO PROBLEM 


REUTER'S 
TOWING & WRECKER SERVICE 


106 RIVER STREET 
DIAL 4-8651 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 


St. Anne's Catholics Organized 
Church for North Side in 1928 


The history of St. Anne's Cath- 


olic church began in 1928, when 
the Diocese of Rockford purchased 
the property 
at East Morgan 


street and North Dixon avenue for 
$23,000 to itsrect a church on the 
north side. 


Ground was broken in the sum- 


mer of 1928, and the church, which 
cost an additional $55,000, was 
dedicated by Bishop Edward Ho- 
ban on July 28, 1929. 


The building's architecture was 


based on early American mission- 
ary style, with high vaulted dark 
cypress rafters and sweeping lines. 
The outside was ornamented with 
Norman-French dormer windows 
and doors and windows were trel- 
lised with hand carved 
stone 


Fleur-de-lis and Gothic traceries. 
The steeple was modeled after one 
on the LaSaine Chappele in Paris 
dating back to the 12th century. 


First Pastor Named 


The Rev. Thomas Gilbert Flynn 


was named as first pastor for the 
new parish, which began with 
about 80 families, or about 290 
people. Other high dignitaries of 
the Catholic church attended the 
ceremonies and city officials were 
present at the dedication. 


• Father Flynn remained as pastor 
until 1933, when sickness forced 
him to retire, and he was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Joseph Dris- 
coll, who stayed 
only a few 


months'and was succeeded in turn 
by the Rev. Clement Caine in De- 
cember, 1933. 


Father Caine was succcded on 


May 22, 1940, by the Rev. Ronald 
L. French, who has remained 11 
years as pastor to the present day. 


Ordained In 1027 


Father French was ordained as 


priest at Holy Name cathedral, 
Chicago, in 1927, by Cardinal Mun- 
delein. He had been awarded his 
M. A. degree by St. Viator's col- 
lege, Bourbonnais, 111., in 1919, and 
had pursued theology courses for 


ST. ANNE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


four years at St. Paul's Seminary, 
Minn., from 1923-26. 


Under Father French, the parish 


has greatly increased in popula- 
tion and now numbers about 250 
families, or about 650 people. The 
debt has been reduced from $70,000 
to $11,000, and a number of im- 
provements have been made, in- 
cluding repairs and decorations_ of 
the church and rectory and instal- 
lation of new altars. 


Assisted by Brother 


Father French is assisted by his 


brother, 
the Rev. Richard 
J. 


French. CSV, who has retired aft- 
er 40 years as a professor. Other 
assistants in the past have been 
Revs. John Smith, Dudley Day 
and Nicholas Thiry. 


Besides St. Anne's Study club, 


described elsewhere in this edition, 
St. Anne's 
choir comprises 23 


members under Mrs. Byron Chas- 
tccn, director, and Mrs. Arthur 
Mills, organist. 


Present Pastor 


REV. RONALD L. FRENCH 


SERVING YOU 


IS OUR' BUSINESS 


. . . and although it's only been for a 
comparatively short time we take pride 
in the service we have rendered. Our 
sincere hope for the future is that we 
may continue to serve you in the man- 
ner to which you are accustomed. 


MAC'S 


ZEPHYR SERVICE 


QUALITY GAS and OIL FOR LESS 


U. S. ROYAL TIRES and BATTERIES 
WASHING 
LUBRICATION 


319 W. Everett Street 
Phone 2-8451 


Loveland Leaves 
Wealth to City 


Although not erected until 1940, 


tho'Lovcland community building 
in Dixon was assured in 1928 when 
the will of the late George C. Love- 
land was filed on July 3rd of that 
year. 


The Telegraph reported on that 


date: 


"The magnitude of Mr. Love- 


land's generosity and of his kind- 
ly feeling for Dixon is more fully 
Comprehended when it is realized 
that practically his entire estate, 
which according to the petition 
filed with the will amounts to more 
than $500,000, is given to the City 
of Dixon for a community build- 
ing. 


"Mr. Loveland's will, after giv- 


ing Mrs. Loveland the use of his 
property during, her lifetime, and 
after making a number of be- 
quests, mostly in the form of an- 
nuities, then bequeaths to the 
City of Dixon, the ontire estate re- 
maining at the death of his wife, 
and provides for the appointment 
of three trustees to arrange for 
the erection and management of 
the building." 


Vogue Shoppe Has 
Opening Here in '28 


The Vogue Shoppe at 208 First 


street, is owned by Mary A. Har- 
kins and was established here 23 
years ago in 1928. 


The store deals 
in 
women's 


ready-to-wear apparel and 
mil- 


linery. 


" THAT DARX RACKET! 
(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 17, 


1928)—Because a radio fan resid- 
ing in the west end of the city pre- 
ferred to search the ether waves 
for a suitable program, while a 
fellow roomer wanted to sleep, the 
operator of the set was threatened 
with death and the police were 
called to prevent a murder, It de- 
veloped today. 


DIXON COUNTRY CLUB 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 31. 


1928)—The board of directors of 
the Dixon Country club has award. 
id the contract for the new club- 
house building to Schafer &• Olson, 
.he builders who are building new 
structures at the state hospital. 
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YEARS AGO 


HALL'S HELD THEIR 
OPENING AT THIS 
LOCATION 


Photo at left nhovn Edith and 
Howard Hall standing In front of 
their opening location at US N. 
Galena Ave. The.building It pice- 
ently occupied by Ford's Barber 
Shop. The Hall's were at this lo- 
cation for 2 yean. 


%g?f 
«otct 
...AND 


FOR MORE THAN j\ DECADE 
HALL'S 
NAME HAS BEEN ALLIED 


SUCCESSFULLY WITH FRIGIDAIRE 


WE CAN PROUDLY SAY.. 


All these features are yours 


in a Frigidaire! 


... on enviable record has been established. 
Twenty-two years with R.C.A. Victor, twenty 
years with Philco and ten years with Frigidaire 
are strong evidence that customer, dealer and 
manuacturer have all been satisfied with our 
business alliances. Many years of pleasant 
customer relationship have also been enjoyed 
with Hoover Cleaners and Tappan Gas Ranges. 
Now, with the advent of Television, another 
great name. Admiral^ has been added. Twenty- 
two years ago this fall we opened at the location 
pictured above and found these quarters were 
inadequate after two years. A move to the ad- 
jacent location south of the Dixon Theatre proved 
satisfactory for another two years. Still growing 
and keeping pace with time and products, we 
moved to our present location which was then,' 
two separate stores. Two years after this move, 
the 'Better Paint Store' was bought out and both 
stores were remodeled to result in the general 
store appearance you see today. Continued 


expansion included a basement toy display 
room, the second floor being taken over for 
appliances and the rear of the building being 
converted to modern service shops. Children's 
birthdays, sickness, etc., provide occasion for 
year 'round toy gift purchases. You may be 
assured of satisfactory selection at Hall's, for we 
boast two complete floors of toys the year 'round. 
Our record counter, the home of 50,000 records, 
is the largest in this vicinity. Quiet and comfort 
are yours in the attractive second floor appli- 
ance display. Make your appliance choice 
here, where uninterrupted thought and discus- 
sion with our competent sales force can be had. 
AND NOW... with the publication of this Cen- 
tennial Edition, we proudly announce the open- 
ing of our first floor GIFT DEPARTMENT with 
souveniers and gifts from California, Eastern 
U.S.A., Canada, Czechoslovakia, Italy, France, 
England, Japan and other countries. 
J Gifts for 


all occasions, every room in the home and items 
for the collector. 


Full-wldth Chill Drawer 


for txtra ict cubes, 


quick chilling feeds 


Double-easy 


Ouickube Ice Trays 


Sturdy, cloit.grilled 


rustproof shelves 


Over IS sq. ft. 


of shelf area 


Meter-Miser mechanism 


protects all your food 


with SAFE-Celdl 


leaufifuf desfefled wft* gold, 


b/ue and cfirome accents 


221 


FIRST ST. 


PHONE 
2-1511 


Near zero cold for 41 
Ibi. frozen foods in the 
Super-Freezer Chest. 


Plenty of usable ipace 
for safe itoroge of all 
your everyday foods. 


Twin Hydrators keep 
3/5 bushel fruits and 
vegetables freth fer 
days. 


'SPAPFRI 


THE BEAUTIFUL NEW FRIGIDAIRE MASTER REFRIGERATOR 


VSPA-PFfcBRM 
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... City Dedicates New High School 


Walgreens Accept Century-Old Tradition 
Of Hospitality at 'Hazelwood' Estate 


In 1929, the late Charles R. Wal- 


green, widely-known drug mer- 
chant, purchased an estate along 
a river ... and became a friend to 
man. 


When Mr. and Mrs. Walgreci 


became the owners of the Hazel 
wood estate near Dixon, they ac 
ceptcd a tradition of hospitality 
which began more than a hundred 
years before. This tradition they 
reaffirmed and it has been main 
tained in later years by Mrs. Wal- 
green. 


To many famous travelers over 


a bygone era to the present, the 
words "Hazelwood" and "hospital- 
ity" have been synonymous. There, 
amid a natural beauty of lawn, 
forest and river, the peace that 
surpasses all understanding has 
been experienced by many weary 
travelers and those receptive to 
the charms of nature. 


The guest book at Hazelwood in- 


cludes many of the most well 
known names of the past 100 
years. There have been writers, 
poets, artists, actors, leaders in 
government, industrialists",- educa- 
tors, statesmen, and many, many 
more. 


History Begin* In 1837 


The history of Hazelwpod goes 


back more than a century—to 
1837, a year when the loftiest for- 
tunes were tumbling and the coun- 
try was swept by financial ruin. 
In the midst of this crisis, many 
men turned their faces westward 
resolving to get away from the 
eastern center of. financial failures 
and seeking freedom from 
the 


blasts of panic and business trou- 
bles. One of these men was Alex- 
ander Charters of New York City. 


Charters had read about the 


West and of its inviting freedom 
opportunities and -possibilities for 
. business in and around the leac 
mines of Galena where great for- 
tunes were being made. But more 
attractive to him were the stories 
of the country's beauty, its wild- 
ness and its historic setting. Since 
1832, eastern newspapers had been 
singing the praises of the Rock 
River valley country. _ 


Migration Westward 


The great migration westward 


in 1835 had taken thousands from 
the East and led them to the Rock 
river country with Dixon's ferry 
as a focal point. Once established, 
each one of those who came here 
wrote back describing the tower- 
ing cliffs and fertile valleys, and 
Dixon's Ferry became almost as 
important as the lead mines. 


Alexander Charters, schooled in 


business and reared in university 
life, was described as "broad of 
shoulder, large of intellect and 
braver of heart, but he had his 
sentimental side." Drawn by .the 
lure of nature, he resolved to for- 
get his troubles and find refuge 
in the West. 


Charters invited his 
younger 


brother, Samuel, to seek Dixon's 
Ferry, explore • the . surrounding 
countryside and to make a claim 
to an inviting spot where the older 
brother might "live in • retirement, 
peace and comfort. 


When, in 1837, Samuel Charters 


reached Dixon's Ferry, he found 
the most beautiful spot in all the 
West—a section'o'f land, 640'acres. 
The land was not then on the mar- 
ket so he chose it as a claim, to 
hold until it might be posted later 
for sale by the government. He 
constructed a log cabin on the 
land and reported his actions to 
his brother. 


Came Here by Boat 


In 1838, Alexander 
Charters 


loaded his belongings into a sail- 
ing vessel, took with him his serv- 
ants 'and some friends and sailed 
for New Orleans. From that point, 
by steamboat, the party followed 
the Mississippi and Rock rivers to 
Dixon's Ferry. At a distance of 
about three miles from the ferry, 
Alexander moved into the log 
cabin. 


Rock River at Estate 


At once Charters became inter- 


ested in the new country and its 
people. He became friends with 
John Dixon and he decided that 
fortune had been generous with 
htm and settled wisely and happily 
the most difficult problem of a 
lifetime. 


The new estate was named Haz- 


elwood and at once it became the 
center of great hospitality. The 
added number of guests attracted 
to Hazelwood made it necessary 
for Charters to plan the erection 
of a suitable frame mansion. 
It 


is doubtful if, at that'time, there 
was a single frame house between 
Peoria and the lead mine area. 


Many Famous Guests 


, Thiia, early . Hazelwood became 
the center of. hospitality and warm 
welcome. Among tj>e famous peo- 
ple who-were among the first to 
visit Hazelwood were: 
. John D, Whiteside, member'of 
the famous Whiteslde family which 
furnished heroes in two, wars in 
Illinois and'in innumerable Indian 
raids; John ShUlaber.'wfio.brought 
with ,Mm in 1851 the" news, of the 
Illinois Central ;.railroaars plan to 
build ,to'"Dixon;..William Cullen 
BryanV who, on a visit to his 
biother living In Princeton, III., 
made a 


$600,000 Building Adds 
Beauty to River Frontage 


Dixon's new $600,000 high school alpng the north bank 


ot Rock river was dedicated on Friday evening, Dec. 13,1929. 


During the entire weekend, hundreds of citizens inspect- 


ed the new building and on Friday night the gymnasium was 
filled during the formal dedication ceremonies. 


President Thomas W. Clayton of the board of education 
presided at the ceremony and the 


Old Cabin at Hazelwood 


guest speaker was Francis G. 
Blair of Springfield, State Super- 
intendent of the Department of 
Public Instruction. 


Students' Building 


"With the opening of a great 


building such as this, for educa- 
tional "purposes," he said, 
"the 


boys and girls, the students of 
this .community, the members of 
the faculty and the taxpayers 
have a great pride. 
For the 


students these walls fairly speak 
to them. They are not standing 
still or marking time, but are' 
providing a great cross-section of 
life. The child from the lowliest 
home in this community 
can 


truthfully say that this is his or 
her school building." 


Other events on the dedication 


program included musical inter- 
lud.es by the high school orchestra 
under the direction of Miss Marion 
Lawson (and selections by 
the 


boys' 
and 
girls' 


included 


clubs. 
glee 


Speakers included I. B. Potter, 
superintendent, and A. H. Lan- 
caster, principal. 


The consolidation of the north 


and south side district had been 
accomplished 10 years earlier. 


The school cafeteria and audi- 


torium were not complete in the 
first year the building was used. 


Faculty Members 


Members of the faculty in 1929 


were: 


Superintendent, I. B. Potter; 


principal, A. M. Lancaster; Miss 
Mildred Conely (languages), Mrs. 
Freya Lazier (languages), M. C. 
Selander 
(history, 
Miss 
Edith 


Heinle (English and mathematics), 
Miss 
Irma 
Newman 
(mathe- 


matics), 
Miss Edna 
Burnham 


(mathematics), Miss Olive Cotta" 
(home 
economics and 
general' 


science), Miss Cleta White (home 
economics), Miss Marion Lawson 
(music), B. J. Frazer (English), 
Miss Dorothy Armington (Eng- 
lish), Miss Olga Eneroth (Eng- 
lish), 
Miss 
Alice 
Richardson 


(English and history), Miss Myrtle 
Scott 
(social 
science), 
Miss, 


Kathryn Wright (history), Miss 
Margaret 
K1 i n g 
(commercial 


course), Miss Camilla Kinsella 
[accounting), Mrs. Florence White 
(biology), C. iH. Lindell (social 
science), L. E. Sharpe (chemistry), 
A. C. Bowers (physics), and Miss 
5. Louise Guernsey (art). 


Lee County Home Bureau 
Organized October, 1929 


wood and to meet Charters; Philip 
Cearncy, wealthy native of New 
York and officer in • the United 
itates army; Margaret Fuller (Os- 
oli), brilliant young poetess; Ba- 
-ard Taylor, man of letters; Steph- 
n A. Douglas, the little giant of 
iratory . . . and many, many 
thcrs. 
Within three years after the ar- 


ival of Charters, Hazelwood had 
cached a reputation for beauty so 
utstanding,' and he himself had 
achieved a reputation for hospi- 
ality so commanding, that visits 
vere made to him by many peo- 
1e foremost in American life. Nor 
>vcrc these visitors confined to one 
lass. The literary, the military, 
he professional andjtfie civil Icad- 
rs were among thQe who later 
estified to its attractions. 


Charters Born at Belfast 


Charters, born at Belfast on July 
, "1800, came from a distinguished 
ncestry. 
His family had moved 


rom Scotland to Ireland many 
ears before his birth. All the ad- 
antages of culture and wealth 


were his. His father readily con- 
cntcd to let him go to New York 
t the age of 17, where he entered 
a. store to serve apprenticeship. 
-ater he opened his own business 
as junior member of the firm, J. & 


. Charters, linen merchants. Dur- 
ng the period 1817 to" 1830 he 
lade frequent visits to Ireland 
nd on one trip married Miss Ellen" 
Joomer, daughter of a large manu- 
acturcr. 
Charters extended his 


•isit to Belfast until the birth 
f his only child, James Boonicr 
Charters, on July 11, 1831. 
Very 


oon after the birth, the mother 
icd. Charters died at Hazelwood 
n Sdpt. 18. 1878. 


Aftrc the death of Charters, the 


;lory of the estate languished. 
George H. Page, a Dixon-Palmyra 
/outh, bought the place with the 
mention of spending his life there, 
ic spent a fortune on improve- 
ments, but in a short time he be- 
came ill and died. Charles H. 
lughcs, another Dixon-Palmyra 
man who was a banker and state 
senator, then bought the estate. 
Ie added to the log cabin and cn- 
ertained lavishly, bringing Hazel- 
wood back to its golden days. But 
presently he, too, passed away. 


In 1929, the property became the 


>ixon home of Charles R. Wal- 
green and his family. Since then 
he glory of Hazelwood has con- 
inucd—never-ending years which 
lave added to the century-old tra- 
dition of hospitality. 


First Owner 


ALEXANDER CHARTERS 


The history of Hazelwood es- 


tate goes back more than a cen- 
tury to 1837 when 
Alexander 


Charters of New York was seek- 
ing refuge from the troubles of 
the business world and purchased 
the magnificent river front area 
as a haven for peace and secur- 
ity. As first host of Hazelwood, 
Charters entertained many not- 
able persons who came to Dixon 
in those early days. 
His tradi- 


tion of hospitality has been car- 
ried on to modern times by the 
Walgreen family. 


Barrick Cattle Firm 
Began Here in 1929 


The Barrick Cattle company in 


Dixon began operation in Septem- 
ber, 1929. The company employs 
10 people as stackers and feeding 
cattle dealers. R. M. Kcrnan is 
the mamigcr of the company whose 
central office is in Amarillo, Tex- 
as. The company serves 
wide 


areas in Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Indiana, New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. 


MARATHON DANCERS 
, 
UNHAPPY 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 17, 


1929)—A committee composed of 
former marathon dancers, 
dis- 


gruntled and disappointed, sore- 
footed 
and 
some 
sore-handed, 


called on Sheriff Ward Miller last 
evening to plead for permission 
to reopen the Twin City dancing 
pavilion for one week. 
Sheriff 


Miller closed the marathon hippo- 
drome during a disturbance of 
th« peace. The dancers want to, 
recoup their finances. 


The Crash 
(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 


24, 1929)—Wall Street ex- 
perienced the darkest day 
in years today as a selling 
movement nearing panic 
proportions completely de- 
moralized the stock market 
and hundreds of millions of 
dollars in quoted 
values 


disappeared by the minute. 


Such stocks as U. S. Steel 


tumbled $9 a share to $195, 
Standard Oil of New Jer- 
sey $11 to $62.50, American 
Telephone $23 to $249 and 
Johns Manville $40 to $140. 


"TALKIES" HERE 


(Evening Telegraph, June 10, 


1929)—The Dixon theater, meet- 
ing the change of times and the 
advancement of motion and speak- 
ing pictures, presented its first 
showing of speaking-motion pic- 
tures to its patrons today. 


The idea of a Home Bureau was 


first conceived in 1925, by a small 
group of Farm Bureau workers 
who felt that the women of Lee 
county should have an organiza- 
tion of their own. However, the ac- 
tual organization 
did not take 


place until Oct. 22,1929. 


Miss Kate Slaughter, (now Mrs. 


Walter McLaughlin) then Home 
Adviser of LaSalle county, was in- 
vited to tell the women attending 
the annual dinner of the Lee Coun- 
ty Farm Bureau, the value of 
Home Bureau. A temporary or- 
ganization and a tentative sign-up 
started. 
Mrs. W. L. Reigle of 


Franklin Grove was elected tem- 
porary president, and Nellie Cahil 
of Amboy, temporary secretary 
This organization took place in 
the Amboy Township high school 
on Dec. 10, 1925. Eighty women 
were present. During the course of 
a directors' meeting of the Farm 
Bureau, Mrs. Reigle and Miss Ca- 
hill were appointed delegates to 
attend, the Home Bureau state 
meeting at the University of Illi- 
nois Jan. 11, 12 and 13, 1926, 
where a conference was held with 
the state leader, Miss Kathryn 
VanAken (now Mrs. Burns), and 
arrangements 
were made for a 


state leader to be sent to Lee coun- 
ty to assist in putting on a mem- 
bership drive to obtain 400 signed 
cards and establish a permanent 
Home Bureau in Lee county. 


Temporary Organization 


On April 23, 1926, at the Metho- 


dist church, Amboy, 
the first 


temporary county meeting was 
held. A temporary 
organization 


was set up and the following offi- 
cers elected: Mrs. J. A. Long, Sub- 
lette, -president pro-tern; Nellie 
Cahill, Amboy, secretary pro-tern. 


Mrs. Long presided at the meet- 


ing. Miss Lucille Allen of the De- 
partment of Home Economics at 
the University of Illinois gave a 
short talk on Home Bureau work 
and also gave 
instructions 
on 


carrying on a membership drive. 
The adopted plan was to divide the 
county into four districts and four 
district chairwomen were elected; 
Mrs. Charles Hart, Dixon; Mrs. 
Franklin Pettigrew, Amboy; Mrs. 


Roy Ullrich, Franklin Grove; Mrs. 
Frank Oester, Sublette. The town- 
ship chairwomen were elected as 
follows: Palmyra, Mrs. B. Swartz; 
Nelson, Mrs. Joy Atkinson; South 
Dixon, Mrs. Alfred Tourtillott; Na- 
chusa, • Mrs. 
Charles Shippert; 


China, Mrs. W. L. Reigle; Harmon, 
Mrs. Ellis Kugler; Hamilton, Mrs. 
Ed Erbes; Marion, Mrs. William 
Daum; East Grove, Mrs. A. J. 
loder; Amboy, Mrs. Gilbert Finch; 
May, Mrs. Andrew Long; Sublette, 
Miss Mae Clarke; Brooklyn, Mrs. 
H. A. Bcrnarden; Wyoming, Mrs. 
C. Barth; Bradford, Mrs. Harry 
Olmstead; Ashton, Mrs. 
George 


Beach; 
Reynolds, Mrs. 
Henry 


Klenke; Alto, Mrs. Claude Her- 
man. 


Sixty ladies were present, 47 


membership cards were signed, 19 
being from Sublette. Eleven town- 
ships were represented. This new- 
ly-formed organization was with- 
out funds, so the Lee County Farm 
Bureau offered aid. Miss Allen re- 
mained in the county and the 
formal beginning for a Home Bu- 
reau drive was launched. 


Township Meetings 


Meetings were held in every 


township and met with fair suc- 
cess. During 1926-27 about 40 dif- 
ferent groups of women over the 
county were addressed and the 
average 
attendance was about 


eight, making a total of 320 per- 
sons who had heard these talks. 
About 200 signed cards as mem- 
bers. No work was done during the 
year 1928. It was impossible for 
Mrs. Long to give any time to the 
work and no one was appointed to 
take her place. 
Yet, the enthus- 


iasm for Home Bureau continued. 


Miss Lulu Black, who had been 


Home Adviser in Kane coifnty, 
came to assist in April, 1929. She 
icld group meetings in practically 
every community throughout the 
county, sponsored a picnic on Aug. 
16, at the Lee county fair grounds. 
Mrs. J. A. Long presided at all 
county meetings and attended the 
freater part of the group meetings 
.hroughout the county. 


Permanent Organization 


The first business meeting of the 


Walgreeri's Interest in 
Pharmacy Began in Dixon 


Charles 
R. 
Walgreen, 
well- 


known drug merchant, was born 
October 9, 1873, on a farm in 
Knox county, Illinois, near Gales- 
burg. 
Both hte parents, Charles 


and Ellen Ol||ti Walgreen, came 
to this country-from Sweden. The 
family moved to Dixon in 1887. 


Mr. 
Walgreen's 
interest 
in 


pharmacy dated from the time he 
completed his studies at the Dixon 
Business College.. At that time 
"he was employed by. D. S. Horton, 
a druggist in Dixon, and he was 
apprenticed as a pharmacist. 


In 1893, Mr. Walgreen moved to 


Chicago, looking for a job and 
equipped with twenty dollars. He 
found work with Samuel Rosen- 
feld on what was then 
Fifth 


avenue near Randolph 
street. 


Later he worked with Max Grieben 
at the corner^lof 
Racine and 


Wrightwood, and W. B. Valentine 
on 39th street and Cottage Grove 
avenue. 


War Interrupts Career 


At this point in his career, the 


Spanish American war intervened 
and Mr. Walgreen enlisted as a 
private in Company L, First Illi- 
nois Volunteers. He was stationed 
at San Juan in Cuba and detailed 
to special duty at Siboney hospital. 
He was honorably discharged and 
sent back to Chicago after he had 
been stricken with yellow fever 
and malaria. 


Employment with I. W. Blood at 


the corner of Cottage Grove and 
Bowen avenue was Mr. Walgreen's 
first position on his return to 
Chicago. In 1902, when Blood 
was anxious to sell, young Wai- 


green saw this as his chance to 
go into business for himself and 
borrowed enough money to buy his 
first store. In 1909, W. B. Valen- 
tine's store was for sale and J>'.Q 
Walgreen bought it 
from his 


former employers. 


Other Stores Opened 
" ' 


At intervals other stores" were 


opened until in 1919 there were 18 
stores, all in Chicago. 
In 1929, 


there were 325, and in 1939, the 
year Mr. Walgreen died, there 
were almost 500 stores owned and 
operated by Walgreen Co. 


On June 5, 1937, Mr. Walgreen 


made a substantial gift to thf 
University 
of Chicago 
for 
a 


foundation for the study of Amer- 
ican institutions. 
The university 


named this gift the Charles R. 
Walgreen Foundation. 


As a member of the Gorgas 


Memorial Institute, Mr. Walgreen 
was the donor of an essay prize 
for school 'children. He served as 
a member of the commission ap- 
pointed by former Governor 
mcrson for the Fort Dixon M 
morial to Abraham Lincoln. He 
was a founder member of the 
Chicago Century of Progress ol 
1933, a member of the North- 
western University Associates, a 
director of the National Associa- 
tion Of Chain Drug- Stores, and 
director of the Dixon National 
bank. 


On August 18, 1902, Mr. Wai- 


§Teen married Mrs. Myrtle T) 
Norton of Normal, Illinois. 
To 


this union were born two children, 


harles R. Jr., and Ruth. 


permanent organization was held 
on Oct. 22, 1929, in the Methodist 
church parlors, Amboy. Mrs. J. A. 
Long gave the address, touching 
on high points of work during the 
three years as temporary chair- 
man. Miss Black gave.the report 
on membership: There was a'totat 
of 325 cards on file for member- 
ship. The nominating committee, 
Mrs. Charles Shippert, Miss Mae 
Clarke, and Mrs. Roy Ullrich, pre- 
sented the following officers: Pres- 
ident, Mrs. J..A. Long; vice-pres- 
ident, Mrs. Joy Atkinson; - secre- 
tary, Miss Nellie Cahill; treasurer, 
Mrs. Ellis Kugle*; chairman of 
publicity, Mrs. 'Clarence Bothe; 
music and recreation, chairman, 
Mrs. Dale Rosenkrans; food chair- 
man, Mrs. C. E: Yale; chairman of 
home management, Mrs. Harry 
Olmstead; 4-H chairman, 
Mrs. 


George Travis'. These were elected 
and Lee county was the 25th coun- 
ty in Illinois to adopt Home Bu- 
reau. 
^, 


The execut^P committee of the 


Farm Bureau offered space in the 
Farm Bureau office to the Lee 
Cpjmty Home Bureau for one year 
without remuneration. There have 
been 21 annual meetings since this 
beginning, Oct. 22, 1929. 


The first home adviser was 


Florence Syvcrud of lola, Kansas; 
now. of Seattle, Wash. 
She has 


been followed by five other home 
advisers: Mrs. Elizabeth Colcan 
Henry, Miss Marian 
Sympson, 


Mrs. Louise Harrington Schocn- 
holz, Miss Barbara Herlin Nichol- 
son, and the present home adviser, 
Miss June Pilgrim. 


There have been 11 past pres- 


idents: Mrs. J. A. Long, 1929-30\ 
Mrs. Ellis Kugler, 1930-32; Mrs: 
George Ross, 1932-33; Mrs. Beulah 
Welch, 1933-34; Mrs. Carl Ackert, 
1934-37; Mrs. Charles Ross, 1937- 
39; Mrs. Holly Smith, 1939-41; 
Mrs. Earl Auman, 1941-42; Mrs. 
Ralph Long, 1943-45; Mrs. N. 
Dietrich, 
1945-47; 
Mrs. Milton 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. K) 


High School Building on North Side of River 


Regarded as one of the most beautiful school buildings in Illinois, the Dixon high school cost over half a million dollars and WQO 
Dec. 13, 1929. The left wing of the building houses the gymnasium and athletic department, and the right 
' 
* 
M 


equipped auditorium. Now, in 1951, the school's superintendent is A. H. Lancaster who was principal 


B. J. Fraztr U present principal. 


0 
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"Drugs WirTi A*Reputation" 


Shown, above is a complete picture 
of the interior of the Johns Walgreen 
Agency Drug Store located at 106 
Galena Ave. This store is outstand- 
ing in as much as you can find every- 
thing to suit your needs here, from 
a first class prescription department, 
fountain and lunch service, tobacco 
and cigar counter, candies, to a wide 
stock of cosmetics, packaged drugs 
and patent medicines. 
Whatever 


your needs, Johns Walgreen Agency 
Drug Store is the place to buy it. 


Looking at Johns Walgreen Agency from the outside, you will see this modern store front with 
windows decorated with seasonable merchandise. The store is conveniently located in the heart 
of Dlxon's buisness district. When in Dixon visit the outstanding drug store in the vicinity. 


The Walgreen Agency Drug Store in Dixon was originated by Mr. R. W. Sterling 
in 1909, and was operated by Mr. Sterling until his death. Mr. Johns and Mr. 
Laughlin purchased the drug store in May of 1949, and now operate it under the 
name of Johns Walgreen Agency Drug Store. Their plans now and for the future 
are to serve Dixon and Community with the best in drugs, prescriptions and 
merchandise. 


Mr. Paul O. Johns, partner in the business, is a graduate of Ohio State University, 
with over 30 years experience in the drug store field. He was employed by 
Peoples Drug Stores of Washington D. C., and Akron, Ohio, for 22 years. He 
then operated his own Walgreen Agency in Ashland, Ohio, for 6 years. In 1949 


he purchased the Sferling Drug fctore and has been Dixon business man since that time. 
Mr. Gerald W. Laughlin, partner of Mr. Johns, attended the University of Iowa, College of Pharmacy, and 
has over 19 years practical experience in the drug and prescription business. He spent 7 years with Ford- 
Hopkins Drug Co. and 3 with the Walgreen Agency store in Freeport, 111. As did Mr. Johns, Mr. Laughlin 
came to Dixon with the.purchase of Dixon's Walgreen Agency. 


Mr. Johns and Mr. Laughlin operate 1 of 1800 Walgreen Agency Drug Stores located throughout the 
United States. They are justly proud of this affiliation and of offering the people of this community the 
quality products^ the Walgreen Co., known all over the world for their outstanding name in drugs and 
everyday needs. VISIT JOHNS WALGREEN AGENCY DRUG STORE WHEN IN DIXON. 


PAUL O. JOHNS 


Shown above 1* Gerald W. Laughlin filling a doctor's prescrip- 
tion In the Immaculate prescription department of'Johns Drug 
Store. Mr. Laughlin state* that compounding prescriptions I« 
the most important single phase of our business. We, compound 
prescriptions with utmost cars and from the purest • of 
Ingredients. 
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30... City Observes Centennial Year 


Youths Take to Air' 


In Tree-Sitting Fad of '30s 


" - During the colorful era of the 
Ut« 1920s and early 1930s the na- 
»lion became obsessed with num- 
berless marathons and "endur- 
ance" contests, some of which 
•ventually spread to Dixon. 


'" ' One of the most widely publi- 


cized of these during 1930, was the 
aviation "endurance" flight by 
Walter and Albert Hunter, broth- 
ers, who kept their second-hand 
monoplane in the air 553 hours, 
,with various mid-air refuelings, 
until they were forced to the 
ground July 4, where they were be- 
seiged with offers from the movies 
and advertisers of various prod- 
ucts. 


It was probably visions of these 


offers—and the yearning for fame 
—that caused a 10-year-old Ra- 
cine, Wis., boy to embark on an 
"aerial endurance" stunt of his 
own devising, when he climbed 
into a tree in his backyard and 
stayed for 36 hours—to become 
the hero of the neighborhood and 


' winner of some $12 in prizes. 


*Tbe news spread and soon ado- 
lescents all over the nation were 
mounting trees to break his rec- 
ord. 


Dixon's Own "Sitters" 


' On Tuesday, July 15, 1930, The 
Telegraph gave notice to the world 
of Dixon's own "tree sitters": 


, "Casper Blimling, Jr., 14, and 
Billy Stout, 13, are the latest ex- 
ponents of the tree sitting con- 
test. They, took to the trees Mon- 
day morning at 8 and are there 
yet, receiving their meals and ice 
cream, pop, et cetera, from ad 
rniring young friends. 


"A tree sitting contest is the 


'height' of something or other and 
is becoming popular in all the 
tpwns around. It is likely to reap 
» harvest of broken arms or legs 
If the sitters become too tired to 
hang on." 


• 
Give* Dally Report 


! While hundreds of adolescents 
perched in tree-tops all over the 
cpuntry, The Telegraph gave daily 
reports on the Dixon sitters: 
| July 16—"At noon today Dixon's 
tree sitters had passed their 52nd 
HOUT among the leaves and were 
neported to be comfortable and 
happy." 
| July 17—"At 1 o'clock this 
afternoon Dixon's young tree sit- 
tjtrs had completed their T'Jth hour 
among the birds and leaves, and 
•bowed no inclination of coming 
flown. They are perched comfort 
ably in a tree on a vacant lot a 
tjie rear of the Abram Ackert res 
Idence at 1223 Third street." 
; July 18—"Dixon's tree sittinj 
'endurers' are going strong at : 
4'clock this afternoon, when they 
passed their 101st hour In the 


branches, and neither gave any in- 
dication 
of wanting 
to come 


down." 


July 19—"Encouraged by sev- 


eral cash donations dropped into 
the box at the base of the tree, the 
wo boys today at noon showed 
no inclination to come down. They 
have completed 125 hours and have 
>een viewed by hundreds of visl- 
ors from all parts of the city, who 
motored to the site. 


The lads had carefully fixed 


'airly comfortable benches in the 
ree before trying their stunt, and 
hey while away the hours playing 
games, while their needs are sup- 
illed by young 'refueling crews.'" 


Human Endurance Ends 


But human endurance had Its 


imits, and on July 21, The Tele- 
graph announced that: 


Casper Blimling and Billy Stout 


limbed down out of their tree at 
:30 this morning after being in 
he branches over a week—168 
hours and 30 minutes, to be exact. 
They apparently are none the 
worse for their long period of in- 
activity. 


"Simultaneously with their re- 


turn to terra firma, two other 
Dixon lads set out to beat their 
record, Freckles Sollis and Robert 
Fishbach, taking up quarters in a 
arge elm- tree at the Sollis home 
at 8:30 this morning." 


The "Lone Eaglet" 


The next day a third sitter, Jack 


Van Meter, climbed into a tree at 
lis home and announced that he 
would outdo them all, which he did 
by staying 214 hours, returning to 
earth on July 31. 


On July 23, The Telegraph an- 


nounced that a cat had reluctant- 
ly entered the endurance contest 
in North Dixon, by climbing a tree 
to escape an Airedale pup. Canine 
patience, however, was less than 
that of humans, and after a two- 
hour wait the dog walked away 
and the cat came down. 


Edna Nattress Firm 
In Business 21 Years 


The Edna Nattress 'dress shop 


at 124 Galena avenue was first 
opened in Dixon on Nov. 17, 1930 
and has been in business now for 
21 years offering ready-to-wear 
apparel for women. 


The shop's location is advertised 


by the store as "Dixon's Fashion 
Corner." 


The specialty shop deals in well- 


known materials from nationally- 
famous dress and hat designers 
and the store's merchandise also 
Includes 
perfumes, 
accessories, 


hose and lingerie. 
' ' 


Thrills Spectators 


ACE of aerial circus 
daredevils during Dix- 
on airport dedication 
and city centennial In 
•1930 waa Jimmie Doo- 
little, pioneer airman 
and World .War n 
hero general . 


Bronze Tablet Marks Historic Spot 


At the rear of the pedestal of the Lincoln Statue (picture on page 4, section TB) dedicated during Dixon's'cen- 
tennial celebration in 1930 was this bronze plaque showing bust of John Dixon (upper left), founder of the city, 
and his cabin (lower picture), from which he operated a ferry across Rock River. Log structures (upper right) 
are the blockhouse and powderhouse erected and named Ft. Dixon on the north side during the Blackhawk War 
of 1832, where Abraham Lincoln served as captain and private during the war. The two scenes are reproductions 
from paintings by Noah Brooks, who visualized the scenes as described by John Dixon -and others. vAn early 
citizen of Dixon, Brooks was later an intimate of Lincoln . The bronze statue of The Railsplitter at 23, was the 


work of Leonard Crunelle, and was ten feet high on a nine-foot pedestal. 


Illinois Aviators 
Get Reception 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 21, 


1930)—"This is the largest recep- 
tion that we have yet Visited," de- 
clared M. C. Meigs, flight com- 
mander of the Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce second annual state 
tour, as he stepped from the big 
Ford tri-motored Stanolind, flag- 
ship of the fleet, at the Dixon air- 
port yesterday. 


The fleet of 15 planes, ranging 


from small two-seater types to 
the big Sikorsky amphibian be- 
longing to Charles R. Walgreen, 
landed on schedule at 2 p.m., and 
tok off again at 3. 


Several other ships from north- 


ern Illinois flew to Dixon to meet 
the party and there were 25 ships 
on the field at one time. Mayor 
Frank D. Palmer gave a welcome 
address. 
20,000 Attend 
Bridge Opening 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 7, 


1830)—About 20.000 people at- 
tended the informal opening of the 
new 
Peoria 
avenue 
memorial 


bridge last evening. 


The concert by the Dixon Boys' 


band began at- 7:'30 and was thor- 
oughly enjoyed. There was some 
delay in clearing the center of the 
bridge, which was a packed mass 
of humanity from end to end, for 
the fireworks display and dancing 
on both ends of the bridge, which 
was sprinkled with 500 pounds of 
corn meal for the dancers, who re- 
mained until midnight. 


A parade of automobiles and 


foot passengers crossed the bridge, 
marking the close of the program. 


Dedication Cermonies at Lincoln Statue 


Statue of Abraham Lincoln as a soldier of 23 in the Black Hawk war was unveiled 
on last day of Dixon's centennial celebration on September 24, 1930. The 10-foot 
bronze statue was the work of Leonard Crunelle and was on a nine-foot pedestal. George 
C. Dixen (standing on platform near statue) was chairman of the commission which 
worked toward securing the monument for the site of old Fort Dixon on the north side. 


loyd Casket Firm 
Organized in 1930 


The Boyd Casket company, lo- 
ated at 1100 First street, was 
irganized October 10, 1930. 


A. N. Boyd is preisdent of the 


ll-year-old company which 
at 


>resent employs 75 people. 


The casket-making firm 
has 


ust completed a modern metal 
nd finishing room including of- 
ice and show room to make a 
otal floor space of 65,000 feet now 
ccupied by the company. 
At the present time the firm 


manufactures between 7,000 and 
,000 units per year in a modern 
mill room and cabinet room which 
re equipped with the latest type 
machines. 
The company manu- 


actures its units completely from 
he rough lumber and sheet metal 
o the finished product. 


Ten salesmen serve the company 
ver a wide area including llli- 
ois.'lowa, Missouri, Kansas, Wis- 
onsin, Minnesota, 
North 
and 


outh Dakota, Michigan, Ohio and 


Indiana. 


The company is a member of 
lie Casket Manufacturers Associ- 
tlon of America and the Illinois 
lanufacturers asociation. 
Present plans include an expan- 
lon to include all 48 states. 
. F. Shaw Named 


To Hall of Fame 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 22, 


930)—Champaign, 111.—Names of 
wo more editors had been added 
o Illinois' roll call of journalism 
oday as a result of action by the 
{all of Fame committee at the an- 
nual convention of the Illinois 
*ress association here yesterday. 


The new additions to the roll 
all are B. F. Shaw, editor of The 
Dixon Evening1 Telegraph 
from 


851 to 1909, ,and Eugene F. Bald- 
vin, founder of the Peoria Jour- 
nal and later of The Peoria Star. 


Shaw, born in 1831, was editor 


Of The Telegraph in 1851, the year 
t was started, but joined the gold 
rush to Pike's Peak in 1859 and 


year later came back to Lee 


county, where he published The 
Times at Amboy. In 1871 he again 
acquired The Telegraph, which he 
published until his death in 1909 


He covered the famous Lincoln 


debate at Freeport, was a friend 
of Lincoln and was one of the 12 
editors who met in convention 
when the Republican party was 
formed in Illinois. 


Busts of Shaw and Baldwin will 


be unveiled at a later date in the 
state's new Hall of Fame at the 
University of Illinois. 


Modern Shoe Repair 
Is 21 Years Old 


The Modern Shoe Repair Shop 


at 105 Galena avenue has served 
Dixon customers for the past 21 
years, since January 16, 1930. 


Frank Dcutsch Is the owner of 


the shop and specializes In shoe 
repair work of all ,klnds and re 
tails men's and boys' new shoes 


The shop's equipment Includes 


genuine Goodyear machinery. 


Jowman Bros. Shoe 
Store 21 Years Old 


Bowman Brothers shoe store at 


121 First street, is managed by 
Carl Matson who also is a part- 
owner in the company.. The store 
was established here 21 years ago. 


As a retail shoe store, the com- 


pany offers high grade lines of 


men's, 
women's and 
children's 


footwear and hosiery 
including 


such well-known lines as Flor- 
sheim, Foot Saver, Air Step, Red 
Cross and Buster Brown. 


The local store is associated with 


others in Illinois and Iowa towns 
and the headquarters for the com- 
pany is at Monmouth, Illinois. 


Pageant Marks Dedication 
Of Airport, Bridge, Statue 


The city of Dixon celebrated its' 


lOOUi anniversary during Sept. 
21-24. 1930, with the grandest pag- 
eant in ita history, which included 
ceremonies dedicating the city's 
municipal airport, the new $166,- 
000 Peoria avenue memorial con- 
crete bridge and a bronze statue 
of young Abe Lincoln on the site 
of the old blockhouse in North 
Dixon where the Emancipator had 
served as a soldier in the Black- 
hawk war. 


The four days of celebration waa 


a time that Dixon citizens would 
long remember, and one which for 
magnitude probably" will never be 
repeated. 


The ceremonies marking the cul- 


mination of the three projects, 
two of which had been planned or 
projected for more than a decade, 
were happy coincidences which 
went together on the memorable 
occasion to give the town's inhabi- 
tants a city which compared fa- 
vorably with any in the land. The 
period of rejoicing, which also be- 
came a homecoming for former 
citizens all over the nation, was 
ample proof of the love residents 
felt for the thriving community on 
the shores of Rock River. 


Symbolic Significance 


The three accomplishments dedi- 


cated during the Dixon Centennial 
were symbolic of the hundred year 
span of the city's history. The 
statue of the young soldier was 
reminiscent of Dixon's inauspicious 
beginning as a frontier community 
carved out of a wilderness amid 
primitive hardships and the men- 
ace of the Red Man; the bridge 
was the ultimate symbol of suc- 
cessful conquest of a river which 
had been the city's vital artery; 
'and the airport was the promise of 
a new age ahead which would 
revolutionize civilization. 


On Sunday, the first day, 50 air- 


planes took part In a day-long 
series of aerial parades, races, 
"rescues," stunts, bomb dropping, 
gliding, balloon bursting and para- 
chute jumping. There were 78 
planes on the field. 


Starred Jlmmie Doollttle 


Foremost among the entrants 


waa Jimmle Doollttle, who treat- 
ed some 15,000 spectators to a 
thrilling series of dives, zooms, 
dips, rolls, loops, backflying and 
other tricks in his "Mystery" ship, 
which he piloted at 250 miles per 
hour. 


On Monday, day of the airport's 


dedication, the aerial circus was 
continued, and in the afternoon 
Major Reed G. Landls of Chicago 
officiated at the airport's formal 


Dixon 'Cowboys' in Ontario Wilds 


Would-be pioneers had to go far afield to satisfy adventurous spirits by 1930. These 
Dixon men affect "cowboy" garb while on a hunting trip in the Canadian wilds near 
Rolling Portage, Ontario, in that year. The Dixon party, which- bagged four moose, 
two deer and a bear, included (left to right) ^George Crawford, Clayton HoHings- 
head, Dominick Brunett, Harry Tyler and (sitting) Joe Crawford. The Crawfords, 


brothers, were grandsons of Joseph Crawford, one of city's earliest settlers. 


dedication.. At 5:30 p. m., by spe- 
cial arrangement made by Dixon's 
postmaster, John E. Moyer, a spe- 
cial air mail pickup at the airport 
was made. Airplane rides over 
Dixon were offered for "a dollar 
a pound." At 7 p. m., the Dixon 
Military Band staged a concert. 


In the evening, at 7:30, thou- 


sands of people lined the streets to 
see the grand historical parade, 
led by the Dixon band, which be- 
gan on the north side, crossed the 
new bridge, and passed the review- 
Ing stand on Galena avenue. About 
50 floats took part in the parade, 
using the "Dixon history" theme. 
A free dance followed on the new 
Peoria avenue bridge. 


Indians Pitch Camp 


During the celebration a group 


of 50 Winnebago Indians set up a 
village on the Dixon high school 
athletic field, where they per- 
formed tribal songs and dances. 
The Indiana were de&cendants of 
the former tribe that inhabited the 
Rock River valley before the ar- 
rival of the white man. 


The next day, Tuesday, began 


with a concert by the Sterling 
Military band and a horseshoe 
pitching contest 
(open to the 


world), both at Ottawa and First, 
followed by more concerts and a 
baseball game at 1 p. m. A fron- 
tier costume parade of a thousand 
school children was held at 1:30, 
which began in south' Dixon and 
ended at the north Dixon athletic 
field. 


At 2:30 p. m.. the $166,000 Pe- 
'ia avenue memorial bridge was 


dedicated in ceremonies at the 
north end. The bridge, built of 
concrete by Widel company of 


a 40-foot 
sidewalks, 


ornamental railing and ten lamp 
posts on either side. 


City, County Join 


It had been built by joint action 


of the city of Dixon and Lee coun- 
ty, the city issuing $100,000 in 
bonds to pay for its share and the 
county taking its share from 
funds already in the treasury. 


The opening address was made 


by Mayor Frank D. Palmer and 
an invocation by 'Rev. J. Frank 
Young, followed by introductions 
of the bridge builders and local 
business men and short talks by 
Howard F. Gillette, national Boy 
Scout official, and Roy Farrand, 
president of St. John's Military 
academy. 


Frank E. 


Mankato, Minn., had 
roadway and six-foot 


Stevens, 
Sycamore 


editor and famed historian of Lee 
county gave a historical sketch of 
Dixon and former Gov. Frank O. 
Lowden made the dedicatory ad- 
dress, after which the memorial 
tablet was unveiled. 


The bridge dedication program 


was followed by band concerts and 
hog and chicken calling contests, 
and a free dance was held at 9 
p. m. on the new bridge. 
' 
Final Day's Ceremonies 


Wednesday, the final day of the 


ceremonies, began with a concert 
by the Rawleigh band of Freeport 
and an old-time fiddlers' contest 
on the courthouse square In the 
morning and a baseball game and 
more concerts in the afternoon. 


At 2:30 p. m. a dedication pa- 


rade of the student body of Lee 
county marched from the court- 
house to the site of the dedication 
of the Lincoln statue on the north 
side. 


The bronze statue, which was 


ten feet high and atop a 'nine-foot 
Georgia granite pedestal, showed 
Sculptor Leonard Crunelle's con- 
ception of Lincoln at the age of 23 
as a private and captain in the 
Blackhawk War in 1832. 


Bronze Tablet 


On the rear of the pedestal was 


a bronze tablet' bearing a bust of 
John Dixon, founder of the city, 
and showing reproductions copied 
from paintings of the old Ft. 
Dixon blockhouse erected during 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. K) 


Peoria Avenue Bridge 


Peoria Avenue Memorial bridge, dedicated during Dixon centennial celebration in 1930 at a.cost of $166,000, 
had long been the ambition of townspeople, and gave the city its first modern span across Rock River. Dedi- 
cated to sS^ and sailors who servldin World War I, the bridge was erected jointly by Dixon and Lee County. 
Constructed of concrete, it had a.40-foot roadway and sidewalks, street lamps and ornamental railing on each side. 
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1931... Thousands Thrilled by Air Races 


% 
'•' 
Riders Pay 'Cent a Pound' 
For Birdseye View of City 


Mayor, 1931-34 


— 
™ 


Dixon citizens, depression-weary and none-too-happy 


about the nation's economic situation and unemployment in 
1931, had very little to cheer them. In mid-September, how- 
'ever, the city's second annual air races and aviation meet 
found thousands of people literally "looking up" and finding 
that the sky was filled with excitement. The two-day event 
took their minds off their worries—for a time. 


More than 15,000 persons saw 


the races at the municipal air- 
port. The events included para- 
chute jumps, glider towing, bomb 
throwing, balloon bursting, forma- 
tion flying, races and acrobatic 
competition. 


The two-day program was pre- 


sented by the National Aeronatical 
association, 
sponsors 
of 
the 


National 
Air 
Races, 
Dement 


Schuler was "general chairman of 
the program. 


One Cent Per Found 


On Sunday, the second day of 


the program, Dixon citizens were 
taken for rides over the city in 
email ships and were charged one 
cent per 
pound of their own 


weight 


Many notable fliers and pilots 


participated in the races and the 
Trein Jewelry store gave a trophy 
for the winner of the sportsman- 
ship race. 


Only one mishap marred the two 


days of entertainment. On Sun- 
day afternoon, a garage mechanic 
and student pilot from Argo, 111. 
riding as a passenger in a forward 
cockpit, was injured in a crash 
landing. 
Several days later he 


died of the injuries. 


Among those who served on 


committees assuring the success 
of the big meet, were: Directors— 
F. X. Newcomer, Dement Schuler, 
Robert W. Sterling, Robert E. 
Shaw, Dr. Z. W. Moss, Mayor 
George C. Dixon, Edward Jones. 
Chief /scorer—George B. Shaw. 
Chief timers—Oliver M. Rogers, 
Dr. L. R. Evans, I. B. Potter, 
George Nettz. Judges—Frederick 
W. Johnston. Floyd Chapman. C. 
Vickery, Reinhart Schnell, Phil 
Adler, 
Julian 
Mack, 
Charles 


Miller. 
Chester Barriage 
was 


chairman of the announcing sys- 
tem and Elmer Cripc was in 
charge of field control. Sherwood 
Dixon was in charge of the guard 
details. 


GEORGE C, DIXON 


Dixon's mayor from 1931-34 and 


one of her present distinguished 
citizens is Judge George C. Dixon, 
great grandson of the city's 
founder. 
^ 


Judge Dixon was born at Dixon 


in 1881 and wag admitted to the 
bar in 1906. He was a representa- 
tive of the Illinois general assem- 
bly from 1929-31. 


Elected as Dixon mayor April 


21, 1931, he resigned Nov. 26, 
1934, upon his election to the 
state senate. 


Judge Dixon served as a" state 


senator until July 1, 1941, when 
he became judge of the circuit 
court of the 15th judicial district, 
in which position he has served 
up to the present. 


After serving ten years, Judge 


Dixon has announced his retire- 
ment, to be effective upon the 
election of a successor this year. 


Twentieth Century 
-- 


Club Organized in 1931 


The Twentieth Century Literary 


club was organized in Dixon on 
Feb. 19,1931, when 15 young wom- 
en signed the constitution. The 
club, since the beginning, has fol- 
lowed a planned study program 
which includes presentations by 
club members and occasional guest 
speakers. Subjects include art, 
travel, music, education and cur- 
rent topics. 


The club's first president in 1931 


was Mrs. David Leer and _Mrs. 
August Wlmpleberg served as the 
first vice president. The club 
meets in the evening in the home 
of members twice a month from 
September through May. 


It has been a custom of the 


group to have an annual guest 
night, usually in the fall or early 
winter, at which time a special 
program is prepared and a guest 
speaker invited to address the 
club". Such events have resulted in 
a wide variety of topics and inter- 
esting speakers. 


The highlight of the club's social 


year is the February banquet 
usually held around the time of 
Washington's and Lincoln's birth- 
days. At this event, husbands of 
the members are special guests. 
This year's event was held in the 
Loveland Community House and 
L. W. Miller, who had been the 
speaker for the first Anniversary 
banquet, talked on the subject: 


"Encouraging the Youth of To 
day." 


Three charter members are still 


active in the club. They^are Mrs. 
Dorance Thompson, Mrs. August 
Wimpleberg and Mrs. David Leer. 


In addition to its socia^ and edu- 


cational activities, the club partici- 
pates in all fund-raising drives and 
contributes to local organizations. 


The 1951 officers of the club 


are: 


Mrs. David Crawford, president; 


Mrs. Fernando Coakley, vice pres- 
ident; Mrs. Crawford Thomas, 
secretary; Mrs. Herbert Hoon, 
treasurer; Mrs. Russell Byers, ser- 
geant-at-arms; Mrs. David Leer, 
press correspondent; and Mrs. Abe 
Osborn, benevolent chairman. 


GUESTS OF CHICAGO CUBS 
Members of the Dixon Ameri- 


can Legion Junior baseball team 
were guests of the Chicago' Cubs 
at a game played with Cincinnati 
in Chicago, on August 3, 1931. 


A WHOPPER! 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 10, 


1931)—A prize watermelon weigh 
ing 84 pounds has been taken from 
the 10-acre field of Wallace Sey- 
bert, south of Dixon, on the pump 
factory road. 


Elks Sponsor Plan 
< 


To Finish Auditorium 


(Evening Telegraph, March 12, 


1931)—A committee composed of 
A. B. Whitcombe, William Nixon, 
LouLs Pitcher, George B. Shaw, 
William L. Leech, James R. Palmer 
and J. Barry Lennon, was appoint- 
ed last evening by Lester Street, 
Exalted Ruler-elect of Dixon lodge 
of Elks, to confer with the Board 
of Education and evolve a plan for 
the completion of the auditorium 
at the new high school building. 


It was stated that the original 


plans for the building provided an 
approximate expenditure of be- 
tween $67,000 and $68,000 for the 
completion of the auditorium. 


Dixon Travel Club 
Organized in 1931 


The Dixon Travel Club was or- 


ganized in the fall of 1931 by the 
Parkhill Tour company of Cham- 
paign, HI. About 12 women who 
had taken Parkhill tours were the 
original members and their pur- 
pose was to keep in touch with 
travel companions and to hear the 
experiences of others. 
' 


Meetings are held in the homes 


of ,the members except" at times 
when guests are invited and addi- 
tional space is needed. At those 
times, the meetings are held In 
the Loveland Community House. 


At first, representatives 
from 


Parkhill attended the meetings'to 
show films and describe tours 


The original group consisted 


chiefly of employes of Illinois 
Northern Utilities, but gradually 
the teachers of Dixon have become 
interested and have joined the 
club. 


Membership Limited to 25 


With the exception of three 


summer months, the club meets 
the third Tuesda^ of each month 
and the membership is limited to 
about 25. 


Although 
contributions are 


given to charity, the club's chief 
activities are social and education- 
al. Some of the highlights of the 
season include the annual picnic 
in September and the Christmas 
party. 


Present officers of the club are 


Elizabeth Stuck, president; Leva 
Missman, vice-president; Sue Han- 
son, treasurer; and Nelda Knelson, 
secretary. 
Two of the present 


members are charter members. 


Football Eleven 
Wins Championship 


By defeating Rochellc, 33 to 0, 


the Dixon high school football 
team, coached by C. B. Lindell, 
won the North Central conference 
championship on Nov. 14, 1931. 


Those playing in the Dixon line- 


up included: Strong, Wolf, Crab- 
tree, F. Kennedy, Bates, Lardell, 
Lambert, Fordham, McRcynolds, 
Lightner, Daniels, Ogan, J. Kline, 
Ruppert, Potts, Brown, Mitchell 
and Tally. 


On Thanksgiving day, the team 


ended the season by defeating 
Sterling 19 to 0. 


BASEBALL CHAMPIONS 


(Evening Telegraph, July 8, 


1931)—The Dixon Junior Legion 
baseball team captured the cham- 
pionship honor of the Thirteenth 
district yesterday afternoon in a 
hard fought game with Hanover, 
played at Savamna, by a score of 
7 to 4. 


"RED" IN PERSON 


On January 2 and 3,1931, "Red" 


Grange, famous football star of 
the University of Illinois, appeared 
in a stage show at the Dixon thea- 
tre along with a company of 20 
people. The 
entertainment in- 


cluded songs, dances "and novel- 
,ties." 


E. N. Howell Memorial 


The Dixon park board's memorial to the late E. N. Howell, former president of 


the board and for many yean the leader in the beautification of Dixon's river banks 
and parks, was completed and dedicated Sept 27, 1931. 
The memorial, located in 


Howell park on East Boyd street, is on a promontory of the bank from which there is 
* beautiful view of the river. The tablet in the stone recount* the service Mr. Howell 
' 
gave to the city of Dixon, 


HOSPITAL SUPERINTENDENT 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept.' 10, 


1931)—MiM Ada D«ck«r has been 
appointed by th« Hospital Board aa 
the superintendent of the Kathe 
rino Shaw B*th«a hospital. She is 
a graduate of Weiley Memorial 
hospital. 


Arnould Insurance 
Firm Started in'31 


This year, 1951, marks the 20th 


aniversary of the Rae A. Amould 
Insurance agency 
at 106 East 


First street. 


The agency deals in insurance, 


bonds and stock company Insur- 
ance and is now managed by 
Richard E. Arnould. 


Sergeant York 
Addresses Teachers 


Sergeant Alvin C. York, famous 


hero of World War I, was the 
speaker at the meeting of the 
Rock River Division of the Illinois 
State Teachers association here on 
Oct 16, 1931. 


From his own experiences in 


learning the value of education, 
York told 'the teachers here how 
he started the Alvin C. York Agri- 
cultural Institute in 1919, in an 
effort to give rural youths in Ten- 
nessee better opportunities. 


York also recounted some of his 


war experiences and told his audi- 
ence how his lack of education had 
embarrassed him when he had been 
asked to talk to American soldiers 


SCRAMBLED EGGS 


(Evening Telegraph, June 6, 


1931)—A truck, laden with SO 
cases of eggs, upset at the corner 
east of Franklin Grove this morn- 
ing, about two-thirds of the cargo, 
approximately 1.800 dozen of eggs, 
being scrambled. 
< 


University Honors 
Evening Telegraph 


On October 15, 1931, The Dixon 


Evening Telegraph was awarded 
first place in a contest for all- 
around excellence sponsored an- 
nually by the Illinois Press Asso- 
ciation at the University of Illi- 
nois school of journalism. 
The 


award was for newspapers in 
cities of under 10,000 population. 


State Game Preserve 
Is Established Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 10, 


1931)—The Dixon state hospital 
officially became, a state game 
preserve today when more than a 
hundred English ring neck pheas- 
ants were placed in pens as the 
foundation of a state game hatch- 
ery. 


Ed I. Lundborg, field represen- 


tative of the Illinois Department 
of 
Conservation, delivered 
the 


birds to the state institution this 
morning. 


State Conservation 
Inspector 


Henry Kiester, President Louis 
Knicl of the Dixon chapter of the 
Izaak Walton League and Presi- 


SAFETY TROPHY DEDICATED 


(Evening Telegraph, June J, 


1931)—The dedication of the safe- 
ty trophy at the new Medusa Far( 
yesterday afternoon, marked « 
chapter in the history of the local 
cement industry and was attended 
by a large gathering of notables of 
the company and many Dixon citi- 
zens. 


dent John E. Moyer of the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce were prea» 
ent with the officers of the state 
institution when the birds were 
delivered. 
. 


The first consignment marked 


the establishment of the preserve 
which is to become one of the 
largest In the state, it is under* 
stood. 


first in 
fashion 


For the past decade Dixon women 


have found Mildred Ryan first in fash- 


ion, first in the minds of those who know 


* smart distinctive apparel. The Dixon 
woman, always' style-conscious and quality 


minded, has never failed to discover here her 


choice of latest, up-to-the minute fashions. 


May we say it's been a great pleasure to serve you? 


The rich friendships ive have made are indeed 


a wonderful incentive to continue our*policy of 


presenting the modish attire you tvant, ivhatever the 


occasion* 


* 
* 


the mildred ryan shoppe 
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PeoriaAve, 


I MAO mi I CM help myself to 


85 different Dairy Treats! 


Choose cheese from your favorite 


varieties", pre-cut, cello-sealed for self- 


service: Buy a 2-ounce wedge or a 


2-pound loaf.. Kroger has all kinds 


and sizes. In fact, there're 85 different 


dairy foods . . golden butter and 


margarines..'graded eggs, rich cream 


and sweet milk. Everything's spring- 


house cool in refrigerated cases— 


ready without waiting. Everything's 


farm-fresh, and priced to save. 


. 
« y f •}!*: 


pT< 
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KROGER GROW 


Serve Summer When It's Winter Outside! 


Feast on > red-ripe strawberries, luscious golden peaches, fresh green 


peas—without work, without, waste. Just serve yourself to your favorite 


fresh-frozen -vegetables and ripe fruits. Rich, smooth ice creams, too. 


Economical because there's no waste. Economical because Kroger 


prices are low on top-quality brands of frozen foods. Save time 
. . save work . . save money. 


Stop Me Krtger Self-Service 
Way mil live tettw fa less 


$t«flTM£i«7 S-TtlRJ? 
I 
-t-O-W Pf^fCES gV€RY D«Y 
LIVE BETTER 


The above photograph shows the new and ultra modern Kroger Supermarket $> 
opened in the summer of 1948, located at 113-115 S. Peoria Avenue. Insert is Mr. 
Robert Saffron, manager, who has been a Kroger employee since 1937, having 


SIXTY 


YEAR 
PROG 


i 
i 


Shown below is one of 
by the late B. H. Kroger, i; 
pony in 1884. The tyse 
ly after entering the grc 
ti, Ohio. Below is a mo 
per-Market—a complete 
store. Today, there are! 
midwestern and souther 
Kroger Company is fyse; 


TRANSPORTATION 


THROUGH THE YEARS 


Kroger has always stressed the importance of 
speed in getting merchandise to its customers. 
Back when Kroger was a single store on Pearl 
street in Cincinanti, Ohio, a horse and wagon 
(upper left) was the best available transportation. 
Later Kroger adopted the Model T Ford, (upper 
right). When tractor-trailer units were introduced; 
(lower left), Kroger was one of the first to use them. 
Kroger has often used airplanes for shipments of 
highly perishable merchandise (lower right). To- 
day, almost all of the food company'* merchandise 
is hauled in the latest type tractor-trailer units 
shown in the center. 
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patented as a clerk. Mr. Saffron has managed two Kroger stores in Illinois and was 


promoted to manager in 1941. Assisting him in the operation of the Dixon store is a 
•ta£ oi 15 persons. Herbert Mattern is manager of the-. Meat Department 


SEVEN 


OF 


RESS 


» earliest stores opened 
ader of the Kroger Com- 
iho^rs Mr. Kroger short- 
ry business in Cincinna- 


* 


i of a modem Kroger Su- 


i_ 


departmentalized food 


30 Kroger stores in 19 
states. President of the 
B.£all(atleft}. 


AT THE 


KROGER FOOD FOUNDATION 


Food* purchased for Kroger stores are given exhaustive 
tests at the Kroger Food Foundation in Cincinnati Ohio. 
Products of the Kroger factories are also under the constant 
check of trained chemists. 


George Gamatz, upper left, is the Food Foundation director. 
Other illustrations show tests being made on cereals* 
canned fruits and vegetables, and bread. 
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At Your Modern 
New Kroger Store 


113-115 S. Peoria Ave. 
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'freak fatte and vegetables. They'ft. *c tMMdii'f ftnctc . . . 


nnhed t* Kr«g*r frwn At Mtim's fl««*t farms and fard«M 
.., Iwjpt at the peak «f fmhmii *»^ !Uv«f en mo4«ra r«lf%- 


eralc4 radw. And beat of a-M, y«u*ll ftud Krogtr'i fine f r»ik and 


V.^^A^L|^^ ^^Afl|^__, ^A «^^A ^ABBAA^ AA&A^tt Ul WAAJtB I IMfl^ flMA 
V^<^WW^W VWVTCOT^ W. OTlre ^VTT*W% ^IrV^^PV FTt ^WW1« f ^^Wl CTW 


k 


>f 
_1 
fl 
V^kflkV K^aA^^k* MAJt^^^Btl 
VWI AlWVHr ••IrWII'f 


For Your Convenience 
...SELF-SERVICE! 


and vegetable* every time! 


Serve Yovfieif without watting! You'll find red-ripe 


applet, big firm potatoes, snappy beam, golden orangee 


and a host of other fine produce items prepacked for 


eaeier shopping. There's a wide variety of weights and 


•ice* ... you just select a package containing the amount 


that fits your need and pocketbook! It's the easiest... 


fasreet... most economical way to shop for finer fruitt 


rage 10-Sec.K 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
'ft 
1851—DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH—1951 
ft 
ft 
iir 
ft 
Centennial Edition 


1932... City Wages War on 'Hard Times' 
People Act to Create Jobs, 
Aid Canning, Soup Kitchen 


The economic pinch which followed the crash of 1929 


reached its darkest days during 1932, and the citizens of 
Dixon launched forth a series of positive campaigns to com- 
bat the ravages of unemployment and near starvation that 
stalked the community. 
The great depression left its mark on Dixon just as it 


did on every other community in the nation, but local citi- 
zens—those with, and those with- 
out jobs—joined hands in several 
organized efforts to stave off ob- 
literation during the grim advance 
of economic chaos in 1932. 


On Monday, March 
14, 
The 


Telegraph announced that work- 
ers would make a door-to-door 
canvass of every house in town in 
a drive on unemployment. The 
workers would urge residents to 
spend money in improving and 
repairing homes, factories, store 
buildings and grounds; and urge 


—those with money to 
exercise 


their purchasing power by buying 
the things they needed. 
"These 


things," said the newspaper, "will 
end idle dollars, fear, perverted 
thrift and hoarding, and help in 
I return to prosperity." 


Pledge $137,579 


The drive, which began March 


17, was sponsored by the local 
American Legion post, through its 
committee on unemployment, and 
lasted for several days, during 
which individual citizens pledged 
to spend $127,579 before June 1. 
The Telegraph pronounce^ 
the 


unemployment drive a "success." 


On April 21, The Telegraph an- 


nounced that the Dixon Welfare 
Association, which had helped 150 
families through the winter of 
1930-31 by solicitations for relief 
funds for 
groceries, 
coal 
and 


other necessities, now had 350 
destitute families on its hands. 


The association sought to col- 


lect $10,000 to relieve the 350 
families. By May 18, the news- 
paper announced that a total of 
$6,489 had been pledged or col- 
lected. 


People were urged to plant veg- 


etable gardens and front-page re- 
quests for seed donations were 
published. 


•Tantry of Plenty" 


One of the high points of ef- 


forts to ward off starvation dur- 
ing 1932 was announced on July 
' 19, when The Telegraph said that 


the "Paul Rader Pantry of Plenty 
System" had been launched in 
Dixon. It was an opportunity 
whereby Dixonites were supplied 


with food and at the same time 
helped feed starving thousands in 
Chicago. 


The Rader Pantry, which was 


located at Assembly Park, was 
the work of Paul Rader, a Chi- 
cago evangelist, and its functions 
were that of canning huge quanti- 
ties of foods to distribute to the 
unfortunate. 


Backed by 19 Dixon churches 


and patriotic organizations, the 
Rader Pantry in Dixon was the 
second such undertaking, the first 
having been started in Chicago. 
Canning and food experts, equip- 
ped with ten large steam pressure 
cookers and cans, received dona- 
tions of fruits, meats and vege- 
tables for canning, and volunteers 
prepared the foodstuffs. 
Trucks 


were furnished to collect the do- 
nated foods and 
local business 


men donated various services and 
supplies to the campaign. 


Quota 10,000 Cans 


The quota for Lee county at 


the beginning of the campaign 
\vas set at 10,000 cans for the 
cdnning 
season, which 
lasted 


about eight weeks during the pro- 
duce season. 
! 


Lee county producers gave the 


campaign an overwhelming re- 
sponse, and the quota was ex- 
ceeded whon the canning season 
closed on September 8, with a to- 
tal of 11,782 cans. Of these, half 
cookers and cans, received dona- 
were retained for the poor of Lee 
county and the other half were 
taken to Chicago for distribution 
to the needy of Cook county. 


Despite the hardships of the 


year, local citizens found a note 
of humor in this Telegraph item 
on August 20, at the height of 
the Rader Pantry of Plenty cam- 
paign: 


Koohtcr Does 1'art 


And now the rooster will do his 


bit for the unemployed and needy. 
The week of August 22 has been 
designated as 'Rooster Week' in 
Lee county, and during this period 
the farmers will be asked to do- 
(Contlnued on page 15, Sec. K) 


Sunday Proves 
He's Still Champ 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 18, 


1932)—With the seme agility and 
physical forcefulness 
which has 


made him a world famous evan- 
gelist, William "Billy" Sunday, 
smilingly faced a crowd estimated 
at 10,000 people at the Assembly 
park auditorium last evening, re- 
moved his coat, tie and collar and 
launched into one of his typical 
sermons. 


If the famous evangelist is ag- 


ing it was not apparent to the 
throng who waited through the 
sultry evening to enthusiastically 
welcome his return to JDixon. Not 
a vacant seat could be found in 
the huge assembly; the doorways 
were jammed and many lined up 
along the front of 
the stage, 


while others crowded backstage. 


Among his Sunday-isms were: 
"I'm bone dry but I'm going to 


vote for Hoover." 


"This depression is a dormant 


condition of mind." 


"The first person to come back 


in this depression will be the far- 
mer." 


"Destroy the farms in Illinois 


and Iowa and grass will grow in 
the streets of Chicago." 


"Another war such as the World 


War will be the graveyard of 
civilization." 


"The world joins in singing the 


song 'Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Toward Men'." 


He kept in motion from one 


end of the stage to the other, his 
arms never quiet, while at times he 
mounted a chair to drive home 
some thought. 


Tabernacle Built 
By Local Churches 


(Evening Telegraph, March 26, 


1932)—The Grady Cantrell taber- 
nacle on the W. F. Scholl lots on 
West Boyd street was dedicated 
last night with fitting ceremonies. 
W. W. Marshall, chairman of the 
committee, presided and offered 
the prayer of dedication. 


All of the pastors of co-operat- 


ing churches, except two, were 
present and particpated in the 
services. Mayor George C. Dixon 
brought the official greetings from 
the city. 


The choir had about 100 mem- 


bers present. About 30 carpen- 
ters and 150 other men have do- 
nated their services in erecting 
the tabernacle. 


School Students Rule 


Dixon Government for Day 


Dixon high school students took 


over the city on Saturday, May 7, 
1932. 


On this day the city govern- 


ment turned over all its power to 
high school students, who tried 
their abilities in running the city. 


The event was held in conjunc- 


tion with the Northern Illinois 
track and field meet at Dixon 
high school and sectional com- 
mercial contests at the school. 


On the evening of May 6, Mayor 


George C. Dixon swore in the new 
mayor, Jack Habecker, who a 
few weeks before had distinguish- 
ed himself by winning the Silver 
Palm medal, highest honor in Boy 
Scouting. Scout Habecker was the 
only boy in the Black Hawk area 
council to win the award and one 
of the few in the United States. 


Others Sworn In 


Sworn in along with "Mayor" 


Habecker were four city "commis- 
sioners": Robert Sterling, Nelson 
Lambert, Martin Tayman and Da- 
vid Tally. The "mayor" was in- 
troduced and Mayor Dixon hand- 
ed over the gavel to him. The 
city "government" had been elect- 
ed at balloting held previously at 
the high school. 


Other city "officials" installed 


at the meeting were: City clerk, 
Lois Stacy; city treasurer, Mary 
Jane Tippett; city attorney, John 
Dixon; chief 
of 
police, 
James 


Bales; fire chief, Stanley Biggart; 
health officer, Donald Ortgiesen; 
city engineer, Floyd Shore, and 
police magistrate, Orville Dodd. 


Others included: Park board— 


Chairman Lester Pitcher, Robert 
Fulmer, Lawrence Atkinson, Mary 
Jane Preston and Tom Mosher; 
police department—Lawrence Ley- 
dig. Paul Peterson, Tryon JRos- 
brook, Richard 
Newcomb, Paul 


Clouse, 
Harold 
Higley, 
John 


Starks and George Kanupp. 


Other Departments 


Fire department—Don 
White- 


bread, Paul Woll, James 
Wolf, 


Merritt Bellows, John Mitchell 
and John Zmudka; Dixon public 
hospital board—Evelyn Simpson, 
Margaret Rogers, Evelyn Kreim, 
Elizabeth James, Helen Deveney, 
Yvonne Henry, Enid Segner and 
Marianne Duffy; library board— 
Blllie Scott, 
Eleanor Pittman, 


Helen Anderson, Geraldine 
Cur- 


ran, 
Kathleen Nagle, 
Bernice 


Kime, Helen Fmdley and Dorothy 
Ambrose; municipal band 
com- 


mission—Paul Grimes, Grace Ort- 


giesen, Howard Crews and Ray- 
mond Lair. 


Another staff was named to 


edit The Telegraph for the day. 
They were: managing editor, Rae 
King; city editor, Willard Thomp- 


"MAYOR" HABECKER 


son, 
Jr.; 
reporters, 
Howard 


Crews, Tom Mosher, John Mitch- 
ell and Dorothy Wachtel; society, 
Misses Lillian Covert and Mar- 
garet Rogers; proofreaders, Mar- 
guerite Mondlock, 
Tola Ringler 


and Marion Ringler. 


"Eager to Enforce Laws" 


The Telegraph told readers be- 


fore the big day that lawbreakers 
and traffic violators had better 
be careful, for the students had 
been given full authority, and 
would be "very eager" to enforce 
the laws. 


On the following Monday, The 


Telegraph reported that the new 
"city government" had made re- 
ports on all the city departments. 


Among reports were "unsani- 


tary conditions" 
found 
by the 


•health officers," 25 traffic tick- 
ets issued by the "police," along 
with five "arrests" of which four 
victims spent some time behind 
bars, and various suggestions as 
to how the city could be im- 
proved. 


The newspaper 
added that 


"false alarms seems to be the 
main part of the program for the 
'fire department.'" 


Dreams 'Solution' 
To Kidnap Case 


A Dixon man's dream in 1932 


brought reverberations 
of that 


year's famed "Lindbergh Baby" 
kidnaping case to this city. 


The kidnaping, in which the 


baby son of Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh, hero of a non-stop airplane 
flight from New York to -Paris in 
1927, was abducted from the Lind- 
bergh estate on March 1,1932, and 
was missing for several weeks be- 
fore being found slain, brought 
hundreds of well-intentioned sug- 
gestions and solutions concerning 
the crime from persons all over 
the country during the frantic 
search for the missing infant. - 


One resident of Dixon thought 


he had found the answer to the 
babe's whereabouts. The informa- 
tion, he said, had appeared to him 
in a dream. According to The 
Telegraph's story on March 19, of 
the "vision," the man asked the 
Lee county sheriff to convey to 
Col. Lindbergh the following: 


The Lindbergh baby is safe, 


well, and is being cared for by a 
15-year-old girl, who was kid- 
naped 
from Chicago several 


weeks ago. She appeared before 
the dreamer and told 'him that 
she is the acting nurse maid to 
the child. 


The girl had both arms taped 


to her body and adhesive tape 
across her mouth, but one arm 
had been released to permit her 
to care for the baby and the tape 
was removed from her mouth 
to permit her to communicate 
with the dreamer. 


They are both occupants of 


a small tar-paper shack, hidden 
away in a valley not far away 
from Hopewell, N. J. In his 
dream, he is supposed to have 
seen the shack. 


After conveying the dream 


message, the girl's mouth was 
again sealed with adhesive tape 
and she would appear no more, 
it was revealed. 
The Telegraph added that "at 


noon today the sheriff had not 
conveyed the information to the 
New Jersey authorities and the 
dreamer is said to have been urged 
to await probable further dream 
disclosures." 


COUNTY SALARIES CUT 
(Evening Telegraph, June 28, 


1932)—A slash in salaries in the 
various Lee county offices was 
voted yesterday by the board of 
supervisors. The reduction totaled 
approximately $7,000. 


Elks Ladies Auxiliary Aids 
With Lodge's Social Events 


The Elks Ladies Auxiliary was 


founded in 1932 when the late 
Lester C. Street was Exalted 
Ruler. In visiting sister lodges 
throughout the state, he noted 
with interest the important role 
the organized ladies of e lodge 
played in promoting social actifri- 
ties. These groups performed such 
duties as were delegated to them 
by the officers of the lodge and 
thir organization had a tendency 
to maintain* a more stable 
bership in the lodge. 


Mr. Street prevailed upon the 


lodge to adopt the idea and on 
Feb. 8,1932, an organization meet- 
ing of the wives of the members 
was held at the club house. Tenta- 
tive officers selected were Mrs. O. 
L. Gearhart, acting president and 
Mrs. Grover Gehant, acting secre- 
tary. The nominating committee 
consisted of Mrs. W. J. Sullivan, 
Mrs. Dave Marks, and Mrs. Guy 
Merriman. 


On Feb. 19, 1932, the Elks 


Ladies Auxiliary was formally or- 
ganized with the following offi- 
cers: Mrs. Lester C. Street, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Louis Pitcher, vice 
president; Mrs. Wayne Wolfe, sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


The 1950-51 officers are: Mrs." 


Kenneth Flatt, president; 
Mrs. 


Ernest Swan, vice president; Mrs. 
H. F. Walder, secretary treasurer. 


Meetings are held the first Fri- 


day of the month at 2 p.m. at the 
club house and every wife of an 
Elk is a member. The purpose of 
the organization is purely social. 
As an organization, contributions 
are made to worthy causes in the 
community, thus conforming in a 
lesser degree to the pattern of the 
lodge. 


Hal Roberts Firm 
Has Two Buildings 


The Hal Roberts company, beer 


distributors, was established in 
Dixon in 1932. The company now 
occupies two buildings, one at*80 
Galena avenue, a one-story struc- 
ture, and a three-story building 
at 110-114'East River street 


The company is exclusive dis- 


tributors for Schlitz and Old Style 
Lager beer in areas in Lee, Ogle, 
Whiteslde and Carroll 
counties. 


Hal Roberts heads the firm as 
president. 


Dixon Man Cops 
Big Shoot Prize ,., 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 27^ 


1932)—Arthur E. 
Sheffield 
of 


Dixon, a railway postal clerk who 
became disgusted with trapshoot- 
ing and quit the sport 11 years, 
yesterday won the richest prize 
in the gun 
world—the 
Grand 


American handicap championship 
and its purse of $11,000—in the 
annual tournament at Vandalia, 
Ohio. 


An Associated Press dispatch 


from Vandalia to The Telegraph 
this morning stated that "Shef- 
field's victory was the.most im- 
pressive when weather conditions 
were taken into consideration." 


Standing on the 21-yard line 


and facing a driving rain that at 
times almost obscured sight of 
the targets, the Dixon marksman 
cracked 98 out of 100 targets and 
outclassed a field of 722 m 
%ven from all parts of the Unite 
States, Canada and the 
Canal 


Zone. 
N 


(In the next few 
days 
Th« 


Telegraph ran pictures of the 
happy winner, and "of Sheffield'! 
nretty daughter, Lois, who with 
nis wife, had induced him to enter 
the contest! after he had become 
discouraged at repeated failures). 


Rainbow Inn Popular• 
(Restaurant in Dixon 


Rainbow Inn on Palmyra avenue 


in Dixon operates on the business 
policy of "the most of the best for 
the least." Betty and Carl Peter- 
sen are owners of this popular 
dining place and they employ 24 
(people to provide accomodations 
for a capacity of 225 guests. The 
Rainbow Inn was opened in May,^ 
1932. 
• 


In addition to regular meals for 


transient guests, the inn also spe- 
cializes in serving banquets and 
parties. Organ music 
provides 


pleasant background for dners 
and on Saturdays and special «cca- 
sions, the inn offers dancing 
' Rainbow Inn is a member rf the 
Illinois State Restaurant Asiocia- 
tion, the Illinois State fcstail 
Liquor Dealers Association ant £• 
Associated 
Tavern 
Owners of 


America. 


Here's 
Your RECREATION 


An 
Introduction 
By FRIDAY 


The management, desiring to contact everyone they 


could for their big Centennial edition, and knowing we 
were at the Recreation several times a week detailed 
us to ask Ken Detwctler if he wanted an ad in the big 
edition. We asked Ken and he told us, "Well Friday, 
I've got my double page coming up in a couple of weeks, 
and I don't know what kind of an ad to write. But I'll 
leave it you, if you think I should be in it, go ahead 
and write me up a half page." 


Well, we think Ken should be in it as this edition 


is the biggest thing in the newspaper line, that we know 
of in Illinois, and having it tossed back in our lap like 
that, we had to think up something, and remembering 
that Ken runs a double page every year, picturing his 
different champions, at the Recreation, with a record 
of their accomplishments, we thought it might be a 
good idea to turn the • tables and give Ken a little 
sendoff. 
This is our opinion of Ken and Pearl Det- 


weiler and the Recreation after being associated with 
them as close or closer than most keglers for the last 
ten years. 
We're on our own on this ad and Ken will 


see it for the first time in the Centennial edition, and 
some of the things we mention, Ken would never say 
let alone put in an ad, but we think he has it coming. 


To begin with both Ken and Pearl have ideal per- 


sonalities, which make the Recreation as friendly and 
enjoyable a bowling alley as we've seen. Both make 
friends easily and take pains to keep them. Both arc 
in the top brackets among the local keglers. 


Since taking over the alleys in October, 1941, Ken has 


been consistently in the 180 average group. His highest 
being 188 a few years ago and now around 184. He 
rolls with the Recreation teams in the Major and Mixed 
leagues, and with Hey Bros, in the Commercial, and 
has had a 289 high game and a top series of 688. 


Pearl rolls with the Vogue Shop in the Ladies league, 


which has won the title in that loop three times in the 
last ten years, and also on the Recreation Mixed league 
five. She has been bowling since 1930 and carries around 
166 average with a high game of 246 and a top series 
of 593. Pearl won the Blackhawk City championship 
in 1945-'46 and was runner-up to Phyllis Carson in last 


year's finals. 


Before taking over the Recreation Ken was recog- 


nized as one of Dixon's top golfers, winning the city 
championship 17 times out of 19 years, and the Lincoln 
Highway tourney four times. His best showing in a 
state tournament came at Galesburg when he finished 
fourth. 


With both their parents bowling enthusiasts it isn't 


strange to find their three boys also taking to the al- 
leys, and their pictures are below. 


We've listened to Ken's problems in working out 


His leagues and know that everything he has done has 
been for the betterment of bowling and the local keg- 
lers. True as in any business catering to the public, 
Ken has been unable to please everyone, and a few 
may have been dissatisfied with some changes, but 
all of them have came at the insistence of a majority 
of the bowlers themselves. His interest in bowling is 
reflected in his membership in the Blackhawk Bowling 
Proprietors Association, of which he is president this 
year; the Illinois State Bowling Association and the 
Bowling Proprietors Association of America. 
All of 


these associations are working constantly to improve 
conditions for bowlers, of the entire country. 


Some of the things Ken has initiated at the Recre- 


tion are electric eye foul detector, which saves "bowlers 
the cost of a foul man; the Mixed league which gives 
new keglers a chance to break into league play without 
stepping at once into the faster leagues; the Black 
hawk City championship; a holiday singles tourney to 
take up the slack while the leagues are vacationing, 
numerous prizes for high scores throughout the year, 
including a wrist watch for both the man and woman 
bowler having the high single game for the season, 
and this year has entered a team from the Recreation, 
in the ABC, chosen from the five high average bowlers 
at the Recreation. 
He'also Is largely responsible for 


The Telegraph bowling news, a feature appreciated by 
all local keglers. 


In closing we can only hope that all Dixon keglers 


come to know Ken as well as we do, a fine competitor, 
and a grand guy both on and off the alleys. 


KENME DETWEILKR 


Kennie J« 10 years old and has been bowline for 
four years. Rolls in the Pin Setters league and 
carrie" * **& avera*« for 90 ^mes. His highest 
game was 188 rolled when he was eight years old 


DAVID DETWE1LER 


David is five and Is Just starting at the keglin* 
gam* with a duck pin ball drilled with finger 
holes. 
With this light ball David has hitd 95 
h'gh game, nnd averages around 60. 


EDDDI DVl'WUUER 
, 


Eddie la nine year* old and bM beta bowling rtnce 
he was six, H* aim roll* In tfce Pin Setters lague 
and haa a 129 averaj* for 72 g*m«B. Eddle'fbeat 
performance WM a 212 single when he was *vcn. 
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40 YEARS OF 


BUSINESS 


1911 


20 
YEARS 
IN DIXON 


The J. J. Newberry Co. moved into their present 


location in Dixon in February, 1931 at a time when 


the Newberry company was rapidly expanding. 


* 
In 1950 they purchased the building in which they are 


s- 


located and the adjoining corner building. Extensive 


plans for remodeling and expansion are now underway. 


s 


At the present time there are 15 full and part time em- 


ployees handling 33 merchandise departments in the store. 


•r 


Offering the public a variety of items from candies to paints. 


* 


Each department having a manager or overseer. Department 


i 


managers are Mabel Drew, Pearl Delaughter, Mary Tully, Muriel 


\ 
« 


Hopkins and Pat Kerst. Office manager is Bertha Rinehart and 


Mr. C. W. Rice the Store Manager. 


WE, OF THE J. J. NEWBERRY COMPANY ARE 


An organization of people operating our Retail Stores for the 


national distribution of low-priced goods direct to the public 


throughout the United States. 


» 


A company that has developed from one store started in 


1911 to 483 in operation in 1950; and whose sales have in- 


creased from $32,000 in 1912 to over $145,000,000 in 1950. 


A business that has successfully survived periods of 


prosperity and depression with a record of steadily 


increasing sales. Dividends have been paid on the 


company's outstanding stock during the 27 years 


of incorporated life without interruption, de- 


spite the depression. 


An enterprise made up of people, the future 


success of each of us depending primarily 


on the ability, vision and unselfish team- 


work of each of us doing our particular 


job well. In which by doing so we will 


be able to serve the public and pro- 


mote a higher standard of com- 


munity welfare. 


1951 


JJ NEWBERRY CO. 5HD? OS? STORES 


1EWSP4PERS 
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1933... Civic Works Give Jobs to Many 


Roosevelt's Decree Closes 
Doors of Dixon's Two Bonks 


Important historical events in Dixon in 1933 were re 


flections of the nationwide changes which followed the inaug- 
uration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt on March 4. 


Simultaneously the nation received the news that there 


would be a bank holiday and the word "moratorium" became 
a household expression. 
On the same day that Roosevelt 


took the oath of office, The Telegraph reported: 


"In compliance with the procla- 


mation issued early this morning 
by Governor Henry Horner, the 
City National and Dixon National 
banks closed for the holiday peri- 
od decreed by the state's execu- 
tive." 


Dixon, like other cities through- 


out the country, was "bankless" 
until late in March. On March 20, 
the newspaper reported: 


"The Secretary of the Treasury 


of the United States has author- 
ized the City National bank to 
open for the transaction of busi- 
ness on Tuesday, March 21, under 
the provisions of the recent Act 
of Congress." 


The next day the newspaper re- 


ported that "Dixon is emerging 
from its banking difficulties. After 
the presidential proclamation 
closed all of the banks in the 
nation, a few of the larger banks 
were allowed to reopen first and 
then the Treasury Department im- 
posed certain regulations and re- 
quirements which other banks had 
to meet before they could be re- 
opened without restrictions. 


Walgreen Help* 


"The Dixon National bank was 


fortunate in having as a member 
of its Board of Directors, Charles 
R. Walgreen of Chicago and Dixon 
and Mr. Walgreen has underwrit- 
ten the requirements of the Dixon 
National bank so that as soon as 
local details are completed, a mat- 
ter of only a few days, the Dixon 
National bank will be opened for 
business as usual, without any 
Conservator and without any re- 
•trictions of any kind. 


"We now have one bank, the 


City National, open under the di- 
rection of Clyde Lenox, a Conserv- 
ator, with all old deposits im- 
pounded for the present at least, 
but able to accept new deposits 
which are guaranteed and which 
may be withdrawn without re- 
strictions. 


"Therefore it may be said that 


the financial trend in Dixon is 
definitely in the 
again. The City 


right direction 
National Is al- 


ready giving the city much needed 
service as a depository and the 
public shoudl understand that all 
deposits 
accepted, 
commencing 


with today, are held in trust for 
the depositors and are thoroughly 


protected by the Federal Statute." 


On March 30, The Telegraph 


reported 
that 
Dixon National 


bank had been granted, restriction 
free, the right to reopen on that 
date. 


Citizens Rejoice 
As Plant Reopens 


An announcement of great Im- 


port to Dixon in 1933 waa the 
notice published on April 12, that 
the Dixon Medusa Cement plant 
would reopen on April 17, ending a 
period of inactivity extending over 
a period of more than 18 months. 


The announcement that 
the 


plant would reopen with over 200 
employes returning to work was 
one of the most hopeful reports in 
Dixon at that time. It heralded an 
end to the long depression, the 
months 
of 
unemployment 
for 


many people. 


ERECTS WAREHOUSE 


(Evening Telegraph, April 19, 


1933)—Despite 
the 
depression, 


Walter C. Knack today announced 
his plans for the erection of a 
modern warehouse on First street 
and Madison avenue. Ground was 


the con- 


proceed 


broken yesterday and 
struction 
work 
will 


rapidly. 


River Beautification Project 


Through the efforts of Walter Page, former Dixon man and vice president of the Borden company, Dixon had 
a new park in 1933. Page Drive along the northjaank of Rock river was started in that year when three civil 
works projects were approved for the park and drive. Mayor Dixon and members of the Park Board designated 
the name Page Drive'in honor and recognition of the prominent Page family who were the organizers of the milk 
factory here. Five acres for the park were donated by the Borden company through the activity of Mr. Page. 
More than $10,000 from the Civil Works Administration was appropriated for this valuable improvement to the 


park system. 


Days of Idleness, Nights 
Of Worry End for 136 Men 


The glum days of the depression, the nights of worrying 


and the long endless days of idleness and walking the streets 
in search of work came to an end for over a hundred Dixoa 
men on Monday morning, Nov. 26,1933, when the Civic Works 
program began. 
Credit Association 
Organized in 1933 


The 
Rock 
River 
Production 


Credit Association waa organized 
in Amboy Sept. 25, 1933, by 
group of farmers interested in 
establishing a cooperative money 
lending institution in this vicinty 
which would provide dependable, 
sound, and permanent short-term 
qredit for farmers. 


From a very small beginning the 


association has grown consistently 
until today the capital stock and 
accumulated reserves owned by 
1100 farmer members in Lee and 
Whiteside counties totals 5345,- 
000.00. 
Since organization, 
the 


association has loaned in excess 
of $23,000,000 to the membership. 


Members of the present board of 


directors 
are: J. W. CortrigHt, 


Dixon: Otto Wickness, Rochelle; 
C. Glenn Pfoutz, Ashton; Arthur 
Mills. Morrison, and Everett G. 
Ege, Fulton. Mr. Cortright is now 
serving as chairman of the board 
and Otto Wickness, vice chairman. 


The personnel consists of six 


full time employees and two on a 
part time basis. 
L. J. Miller is 


secretary-treasurer. 


It is the objective of this wholly 


farmer-owned, fanner controlled 
credit cooperative 
to serve the 


specific credit needs of farmers, 
thereby, enabling them to main- 
tain a good standard of living, 
which, in turn; will benefit every- 
body in the entire area served. 


Mayor's Signature Makes 
Dixon "Dripping Wet' Again 


On Friday night, March 31, 1933 


the city council of Dixon wrote 
Into its law books a lengthy addi- 
tion which 
signed at 8:29 


o'clock by Mayor George C. Dixon 
—and 3.2 beer was "just around 
the corner at the nearest tavern.1 


The beer ordinance adopted by 


the council on that date, cleared 
the way for the sale of beer in 
Dixon again after 13 years, al- 
though the actual sale of the hop- 
made beverage and light wines 
didn't become legal until April 
7th. 


After the council ruled on the 


sale of beer here, about 50 applica- 
tions for licenses were expected, 


2 
YEARS 


OF 


SERVICE 


We're sorry to say that we 
haven't been serving the 
people of Dixon 50 ... 25 ... 
or even 5 years. 


But we can say, that the re- 
ception that you, our custo- 
mers, have given us in the 
past two years we have been 
in business, it looks as though 
we're here to stay. 


Our Pfecfg* 


tor ffct future 


To continue driving 
your automobile the 
flnert Mnrlclng poml- 
bte and to make every 
customer * 
SATIS* 
FIED CUSTOMER, 


BURRS' 


CITIES SERVICE 


ROBERTS BURRS 
— ' AMBROSE REUTER 


402 FIRST ST. 
PHONE 2-87S1 


however, on April 3, The Tele- 
graph reported that the expected 
rush for licenses was not develop- 
ing cither in the city or in the 
county. There were early indica- 
tions that wholesalers would be 
willing to post bonds for $200 
permitting the sale of beer, but 
few 
retailers 
indicated 
their 


interest. 


When the council met in session 


to grant licenses on April 4, seven 
wholesalers were given permits 
and 13 retailers were granted the 
right to sell beer^and xvine. The 
Telegraph reported in its next 
issue: "After 7 o'clock .Friday 
morning 
when 
the 
new city 


licenses become effective, Dixon 
will again become dripping wet." 


Chicago Publisher 
Condemns Commies 


(Evening Telegraph, May 31, 


1933)—Bitterly condemning "com- 
munism" in government and insti- 
.ions of learning throughout the 
nation and commending the erec- 
:ions of shrines such as the Lincoln 
statue in Dixon, Colonel Robert R. 
McCormick, publisher of the Chi- 
cago Tribune, addressed a large 
crowd at the annual Memorial 
Day exercises at 
the Lincoln 


statue here Tuesday morning. 


Things Tough All Over 


(Evening Telegraph, May 6, 1933)—The depres- 


sion was making itself felt in circuit court this morning 
in three hearings conducted before Judge Harry Ed- 
wards. In one divorce action, a husband was unable to 
provide alimony because of lack of funds. Another de- 
fendant was before the court for failure to pay two dol- 
lars weekly to his divorced wife for the upkeep of their 
daughter; and he was without employment and could 
not pay. The case was continued until the next month. 


A third couple was in the court, the divorced hus- 


band seeking to have the amount of the weekly allow- 
ance reduced because of present conditions. 


Dixon Guard Unit 
Called during Strike 


(Evening Telegraph, March 24, 


1933)—Company A of the 129th 
Infantry, Illinois National Guard, 
Dixon's company of militia, has 
been ordered out for strike duty 
n the Springfield mine area and 
will leave 
sometime tomorrow 


night by bus for the state capital, 
under the command of Captain 
Sherwood Dixon. 


August Wimpleberg and D. C. 


Austin were 
first 
and second 


lieutenants of the outfit. 


ORCHESTRA'S DEBUT 


(Evening Telegraph. June 19, 


1933)—The first concert of the 
Dixon 
Philharmonic 
orchestra 


jiven at the Assembly Park audi- 
torium Sunday afternoon did not 
draw the patronage the organiza- 
tion merits. Only about 200 peo- 
ple welcomed Dixon's first organi- 
zation of this kind. 


BANK REOPENS 


(Dec. 5, 1933)—The City Na- 


tional bank opened its doors for 
the resumption of unrestricted 
banking business this morning. 
The lobby and desks were soon 
gay with chrysanthemums and 
roses sent in by business houses 
and friends as a congratulatory 
expression. 


"MAYOR" MOLL 


(Evening Telegraph, April 21, 


1933)—High school students this 
morning honored Bradley Moll for 
the office of mayor of the city of 
Dixon for one day. 
Paul Potts, 


Harry Mosher, Bob Eno and Joe 
Beech were elected commissioners. 


LAMP IS NEEDED 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 4. 


1933)—An unemployed fanu'ly is 
in need of a kerosene lamp. Any- 
one desiring to do a real service to 
this family by donating such is 
asked to notify The Telegraph, 


I phone No. 5. 


THE OFFICERS 
AND MEMBERS 


of fie 


* 


Lee County 


Medical Association 


SaJufe the 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


On It's 


100th ANNIVERSARY 


Dixon Organization Set Up 
To Comply With NRA Drive 


City Band Plays 
At World Fair 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 12, 


1933)—Assistant 
Director 
Earl 


Senneff of -the Dixon Civic band 
and some of the musicians return- 
ed home late last night from Chi- 
cago, where the organization play- 
ed a concert last evening at the 
court of the Hall of Science at the 
Century of Progress. 


Director Russell Mason and his 


band were enthusiastically receiv- 
ed by a crowd of more than 25,000 
people who gathered in the spa- 
cious court to hear the special 
evening program which waa. ar- 
ranged for the Illinois Day ob- 
servance. 


The fine program rendered by 


the Dixon band between 9 and 10 
o'clock (DST), was the feature of 
the evening entertainment and the 
soloists with the band were en- 
thusiastically encored, one mem- 
ber responding to four encores. 


The majority of the band mem- 


bership remained in Chicago to at- 
tend the fair today. 


City National Bank 
Organized in 1933 


The City 
National Bank in 


Dixon was organized in December 
of 1933 and now employs a staff 
of 16 persons. 


E. L. Crawford is president of 


the bank which provides services 
in checking' and savings accounts, 
loans and discounts, real estate 
loans, automobile loans, home im- 
provementi and personal loans, 
money orders and travelers' checks. 


The bank is a member of the 


Federal Deposit Insurance Corpor- 
ation, Federal Reserve System, 
American Bankers and 
Illinois 


Bankers' associations. 


The present banking institu- 


tion succeeded the National Bank 
of Dixon in 1933. The previous or- 
ganization had been founded in 
1855. 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 4, 


1933)—With 121 Dixon employers 
enrolled in the NRA campaign up 
to noon today, the Dixon organiza- 
tion to direct the' drive, was made 
permanent at a meeting at the 
Chamber of Commerce last eve- 
ning by the election of Postmaster 
John E. Moyer as chairman ,and 
Mrs. Florence Plumer White, vice 
chairman. Today it was directing 
the campaign toward a 100 per 
cent cooperation in this city while 
awaiting 
detailed 
information 


from Washington. ' 


On receipt of this information. 


Chairman Moyer will again call 
the committee together, and in 
the 
meantime 
the 
committee 


chairmen named last evening will 
select members of their commit- 
tees and subcommittees. 


These chairmen are: Profession- 


al men, Dr. Z. W. Moss; manu- 
facturing and transportation, 
J. 


Frank Bennett: retailers, Charles 
E. Miller; manpower, Commission- 
er Cal G. Tyler; publfcity, George 
B. Shaw; speakers, B. J. Prazer; 
educational, A. H. Lancaster. 


Certification of the organization 


of the local committee has been 
forwarded to the NRA headquar- 
ters at Washington, with a request 
for complete, instructions. 


SOS! 


Speaking at a Republic- 


an meeting in DeKalb on 
Nov. 22, 1933, C. Wayland 
Brooks of Chicago, and for- 
mer Dixon man, injected a 
humorous note into the 
proceedings 
when 
refer- 


ring to the nation's many 
alphabetized organizations. 


"After the NRA, CWA, 


CCC, etc.," he said, "we 
should adopt the slogan: 
SOS, PDQ, GOP!" 


Since 1900 


Offering the People of Dixon and 


Vicinity the Finest in Paints, 


Varnishes and Wallpaper 


We wish at this tinie to thank our many 
customers who have traded with us in 
the past 51 years. Our thoughts for the 
future are to serve you with highest 


' quality merchandise and our same friendly, 


service. 


Piatt and Lambert Paint and VainisE 


Thomas Stiahan Wallpaper 


JENSEN PAINT CO. 


PAINTERS and DECORATORS 


PAINTS and WALLPAPER 


y. V. CHRISTENSEN 


SOg First Street 


OLGAJENSEX 


Phone 2*9441 


On that morning 136 men went 


to work on several state highway 
department 
improvement 
pro- 


jects. 
The Telegraph 
reported 


that the men, "heads of (families 
who are on the relief rolls, many of 
whom have been unemployed for 
months, smilingly and willingly 
went to work this morning." 


Crews Divided 


The crews were divided ar--| 


trays 
taken in trucks to state highway!! 
No. 6, No. 2, No. 26 and No. 89 
where they began improvement 
work which consisted chiefly of 
minor grading projects, removal 
of brush, trees and stumps. 
For 


many it was the first employment 
they had had in many months and 
there was a general feeling of 
happiness among the workers who 
were the first to be selected to 
report for duty. 
£, 


A dozen 
experienced trades^ 


men and four common laborers 
began work at the state hospital 
under the direction of the manag- 
ing officer, Wr. Warren G. Mur- 
ray. 


For the first few 
days the 


groups worked a seven-hour day 
to permit the men Who had been 
unemployed for months to become 
familiar with the work and to 
become accustomed to the outh 
door labor. 


Work at Oakwood 


In addition to the first men to 


return to work, plans were made 
immediately for other civic pro- 
jects to employ still more of the 
jobless. Commissioner A. C. Moel- 
ler of the department of Public 
Property went to work at once 
to outline projects for the im- 
provement of 
Oakwood 
ceme- 


tery. 
$ 


Commissioner John H. Loftus of 


the department of Streets and 
Alleys, announced a much heavier 
program with two gangs of men 
to remove the old street 
car 


tracks in Dixon. About 35 men 
began work on this project un- 
der the supervision of Superin- 
tendent of Streets Ura Kime. An- 
other gang of workmen 
began 


tearing up the brick pavement ivv 
several alleys in the downtow*}' 
district. 


The success, of the program in 


Dixon and Lee county was due to 
the activity of Supervisor D. H. 
Spencer, chairman of the county 
committee; Louis Pitcher, presi- 
dent of the Park Board; Commis- 
sioner John Loftus of the Street 
Department and City 
Engineer 


Thomas Clayton. 


General Registration 


Dixon leaders, including Mayo:f 


George C. Dixon, attended a meet- 
ing in Chicago at which federal 
working instructions were issued. 
They were notified that a gen- 
eral registration 
of all 
unem- 


ployed would be conducted in Lee 
county under the supervision of 
a federal agent assigned to Dixon 
:o care for this work. 


Ex-soldiers were given prefer- 


•nce on the second allotment of 
50 per cent of the county's un-J 
employed. 


Work was also 
outlined 
at 


once for improvement of roads 
and fences at Lowell park. 


On Nov. 26, The Telegraph re- 


ported that^supplies of shovels, 
sicks and axes were practically 
exhausted in the local hardware 
stores as the federal work relief 
program got under way. ^Some 
equipment had-to be borrowed to 
;et the work started at once. IV 
Men who began work on Nov. 


26th received an average pay of 
S5 a day or $25 a week, with the 
minimum hourlj[ wage rate being 
50 cents for unskilled labor and 
51.20 for skilled workmen. 
Reynolds Field 
Given to City 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 23," 


1933)—Mayor George C. Dixon to- 
day made the following announce- 
ment 6? a great Christmas present 
'or the City of Dixon, which is self- 
explanatory: 


"Reynolds Athletic Field today 


comes to the city of Dixon as a 
jerpetual memorial to Horace G. 
Reynolds, founder of the Reynolds 
Wire company. This property is 
given to Dixon by the generosity | 
of Lucille Reynolds Ralston and • 
Tohn G. Ralston of Dixon, and 
Pauline Reynolds Whithorne of 
New York." 


The field, including 24 lots, 


covers an area 660 feet long and 
340 feet wide at Sheridan avenue 
and Second street which the do-' 
nors agreed to purchase and give 
to the city for a municipal baseball 
and football field. 


The city was allotted $11,105.SH'| 


by the federal authorities for labor 
and estimated cost of the bleacher* 
and other improvements. 


NRA BANNERS APPEAR 
(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 1. 


1933)—National 
Industrial 
Re- 


covery 
Administration 
(NRA) 


member banners 
and 
stickers 


jcgan to make their appearance 
n Dixon stores today—the day 
the voluntary cooperation canvf 


IRTI asked 
for 
by 
President 


Roosevelt became effective. 
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The motto of a business may be a high sound- 
ing, but empty slogan, or it may be lived up to 
in every respect. "To supply the finest of 
paints, wallpaper and glass to our commun- 
ity" is a reality with Vandenberg's. During 
our twelve years in business we have tried— 
not every now and then, but each day~to pro- 
vide you with very best service and products. 
Our belief that a businessman has an obliga- 
f:on to the Dublic is evidenced in other ways. 
Two months ago we completely remodeled 
our store. The photos above show our paint 
and wallpaper departments, the most mod- 


ern in this area. This renovating was done 
not just because it is good merchandising pro- 
cedure. It was done to further strengthen our 
policy of providing you with greatest ease and 
pleasure in shopping. 
We sincerely hope that daily we repay you for 
, 
\ 
"our patronage-doing the things that make 
Dixon a pleasant place to live; adding our 
nart to the progress of a wonderful city. We 
bok forward to the challenge of a growing 
Dixon and to the challenge of bettering our 
abilities so we may serve you even more fully 
in the future. 


We Pride Ourselves on Our Paints: 


BENJAMIN MOORE 


JEWEL COLOREER SYSTEM 


DUTCH BOY 


VALSPAR VARNISHES 


And Also on Our Wallpapers: 


JAMES DAVIS COLLECTION 
PARK AVENUE 
BIRGE 


UNITED 
LANCASTRIA 
FAR EASTERN 


f 
o 
Vandenberg Paint Company 


204 First Street 
Phone 44)711 
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1934... 1500 Take Train to World's Fair 


Business Men Recognized 
At 'New Deal' Dinner Here 


Evening Telegraph, Jan. 19 


1934)—A "Greater Dixon" of 11, 
659 people—10,570 of whom live 
within the city limits—was reveal 
«d by the census just completed by 
enumerators working under the su- 
pervision of the federal 
Civi 


Works Administration, it was an- 
nounced at the Chamber of Com- 
merce civic-recognition banquet at 
the Masonic Temple last evening. 


The New Deal dinner sponsored 


by the chamber was one of the 
outstanding events of its kind in 
the history of the local organiza- 
tion. About 450 persons enjoyed 
the talks by former residents of 
the . city and specially 
invited 


guests. 


Moving pictures of the large 


throng and close-ups of the dis- 
tinguished guests were taken by 
the Universal Community Service 
company and the reel later will be 
shown at the Dixon theater. This 
was a surprise feature provided 
by President George H. Beier of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 


AH Dixon Food 


All the food consumed was pur- 


chased in Dixon, and much of It 
manufactured here. Edward Vaile 
was toastmaster, and praised the 
late Fred Watson, who caused the 
location of the original shoe fac- 
tory at Dixon; E. D. Alexander, 
who was instrumental in bringing 
the Illinois 
Northern 
Utilities 


headquarters to Dixon; and Char- 


les R. Walgreen, prominent drug- 
gist of Dixon. 


Speakers at the banquet were: 


Mr. Walgreen, Walter Page of 
New York, connected with the 
original Anglo-Swiss company con- 
densing plant in Dixon; John G. 
Ralston of the Reynolds Wire com- 
pany; J. M. Coswell, of the Brown 
Shoe company; Louis 
Pitcher, 


president of the Dixon park board; 
and W. M. McMaster, vice presi- 
dent of the Dixon National bank.- 


Telegrams were read from Pres- 


ident J. B. Johns of the Medusa 
Cement company, Cleveland, O., 
and Henry A. Page, Toledo, O. 


Tribute was paid to other men 


who had pioneered in Dixon manu- 
acturing interests. 


Residents Spend 
Sane 4th of July 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 5, 


934)—Dixonites spent one of the 
sanest Fourths In history yester- 
lay, there being no serious acci- 
dents of any kind reported. 


Picnics were the main diver- 


sions, with the largest crowd in 
fears at Lowell park, while the 
torse races at Oregon drew an 
overflow crowd and the 
auto 


races at Sterling were well attend- 
ed from Dixon. 


Present Airport 
Dedicated in '34 


The Dixon airport still in use to- 


day was dedicated on Oct. 28,1934, 
by Gov. Henry Horner, who dedi- 
cated ten other Illinois airports on 
the same day. 


The airport, located east of 


Dixon near the site of the munici- 
pal airport dedicated in 1930, was 
156 acres with a 70x100 foot han- 
gar,, the framework of which was 
constructed from 10,000 feet of 
steel rails from the old Dixon 
street car system. 


The airport was built under the 


Illinois Emergency Relief program 
of 1934, and was financed by a 
special allotment 
from 
federal 


funds for airport projects. About 
130 unemployed Dixon men worked 
on the project, for which $22.894 
was spent in labor. 


Mayor George C. Dixon repre- 


sented the city at the dedication 
ceremonies, which began when 
Gov. Horner arrived with 11 air- 
planes bearing dignitaries from all 
over the state and National Guard 
representatives. 
Dement Schuler 


was chairman of the reception 
committee. 


General superintendent of the 


airport was Dudley Ward. John 
Doyle was construction superin- 
tendent and Dwight Rolph was su- 
perintendent of drainage. 


PLAYS THE CHAMP 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 23, 


1934) —Jack Sharkey, well-known 
pocket billiardist, will play Andrew 
Ponzl, national champion at the 
Hub parlors this evening. 


Dixon Municipal Airport 
City's 'Great Exodus' Sees 
Cubs, 'Century of Progress' 


Dixon's present airport, located east of the city, was dedicated on Oct. 28, 1934, by 
Governor Henry Horner.1 The airport was built under the Illinois Emergency Relief 
program of that year and was financed by a special allotment from federal funds for 
airport projects. About 130* unemployed Dixon men worked at the field. Mayor George 
C. Dixon represented the city at the dedication ceremonies which began when Gov. 


Horner arrived with 11 airplanes bearing dignitaries from all over the state. 


DIRECTORS , 


F. W. Meyer, President 
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Oliver L. Gehant, Cashier 
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Andrew Gehant 
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H. F. GEHANT BANKING COMPANY 


Incorporated 
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Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


.WEST BROOKLYN, ILLINOIS 


Dear Reader: 


The same principles and ideals visioned by the founders of 


this bank have contributed to the success of many of Lee 
County's business enterprises and to the happiness and well 
being of the many folks whom this bank has helped with finan- 
cial counsel and assistance. 


Established in 1897 with a Capital of $10,000.00, the bank 


has grown with the prosperity of the community so that now we 
can point with pride to our present capital structure of $165,000.00 
and total resources in excess of two and one quarter million 
dollars. 


We thank every one for the support accorded us during 


these 54 years for no institution can attain such size in a village 


of 180 persons without having many friends outside the im- 
mediate vicinity and according each of them the courtesy and 
service that must be a part of every successful enterprize. 


, 
Our congratulations to the Telegraph and to Mrs. Shaw, 


and those associated with her, upon reaching the century mark 
in the newspaper field for they, too, had to do a good job down 
through the years to attain that goal: 


very truly yours, 


Cashier 


Editor Criticizes 
State's 'Attitude' 


In 1934 and the other depression 


years, 
the 
citizens 
of 
Dixon 


watched with their highest con- 
cern the various Dixon factories, 
for during these lean years the un- 
certainties of business were likely 
to stop or start the wheels of pro- 
duction on'short notice. 


The Evening Telegraph, in its 


role as informant and guardian of 
the public interest, was happy to 
report that a factory had opened 
or that new business had set more 
people to work. 


But when the newspaper felt 


that the hometown citizens were 
being overlooked, it brought a 
just editorial wrath to bear ort of- 
fenders. 


Along with- its jubilant an- 


nouncement on April 4, 1934, that 
the Medusa Cement plant would 
resume operations with 225 on the 
payroll, at half capacity, 
after 


long idleness, The Telegraph also 
had some criticism: 


"The length of time the plant 


may be in, operation is indefinite 
and is dependent . . . chiefly upon 
the attitude of the state adminis- 
tration at Springfield. 


"Last year the state bought no 


cement whatever from the Dixon 
plant. Up to date the state has 
bought no cement this year. If the 
Dixon plant could get its fair 
share of the state cement contract 
the plant could be put onto a full 
capacity basis and be assured of 
a long and perhaps continuous 
run." 


But the newspaper added its ap- 


proval of even the small amount 
of employment: 


"That the Dixon plant is getting 


into operation, even nt half capa- 
city, is splendid news to the people 
of this city." 


County Purchases 
Arsenal of Weapons 


Lee county took firm measures 


to back up its law enforcement of 
ficers on Sept. 12, 1934, in their 
fight against the big crime wave 
that swept the country with the 
depression in the early 1930s. 


It was the heyday of such noto- 


rious desperadoes as John Dillin- 
ger, "Pretty Boy" Floyd, "Baby 
Face" Nelson, Alvin Karpis, "Ma- 
chine Gun" Kelley and Clyde Bar- 
row and his cigar-smoking moll, 
Bonnie Parker. There were hun- 
dreds of minor thugs. 


After watching a demonstration, 


the purchasing committee of the 
board of supervisors recommended 
the purchase of a latest type ma- 
chine gun, a riot gun, tear gas 
bombs and full equipment, includ- 
ing star shells, for night Investi- 
gations. 


• 


Buick Firm Began 
In Dixon in 1934 


The Zeien Buick Company, lo- 


cated at 110 N. Galena avenue In 
Dixon, was established in 1934. 


The company now employs 14 


persons. 
The company was first 


established by Oscar Johnson who 
served until his death in June, 
1950. At that time Mr. Zeien as- 
sumed the business operation of 
the firm. 


The company offers retail auto- 


mobile sales and service by fac- 
tory-trained mechanics. In addi- 
tion to 
being exclusive 
Buick 


dealers in Dixon, the company 
provides an 
excellent stock of 


parts for both wholesale and re- 
tail distribution. 


The firm is a member of the Na- 


tional Automobile Dealers Associ- 
ation. 


$312,000 Spent 
In Federal Jobs 


On June 28, 1934, The Telegraph 


made the happy announcement 
that the Public Works'Administra- 
tion had allotted $40,000 of Its 
funds for the repaving of Galena 
avenue. • 


Mayor George C. Dixon had 


spent the day before in Chicago 
investigating the progress of the 
project and two others, a $285,000 
sewage disposal system, with $70,- 
000 to be furnished by the govern- 
ment and the balance of $215,000 
to be paid by the city within 30 
years, and the installation of a 
modern street lighting system and 
resurfacing of several streets. 


On July 2, Mayor Dixon an- 


nounced that the sewage project 
had been approved and also the 
$40,000 program for modernizing 
street-lights and resurfacing four 
streets. 


The news was happily received 


in Dixon, for the mayor had re- 
ceived assurance that all local la- 
bor would be used on the three 
projects, which totaled $315,000. 


The city was to pay 70 per cent 


of the costs of the projects over a 
period of ten years. 


Slayer of Gangster 
Well Known Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 25, 


1934)—Thomas E. Brown of the 
St. Paul, Minn., police department, 
who shot down Homer Van Meter, 
alleged Dillinger machine-gunner, 
on Thursday, is quite well known 
.n Dixon. 


He has visited here on several 


occasions and is a cousin of Chief 
of Police J. D. VanBibber. 


Dixon underwent a 'great ex- 


Odus' on Sunday, Aug. 26. 1934, 
when about 1,500 local citizens 
rode two special trains to Chicago 
where they viewed the Chicago 
World's Fair and a baseball game 
at which they saw the Chicago 
Cubs beat the New York Giants. 


It was the largest delegation 


from Dixon ever to visit the Windy 
City and The Evening Telegraph 
reported that the grand excursion 
came off "without a hitch." 


Planned for Weeks 


The movement had begun sev- 


eral weeks before when Superin. 
tendent T. J. Lyons of the Brown 
Shoe factory asked the North 
Western Railroad company for a 
special train to take the -factory's 
employes to Chicago for a day's 
outing. The popularity of the out- 
ing spread and so many advance 
tickets were purchased by local 
residents that it "was decided to 
run two special trains. 


Agent W. E. Wood of the North 


Western railroad sold a total of 
1,619 round trip tickets to excur- 
sionists, of which 138 were for 


Sterling passengers. 


The "Dixon Day" at the Century 


of Progress in Chicago was back- 
ed by the Dixon Chamber of Com- 
merce. The two special trains *^- 
parted from Dixon Sunday morn- 
ing, one at 6 a. m., and the other 
at 6:15. 
A special police detail 


handled traffic for the departure 
of the two trains, which carried 
passengers to Chicago at a special 
rate. 


Took in Sights 


During the day the large group 


of Dixonites took in the sights at 
the World's Fair and watched the 
Cubs give the Giants a 7-1 druf) 
bing with the three-hit pitching of 
Lonnie Warneke. Ward Miller of 
Dixon, a former star with the 
Cubs, had reserved 100 box seats 
at the Wrigley field for the Dixon 
fans. 


Round trip tickets for the ex- 


cursion cost Dixon adults $1.25 
each and children 63 cents each. 
The two trains returned the happy 
passengers late Sunday night i 
"caving Chicago at 10 p. m. 


- 


J 
Buy Your Insurance 


Low-cost Fire, Lightning & Extended 


Coverage in the 


Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance 


Company 


of Bradford, Lee County, 111. 


AGENTS: 


Harvey O. Risetter, Lee 
George A. King, Amboy 


Wilson Roemmich, Sublette 


Clarence Hart, Ashtoh 
' 


Wm. H. Brucker, Mendota 


V. S. Pomeroy, Amboy 
O. S. Baylor, Lee Center 


A. J. Brucker, Franklin Grove 


A. J. Loder, Ohio 


- 


* 


Heat Wave Lasts 
Over Week Here 


During the summer of 1934, 


Dixon and other communities in 
the midwest underwent an almost 
unbearable siege of heat, with the 
government thermometer in Dixon 
at 103 degrees at its highest. 


Several' persons were stricken 


as a result of the intense heat 
wave and three patients died at 
the Dixon state hospital while 1215 
died throughout the nation in the 
heat wave, which lasted more than 
a week, ending July 25. 
Counties Receive 
Carload of Pork 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Feb. 3, 


1934)—A carload of salt pork, 
36,859 pounds, was received at 
the Lee county 
welfare 
head- 


quarters this morning. 


The 
consignment 
of 
meat, 


shipped from Hammond, Ind., Is 
for distribution for six counties, 
Lee, Bureau, Whitesidc, DeKalb, 
Ogle and Carroll, and will be de- 
livered by trucks. 


Another carload of smoked pork 


has .been shipped to Dixon for 
distribution to surroundlngxcoun- 
ties and is expected to arrive the 
latter part of the week. 


About three tons of the salt 


pork received this morning is to 
be delivered to the Dixon state 
hospital. 
A, shipment of 1,725 


cans of roast beef was received at 
the Lee county headquarters yes- 
terday for distribution. Each can 
contains 24 ounces. 


The December report of the Illi- 


nois Emergency Relief Adminis- 
tration shows a decline of 31.9 
per cent in Lee county. 
Shoe Company 
Makes Shipment 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 24, 


1934)—The first carload of Brown 
shoes built at the recently re- 
opened Dixon plant was shipped 
this week to the company's ware- 
houses at St. Louis, Mo. 


More than a thousand cases 


totaling about 20,000 pairs of 
Dixon-made shoes were shipped 
Thursday afternoon. 
Two loads, 


totaling about the same, had been 
shipped previously by truck. 
At 


the present 250 men and women 
are employed in the Dixon factory. 


Superintendent T. J. 
Lyons 


stated this morning that the plant 
is producing an average of 2,800 
pairs of shoes daily and this num- 
ber is to be increased as soon as 
possible. 


Although the plant upon open- 


ing was manufacturing a cloth 
shoe, the production at present is 
almost 80 per cent leather foot 
wear. 


(The Telegraph announced that 


the factory on April 10 had In- 
creased production to 5,000 pairs 
of shoes per day.) 


New Firm Locates 
Factory in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 11, 


1934)—The Bosworth Manufactur- 
ing company of Sterling today 
started moving its equipment and 
stock to the Suter building on 
River street and Crawford avenue 
and expects to have the plant in 
operation Monday morning. 


The new Dixon firm manufac- 


turer an extensive line of-hard- 
ware novelties, including ornamen- 
tal flower pots, ferneries, floor 
lamps and several other articles. 


City Officials Plan 
For Swimming Pool 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 25, 


1934)—The prospect for Dixon 
having a municipal swimming pool 
with the most modem equipment 
available early next summer, wai 
announced last evening by Mayor 
George C. Dixon. ' 


The estimated cost of the pool 


wai Mid to be about $65,000 and 
present plan* are to haw excava- 
tion work underway late this fall. 


Lee County Acts 
During Drought 


Along with 30 other northern 


Illinois counties, Lee county farms 
suffered from an intense drought 
in the summer of 1934, and on 
June 8, The Telegraph announce? 
a program of relief by the Erne" 
gency Relief administration and 
the Lee county farm bureau. 


The program, as outlined-in the 


newspaper, requested: 


1. Farmers of Lee county suf- 


fering from drought to make 
immediate application to county 
Emergency Relief 'Administra- 
tion offices on Hennepin ave- 
nue and River street, for relief. 


2. Calling of joint meeting of- 


officers of Lee county farm bu4t 
rcau and Emergency Relief Ad- 
ministration committee to out- 
line tentative plan for emergen- 
cy drought relief. 


3. Distribution of seeds for re- 


planting of crops, and feed for 
herds at earliest possible date. 


4. Plan to keep Intact all 


dairy herds of the county, to 
prevent 
loss of milk supply 


which is deemed very essential^ 


5. Federal "flying squadron"^/ 


to start Monday on survey of 31 
northern Illinois counties to de- 
termine extent federal drought 
relief program. 
During the forenoon a mass 


meeting was held and suggestions 
offered from various county repre- 
sentatives. In the afternoon group 
meetings were held. 
Residents Star 
f 


In Local Movie 


Dixon saw itself on the screen 


again in 1934. 


On March 13 and 14, The Tele- 


graph reported that "The Dixon 
feature ''1m, sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce and several 
merchants — showing scores of 
scenes in and about Dixon and 
Lee county — drew several thou^ 
sand patrons to the Dixon theate* 
during continuous afternoon and 
evening performances." 


The 
film—4,000 
feet—showed 


scenes from about 25 city and 
county schools, a recent New Deal 
"recognition" 
dinner 
at • the 


Masonic Temple, a Dixon-DeKalb 
basketball game, Dixon factories, 
rehearsal of Dixon Junior band, 
street scenes, local characters, city 
officials, stores and other placfi 
of interest. 
• 


For the purchase of a 50-ccnt 


item at any of the sponsoring 
stores, Dixonites were given an 
admission ticket to the show, with 
the added attraction, Zazu Pitta 
in "The Meanest Gal in Town." 


Noted Airman Visits 
On Inspection Trip 


(Evening. Telegraph, Jan. 3r 


1934) — James H. Doolittlc, holder^ 
of "many world records in aviation, 
will fly to Dixon tomorrow after- 
noon in his O'Ryan special plane, 
the weather permitting. 
• * « 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan, 8, 


1934)— Mr. and Mrs. James H. 
Doolittle spent a most enjoyable 
week-end in Dixon. Arriving on 
schedule at the Dixon Municipal 
airport Saturday afternoon, thj* 
famous aviator made an inspection 
of the site for the new city air- 
port. 


STREAMLINER PASSES 


Dixonites were on hand at the 


Northwestern railroad station at 
12:53 p. m. Oct. 24, 1934, to watch 
the speedy Diesel Union Pacific 
streamlined train streak through 
the city on its way from Newj 
York to Los Angeles in 56 hounJ> 
and 55 minutes, breaking the old 
record of 71 hours. 


"DUTCH" MAKES GOOD 


leffraPh. Aug. 21. 
"Dutch" Reagan. 
, , 
1934)-RonaId 
. 


«on of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Reagan 
of this city, has during his brief 
career as announcer for radio 
stations WOC-WHO. attained th« 
distinction of being called one of 
the outstanding aports announcer*^ 
of the country today. 


SPAPFRl 
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Future Farmers of America 
Organized in County in '29 


Future Farmers of America, or 


FFA, as it is commonly called was 
first organized in Lee county in 
the fall of 1929. Since that time 


organization of, by, and for 
studying vocational agricul- 


ture in high schools has continued 
to play an important part in the 


, development of agricultural lead- 


ership. 


The Future Farmers of Ameri- 


ca is a non-profit, non-political, 
farm youth organization of volun- 
tary membership, designed to take 
its place along with other agencies 
striving for the development of 
l.r^Jership, the building of a more 
permanent agriculture, and the 
improvement of country life. It 
constitutes one of the most effi- 
cient agricultural teaching devices 
that has been discovered up to the 
present time. The FFA is 100 per 
cent American in its ideals and 
outlook and has no outside affilia- 
tions. 


National headquarters of the 


Future Farmers of America is lo- 
c^;d in the Agricultural Educa- 
tion Service, United States Office 
of 
Education, Federal 
Security 


Agency. National conventions are 
held annually in Kansas City, Mo., 
during the month of October. 


Early Chapters 


By the start of the school year 


of 1920-30 and following the first 
National FFA convention at Kan- 
s&a City, the Office of Vocational 
Fjducation at Springfield, 111., an- 


• riPmced plans for the organization 
of local FFA chapters in Illinois 
high 
schools where 
vocational 


agriculture was being taught. 


FFA chapters were organized at 


Ashton, Amboy and Dixon during 
the fall of 1929. L. V. Slothower, 
teaching vocational agriculture at 
Ashton at that time, organized the 
Ashton chapter with 18 charter 
members. Mr. Slothower very cap- 
ably served as adviser and instruc- 
tSl for 10 years during which time 
the Ashton chapter members won 
m«ny honors. In 1940 John Rosen- 
berg succeeded Mr. Slothower as 
adviser and served in that capacity 
until 1942 at which time Glenn 
Snippy became adviser. Mr. Ship- 
py was followed by Jack Swanson 
who later entered business. Donald 
Springer became his successor and 
continued the work until January, 


l, at which time he was suc- 
ed by Donald Charlcsworth, 


.present adviser. The Ashton chap- 
ter under guidance of Glenn Snip- 
py had the honor of being named 
National Gold Emblem chapter in 
1946. 


W. I. DeWecs organized the 


chapter at Amboy in the fall of 
1929 with a total of 52 members. 
Mr. DeWees served as adviser 
until the fall of 1932 when O. C. 
Holt, present adviser, became vo- 
•tCUonal 
agricultural 
instructor 


and continued with the work of the 
organization. Edward Dunphy was 
elected first president of the Am- 
boy chapter. It is of interest to 
note that Mr. Dunphy later re- 
ceived the American Farmer De- 
gree, which is an-honorary FFA 
degree for outstanding work, en- 
tered college upon graduation from 
high school and is now teaching 
vocational agriculture at Sullivan, 
>f, where he is adviser of that 
chapter. 


Dixon Chapter 


The Dixon chapter was organ- 


ized under the supervision of J. N. 
Weiss in October, 1929, with a 
membership of 39 members. Rob- 
ert Sheaffer served as the first 
president. Under the advisership 
of J. N. Weiss the Dixon chapter 
grew and won many honors in 


work ad FFA activities. 


1939 Mr. Weiss was succeed- 


ed by L. V. Slothower as adviser in 
which capacity he served for three 
years. In 1942 Mr. Slothower was 
succeeded by George Reid, pres- 
ent adviser. Under the guidance of 
Mr. Reid the chapter has con- 
tinued its many activities as well 
as winning honors at fairs and in 
contests. 


The above three chapters carried 


on the FFA work in Lee county 
'ifttil a chapter was organized at 
Franklin Grove. L. V. Slothower, 
at that time serving as vocational 
agriculture teacher at both Ashton 
and Frankling Grove, organized the 
Franklin Grove chapter with 15 
charter members. Raymond Pat- 
terson served as the first chapter 
president and is now a practicing 
veterinarian at Ottawa, III. O. W. 
Couzzens succeeded Mr. Slothower 
as adviser at Franklin Grove in 
^le fall of 1939. In 1942, Mr. Couz- 
zens was succeeded by LaVerne 
Baker, present 
adviser,, under 


whose guidance the chapter has 
grown and won many honors in 
FFA activities. 


As time passed 
other 
high 


schools recognized the value of 
training farm youth in agricul- 
ture until now every four year 
high school in Lee county has an 
FFA 'chapter and department of 
f 5«atlonal agriculture. Other chap- 
ters are located at Lee Center, 
Paw Paw and Steward. 


Paw Paw Chapter 


The cnnptcr at Paw Paw was 


organized in 1937 by Cilfton Wick 
who was vocational agricultural 
instructor at Paw Paw at that 
time. Chester Gains became the 
chapter's first president, Mr. Wick 
was succeeded as adviser by C. W. 
Harvey in 1946, and Carl Ryland- 
*~ present adviser, succeeded Mr. 


Harvey in 1947. 


In the fall of 1938 the Lee Cen- 


ter chaper was organized by T. L. 
Traughber who served as adviser. 
Carrol Foster became the first 
president. Since that time Dean 
Finch, L. E. Lelhr, and Jim Herr- 
mann have served as advisers. Mr. 
Herrmann is the present adviser, 
The Lee Center chapter has the 
honor of having the present state 
FFA president, Albert Kurz. 


The latest chapter in Lee county 


is Steward which was organized 
in 1949 under the advisership of 
Carl B. Rylander who was suc- 
ceeded by G. Edwin Logan, present 
adviser and instructor at Steward. 
Wayne Macklin was elected first 
president of the Steward chapter. 


AMERICAN FARMERS 


One of the honorary degrees of- 


fered in Future Farmer work is 
the degree of American Farmer. 
This degree is conferred upon 
members at the rate of one degree 
for 1,000 members in the national 
organization. Since the start -of 
FFA work in Lee county 10 Lee 
county FFA boys have attained 
this highest of FFA honors. They 
are: Ralph Salzman, Ashton; Bur- 
nell Hennert, Ashton; Elmer Wil- 
liams, Dixon; Arthur Shick, Dixon; 
Raymond Pyse, Franklin Grove; 
Donald Petrie, Franklin Grove, 
George Torti, Franklin Grove; Ed- 
ward 
Dunphy, Amboy; Ralph 


Meyer, Amboy, and Ralph Leffel- 
man, Amboy. 


Three of the above American 


Farmers became vocational agri- 
culture teachers, another is con- 
nected with a seed company, one is 
deceased and the others are now 
farm operators and leaders in their 
respective communities. 


STATE FFA OFFICERS 


Lee county has been honored 


many times by having FFA mem- 
bers elected to state FFA office. 
Two past state presidents have 
been Lee county FFA boys. They 
were Ralph Salzman of Ashton, 
who served as president during 
1942 and Albert Kurz of Lee Cen- 
ter chapter who is the present 
state FFA president 


Other state FFA officers in- 


clude Merritt Bellows of Dixon, 
reporter, 1933. Ralph Fulton of 
Ashton, reporter, 1940. Raymond 
Pyse of Franklin Grove, reporter, 
1944. Many other Lee county FFA 
boys have served as vice president 
of their section. 


Activities 


Since the organization of the 


first FFA chapters in Lee county, 
FFA chapters have ever kept be- 
fore them the primary aim of the 
Future Farmers of America which 
is "the development of agricultur- 
al leadership cooperation and citi- 
zenship." 


Programs of work participated 


in by all members are set up an- 
nually by each chapter, each state 
organization 
and each national 


organization. The programs are 
built on the needs of the individu- 
als and the community. 


Future Farmers not only work 


well together but they know how 
to provide organized recreation for 
themselves and others in the com- 
munity. State FFA bands and var- 
ious chapter musical organizations 
are common in all parts of the 
country. FFA camps and officers 
training schols are held annually. 
Lee county FFA members have 
been a part of all such activities. 
They have also brought many hon- 
ors to their chapters through par- 
ticipation and winnings in public 
speaking contests, judging con- 
tests, county, sectional, and state 
fairs, as well as at the Internation- 
al Livestock Exposition. All of 
such activities have had their part 
in strengthening the confidence of 
young men in themselves and in 
farm work. 


* 
City Council Action 
Aids Headline Editor 


The Telegraph on April 27,1932, 


announced that its headline writer 
would be less cramped for words 
because of ordinances passed re- 
garding the public parks and 
banks along Rock river, controlled 
and owned by the city. 


The city council, the newspaper 


explained, had changed the name 
of the Dixon Public Parks and 
Playgrounds Commission back to 
the old name of the Dixon Park 
Board. 


High School Champs 
Are Feted at Luncheon 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 23, 


1832)—Prof. John N. Weiss, in- 
structor in vocational agriculture, 
and his national champion high 
school meat judging team, Melvin 
Fiscel, 
Donald 
Miller, 
Wilmer 


Gerdes and Elton Williams, of 
Dixon high school, were guests of 
honor with Supt. A. H. Lancaster, 
at the regular weekly meeting of 
the Kiwanis club luncheon Tues- 
day. 


OPERA STAR SINGS 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 24, 


1927)—A'large and appreciative 
audience-greeted Mary McCor- 
mlc, Chicago Civic Opera star, in 
the concert at the Dixon Theater 
last evening under the auspices 
of the Dixon Civic Music Associ- 
ation. 


Brothers Manage 
Potter's Cleaners 


Early in 1929, Maurice E. Potter, 


a young oil company agent in 
Dixon, decided to go into the dry 
cleaning business. 


In preparation for this new 


endeavor, he made trips to Rock 
ford, Davenport and Chicago to 
work out the details and to learn 
the details of the business. 


By May 13, he was ready, and 


Potter's Cleaners was opened in 
the Derr building at 424 E. River 
street. 


The business began on a small 


scale with four employees, but at 
once the enterprise began to 
prosper and a downtown 
office 


was opened in the John Hofmann 
building. 
Soon the elder Potter 


was joined in the business by 
his sons, Eldon and Ronald, work- 
ing at the plant and office. 


More and more equipment was 


added, and soon the plant was 
cleaning rugs, pillows, quilts, etc., 
as well as suits and dresses. 


During the war Ronald Potter 


left the business to serve in the 
European Theatre of Operations 
and Eldon served with the forces 
in the Pacific areas. After the 
war, the brothers returned and are 
now in full charge of the business. 


In 1949, with business expand- 


ing, . the cleaners moved their 
location 
to 109 Hennepin street 


and a tailor shop was added with 
two tailors in charge. 


Ford Hopkins Store 
Opened Here in 1929 


The Ford Hopkins drug store in 


Dixon is one of 67 such retail units 
ot the Ford 
Hopkins 
company 


which has executive offices, ware- 
houses and laboratories in Chi- 
cago. 


The local store, at 123 First 


street, was opened in 1929 and 
the entire company is 22 years 
old. Mr. Thompson, is the mana- 
ger of the local unit, a position 
he has held since 
October . 30, 


1933. 


In addition to dealing in retail 


drugs and sundries, the company 
also provides tea room facilities 
for its customers. 
City Air Cadets 
Meet at School 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 8, 


1930)—The first meeting of the 
Dixon American Air Cadets was 
held Saturday at the South Cen- 
tral school with 118 boys attend- 
ing from the city and 50 rural 
boys. 


D. C. Austin, district comman- 


der of the local chapter, spoke on 
"Health and Its Importance in En- 
tering Aviation," giving* some of 
the tests required during the late 
war when the speaker entered the 
U. S. air service. 
' Reinhart Snell, aviator from the 
Dixon airport, was unable to be 
present, but sent the following 
message: 


"I can readily tell when any 


boy visits the Dixon airport wheth- 
er or not he is a model plane 
builder, because his knowledge or 
the-lack of it of the various ships 
and other controls." 


J. E. Cook, organizer of the Air 


Cadets, read a letter from the na- 
tional headquarters of American 
Air Cadets. 


Plant Shuts Down 
During Depression 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 15, 


1930)—The Medusa Cement com- 
pany's Dixon plant east of > the 
city will shut down at the close 
of today's working hours at 6 p. 
m., for an indefinite period. 


Rumors of a shutdown, which 


have been current for several days, 
were confirmed at the offices of 
the company today when it was 
stated that all departments of the 
plant would close this evening. 


City Officers Act 
To Remove Posters 


On March 29. 1932. the city 


council took action 
to 
remove 


campaign posters from the city's 
light poles and the Galena avenue 
memorial arch. Next day police- 
men began' tearing down the of- 
fending posters. 


Acting Mayor George Campbell, 


in a statement said: "The Galena 
avenue arch is a structure sacred 
in the minds of many Dixon resi- 
dents, but has now become a sign 
board for every politician 
who 


wishes to display his 
advertis- 


ing." 


EDITOR MAKES TALK 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 29, 


1934)—An audience which filled 
the Dixon high'school gymnasium 
to capacity heard Charles F. Col- 
lisaon, agricultural editor of the 
Minneapolto .Tribune, deliver his 
famous lecture, "The Land of Milk 
and Money," under the auspices 
of The Telegraph this afternoon. 


EGO FAMINE HITS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 
5, 


1927) — Unpassable roads were 
blamed directly and solely for the 
egg famine which confronts Dixon 
grocers and produce men. 
Far- 


mers who live off paved roads are 
unable to reach town with 


Greyhound Lines 
Began Here in 1929 


When new financial interests 


enlarged 
Overland 
Greyhound 


Lines operation in 1929 to extend 
from Chicago to California and 
the Pacific northwest, the buses 
began 
operating 
in Dixpn 
in 


October of that year. 


Today the system operates 400 


modern buses along its far-flung 
routes, connecting Dixon and the 
Midwest with other areas through- 
out the nation. 


• Overland Greyhound's vast trans- 
portation arm represents the swift 
march of progress 
in 
the 
17 


states it traverses, where it brings 
livelihood to thousands of people. 
The company's buses, a part of 
the everyday scene in Dixon, last 
year recorded more than 25,000,- 
000 bus miles and carried 3,800,000 
passengers. 


Overland Greyhound Lines Oper- 


ates in more than 1,100 cities and 
towns with general offices in 
Omaha, where supervision of more 
than 1,600 traffic and operating 
employes, together 
with 
1,500 


agencies covering the company's 
territory, is carried on. Garages 
and shops are located in 17 key 
cities. 


Helps Finance Highways 


Known as Interstate Transit 


Lines when it began operation in 
Dixon in 1929, ' the company 
started in 1923 with one bus in 
Nebraska under President R. J. 


Waish. At present, Overland Grey 
hound is owned by 
the 
Union 


Pacific railroad and Chicago and 
North Western railway, aa well aa 
the Greyhound corporation. Close* 
ly Interwoven with the progress 
of Dixon and the Midwest, the 
company's taxes contribute to the 
network of all-weather highways 
now available to the public. 


Today the Greyhound bus depot, 


located at 74 Galena avenue, is a 
terminal not only for Overland 
Greyhound, but also for Central 
Greyhound Lines and the Peoria- 
Rockford Bus company. 


George Kauffman Agent 


George L. Kauffman is head 


agent for 
Overland 
Greyhound 


Lines in Dixon. Other personnel 
in the Dixon depot are Jack E. 
Litson and Michael 
J. 
Nelson. 


Besides 
regular 
transportation, 


charter trips and special service, 
the depot is equipped with a com- 
plete 
vacation-planning 
service. 


This includes Greyhound's Amaz- 
ing America tours, which annually 
take travelers on vacation trips 
throughout America, into Canada 
and to parts of Mexico. 


New equipment is being put 


into operation as 
it 
becomes 


available and present plans call 
for extensive improvements in 
terminals and other facilities if 
transportation continues normal 


Lee County-- 
(Continued from page 4, Sec. K) 
Vaupel, 1947-49; and Mrs. Glenn 
Pfoutz, 1949-51. 


It had taken so long to get or- 


ganized that the first few years 
there were many changes and 
some units were even reorganized 
and many new ones added until 
today there are 23 units with a 
membership of 627. 


There are 20 day units and three 


evening u.nits: Amboy Afternoon 
Amboy Evening, Bradford, China, 
Compton, Dixon Afternoon, Dixon 
Evening, Hamilton, Harmon, Lee 
Center, Marion, May-East-Grove 
Nachusa, Nelson, Palmyra. Paw 
Paw Lamplighters, R e y n o l d s 
South Dixon, Steward, Sublette 
Viola, Willow Creek, and Wyo 
ming. 


Outstanding Events 


Some of the outstanding events 


of the Lee County Home Bureau 
The immunization program spon 
sored by the Home Bureau, where 
by the pre-school and first few 
grades children were given shots 
against scarlet fever and diptheria 
the local doctors and nurses co> 
operating in the county where the 
local units were located. -The nexl 
event was having the Illinois TB 
Mobile unit in the county for two 
days and 650 people took advan- 
tage of this offer. 


The Lee County Home Bureau 


is affiliated with the state through 
the Illinois Home Bureau Federa- 
tion, with the national organiza- 
tion through the Associated Worn 
en of American Farm Bureau 
Federation, with the international 
organization through the Associ- 
ated Country Women of the World. 


The 1951 executive board and 


office personnel include: President, 
Mrs. Glenn Pfoutz, Ashton, Brad- 
ford 
unit; vice-president, Mrs. 


Alvin Kehm, Compton, Wyoming 
unit; secretary, Mrs. Ralph Long, 
Sublette, Sublette unit; treasurer, 
Mrs. Walter Weber, Amboy, Am- 
boy 
Afternoon 
unit; 
program 


chairman, Mrs. Harold Donnelly, 
Dixon, South Dixon unit; health 
and safety chairman, Mrs. Wesley 
Hockman, Dixon, Nachusa unit; 
4-H chairman, Mrs. George Gates, 
Dixon, Dixon Evening unit; music 
and recreation 
chairman, 
Mrs. 


Elaine Allen, Steward, Reynolds 
unit; ways and means chairman, 
Mrs. Ellis Rees, Steward, Willow 
Creek unit; Miss June Pilgrim, 
Rockford, adviser of 
extension 


service; assistant youth leader, 
Miss Patricia Sheldon, Rockford; 
office secretary, Mrs. 
Blanche 


Gascoigne, Amboy. 


Census Registers 
Jump in Population 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 1, 


1934)—The recent Dixon census 
showing a population of 10,570 
people has been followed by a veri- 
fication of persons not listed In 
the count and the count has be- 
come final at 10,757 inside the city 
limits, according to Mayor George 
C. Dixon. 


With 1,410 others in adjacent 


areas, the population of greater 
Dixon now totals 12,167, the may- 
or announces, 


MOOSE INCORPORATE 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 17, 


1930)—An Associated Press dis- 
patch to The Telegraph 
today 


from Springfield brings informa- 
tion of the incorporation of the 
Dixon lodge 727, Loyal Order of 
Moose, with members: John Meu- 
rer, John Hetler, Ray Burrs, Elmer 
Zimmerman and George Aschen- 
brenner. 


CITY ELECTIONS, 1927 


In the city elections on April 


19, 1927, Frank D. Palmer was 
returned for his second term as 
mayor. 
Commissioners: Charles 


E. Miller, George A. Campbell, 
John 
H. L o f t u s , 
and 
Louis 


Schumm. .John D, Van Bibber 
was reappointed chief of police, 
Thorns* Coffey, fire chief: and 
Dr. John B. Wcrren, city health 
officer. 


Merchants Sponsor 
Popularity Contest 


In 1931 not many people were 


able to afford the luxury of travel 
but for one Dixon girl a trip to 
Panama and Cuba with all ex 
penses paid and $50 in gold for 
"spending money," was a dream 
that came true. She was Miss 
Gladys' Hardesty. who was the 
winner in the Dixon merchant's 
popularity contest which was held 
in that year. 


Dixon citizens obtained ballots 


from 19 sponsoring 
merchants 


The contest began early in the fall 
and was concluded in mid-Novem- 
ber when the winners were an- 
nounced. 


Throughout this time, interest 


in the contest ran high and The 
Telegraph published dally tabula- 
tions of the voting. Miss Hardesty 
with a total of 5,539,400 votes, was 
declared the winner on Nov. 19. 


Miss Ruth Beede, who had been 


a leader in the contest for many 
weeks, was second and won as her 
prize a trip to New Orleans. Other 
winners were Miss Mary O'Brien 
and Miss Mae Teschendorff, who 
won cash awards of $25 each. 


Bonk Deposits 
Hit Ail-Time High 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 13, 


1928)—Never in the history of 
banking in Dixon have the de- 
posits in the three banks been 
greater than at the present time. 


The total deposits in the three 


institutions total more than $5,- 
500,000. 


The annual election of officers 


and directors of the three banks 
held this week shows no changes 
in the personnel of any. They in- 
clude: 


City National 
Bank—W. C 


Durkes, president; Dixon National 
Bank—A, p. Armington, 
presi- 


dent; Dixon Trust 
& 
Savings 


Bank—Jarvis Leake, president. 


Last Meeting Held 
By YMCA Directors 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 3, 


1932)—The Dixon Young Men's 
Christian Association ceased to 
exist last evening at a final meet- 
ing of the board of directors. 


After the sale of the building 


and property on Third street and 
Galena avenue a few years ago, a 
few of the active supporters and 
members of the board of directors 
assumed the indebtedness remain- 
ing, and yesterday afternoon the 
final note was paid. President Hen- 
ry Hey made a brief talk. 


750 Scouts Attend 
Big Rally in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, June 11, 


1928)—The rally of the Boy Scouts 
of Black Hawk Area, held in Dixon 
and Lowell Park Saturday after- 
noon, which was attended by over 
750 Scouts and Scout Masters 
of 32 troops of the area, was one 
of the biggest meetings of Scouts 
ever held in .the area and gave 
great Impetus to .this community. 


The day's activities started with 


„ fire parade of the Scouts through 
The busiest part of the city, at the 
head of which were the massed 
colors of the troops. 


FIRE AT ORPHANAGE 


(Evening Telegraph. Apr. 26, 


1928)—The general administration 
building at the Nachusa Lutheran 
Orphanage was completely de- 
stroyed by fire Wednesday eve- 
ning, entailing a . loss estimated 
conservatively at *25,000, which 
n partially covered by Insurance. 


POPULATION IN l«l 


(Evening Telegraph, ,Jan. 3, 


1929—A survey mad* by 
the 


Chamber of Commerce indicates 
that the population of Dixon and 
adjacent urban territory at tht 
beginning of the year is nearly 
13,000, an Increase of over 4,000 
since 1920, the year of the last 
government census. 


Prospector Re/urns 
Carrying FuJJ %PoJce' 


(Evening. Telegraph, 
Mar. 1 


1927) — George Heldman, 63, born 
and raised near Eldena and wel 
known to many of the older resi 
ents of Dixon and South Dixon, of 
whom all trace has been lost for 
more than 23 years and who hac 
been given up for dead, is well 
hale, hearty and in possession oi 
a goodly share of the 
world's 


wealth. 


After a visit of three weeks in 


this locality, Mr. Heldman left 
this noon for 
Menana, Alaska, 


where he has extensive prospect- 
ing rights. 


Big Bust at Quarry 
Loosens Rock Strip 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 19. 


1927) — An unusually heavy "shot" 
was . made at the plant of the 
S a n d u s k y 
Cement 
company 


Thursday afternoon 
when more 


than 50,000 tons of rock were dis- 
lodged in the quarry. 


Five tons 
of dynamite was 


used in. tearing off the 'side of 
the quarry. A strip 400 feet long, 
48 feet hiph and the holes 30 feet 
deep was dislodged by the explo- 
sion. 


New Pumper Added 
To Fire Department 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 10. 


1927) — The city council Tuesday 
evening voted to 
purchase 
an 


American-LaFrance type of triple 
combination pumper fire 
truck 


for 513,000. 


It will replace the old White 


truck which has been in service 
for several years and which is not 
equipped with a pumper. 
* 
* * 


(Evening 
Telegraph.' Oct. 7, 


1927) — Dixon's new 1.000 gallon 
pumper fire truck was unloaded 
this morning and is now ready 
to respond to alarms. 
Telegraph Furnishes 
Map of State Roads 


(Evening Telegraph, March 30, 


1927) — A new service for readers 
has been installed at this office, 
which will prove of benefit to 
autoists of. this vicinity. 


A large map in the editorial 


office of this 
paper, corrected 


weekly, will show detours, con- 
ditions, etc., on all the main roads 
of the state. 
People Act~ 
( Continued from page 10, Sec. K) 
nate two or three old fowls along 
with vegetables and other sur- 
plus produce for canning by Pau 
Rader's Pantry. 


"C. E. Yale, farm adviser, esti- 


mates that the drive will yield 
1,000 roosters, which is equal to 
about 4,000 cans of 
meat 
and 


soup. 


"The 
ridding of old roosters 


from flocks has long been preach 
ed by the University of Illinois 
college of agriculture and it is 
thought that the farmer will thus 
render himself a service as well as 
as help the poor of this locality 
and Chicago." 
f 
Weekly Entertainment 


The canning volunteers kept up 


their spirits by participating in an 
hour's e n t e r t a i n m e n t each 
Wednesday, during 
which 
they 


swam, picnicked or attended the 
theater. 


On November 15, ' plans were 


made to relieve the pinch of star 
vation by the 
Dixon 
Loyalty 


League. The group began work, 
using volunteer unemployed men 
as laborers, to open a Community 
Kitchen to distribute hot soup 
and wholesome milk to the hun 
gry. 
The 
children of 
Dixon 


schools were given first prefer- 
ence in receiving the food sup- 
plies. 


The Community Kitchen was 


supported by donations from citi- 
zens and opened on November 19 
in the John Hofmann building at 
the rear of the Dixon theater. By 
11 a. m.. 30 gallons of "temptingly 
delicious soup, rich with meat and 
vegetables" were ready for distri- 
bution. 


Transient* "Decrease" 


The Telegraph announced that 


during the first week of operation 
'more than 300 transients and 
Dixon citizens" were fed, and that 
the number of 
transients who 


begged on the streets had "de- 
creased." 


In other economizing measures 


the city and county governments 
and the Dixon school board made 
cuts in salaries, fees and other 
xpenses. 
Although the road to 


slow economic recovery was just 
around the corner, the citizens of 
Dixon had met the onslaughts of 
•hard times" with firm and de- 
isive measures and had 
found 


that by united efforts, they could 
rise over any emergency. 


CJity's Beauty Used 
In Movie Background 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct 16, 


1928)—Autumn foliage and nat- 
ural scenery along Rock river at 
Dixon have been taken Into consid- 
eration by directors and camera- 
men of Feature Right Film com- 
>any of Milwaukee, and in the 
text two weeks will form an 1m- 
mrtnnt background for a six reel 
'llm the company Is producing and 
which is to be released under the 
name, "Trudy." 


Al Regan, camera . artist, who 


has had years of experience in Hol- 
ywood studios, arrived In Dixon 
yesterday afternoon and made res- 
ervations for the cast. 


'Walgreen Day' 
Is Big Success 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 15 


1928)—Saturday's celebration of 
"Walgreen Day," the reception ac- 
corded Charles R. Walgreen of 
Chicago, nationally promlnen t 
chain store druggist, wag a huge 
success from every standpoint, ex- 
cept the dedication of the new ipe 
cial marker for the Crawford avia- 
tion field. 


The big aign was not completed 


in time' and will arrive in a few 
days. 


Pilot Biffle at the controls of 


the Sikorsky 
amphibian plane, 


which was recently purchased by 
Dixon's guest of the day, Mr. Wal- 
green, gave about 5,000 p'eople an 
exhibition during the afternoon, 
when he landed the big plane on 
the waters of Rock river. 


During a brief speech, Mr. Wal- 


green said, in part: 


"I consider that the years of my 


life spent In Dixon were the con- 
structive years and whatever suc- 
cess I may have achieved, that suc- 
cess I owe to Dixon and the hon- 
esty and integrity of my compan- 
ions of several years ago." 
Pageant- 
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.he 1£32 campaign 
and 
John 


Dixon's original log cabin, both as 
visualized by Noah Brooks, one- 
time Dixon citizen and an intimate 
friend of Lincoln in later days. 


An overflow crowd attended the 


unveiling ceremonies at the site 
at North Hennepin avenue and 
West Water street, while George 


!. Dixon, great grandson of John 
Dixon, presided over the dedication 
ceremonies. 


After a welcome address by 


Mayor Palmer, Governor Louis L 
Emmerson was introduced, -and 
after speaking, he unveiled the 
statue amid a salute of aerial 
bombs and while the Rawleigh 
band played the Star Spangled 
Banner. Lorado Taft, who had 
sculptured the Blackhawk statue 
overlooking Rock river near Ore- 
gon, introduced Leonard Crunellc, 
creator of the Lincoln statue. 


Witnessed Lincoln Talk 


Several old settlers were intro- 


duced who had heard the Lincoln- 
Douglas debate in Frceport and 
one, George Richardson, who had 
heard Lincoln speak on the Lee 
county courthouse square in 1850. 


Chairman Dixon then introduced 


the members of his ' commission 
who had worked toward securing 
the statue: W. B. Brinton, Henry 
Hoerner of Chicago, H. Hammond 
of Chicago, O, C. Simmonds of 
Chicago, E. F. Lawrence of Ster- 
ling, Charles R. Walgreen and 
William T. Rawleigh of Freeport 
Other members were Joseph Oak- 
leaf of Mollne, Frank Stevens of 
Sycamore, Lorado Taft and the 
sculptor, Crunelle. 


After the dedication followed a 


balloon performance by Prof. Andy 
Owen of Dixon, "the world's only 
one-armed balloonist," and con- 
certs by the Rawleigh and Kable 
Brothers' bands. 


The four-day celebration cloned 


with a Mardi Gras parade, hun- 
dreds participating in grotesque 
and quaint costumes, and a pyr 
technic display at 11 p. m., which 
closed the celebration in a grand 
blaze of splendor. 
Rain, Sleet Block 
City Communications 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 21, 


1927)—Dixon was practically cut 
off from wire communication with 
the outside world Saturday by the 
rain and sleet storm, which mark- 
ed the closing days of winter, and 
brought about a snow storm early 
today to usher in spring. 


Every long distance telephone 


line out of Dixon was out of com- 
mission Sunday and today, with 
the exception of the line to Ster- 
ling. 
Young Alien Wins 
Life-Saving Medal 


(Evening Telegraph, 
May 9, 


1927)—Karl Barthelmes, a boy 
who canoe to Dixon from Germany 
two years ago, on Sunday was 
^resented with a Ralston Purina 
rlero Commission medal awarded 
for saving his uncle, William Lat- 
zo, from death In the waters of 
Rock river, July 11, 1926, 
off 


Assembly Park beach. 


Rainstorm Causes 
550,000 in Damage 


(Evening Telegraph, May 24, 


1927)—Damage estimated at $25,- 
000 in Dixon and vicinity was 
caused by the heaviest rain storm 
hat has swept this community in 
half a century Monday night, when 
nearly five inches of water fell in 


little over two hours, transform- 


ng streets into raging creeks, un- 
dermining dwelling foundations, 
flooding scores of basements, up- 
rooting 
trees and 
overflowing 


ditches and storm drains. 


(The next day damage was esti- 


mated at 150,000.) 


MODEL HOUSE 


(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 
7, 


1829)—The public is invited to 
attend a public showing of 
a 


model house at 317 Steele avenue. 
The house, built 
by Dorrance 


Thompson of this city, is not only 
attractive in architecture, color 
and location but is especially in- 
cresting because of the modern 
tquipment and up-to-the-minute 


Freshman Girl Wins 
Dixon Poetry Prize 


(Evening Telegraph. March 14. 


1931)— Miss Anna Marie Hoberg, 
14 years old, a freshman in the 
Dixon high school, wins the prize 
of $100 for the most popular poem 
on the theme "I was brought up 
out In Dixon, Dixon out in Illinois." 


Miss Hoberg, the daughter at 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hoberg, lives 
at 404 Jackson avenue. She was 
notified of her good fortune and 
came to The Evening Telegraph 
office today to receive her reward. 


The money is given by a former 


Dixonite who lives far away from 
this city now and who does not 
want his name made public. The 
generous man, whose heart is loyal 
to the scenes of his boyhood, haa 
become a big figure in a world- 
wide industry. 


Dixon Beautifies 
Rock River Shore 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 
8, 


1930) — Approximately 
4,000 


square yards of sand and gravel 
has been pumped from the bed of 
Rock river and thrown behind a 
rock wall on the north side of the 
river. 


The development is the latest in 


the park board's program of beau- 
tlfication of the north bank of the 
river as outlined by plans drawn 
by O. C. Simonds, landscape archi- 
tect. 


Grand Detour Hotel 
Destroyed by Fire 


The historic old Sheffield hotel 


at Grand Detour, erected in 1865 
to provide a lodging place for em- 
ployes in the first plow factory in 
Illinois— the original Grand Detour 
Plow Works — and for many years 
past a favorite stopping place for 
summer rcsortcrs, was completely 
destroyed by fire this morning de- 
spite the efforts of Grand Detour 
citizens and members of the Dixon 
fire department who responded to 
an emergency alarm with the 
Dixon pumper. 


The fire gained its start on the 


roof of the old two-story frame 
structure, presumably from sparks 
which resulted from tests of a flu* 
made by employes who had put a 
new elbow in the kitchen range. 
Firemen Rebuild 
Christmas Toys 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 4, 


1930) — The back room at the fire 
department is the busiest section 
of the city building each day, 
every member having entered into 
the spirit of bringing cheer to some 
child's heart this Christinas by 
providing rebuilt toys. 


Paints, brushes, "glue and tools 


are being wielded with great dex- 
terity by the fire-fighters in the 
rebuilding of toys. Edward Gray- 
bill delivered the first consignment 
Monday evening when he unloaded 
an automobile full of toys in the 
back room and the repair work 
started in earnest yesterday. 
Peoria Avenue 
Bridge Assured 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 27, 


1928) — By an overwhelming vote 
of nearly 10 to 1, the voters of 
Dixon 
Saturday 
approved 
the 


bonds to build a new bridge over 
Rock* River at Peoria avenue. 


The sentiment for the new 


bridge was not centered in any 
particular part of the city and 
every one of the six precincts car- 
ried by a landslide for the bridge. 


When the Telegraph 
election 


bulletins had been posted and the 
new bridge assured, the bridge en- 
thusiasts were jubilant and organ- 
ized an impromptu parade, with 
band music and banners. 


(The board of supervisors voted 


,o build the bridge at a session 
on Sept. 5th.) 
Women Permitted 
To. Serve on Juries 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 10, 


1930) — Lee county women are now 
entitled to serve on all Juries, 
State's Attorney Mark C. Keller 
announced today, following receipt 
of a final opinion from the office 
if the attorney general at Spring- 
'ield. 


Women will be included in the 


panel of grand jurors to report at 
he January term of the circuit 
court and probably will mark the 
irat advent of women jurors in tht 
county, 


Zlub House Planned 
For Plum Hollow 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 28, 


1933)— Further details 
for th« 


>lans for the new club house at 
he Plum Hollow golf course are 
now available and the blue prints 
for the building are now fully 
completed. 


Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Pelton, who 


are erecting the building and ex* 
pect to maintain a modern cafe in 
:onnection, 
have approved the 


The building will be 64 by 30 


feet, two stories high with base- 
ment and of brick construction; 


HEAR SYMPHONY 


(Evening Telegraph, April T, 


1927) — One of the greatest 
musical events of the season was 
.he appearance of 
the 
Little 


Symphony Orchestra of Chicago 
ast 
evening at 
the 
Family . 


Theater, presented by the Civio 
Music Association, 
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In the Dixon Area Heated by 


OIL BURNERS 


Crecrfe'd an'd designed by Mr. H. A. Howell, a lifelong resident of 
Dixon, the Howell Oil Burner, enjoys the reputation of one of the 
finest oil burning units on the market today. It has been manufac- 
tured in the Dixon area for over ten years and distribution of the 
burner has now spread throughout the midwest. Many of the original 
models of the Howell Oil Burner are still producing even, economical 
heat for Dixon residents! 


The new E Series Burner, illustrated at rigHt, is tKe encl results of tHe 
continuous research and experimentation that is carried on in Howell 
Engineering Corporation's experimental department 


More efficient furnace design and modern oil refining processes de- 
mand more efficient atomization and mixture of fuel and air. The new 
E Series with its latest design, cast construction and exclusive Howell 
design combustion head fulfills these requirements. 


'Approved by 


Underwriters 


Laboratories 


• 


^ 


-~> 
JL-A. 
7 
FURNACES 


that has everything you've ever wanted 


or asked for in an oil unit. Combining Pat- 
ented counterflow design, high efficiency, 
heavy ten gauge construction, and matchless 
jacket design WITH casing completely en- 
closed and raised from floor, pre-installed 


refactory, not a bolt 
or screw in casing, 
green hamerloid 
finish on superbly 
styled casing, and 
the matchless 
Howell Oil Burner. 


Designed and Constructed for 


Efficient Operation, Easy Installation 


Easy Service and Long Life— 


Complete Commercial and 
Domestic Heating Service 


Oil Burners 


Gas Burners 


Stokers 


Please call on us at any 
time to discuss your heating 
problems. We have free 
illustrated literature on all 
equipment handled by this 
company and%cost estimates 
are s u b m i t t e d free of 
charge. 


Howell & Reis service and 


installation personnel 


are factory trained 


• Furnaces 


• Boilers 


/• 


• Sheet Metal Work 


. 


Mr. D. Reis, General Manager of 
Howell and Reis has been associated 
with the Howell Oil Burner in a pro- 
duction and service capacity for 9 
years, plus previous 6 years with 
another heating contractor, 
lib 


qualifications as one of the communi- 
ties .leading heating contractors is 
your assurance of fair and depend- 
able heating service. 


• 


HOWELL and REIS 


HEATING CONTRACTORS 


Mr. H. A. Howell, President of the 
Howell Engineering Corp., manufac- 
turer of the Howell Oil Burners, now 
serves in a consulting capacity to 
Howell & Reis. His 15 years as a 
heating engineer will help solve your 
heating problems. 


• 


Phone '4-9021 
607 Seventh St, Dixon 
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1935... District Legionnaires Meet Here 


Homes Repaired 
By Help of FHA 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 6 


1935)—Repair work, roofing, fur- 
nace work and other rehabilitation 
jobs connected with the Dixon 
C 


ederal Housing program are pro- 


eressing at a feverish rate it was 
reported from the Chamber 'of 
Commerce headquarters by A. J 
Kowalewsky, secretary of the lo- 
cal federal housing committee 
this morning, and canvassing ol 
the city for repair work and build- 
Ing will be completed about Au- 
gust 1. 


It was reported that 50 per cent 


of Dixon has been covered by can- 
vassers and that approximately 
J^$107,149 worth of work is now in 


progress other than federal hous. 
ing, while repair work financed by 
the federal housing 
association 


amounts to more than 510,000 
here. 


The local committee expects 


more than $200,000, other than 
federal housing jobs, to be spent 
In rehabilitation of homes in Dixon 
before the better homes canvass is 
completed in about three weeks. 


9 
Painters in Dixon are all over- 


whelmed with orders, and niany 
brightly painted homes are becom- 
ing conspicuously bright and tidy 
In appearance in different parts of 
the city. 


The government does not loan 


the money, but guarantees loans 
up to a certain percentage. Banks 
loan the money. 
^Catholic School 
Gets Remodeling 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 7, 


1935)—The St. Mary's Catholic 
parochial school has been remod- 
eled this summer into one of the 
finest Institutions of its kind in 
this part of the state and was 
blessed Sunday morning by His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Ed- 
ward F. Hoban, bishop of Rock- 


Word. 


Th« acquisition of the residence 


ef the late Judge and Mrs. R. S. 
Farrand for the sisters' home 
mado enlargement of the school 
possible, and members of the par- 
ish are to be congratulated on the 
fine Institution they have provided 
for their children. 


After the blessing of the school 


and sisters' home. Bishop Hoban 
•P abrated pontifical high mass at 
t. Patrick's church. In the after- 


noon he confirmed a class at the 
Dixon stato hospital and later a 
class at the church. 
Clarence Paulsen 
Owns Dixon Hatchery 


Clarence Paulsen Is the owner 


«f th« Dixon Hatchery located at 
T7 Hennepin avenue. 


Th« company was organized in 


and now employs four per- 


sons In the business of selling 
feed, poultry equipment, hatching 
baby chicks and dressing poultry. 


The company has a branch or- 


ganization in Tampico, Illinois and 
serves Lee, Ogle and Whlteside 
counties.' 


The firm is a member of the In- 


ternational Baby Chick Associa- 
tion and the Illinois Poultry Im- 


rovement association 
of which 


LVtr. Paulson Is a past president. 
Farmer, Thieves Play 
'Drop fhe 'Kerciief 


The Telegraph on Dec. 6, 1935, 


reported that a farmer, who had 
missed some 200 chickens from his 
flock, went out to investigate, at 
his henhouse m the early morning, 
and found a red bandana handker- 


on the floor in which $41 in 
was tied. 


"The farmer has made known 


the extent of his find," added the 
newspaper, but "to date has had 
no applications for the red hand- 
kerchief." 


DR. MURPHY DIES 


Dixon was greatly shocked in 


the spring of 1935 when Dr. E. S. 
Murphy, one of the city's most be- 


_ 
Joved citizens and a physician with 


* *{m international reputation for 


notable service, died suddenly on 
March 22nd. 


800 Fight Fans 
Cheer McReynolds 


(Evening Telegraph, July 27, 


1935)—Elwood McReynolds out- 
pointed Louis Visconi of Moline in 
the feature bout of a seven-round 
card at the airport hangar Friday 
night. The bout went five rounds. 
A capacity crowd of 800 roarec 
approval. 


McReynolds and Visconi mixed 


gloves soon after their first round 
opened and after they had meas- 
ured each other off carefully. The 
Dixon boy suddenly plowed into 
Visconi with savage body blows 
and the two clinched frequently. In 
the 
second 
round McReynolds 


floored Visconi for the nine count 
but the Molineite arose and coun- 
tered with a solid left to McReyn- 
olds' jaw. 


Visconi was driven to the ropes 


again and again but McReynolds 
was unable to deliver the knock- 
out punch. 
Better Housing 
Day Is Observed 


(Evening Telegraph, June 17, 


1935)—National Better Housing 
day was observed here Saturday 
with the breaking of ground for 
the first of several new homes in 
Dixon to be constructed under this 
plan. 


Mayor William V. Slothower 


turned the first spade of earth for 
the basement of a beautiful new 
home to be constructed by Con- 
tractor Mark S. Smith & Sons at 
910 North Dixon avenue. 


Officials of the Lee county hous- 


ing program were present together 
with a group of interested citi- 
zens, all interested in the plans, 
the purpose of which is to im- 
prove and repair present homes 
and to construct new ones. 
Hallowe'en Fun 
Attracts Crowd 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Nov. 1, 


1935)—While thousands looked on, 
a five-block-long Hallowe'en pa- 
rade inaugurated 
Dixon's 
first 


Hallowe'en festival last night. 


A rain in the afternoon failed 


to dampen the ardor of the crowds 
that milled up and down the 
streets along the line of march, 
throwing confetti and joining in 
the true Mardi Gras spirit. 


The parade began promptly at 


7:30 p. m. and was followed by 
the awarding of prizes, a thrilling 
amateur boxing tournament in the 
Dixon Armory, and a street dance 
at Rink's service station. 
Huge 


throngs 
congregated 
at 
both 


amusement centers, the boxing 
matches drawing more than 700 
persons and the dance attracting 
several hundred more. 
Teachers Meef Here 
For Day's Institute 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 18, 


1935)—More than 1,200 teachers 
of the Rock River division of the 
Illinois Teachers' Association were 
assembled at the Dixon theater to- 
day in the annual one-day institute 
of that division. 


B. J. Frazer, principal of Dixon 


high school, was elected president 
of the Rock River division associa- 
tion for the coming year at the 
business meeting held this morn- 
ing. 
Government Grants 
$27,446 for Work 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 27, 


1935)—Dispatches from Washing- 
ton today stated the Works Prog- 
ress Administration had apprpved 
expenditure of 527,446 m Dixon for 
a "community center." 


Local officials stated today that 


doubtless this project is one for 
completion of improvements at 
Reynolds Athletic park, Borden 
park and Page drive, and the park 
on the south bank of Rock river. 


ELECTED SPEAKER 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 
9, 


1935)—Hon. John P. Devinc, vet- 
eran Dixon legislator, was elected 
speaker of the Illinois House of 
Representatives 
this 
afternoon 


when it convened at Springfield. 


Mayor, 1935-46 


WILLIAM V. SLOXHOWER 
In serving three four-year terms 


as head of the municipal govern- 
ment from 1935-46, William V. 
Slothower has held office longer 
than any other-Dixon mayor. 


A Dixon hardware 
merchant, 


Mr. Slothower was born at Shulls- 
burg, Wis., in 1885. He served two 
terms as a Dixon city commission- 
er from 1919-26 before becoming 
mayor. 


Mr. Slothower was a member of 


the Dixon Chamber of Commerce 
industrial committee of 1936-37, 
which was instrumental In secur 
ing the location of the F'reeman 
Shoe company and Dixon Cut Sole 
factories in Dixon. He was a presi- 
dent of the Illinois Municipal 
League in 1946. 


Prices in 1935 
The dollar—whenever a per- 


son had one or two in the de- 
pression years—went much fur; 
ther in 1935 than it does in 
1951. Comparative prices show 
marked differences. 


For instance, in 1935, adver- 


tisers in The Telegraph were 
listing such prices as: 
Coffee 
30c per pound 


Lamb chops 
28c per pound 


Fancy strawberries . .14c a box 
Cigarettes 
2 for 25c 


Men's suits 
$22.50 


Electric ice box ...• 
$87.21 


Ford V-8 
5495 


Butter 
33c per pound 


Soap chips ....3 pkgs. for 25c 


City Voters Approve 
School Auditorium 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct. 23, 


1935)—Dixon voters at a special 
election yesterday, strongly ex- 
pressed their sentiment In favor of 
completing the auditorium at the 
high school building. 


All three propositions were ap- 


proved: empowering the school 
x>ard to complete the auditorium, 
granting the school board permis- 
sion to issue $30,000 in bonds and 
adding 2.5 per cent of the total 
assessed valuation to the present 
Bonded indebtedness. 


A meeting of the board of edu- 


cation will be held at an early 
date at which formal acceptance 
of the federal grant of $23,727 will 
be made. 
Melvin Funeral Home 
Founded in 1935 


The Melvin Funeral Home at 


202 East 
Fellows street was 


'ounded in 1935 and now employs 
three people. 


The home is a member of the 


Associated Funeral Directors and 
ts ambulance service serves both 
the Dixon and Polo areas. 


NEED FURNITURE 


(Evening Telegraph. Feb. 23, 


1935) _ An unemployed family 
needs a bedstead and bed spring 
and also a table. Anyone willing 
.o donate these articles please no- 
,ify the Evening Telegraph office. 


FIRE AT ST. LUKE'S 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 25, 


1935)—The historic ( St. 
Luke's 


Ipiscopal church received $5,000 


damages in a fire last evening 
.'hich lasted an hour before fire- 
men brought it under control. 


St. Mary's Parochial School 


The remodeled St. Mary's parochial school in Dixon was completed in the summer of 
1935 and became one of the finest schools of its kind in this part of the state. The 
school was blessed on Sunday morning, Oct. 6,1935, by His Excellency, the Most Rev- 


erend Edward F. Hoban, Bishop of Rockford. 


Foreign Travelers 
Share Experiences 


Through the efforts of Miss Jane Franks, a teacher in 


the Dixon public schools, 39 persons who had traveled in for 
eign lands met at the Coffee House one evening in February 
1935. 
Following the dinner, the group went to the home 01 


Miss Esther Barton where the Foreign Travel club was or- 
ganized. Miss Jane Franks was elected president and Miss 
Barton was chosen, secretary." The purpose of the club is to 
enable members to share travel experiences. Dr. Gordon of 
Rockford was the club's first speaker. 
- Meetings are held the 
first 


Thursday evening of each month, 
October through May, at the Love- 
land Community House. A dinner 
meeting and Christmas party is 
an annual event each December. 


Anyone who has traveled abroad, 


going from the United States 'to 
a foreign country (not including 
Canada and Mexico), is eligible 
to membership m the club, which 
is limited to 75. 


Outstanding Traveler 


The outstanding traveler of the 


club was Miss Anna Geisenheimer 
who made several trips around the 
world, many to Europe, and also 
traveled in South America. Several 
other members have journeyed 
around the world and nearly all 
have traveled in Europe, some in 
South America. 


During the 16 years since its 


organization many travelers from 
other cities have addresed the club 
and have shown pictures of many 
countnes. 


Among the prominent speakers 


who have been heard are Anauta, 
the Eskimo from Baffin Land, Dr. 
Gabnele Brczina of Rockford Col- 
lege, formerly of Vienna, Dr. Jesse 
McLaughlm who was a missionary 


in the Philippines for many years 
Dr. Frank Brown of the Technica 
College of Chicago who spent 
several years in India, and Dr 
Joseph Beach who was a resident 
of China for 40 years. 


Various people from foreign 


countries living in the United 
States for a time, have spoken to 
the club also, telling of the life in 
their homelands. 


Veterans Tell Experience* 


Many very interesting talks on 


other lands have been given by 
American citizens who have work- 
ed there for a penod of time, also 
several veterans of World War H 
have told of their overseas experi- 
ences. 


Nearly awry country in the 


world has been visited by one or 
more of the travelers who have 
appeared before the club. 


In February, 1945, the tenth an- 


niversary was observed with Miss 
Jane Franks presiding. 


The 1950-51 officers are: Presi- 


dent, Ben T. Shaw; vice president, 
Mrs. Edward Samson; secretary, 
Mrs. Earl Weber; and treasurer, 
Miss Ruth Dysart. 


Willett, Engineers, 
Organized in 1935 


C. K. Willett, Consulting Engi- 


neers, is an organization of en- 
gineers and surveyors serving the 
needs of counties, municipalities, 
private firms and individuals for 
general engineering services. 


The mam functions 
are 
the 


preparation of plans and specifi- 
cations for all types of public im- 
provements such as city streets 
county roads and bridges, sewers 
water supply, drainage ditches an<J 
many others; the surveying and 
laying out of utility improvements 
across country, such 
as 
power 


lines and pipe lines; and the sur 
veying of lots and farms. 


C. K. Willett, Consulting Engi 


neers, was started In 1935. In the 
beginning, the organization con- 
sisted of C. K. Willett and G. La- 
Vere Finch with two other assist- 
ants being employed as required. 
At this time the work of the 
office consisted primarily of the 
surveying and planning of road 
mprovements for Lee county, nu- 
merous farm and lot boundary 
surveys and the layout of several 
rural cemeteries. During the year 
VIr. Willett was appointed as the 
engineer for several nearby mu- 
nicipalities, including. Rock Falls. 


Plan County Roads 


During 1935 the firm was cm- 


ployed to make surveys and plans 
for a county road in Carroll coun- 
ty. At this time the staff was 
augmented by Clifford E. Miss- 
man and Robert H. Anderson, civil 
ingmeers. 


The following spring Mr. An- 


derson left to accept an appoint- 
ment with the U. S. Engineer De- 
partment on the 
Illinois River 


[mprovement. After the construc- 
.ion season of 1936. Mr. Willett 
and Mr. Missman together with 


Duane Wood of Dixon under- 


took the compilation of a Lee 
County Atlas and Plat Book. This 
jroject, together with normal sur- 
reys and road and street jobs kept 
the staff busy during 1937. 
At 


about this time Tom Clayton re- 
.ired as City Engineer of Dixon 
and Mr. Willett was appointed to 
that position, as well as similar 
>ositions in other municipalities. 


te m 1937, the firm was em- 


ployed 
to 
prepare preliminary 


>lans for a 10-year road program 
ror the improvement of the county 
roads of DeKalb county. 


Work Increases 


In 1938 the amount of work 


had increased greatly and Mr. An- 
derson returned to take charge of 
.he sewage and water supply sec- 
;ion. 
During this year several 


sewer extensions for Dixon were 
aid out, an overall program for 
sewer extensions under the WPA 
program in Rock Falls was imti- 
ited and plans were completed 
'or intercepting sewers and sew- 
age treatment at Morrison. 


Since that time work has been 


planned for approximately 40 mu- 
nicipalities, eight 
counties and 


many other private projects. A 
>ranch office was opened in De- 
Kalb in .1948 to serve that area. 
Stanley Knetsch is the manager 
of that office nnd has a staff of 
'ive to assist him. 


The Dixon office is under the 
eneral supervision of Mr. Willett, 


assisted by Robert H. Anderson. 
Robert 
H o f m a n n, 
Colin 
E. 


Schrocdcr. Kenneth G. Flatt. Rob- 
ert H. Renwick and M. W. Hurdle. 


MZZIE KICKS BACK 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Dec. 7, 


!935)_Morrls Kruger, 17, broke 
,wo bones In his wrist last eve- 
ning .while cranking a model T 
Ford. 


Acting Mayor 


GEORGE A. CAMPBELL 


Mayor of Dixon from Nov 28, 


1934 to April 16, 1935, was George 
A. Campbell, a city commissioner 
for 30 years. 


Mr. Campbell became acting 


mayor Nov. 26, 1934, upon the 
resignation of George C. Dixon. 
He was elected to fill the unex- 
pired term by the city commission 
on Jan. 2, 1935. 


He had served as a city com 


missioner continuously from 1919, 
and some time after the 1935 
elections was appointed to fill a 
vacancy caused by the death of 
another city commissioner. 


He was re-elected to this post 


nnd served \intil his 
death on 


Mar. 29, 1950, at which time he 
was eommissioner of finance. He 
was born in 1875 at Remington, 
Ind. 


'Brown Bomber'Fails 
To Make Visit Here 


Dixon Sporting circles hoped in 


1935 to have the up and coming 
icavywcight 
prizefighter, 
Joe 


Louis, m their midst late in 1935. 


The "Brown Bomber" celebrat- 


ed his conquest of ^tax Bacr, for- 
mer title-holder, on Sept. 24, by 
marrying Marva Trotter, sister of 
a Dixon minister, the Rev. W. C. 
Trotter of the Second Baptist 
church, and the 
honeymooners 


were expected to visit him in Dix- 
on after the fight. 


The visit never materialized, but 


Elwood McReynolds, Dixon's con- 
tender for fistic fame, was invited 
to the Louis-Trotter wedding cere- 
monies in New York. 


DIESEL TRIED OUT 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. "I, 


1935)—The Diesel-electric engine 
being given a trial on the North- 
western line by its manufacturers, 
and which failed last week in Us 
'irst run, pulled the Columbine 
hrough yesterday and will pass 
;hrough Dixon today on the Pa- 
:ific Limited. 


DIXON COMPOSER 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 5, 


1935)—TWO movements from the 
Quintet No. 1 in G Major (Opus 
3) by Russell Mason of Dixon will 
be given its premiere performance 
at the musical festival sponsored 
by the Woman's club at the Ma- 
sonic Temple May 10th. 


ATTEND RADIO SHOW 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 16, 


1935)—About 800 people attended 
the Prairie Farmer WLS radio 
show at Assembly park Thursday 
night and about $50 In prizes 
were awarded by Dixon Merchants. 
A cast of 100 local persons parti- 
cipated in the show. 


Famed Educator 


L. W. MILLER 


L. W. Miller, Lee county's vet- 


eran superintendent of schools, 
concluded his 25th year as head 
of the county's educational system 
on Monday, Aug. 5, 1935. 


Mr. Miller's record at that time 


was equalled by only one other 
educator in the state and sur- 
passed by none. He was elected in 
1910. 


Lee county schools made out- 


standing progress during his ad- 
ministration and xvhen he took of- 
fice 
thcie 
were 
no standard 


schools in the county. In 1935, as 
lie began his 26th year there were 
125 accorded with recognition by 
the state and the county also had 
two superior schools. 


In 1910 there were about 250 


teachers at work in the county, 
and when Mr. Miller concluded 
his 25th year there were more 
than 300. 


His remarkable achievements in 


education stand as an unequalled 
monument of success in a pioneer- 
.ng period of rural education. 
Dixon Music 
Club Formed 


The Dixon Music club was or- 


ganized February 11, 1935 at the 
iiome of Miss Ruth Dysart. There 
were 12 charter members, of whom 
five were pianists, two violinists, 
one a cellist, one a flutist, and 
three were singers. Herbert Bain 
was the first president. 


For years the meetings were 


held, every two weeks. At the pres- 
ent time they are held on the third 
Tuesdays of the month. There arc 
now 18 members, and their wives 
and husbands are guests. 


Mrs. John Earle is president of 


the club, Mrs. Sidney Sinow is vice 
president and Mrs. Carl Spangler 
s secretary. 
The membership includes nine 
pianists, two violinists, three so- 
pranos, two contraltos, one tenor 
and one baritone. 


The purpose of the group is to 


present programs that contribute 
'.o their mutual understanding and 
pleasure in music. 


Dixon Sees Aviatrix 
On Automobile Trip 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 11, 


1935)—Amelia Earhart Putnam, 
world 
famous aviatrix, passed 


trough 
Dixon 
eastbound 
this 


morning in her big sedan, bearing 
New York license plates. 


The flier was traveling alone, 


without a hat, and her tousled 
hair, blowing in the breeze, made 
her instantly recognizable as she 
was forced to stop for the traffic 
ight at First and Galena. 


Louella Plugs City 
On Radio Interview 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 28 


935)—In a nati'-i.wide radio pro- 
gram last evening, Louclla Par- 
ions, formerly of this city, inter- 
'icwcd Charles Winningcr, at one 
ime a member of the well-known 
iVinninger brothers stock com- 
iany. 
During the conversation, Miss 
'arsons said she clearly recalled 
Icr first interview with the come- 
ian, which took place backstage 
>f the old Dixon theatre in this 
iity. 


Convention Sparks City 
With Frolic, Fireworks 


Hundreds of American Legion delegates arrived in 


Dixon for a big two-day district convention in the summer of 
1935, thus giving the city relief from the doldrums of the de- 
pression and injecting a spark of life and fun with a program 
of torchlight parades, fireworks and dances. 


The first of the ex-servicemen began to arrive early on 
Friday, June 25th, and before the 
day ended, hundreds had regis 
tcred from posts in Galena, Han 
over, Freeport, 
Forrcston, Ro 


chelle, Mt. Morris, Sterling, Morri 
son, Amboy, Savanna, Tampico 
Lanark, Erie and Dixon. 


Band Concert 


On the first night of the con- 


Vention, a band concert was held 
at the specially prepared midway 
along River street. It is reported 
that the Dixon Civic band selected 
all the old wartime favorites to 
jet the "boys" into a proper mood 
of fellowship. 


A big torchlight parade delight- 


ed Dixon's citizens that 
same 


night as the delegates and their 40 
& 8 box cars moved in circus-like 
frolic through the streets. 


The dance, sponsored by the 


Auxiliary, was held at the Moose 
hall, 410 West First street and 
starting at 10:30 the midway was 
in full swing and the festivities in- 
cluded a bathing beauty contest, a 
full panorama of shows, rides, Ger- 
man bands, jug bands, contests 
and concessions along River street 
between Peoria and Galena ave- 
nues. 


Bimlnemi Session 


On the second day of the con- 


vention the serious business of the 
organization was conducted at a 
general session at Legion hall 
where the 
delegates expressed 


their renewal in American Legion 
as a community building frater- 
nity and a 'bulwark of American- 
ism. 


The meeting was climaxed by 


an address by department com- 
mander Paul (Army) Armstrong 
who discussed the menace of 11 
legally entered aliens and their ef- 
fect on juvenile delinquency. 


In the afternoon a gigantic pa- 


rade with its pageantry of smart- 
ly-dressed bands, Ingenious floats 
and columns of uniformed Legion- 
naires moved through the flag-be- 
decked Dixon streets with bunting 
of red, white and blue over store 
facades and pennants draped 
above the light posts. 


Firework* DUpUy 


In the evening one of the larg- 


est crowds of people ever assem- 
bled in Dixon swarmed over the 
south bank of Rock River to 
watch the fireworks spectacle of 
bombs and colored fire set-pieces 
displayed on the north shore. II 
was the first display of its kind 
witnessed 
in Dixon for many 


years. 


At midnight a dance was held 


at Legion hall, climaxing the two 
days of fellowship for the Legion- 
naires, and a program of excite- 
ment and color In which Dixon 
citizens shared. 


125 Workers Begin 
County WPA Job 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 31, 


1935)—Approximately 
125 men 


from the vicinity of Dixon and 
Amboy will start work on the 
county WPA project Friday. 


Highway commissioners of scv- 


iral townships of Lee county 
gathered at the courthouse this 
norning to receive final Instruc- 
.ions for opening the county's 
Works Progress Administration 
program, with Fred Lcake, county 
ilghway superintendent, presiding. 


Dixon Birds Take 
Big Honors at Show 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 23, 


1935)—Members 
of 
the 
Dixon 


Canary Breeders club, organized 
.wo weeks ago, won national rec- 
>gnition at the annual show of the 
National Canary Breeders Federa- 
ion at Chicago Saturday when 
Willard Bunnell, organizer of the 
Dixon club, brought home three 
ibbons for first, second and third 
n the warbler class. 


Mrs. Guy Harmon of this city 
ame within four points of win- 
ling the national championship in 
he roller canary class, and Mrs. 
Harry Hulshart of Dixon was 
.warded first diploma for her en- 
ry in the warbler class. 


Laborers Begin 
WPA Park Job 


(Evening Telegraph. Oct. 22. 


1935)—A force of 30 laborers will 
start work Friday morning at 
Raynolds athletic field on the com- 
pletion of the-public recreational 
park and athletic field on the first 
WPA project in Lee county, an- 
nounces J. E. Reagan, who Is in 
charge of WPA projects in Lee 
county. 


The project provides for con- 


struction of a field house equipped 
with shower baths and rest rooms; 
two sections of movable bleachers; 
the completion of the grading and 
seeding of the field and enclosure 
of the property with a six-foot cy- 
clone fence. 


Mr. Reagan said today that 


within six weeks every employ- 
able man on the Lee county relief 
rolls would be working on some 
of the county projects. 
Loon Corporation 
Serves Since '35 


The Community Loan Corpora- 


tion at 96 Galena avenue, has been 
serving Dixon and the surrounding 
area since 1935. The present man- 
agement took over control In No- 
vember, 1946 and has Increased th* 
assets of the firm considerably 
since that time. 


The Community Loan Corpora- 


tion is a personal finance company 
engaged in the businea of loaning 
up to $500 to meet family emer- 
gencies or to help families to con- 
solidate their bills into one month- 
ly payment. 


The Community Loan Corpora- 


tion with main offices at DeKalb, 
operates a branch at Dixon and 
five others in Illinois. These, are 
located in Sterling, LaSalle, Peru, 
Aurora and Mattoon. 


The firm's 
president, O. I. 


Stevens, lives In DeKalb. He ha» 
had over 25 years experience in 
the business. 


The firm's Dixon manager in 


H. P. Becke. 
Highway Building 
Dedicated Here 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 16, 


1935)—Several state highway de- 
partment 
officials 
accompanied 


Qov. Henry Horner to Dixon this 
afternoon for dedication of the new 
$70,000 highway department build- 
ing In Dcmenttown at 2:30 p. m. 


The governor arrived in Dixon 


at 1:30 p. m. and was received by 
Mayor William V. Slothower, Hon. 
John Dcvine and other officials. 
The Dixon Civic band played •. 
short concert before the talks by 
the governor and city and state of- 
ficials. 


A fitting climax to the dedica- 


tory ceremonies will be a free pub- 
ic dance In the large new struc- 
ture tonight at 7:30, when hun- 
dreds are expected to attend. 


LITTLE BUT LOUD 


The Telegraph reported on Nov. 


26, 1935, that a small Dixon boy 
shot an arrow into the air and it 
fell across two transmission lines 
carrying 33,000 volts of electricity, 
causing an explosion which Inter- 
upted electric service in 37 north- 
ivest Illinois towns and cities. 


PAGE OF PICTURES 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Oct. 8, 


93!»— Although a new Telegraph 
cature—a page of latest pictures 
if the world's newt—ha* been in 
use less than two weeks, numerous 
ubscribers have commenced fa- 
rorably on them. 


TAX TOKENS APPEAR 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 5 


935)—The new tax tokens hav« 


made their appearance in several 


f the stores in Dixon. Supplies of 
he tokens were received over the 
weekend. 


Highway Building Dedicated by Governor 
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Dixon's state highway department building at the corner of Depot avenue and Ninth 
street in Dementown was dedicated on Nov. 16, 1935, by Governor Henry HoYner. 
The building was erected at a cost of $70,000. The structure was built for.use as head- 


quarters for highway engineers and a state garage. 
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1936... Mercury Runs Gamut for Year 


Dixon Lions Club Began 
With 26 Members in '36 


The Dixon Lions club, a member | 


of Li<us International, was char- 
tered April 23, 1936. and the first 
officers elected were: C. K. Willct, 
president; 
Herbert Bain, secre- 


tary: and Walter Smith, treasurer. 


There were 26 members when 


the club was first organized here, 
and today there are 56 members. 
The club "meets each Tuesday noon 
at the Nachusa hotel. 


The officers at the present time 


L. W. Hinkle, 
president; 


are: 


Dr. 


Evar Swanson, first vice presi- 
dent; Ed Mack, second vice presi- 
dent; Norman Wallin, third vice 
president; Earl C. Kennedy, sec- 
retary-treasurer; Homer Erzinger, 
Tail Twister; 
Paul Johns, Lion 


Tamer; Max Van Scoy. immediate 
past president; and Claude Smith, 
Vic Eichler, Ed Merrick and Leo 
Miles, directors. 


Throughout the year the club 


provides eye 
examinations, and 


glasses when needed, for needy 
children. 


The club provides white canes 


and other helpful items for the 
blind. 


A ceiling book projector—which 


is for the help and pleasure of any 
bed-ridden pati«t, was purchased 
by the club. The machine projects, 
In large print, page by page, con- 
trolled by the patient, on the ceil- 
ing of the room. This projector is 
kept at the city library and is 
available to anyone who is quali- I Scout Troop. 


fied and makes application. 


Each summer the Dixon Lions 


entertain the children and staff 
of the Nachusa and Peek homes at 
n picnic in Lowell park. The club 
entertains these same folks at a 
big Christmas party every year. 
The children are entertained, gifts 
are given out by Santa Claus, and 
refreshments are served. 


Several years ago the club de- 


cided to get all school children in- 
terested in taking part in a big 
parade on Hallowe'en night. The 
event proved to be a big success 
and has been one of the big events 
that all the children in Dixon pub- 
lic schools look forward to every 


conjunction 
with 


"Luella 
Parsons- 


yjar. 
' In 1941. in 
Dixon's 
big 


Ronald Reagan Day", the Dixon 
club sponsored and engineered a 
gigantic beauty contest. This beau- 
ty contest brought girls from ten 
different cities around this area. 
The young lady who was chosen 
as the "Queen"—at the grand ball, 
which climaxed the three day cele- 
bration was Miss Toni Harding, 
of Morrison, She was sent to Hol- 
lywood on an all-expense tour. 


For several years the club has 


sponsored 
the 
Boy Scout Civic 


Day. The Boy Scouts "Take over" 
the town—from mayor, on down 
the line. 


The club also sponsors a Boy 


Jaycees Formed in 1936 
By 25 Young Dixon Men 


The Dixon Junior Chamber of 


Commerce was formed on Septem- 
ber 21, 1936, when 25 enthusiastic 
young men gathered at a banquet 
at the Nachusa hotel, and articles 
for the constitution were drawn 
up and accepted. 


Courtney Ryan was named first 


president of the new Jaycees 
organization and the state charter 
was received early the next year. 
The organization "immediately en- 
tered upon civic 
activities 
by 


planning for a three-day 
fall 


festival to be held in Dixon during 
October. 


Other officers were: vice presi- 


ndent, John Cornwall; secretary, 
Edwin Eichler; treasurer, John 
Cahill; and directors. Fred Hof- 


_mann, Lyle Prescott, Glenn Cort- 


right, Joe Miller, Carl Plowman, 
Herbert Bain, R. Kleaveland, Leo 
Miller and Morey Pires. 


Develop Civic Interest 


The Jaycee membership is made 


up of young business and pro- 


< fessional men who are interested 


In developing civic interest in the 
community and in training young 
people for leadership In civic af- 
fairs. 
The organization im-ites 


all men from 21 to 35 to become 
members. 


The Junior Chamber is a non- 


profit organization, financed by 
various functions which it spon- 
sors from time to time. Among 
regular functions are the annual 
Christmas 
benefit 
dance, 
the 


annual "Old Timers" benefit bas- 
ketball game each January and the 
annual pancake dinner, the first of 
which was held In-March, 1951. 


The Jaycees support the Red 


Cross, Friends of the 
Library, 


Polio drive, Yanks Who Gave, 
Goodfellows, TB association activi- 
ties and other worthwhile chairty 
fund-raising drives. 


Gave Police Radio 


The Junior Chamber sponsored 


a two-year campaign which re- 


sulted in the presentation of the 
present two-way radio system in 
1948 to the Dixon police depart- 
ment. In 1950 the group donated 
20 basket swings to the city park 
system. 


During April, 1951, the Jaycees 


have caried on a safety campaign, 
dealing in all phases of city safety, 
including the sponsoring of safety 
patrol work by high school and 
grade school pupils 
for which 


prizes are awarded, operation of a 
safety inspection lane, distribu- 
tion of pamphlets on safety to 
motorists and recommendations to 
the city council for improvement 
of safety measures. 


In February, 1950, the Jaycees 


again became affiliated with the 
United State Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, after having operated 
for several years as an independ- 
ent organization. 


Meeting Date* 


The Dixon Junior Chamber of 


50 members meets the first Tues- 
day of every month at the Land- 
mark restaurant in Grand Detour, 
and 'the board of director* holds 
its meetings each third Tuesday 
at the Loveland community build- 
ing. 


Past 
presidents 
have 
been: 


Courtney Ryan, 1937-38; Fred Hof- 
mann, 1939; Clyde Young, 1940; 
Joe Judge, 1941; 
Lyle 
Myers, 


1942; C l a r e n c e Vroegindewey, 
1943; Mark Keller, 1944-45;- James 
Bales, 1946; John Bovey, 1947; 
Earl Slagle, 1948; Charles Ballard, 
1949; and Arnold Swan, 1950. 


Officers for 1951 are: 
President, James Hey; first vice 


president, John Selgestad; second 
vice president, John Donald Em- 
mert; secretary, Vernon 
Swan; 


treasurer, James Green; directors: 
Phil Hammond, Sid Sinow, Virgil 
Childers, 
Bob Jacobson, 
Jack 


Lichtenheld and Arnold Swan, who 
is immediate past president. 


$100,000 Paid 
In Vet Bonuses 


(Evening Telegraph, June 20, 


1936)—Estimates today placed the 
amount of cashable bonus bonds 
for veterans in Dixon at a new 
figure in' excess of $100,000. 


A few checks were contained 


in the mails this morning and a 
small number were received yes- 
terday. 
Many of the veterans 


have not chosen to cash the bonds 
and will hold them until a future 
date. 


Automobile dealers were ex- 


pected to reap a considerable bene- 
fit from the cashed bonds, with 
payment of debts and improve- 
ment of properties next to be 
credited with the benefits. 


Dixon I7ps Salaries 
Of Police, Firemen 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 18, 


1936)—All members of the city 
police and fire departments re- 
ceived an increase in salaries as 
a result of passage of a new or- 
dinance, by • the city commission 
last evening. • 


The increase amounts to 7 per 


cent for each Individual. 
Sev- 


eral months ago a 10 per cent re- 
duction was ordered by the coun- 
cil. 


RUNAWAY HORSE 


So rare were horses by 1936, 


that The Telegraph printed »n 
Item under the heading, "Extra!" 
"Extra!" on Feb. 18, as follows: 
"Bob Adams, veteran Dixon black 
smith, caught a runaway horse in 
front of his residence on Third 
•treet Monday afternoon." 


Relief Figures Low 
For Lee, Ogle Area 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 5, 


1936)—Figures just released by 
the IERC in Chicago show that 
fewer families are on relief in Lee 
and Ogle counties—which com- 
prise 94.6 per cent of Dixon's 
trading territory—than in any of 
the surrounding counties. 


This indicates that citizens of 


these two counties have more 
money, collectively, to spend with 
merchants, with 321 families on 
relief in Lee county and 125 in 
Ogle county. 


Less Than Thousand 
Apply for Pensions 


(Evening Telegraph. Aug. 25, 


1936)—Less than 1,000 residents 
of Lee county will be entitled to 
receive old age assistance, it was 
revealed today by records of the 
county bureau at the courthouse 
by the 817 applications filed. 
' 


To date there have been 405 


applications forwarded to Spring- 
field and 285 have been approved, 
making a total of $2,700 being 
paid monthly to applicants in the 
county. 


INTREPID TED WINS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 13, 


1936)—Intrepid Ted Wallin, trail- 
ing two *eu and almont over- 
come with heat, proved his right 
to the tennis 
championship of 


Dixon and the Telegraph silver 
trophy in the finals Sunday on the 
Dixon high courts when he sub- 
dued hurd-drivlng Howard Quick 
Uire* Mt* out of fivt. 


'Magic' Mirror 
Attracts Crowd 


(Evening Telegraph,_ May 
14 


1936)—Probably a tho'usand per- 
sons have visited the Tom Mc- 
Reynolds home at 601 Madison 
avenue in the past two days to 
view what 'might be termed a 
phenomena in a large mirror of 
a dresser, which appeared Satur- 
day as 
Mrs. 
McReynolds was 


polishing the mirror. 


Skeptics have advanced theories 


for the 
appearance 
of several 


distinct figures on the 
mirror, 


claiming them to be dust deposits 
or a defect in the quick silver 
backing, but nevertheless, 
the 


phenomena remains. 


A distinct likeness of a woman's 


head with heavy flowing hair; 
an arrow point and a part of the 
shaft, four inches long; a clutched 
left hand and the outline of an 
Indian's head with feathers and a 
band about 
the forehead 
are 


visible in the mirror. 


Some have suggested to Mr. and 


Mrs. McReynolds that they charge 
an admission^fee 
to 
view 
the 


mirror, but'tfiey have declined and 
welcome their hundreds of visitors 
throughout the day and until late 
at night. 


£ 


Queen Contest 
Feature of Fair 


The fourth annual Lee county 


'air and horse show held August 
29-30, 1936, had a queen and four 
maids-in-waiting to reign over its 
festivities. 


The queen was elected after a 


spirited contest sponsored by Dix- 
on merchants in which MisS Pearl 
Neff was chosen for the honor 
by garnering a total of 11,768,900 
votes. Runners-up who became 
maids-in-waiting, 
were 
Misses 


Vivian Stiles, who received 11,- 
756,300 votes; Helen Carson, 11,- 
259,200; Sara Egan, 10,091,400; 
and Jean Bovey, 5,430,400. 


The queen was awarded a $150 


diamond ring, while the maids 
each received a $50 wrist watch. 
They were presented at the fair 
and horse show by Mayor William 
V. Slothower. 


The Telegraph announced that 


the fair and horse show broke all 
records in number of entries and 
attendance. 
London Speaks 
On Tour Here 


Gov. Alf M. Landon of Kansas, 


Republican candidate for president 
in the 1936 campaign, arrived in 
Dixon on Aug. 21, 1936, on a 
speaking tour. 


The Republican made a brief 


speech during his few minutes 
stay in Dixon, and The Telegraph 
announced that at least 20,000 
>eople greeted the Kansas gover- 
lor in a reception at the North- 
Vestern station. 


Speaking also during the gath- 


ering was 
C. Wayland Brooks, 


Republican candidate for Illinois 
governor and a former resident 


Dixon, who was introduced by 


larry C. Warner, 
Lee 
county 


Republican chairman. 


On the afternoon before Gov. 


>andon's arrival in the evening, 
Phe Telegraph announced that' 
Dixon Policeman John Bohnstiel 
and 
Harry 
Jones directed 
16 


ramps "to points north, south, 
east and west," in preparation for 
he Republican leader's arrival. 
?op Kicks Package, 
Finds Lost $5.000 


Stung when a street cleaner 


complained that he had just fin- 
shed sweeping the street. Officer 
Jesse F. Mclntire on Oct. 13, 1936, 
>lcked up the package, he had 
ticked into the street. 


It contained $5,000 in currency. 


A few minutes later the loser, a 
new inhabitant, came searching 
and the money was returned. The 
oser refused to discuss his fortu- 
nate experience with Telegraph 
reporters. . 


Bee Catcher Finds 
Booming Job Here 


On June 20, 1936, The Telegraph 


reported that 'Charles Long of 
Dixon had been recently occupied 
n a new task which confronted 
ctly officials—that of bee catcher. 


"This morning," said the news- 


paper, "Charlie was called to the 
extreme west end of the city to 
collect a swarm of bees. While en- 
gaged in this task, he received an- 
)ther call to the home of Mrs. H. 
U. Bardwell, 612 East 
Second 


street, where a swarm had taken 
command of the rear porch." 


WINS TITLE TWICE 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 9, 


1936)—Dixon high school's grid- 
iron warriors won a 14-8 victory 
over Rochelle at Mt. Morris Sat- 
urday to make undisputed claim to 
a second consecutive North Cen 
tral Illinois conference champion- 
ship. 


WILL DURANT SPEAKS 


' Will Durant, famous 
philoso- 


pher, traveler, author and educa- 
tor, addressed the Rock River di- 
vision of the Illinois Teachers as- 
sociation on Oct. 16, 1939, in 
Dixon, 


Dixon and Rock River in 1936 


Dixon looked like this from the air in 1936, after the erection of the Peoria avenue 
memorial bridge in 1930 and 'before the old Galena avenue steel bridge was razed in 
1938 to. make way for the present modern bridge which was completed in 1939. The 
scene shows that Dixon was well on the way to becoming the modern, industrial city 


that it is today. 


New Hall Ready 
For Class of '36 


The largest graduating class in 


the history of Dixon up to that 
time, 161 boys and girls, partici- 
pated in commencement exercises 
in the newly completed Dixon high 
school auditorium on June 5, 1936. 


The new 565,000 addition put the 


finishing touches on the 
Dixon 


high school, which had been com- 
pleted and dedicated in 1929. The 
auditorium had not been complet- 
ed at that time because of lack 
ot funds. 


The auditorium, completed on 


May 28, 1936, was constructed un- 
der a federal public works admin- 
istration program by which 45 per 
cent of the cost was assumed by 
the federal government. 


The high school addition was 


equipped with opera 
chairs to 


seat 1,171 persons, was of modem 
construction and was fire proof,' 
representing the completion of the 
original architectural plans 
for 


Oie high school. 


Plan Sound System 


Other plans called for installa- 


:Jon of a sound system and the 
enclosure was finished with ac- 
coustical plaster for sound effects. 


Open house and baccalaureate 


ceremonies held on Sunday, June 
], drew a capacity crowd to over- 
low the new auditorium, when 
the Rev. Lloyd W. Walter, pastor 
of St. Paul's Lutheran church, 
delivered the sermon. 


Judge Harry Edwards of Dixon 


delivered the commencement ad- 
dress to the 161 members of the 
:lass. 


Show Named Again 
To Head C of C 


(Evening Telegraph. 
Apr. 8, 


_936)—At an organization meet- 
ng of the Dixon Chamber of Com- 
merce Tuesday night, George B. 
Shaw was re-elected president for 
1936-37. 


Chairman Dement Schuler and 


Victor and Joseph Eichler_ of the 
membership committee reported 
an increase of 79 members dur- 
ng the year. 


Writers Use Bible 
To Gather History 


(Evening Telegraph. Sept. 30, 


1936)—A federal WPA 
project 


providing for gathering historical 
lata of Dixon, Lee county and 
surrounding territory, is now in 
progress. 


Some of the historians have 


been soliciting at the city hall re- 
garding a second Noah's ark, 
which was reported to have been 
built here some years ago, and a 
second instance in which an indi- 
vidual made an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to walk on the waters of 
Rock river. 
Dixon's Team Takes 
Grain Judging Title 


(Evening Telegraph, June 23, 


1936)—Dixon's team has won the 
slate championship in grain judg- 
ing in the recent annual judging 
contest for vocational agriculture 
students at the college of agricul- 
ture. University of Illinois. 


They are Stephen Berci and 


Robert Williams, while John N. 
Weiss Is their teacher and coach. 


COMEDIAN HERE 


(Evening Telegraph, July. 27, 


1936)—Few people realized it but 
Joe E. Brown, 
film 
comedian, 


drove through Dixon with a party 
of his 
friends 
en route 
from 


Peoria 
to ' Chicago 
Saturday. 


Brown Is working on his new fea- 
ture film, "The Earthworm," In 
Peoria, 


Chief's Life Saved 
As Pistol Misfires 


The Telegraph reported that on 


Aug. 7, 1936, three Chicago hood- 
lums had been arrested by Chief 
of Police J. D. Van Bibber and 
Patrolman 
John 
Bohnstiel and 


were being carried by auto to the 
jail when one drew a pistol and 
snapped it four times at the Dixon 
chief of police. 


The thugs were subdued by the 


two officers and it was found that 
the pistol was loaded, but had 
failed to fire. The prisoner who 
pulled the gun was later sentenced 
to the state penitentiary. 


Dixon Fall Festival 
Attracts Big Crowds 


Dixon held a three-day fall fes- 


tival on Oct. 20-22, 1936, which 
thousands of 
persons 
attended 


after the event was advertised in 
scores of towns in the area. 


The festival featured a Mardi 


Gras parade, dedication of 
the 


new Borden Cheese factory, con- 
tests, band concerts, a" midway, 
observance of Beier bakery's 67th 
birthday, a free barbecue with 
five tons of beef, dances, a 51,000 
fireworks display and rural ex- 
hibits. 
Old Age Pensions 
Begin Arriving Here 


(Evening Telegraph. July 11, 


1936)—The first of the old age 
pension checks were received in 
Lee county this morning, it was 
announced at noon today from the 
Lee county welfare department 
headquarters at the courthouse. 


At that hour it was reported 


that 38 applicants had received 
their first checks from the office 
of the state auditor at Springfield. 


Dixon Oil Company 
Began April 1936 


The Dixon Oil company, estab- 


lished in April, 1936, has been lo- 
cated at the present address, 812 
Dement avenue, since 1938. 


The company deals in petroleum 


products and home heating oil 
burners and for this purpose, em- 
ploys four persons. 
The firm is 


authorized 
dealer 
for 
Conoco 


products and Gilbarco oil Burner 
units and serves all Dixon and 
part of Lee county. 


City Library Given 
Painting by Brooks 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept, 30, 


1936)—Tomorrow at 8 p. m. there 
will be presented to the Dixon 
Public Library, a painting. "The 
First House in Dixon," done by 
Noah Brooks. 


There are but two 
of 
these 


priceless 
paintings in existence, 


the other 
belonging 
to George 


Dixon. 
The painting is to be 


given to the library by John E. 
Moyer as administrator of his late 
wife's estate. The painting was 
the property f>t Isaac S. Board- 
nan and came into Mrs. Moyer's 
possession 
after 
her 
father's 


death. 
Printer 'Pi-Eyed' 
As King Abdicates 


That the romance of the age, 


when King Edward VIII renounced 
his throne as ruler of the British 
Empire on Dec. 10, 1936, to marry 
an American commoner, Wallis 
Warficld Simpson, affected even 
the staff of The Telegraph, is indi- 
cated by the following headline on 
that date: 


"Donations to Goodfcllows* Fund 


Coming In Slowly; Appeal Made— 
Renounces Throne for Love." 


Projects Employ 
Many Dixon Men 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
May 8, 


1936)—There will be a minimum 
of "unemployment in Dixon and 
Lee county during the summer, 
according to the records of the 
national re-employment offices at 
the city hall, Chairman Tim Sul- 
livan has announced. 


A total of 12 projects in Lee 


county are providing employment 
for a large number of men. Ap- 
proximately 250 men have been 
furnished employment through the 
local office since the first of the 
year, it was estimated. 


Construction of the Dixon sew- 


age treatment plant and sewer 
extension system and the exten- 
sion of state route 71 will furnish 
employment for several hundred 
men. 


Pigeon Finds Home 
Aiiei Refueling 


A homing pigeon did just that 


in Dixon on Aug. 27, 1936. 


The Telegraph reported that on 


that date "an exhausted homing 
pigeon, bearing 
leg bands in- 


scribed 'Chicago 44343' flew into 
The Telegraph press room." 


The bird was taken to Millway 


Hatchery, the newspaper said, and 
fed, and was kept in the hatchery 
overnight. 


"The hatchery released it this 


morning," announced the news- 
paper, "but it hung around there 
all day." 
Good Deed Receives 
No Thanks in 1936 


(Evening Telegraph. 
July 13, 


1936) — Robert Knapp says he 
wonders if it pays to be a Good 
Samaritan. 


Thursday night, he recounts, he 


discovered a small blaze in a car 
parked near the Dixon National 
bank, and immediately rushed to 
his own auto, secured a blanket 
and smothered the blaze before it 
assumed critical proportions. 


Just as he had completed his 


good deed, at the expense of a 
badly singed blanket, he says, the 
owner of the car appeared, jump- 
ed in it and drove off without a 
word of thanks. 
Watchdog, Chickens 
Taken by Thugs 


The Telegraph reported on Sept. 


23, 1936. 
that 
when 
chicken 


thieves stole 300 fowls from a 
farm owned by a 
Dixon 
man, 


they were confronted by the far- 
mer's watchdog. 


They took the dog along too. 


FALLS 85 FEET 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 13, 


1936)—Dale Newcomer of this 
city, a lineman, fell 85 feet Satur- 
day without breaking any bones 
and apparently suffering no lasting 
ill effects,- from a steel tower at 
Sterling. 


MATTER OF HOLES 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 23, 


1936)—Through a typographical 
error last evening it was stated 
that the correct number of holes in 
the huge Swiss cheese displayed by 
the Borden company was 3,459. 
The number of holes estimated 
by judges was 3,959,- 


WINS GOLF MATCH 


(Evening Telegraph, July 10, 


1936)—Dixon Country club,-top- 
ping the field of Lincoln Highway 
association golf clubs with 167 
points, overwhelmingly won the 
annual tournament of 72 holes 
against 
bogey her* Thursday 


afternoon. 


Dips to 24 Below in Cold 
Hits 110 Above in Summer 


The citizens of Dixon underwent 


what was possibly the city's great- 
est weather extremes in 1936, 
when the mercury ranged over the 
thermometer scale from 24 degrees 
below zero on January 22. to 110 
degrees above on July 14. 


Adding- to the discomfort of city 


and county citizens were a 40-mile- 
an-hour gale in January, a bliz- 
zard which blocked roads and left 
snowdrifts 10 to 15 feet deep in 
February, and during the summer 
dust storms and a drought which 
scorched 
crops and diminished 


water supplies, leaving the intense 
heat to make the peril of fire a 
constant problem. • 


The severe cold wave began on 


Jan, 18, sweeping throughout the 
middle west and sent thermome- 
ters plunging- as residents dug in 
for the colder weather to follow. 
On Jan. 20, the mercury dropped 
to nine degrees below, and on Jan. 
22, to 19 below. Scores of residents 
and school children suffered casu- 
alties from the weather. 


Drops to 2-i Below 


But the worst was yet to come. 


At 7 a.m. on Jan. 23, the tempera- 
ture for Dixon stood at 24 degrees 
below zero, and The Telegraph re- 
ported that automobiles stalled in 
snowdrifts and traffic was almost 
at a standstill, residents suffered 
from frozen ears, fingers and feet, 
and scores of social activities were 
hurriedly postponed. 


Frozen water pipes were report- 


ed, and fires broke out all over the 
city from overheated furnaces and 
chimneys, the worst being 56,500 
damages to St. Mary's Catholic 
school. 
The Telegraph 
warned 


readers that heavy snow was to 
follow the bitter cold wave. 


The temperature continued to 


hover around zero, with daily low 
records running from 10 to 20 de- 
grees below. On Jan. 31, The Tele- 
graph reported that the prospect 
of a coal shortage in Dixon was 
causing "some alarm-." 


80 Snow Plows Work 


On Feb. 4, the newspaper re- 


ported that 80 snow plows were at 
work in the Dixon district in at- 
tempts to keep the main traffic 
arteries open. 


Although slight let-ups in tem- 


peratures gave citizens some relief 
the heavy snows continued, and on 
Feb. 7, The Telegraph announced 
that snow drifts had piled from 10 
to 15 feet deep, with 80 per cent of 
rural roads and 50 per cent of the 
county 
highway 
system 
roads 


closed. 


The next day, on Feb. 8, the 


newspaper reported that a blizzard 
was blasting a new cold wave into 
the state, and that all north and 
south highways in the district had 
been blocked by the snow and high 
winds. 


Roads, Railroad Blocked 


On Sunday, Feb. 10, all high- 


ways out of Dixon were completely 
blocked and 90 snow plows were at 
work. The Illinois Central Free- 
port-Clinton line through Dixon 
was blocked, while other train 
schedules were canceled. The Bor- 
den condensing factory shut down 
operations almost completely be- 
cause of lack of milk deliveries, 
and The Telegraph reported that 
city residents faced an egg famine. 


Each day brought reports of 


new cold waves, snow and high 
winds, and on Feb. 12, The Tele- 
graph reported that coal dealers 
were rationing their supplies. One 
Dixon family which reported a 
shortage was criticized when a 
coal dealer, answering a complaint 
that the family's coal supply was 
short, found seven tons of coal in 
the bin. 


The Telegraph announced that 


the newspaper itself had fallen 
victim to the blizzard when a ship- 
ment of newsprint was delayed. 
The format of the paper was cut 
down to seven columns for a six- 
day period until the newsprint 
arrived. 


"Worst of Century" 


After digging out of the snow- 


drifts, the citizens were told that 
all highways out of Dixon were 
closed again on Feb. 14. Telephone 
linemen began using skis to reach 
places where repairs were needed. 
On Feb. 15, all state routes to 
Dixon were opened once again, but 
to one-way traffic. Additional 20- 
below weather on Feb. 18, brought 
announcements that it was the 
most severe winter of the 20th 
century. 


During the cold wave it was an- 


nounced that about 25 water serv- 
ices a day had been thawed out by 
the water company, and on Feb. 
21, the Chamber of Commerce be- 
gan to make plans to dynamite the 
ice gorges when the Uiaw began. 


Heat Wave Arrive* 


Along with ominous headlines 


of a drought and a plague of grass- 
hoppecs over the nation, The Tele- 
graph on July 2, announced that 
Lee county1 rainfall for June, nor- 
mally three inches, was only 1.58 
inches. A light rain was announced 
for the day before. 


On July 5, a high of 98.5 de- 


grees was announced for Dixon. 
The thermometer Jumped to 102 
degrees the next day, reaching its 
highest since 1934. On July 8, the 
mercury hit 102 again and on July 
9, a Dixon man caused laughs 
by wearing his rubbers while the 
temperature was at 100. 


On July II, The Telegraph an- 


nounced a temperature of 105, 
which WM the hottest line* the 


106 registered in 1934. On Sunday, 
July 12, the temperature mounted 
to 108 to set an all-time record. 


River at Low Ebb 


The Telegraph announced on 


July 13, that Rock river was at 
its lowest ebb since 1934, and that 
when a Palmyra farmer's setting, 
hen was driven from her nest by 
the heat, the scorching sun com- 
pleted hatching the eggs. 


The newspaper advised its read- 


ers to take a salt tablet to be com- 
fortable during the heat wave, and 
began running a front-page col- 
umn on numerous sidelights caused 
by the terrific heat. , 


The next day, July 14, the news- 


paper reported a new all-time rec- 
ord temperature when the mercury 
mounted to 110 degrees in the 
shade, the "hottest temperature in 
the memory of the oldest inhabi- 
tant." 


Workers Swk Relief 


Several departments of the INU 


company changed working hours 
to conform with the heat, and City 
Clerk Blake C. Grover sent a note 
of thanks to the Dixon Water 
company for furnishing a block of 
ice to the city, hall, over which 
electric fans were allowed to blow 
to cool the rooms inside. 


On this day residents found that 


a bee' hive was located in the bel- 
fry of the Presbyterian church 
when the beeswax m«lted and 
gallons of honey began running 
down the side of the tower. A 
sleeping youth could not believe 
his eyes when he was awakened 
by a snowball thrown into his lap. 
Jokesters had gone to the trouble 
of procuring the snow from a local 
cold storage plant. • 


Although the mercury dropped 


to 98 degrees the next day, two 
heat fatalities were reported for 
Lee county. Over the rest of the 
nation the heat wave brought 
nearly'5,000 fatalities. 


Temperature Drops 


On July 16, The Telegraph an- 


nounced that cooling breezes had 
driven the mercury down to 69 
degrees during the night, but that 
"the sun rose unhindered as usual 
by clouds or rain." 


The newspaper announced on 


July 18, that two showers fell 
during the night, and the heat 
wave began to abate. 


The heat siege had brought the 


city's business to a slow pace, but- 
on this date, Saturday, one of the 
biggest shopping crowds ever seen, 
flocked the streets, and was esti- 
mated to be between 12,000 a»d 
14,000 during the evening. 


The Dixon Water company re- 


ported that it had pumped 27,235,- 
800 gallons of water during the 
hot July, more than any other 
month in its history. 


Rock Island Transfer 
Began in Dixon in '36 


The Rock Island Transfer com- 


pany moved into new quarters in 
Dixon on December 1, 1936. 


The company was established in 


local cartage and warehousing in 
Rock Island in 1918 and became 
one of the first companies to be- 
gin overland trucking. 


In 1934 the company purchased 


the Mendota Motor Service which 
gave them the operating rights to 
run into the Dixon territory. Dix- 
on at that time had no facilities 
for motor freight by a major line 
and it was decided to establish a 
terminal here. 
A building was 


located at 810 Dement avenue and 
after extensive 
remodeling, the 


new quarters were 
occupied in 


1936. 


During the war the company • 


was one of the large carriers from 
the Green Rivor Ordnance Plant 
and other Dixon factories engaged 
in war activities. A larger ter- 
minal was required and in the 
spring of 1950, the company ac- 
quired land in the 800 block on 
Depot avenue where a cement and 
aluminum building 60x80 feet, was 
erected having facilities for un- 
loading five trucks and one rail- 
road car at one time. 


The company employes 24 per- 


sons and is managed by C. L. Bal- 
lard. Assistant manager is Charles 
Sodergren and Raymond Conkling 
is the foreman. 


Dixon Men Discover 
Trumpeter Swans 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Mar. 19, 


1936)—What Harry Schuler and 
Chris Coffey saw this morning 
while driving to town from the 
north side brought a whistle of 
surprise from Harry. 


What the two at first thought 


were cakes of ice floating in the 
river were about a dozen large 
trumpeter swans, one of the rar- 
est of wildfowl on the American 
continent 
. ' 


95*1,350 FOR HOSPITAL 


(EveningVTelegraph, July 29, 


1836).—Among outright federal 
grants for seven Illinois projects 
is one of $551,250 for construction 
at the Dixon state hospital, it 
was announced yesterday. 


FRANK KNOX SPEAKS 


Frank Knox, Republican vica 


presidential candidate, amid driv- 
ing showers, addressed 500 per- 
sons at the Illinois Central station 
in Dixon on OcU 31, 1939. 
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Upstairs, downstairs, clean the pots, plant 'em. 


Phone rings, drop things...in an HOUR?!-thank 'em! 


Whew! This has been quite an adventure. We're the crazy 
kind, though—love to hustle. Done twelve years of it now .. . 
and plan to do a lot more. It's, a good feeling, giving your 
Orders all we've got. Makes us kick our heels like the twelve- 
year-olds we are. 


Friends drop in or phone when they want the finest in flowers 
... also floral gift arrangements in antiqued copper, crystal and 
pottery. They like the friendly spirit of our shop and feel .bur 
service, arrangements and quality in flowers almost match our 
enthusiasm! • 


If there's anything we can do to help you in the floral line 
let us know. Even if you want black roses we'll get them—or 
dye trying! It's been friends like you, reading this now, who 
have made these such pleasant, wonderful years. 


COOK'S FLOWERS 


108 E. FIRST ST. 
PHONE 2-1541 
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1937...Native Sons Get Welcome Home, 


Wa-Ton-Ye Club 
Started in 1937 


The Dixon Wa-Tan-Yc club, an 


organization of business and pro- 
fessional women, was organized in 
1937 with'24. members. Lucille 
Poole served as first president. 
Charter members still active in 
the club's work number eight. 


The Dixon club is a member of 


the National Association of Wa- 
Tan-Ye clubs with headquarters at 
Mason City! la., where the first 
club was organized in 1921 with 
the belief that business and pro- 
fessional women should have a 
luncheon club. They choose as 
their watchword, "service." and 
selected the name of VVa-Tan-Ye 
which is the Indian language for 
"foremost." 


In 1947 members celebrated 


their 10th anniversary 
together 


with the Frccport club with an at- 
tendance of over 100 members. 
Guests from Clinton, la., and Mor- 
rison, 111., were also present. 


The Dixon club >vas host to 


the 21st annual convention April 
27-29, 1946, more than 250 mem- 
bers attending. At present there 
are 35 clubs in"Iowa, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Illinois and Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Present officers are Margaret 


Myers, president: Edith Hall, vice 
president; Lois Harvey, secretary; 
and Gail George treasurer. Present 
membership totals 42. Meetings 
are held the first and third Wed- 
nesdays of each month. The club's 
latest project is sponsoring the 
Goodfellow Club as a year 'round 
project and it has opened a room 
at 95 
>/4 Ottawa avenue for the 


this purpose. 


The members of Wa-Tan-Ye feel 


that a small membership, care- 
fully selected, of interested busi- 
ness women, each doing her bit in 
the wide 'field of "Service" and 
taking an active part in the club's 
activities, is the best foundation 
any organization can have. 


Ethel Crawford, is a board mem- 


ber of the National Association. 
Emma Wilhelm served as presi- 
dent of the National Association 
in 1946-1947. 
Flood Reaches - 
Heights oi 1922 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 22, 


1937)—Rock river at Dixon today 
stood at the highest stage it has 
since the spring of 1922 because 
of heavy rains Saturday 
from 


Dixon north to its source, and 
with a steady rise of about .2-foot 
per hour since 10 a. m., it was 
expected by INU engineers that 
the crest of the 1922 flood would 
be reached here by nightfall. 


Heavy ice gorges west of the 


city arc holding back the water 
at this point, causing a serious 
condition from here to the Wis- 
consin state line. 


Several homes in the west part 


of the city have been evacuated 
and water has flooded numerous 
basements in the business part 
of the city, and scores of resi- 
dential basements were inundated 
this afternoon. 
' (After The Telegraph went to 
press the water rose about five 
inches higher than the 1922 flood 
crest, the newspaper stated next 
day, and citizens feared the worst 
The water began receding at this 
point, however, and fell rapidly 
until the danger of a serious flood 
was past.) 
Sewage Plant 
Opens in 1937 


(Evening Telegraph, May 11, 


1937)—Dixon's new sewage treat- 
ment plant will be in operation 
this evening, receiving the city's 
entire sewage, 


v£ections were being opened to- 


day into the vast system of under- 
ground pipes. 


The treatment plant represents 


an expenditure of slightly more 
than $250,000, of which amount 
45 per cent, or in excess of §116,- 
000, was obtained under the PWA 
federal grant, the treatment plant 
costing $90,000 and the inter 
cepting sewer system, $160.000. 


The plant is designed to dispose 


of sewage for a city of at least 
15,000 population and is expected 
to serve for at least 20 years. 


2 Lions Lick Chops 
After New Delicacy 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 5 


1P37—Two Dixon men consumec 
B portion of a Texas diamond rat- 
tlesnake before a group of friends 
today and suffered no ill effects. 


The unusual event and what 


the consumers termed a real deli- 
cacy, was served at the Rainbow 
Inn at noon today at a meeting 
of the Dixon Lions club. 


President Robert Conger and 


Dr. Raymond Worsley consumed 
the portions of Texas rattler with 
gusto and acclaim, while their fcl 
Irw Lions looked on and satisfied 
their appetites with a commonc 
bill of fare. 


WINS MUSIC HONORS 


(Evening Telegraph, May 17 


1937)—Lester Kicffer, son of Mr 


. and Mra. George Kicffer, returnee 


last evening from the nationa 
•chool orchestra contest* in Co 
lumbua, Ohio, where he 
place 


' fourth at the national final*-in th 
piano goto division. 


foung Mother's Club 
Organized in 1937 


In the autumn of 1937 a scries 
church night dinners were held 


at the Presbyterian church under 
he sponsorship of Rev. Herbert 
Doran. After the dinner the guests 
iroke up into various groups, one 
>f which was devoted to the study 
>f "Child Care and Training." At 
he conclusion of the series, in- 
crest was so great that the young 
A'omcn decided to continue meet- 
ng in the homes. 


From this small nucleus grew 
The Young Mother's Club of the 
'rcsbyterian Church," Mrs. Her- 
ert Doran was elected president 
nd .Mrs. Erma Burnhart, secre- 
ary-treasurer, and both served 
rom January, 1938 to January, 
909. There were 21 charter mem- 
ers. 
' - No Formal Objectives 
At first the club had no formal 
bjcctivcs beyond the desire of 
ach member to be a better mother 
hysically, mentally, and spiritual- 


In 1940 the club decided that a 


ormal constitution was needed 
nd the first by-laws were accept- 
d November 13. The membership 
as limited to 40. It was agreed to 
old meetings in the homes of the 
nembers each second and fourth 
Vcdncsday, except in the summer. 
Ml policies the club began the first 
ear have been maintained, includ- 
ng the fact that all members are 
ailed by their first names. 
The Parent's Magazine was used 
s a basis of study and papers were 
trepared by the members. Un- 
imited discussion became a club 
olicy. Three outside speakers 
vere heard the first year. They 
.'ere: Miss Esther Barton, then 
rincipal of the E. C. Smith school, 


Dr. Kenyon Segncr and Miss Lucia 
Dement, retired art instructor at 
Columbia university. 


Children's Party 


During the second year the first 
hildren's party was held and later 
he members entertained their hus- 
iands. On this occasion Dr. David 
lurphy was the speaker. Both of 
hcse banquets are annual affairs 
low. The club also branched into 
ivic interest by contributing to 
he Red Cross, Good Fellows and 
giving gifts to the girl paiicnts at 
.he State hospital. Many individu- 
als, families, and 
organizations 


have been helped by the club. 


In 1943 the constitution was 


amended to read: "The name of 
this club found by and in affilia- 
tion with the First Presbytertan 
church of Dixon, shall be "The 
Young Mother's Club." Its object 
shall be to provide a meeting for 
young mothers where they may 
Icvotc their time to such discus- 
ion and study of children as they 
may wish, or otherwise work to- 


•ard their children's welfare." 
There are now 29 members in 


he club. The 1950-51 officers are: 
Mrs. 
Leonard Glenn, president: 


Mrs. Emerson Rorer, vice-presi- 
ent; Mrs. Curtis Wcstfall, secre- 
ary; Mrs. Robert Wilson, trcasur- 
r; and Mrs. George Ide, historian. 


idmiral Byrd Visits 
It Hazelwood Estate 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 13, 


937)—Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 
j. S. N., world famed explorer, 
•as one of Hazelwood's most dis- 
nguishcd 
visitors 
last 
night, 


vhcn he and his manager, Lt. 
lacDonald, motored 
to 
Dixon 


lorn Princeton and spent 
the 


ight at the Dixon estate of Mr. 
nd Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen. 
Justin Dart, son-in-law of the 


Valgrecns flew out from Chicago 
n their new plane, "Skydart," in 
0 minutes this morning to return 
\dmiral Byrd and Lt. MacDon- 
Id to Chicago. 


?all Festival Draws 
15,000 Crowd Here 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Oct. 1, 


937)—A crowd of more than 
5,000 gathered early last eve- 
ling to attend the closing event 
if Dixon's annual three-day fall 
cstival and corn show. 


The feature was a drum and 


mgle corps contest in which eight 
-orps participated, with Sycamore 
vinning the silver trophy. High 
ranking drum majorette was Miss 
Betty Saathoff of Rochelle, who 
received a silver cup. 


OP Loser Arrives 


For Conference Here 


(Evening Telegraph, July 19 


1937)—Former Gov. Alfred 
M 


Landon, Republican candidate in 
the last general election, was a 
visitor in Dixon this morning en 
route for a conference with For 
mer Gov. Frank O. Lowden o: 
Illinois at the Slnnissippi farm 
near Oregon, where he was taken 
by George B. Shaw, editor of Tin 
Telegraph, after arriving at th 
Dixon airport. 


"NONE OTHER THAN . . ." 
(Evening Telegraph, April 24 


1937)—Today another dally fea 
ture starts in The Evening Tele 
graph, it is called "Brain Twiz 
zlers," and the author, who sign 
himself Prof. J. D. Flint, is non 
other than Jack Dillc, son of Mr 
and Mrs. John 
Flint 
Dille o 


Evanton, both former Dixon peo 
pie. , 


Christian, Missionary Alliance 
Church Was Dedicated in 1937 


Junior Legion Drum and Bugle Corps, 1937 
faycee& Hold Celebration 
To Fete Former Residents 


The Dixon Junior American Legion drum and bugle corps was organized in time to participate in the Memorial 


Day ceremonies of May 31,1937. The corps which numbered 42 boys, is shown receiving a wreath,of greenwood 
branches from the site of the Lincoln statue in north Dixon on Aug. 24, 1937, from Mayor William V. Slothower.. 
The wreath was carried by the corps in a parade at Springfield and later placed on Lincoln s tomb in that city. 


The church now known as The 
hrislian and Missionary Alliance 
hurch, located 
at 
Fifth 
and 


ttawa, had its beginning in 1931.' 
. was in that year that Ed 
Boycnga, Ashton, 111., was one day 
nformed that the world renowned 
pcaker, Paul Rader, would be 
roadcasting 
from 
Chicago. 


Through contacts with Mr.'Rader's 
Tabernacle, Mr. Boyenga and his 


rother, Abe, became more and 


more interested in Gospel work 
Find during the next few years they 
•athered many such interested 
riends about them, holding weekly 
rayer meetings and Bible studies. 
This group joined with Dixon 


riends of like interests and street 
nqctings were held in Dixon and 
urrounding towns during 1932 


1934. 
During the next three 


ummers, the group 
held 
tent 


ncetings in Dixon. It was as a 
esult of these meetings that this 
roup was organized into the 
>ixon Gospel League and in June, 
937 the location 'of the present 
uilding was 
purchased. 
The 


uilding was started immediately 
nd the tabernacle was dedicated 


Thanksgiving Day, 1937. The 


uilding has a seating capacity 
f 250.- 


Cost About $8,000 


The total cost of the building 
'as approximately $8,000. A high- 
ght in the history of the church 
/as the burning of the mortgage 
n Easter Day, April 9, 1944. 
Various improvements have been 


made upon the building since that 


me. At the present, plans are 
ndenvay 
for a complete re- 


lodcling job in the basement, and 
iturc plans to remodel the front 
ntrance and add a vestibule. 
In 1945 the church purchased a 
iccc of property at 1006 Hcn- 
epin avenue to be used as a 
liurch parsonage. 
The original organization of the 


Dixon Gospel League consisted 
f 23 charter members. Its full- 
ime pastor was Rev. William 
Hipp. 
His successor was Rev. 


shcrman* Miller, 
under 
whose 


linislry the Dixon Gospel League 
ccame alfiliated with the Chris- 
ian Missionary Alliance organiza- 
ion. 
This was 
done 
in 1940. 


astors who have .served 
the 


hurch since that time are: Wil- 
ard J. Martz and Malcolm Saw- 
cr. The present pastor. 
Rev, 


Slrnor B. Fitch has served since 
1947. 
At the present time the 


church's 
active membership is 


approximately 75. 


Official Board 


The church is operated by an 


eight man official board, consist- 
ng of the pastor, Rev. Fitch, two 
elders: Max .Aughenbaugh am 
Frank Shoemaker; four trustees: 
Theodore Wcntling, Gerald Noble 
Lawrence Wentling and John Len- 
nox, and Byron 
Weidman 
and 


Lewis Zigler. 


At the present time the church 


has six organizations. 
They arc 


the Sunday school. Alliance Youth 
Fellowship, 
Ladies 
Missionary 


Prayer band, 
Ladies 
Christian 


circle. Christian Mcn'_s association 
and the Junior 
Young People's 


group. 
The Sunday school was 


organized in 1937 with the begin 
ning of the church and has a 
present enrollment of 200. A cltji 
bus is hired by the Sunday schoo 
to transport many of its pupil 
from the outlying parts of th 
city.' The Alliance Youth Fellow 


MISSIONARY ALLIANCECHURCH 


hip has been an active organiza- 
lon of the church since its early 
ays. Its 
present 
average at- 


cndancc is about 22. The Ladies 
Missionary 
Prayer 
band 
was 


rganized in 1941 
and 
has 
a 


resent enrollment of 25. It meets 
monthly with the sole purpose of 


pholding 
the 
church's 
many 


orcign missionaries who serve all 
ver the world. The men of the 
hurch organized 
the Christian 


ten's association in 1947 con- 
isting now of 30 members. 
In 


948 the Ladies Christian circle 
vas organzed and has had an 
ivcrage attendance of 24. 
The 


unior Young People's group has 
Deen active at various times and at 
he present consists of 15 mem- 
bers. 


Missionary Convention 


One highlight each year in a 


Christian and Missionary Alliance 
church is the Missionary Conven- 
ion. 
At the 1950 convention the 


Dixon church pledged and has 
)aid $2700 to 
missions. 
Most 


every year the church also spon- 
sors a series of children's meetings 
which have been 
well attended 


throughout the years. 
Such a 


scries is again being planned for 
October, 1951. 
Dixon Cut Sole 
Finn Employs 105 


"Dixon Soles Keep America on 


Its Feet" is the slogan of the 
Dixon Cut Solo company which 
was organized here in 1937 and 
now employs 105 persons. 


H. M. Gcrmanson is the super- 


intendent of the company and di- 
rects all Industrial activity in cut- 
ting soles, insoles, heels and coun 
ters. 


Many of the company's fine* 


grade materials go into Dixon 
made Freeman shoes and th' 
firm's future Is closely related t 
the progress-minded F r e e m a n 
company. 


Dixon staged a grand home-, 


oming for all her native sons and 
or Northern Illinois on July 5, 
he day after Independence Day, 
,t Assembly park in 1937. 


The event, sponsored by tnc 


icwly organized Junior Chamber 
if Commerce which had received 
ts charter earlier in the year, was 
a big success and it was estimated 
0,000 people participated in the 
affair held for all former residents 
if Dixon. 


The big celebration was featured 


>y the arrival of a special train 
arrying 150 members of the Chi- 
ago Dixon club, residents of Chi- 
ago who had formerly lived in 
Dixon. 


Bands Met Visitors 


On hand sto greet. the happy 


.omecomers were the Dixon Mu- 
fiicipal band, .the State hospital 
and, the Junior, Legion drum and 
iugle corps and the Boy Scout 
rum and bugle corps of troop 89. 
'he vacationists formed into ranks 
after their morning arrival and 
araded through the city to As- 
embly park. 


Company A, 129th infantry, Illi- 


lois National Guard, entered two 
loats which were Army trucks 
arrying machine guns and rifle 
quads, 
camouflaged 
by green 


soughs. The gunners fired salutes 
.uring the parade to greet the 
lomecoming crowd. 


The T e l e g r a p h said that 


'Weather conditions were ideal 
hroughout the day and evening 
.nd the visitors spent most of the 
day at Assembly park." 


Welcomed by Mayor 


Mayor William V. Slothower 


made a welcome address to the 
ormer residents, who were taken 


REV. SHERMAN MILLER 
REV. ELMER B. FITCH 


Dixon Observes > 
Plow Centennial 


Dixon played a prominent part 


in the centennial of the steel plow, 
which was held at Grand Detour 
by the J. I. Case company to 
observe the birth of the plow at 
Grand Detour in 1837. 


The centennial observance pag- 


eant was held on June 25, 1937, 
and In connection with the cele- 
bration, the Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce sponsored an industrial 
banquet at which 300 citizens and 
industrialists 
gathered 
in 
the 


Masonic temple. 


The dinner was part of a cam- 


paign to try to get back the old 
Grand Detour plow factory, which 
had been removed from Dixon by 
the Case company, 
the parent 


firm, during the depression in 
1932. 


During the centennial celebra- 


tion on June 25, Maj. Leonard 
Andrus. one of the founders of the 
Grand Detour plow company, was 
honored by the dedication of a 
memorial to him, and The Tele- 
graph published a special edition 
on the ceremonies. 


City Blazes Forth 
In Electric Glory 


(Evening Telegraph, June 14 


1937)—Dixon's business district 
was thronged 
Saturday Evening 


with citizens and visitors who wit- 
nessed the turning on of the new 
system 
of 
ornamental 
street 


lighta. 


The Municipal band 
marched 


through the business district and 
played briefly at several corners 
Mayor William V. Slothower of 
ficlated 
at 
tho opening cere 


monies. 


for a tour of the city in private 
cars. 


Featured in the day's activities 


were boat races at Lowell park on 
Rock river. 
-, 


In the evening, said the 


paper, the Assembly park 'audi- 
torium witnesed its largest crowd 
in 20 years, and the visitors, were 
entertained by a concert by the 
Dixon Municipal band and a box- 
ing show of four bouts. 


After the boxing exhibitions, a 


large fireworks display was put 
on for the visitors, with an assort- 
ment of colored and explosive 
bombs, set-pieces and pin wheels 
blazing through the skies for air 
hour. 


"Snake That Bit Him" 


A novel feature of the Assembly 


park auditorium was an • exhibi- 
tion by a carnival employe named 
Charles Womack, who had two 
weeks before been bitten by a 
rattlesnake. Mr. Womack display- 
ed the snake that bit him, while 
lecturing on the effects of poison- 
ous snakebite. 
. 


The program of the municipJI 


band, under direction of Orville 
Westgor, was as follows: 


March 
"Amicizia," 
Egyptian 


Ballet, Allo non troppo, Allegret- 
to, Andante sostenuto. Andante 
Expressive, Allegro non troppo. 


"When My Dream Boat Comes 


Home," "Yankee Rhythm," "Tur- 
key in the Straw," "Largo," 'Reu- 
ben, Reuben," 'Little Brown Jug," 
"Chicken Reel," "Oh, Dem Golde: 
Slippers," "She'll Be Comli! 
'Round the Mountain," "The Man 
on the Flying Trapeze," "Oh, Su- 
sanna," "In a Chapel in the Moon- 
light," "Maryland," "Trombone on 
Parade," 
"Polly," and "Star 


Spangled Banner." 


Telegraph Holds 
?irst Baby Derby 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph's 
irst Baby Derby took place dur- 
ng the New Year of 1937. 


Oddly enough it was on Janu- 
ry 2 before an entrant made his 
lebut into the world and into the 
ontest sponsored by the newspa- 
er and local merchants. But on 
hat day four others followed in 
apid succession to total five of 
the prize winners for the first 
hree male and first three female 
nfants born after the New Year. 


The squalling winners, or their 


happy parents, were: 


PARENTS OF BOYS 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Bochle, 


Ohio, RFD, Jan. 2, 2:30 a. m. At- 
ending physician, Dr. C. M. Bar- 
rett. 


Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Ge- 


hant, West Brooklyn, Jan. 2, 10:15 


Attending, Dr. B. S. An- 
a. m. 
gear. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Meader, 


Dixon, Jan. 2, 1:15 p. m. Attend- 
ng, Dr. Griffin. 


PARENTS OF GIRLS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bolen, Ash- 


ton, Jan. 2, 9 p. m. Attending, 
Dr. N.-C. Calhoun. 


Mr. and Mrs. William H. Hacn- 


tsch, Franklin Grove, 
RFD 2, 


Jan. 2, 11:55 p. m. 
Attending, 


Dr. N. C. Calhoun. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Cavan- 


augh, Polo. RFD, 
Jan. 6, 
4:55 


m. Attending, Dr. J. M. Lund. 
The infants awarded prizes in 


the order listed, were: 


Master Russell 
Dean 
Bochle, 


Master Raymond Francis Gchant, 
Master Robert Wayne 
Mcadcr, 


Miss Mary Elizabeth Bolen, Miss 
Joyce Elaine Haenitsch and Miss 
Mary Katheryn Cavanaugh. 


Prizes were awarded by: Eich- 


_er Bros., Kline's, Coss Dairy, Wil- 
bur Lumber, Ware Hardware, Lo- 
rene Beauty shop, Boynton-Rich- 
ards, Smart Shoppe, Geisenheim- 
ei Co. and Massey Hardware. 


Each baby also won a three- 


month subscription to The Eve- 
ning Telegraph. 
Winners Announced 
For Animal Parade 


(Evening Telegraph, July 24, 


1937)—Prizes were awarded this 
morning to winners in the pet 
narade which wended its way 
through Dixon's streets this morn- 
ing, led by the Dixon state hospital 
band. 


Prizes were awarded as follows: 


Most unusual pet, Lois Leggett; 
largest 
animal, 
Leo 
Dietcrle; 


smallest animal. Glen Camery; 
best dressed pet, Sue Bryant; fun- 
niest animal, Jack Nixon; most 
attractive animal, Joan Ruben; 
best decorated bicycles, 
Junior 


Gardner and Mavis Westgor. 
\ 


5,000 Attend Fair, 
Horse Show in'37 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 30, 


1937)—More than 6,000 spectators 
cheered one of the most classy 
horse shows seen in Illinois at the 
Dixon airport Sunday afternoon. 


This was the final feature of 


the Lee county fair and horse 
show, which opened Friday and 
continued through Sunday. 
Dr. 


Grovcr C. Moss, association presi- 
dent, said today that this year's 
event eclipsed all previous Lee 
county fairs in recent years In 
the number of attractions. 


Shinner Meat Market 
Established in 1937 


The E. G. Shinner & Co. 


meat market at 205 West First 
street in Dixon was established in 
1937, and is one of 32 similar meat 
retail markets in Iowa, Illinois, 
Michigan and Wisconsin owned by 
E. G. Shinner. 


The establishment deals entlre- 


y in meats of all kinds, and in 
under supervision of Harold Mor- 
ris. The meat market has tiv» 
employes. 


The market uses all* the latesi 


types of refrigeration equipment 
and features a refrigerated win- 
dow display case. 
Reagan's First Movie 
Shows at Lee Theater 


On September 27, 1937, 
The 


Telegraph announced that "Lov« 
Is on the Air," the world premier* 
showing of Ronald Reagan's firs^ 
movie, would be shown at th« 
Lee theater on 
the 
following 


Sunday. 


Said the newspaper: 
"Tho picture 
brings, to 
the 


screen a brand new leading man— 
the 
big, 
good-looking athletic 


former Dixon lad, who until re- 
cently was a radio sports \com- 
mentator for a DCS Moines news- 
paper. 
They 
think 
highly of 


Reagan at Warner's and predi'fKV 
ie is going places. 


"In 'Love Is on the Air' Reagan 


by some high class amateur de- 
tective work 'is able to round up 
a gang of crooks and so keep his 
job and wins his girl and every- 
thing is lovely." 


The new movie star did not 


forget to write 
the 
homefolks 


about how homesick he was for 
Dixon, and the theater had asked 
everyone to "write Dutch and he)|jM£ 
give Dixon's own movie star a 
boost." 
Garage,Supply Firm 
Organized in 1937 


The Garage Supply company, 


dealers in automotive parts and 
equipment, is located at 207 East 
First street. The company was 
first organized 14 years ago 
June. 1937. 


Pat 
Huffman is the general 


manager of the firm and Forrest 
Shawger, sales manager. 


The modernly equipped shop oc- 


cupies 7,100 square feet of floor 
space and employs six persons. 


The company handles all kinds 


of nationally advertised parts for 
cars, trucks and tractors. The firm 
Is a member of the Motor & Equip- 
ment Wholesalers Association {»f 
Chicago. 
**• 


Mrs. Ralston Donates 
Scouts Camp in 1937 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 24, 


1937)—Fifty acres of beautifully 
wooded land have been bought by 
Mrs. John G. Ralston and donated 
to the city of Dixon as a gift for 
a Girl and Boy Scout camp as a 
memorial to her late husband, b^ f, 
loved Scout leader. 


The tract will be 
known 
as 


"Camp John Gi Ralston" and is 
located about eight miles north- 
cast of Dixon on the 
George 


Floto farm in the Lost Nation 
territory. 


KIT CARSON HERE 


On June 22,1937, the last of the 


"plainsmen," Kit Carson, appeared 
In Dixon with the Sells-Sterling 
circus for two performance!. 
/.«. 
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KLINE'S 


t* ERVICE 


S? SSURANCE 


ALUE 


XPERIENCE 


"Service" at Kline's a/ways nas an'd always will Jbe 
listed iign among things expected from our sales- 
people. We feel, and nope you will agree, fiat we 
Aave Jbeen successful in naving our "Best Foot Forward" 
in this respect. It is easy for us af Kline's to give our 
customers real service, for if can Jbe done wiffi assur- 
ance that quality and value are incorporated in the 
merchandise we sell to you. 


"Assurance" of satisfaction, from the purchases you 
mate, is yours when you Jbuy at Kline's. Assurance 
that you will return to Jbuy again is ours, Because we 
are confident of your safisfacfion. A satisfied customer 
is more valuable to us than V'usf anofner sale/ Assur- 
ance of customer comfort is Jbofn ours and yours, for 
no expense or effort has been spared in gaining this 
assurance through our recently completed "Expansion 
and Remodeling'Program" 


"Value" is a quality found in our merchandise ffiaf a 
great deal of time and space could Jbe spent in elabor- 
ating on. However, we feel that the reputation of our 
nationally known brands merchandise tells its own 
story. If "Value" had not taken the prominent place in 
our progress that it nas, fnere would Jbe no Kline's today. 
The progress we have made does not cover 100 years, 
Jbuf for the last 24 years our progress in some part, can 
be attributed to a fine job done by a tine newspaper. 
Tie Dixon Evening Telegraph. 


"Experience." The sum an'd substance of this story is 
gained through the more than 50 years experience in 
buying and selling that Kline's can offer for our custo- 
mer's Jbenefif. Real quality, real value, and real 
SAVINGS are afforded Jby the buying power of the 
many Kline Stores located in Michigan, Ohio, Iowa, 
Indiana, Illinois and Missouri. With prices skyrocket- 
ing, the. word SAVE has become a national byword 
and SAVE is just what you do when you buy at Kline's. 
The double wear of merchandise bought from us plus 
fie initial low; cost is a definite SAVING. 
KLINE'S 


FREDRICK W. HERZOfr, Mgr, 
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1938...New Lincoln Grade Sch 
S 


Building Is Completed 
At a Cost of $273,000 


" 
Dixon's modern Lincoln school, completed in 1938 at . 


cost of $273,000, was opened for public inspection on Sunday 
Jan. 23, and classes were held in the building the following 
day. More than 5,000 persons attended the open house 
ceremonies. 


Located at Lincoln avenue and 


Fifth street the new building re 
placed the E. C. Smith, Woodworth 
and Truman grade schools. 


Of the total amount which the 


new building cost, $104,726 was 
granted under the Public Works 
Administration. In June, 1936, the 
voters of the district authorized a 
bond issue of $175,000, of which 
only $145,000 was needed, not in- 
cluding the S16.000 for equipment 


The plans and specifications 


were prepared and furnished by 
the firm of Royer & Danely, archi- 
tects, of Urbana, 111. H. E. Berg- 
lund & Co., were the general con 
tractors. 


Modern in every respect with a 


view of affording the most com- 
fortable accommodations to stu- 
dents and teachers, the building is 
as near fireproof as is possible. 


Miss Barton, Principal 


At the time the building was 


opened. Miss Esther Barton was 
named principal of the new school. 
She had demonstrated her ability 
and talents for administration as 
principal of the E. C. Smith school. 


Her staff at the time the Lincoln 


school first admitted students in- 
cluded 
Savilla 
Palmer, 
Grace 


O'Malley, Nina Walrad, Gladys 
Smith, Retta Slothower. Lorraine 
Missman, Gladys Jamison, Alice 
Crandall, Lucille Johnson, Mar- 
garet Richards, Marjorie Chandler, 
Irene Weyant, Jean R. Liindberg, 
Alma Ohlmacher, Mary Riordan, 
Evelyn Schmidt, C. W. Roundy, 
Orville Westgor, Elizabeth Kruse, 
Marion Lawson and Pearl Rich- 
ards. 


Classes were started for stu- 


dents of kindergarten age and con- 
tinued through the eighth grade. 


A. H. Lancaster who has been 


superintendent of schools since 
1932, was responsible for many of 
the educational policies in the new 
building. 


At'the outset, the building offer- 


ed 17 rooms as classrooms and had 
accommodations 
for about 50( 


young students. 


Members of the Dixon Board o 


Education when the Lincoln schoo 
was opened, included: O. F. Goeke 
Frank J. Robinson, F. K. Tribou 
Charles E. Miller, Dr. David L 
Murphy, O. W. Dodd and Robert 
Warner. 
Chapel Hill 
Is Organized _.. 


Chapel Hill, a beautiful and 


modern cemetery in Dixon, was in- 
corporated in 1938 by Frank L. 
Randall when 25 acres of land were 
purchased in the 1100 block on 
North Galena avenue. 


Mr. Randall developed Chapel 


Hill with an ideal In mind that 
cemeteries should become more 
aggressive and obtain a place in 
the community from the stand- 
point of being self-sustaining and 
permanently endowed. 


Chapel Hill has continued to 


expand in policies and in August 
of 1946, the Chapel Hill Funeral 
home was opened with Mr. Ran- 
dall as licensed funeral director. 


Mr. Randall In his study of fu- 


neral home management and com- 
bined services has be«n recognized 
for outstanding achievements by 
the National Cemettry Association 
and has had the honor of speaking 
to that association during conven- 
tions In Washington, D. C., and 
Milwaukee. 


Lawton Bros. 
Started in 1938 


Lawton Brothers, manufactur- 


ers of dairy products and milk 
distributors, built their original 
plant on a farm in Palmlyra town- 
ship and organized house to house 
routes selling cottage cheese and 
dairy products. 


The company began the deliv- 


ery of bottled milk in Dixon in 
1938 and three years later, in 
1941, established a 
cheese and 


dressed poultry store at 315 First 
street. 


In 1941, the company moved in- 


to the plant on Peoria avenue, 
combining entire operations and 
installed pasteurizing equipment 
The plant was remodeled and en- 
larged in 1945 and the company 
opened a dairy bar. About three 
years ago this dairy bar was re- 
modeled and an addition was ad- 
ded to the plant Last year, in 
1950, the firm began the manu- 
facture of ice cream. 


Lawton Brothers employ be- 


tween 30 and 35 persons and also 
maintain a plant in Oregon, thus 
sen-ing both Lee and Ogle county 
areas. 


The company is a member of 


the Illinois Dairy Products Asso- 
ciation. 
Howell &Reis Sell 
Heating Equipment 


Howell and Rels, located at 607 


Seventh street, are engaged in 
sales and service of oil, gas and 
coal heating equipment and air 
conditioning units.1 


H. A. Howell was the sole owner 


of the establishment when it was 
founded in 1938, and since Aug. 1, 
1948, 
the partnership has Included 


Mr. Rcis. 


Howell Oil Burners, manufactur- 


ed by the Howell Engineering cor- 
poration in Oregon, 111., are among 
the products sold by the local firm 
Mr. Howell is also president of the 
Oregon, company. There are now 
more than one thousand Howel 
Oil burners installed and sen-iced 
in the Dixon area. 


More than 10 years ago, Mr. 


Howell found the syncromatic oil 
furnace to be the best suited for 
use with the Howell Oil burners as 
well as the most efficient and 
longest lasting furnace of this type 
and he has continuously used syn- 
cromatic 
equipment since that 


time. 


Dixon Paint Store 
Opened in May, 1938 


When the Dixon Paint & Wall- 


>apcr store was first established 
n May, 1938. it was located at 107 
•lennepin avenue. In the early part 
of 1949, the store moved to its 
present location at 301 West First 
street 


The Dixon store is owned by the 


Smith-Alsop Paint & Varnish com- 
pany of Terre Haute, Ind. 


In addition to paints and var- 


nish, the store also handles Impe- 
rial wallpaper as exclusive Dixon 
distributor. 


Joe Preston, manager of the 


store, has been in the paint and 
wallpaper business jfor-a number 
of years and offers patrons advice 
n decorating and painting. 


Dixon Business College 


• 
113 Golena\Ave. 


We can not permit the Centennial Edition of the 


Dixon Evening Telegraph 


to become a reality without a word of commenda- 
tion for the excellent work this organization has 
accomplished in making Dixon a better place in 
which to establish a home. 


Our career in teaching covers a period of 58 


years—in Dixon.—years full of vicissitudes, yet 
every day a vacation. Every year has given us 
the opportunity of meeting new people who have 
applied for instruction. Our aim has been to give 
them such help that would make them better men 
and women to perform the duties of life. 


We want to express our gratitude to the 
parents and pupils of Dixon and vicinity who have 
placed confidence in us and for the faithful co-op- 
eration they have given us through all these years 


t * r m » i i . 
i* thu °l*nlnJf «' the trammer 
term. AH of the busloe*s branches will be riven thro 
the summer. Competent stenographer,, typUta, book- 
keeper*, are always n demand. Always more call* for 
help than we can fill. Ajpe I* no harrier In onr work 
—young and eld find joy In learning. 


The rammer Mxwlon will admit children for tvnlnir. 


i* 
"JL,*rt cnlldr*n ««Joy—ii|*lllnsr, punctnatlon 
and vocabulary m*lvo npeclal attention. Mornlnr 
session preferable for children. 
»ornin* 


Fall tern opens first Toesday following Labor Day. 


W. H. COFFINS, Principal. 


Ultra-Modern School Completed in January, 1938 
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Dixon's-'new ultra-modern Lincoln grade school at Lin- inspection on Jan. 23,1938. The completion of the school cation to provide modern school buildings and to equip 
coin avenue and. Fifth street was opened to the public for was part of a well-planned program of the board of edu- them with the latest educational aids. 


Damaged Bridge 
Closed to Traffic 


The Galena avenue bridge was 


ordered closed to traffic on Jan. 
31, 1938 when the threat of flood 
waters and ice created the danger 
of collapse. 


The next day The Telegraph re- 


ported that civic organizations In 
Dixon, led by the Lions club, 
were urging that a new bridge be 
built to replace the old structure 
threatened by the flood. 


Although the bridge was closed 


to traffic by vehicles on that date, 
pedestrians were still allowed to 
use the two foot walks on either 
side of the structure. 
On Feb. 


5th, the bridge was closed to all 
pedestrians. 


Although the crest of the flood 


was ebbing within a few days, 
engineers who took soundings al 
the bridge, learned that the north 
pier was continuing to settle, thus 
endangering the structure. 


On Feb. 16th, The Telegraph 


reported that 
Governor 
Henry 


Homer had given his approval to 
t>ulld a new modern span across 
Rock river at Dixon to replace the 
damaged and antique old steel 
structure. 


In March of the same year, 


Mayor Slothower ordered that 
anyone using the Galena avenue 
>ridge would be subject to a fine. 
Early that month, tie rods at the 
north end of the bridge snapped 
and caused the entire span to 
Ibrate. 


Ill-County Chorus 
Thrills Audience 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct' 21, 


938)—The heart of Lee county 
welled with civic pride last night 
as the all-county high school chor- 
us of 183 voices presented a pro- 
gram of outstanding beauty be- 
ore 1,000 persons in the high 
chool auditorium.' 


Henry Veld, director of 
the 


Augustana college choir at Rock 
sland, who" led the students last 
night, said after the performance 
that next year the talented group 
would be capable of doing even 
more difficult selections. 


The 
executive committee 
in 


charge was composed of A. C. 
Jowers of Dixon, O. W. Funk- 
louser of Amboy and Spencer 
Sanderson of Steward. 


Dixon's Bridge Falling Down 
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On the morning of Aug. 25,1938, the Shappert Engineering company began the 


destruction of the old Galena avenue steel bridge, which had been seriously damaged 
by winter floods and ice and which had been closed to traffic for almost seven months. 
The destruction of the old bridge was the beginning of the project to erect the present 
structure which joins the north and south sections ofthe city at Galena avenue. 


Shoe Company 
Employs 300 


Dixon Plant No. 3 of the Free- 


man Shoe company was estab- 
lished here June 1, 1939, and now 
employs 300 persons in the busi- 
ness of making men's fine shoes. 


The Dixon plant was formerly 


occupied by a §t. Louis shoemaker. 


The Freeman Shoo company, a 


30-year-old manufacturing enter- 
prise, has grown from a daily out- 
put of 600 pairs of shoes in 1921 
;o over 10,000 pairs daily in 1951. 


The company's products are sold 


n 5,638 shoe stores across the na- 
;ion and are known as fine shoes 
'or both style and craftsmanship 
In the moderately priced class. 


Dixon Plant No. 3 Is a branch 


of the company, which has two 
slants in Beloit, Wis., and one at 
Broadhead. Wis. 


W. C. Mooncy is superintendent 


of the local plant. 


•ADMITTED TO BAR 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct 13, 


1938)—James E. Bales, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Bales, was 
one of 157 law graduates admitted 
to law practice in Illinois in cere- 
monies before the state Supreme 
Court today. 


Not Since 1851 


But Since 


1930 


OUR 


MOTTO 


HAS 


BEEN 


Friendly 


Courteous 


Service 


UNDERWOOD'S 


Gulf Service 


WASHING • GREASING - TIRES • TUBES • BATTERIES 


223 N. Galena Ave. 
Phone 8-8771 


Ancient Oak Timber 
Found in River Bed 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 30, 


1938)—The huge oak timber which 
was taken from the bed of Rock 
river last week in the dismantling 
of the first span and pier of the 
Galena avenue bridge is estimated 
to be about 200 years old. 


The timber was hauled to the 


bank and cut in sections yesterday 
afternoon and found to be in per- 
fect preservation. Charles Rich- 
ard, state engineer, supervising the 
bridge construction, counted the 
ringsMn the timber which weighed 
considerably more than a ton. 


The timber is believed to have 


been used as one of the main sup- 
ports in the first bridge to span 
Rock river here. Engineer Rich- 
ards counted 165 rings after which 
they became smaller and it was 
estimated that the tree was about 
200 years old when felled. 


"THE BIO SNOW" 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 6, 


1938)—A seven and one-half inch 
wet snow blanketed this section 
this morning and practically halt- 
ed traffic on all state highways 
and country roads. 


Lovelond House 
Site Selected 


(Evening Telegraph. April 21, 


1938)—The trustees of the Love- 
land Memorial community house 
fund, F. X. Newcomer, H. E. Sen- 
neff and J. U. Weyant today an- 
nounced the purchase of a site for 
the building and Circuit Judge 
Leon A. Zick this morning ap- 
proved their action. 


The site extends 
west 
from 


Madison avenue, along the north 
side of Second street to Monroe 
avenue and the entire 300 foot 
length on the north side of Second 
street is made available with a 
depth on Monroe avenue of 175 
feet and on Madison avenue of 150 
feet making a total of 48,750 
square feet In court this after- 
noon, the purchase price was 
given as $25,600. Five houses will 
necessarily have to be razed or 
moved. 


NEW ATTORNEY 


On Jan. 28, 1938, The 
Tele- 


graph reported that John W. 
Mills, Chicago attorney, had mov- 
ed to Dixon to become associated 
with Elwin S. Wadsworth In the 
practice of law. 


13 Years In Dixon 


Offering 


- QUICKER, EASIER 


WASHING... BRIGHTER 


SPARKLING DISHES 


With 


SERViSOFT 
ON A LOW COST BASIS 


Phone for Details 


Rock River. 
Service Company 


725 Briaton 
Phone 2-9191 


Big Buddy Club, Started 
Here, Becomes National 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 24, 1938)— The Big Buddy 


club, located in the old Truman school, is now a going con- 
cern with 40 boys between the ages of 8 and 16, inclusive, 
registered as members. Only boys west of Lincoln avenue 
are being accepted for membership because of the limited 
facilities. It is hoped to increase this area as rapidly as 
possible. 


The Big Buddy nwement which 


bids fair to become a nationwide 
organization, was founded In Dix- 
on and Dixon people will surely 
take pride in helping make the 
local club a model of its kind. 


On Oct. llth. The Telegraph 


reported that 
the 
officers of 


Dixon 
post 
No. 12, American 


Legion, were notified that the Big 
Buddy Boys club movement, start- 
ed here, had been adopted as a 
nation-wide movement 
at 
the 


recent Legion convention in Los 
Angeles. 


The plan was the original idea 


of Commander-elect J. M. Brady 
of the Dixon post and was adopted 
at the state department conven- 
tion at Rockford a few weeks 
earlier. 


In a resolution presented by the 


Americanism commission of the 
Legion at the national convention, 
the plan became a part of the 
national 
program 
to 
prevent 


juvenile delinquency. Members of 
the Dixon post 
were 
delighted 


when the program was adopted as 
a nation-wide project to be spon- 
sored by 11,500 posts throughout 
the United States. 


OLD SCHOOL SOLD 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Oct 27, 


1938)—The historic E. C. Smith 
grade school building was 
sold 


yesterday afternoon to the Globe 
Wrecking company of Chicago, 
the consideration being $590. The 
purchaser Indicated that wrecking 
operations would be started soon. 


Orson Welles 
Frightens U. S. 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 1, 


1938)—Orson Welles, writer, di- 
rector, producer, actor and radio 
broadcaster, whose dramatic and 
too realistic broadcast of a mythi- 
cal attack on the earth by an army 
from the planet of Mars Sunday 
; 


night, frightened half the nation 
out of its wits, was at one time a 
resident of Grand Detour. 


His father, Dick Welles, eomm 


years ago purchased the historic 
Sheffield hotel in Grand Detour 
and operated It until it burned 
down and Orson Welles lived in 
Grandy with his father during the 
time they owned the Sheffield 
House. 
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Vandenberg Paint 
Store Began in '39 


The Vandenberg Paint company, 


located at 204 First street, was or- 
ganized on Jan. 5, 1939. 
Albert 


Vandenberg is the company owner. 


The store handles a complete 


line of paints and wallpapers, all 
nationally-known. 


The company also makes cus- 


tom-made glass tops for furniture. "• 


SUPERIOR RATING 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 25. 


1938) — The Dixon grade 
school 


orchestra received a superior rat- 
ing in the district contest held 
Saturday at the state teachers' 
college at DeKalb. 


40 Members Participate 
In Work of St. Anne's Club 


About 30 women members of St 


Anne's church met on Jan. 13, 
1938, at the home of Mrs. Irene 
Kreitzer to organize St. Anr\e's 
Study club. 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. C. F. Conley of 


Freeport addressed the club, out- 
lining the steps for organization 
and the courses and possibilities 
for the group, and advocated indi- 
vidual participation in whatever 
course was adopted. 


The club elected Mrs. Kreitzer 


its first president and determined 
to begin the study of church his- 
tory from the time of Christ to the 
present era, and to meet twice 
monthly In the homes of members. 


Missals Introduced 


For two years this outline was 


followed and completed. Then be- 
gan an outlined study of the Mass, 
Altar, 
Vestments, 
Sacraments, 


Sacromentals and Prayer. As a 
result, Sunday Missals were intro- 
duced at St. Anne's church for the 
use of the entire congregation and 
continue in popular use. 


About 1942 the Study club joined 


the Catholic 
Book-of-the-Month 


club, donating books to the public 
library. During this period, the 
Rev. Francis McNally of Rock- 
ford gave a course on the Ten 
Commandments and continued as 
lecturer, giving a course the next 
year on the Seven Sacraments. ' 


In 1944, Father John Smith of 


Maytown, now of Elgin, conducted 
a course on special events in the 
life of Christ. Speaker for 1945 
was Father Carl A. Maza of Ohio, 
111., who talked on current events. 


Father J. E. Suprenant of the 


Viatorian Fathers in Chicago bc- 


came lecturer and continued talks 
on current events, his subject in 
the two subsequent years being 
"The Living Rosary." This year 
his course is on "The Dignity of 
Man"—a subject occupying the 
minds of thinkers today. 


Through the years membership <^ 


has been retained in the book club' * 
and members review books at one 
meeting, the lecturer conducting 
the program for the second meet- 
ing of the month. About 100 book* 
have been donated to the public 
library. 


Mrs. John Lahey served as treas- 


urer from the date of organization 
until her resignation in the fall 
of 1950. Presidents have been: 


Mcsdames Irene Kreitzer, Ed-*& 


ward Langan, Marvin Wedlock, 
George VanNuys, John Malay, 
George Burke, Alex Tarnoksky, 
Clifford Dyer and Miss Helen 
Nagle. 


Present officers are: President, 


Mrs. Clifford Dyer; vice president, 
M^s. Charles Cramer; treasurer, 
Miss Helen Nagle; and librarian, 
Mrs. Charles O'Connor. 


Members have been active or 


have retired as circumstances dlc-O 
tated through the year, but at 
least half the original group still 
arc active. Their sple interest Is 
to acquire a thorough understand- 
ing of the religion they profess so 
they may enjoy life. 


The club now has 40 active 


members, holds yearly meetings 
beginning each second Monday in 
October and the yearly program 
closes with a dinner each second 
Monday in Jun* 
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AMERICA'S LARGEST 
FAMILY SHOE STORES 


YEARS 


of Fair Dealings 


j 


R and S is one of a group of family Shoe Stores operating all over America. 
Since we opened this store in Dixon, the good people have indicated they 
like the way we do business. Our hope and plans are to continue pro- 
gressively year after year through the century because we know as long 
, as we serve our customers better and save them more we will grow and 
prosper in this community. 


Stores from Coast to Coast 


"Factory to You Prices" on Quality 


Shoes for the Whole Family 


The dots shown on the above map represents over 330 stores from Coast to Coast 
... from Maine to Washington State ... from Florida to California... over 30 years 
... 3 decades of serving millions of people with quality shoes for the whole family. 
R and S features many exclusive brands . . . names that American folks have 
learned to trust for dependability and moderate prices. We operate our own fac- 
tories which enables us in many cases to eliminate the middleman's profit and 
pass these savings on to our customers. Come in any time and browse around ... 
see the new styles in footwear arriving daily . . . no obligations to buy—you're 
always welcome at R and S! 


114 FIRST ST. 
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DIXON APPLIANCE CO...HOME OF THE WOR 


ELECTRONIC TELEVISION 


CONCEIVED IN THE MIND OF 


A 15 YEAR OLD BOY 


HiHo T. Famworth, inventor of 


electronic television, spearheads 


Capehart research! His inven- 


tive genius and able direction 


back the Capehart you choose today. Confidently 


BEHIND a desk in a Fort Wayne, Indiana, manufac- 
** taring plant today there sits a slight, bespectacled 
man with a modest manner and a shy smile; a man 
who, although only in his early forties, is responsible 
for an ideas which now promises to change the living 
habits of all of us. 
The man is Philo T. Farnsworth, Vice President and 
Technical Director of the Capehart-Farnsworth Cor- 
poration, a subsidiary of the world-wide International 
Telephone and Telegraph Corporation, who, while a 
teen-age Utah farm lad, still a freshman in high 
school, first conceived the idea of an electronic system 
of television. 


Today, largely as a result of this 


youth's pioneering research and 
development, the nebulous idea of 
television has grown into a busi- 
ness which shows promise of be- 
coming one of the biggest and 
most dramatic Industrial bonanzas 
in American history. 


Present day television is the suc- 


cessful culmination of years of re- 
search and experimentation. To 
understand the significance of 
Farnsworth's accomplishment, let's 
examine briefly the history of the 
development which made it pos- 
sible. 
..In the ancient empires of Assy- 
ria, Rome and Greece, men studied 
sight in order to see better or 
further. They learned something 
about how the human eye works, 
and though they never guessed the 
scientific meaning, they made the 
first discoveries of what we know 
as electricity. 


Television put their two fields 


of science together—optical science 
to capture a scene and reproduce it, 
and electricity to send it through 
space to your television set. The 
connecting links between these 
sciences are two curious materials, 
one which turns light Into electric- 
ity, and the other which turns 
electricity into light. 


Discovery of these materials' 


properties, known respectively as 
"photo-electric" 
materials 
and 


"phospor" materials, along with an 
increasing knowledge of electricity, 


The Farnsworth Image Dissector 
television pickup tube has under- 
gone extensive changes since Its 
invention. The top photo shows 
one of the first Image Dissectors, 
made by Farnsworth more than 
two decades ago. Bottom — 


present model of the tube. 


set many inventors to work on 
television systems during the lat- 
ter half of the nineteenth century. 
'Television inventions" began ap- 
learing regularly in both America 
and Europe. However, all failed on 
one fundamental fact. 


To send just one picture elec- 
rically through space, It is neces- 
sary to divide it into thousands of 
separate dots or pieces and send 
them to a receiver than can put 
Jiem together in the proper order 
and thus reproduce the original pic- 
ture. To show motion, a series of 
thirty picture- must be sent each 
second. The inevitable problem of 
the early inventors was how to con- 
trol precisely the breaking up and 
putting together of thirty pictures 
per second. 


Various 
mechanical 
methods 


were tried in an effort to solve this 
problem. A few years after the end 
of World War I, mechanical tele- 
vision systems were produced and 
demonstrated in Englands as well 
as in the United States. These sys- 
tems did televise pictures, but the 
pictures were crude and obviously 
did not begin to fulfill the answer 
to television dreams. 


The solution, paradoxically, was 


found not by a prominent scien- 
tist in a modern research labora- 
tory, but by schoolboy Farnsworth. 


While still (a freshman in high 


school, young Philo Farnsworth 
first evolved his scientific ideas for 
:elevision. He had no first-hand 
knowledge of televsion experi- 
ments that had been made up to 
that time, or of the problem that 
were baffling the world's great 
scientists. Perhaps these very facts 
accounted partially for the suc- 
cess and originality of his ideas. 
For Farnsworth's system of tele- 
vision proposed to pick up, trans- 
mit and reproduce pictures en- 
tirely by electronic means, with no 
moving parts. And electronic tele- 
vision as invented by Farnsworth 
proved to be the answer to the 
problem that had stopped other 
Inventors. 


Farnsworth's high school science 


teacher admitted frankly that he 
knew less about the art of elec- 
tronics than did his ambitious 
pupil. But the teacher thought the 
youth's ideas for electronic tele- 
vision were sound, and he en- 
couraged 
him to continue his 


studies further and to seek more 
advanced scientific help. 


In 1927, at the age of 20, Farns- 


worth applied for a patent cover- 
ing a complete electronic tele- 
vision system. A year earlier, he 
had acquired the financial backing 
of some West Coast businessmen 
and the help of experienced engi- 
neers. Work was underway 
to 


perfect electronic television. 


WITHOUT CAPEHART-FARNSWORTH PATENTS 


Modern Electronic Television Would Not be Possible - 


PATiNTS INCLUDft 


• SCANNING 
.......... 
Farniworth Patent No. 2,244,625 


• SYNCHRONIZING . .Famtworth Patent No. 2,244,625 


• FOCUSING 
.......... 
Famtworth Patent No. 2,099,844 


• CONTRAST 
.......... 
Famsworth Potent No. 2,301,322 


• CONTROLS 
.......... 
Farniworth Patent No. 2,246,625 


• POWEJt 
.............. 
Farmworth Patent No. 2,051,373 


AU MODERN ElECTRON/C ttU-V/SfON INCORPORATES TH8 


A*OVf CAMHART-f ARNSWORTH DEVICES 


CONFIDENTLY SELECT Capehart 


THE INVENTOR'S PRODUCT 


THE WORLD'S FINEST INSTRUMENT 


FOR HOME ENTERTAINMENT 


t 


JLhe new Capeharts are truly the wonder instruments 
of the year. Never before have you seen such startling 
realism, clarity and sharpness of-image. Picture perfec- 
tion plus Capehart's renowned Symphonic-Tone Sys- 
tem will double your television pleasure. Here, too, is 
beautiful cabinet styling to add new beauty, gracious 
distinction to your home. And yet, Capehart is realis- 
tically priced, so that all can enjoy the pride of owner- 
ship that only Capehart can give you. 


THE CAPEHART 


SARATOGA 


Big 17-inch rectangular tube gives thrilling 
"perfect-scale" picture. AM-FM radio. 12- 
inch speaker. Phonograph plays all sizes-all 
types of records-all automatically. Capehart 
Symphonic-Tone System... 
English 18th Century styl- 
ing, a triumph of luxurious 
cabinet craftsmanship in 
figured mahogany veneer. 


s5 


THE CAPEHART NEW ENGLANDER 


Big rectangular tube for "full-fcale" picture. Fa» 
mous Capehart Symphonic-Tone System synchro- 
nized with dear; sharp pictures. Distinctive French 
Provincial styling in a cabinet of cherry with mel- 
low fruitwood finish. DOOM fold flush against side*. 


THE CAPEHART 
SPINET 


17-inch rectangular tube for clear, 
bright picture-CapehartSymphonic- 
Tone System. Attractively finished in 
rich mahogany veneer. .Combine* 
best features of table model and 
console television 
cabinets-incorpo- 
rates utility shelf. 
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P'S BEST TELEVISION & HOME APPLIANCES 


NORG 
DELUXE «"& 


„ 
- 


NEW! 


' NOROI 4-woy Automatic ILICTUC tANOI 


Finest electric rang* on the market! 4-w»jrj automatic, 
with 7-jpeed Tele-Switches, hi-ipeed Rocket Element, 
famous Blended-Htat Oven that 
bakes with electricity off >A of the , 
time—MVCS current, bakes brtttrt 


30 W Control works like a radio— gives 
you 14 accurate degrees of cold 


plus thrifty Vacation position. 


NEW! 


j&FULL-WIDTH 
FREEZER CHEST 


Room to store 3P/2 pounds of frozen 
, foods. 4 Instant-Out Cube 


Trays, too. 


NEW! 


SWING SHELF 


C'V 
Keeps little jars toady. Swings doom 
out of tbt way to make room for 


tall bottles. 


NEW! 


ADJUST-A-SHELF 


V39*t in or out, or raise it up e 
down t» three different levels. 


|^"W<7 
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NEW! 


BUTTER BANK 


Keeps a pound of butter at any of four 


"spreadable" temperatures. 


NEW! 


INSERT-SHELF 


gmterjection lifts out without disturb- 


",.J«§ side sections. Room/or a 


bug* turkey! 


You'v* nevtr seen such convenience! Even a built-in Bottle 
Opener! And there's (pace to spore;:; 8.3 cubic feet, 
planned so every inch counts! Merge quality through-andi 
through, backed by the reliability of BORO-WARNER; 


NEW! 


MEAT 
KEEPER 


Deep enough for the Sunday roast. 


Keeps meats in the safety-zone. 


. near freezing. 


NEW! 


HAND/DOR SHELVES 


Extra shelf-room at your finger tips 
^ « • . built right in the full-length 


nandidor! 


NEW! 


SELECT-A-SIZE KRISPER 


Two removable dividers give you 


three crispers in one! Giant size, 


easy-gliding. 


NOROI 4-wax Automatic IUCTRIC tANOI 


Set the controls-Norge turns on, cooks the meal 
turns off! Famous Blcnded-Heat Oven bakes with 
electricity off >/4 of the time! 7- 
Heat Speeds, hi-speed Rocket unit, 
thrifty Deep.Well Cooker. 


NEW 15 CU. FT. 


NORGE 


Home Freezer 


Compare it for thrift and con- 
venience with any other home freez- 
er! Roomy 15 cubic foot size stores 
525 Ibs. of food. Waist-hi Storage 
.Baskets, Finger-Lift 
Lid, Signal 


Warning Light in base. 


NIW NORM "S*IMtarf*r" OAS RANOI 


No matches, no ever-burning pilot. Just press • but- 
ton, turn on the gas—and it light* tltctrieiHyl luxury 
features galore, including electric 
timer and appliance outlet, fluores- 
cent lamp. 


1945 - 1951 


MW NORM WASM* with TtaMr en*) Pump 


tattoos TriploActioo and (apcr-capacit* tab ion • 
> Ib. wash in fust 7 miantes! Aotomatlc Timer that* 
rasher off M time yon telect. New OpM-Koll Wrinstr 
djuits pressnr* aotomatically. 
s' .*. 


MW NORM "MMtartar" OAS UNM 


The g*s range that lights tleariOUj! Thriftier, taref, 
eatier-oo matches, no pilot. Packed with taturj 
features including timer, fluores- 
cent top light, lighted Picrart* 
Window OrtaJ 


MXON, ILLINOIS 


THE STORY OF NORGE 


A STORY OF AMBITION 


It is a story of human accomplishment not possible anywhere 
else on the face of the globe. 
We somehow think of a large corporation as having "always" 
existed. But in 1925, Norge was merely a dream in the heart 
and mind of one man—Howard E. Blood. 
It was in the spring of 1926 
Howard Blood and a group of 
young, energetic engineers de- 
veloped a refrigerator com* 
pressor that was to revolu- 
tionize the refrigeration in- 
dustry. This new compressor 
consisted of only three mov- 
ing parts, simple in design yet 
amazingly efficient. That 
year, the Rollator Coldmaker 
was started on a now-famous 
"marathon" run. The Rolla- 
tor, shown here, was based 
on the original design of three 
simple moving parts, herme- 
tically sealed in a bath of oil. 
After operating continuously 
for 11 years, the equivalent of 
44 years of household use, it 
was placed on permanent ex- 
hibit in the Edison Institute 
Museum, Greenfield Village, 
Dearborn, Michigan. 
On January 6,1927, the Norge 
Corporation was born as an , 
offspring of the Detroit Gear 
and Machine Co. Two years 
late, Norge became a division 
of Borg-Warner Corporation. 
Ambition to create better 
products for the home was 
igain evidenced in 1930 when 
Norge introduced the first ™J *$«rm 
Completely 
Self . Contained, run In 1926. After oper«tln« continuously 
nlliir.in tvrw> rpfrifpratnr pwr> for n V*"**' equivalent of 44 ye«re ef 
piug-m. type remgeraior ever norm.i household u». it w«. Pu«d on 
to be offered by any manufac- permanent .xhibit in th.Edi.onin.tuuu 
. 
—, 
J 
f 
,, 
, 
Muitum, Gnenfleld Village, Dearborn, 
turer. One of these early Michigan, 
models is shown here. Prior to this time, most motors and 
compressors were installed in the basement, with tubings 
extending up through the floor into the kitchen. 
Proof of the statement that "one good thing deserves an- 
other" is to be found in the expansion of Norge. From one 
jood refrigerator, other good appliances came. 
1933—Washing machines which set new standards with an 
all-white porcelain tub, and new refrigerators for various 
commercial uses. 1934—Gas Ranges and oil-burning home 
heaters. 1935—Electric ranges. 1945—Home Freezers and 
portable water coolers (the first ever manufactured). 1947 
—Electric water heaters to meet the demand for a better 
hot water supply. 
The history of Norge has been 
a history of "firsts". Among 
these have been such depar- 
tures from tradition as— 
"Contour" styling, which 
marks the truly modern re- 
frigerator—The sealed freez- 
er which keeps food odors 
from tainting ice cubes or ice 
cream—The Lazilatch, a me- 
chanism which causes the re- 
frigerator door to open at a 
mere touch—Automatic Self- 
defroster which defrosts the 
refrigerator every night while 
the family is asleep—The 
Handefroster, a device which 
provides for convenient dis- 
posal of defrost water from 
the freezer. These are but a 
few of the major achieve- 
ments that have marked the 
road of Norge expansion. 
Now, 
in 1951, Norge can 


justifiably boast of a complete 
line of home appliances with 
outstanding new features. 
The new exclusive Jet Self-D- 
Froster is an amazing refrig- 
eration achievement. Here is 
automatic defrosting at its 
fast, clean best! Every night 


the Norge refrigerator defrosts itself automatically, on 
schedule. In a matter of minutes, the thin layer of frost on 
;he freezer is completely melted. There are no drain pipes 
to clog or stop up. During defrosting, nothing is disturbed 
—even ice cubes, frozen foods and ice cream stay frozen. 
This year, Lewis & Conger's highly esteemed safety award 
las gone to Norge. The award, presented to the manufac- 
;urer of a product with the greatest contribution to safety 
n the home, was given to Norge in recognition of Norge's 
new "Self Starter" gas range. This range is lighted electri- 
cally—no matches... no pilot light. The user simply presses 


button to light the surface burners. When a small lever 
s depressed the oven lights. 
The story of Norge has really only just begun. The later 
chapters are yet to be written. But one thing is certain. 
The goal of Norge's early beginners—achievements of higher 
and higher efficiencies, better and better products, with'in 
he reach of more and more people—is still, and always will 
be the goal of Norge. 
CHICAGO MAN MOVES TO DIXON TO 


OPEN NORGE APPLIANCE STORE 


On October 1, 1945, Joseph J. 
Magidaon opened the Dlxon Ap- 
llance Store at 103 Pcoria Ave- 
ue and was appointed exclusive 
'Jorge Dealer in Dlxon 
by tho 


Sampson Co., of Chicago, dlstribu- 
ors for Norge Products. The store 
was completely remodeled and 
modernized and opened as one of 


lie most complete and up-to-date 
ppliance stores in this area, of- 
erlng a complete line of Norge 
ousehold appliances, radios and 
"oungstown kitchens and small 
lectrlc appliances. During 
the 


ast five years other lines have 
>een added and today the store 


one of the most complete ex- 


luslve appliance stores In the 
community. 
To you who have 


ielp«d make our store a success 
we offer sincere thanks and ap- 
ireclatlon for your fine patronage. 
'o the Dixon Evening Telegraph 
m its 100th anniversary we extend 
>u» best wishes and congratula- 
_._„ 


MOM. 
JOSEPH J. MAGIDSON 


1936—Th» FIr.t Pluf-In Type 


Self'ConuJntd Refrigerator 
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National Guard Armory 


Reflections in the River 


An early-evening scene of the Dixon river bank, looking south from the new Abraham 
Lincoln bridge, shows these reflections of light from the Illinois Northern Utilities 


company power station and the Reynolds Wire company plant 


Beta Sigma Phi Chapters 
Have 67Dixon Members 
Beta Sigma Phi was founded in 


Xblline, 
Kansas, 
in 
1931 
by 


W. W. Ross and in 19 years the 
•orority has grown from one chap- 
ter to be the largest in the world 
In the number of organizations, 
fhere are now over 3,000 chapters 
In the United Staes, Canada and 
Hawaii with active membership of 
100,000 young women. There are 
also chapters in England, Scotland, 
Africa and Japan which were 
started by American 'army and 
navy women stationed there. 


The local chapter, Gamma Mu, 


was formed in Dixon in March, 
1939, by Freda Dixon, an interna- 
tional representative. There were 
eight charter members of whom 
three are still active. Mrs. Hazel 
Thompson and Miss Frances Pat- 
rick were chosen us the first spon- 
sors. 


Initiations are held each spring 


and fall. During World War n, 
wany young women who came to 
Vixon to work, transferred their 


membership to the local chapter. 
It is one of the traditions of the 
sorority to help new members ot 
come acquainted. 


Contributions 


Through local chapters and the 


international office, Beta Sigma 
Phi has contributed to the Red 
Cross, War Bond drives and also 
helped an institute for cancer re- 
search. Members have given phys- 
ical service as well as financial 
assistance to nearby orphanages. 


In addition to bi-monthly meet- 


ings, several social nights are held 
throughout the year. These com- 
prise hobo parties, treasure hunts, 
kid parties and box socials. Each 
year a Thanksgiving dance and 
style show are sponsored for char- 
ity. 


A definite program is followed 


each year as outlined in a program 
book established by the interna- 
tional office. Discussion topics are 
usually prepared and presented by 
the n.embers; however, outside 


speakers are often invited to par- 
ticipate. 
N 


Gamma Mu, Beta Sigma Phi in 


Dixon has 42 members. Last year, 
1950, a new chapter, Eta Chi, was 
installed with 25 active members 
and a third chapter is in the prog- 
ress of formation. 
, 


Beta Sigma Phi was created for 


young* women in search of social 
and cultural activities. It gives 
members an active association 
with many lives and minds and has 
provided inspiration to m a n y 
through its rituals and program 
work. 
J^ 


Dixon's, Financial 
Situation Is Good 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Apr. 14, 


1939)—The fiscal year for the city 
of Dixon officially ends Sunday, 
April 16, and City Treasurer F. 
K. Tribou today gave out the 
statement showing the financial 
condition of the city to be the 
healthiest in many years, 
' 


The condition of the city's fi- 


nances was comparable to its phy- 
sical situation, which is likewise 
the best in years. 


Two Projects Represent 
Expenditure of $541,648 


The dedication of the state of Illinois' first stream-lined 


bridge, the Abraham Lincoln bridge, built across Rock river 
at Galena avenue to replace an old iron and steel structure 
which had stood for over half a century and which was un- 
dermined by the flood of 1938, was held on Thursday, Oct. 
5, 1939. 
On the same date the new Na- 


tional Guard Armory in Dlxon was 
dedicated by state and military 
officials. 


Speaking of these two new 


contributions to the welfare of 
Dixon, The Telegraph reported on 
that date: "Approximately $5,- 
000,000 has been spent in Dixon 
and its environs in the last 18 
months in new construction work, 
remodeling' and repairs 
of fao 


;ories, stores and residences and 
jark and street projects 
and 


Deautification—the greatest such 
expenditure in many years." 


The" unemployment situation 


brought many of the new and big 
mprovements into being and as 
such a great percentage of the 
costs of the projects went into 
vages. 


The state 
reached 
into 
its 


reasury for $316,500 to build the 
new Abraham Lincoln bridge and 
oined finances with the WPA in 
he erection of the new Illinois 
National Guard Armory at a cost 
if 5225,148. 


Land is Donated 


The dedication programs which 
fficially opened the 
Abraham 


Lincoln bridge and .the armory, 
.'ere terminated on the night of 
Oct. 5th with 'a banquet at the 
Brinton Memorial Masonic Temple 
which was attended by more than 


00 persons. 
The banquet was 


ollowed by a big public dance 
t the new armory, marking the 
irst public event to be held there. 


Mayor William V. Slothower 


iresided at the dedication and 
hristening of the 
bridge 
and 


evered the-ribbon at the conclu- 
ion of the program. Just before 


bridge was opened to traffic, 


he mayor broke a bottle of cham- 
agne heralding the happy event. 


Band Heads Procession 


A procession, headed by 
the 


Dixon Municipal band and mem- 
xsrs of Company A, 129th In- 
antry, moved across the bridge 
o the new Armory. Many civic 
nd military leaders participated 
n the program at the armory and 
many dignitaries spoke including 


. Fr. C. W. Caine, Major Sher- 


vood Dlxon, Major A. T. Tour- 
lllott, Gen. Samuel T. Laston, of 
he state Armory Board; C. E. 
Minier, state WPA administrator; 


Lynden Smith and 
Edward 


Vaile, president of the Dixon Park 
District. 


Among the Dixon men who took 


,n active part in the work of 
reeling 
the 
Abraham Lincoln 


iridge were O. P. Goek, district 
ngmeer; Charles N. Richards, 
csidcnt engineer, and Merton M. 
ilemler, district design engineer. 


The bridge was built by the 


Shappert Engineering company of 
Belvidere, Illinois. 
Reynolds Field 
s Dedicated 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
July 3, 


939)— Reynolds field, the gift to 
he city of Dixon by Mrs. John 
Ralston and Mrs. E m e r s o n 
iVhithorne honoring the memory 
f their father, the late Horace 
;. Reynolds, was 
appropriately 


ledicated arnid colorful ceremon- 
cs and two* fine baseball games 
icre yesterday. 


Service Club 
Aids Hospital 


Since January 12,1939, when the 


Dixon Service Club was founded by 
Mrs. Gunder Torstenson, the or- 
ganization has more than doubled 
in size front the 14 charter mem- 
bers. Now the club has a total of 
36 active members. 


The club was founded for the 


purpose of serving the Katherine 
Shaw Bethea hospital, by main- 
taining a fund for furnishings and 
medical equipment. Each spring a 
tea is sponsored to promote in- 
terest in nursing for high school 
graduates. 


With the exception of the sum- 
er months, the club meets at 


the home of a member on alternate 
Wednesdays. 


The 1950-51 officers of the Serv- 


ice Club are: Mrs. Mark Kellar Jr., 
president; Mrs. Robert W. Bovey, 
secretary; 
Mrs. 
Kent ' Stuart, 


treasurer. 


Club's Projects 


Among the club's projects have 


been the sponsorship and furnish- 
ing of two single rooms and a 
five-bed ward at the hospital; re- 
decoration of the sun rodm on the 
second floor, a contribution of $850 
to the Hospital Building Fund, and 
supplementary furniture for the 
Nurses Home. 


From the money realized from 


the "Follies of 1948," the club 
contributed 17 beds at a cost of 
$1,051.22; 30 overbed tables at 
$2,126.90; 44 lamps at $795.68 and 
a resuscitator for $369. 


From the money realized by the 


'Follies of 1950." the club pur- 
chased another resuscitator, an 
oxygen tent, and an anesthetic 
machine. 


The club hopes in the future to 


establish a pathology department, 
or to assist in any other way under 
the advice of the doctors and the 
hospital board. 
Freeman Firm 
Buys Shoe Plant 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 6, 


1939)—Members of the Industrial 
committee of the Dlxon Chamber 
of Commerce today gave out in- 
formation which is of vital im- 
portance to the citizens of Dixon 
md will be welcomed by the mem- 
bers of the shoe-making profes- 
sion, to the effect that R. E. Free- 
man, president of the Freeman 
Shoe company in Beloit, Wis., had 
announced the purchase of the 
Brown Shoe company plant in 
Dixon, together with plans for the 
almost immediate operation of the 
mportant industry. 


The plan provides for the expen- 


diture of approximately $50,000 in 
improving the plant. 
• • • 


(President George B. Shaw of 


the Dixon Chamber of Commerce 
and the group's industrial com- 
mittee announced on Feb. 25,1937, 
that the Freeman Shoe company 
would establish a factory in Dixon, 
and on April 2, 1937, the company 
announced that it had purchased 
a building in southwest Dixon and 
•md already begun manufacture of 
cut soles.) 


Dixon's 1939 Baseball Champions 


The Dixon Knacks won the championship of the Illinois State league on Sunday, 


afternoon, Sept. 3, 1939, when they defeated Steward, 8 to 1, in a game played at Rey- 
nolds field here. Shown above, left to right, they are, back row: B. F. Cummings, 
manager; Hi Emmert, coach; Harold Glessner, Harold Hook, Daniel Lenard, Worth 
Windmiller, Joe Curlee, Lloyd (Shires) Miller, Harry Slain, and George Lebre. Front 
row: Roy Kuhn, Harold Prestegaard, Bus Carlson, Earl Flanagan, Joe Miller and Louie 
Bevilacqua. Darrel Rinehart, mascot, is seated in front of the group. 


Editorial Staff in 1939 


There were six members of the Dixon Evening Telegraph's editorial staff in 1939. 


Pictured above, they are, left to right: the late E. L. (Izzy) Fulmer, police and court re*} 
porter; George B. Shaw, managing editor; Mrs. George Shaw, proofreader; Don Dan- 
lelson, sports editor; Lois Stimeling Spute, society editor; and Earl (Stormy) Holdridge, 


city editor 


*» 
H. A. Roe Company 
Incorporated in '39 x 


The H. A. Roe company, dealers 


n abstracts, insurance and mort- 
ages will move to a new and 
argcr location at the corner of 
First street and Peoria avenue on 
Oct. 1, 1951. 


The company, now located at 


105 East Second street, was form- 
ed In 1900 and Incorporated in 
1939. Primary business Is making 
real estate mortgages, loans for in- 
surance companies, banks and in- 
dividuals, and as such the com- 
)any is the Lee county represen- 
tative for the Chicago Title & 
Trust company. 
_, 


The company now employs six 


persons and John C. Roe is presi- 
dent of the firm. 


World War II 
On Monday, Sept. 
4, 


1939, The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph printed a special 
extra edition announcing 
the news of the war in Eu- 
rope. 


Three Oregon, 111., peo- 


ple were among the 1,347 
persons aboard the S. S. 
Athenia, the torpedoed lin- 
er. They were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest 
Ratcliffe and 


daughter, Faith, who were 
later reported to be'safe. 


Black headlines on that 


date announced the news 
that France was hurling 
the full force of her army 
against the Germans and 
the news that bombs had 
been dropped in Warsaw. 


H. C. Warner 
Honored by Elks 


(Evening Telegraph, July 11, 


1939)—Henry C. Warner, chair- 
man of the Illinois State GrippR1 
Children's Commission, and promi- 
nent industrial, business and Civic 
leader of Dixon, was elected Grand 
Exalted Ruler of the Benevolent 
& Protective Order of Elks in St. 
Louis today at the 75th Grand 
Lodge session of the Elks. 


The newly elected head of this 


national fraternal organization, 
whose half million members and 
1500 lodges in as many Amcriran 
communities come under his ju3& 
diction, is also a member of the 
board of governors of the Illinois 
State Bar Association and a past 
president of the Lee County Bar 
association and of the 6th Supreme 
Court District Bar association. 


Abraham Lincoln Bridge Spans Rock River at Galena Avenue 
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FOR 38 YEARS 


OUTSTANDING 1951 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING—ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES—HOUSEHOLD FIXTURES 


• 


Starting in the electrical trade many years ago with the Lee 
County Power and Light Company, Mr. William Cahill under- 
took a business venture of his own in 1913. At this time Mr. 
Cahill opened a small electrical shop in his home, moving 
later the,same year to the basement at 123 W. First St. under 
where Ford Hopkins is now located, enlarging with each1 


move. On April 12, 1915, he purchased the electrical busi- 
ness at 213 W. First St., where Cafyill Electric Shop, Inc., is pres- 
ently located. Since that time continually adding to his serv- 
ice, electrical appliances and household fixtures. Enabling 
them for 38 years to offer outstanding service in electrical in- 
stallations and fixtures. 


An interior picture of the Cahill Electrical Shop, Inc., at 213 W. First St., showing the many famous 
nationally advertised appliances they handle. 
Cahill's offer major appliances, table appliances and elec- 


trical fixture of all kinds. You'll find nothing but the best at Cahill's. 
* 


Pictured above is an installation of the American Kitchen in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie L. Bothe of 
Woosung. The American Kitchen, an all steel structure, is one of America's leading kitchens. Sold and 
installed by Cahill Electric Shop in Dixon. 


Cahill's Electric Shop, Inc., uppermost in the electrical field for 
38 years, can boast of installations of the electrical wiring in the 
finest homes and commercial buildings in Dixon. One of the 
first being, the Illinois Northern Utilities Building at 413 West 
First St. plus the State Armory Building, Loveland Community 
Building, the Nurses Home and all additions at the Public 
Hospital, and such .outstanding residences as the Art Bur- 
meister home, Reynolds Wood and many others. Cahill's em- 
ploy at the present time 10 full time employees and offer a 
complete line of appliances and fixtures. You may find such 
names as Westinghouse Refrigerators and Ranges, Coolerator 
Freezers and Ranges, Hardwick Gas Ranges, Raytheon Tele- 
vision, Whirlpool Washers, American Kitchens and a full line 
of table appliances, lamps and lamp shades.x 


Above, the Dixon Publishing Co., complete wiring and fixtures.fnrnlshed by the Cahill Electric Shop. One 
of the many electrical wiring contracts handled by Dixon's outstanding Electrical Contractor. Cahfll Etec- 
tric exceb in residential wiring as well at commercial and industrial. 


CAHILL ELECTRIC 
Inc 


213 FIRST STREET 
\ 
PHONE 4-0011 
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1940..". All Roads Lead to Dixon July 4th 


Community House Erected 
As Gift of Loveland Family 


On Tuesday night, October 8, 


1940, Dixon's new 
land 
community 


$202.500 Love- 
building ! was 


dedicated at ceremonies attended 
by more than 5.000 people. 
'The beautiful and spacious civic 
center had been made possible by 
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Loveland 
to perpetuate the name of the 
Loveland family, which had 'set- 
tled in Dixon in 1837, more than 
a 
hundred years 
earlier. An 


additional endowment 'of 5350,000 
remained for maintenance of the 
structure. 


Since its dedication, Loveland 


Community House probably has 
been more responsible than any 
other Dixon institution for the 
advancement of cultural and civic 
interests in the city. The mag- 
nificent edifice has 
been 
the 


wonder and the envy of many 
cities much larger than Dixon. 


Will Xames Trustees 


Before his death in 1928, Mr. 


Loveland had drawn up a will 
bequeathing his entire estate for 
& community house in Dixon upon 
the decease of Mrs. Loveland, who 
died in 1937. Named as trustees 
for the building and its upkeep 
were his three business associates, 
F. X. Newcomer, H. E. Senneff 
and J. U. Weyant 
These men 


have continued, with H. D. New- 
comer replacing Mr. Weyant upon 
his death in 1948. 


The three were members of a 


firm founded by Mr. Loveland 
and Frank E. Stiteley in 1891, 
dealing jn real estate, loans and 
insurance. 
The firm today is 


known 
as 
F. 
X. Newcomer 


company. 


At the dedication ceremonies, 


which began at 8 p. m. Oct. 8, 
1940, addresses were made by 
Hon. John 
P. 
Devine, 
former 


speaker of the Illinois house of 
representatives, and Edward Vaile, 
president 
of the 
Dixon 
park 


district. 


Others Make Talks 


Talks were also made by Mayor 


William 
Slothower; -Walter 
C. 


Knack, president of the Chamber 
of Commerce; A. H. Lancaster, 
superintendent of Dixon schools; 
Clyde H. Lenox, commander of 
the Dixon Legion post; and Robert 
L. Warner, 
monies. 


chairman 
of cere- 


Mr. Loveland's will directed the 


trustees to provide for "the com- 


fort and pleasure of our home 
people and at no expense to them, 
a gathering place for the country 
people as well as those from the 
city, 
a 
meeting 
place 
where 


strangers coming to Dixon and 
vicinity to live will be welcome, 
get speedily acquainted and enter 
into the community spirit." 


Work Begins In 1939 


Located at 513 Second street, 


the Loveland community building 
was begun in July, 1939. 
It is 


constructed of brick and steel 
with dozens of other 
secondary 


materials from locations all over 
the country. 
Construction is of 


the Cotswold style, which origi- 
nated in the open country of rural 
England. 


The building consisted of a main 


floor, a ground floor and a second 
floor. On the main floor were the 
women's and men's club rooms, 
each.25 by 40 feet, with kitchen- 
nettes, rest rooms and a men's 
lounge;, secretary's and 
general 


public offices: director's room; and 
an assembly hall seating 500, with 
a stage and dressing rooms. 


On the ground floor was yie 


heating plant; boys' club room; 
children's play room; smaller club 
rooms and a sunken 
court; a 


dining room to seat 240 people, 
with a complete 
kitchen; 
and 


girls' club room. 


Museum, Second Floor 


On the second floor was the 


Loveland memorial museum, 35 
by 65 feet, with a work room and 
office room. 
The building was 


completely furnished, accoustlcally 
treated and provided with modern 
drinking fountains. 


Since the building's dedication, 


the museum has been filled with 
many historical exhibits relating 
to the pioneers of Lee county and 
vicinity, and the museum also 
houses many collections, such as 
the historical photographic col- 
lection of Clinton C. Fahrney and 
the botannical and geological col- 
lections of Dr. Oliver Everett, Lee 
county's most famed pioneering 
physician 


Present 
director of the Love- 


land community building is Mrs. 
Mary Downing, and custodian is 
R. F. Krahler and janitor. C. W. 
Smith. Mrs. J. B. Lennon is 
curator of the Loveland memorial 
museum. 


Summer Troupe 
Presents Dramas 


(Evening Telegraph, 
June 5, 


1940)—Director Richard 
Vernon 


of the Grand Detour Players today 
announced 'the cast of characters 
he has selected for ,this "troupe's 
first 1940 production behind the 
footlights in historic Illini hall at 
Grand Detour. 


The summer theater season— 


bringing reality to a long-cherish- 
ed dream of several residents of 
this picturesque Rock river valley 
village—is scheduled to open at 
8:30 tomorrow evening with the 
Osborn comedy, "The 
Vinegar 


Tree." 


(Dixon-Grand Detour audiences 


attending the summer theater in 
the river valley village during that 
year witnessed many fine perform- 
ances of outstanding Broadway 
shows with a distinguished cast of 
ambitious young actors, several of 
whom have continued to greater 
success m radio, theater and the 
movies). 


WELFARE SUPERIXXENTJEXT 


(Evening Telegraph, June 10. 


1940)—Mrs Gwen Bardwell John- 
son, formerly of Dixon and recent- 
ly of Rockford, has been named 
Superintendent of Public Welfare 
of Lee county by the Illinois De- 
partment of Old Age Assistance, 
to succeed Mrs. Florence Sheppard 
of Amboy, who has resigned. 


Dixon Singers Win 
Second at Chicago 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 19, 


1940)—Troubadettes—24 D i x o n 
singers whose interests and pro- 
fessions range from homemaking 
and school teaching to secretarial 
work and the practice of law— 
went to Chicago on Saturday to 
compete in the women's chorus 
division of the Chicagoland music 
festival, and came back with the 
silver cup awarded for second 
place. 


Mrs. E. M. Goodscll, founder and 


director of the chorus, received a 
gold baton. Mrs. Lyle Prescott is 
the singers' 
accompanist. 


Dr. R. Cobb Opened 
Office Here in 1940 


Dr. Ralph Cobb has maintained 


his optical busines in the City Na- 
tional Bank building since Oct. 1, 
1910. He advertises under the slo- 
gan. "Yours for better vision" and 
in his work he uses precision 
equipment including instruments 
for grinding lens, and examining 
eyes. He offers same-day service 
in repairing broken glasses. 


In addition to his establishment 


in Dixon, he also maintains an of- 
fice in Sterling and thus serves 
patrons of Lee, Whiteside 
and 


Ogle counties. 


He is a member' of the Illinois 


and American Optical 
associa- 


tions. 


Job's Daughters Base 
Ritual on Bible Phrase 


In a little more than ten years 


aince the 
founding 
date, "job's 


Daughters' lodge has grown from 
32 members to 79. 


The organization was founded 


on November 12, 1940 and the 
first Honored Queen was Elaine 
Mueller Bramer and Beulah Ten- 
Bent was the first Guardian. 


Job's Daughters take their in- 


spiration from the Bible quota- 
tion in the Book of Job: "And in 
the land were found no women as 
fair as the 
Daughters of Job." 


Today the lodge interprets 
the 


word fair to mean pure and up- 
right and it is on this that the 
beliefs of the lodge are based. 


Tenth Anniversary 


OmNovembcr 14, 1950, the an- 


nual official 
Guardian of 


visit of the Grand 
Illinois. Ruth Far- 


rcll of Chicago, marked the tenth 
anniversary of Bethel No, 59 of 
Dixon. 
At that time honorary 


degrees were given 
to Helen 


Spanglcr, Joan 
Grcasby, 
Helen 


Cronlfltcr and Sarah Hasselburg. 
This degree Is given 
to Job's 


Daughters who have reached the 
age of twenty or have married. 


Among the expansion plans for 


the future is the contest being con- 
ducted throughout the .state for 
the Bethel that has the greatest 
increase in membership in propor- 
tion to its size. 


The organization meets every 


second and fourth Tuesday in the 
Masonic Temple. 


Present officers are: 
Peggy Sue Anderson, Honored 


Queen; Carol 
Reynolds. Senior 


Princess; Martha Whitmer, Junior 
Princess; Joan Bsnnett, 
Guide; 


Bevcroly Drew, Marshall; Armllla 
Greene, Chaplain; Pat Gras.Treas- 
urer; Peggy Burgard, Librarian 
Galone Carlson, Musician; Pat Bo- 
Icndcr, Senior Custodian; Janet 
Sleasman, Junior Custodian; Julie 
Horton, 1st Messenger; 
Jackie 


Van Meter, 2nd Messenger; Xancy 
Sunfiold, 3rd Messonger; Loreata 
McDonald, 4th Messenger; Jane 
Newcomer, 5th Messenger; Bever 
ley Foster, Inner Guard; Betty 
Black. Outer Guard. 


Guardian Council — Guardian 


Mildred Hoover; GuarJian Sccrc 
tary. Irma Seidel; Guardian Treas 
urer, Frances Hutton; Guardian 
Director of Music, Pearl Rickard 


Loveland Community House 


Conference Champions of 1940 


Coach L. E. Sharpe's Dixon high school basketball squad won the North Central con- 
ference championship in 1940 with a final tally of nine victories and one defeat in 
league play. With high hopes for a membership in the state tournament's "Sweet Six- 
teen," the club was eliminated on March 6 in the sectional tournament by Rockford's 
defending state champions. The 1940 squad, pictured here, are, left to right, back 
row: Robert McNamera, Leland Shoaf, George McGraham, Cyril Shank, Bill McNich- 
ols and Richard Arnould. Front row: Bill Moser, Richard Callahan, Ardell Bugg, 


Alan Wienman, Bill Shultz, Bill Witzieb and Clarence Kelly 


Drug Store Fire Discovered by 
Plash on Telephone Switchboard 


(Evening Telegraph, April 4, 


940)—The worst fire in Dixon in 
ive years was discovered at 11:45 
>'clock last night'in the Sterling 
harmacy on Galena avenue and 
iremen worked until 4 o'clock this 
norning before the flames which 
pread throughout the three story 
tructure, were extinguished. 
The drug store is located in the 


Donahue building, one of the old- 
st structures in the business dis- 
rict, which was the scene of a se- 
ere conflagration about five" years 


°- 
The discovery of the fire was 


made in a most unusual way, the 
irst time in Dixon in which the 
larm was given by a mechanical 
evice. 
Several days ago, Mgr. 


Harry Bates of the Dixon Home 


'elephone company installed an 
utomatic telegram receiver in the 
ming department at the Sterling 
harmacy, an electric signal at the 


central exchange indicating the de- 
posit of a message at-the station. 


Last night at 11:45 o'clock the 


signal flashed on the switch board 
at the telephone office and the op- 
erator, knowing that the store 
closed about 11 o'clock, became 
suspicious that something 
was 


wrong. 
After ringiing the store 


several times and receiving no re- 
sponse, the police staton was call- 
ed and the officers informed that 
some irregularity existed at the 
Sterling drug store which was in- 
vestigated at once, police discov- 
ering the fire and summoning the 
fire department. 


The large stock in the pharmacy 


was almost a total loss, and an es- 
timate early today placed the dam- 
age at about S17.000 on the stock 
and fixtures and about $3,000 on 
the building, with partial insur- 
ance coverage. 


TB Association 
Formed in 1940 


The 
Tuberculosis 
Christmas 


Seals have reached the homes of 
,he citizens of Lee county at 
Christmas time for many years. 


Dr. E. S. Murphy, Dixon. father 


>f Doctors David 
and 
Edward 


Murphy was the first chairman 
>f the local organization. 
He was 


ntensely interested in the fight 
against tuberculosis and was later 
elected president of the Illinois 
Tuberculosis association. 


Elected Chairman 


In the year 1930, Edward A. 


Jones was elected chairman and 
the Tuberculosis Christmas Seals 
were mailed from his office and 
mder his direction until 1940. 


In 1940. 22 persons representing 


the townships of Lee county, met 
at the courthouse in Dixon and 
organized the present Lee County 
Tuberculosis Association and Ed- 
ward Jones, who had served the 
committee, was elected president. 


Public Health Nurse 


In 1940 the executive board de- 


cided to employ a full time public 
health nurse to serve as executive 
secretary and Mrs. Mary K. Lucey 
began her work in directing the 
seal sale and educational program 
throughout Lee county. Since Lee 
county had the TB tax law which 
also provided nursing care, it was 
decided in 1942 to combine this 
service and retain the sen-Ices of 
the office staff of the Lee County 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium Board on 
a pnrt time basis; namely, Marion 
Church Thomas, 
public 
health 


nurse and Miss Olive 
Reed 
as 


secretary. 


During the summer of 1845 the 


association financed an Industrial 
survey and all of the employees 
of local Industrie* were offered 
free cheat X-rays in an attempt to 
find early tuberculosis. 
Because 


of tho Increased activities of the 


program, it was decided by the 
board to employ Mrs. Connie L. 
Wood, R.N., to direct the seal 
sale. Through her efforts and the 
ncreased services to Dixon people 
the money raised was greatly in-' 
creased. 


In March, 1949, another program 


of mass X-raying was started and 
included Industries, members of 
Lee County Home Bureaus and 
their families and friends. 


Present Officers 


At the present time the follow- 


ing people serve this work in the 
fight against TB: 


Edward A. Jones, president; Dr. 


David Murphy, 
vice 
president; 


Henry A. Knetsch, second vice 
president; Miss Esther 
Barton, 


secretary; 
Royal 
Fitzsimmons, 


treasurer; Marion Church Thomas, 
public health nurse. 


Members of the Executive Com- 


mittee are: John A. Torrens, Dr. 
Thomas Caldarola, Dr. Robert 
Lesage. and William Welty. 


Charlene Stanley is office secre- 


tary. 


Legion's Air Show 
Thrills 10,000 


(Evening Telegraph. 
July 29, 


1940)—An estimated crowd of 10,- 
000 air enthusiasts thronged the 
Dixon airport yesterday to wit- 
ness the American Legion 40 A 8 
air show. 


The immense audience, sitting 


on tops of cars, sprawling on blan- 
kets on the ground, sitting sedate- 
ly In reserved scats, and some 
"Just standing" thoroughly enjoy- 
ed the aerial maneuvers put on by 
Capt. Art Davis and hi* daring 
henchmen, Art Jarred, Clarence 
Webber and "Bat Wing" Jumper 
Charley Zmuda. 


Candidates Guests 
At Lee County Fair 


C. Wayland Brooks. Republican 


candidate for United States sena- 
tor and former resident of Dixon, 
and Dwight H. Green, Republican 
candidate for governor of Illinois, 
were 
among- the 
distinguished 


guests at the opening of the eighth* 
annual Lee County Fair and Horse 
Show at Assembly park on Aug. 
23, 1940. 


Attendance records at the fair 


n 1940 shattered all previous fig- 
ures, 
i 


High School Actors 
Please Large Crowd 


(Evening Telegraph. Feb. 24. 


1940)—Thirty 
members "of 
the 


Dramatic 
club 
of Dixon high 


school played to a capacity audi- 
ence in "Miss Collegiate" Friday 
evening, and despite the large cast 
the performance moved smoothly 
and with finish. 


Lila Lee Kirk and Elwood Mc- 


31eary, in the leading roles, were 
typical collegiate girl and boy, 
and interpreted their parts with 
sincerity and understanding. 


'Dark Ages' End 
For Grid Squad 


(Evening Telegraph, April 30, 


1940)—The "dark ages" are past; 
and the evil spirits and jinxes 
which normally haunt a Friday 
the 13th will be dispelled under a 
blast of Twentieth Century illum- 
ination in September when the 
Dixon Dukes open their football 
campaign here in a nocturnal game 
with Mt. Morris high school. 


The board of education in spe- 


cial session/last night put a final 
unanimous stamp, of approval on 
the project to light the local ath- 
letic field, this bringing to, a con- 
clusion an issue which has been 
pending for many months. 


According to the present inten- 


tions of the school board, the proj- 
ect is expected to cost about $3,500 
and will include 10 poles—five" on 
each side of the field—with a to- 
tal of 60,000 watts. 


Work on the project is expected 


to begin in July or August so that 
the equipment may be fully in- 
stalled by the night of the open- 
.ng game on Sept. 13. 


» 
* » 


Dbjon's Dukes defeated Mt. Mor- 


ris, 14 to 0, on the night that a 
record crowd attended the dedi- 
:ation of the newly-lighted athletic 
:ield on Sept. 13, 1940. 


Rocky Wolfe, sports scribe for 


.he Chicago Bears, professional 
tootball team, gave a play-by-play 
description of the game over the 
sublic address system and among 
hose who participated in the for- 
mal dedication were Principal B. J. 
Frazer, 
Supterintendent 
A. H. 


^ancaster, 
Robert 
L. 
Warner, 


layor William V. Slpthower, Ed- 
vard Vaile, Walter Knack, Ward 
.tiller,'Robert Hill and Paul Potts. 


Welcome Wagon 
Greets Newcomers 


Newcomers to Dixon were greet- 


ed by a representative of the Wcl- 
:ome Wagon Service which was a 
eature of the city's hospitality in 
.940. 


Mrs. Eva Bryant was the local 


•epresentative and she introduced 
he service here in early May of 
.940. This unique service was na- 
.ionwide in scope and many years 
old in tradition. 
As local rcpre-, 


ientative of the service which was 
>perating in 600 cities. Mrs. Bry: 
ant %vas sponsored here by 18 rep- 
resentatives ffrom local firms. She 
made it her duty to greet new 
residents and brides, offering her 
aid in acquainting them with the 


schools, churches, 
and 
recreational 


city, its shops, 
parks, 
library 


centers. 
Often she carried with 


ler on her visits a market bas- 
ket of gifts from local merchants. 


Candidate Closes 
Campaign in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, April 8, 


19.10)—Flaying excessive taxation, 
)olitical 'job holders and the Kelly- 
Nash-Horner machine, Dwight M. 
Green, Republican candidate for 
governor, closed his downstate pri- 
mary 
campaign 
here 
Saturday 


night before a large crowd which 
filled the Brinton Memorial Ma- 
sonic Temple to overflowing. 


County Chairman H. C. Warner 


presided at the meeting and the 
andidate 
was 
introduced 
by 


Mayor William V. Slothower as 
the crowd ,stood and cheered loud- 
y. (Candidate Green won the pri- 
mary and was later elected gover- 
nor.) 


Patriotism Is Theme of 
Gigantic Holiday Parade 


Following the gigantic Fourth of July and Homecoming 


celebration here in 1940, The Telegraph reported: 
"The 


largest gathering of people ever assembled in Dixon on a 
single occasion attended what without doubt was the finest 
celebration ever staged in the city." 
9 


A special train brought 200 visitors and former Dixonites 


'from Chicago, and hundred! 


Historian 


FRANK E. STEVEXS 


In 1940 the Dixon public library 


was presented with a priceless, 25- 
volume collection of photographs 
of Dixon pioneers and early Dixon 
scenes in a bequest by the will 
of Frank E. Stevens. The picture 
collection required years of pain- 
staking work by the Dixon native.. 


A noted Illinois historian, news- 


paper editor and publisher and 
officeholder, Mr. Stex-ens was born 
n Dixon in 1856, the son of Capt. 
John Stevens, Civil war hero killed 
at the battle of Shiloh. 


Mr. Stevens became 
DcKalb 


county circuit clerk in 1875, later 
novmg to Huron, S. D., where he 
established 
the 
Beadle 
county 


bank. He was a Chicago broker 
ater, and in 180" moved to Syca- 
more. For a time he was editor 
and publisher of the Dixon Weekly 
Citizen. 


In 1916 he became joint publish- 


er of the Sycamore Tribune, be- 
coming sole editor and owner in 
1920. He sold the newspaper in 
1928, and was mayor of Syca- 
more for 1931-32. 


He was a member of the Illi- 


nois Historical society, Chicago 
Historical society, Lincoln associa- 
tion and Lincoln Hobby club. 
He 


was author of "The Black Hawk 
War," "Illinois in the War of 
1812," "Wakefield Sacs and Fox- 
es," "History of Hazelwood" and a 
two-volume "History of Lee Coun- 
ty." 


He was head of the state records 


department at Springfield for a 
time under Gov. Henry Horner and 
at the time of his death on Oct. 
16, 1939, was custodian of the me- 
morial room at the centennial 
building in Springfield. 


Mr. Stevens' will on May 24, 


1940, bequeathed his large. 25- 
volume collection of photographs 
of pioneer Lee countians and his- 
torical pictures to the Dixon pub- 
ic library. To this collection, The 
Evening Telegraph is indebted for 
a large number of the photographs 
n this centennial edition. 


fid NEW MEMBERS 


President Walter Knack of the 
hamber of Commerce reported 


on May 1, 1940, that 66 new mem- 
bers had been associated with the 
chamber. 


en 
W 


of 


others from nearby towns helped 
to jam the city for toe happy cele- 
bration. 
v 


t 
Forget War Jitters 


Dixonites forgot their war-time 


jittera in a program of parades, 
dances, contests and a homecom- 
ing banquet attended by 600. 
9 


From a platform erected at the 


corner of Hennepin and First 
street, numerous contests were 
conducted including those for jit- 
terbugs, pie-eaters, hog callers and 
many others. 


Climaxing the day's activities 


was the gigantic, parade held at 
noon. 
In color, originality and 


size the spectacle had never beej 
equalled in the city's history'. 
50 decorated floats and festooned 
cars, five bands, drum 
corps, 


clowns and special features made 
a long march which required over 
an hour to pass the reviewing 
stand. 


In patriotic significance, 
the 


floats celebrated the day of na- 
tional independence. The Reynolds 
Wire company's float with the 
side lettering "Thank God We 
Americans" won the first prize. 


Second prize went to the Amer- 


ican Legion float for the theme 
"A strong defense insures our 
peace." The Elks float in which 
Grand Exalted Ruler H. C. Warner 
was riding, won third. 


Committeemen 


Robert Eno was chairman of the 


parade committee and Paul Potta 
headed the contest committee. Miss 
Esther 
Barton, 
-Mrs. 
Willartl? 


Thompson and B. J. Frazer were 
the judges of the parade. Other 
outstanding floats were those of 
the Shell Oil company, the Illinois 
Northern Utilities, the Liona club, 
the Junior and Senior Chamber* of 
Commerce, the Walter Knack com- 
pany, the Wa-Tan-Ye club, and the 
Dixon Home Telephone company. 


The night show concluded in a 


burst of bombs and skyrocke^, 
sent up from the north bank or" 
the river. 
Huge letters in fire 


spelled out the day's keynote: 
"Welcome, Homecomers." 


Thousands Pledge 
Patriotism Here 


(Evening Telegraph, June 15, 


1940)—More 
than 
3,000 
men, 


women and children last evenin, 
at Haymarket Square pledged a? 
leglance to the American flag and 
renewed their patriotism to the 
nation's principles at the most 
largely attended Flag Day serv- 
ices ever conducted in Dixon. 


The Flag Day observance la 


conducted each year by the Dixon 
lodge of Elks and this year tho 
Dixon post No. 12 of the American 
Legion cooperated, together with 
all of the patriotic organizatioi«>»« 
of the city. 
^** 


PIGEON CLUB 


(Evening Telegraph, April 24, 


1940)—A new sport made Its bid 
for attention in Dixon this week 
with the organization here of the 
Racing 
Pigeon Flying club of 


which L. V. Slothower wae elected 
president. 


Foursquare Gospel Church Was 
Inspired by Famous Evangelist 


Interest in establishing a Four- 


square Gospel church in Dixon 
>egan when Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson conducted 
a 
series of 


meetings at Camp Christian at 
Franklin Grove in the early sum- 
mer of 1940. 
A group of Dixon 


people interested 
in her work, 


attended the meetings and asked 
that Dixon be next in line for a 
church. 


Rev. Mrs. A. A. Carpenter of 


California, a well-known evan- 
gelist, was sent to Dixon to do the 
pioneer work of establishing a 
church here and conducting re- 
vival meetings.- The first meetings, 
in the summer of 1940. were held 
In the Armory, but for various 
reasons, those in charge thought 
a tent would be more appropriate 
and one was purchased and erected 
at the corner of First street and 
Van Buren avenue. Services werfc 
conducted nightly, except Satur- 
day, and a large group of people 
showed interest in the meetings. 
Hymn books were provided by a 
Dixon barber and prayer meetings 
continued daily. 


Flrot Serviced 


In the fall, the group moved Into 


a store building on West Seventh 
street. With a great deal of work 
and perseverance, the 
building 


was converted into a church «nd 
the first services were held there 
on Sept. 7, 1940. 


Later the Sunday school was 


organized 
with 
22 
members 


prenent, 
Wilbur Blddlo was ap- 


jointed superintendent; 
Mary 


REVS. MR. AND MRS. G. M. BEARDSLEE 


Blddle, pianist; Beulah Murray, 
secretary; 
Mrs. Eva 
Murray, 


teacher. 


Living quarters were built In 


the rear of the building for the 
pastors. 


On Dec. 17, 1940, Rev. and Mrs. 


E. E. Westerhold arrived in Dixon 
to assume the. pastorate of the 
new church and stayed for three 
and a half yean. 


A Cnisader group was organized 


whose missionary offering* were 
often on the honor roll. Among 
the Crusader captains were Mrs. 
Helen Cheney, Miss Ardetta Root 
and others. 


Well-known evangelists have 


held «ucc«»aful campaign* Here 


and they have included Rev. and 
Mrs. Broker in August, 1942, the 
year and month that the church 
received its charter. Lloyd and 
Mary Johnson held a campaign 
here In September, 1942; and 
others have included J. Herman 
'Alexander in April, 1943; "Evan- 
gelist Tommy Hicks, July, 1944. 


Rev. and Mrs. V. Robinson were 


appointed pastors In July, 1944. 


In 1945, the building used for a 


church was sold and a new location 
was sought. For a time, services 
were held In the Woodman hall 
on First street while the base- 
ment church was being built on 
Lincoln avenue. The church waa 
completed and dedicated on Marca 


11, 1946 with several state and 
district officials present. 


Rev. and Mrs. Robinson left 


a new assignment and were sue- 
ceeded by Rev. and Mrs. Richard 
Dalrymple from March, 1946 to. 
May. 1947. Rev. and Mrs. H. H. 
Harwell were at the Dixon church 
for one year and left for Musca- 
tine, la. on May 3, 1948. Rev. 
Rose Chicarello of Chicago was 
supply pastor for a time, until the 
arrival of the present pastors, Rev. 
and Mrs. G. M. Beardslee 
in 


August, 1948. 
• 


The church membership now In- 


eludes 36 adults. The 
young 


people's Crusader group has 12 
members of which Miss Eleanor 
Beardslee is captain, and there 
are 54 members of the Sunday 
school. 
. Otho Wiggins Is Sunday school 
superintendent and the teacher* 
include Miss Wanona Reigle, Mra, 
Flora 
Leetch, 


Beardslee, Mra. Miss 
Eleanor 


Otho Wigging) 


Mr». E. H. Cassens, Rev. Ursula 
Beardslee and James Leetch. 


Rev. Beardslee is chairman «t 


the church council which also In- 
cludes Otho Wiggins. Lee Murray, 
Mrs. E. H. Cassen* and Leon 
Kinn. 


The coat of the construction at 


the church this far has been about 
97,000 which includes the base- 
ment and foundations. No further 
construction plans are contemf^ 
plated until nan fund* are avail* 


<•• 
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Didn't Arrive 


With the 


Covered Wagons.. 


BUT .... WE ARE PROUD OF THE MANY SERVICES 


WE HAVE TO OFFER OUR CUSTOMERS 


Not that we consider Dixon One-Stop 
Service an old business . . . far from it! 
We're proud of what we have already 
accomplished . . . we're mindful of the 
fact that continued success and prog- 
ress can he attained only through our 
continued efforts to give you, our cus- 
tomers, the hest of service at all times. 


In our modem Firestone Appliance and Auto Supplies Store you will find all th« leading 


Firestone Products. Before you buy, see us, use our Budget Plan. 


itt v? i v^-<p^y*^ - 
Vjy^Mi--'^ ^ 
Hf 


The entire organization of the Dixon 
o 


One-Stop Service is constantly striving 
to maintain the high standards that 
have heen responsible for the firm's 
present position of leadership in the 
field.. 


Above, our modem Parts Department with a complete line of parts to service all farm 


implements and tractors.. 


DIXON 


ONE 
STOP 


FIRESTONE PRODUCTS 
* 
ALLIS-CHALMERS 
* 


CONOCO PRODUCTS 
* 
G.M.C. TRUCKS 


106-114PEORIAAVE. 


NEW IDEA 


PHONE 4-1531 


•.ws PAPER! 
NEWSPAPER! 
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1941... Movie Stars Brighten Dixon Sky 


Amateur Drama 
Club Organized 


When the curtain went Up for 


the production of the Thurber-Nu 
gent comedy, "The Male Animal,' 
at the Loveland Community build 
ing on a fall night in 1941. the 
city was introduced to the newly- 
organized Dixon Community Play 
ers. 


This year, the tenth of the club's 


history, the members will hold 
their annual election of officers 
on May 10 in the club rooms on 
the third floors over Villiger's 
drug store. 


The little theater group was 


started in 1941 by a small group of 
persons interested in acting and 
stage production. The club was 
founded under the leadership • of 
Harold Wade of Oregon and Joe 
Hall of Dixon. Among the active 
members who were charter mem- 
bers are Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ley- 
dig and Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 
Cline. 


First President 


The club's first president was 


Joe Hall. During the first season 
the club presented, in addition to 
"The Male Animal," "The Patsy," 
and "The Charm School." 


• Throughout 
the decade, other 


club successes have been "The 
Man Who Came to" Dinner' (1944); 
"Arsenic and Old Lace" (1944); 
"Over 21" (1944); "You Can't 
Take It With. You" (1946); "Pro- 
fessor, How Could You?" (1946); 
"Magnificent 
Obsession 
(1947); 


"Dear Ruth," "Who Is Mrs. Chimp- 
•ie?" (1947-48); "Heaven 
Can 


Wait" and 
"Adam's 
Evening" 


(1948-49; "Mystery in Blue' and 
"January Thaw" (1949-50). 


Between season in the summer 


of 1950, the Community Players 


. presented "Jenny Kissed Me," 


eponsored by St. Patrick's church. 
The 1950 season began with the 
production of "The Campbells Are 
Coming." 


One-Act Plays ' 


One-act plays are 
frequently 


presented tor the entertainment of 
Dixon organizations. 


The corporation was formed and 


articles of incorporation accepted 
by the state in 1947. 


Since 1944, the club has invited 


members of the audience to cast 
their votes for the "best actor" 
and "best actress" of the season 
and those receiving the most votes 
are presented with certificates. 


The club's present membership 


is 50. During the 1950 season the 
officers included Dwayne Steph 
ens as president, Hazel Hecker 
vice president; Dick Farney, sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


Meetings are held on the second 


Thursday of each month and the 
club welcomes anyone interested 
In doing little theater work. 


Among the club's future plans 


are those of obtaining a building 
of their own for rehearsals, meet- 
ings and public presentations. 


Vaile Clothing Co. 
Started Decade Ago 


The Vaile Clothing company, lo- 


cated at 112 First street, was es- 
tablished just a decade ago, in 
May, 1941. 


The present company, headed by 


Edward Vaile as president, is an 
outgrowth of the Vaile & O'Malley 
company which was founded a 
half century ago in 1901. Mr. Vaile 
has continued active in the busir 
ness since that date. 


The company offers 
highest 


grades of nationally advertised 
men's and boys' clothing including 
Society Brand clothes, Knox hats 
and is exclusive dealer for Crosby 
Square shoes, Arrow shirts, Nel- 
son Paige shirts and Julmore 
sportswear. 


Mr. Vaile, president of the com- 


pany, is also president of the Dix- 
cn Park District; other officers of 
the firm are Robert Bovey, vice 
president; J. R. Fitzsimmons, sec- 
retary and treasurer, and Alice 
Meppen, 
acting secretary 
and 


treasurer. 


Mr. Fitzsimmons is also well 


known in Dixon as chairman of 
the retail division of the Chamber 
of Commerce and an active mem- 
ber of the American Legion. 


Louella Parsons Began 
Career on Dixon Paper 


For the "magnificent" sum of five dollars a week, Lou- 


ella O. Parsons, distinguished motion picture critic and col- 
umnist, whose name has become a by-word as well as a by-line 
in modern journalism, started her newspaper career in Dixon. 


Miss Parsons was born in Freeport, 111., and came here 


while still a small child. In Dixon she attended the high 
school and Dixon college and during her vacations she re- 
ported drama, society and -bits of news for one of the daily 
newspapers here. 
N 
__ 


While working on the newspa 


per here, Miss Parsons wrote her 
first "scoop" when she reported 
the story of a young college boy 
who shot a bartender who refusec 
to sell him a drink because he was 
a minor. Miss Parsons' story was 
carried by the Chicago newspaper 
but without benefit of the by-line 
which now distinguishes her as one 
of Hollywood's most able reporters 
who is read by millions. 


Miss Parsons gave up newspa- 


per work for a time when she mar- 
ried John Parsons and they moved 
to Burlington. la., to live. Mr. Par- 
sons died when their daughter, 
Harriet, was still a very small 
child. 
In an effort to support 


herself and child, Miss Parsons re- 
turned to newspaper work. 


Turning Point In Career 


A turning point in her career 


came when she was introduced to 


eorge K. Spoor, head of the Es- 


sanay Film company. Miss Par- 
sons sold him a scenario for $25 
and later Mr. Spoor gave her a 
position with his company, writing 
icenarios 
for 
the screen. 
She 


turned out three a week and in ad- 
dition she read all the scenarios, 
t>ooks and manuscripts submitted 
to the film company for considera- 
tion. 


In the course of one year, Miss 


Parsons read about 20,000 manu- 
scripts. The department grew in 
size and Miss Parsons was placed 
in charge. About this .time, she 
wrote a book called "How to 
write for the Movies," published by 
A. C. McClure, which was used as 
a textbook in several universities. 
The Chicago Herald bought it and 
was sufficiently interested to give 
her a job writing a motion picture 
column for their daily newspaper. 
This was the first movie column 
written for a newspaper, and the 
managing editor, who thoroughly 
disapproved of the 
assignment, 


tried to bury it with the obituary 
columns. 
But he was overruloc 


by the publisher who felt there 
was a distinct need for this sor 
of column with the growing popu 
larity of the movies. 


Covers "Easlland" Disaster, 


In Chicago one of Miss Parsons 


most memorable assignments was 
the "Eastland" disaster when the 
excursion boat capsized and hun 
dreds of persons were killed. Miss 
Parsons' assignment was to Inter- 
view families of the victims. 


After William Randolph Hearst 


>ought out the Chicago Herald 
nd combined it with the Chicago 
Sxaminer, his organization did not 
eel that there was enough intcr- 
'st in motion pictures to make 
•liss Parsons' services necessary; 


With her young daughter and 


ier entire savings of $200 
she 


went to work on the Morning Tcle- 


raph—a job which continued for 
ive years. Mr. Hearst offered an 
ncreascd salary and she went to 
vork for his organization. 


In 1925, due to ill health, she 


moved to California. On her recov- 
ry, Mr. Hearst made her motion 
icture editor for Universal Serv- 
ce and head of all the motion pic- 
ure departments of the Hearst 
ervice. Her articles were syndi- 
cated in all Hearst papers. 


Wide Acquaintance 


Miss Parsons, since her work in 


Hollywood began, is credited with 
nore scoops on motion picture 
lappenings, divorces, marriages, 
romances, deaths, social events, 
tc,, than any other film writer. 
Thcso scoops were made possible 
>y her wide acquaintance and 
•cars of friendship with nil of the 
lollywood celebrities and execu- 
tives. 


In 192S, Miss Parsons made her 


lebut as a radio personality when 
he interviewed stars on the air. 
>he continued this work for sev- 
eral years. 


In 1930 Miss Parsons married 


Dr. Harry W. Martin, well known 
Hollywood specialist, nnd they pur- 


Co. A Departs 
For Tennessee 


(Evening Telegraph, March 19, 


1911)—Dixonites turned out by 
the hundreds today to bid fare- 
well to Co. A, 129th Infantry, 
U.S.A., as it entrained at 11 a.m. 
at the North Western passenger 
station for Camp Forrest, Tenn., 
to begin at least a year of regular 
army life. 


The 
Dixon 
Municipal band 


assembled at the depot and played 
several numbers until the special 
troop tram left for Chicago. 


President Walter Knack of the 


Dixon Chamber of Commerce and 
Mayor William V. Slothower made 
brief addresses to the soldiers and 
cigarets were given to each. 


. First Lt. Wayne K. Wolfe, com 
pany commander, expressed the 
appreciation of the • five officers 
and 97 enlisted men for the aid 
and entertainment extended the 
company before its departure. 


Citizens displayed the flag be- 


fore homes and business places on 
the morning of the company's de- 
parture. An advance detail pre- 
ceded them to prepare the camp 
for their arrival. 


Sewing Machine 
Center in 4 Counties 


Walter L. Zink, owner of the 


Sewing Machine Center at 105 
Hennepin avenue, opened his store 
just ten years ago in May, 1941. 


It is believed that in the ten 


years since the company began, it 
has become the largest exclusive 
distributors of sewing machines 
in northwestern Illinois. 


The equipment used by the 


company i n c l u d e s lathe-drill 
presses, special tools for rebuild' 
ing and repairing sewing machines. 
In addition to selling nationally 
known sewing machines, the com- 
panyx also maintains a sewing 
school and rebuilds old machines 
into electric ones. 
The company 


now serves a four-county area. 
Stores Sponsor 
City Egg Hunt 


(Evening Telegraph, March 20, 


1941)—Window peepers roved at 
will by the hundreds through 
Dixon last evening, but no one 
challenged their presence, for all 
were engaged in the fun of a gi- 
jantlc Easter egg hunt arranged 
>y 95 Dixon merchants. 


Windows of participating stores 


.he length and breadth of Dixon's 
business d i s t r i c t , attractively 
dressed for the spring shopping 
season, were the center of attrac- 
ion. There, concealed amid dis- 
>lays 
of 
merchandise—ranging 


rom Easter finery to drugs and 
groceries—was the aggregate so- 
ution of the evening's contest, 
i-arying from three to 10 eggs to 


window. 
(The merchants gave S125 in 


>nzes to the winners—those who 
found the most nearly correct 
number of eggs in each window 
and the grand total for all windows 
—at a meeting two days later. 
Winners were: Mrs. C. L. Dougher- 
y, $75; Mrs. Homer Henson, $25; 
Byron Chiverton, $10; John Grove. 
5; Miss Marie Henson, $5; and 
Bill Schrock, $5. The total number 
of eggs was -187.) 


Stars Entertained at Community House 


chased a home in Beverly Hills. 


Through the years, Miss Par- 


:0ns' fame as a movie columnist 
ias not dimmed. 
Today she is 


pad by millions of people across 
he nation in her Hearst syndicat- 
•>d daily column of news, gossip 
incl comment. 


Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen (seated) presides at the tea table during the reception held 
for the visiting Hollywood personalities. Standing, left to right, they are: Jerry Co- 
lonna, Ronald Reagan, Louella Parsons, Bob Hope, Ann Rutherford and George Mont- 


gomery. 


Celebrities Visit Hazelwood Estate 


H»*\ 
Nr£t 


On the second day of their'visit to Dixon, the movie- celebrities were entertained at 
Hazelwood estate. Pictured here are, left to right, Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon, Joe E. 
Brown, Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen, hostess, Mrs. Mabel Shaw, publisher of the Evening 
Telegraph, Louella Parsons, Ann Rutherford, Ronald Reagan and George Montgomery. 


Addition to KSB Hospital Is Dedicated 


Athletic Field Named 
Honoring Dixon Hero 


On Dec. 19, 1941, The Telegraph 


announced that the athletic field 
at the University of Montana, Mis- 
soula, had been dedicated 
and 


named for Paul Logan Dornblaser; 
'ormerly of Dixon. 


The former Dixon man had be- 


come a University of Montana 
'ootball hero and afterward had 
been 
killed in action at Mont 


Blanc, France, while fighting with 
he Marine Corps on Oct. 8, 1918. 


Telegraph Reveals 
Circulation of 7,035 


The Telegraph 
announced on 


Jan. 8, 1941, that its circulation 
was 7,035, a new all time high, 
based on ABC figures. 
• • • 


On Jan. 13. eighty-four Dixon 


Evening Telegraph carrier-sales- 
men and invited guests gathered 
at the Loveland Community House 
for the second annual carrier- 
salesman party and a "7,000 cir- 
culation victory dinner." 


Cuf Sole Factory 
Constiucts Addition 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 24, 


1941)—Work is being pushed on 
the Dixon cut sole plant of the 
Freeman Shoe company on Lin- 
coln avenue with an addition which 
it-is hoped will be made ready for 
occupancy in three weeks. 


The addition is north of the 


present plant and is 180 feet long 
and 50 feet wide, providing an ad- 
ditional 9,000 square feet of floor 
space. 


Two-Day Festivities Honor 
Miss Parsons and Reagan 


The stars were bright over the Rock-River valley 01 


a September week-end in 1941 when a celestial parade o 
movie celebrities touched the warm autumn nights wit! 
magic and turned Dixon into a firmament of brilliance. 


The distinguished Hollywood guests included Louelk 


Parsons, Ronald Reagan, Bob Hope, Jerry Colonna $inr 
Rutherford, George Montgomery, Joe E. Brown, Bebe Dan 
iels, Ben Lyon and Harriet Parsons. 
~ 
A two-day celebration honorinj 
Dixon Home Unit 
Ordered to Duty 


On Dec. 10, 1941, The Telegraph 


reported that Co. A of Dixon, a 
unit of the Illinois Reserve Militia, 
had been ordered to active duty 
and would guard bridges on key 
highways and railroads through- 
out the state. 


The Dixon unit was ordered to 


Savanna. Those who left the next 
day included: Cpl. Jesse Wirth. 
Pvt. John Small, Cpl. Lyle Pres- 
cott, Pvt. Lee Kreitzer, Pvt. 
Charles Quaco, Pvt. Elwood Lar- 
son, Sgt. Melvin Cory, Capt. J. M. 
Brady and Pvt. D. J. Lyons. 


The Telegraph began a campaign 


Lo furnish cigarets to the Dixon 
unit from donations by local citi- 
zens and groups. 


Phillips Bake Shop 
Offers Wide Variety 


'The Phillips Bake Shop at 219 
First street has been owned and 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. H. M. 
Phillips since March, 1941. 


The bakery employs eight per- 


sons and is one of the most com- 
pletely equipped retail bake shops 
n northern Illinois. 
The shop 


specializes in wedding and birth- 
day cakes in addition to a high 
quality and variety of 
bakery 


joods and pastries. 


Serving the entire Dixon trading 


area, it is the company's policy to 
provide a wide variety of bake 
;oods and to offer fast, courteous 
service. 


The shop is a members of the 


Associated 
Retail 
Bakers 
of 


America and subscribes to na- 
tional baked goods advertising. 
Gracey Fur Shop 
Offers Safe Storage 


The Gracey Fur shop at 212 N. 


Jennepin avenue maintains the 
ilogan: "Buy Your Furs from a 
Furrier." 
The shop was cstab- 


ished in 394-1 and now serves the 
northern Illinois trading area. 


The shop is located in a brick 


and reinforced concrete building 
vhich is not only fireproof but also 
ncludcs a safe, temperature and 
lumidity controlled storage vault, 
n addition to a storage vault and 
he display rooms, the -company 
also maintains a work shop for 
leaning, 
repairing, 
remodeling 


and 
styling 
custom-made 
fur 


garments. 


The company is a member of the 


American Furriers association. 
Governor Talks 
On Highway Tour 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Sept. 
'1, 


941)-rGov. 
Dwight 
H. 
Green 


arrived In Dixon at noon on his 
nspection tour of the Lincoln 
highway from Geneva to Sterling, 
accompanied by an almost mile- 
ong automobile caravan, and made 


15-minute stop at the Nachusa 


hotel where he spoke from the 
porch. 


He will return to Dixon in the 


afternoon to play a round of golf 


t the Dixon Country club and will 
iroceed to the Pines State park 
vhere he will spend the night. 
* • • 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 3, 


941)—Gov. Dwight H. Green and 
several department heads of the 
,tate 
administration 
conducted 


heir first official inspection of 
he Dixon state hospital today. 


PROCLAIMS FLAG WEEK 
The Telegraph announced on 


rune 4, 1941, that Mayor William 
r. Slothower had'proclaimed June 
!-14(as Flag Week in Dixon. 


j*>St! 
isrcrn 


Miss Parsons, a former resident o 
Dixon. and Ronald Reagan, whc 
had also lived in Dixon foe severa 
years, and 
who had 
attendee 


schools here, included a progran 
of brilliant events. There were pa 
rades, coast-to-coast broadcasts, t 
banquet, a grand ball and th' 
world premiere of a motionW/lic. 
ture. 


Benefit for Hospital 


All proceeds from the homccom 


ing celebration were for the bene- 
fit of the Katherine Shaw Bethea 
hospital here. One of the majoi 
events on the program include! 
the dedication of a new ward 
the hospital by Miss Parsons. 


The week-end began with th« 


arrival of the Hollywood 
at the Chicago & Northwe 
depot where Miss Parsons was 
presented with the key to the city 
by Mayor William V. Slothower, 
and a thirty-minute program o; 
entertainment was ' attended by 
thousands from Dixon and the sur- 
rounding territory. 


At a four o'clock tea at the 


Loveland Community House on th« 
first day of the celebration, Mrs. 
Zoe Osborn Latham, Mrs. H 
Bardwell, Mrs. Warren G» Murray, 
Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen, Mrs. Z. 
W. Moss, Mrs. Theodore Fuller anc 
Mrs. Eustace Shaw were hostesses. 


Later that afternoon-a nation- 


wide broadcast over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and featur- 
ing the Hollywood guests was pre- 
sented from the. Community House 
auditorium. 


Luncheon at Haxchvood 


The second day, Septembers. 


Mrs. Walgreen was hostess tK. a 
luncheon at Hazelwood and other 
events included a gigantic parade, 
a banquet at the Masonic Temple, 
the world premiere of the motion 
picture, "International Squadron," 
starring Ronald Reagan, and a 
grand ball at the Armory. 


In Dixon's long history of re- 


ceiving and entertaining distin- 
guished visitors, there was per- 
haps no event in modern 
more brilliant. 


Special Teh-graph Edition 


As a contribution to the festivi- 


ties, The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
published a 48-page souvenir edi- 
tion on Sept. 12 containing biogra- 
phies and pictures of the Holly- 
wood guests, a ^program of the 
week and events, articles by Dixon 
people who were friends of Miss 
Parsons and Mr. Reagan. 


N.'H. Kaiserman and Walt^-C. 


Knack were co-chairmen foi'W.e 
two-day 
program. 
The 
Dixon 


Chamber of Commerce, the Lions 
club. The Telegraph and the Jun- 
ior Association of Commerce nil 
assisted in promoting, planning 
and staging the fcstiivties. 
Civil Defense Opens 
Rolls for Vblunfeers 


(Evening Telegraph, ScptjMT. 


1941)—A municipal civilian ae- 
fensc council is to be organized in 
Dixon in compliance with a nation- 
wide movement suggested by the 
federal government, with Mayor 
William Slothower, chairman. 


An emergency ordinance provid- 


ing for such an organization was 
passed at the regular city council 
meeting last evening. 
• • * 


Evening 
Telegraph, 


1941)—Mayor William Slothower 
last evening informed city council 
members that the Dixon Civilian 
Defense Council was in active op- 
eration and that the rolls for th« 
registration of 
volunteers 
for 


emergency activity were now open. 


He also announced that he had 


selected the city commission to 
control the distribution of automo- 
bile tires here and that he had Jo 
warded the names of membe" 
Washington for confirmation and 
appointment. 


Dixon} Company A Departs for Active U. S. Army Service 
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1942...Dixon 'Blacks Out' in Mock Raid 


Darkness Blankets County 
During Half-Hour 'Air Alert' 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 


on August 13, 1942 proudly pub- 
lished 24 square inches of black 
space on its front page. 
,^The three-column 
splotch of 


Kack, proclaimed the newspaper, 
was a photograph of the city of 
Dixon during its first successful 
"blackout," a new word In the 
lexicon of total warfare. 


The blackout practice was part 


of the array's sixth service com- 
mand defense against possible air 
raids, and "encompassed an area 
of 50,000 square miles and parts of 
four midwestern states. The air 
xM 
blackout practice 
affected 


™,COO,000 persons. 


Commented The Telegraph on 


the 
blackout: 
"No one flying 


cross-country 
over 
Lee county 


last night would have guessed that 
nearly 50,000 people lived down 
below." 


Alerted Beforehand 


The city and county had been 


alerted before the blackout and 
civilian defense workers and citi- 
K>ns were ready to do their part 
To make the blackout successful. 
A preliminary warning was given 
at 9:57 p. m. and from 10 to 10:30, 
"an impenetrable blanket of dark- 
ness blotted out the entire area. 
Buildings, factories, homes and 
the river were shrouded from a 
possible air attack." 


The Telegraph added: 
"The test wasn't quite 100 per 


cent successful in Dixon, but it 
came very close to being so, civil- 
j^.n defense officials declared to- 


day. Only two major violations 
were reported. In both instances, 
night lights had been left burning 
In downtown offices. 


Minor Violations 


"In addition there were a num- 


ber of minor violations, which, 
nevertheless could prove disas- 
trous in the event the unexpected 
happens and some day there are 
enemy planes in the Dixon area. 
£j "These included the smoking of 
*cigarets by less than a dozen pcr- 


nons and striking of matches near 
the widows of homes or stores, 
which is particularly dangerous 
because of the reflection from the 
glass." 


During the blackened half-hour 


a practice "alert" brought out the 
fire truck, manned by auxiliary 
firemen and accompanied by aux- 
iliary policemen, first aid units 


-i2nd an ambulance, in response to 
*"-i call from a west end air raid 


warden. The entire unit operated 
under blackout restrictions, with 
shrouded lights on all vehicles. 
, 
27 'Phone Calls 


According to The Telegraph, the 


Dixon Home Telephone company 
reported only 27 calls during the 
period, most of them civilian de- 
fense communications with con- 
trol headquarters in the city hall. 


During the 30-minute blackout 
£ period, Company A of the Illinois 


Reserve Militia co-ordinated with 
the Dixon civilian defense council. 
Credit for the success of the test 


given to the various co-ordi- 


nating units led by: John Tor- 
rens, Lee county co-ordinator of 
civilian defense; Arthur Handell, 
Lee county's chief air raid war- 
den; Sheriff Gilbert Finch, Dr. J. 
B. Werren and the first aid units; 
Capt. J. M. Brady and the reserve 
militia, and the Dixon council of 
national defense, which included: 


City Civil Defense 


Mayor William V. Slothower, 


president and executive officer; 
Arnold V. Lund, vice president and 
co-ordinator; Charles K.. Willett, 
engineering and sanitation; Clyde 
Lenox, 
police and fire d,ePart" 


ments; Joe F. Vaile, street and 
sewer divisions: Glenn F. Coe, 
utilities; Richard C. Joslyn, indus- 
tries; W. E. Beanblossom. food 
distribution; John Da vies, finance, 
and Rae E. Arnould, education and 
finance. 


Although actual warfare fortu- 


nately was kept on foreign shores, 
the blackout test showed that 
Dixon and Lee county and their 
citizens were deadly serious in 
their attitudes toward the war and 
in their readiness to confront such 
an emergency if it did occur. 
Dixon Described 
In Encyclopedia 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 
6, 


1942)—Dixon is the subject of 
one of 2,811 articles revised for 
the latest printing of Encyclopedia 
Britannica. The new article, based 
on information supplied by the 
Dixon Chamber of Commerce, ap- 
pears in the reference work as folr 
lows: 


DIXON. a city of northern Illi- 


nois, U.S.A., on the Rock river 
and the Lincoln highway, 98m. w. 
of Chicago; the county seat of Lee 
county. It is served by the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern and the Illi- 
nois Central railways. 


The population was 
8,191 
in 


1920 (91 per cent native white), 
and was 10.671 in 1940 by the 
federal census. Dixon is the center 
of a rich farming region, and has 
a number of manufacturing indus- 
tries, for which the river supplies 
power. 


Assembly of God Church 
To Dedicate New Edifice 
The Assembly of God church had 


its beginning in a tent located on 
West First street in June, 1942 
under the direction of Evangelist 
Roy L. Buckley of Rockford. 


When the tent meetings ended 


early in September, the newly- 
formed congregation moved into a 
hall at 309 West First street and 
Rev. A. J. Shields of Mascoutah, 
111., became the pastor. 


In May, 1943 the congregation 


moved into the brick building on 
the corner of 500 West First street 
and continued to hold services 
there until it was decided that a 
new church should be built. 


From June to September, 1947, 


the church held services in a tent 
on Chicago avenue and in the fall, 
meetings were held at the home of 
the pastor at 210 Dement avenue. 


The site for the present building 


was acquired in the fall of 1947 
and construction was started. The 
first service was held in the new 
edifice on the first Sunday in 
October, 
1948. 
A 
dedication 


service is planed for this June. 


Building Costs $18,000 


Cost of the building when com- 


pleted is estimated to be nearly 
$18.000. 


Twenty-two families now com- 


prise the congregation 
of the 


Assembly of God church in Dixon. 
The present Sunday school has a 
total enrollment of 101. 


The adult 
Bible 
class 
was 


organized in October,' 1948, with 
Mrs. Mabel Wells as the first 
president. 
Mrs. Ira Bogue is the 


current leader. 


The Young People's Society was 


organized in February, 1950, with 
Logan Bain as the first president. 


A Woman's Missionary Council 


It was laid out in 1835 by John 


Dixon (1784-1876), the first white 
settler in the county, and was 
chartered as a city in 1859. 
In 


1832, at the -close of the Black 
Hawk War, Jefferson Davis, Zach- 
ary Taylor and Abraham Lincoln 
were comrades in the old block- 
house that stood near the north- 
ern end of the 
present 
bridge 


across the river. 


REVS. MR. AND MRS. A.;', WELLS. 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 


Dixon Dukes in State Tournament 


Dixon Dukes went to the state high school basketball tournament in Champaign in 1942, 
losing to the Decatur team, 53-37. They were (I. to r.): Front row, Frank Leeper, 


¥>*. 
T7 A M 
M fyvtvS.** 
UA*«I 
T>A.**HA.lyjM 
f^.n^I C*t.^_1_ 
T^ 1 
V 
- fM. . .. 
•_ 
• 
. 
* 
_ 
. 
_ 
_ 
* 
- ' 
, 
. 
. 
. , 
per, 
Jo Van Meter, Paul Reynolds, Cyril Shank, John Loftus; back row, Coach Sharpe A. 
C. Bowers, Goff, Walter Knack, Jr., Bryce Hubbard, Marshall, Alexander, Asst. Coach 


Lindell. Leeper and Reynolds were killed in action in World War IL 


was organized in October, 1950, 
and Mrs. W. H. Bacon was chosen 
president. 


The present pastors, Rev. and 


Mrs. A. J. Wells (Mrs. Wells is also 
a licensed minister), have been 
associated with the church since 
October 1, 1945. Together with a 
board 
of 
four 
trustees they 


launched the building program in- 
cluding a 
proposed 
parsonage 


which is planned on the lot adjoin- 
ing the church. 


The church property is located 


at the corner of Spruce street and 
Hemlock avenue. 


Mothers' Club 
Founded in '42 


The Mothers' Study club was 


organized in November, 1942, and 
came into 
being 
through 
the 


efforts of the Rev. Roy W. Ford 
of the First Christian church of 
Dixon. 


The firsts meeting 
was held 


October 23, 1942, at the home of 
Mrs. Lee Rintoul, but the club was 
not actually organized until the 
next meeting on November 6. 
There were 11 members at that 
time. 


The first officers were: presi- 


dent, Mrs. Clytae 
Taylor: 
vice 


president, Mrs. 
Norris 
Polhill; 


secretary and treasurer, Mrs. Lee 
Rintoul; devotional leader, Mrs. 


Ralph LeFevre; program 
chair- 


man, Mrs. Roy Ford: publicity 
chairman, Mrs. Arthur Teeter; 
and entertainment chairman, Mrs. 
Ted Rhodes. 


The present membership is 25, 


and is limited to that number so 
meetings can be held in the various 
homes of members. 


The meetings are held every two 


weeks on Wednesday night. The 
1950-51 officers 
are: 
president, 


Mrs. Keneth Ehlbeck; vice-presi- 
dent, 
Mrs. 
Corbus 
Hoffman; 


secretary, Mrs. Leroy Fane; and 
treasurer, Mrs. Lee Rintoul. 


The club contributes annually 


to the Scouting organizations, the 
Red Cross and the Tuberculosis 
Association. The group also has 
a Christmas project each year, 
when it helps the needy or sick. 


AUXILIARY FIREMEN 


(Evening Telegraph. Feb. 12, 


1942)—A meeting of auxiliary fire- 
men of Dixon under the civilian 
defense setup was held at the 
city hall last evening at which 
Commissioner Cal Tyler explained 
the program and Fire Chief Sam 
Cramer explained proper procedure 
in case demolition or incendiary 
bombs are dropped. 


ARMY SHOE ORDER 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 
4, 


1942)—The Dixon plant 
of 
the 


Freeman Shoe company is in the 
midst of huge army defense orders, 
it was learned' today when Supe,r- 
intendcnt Robert Axline informed 
the Telegraph of two orders to- 
taling 122.550 pairs of shoes to be 
turned out. 


GAS RATIONING 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 17, 


1942)—Registration for gasoline 
ration books for automobiles and 
motorcycles 
will 
be conducted 


Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
in Dixon. Superintendent A. H. 
Lancaster announced today. 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 


(Evening Telegraph. 
Feb. 
7, 


1942)—Th'e city council at 
its 


weekly 
meeting 
last 
evening 


adopted resolutions providing; for 
the compliance with the nation- 
wide movement of daylight sav- 
ings. 


RELIEF ROLLS CUT 


The Telegraph announced on 


Feb. 2, 1942, that Lee county re- 
lief rolls had been cut 58.6 per 
cent between December, 1910, and 
December, 1941. 


1902 
1951 


DIXON LODGE NO. 779 


Nearly a 


Half A Century 


of Community Service 


AND HONORED NATIONALLY 


IN 1939 WITH THE ELECTION OF ONE 


OF ITS PAST EXALTED RULERS TO 


GRAND EXALTED RULER 


• 


OFFICERS 


EXALTED RULER 
Lowell Whitebread 


ESTEEMED LEADING KNIGHT 
Elwyn Glessner 


ESTEEMED LOYAL KNIGHT 
Ralph Salzman 


LECTURING KNIGHT 
John Cahill 


ESQUIRE 
:. 
Howard Lieber 


INNER GUARD 
! 
Vernon Swan 


CHAPLAIN 
Frank Daschbach, Sr. 


ORGANIST 
G. H. RaHenberger 


PRESIDING JUSTICE 
Warren Badger 


TREASURER 
Evar Swanson 


SECRETARY 
1 
George Joyce 


* TRUSTEES 


Wm. V. Slothower - Hiram Walder - Gerald L. Jones 


* Two new trustees were elected since this advertisement went to press. 


The Officers, Trustees and Members of the Dixon Lodge, Number 779, 


B. P. O. E., extend most hearty congratulations to The Dixon Evening 
Telegraph upon the completion of 100 years of continuous publishing. 


EWSPA.PERI 


Centennial Edition 
ft 
ft 
• 
ft 
ft 
ft 
1851— DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH— 1951 
& 
ft 
, ft ft . 
ft 
Centennial Edition 


Interior of 
Brooks E-Z 


Self Service 


. Drug Sfore 


Located at 


119-121 First St. 


YOU CAN GET IT AT 
BROOKS DRUG STORE 


Ever stop to think what a truly modern drug store 
such as Brooks' offers you? A person seldom comes 
down town for any purpose but what he visits the 
drug store for some needed item .. . perhaps in the 
tobacco line, maybe razor blades or toothpaste... 
or could be your favorite magazine. Sure, we also 
have candies and cosmetics, greeting cards and alarm 
clocks, fountain pens and salted nuts, baby needs or 
cameras, to mention just few of the things you 
need and use from day to day. 


In fact we're exclusive dealers- for Andes candies; 
"His" men's toiletries; Bourjois, Blanchard, Corday, 
Beau Belle, Dorothy Perkins, Barbara Gould, Coty, 
Max Factor lines of toiletries; and, in the veteri- 
nary field, Beebe, Lederle, and Squibb animal 
medicines. 


As always, our pride and joy is our clean, shining prescription department, 
where your doctor's prescription is carefully compounded from the finest, 
freshest ingredients it is possible to secure. Your prescription is prepared by 
experienced, registered pharmacists who follow your doctor's specifications 
to the letter. As we have the largest drug inventory in Dixon, Brooks' carries 
all the popular, proven remedies for the many minor ailments and injuries that 
beset every family. 


Yes, You Can Get It at 


.5*0045 


1947 


1951 


Above, Allan Mollisoh works on a prescription in 
Brooks, immaculate prescription department, as 
Earnest Brooks, proprietor, takes a repeat order 
over the phone. All ingredients are fully catalogued 
here, and compounded with precision by these two 
expert registered pharmacists with 65 years of, 
combined registered pharmacists experience. Too, 
Brooks' has the largest drug inventory in Dixon, 
asurring that you get what your doctor prescribes. 


E-Z SELF SERVICE 
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PHONE 4-1971 
DIXON. ILLINOIS 
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1943...'V-Day Fete Jams Lowell Park 


18,000 Attend Open House 
To See CROP Exhibitions 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 
25, 


1943)—More than 18,000 guests 
turned out at Green River Ord- 
nance plant yesterday in weather 
of 42 degrees to see impressive ex- 
fibits of their country's might as- 
sembled for their inspection by the 
ordnance department under Maj. 
C. G. Tolson, commanding officer 
of GROP's productions. 


They saw a huge M-4 General 


Sherman tank, which played a 
major role in the defeat of the axis 
In Africa and Sicily; a half track, 
used for rapid movement of troops; 
105 mm. howitzers; 75 mm. field 
guns;'44 mm. Bofors anti-aircraft 


<Q:Uns; mighty 90 mm. anti-aircraft 


guns, with ranges of more than 
50,000 feet, and both 50 and 30 
caliber-machine guns. 


Blockbuster "Awful" 


All these things impressed them, 


but the 4,000-pound blockbuster is 
of such awful magnitude th.nt it is 
difficult to describe. 


GROP's own exhibits of ammu- 


nition included rockets, rifle gre- 
nades, 
bomb fragments, 
160'J- 


pound bombs, 16-inch armor-pier- 
cing projectiles. 6-inch projectiles 
M-60 fuses, 155 mm. rounds anc 
105 mm. projectiles. The exhibits 
caused 50 visitors to join the ranks 
of the production soldiers on the 
spot. 


Governor Talks 


The highlight of the afternoon 


was a briefaddress by Gov. Owight 
H. Green. Other parts of the pro- 
gram included drills oy Company 
A of the Illinois Reserve Militia, 
music by the Savanna depot band, 
presentation of one-year awards 
to 25 GROP workers, introduction 
of service men and relatives of sol- 
dier heroes, precision drills by the 
732nd military battalion of Camp 
DesPlaines and various exhibits. 


Circle tours of the area by train 


and bus. free movies and visits to 
two of the loading lines completed 
the program. 


*'Dogs for Defense9Meets 
Hearty Response in Dixon 


Not only did Dixon citizens con- 


tribute their share toward winning 
World War n, but many of the 
city's animals, too, came in for 
their share of honors in the de- 
^f.nse effort. 


The Telegraph reported on Feb. 


17, 1943, that two young Dixon 
girls, Sisters Jacqueline and Bar- 
bara Rupper, had turned over their 
pet German shepherd dog, "Nig," 
to the "Dogs for Defense" division, 
later called the Army "K-9" corps. 


The dog's young mistresses turn- 


ed their pet over to the army at 
ftockford with a pat on the back 
^|nd final instruction to the animal 
lo "bite a Jap." 


Several days later Telegraph 


readers were informed of another 
bit of patriotism concerning a dog, 
which many people considered to 
be a. little too ardent. The news- 


V-Home Program 
Begins in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 26, 


1943)—-"Every home in Di;:on a 
V-Home" is the goal set by work- 
ers in the campaign beginning next 
Mon8ay"urider auspices of the local 
defense council. 


Members of Dixon Intermediate 


Girl Scout troops 
will deliver 


blanks to each door in town, ac- 
cording to Mrs. I. B. Hoefer, chair- 
man of the V-Home campaign. The 
V-Hom'e is a badge of honor for 
"*milios who ha.ve made them- 
•clvea into a fighting unit on the 
home front. 


Householders will be asked to 


migh a pledge that they will devote 
all their energies to the fight for 
freedom by following civil defense 
instructions; 
conserving 
food, 


clothing, transportation and 
health; salvaging essential mate- 
rials: refusing to spread rumors; 
f\d buying war bonds and stamps 
igularly. 
Hundreds Get Look 
At Midget Jap Sub 


Hundreds of Dixonites viewed a 


two - man Japanese submarine 
which was brought to the city on 
Aug. 23, 1943, during a war bond 
Bale campaign. 


The midget submarine had been 


raptured after the attack on Pearl 
ftarbor 
by the Japanese, Dec. 7, 


15*41. 


paper reported: 


"Sheriffs of Lee and Winnebago 


counties were today joined in a 
search for Jack, an 'eight-year-old 
German shepherd dog belonging to 
County Farm Advisor C. E. Yale 
of Amboy. The dog is believed to 
have been mistakenly seized for 
military service in the Dogs for 
Defense corps. 


"Jack disappeared suddenly a 


few days ago and was sought for 
some time before it developed that 
he had been a victim- of mistaken 
identity. A neighbor, Harry Long- 
man, had presented his fine Ger- 
man shepherd dog to the Dogs for 
Defense corps. When agents for 
the corps went to Amboy, they se- 
lected Jack from the neighborhood. 


"Sheriff Bates has been request- 


ed to secure Jack's honorable dis- 
charge from further army train- 
ing." 


Civil Defense Alert 
Reported Effective 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 25, 


1943)—An exercise of the Dixon 
civilian defense council, which was 
carried out this morning, proved 
effective throughout,, ..the .xc.om- 
munity, according to defense "of- 
ficials, who conducted the alert 
period. 


Sirens were tested at 11:30 and 


again at 12, and although the 
signals were weak in some areas, 
most of Dixon was covered by 
the audible signal. Chief Air Raid 
Warden William Cinnamon re- 
ported coverage on reports from 
all except one precinct. 


Capt. E. C. Porter, 
auxiliary 


police head, reported equal activity 
in his department. All sections 
of the city were covered by aux- 
iliary police within the half-hour 
period. 
Farmers Sell Timber 
For 'Spanking' Axis 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 25. 


1943)—Farmers of Ogle, Winne- 
bago and Stephenson counties are 
helping spank 
the 
Axis 
with 


boards sawed from trees that were 
saplings when Chief Blackhawk 
roamed this section of northern 
Illinois. 


Lumber sold by the farmers will 


be used in crating war supplies for 
shipment to Russia, North Africa 
and wherever Hitler exposes his 
flanks for punishment. 


Dixon Had Become Modern City in 1943 


Dixon had achieved its ultimate appearance as a modern, thriving city in this aerial view of 1943, looking north- 
west. Looking down Rock river (from right to left) are the western tip of the island, the Dixon dam and INU 
powerhouse, the Galena avenue bridge, the Peoria avenue bridge and the Illinois Central railroad bridge. At the 


northwest tip of Peoria bridge can be seen the Dixon high school, with the armory in the background. 


Galena Avenue Bridge at Twilight 


Galena avenue bridge over Rock river looking so'uth at Dixon is shown in this view 
of 1943. The photograph was taken at twilight, just after'lights on bridge had been 


turned on, and shows reflection of lamps in the still water at eventide. 


Mildred Ryan, Dress 
Shop, Started in '43 


Mildred Ryan, dregs shop, is lo- 


cated at 118 Galena avenue. The 
shop has served the needs and 
tastes of Dixon women for the 
jast eight years, since 1943. 


The shop is owned by Mildred 


Ryan and now employs three per- 
sons. In addition to ready-to-wear 
apparel, the shop also takes spe- 
cial orders for the particular tastes 
and requirements of customers. 
j 


OLDSTER BUILDS SHIPS 
On Feb. 8. 1913, The Telegraph 


imported that a 86-year-old native 
of Dixon, J. K. Whitmore, was 
doing his part in the war effort 
iy helping to build ships in the 
shipyards at Seattle, Wash. 


Woolworth Fire Left $100,000 Losses 


Firs? of two destructive fires in Dixon in 1943 destroyed the Woolworth building and 
the R. & S. Shoe Store at 114 and 316-120 First street on the morning of Jan. 12, for an 
estimated loss of $100,000. Firemen fought the blaze for seven hours before bringing 
it undtr control, and the amok« and water damaged practically every building in the 


v., blocfc 


Dixonites Give Farmers Aid 
In Tood for Victory' Plan 


In February. 1943. a program 


began in Dixon that 
attracted 


nation-wide attention. 


It was the "Food for Victory" 


program, 
and its 
participants, 


known as "Victory Volunteers," 
entered their services by volun- 
teering assistance to-, farmers in 
the vicinity for 50 cents an hour. 


With the removal of much farm 


labor by the draft and defense 
industries, farmers 
were 
faced 


with severe shortages of help in 
planting, cultivating and harvest- 
ing crops. The result was a meet- 
ing of civic leaders and farmers 
at 
the 
Loveland 
Community 


House on Feb. 3, to find an answer 
to the problem. 


Honor Roll Bcgln« 


An honor roll for volunteers in 


the program was quickly set up 
and the Dixon One Stop service 
and International Harvester com- 
pany began schools of instruction 
for the operation of tractors and 
farm 
machinery. The 
farmers 


also asked for inexperienced help. 


Under General Chairman Walter 


C. Knack, volunteer blanks were 
distributed to 
workers through 


local employers and Dixon citizens 
immediately answered with their 


services. 


The Dixon Chamber of Com- 


merce sponsored the program, and 
on Feb. 19, The Telegraph an- 
nounced that the plan might be 
adopted as a model for the entire 
nation. 
Radio station WLS of 


Chicago publicized the program 
the following day. 


Story Broadr:i>t 


The radio station broadcast the 


program again 
in 
a 
program 


March 20, when -Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur Fulfs of Dixon went on 
the air to explain the solution 
to farm labor shortage. 


The Telegraph announced that 


the program 
had 
brought in- 


quiries from many communities 
in the midwest and that Mrs. 
Fulfs, publicity director, had re- 
ceived a letter 
of 
appreciation 


from Claude Wickard. secretary 
of agriculture. An article in the 
Prairie Farmer praised 
Dixon's 


efforts, snd said that 200 Dixon- 
ites had signed up for the pro- 
gram. 


Information for 
the 
Prairie 


Farmer article had been forwarded 
to tho magazine by A. V. Lund of 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph. 


War Classes Begin 
On Safety Courses 


^Evening Telegraph, Sept. 7, 


1943)—A new program of War 
Training courses for Illinois in- 
dustry will begin this month in 
the Dixon high school, sponsored 
by the University of Illinois and 
the U. S. office of education. 


Courses to be offered this year 


include 
"Safety 
Engineering— 


Basic," "Safety Engineering—Ad- 
vanced," "Applications of Indus- 
trial Safety 
Engineering," 
and 


"Organization and Techniques of 
Industrial Supervision." 


SO I.KE SCHOOLS CLOSK 
(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 28, 


1943)—At least 815 schools in 
Illinois, including 30'in LOP coun- 
ty, and like numbers in Bureau 
nnd Ogle counties, will not open 
this fall, chiefly because of lack 
of teachers nnd because of small 
pnrollmenu, a survey 
disclosed 


today. 


High School Students 
Help Out Railroad 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 10. 


1943)—More than 100 of the male 
students of the Dixon high school 
contributed their services toward 
victory during the summer months 
by laboring as members of main- 
tenance crews for the C. & N.W. 
railway in Lee county. 


For their pfforts, this group of 


patriotic boys received, $12,352. 


Harrison Motor Sales 
In Business 8 Years 


Harrison Motor Sales at '4H 


First street has been in business 
in Dixon for the past eight years, 
.smop .limp 19J3, as Chevrolet and 
Cadillac dealers. 


The firm, owned by B. E. Harr}- 


son, also has special tools and 
equipment for scientific malntc- 
nnncp and repair of Chevrolet and 
Cadillac cars and also deal* in 
Chevrolet trucks. • 


Telegraph Tours 
Ordnance Plant 


On July 2, 1943. Maj. Gen. Henry 


S*. Aurand, commanding general of 
the Sixth Service command, with 
his aide, Maj. Wayne King, the 
former orchestra leader, visited the 
Green River Ordnance plant at 
Dixon on a tour of inspection. 


Accompanying the general was 


a group of about 20 local business- 
men and public officials, who ob- 
served the activities at the ammu- 
nition plant. 


The group included: Mayor Wil- 


liam V. Slothower of Dixon; Rob- 
ert L. Warner, president of the 
Dixon school board; Harry H. 
Bates, 
Dixon Home Telephone 


company manager; Lee County 
Judge Grover Gphant; LpGrand 
Cannon , of the INU company in 
Dixon; David Spencer, Dixon town- 
ship supervisor; Edward 
Vaile, 


Dixon park board president; J. D. 
Van Bibber, Dixon police chief. 


d~f4tfe'Evening Telegraph repre- 


sentatives: George B. Shnw, vice 
president and editor; Robert E. 
Shaw, treasurer; Ben T. Shaw, 
secretary; A. V. Lund, business 
manager; and Mrs. Carl Buchner, 
Jr., staff photographer. 
Jaycees, Lions Back 
Victory Book Drive 


(Evening TpJcgraph, Feb. 24, 


1943)—Sponsored by the Dixon 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
the Dixon Lions club,- the 
1943 


Victory Book campaign will start 
tomorrow and end March 1, when 
the donated books will be packed 
for shipment to USO centers. 


Dixonites are asked to look 


through their books and select 
some good ones, including those on 
sciences, to contribute to the enter- 
tainment and knowledge of the 
boys in various training camps. 


LEAVES $1,500 TO CAT 


The Telegraph reported on Jan. 


13, 1943, that a former 
Dixon 


lady, who died in Los Angeles, 
Calif., loft ?1,500 of her J80.000 
pstate to her cight-ypar-old Per- 
sian cat, Dolly Gray, for its "lov- 
ing carp, and decent burial." 


Thousands Attend Outing 
To Celebrate Wartime 4th 


Dixon celebrated Independence Day and let off the pres- 


sure of wartime jitters on Monday, July 5, 1943, when more 
than 10,000 persons attended an old-fashioned picnic and a 
strenuous day of activites at Lowell park. 


The city's "V-Day" (V for Victory) was sponsored by 


the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, local merchants and civic 


bodies in a program designed to 
observe .the national holiday at 
home to avoid traffic congestion 
on the highways. 


The full day of celebration saw 


Sl.OOO given away in war bonds, 
stamps and merchandise to par- 


Knives Donated 
To Marine Corps 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Mar 3 


1013)—Police Chief J. D. Van 
Dibber has another consignment 
of knives for the U. S. Marines 
n foreign service. 
Persons hav- 


ing knives to donate arp urged to 
tr.kc thorn to the police station. 


Included in the second collec 


lion are two French bayonets do- 
mted by Supervisor J. \V. Cort- 
right, which are of the type used 
;y the French army in 1879-80. 


When the first collection was 


aken by the Marine Corps office 
n Rockford last week. Chief Van 
biibber was informed it was the 
inest _yet rccevod from northern 
Illinois. 


(The 
earlier 
colloctipn, 
-12 


<nlvcs, had been donated by Dix- 
o:iites and confiscated from' for- 
iier city jail inmates). 


People 'Buy' Apples 
[n War. Fund Drive 


A unique note wa.s featured in 


he Dixon and LOP county r»m- 
iaign in October, 1913, to raise 
donations of $35,000 for the USO 
and 16 other war relief agencies. 


Apples donated by Louis Ber- 


'ettini oj Dixon were "sold" to 
subscribers, who paid from $5 to 
;"50 each for them. 


On Oct. 25. 1943, The Telegraph 


announced that $5,000 worth of 
ipplcs had been "sold" in Dixon 
and plans were made for a housc- 
o-housc canvass of every home in 
he county. 


Robert Fulton Dies; 
VJ/as Circulation Chief 


The Telegraph on Aug. M, 1943, 


•(•ported the death of Robert E. 
Ptilton, who had served the news- 
paper 52 years, retiring as circu- 
•Hion manager in 1940. 


Mr. Fulton had become a ear- 


lier at the age of 12, when the 
newspaper published its first daily 
edition in 1883, working his way 
up'to 'clrdilrttion 'manager. 


Army Plane Falls 
[n River at Park 


Dixon saw an airplane crash in- 


o Rock river nt Lowell park on 
August 16. 1943, when a Army 
raining plann piloted by StSgt. 
Carroll Counts fell into the river. 


The plnne v/as one of a flight 


of four which had takon off from 
he Dixon municipal airport, and 
he crash 
occurred 
after 
the 


rainer hit two power trnnsmls- 
von lines across the river. The 
lier was rescued, 
uninjured by 


Jnck Schiller, 13-ypnr-old son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dement Schiller. 


)ixonite Promoted 
To General in Army 


The Telegraph reported on Mar. 


26. 1943, 
that 
William 
Lloyd 


Richardson of Dixon 
had 
been 


•lomoted to brigadier general. 


A graduate of West Point, Gen. 


'.ichardson, had been in .Dixon 
he previous day on a visit with 
is parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. N. 


of Dixon. 


ticipants in dozens of 
contests, 


which lasted all day. An estimat- 
ed 
4.000 
automobiles 
entered 


Lowell park bringing the day's 
visitors, and buses 
brought 
in 


others. 


Two Bands I'lay 


The all-day program was staged 


lor townspeople, farmers and war 
v orkers, and the Dixon Civic and 
Dixon State hospital bands pro- 
vided music throughout the day. 
The city had provided for han- 
dling the huge crowd by appoint- 
ing auxiliary policemen and sup- 
plying a first aid station, a lost 


< hildrcn's department and an am- 
bulance unit. 


Chairman of the day's activi- 


ties was Harold Burbank, assisted 
by an executive committee-includ- 
ing L. G. Cannon, Elwin Wads- 
worth,. Al Jcnks, A. V. Lund and 
W. V. Porter. 


A group from the Green River 


Ordnance Plant furnished enter- 
tainment during the day as did a 
trio of Navnl ..recruiters. A bingo 
stand was operated by the Ameri- 
can Legion, Wa Tan Ye and Beta 
Sigma Pi. 
The 
Lowell 
park 


grounds ' were decorated by the 
iocal Legion post. Three softball 
ames entertained the picknick- 


ers, one women's and tw6 men's. 


During the day a total of IS 


DJ.ticnts were treated at the first 
aid station' and eight 
children 


were handled by the lost child dn- 


Hi-tment. 
The day's activities 


ncludcd: 


Children 


Boys' and girls' foot races, ob- 


stacle races, three-legged race*, 
wheelbarrow races, l e a p 
frog 


•oces, sack races, softball throw, 
pe eating contests, volley ball 
.hrow and brond Jump. 


Adults 


Potato race, sack rac«>, fat la- 


dies' race, fat men's race, leap 
fiog race, match race and back- 
lo-back race. 


__ Boat Jtw^j* , -. 


B'nlioor? 'bursting, 2-1 hp. out- 


boards, 6-] 2 outboarda, 5 hp. out- 
boards, 3 hp. outboard v». canon, 
men's single canoe, men's doubla 
cnnoo, 
women's 
single 
canoe, 


women's double canoe, kayak raca 
and canoe tilting. 
^ 


Amateur Cnnl pitta 


Hog calling, barnyard 
ImiU- 


tions, husband calling, singing, 
head standing, singing trio, spe- 
cial acts, accordions and dancing. 


Swimming Event* 


Girls' race, 18 up; boys' rac«, 


10-13; boys' race,. 14-8; girls' race, 
10-13; and relay race. 


Ladies' .singles, men's 
single* 


ond men's double*. 


Other events included old-Urn* 


iddling. barbpr shop 
quartets, 


liirmonica playing, jittpr-bug con- 
rsts, a grcnspd pig evpnt with 
.hrpe 100-pound pigs, wash tub 
•aces, diving exhibitions and ob- 


races. 


WOOLWOBTII REOPENS 


The rp-openlng of the F. W. 


Woolworth storp took 
place in 


Dixon on Aug. 27-28, 1943, aftpr 
he store at 114 First street had 
jpcn gutted by fire for losses of 
$100.000 on Jan. 12, 1943. 


Scott Store Fire Left $150,000 Losses 


Second of two fires in Dixon in 1943 resulted in the total destruction of the two-story 
E. J. Ferguson building at 215 First street on the night of Aug. 20, for a loss of $150,- 
000, to bring the total of the two 1943 fires to more than $250,000. Businesses wiped 
out in the blaze were the Scott five and ten cent store, Coppins business college and a 


doctor's and a dentist'* of icea. Other store* were damaged. 
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1944... War Plant Wins Army-Navy 'E 


Business Women Form 
St. Luke's Evening Guild 


St. Luke's Evening Guild was 


organized in 1944 for the business 
and professional women of the 
parish. 
The organization's pur- 


pose has been to provide fellowship 
and an opportunity to do work for 
the church. 


The Guild's projects have includ- 


ed the care and maintenance of 


• the Guild room and contributions 
to the church and community. 


Business meetings are held at 


the homes of members and in ad- 
dition to a social hour, short talks 
are given by persons outside the 


organization. 


Present Concert* 


In 1945, and again in 1948, two 


outstanding concerts by the "In- 
nuettes" from the Illinois North- 
ern Utilities company, were pre- 
sented by the Guild and were fi- 
nancial and artistic successes. 


Card parties and the sale of chil- 


dren's clothes have been conduct- 
ed by the organization to provide 
funds for the projects. 


During- the holiday season in 


1947. the Evening Guild joined 


with St. Agnes Guild in giving the 
annual Christmas dance at the Ma- 
sonic Temple and the custom has 
been followed every year since that 
time. 


The Guild now has a membership 


of 30 and the 1950-51 officers are: 
Mrs. Kent Stuart, president; Mrs. 
Ewalt Austin, vice president: Mrs. 
Joseph Curlee, secretary; and Miss 
Calla Greig, treasurer. 


FIRE, BUT NO SMOKE 


(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 28, 


1944)—Cigarette smokers of Dix- 
on are suffering from a famine of 
tneir favorite 
smokes resulting 


from two robberies of large ship- 
ments between Chicago and Dixon 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Administration Building at CROP 


The Administration Building at the Green River Ordnance Plant near Dixon housed the 
members of the administration department and the offices of the Stewart-Warner 


Corporation, operators of the plant. 


Thousands Employed at 
Ammunition Loading Plant 


The Stewart-Warner corporation, operators of the Green 


River Ordnance plant, and employes, were awarded the 
Army-Navy "E" at ceremonies attended by 5,000 person* 
on Monday, July 10, 1944. 


The Green River Ordnance plant, known around Dixon 


as "CROP," was started early in 1942 on an 8,340-acre tract, 
m Marion township about 10 miles 
southeast of 
Dixon. 
An 
esti- 


mated 
18,000 
persons 
surged 


across the reservation on Open 
House Day on Oct. 24, 1943. 


An entire modern city arose 


from the once-quiet farmland. It 
was a city complete with its own 
water system, hospital, fire de- 
partment, 
garage 
and 
repair 


I 


'f.1 
WHIP 


—on Your 


100 Years of Continuous 


Service to Citizens of 


Lee County! 


FROM THE HOME 


OF 


WHIP 


AND 
BOY 
ILK 


No firm can live to be 100 or even 50 
years old for that matter, unless they 
can prove by hard work, thrift, honest 
dealings and foresight their ability to 
serve all people who contribute to their 
daily existence. 


Amboy Milk Products Co 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


About 1,400 Dixonites 
n the Services in 1944 


In 1944—the year of the Normandy invasion, the Battle 


f the Bulge and stepped-up action in the Pacific—nearly 
very Dixon home watched the wartime headlines with ap- 
rehension and a prayer for the well-being of the many Dixon 
ouths who were by that year serving overseas. 
1944 was not the happiest of 


Women Work at Ammunition Plant 


Many Dixon women,-including wives and mothers of 
servicemen, were employed at various jobs at the Green 
River Ordnance Plant near here during the war. There 
were more than 25 different kinds of jobs for-women 
including assemblers, inspectors, packers and solderers 


all averaging about $35 per week. 


ears in Dixon, and frequently the 
"elegraph carried front page pic- 
ures of the sons of the city who 
-ere killed, wounded or missing. 


Readers of the newspaper were 
heered, however, by the reports 
f servicemen who were serving 
•ith distinction and the many men 
nd women who were promoted to 
Igh rank for their valor and serv- 
ce. Dixon's war record was, in 
liort, a glorious one if, at times, 
very sad one. 
In the same year, more and 


more men were called to duty and 
as each group was called The Tele- 
graph printed pictures of the draf- 
ees and volunteers. 


Patriotism at Home 


Patriotism and home front ac- 


ion reached an all-time high in 
3ixon and increased in crescendo 
until the end of the war in 1945." 
Many went to work in the Green 
liver Ordnance plant, feeling—in 
some measure—closer to the fight- 
ng men overseas and knowing 
hat without their help the list of 
casualties would grow and the 
hopes for peace be delayed and 
>ostponed. 


Service groups were formed and 


contributed to the scrap drives and 
nspired action m all the bond 
campaigns. Every man, woman 
and cliild in Dixon in 1944 had—to 
some extent—an active part in the 
war. 


Letters From Servicemen 


Letters from 'servicemen and 


women serving both overseas and 
n camps in the United States were 
frequently pnnted in The Tele- 
graph, giving readers detailed pic- 
tures of service life. Weekly sec- 
tions in the newspaper, sponsored 
by the merchants and professional 
men of the city carried pictures 
and stories to bring readers closer 
to the news of the year ... ana 
the big news was Dixon's part in 
World War II. 


In November, the slogan here 


tor the Sixth^War Bond drive was: 
"Dixon is fighting with her boys.' 
At that date there were aboul 
1,400 Dixon men in the armed 
services. 
Lions Sponsor 
Hallowe'en Party 


School officials, 
parents anc 


merchants of the city were loud 
in their praises of the big Hal- 
lowe'en party and parade which 
wa» sponsored by the Lions club 
of Dixon on Oct. SI, 1944. 


Nearly 700 of the boys and girls 


from the grade schools and high 
school participated In the gala 
parade. 
Hundreds of addltlona 


studenU Joined In the festivities 
which were held in the high schoo 
gymnasium and at John Dixon 
park after the parade of'costunw 
kids paraded from West First 
street to the north side. 


Dozens of prizes were awarded 


for outstanding costumes. 


According to the police, th 


Hallowe'en depredation was th 
smallest in many years. 


'Sweetheart' 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 4, 


1944)—A postcard mailed in 
the great state 
of 
Texas, 


addressed to "Dixon's Sweet- 
heart" and bearing no other 
name or street address, was 
delivered by Dixon postal em- 
ployes to the right 
person— 


Miss 
Nellie 
Bresnehan, 
re- 


membered by many as chief 
bookkeeper at the I. B. Coun- 
tryman store 
Miss Bresnehan 


enthusiastically 
happy 
and 


cheerful, is beloved by the 


community. 


E. Trein began his 
the jewelry business 


Trein's Jewelry Store 
Purchased in 1944 


Trein's Jewelry store at 201 


First street was purchased by 
Theodore Wolf in 1944. Mr. Wolf 
s carrying 
on a 
tradition of 


friendly service and good will 
which was established 58 years 
ago when the store was organized 
in 1893. 


William 


career in 
, 


about 60 years ago when he was 
a newspaper boy and delivering 
papers to ttye store owned by the 
late Mr. Dodge. Mr. Dodge invited 
Trein to enter his business firm 
and after an apprenticeship and 
schooling, he wo/ked 
for Mr. 


Dodge and later for the firm of 
Wendell & Kling. 


Later, Mr. Trein purchased the 


business and continued as owner 
until he retired and* sold the store 
to Mr. Wolf in 1944. 


The store has an established 


reputation for fine diamonds and 
better 
gifts, 
and 
its 
expert 


watch 
repair. 
The 
company 


handles nationally-known brands 
in sterling silver, China, glass 
ware, watches and gift items. 
Reserve Militia 
Receives Trophy 


(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 20, 


1944)—The Dixon Armory was the 
scene last evening, of ceremonies 
honoring Company A, 
Illinois 


Reserve Militia when the coveted 
Chicago Tribune Trophy was pre- 
sented by. George Schreiber of the 
Tribune editorial staff to Capt 
John Cahill, local commander. 


Prior to the presentation, re- 


marks were addressed 
to 
the 


enlisted men, officers and over 200 
guests by Mayor William V. Sloth- 
ower; 
Edward A. Jones, 
vice- 


commander 
American 
Legion; 


Capt A. E. Taylor, chaplain 3rd 
Infantry; Wayne Smith, repre- 
senting the Elks; Gen. E. L. Belt, 
2nd Brigade 
commander; 
and 


Capt. George 
Tomllnson, 
Area 


Commander, Sixth Service Com 
mand. Major J. M. Brady acted 
as master of ceremonies. 


Company A was the winner In 


the state-wide contest because of 
the outstanding attendance record 


shops, office buildings, laundry, 
dormitory and warehouses. 


During the war years more than 


5,000 people were employed at 
he plant, many of whom came 
icre from a distance of 40 miles. 
The increase in the population to 
he city added materially to Dix- 
on's prosperity in those years. 


At the ceremonies in July, 1944 


Col. Theodore C; Gerber, field di- 
rector for 
ammunition 
plants, 9) 


made the 
presentation 
of 
the 


Army-Navy 
award. 
The pre- 


sentation was made to Manager 
William Steinwedell, and to the 
color guard and flown from the 
lag pole at the main entrance to 
.he plant. 


In presenting the award, CoL 


Gerber represented Under-Secre- 
ary of War Robert P. Patterson 
and Secretary of the Navy James 
V. Forrestal. 
During the cere- £> 


monies he said, m part: 


"This award, which 
had its 


nception in our Navy years ago 
'or excellence in gunnery,1- has 
been adopted by the army and 
navy jointly to take cognizance of 
outstanding performance in the 
production of tools of war. 


"Not Lightly Bestowed" 


"It is not lightly bestowed and 


should be received as a distinct 
honor. AS this burgee flies from ^ 
your flag pole let it ever be a 
reminder to everyone participating 
n the war effort that we must 
continue to put everything into 
the fight that is humanly possible. 


"I want at this time to pay 


tribute to the women of this area 
who have come to the Green 
River ordnance plant and by their 
fforts have made such a fine 
success of the program here." 


In accepting the award, Man- jQ* 


ager Steinwedell said: "On behalf 
of the employes of the Green 
liver ordnance plant, I accept this 
high honor which the government 
of the United States has given us. 
I know we all feel a glow of satls- 
'action in the knowledge that we 
soldiers of industry are 
being 


honored for having done a good job 
n serving our country and in 
backing up our men at the fight- 
ng fronts." 
^ 


.Master of Ceremonies 


Attorney Henry C. Warner of 


3ixon served as master of cere- 
monies during 'he program and 
presented the 
several 
honored 


juests and speakers. 


The day's events closed with a 


dinner at the Dixon Country club, 
which was attended by many of 
the officials 
of 
the 
Stewart- 


Warner 
corporation and their 


juests. 


GROP's contribution to the war 


effort consisted in producing am- 
munition supplies for the Army, 
Navy and Air Corps. Among the 
shells made here were 75 mm 
projectiles, 
155 mm 
projectiles, 


1600-pound armor piercing bombs 
and shells from 100 to almost 2000 
pounds in weight and with range* 
varying from 10 to 20 miles. 
Windstorm Causes 
Widespread Havoc 


(Evening Telegraph, April 31, 


1944)—Dixon and northern Illinois 
were swept by a terrific wind- 
storm during the early morning 
hours today, 
and 
unestimable 


damage was done by the gale, 
which is reported to have reached 
a maximum velocity of 80 miles 
an hour at 4:30 o'clock." 


Telephone and power lines were 


levelled, trees were 
felled 
and 


many buildings were damaged by 
the near-hurricane, and it will 
doubtless be several days before 
the damage done by the storm 
can be repaired and the debris in 
its wake can be cleared up. 


CHILDREN HELP IN WAR 
(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 23, 


1S45)—Children of the Lee coun- 
ty schools collected 4,800 bags of 
rrilkweed pods during the fall and 
early winter season as their part 
of the 
war 
effort. 
Thursday 


these pods—a carload—were ship- 
ped from Amboy to Petowsky, ( 
Mich., where they will be pro- 
cessed to make 
life belts 
and 


Jackets for the United States 
Navy. 


PENICILLIN USED HERE 
(Evening Telegraph, Jan. 21. 


1944)—Penicillin, the newly dls- 
owered drug, has been used for 
this first time this week at the 
Kftthcrinc 
Shaw 
Bcthea 
hos- 


pital 
, 


Service Mothers 
Send Yule Boxes 


4 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 19, f'j 


1944)—When the Service Mothers 
organization met yesterday after- 
noon in G.A.R. 
hall, 
members 


heard a report by Mrs. Dudley 
Grow on the Christmas boxes that 
Have been 
mailed 
to 
Service 


Mothers' sons and daughters who 
are overseas. 
, The organization has packed and 
mailed 166 boxes, and will pack 
the Christmas boxes for those 
sons and daughters who are in the ft 
armed forces in the United States, 
at their next meeting. 
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"Where Wise Men 


Seek Wise Counsel" - 


A Unique Insurance Background 


Tie Following Is a List of the Companies 


We Represent for This .Area: 


Casuality Insurance 


1 Century Indemnity Company 


Employers Liability Assurance Corp., Ltd. 
Freeport Motor Casualty Co. 
* 


General Accident Fire & Life Assur, Corp., Ltd. 
Iowa National Mutual Insurance Co. 
London & Lancashire Indemnity Co. of America 
Ohio Casualty Insurance Co. 


Health, Accident & Sickness 


Illinois Mutual Casualty Co. 


Life 


Equitable Life Assurance Society of America 


Fire 


Aetna Insurance Co. 
Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Eagle Fire Company of New York 
Employer's Fire Insurance Co. 
Fidelity-Phoenix Fire Insurance Co. 
Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
Glen Falls Insurance Co. 
Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 
London Assurance 
London & Lancashire Ins. Co./ Ltd. 
Milwaukee Mechanics' Insurance Co. 
National Fire Insurance Co. 
Phoenix Insurance Co. 
Westchester Fire Insurance Co. 
World Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 


Like the Dixon Evening Telegraph, the Ken Mall Insurance 
Agency has grown and prospered with the years. Since 
its founding in 1941 by Kenneth J. Mall it has served the 
insurance needs of the people of Dixon to the best of its 
ability and knowledge. 


4 


"Wise Men Seek Wise Counsel" has been the motto gov- 
erning the conduct of our business in the past, and Mr. 
Mall will do his level best to perpetuate the friendly 
service, fair dealings and concentrated attention to in- 
surance problems implied by this slogan. 


When we view in retrospect the many revolutionary 
changes of the past 100 years, we pledge ourselves anew 
to keep faith with the past, to discharge our civic obli- 
gations as members of our community, to keep abreast 
of the many new developments in the insurance business, 
and to continually try to improve our service to the 


^ 
people of Dixon and vicinity. 


But, most important of all is the significance of 10 years 
of business life in added service and value to every Ken 
Mall Insurance office client. This plus value inherent in 
Mall service is a natural result of satisfactory and 
friendly business relationship with the insurance com- 
panies which we represent. This relationship permits us 
to offer a better insurance contract to a client, together 
with the most prompt and satisfactory settlement in case 


of loss. 


So while the Ken Mall Insurance Agency is proud of its 
ten years of continued business growth, it takes the 
greatest satisfaction and pleasure out of the knowledge 
that its experience, methods, and reliability combine the 
finest insurance service that can be purchased. 


INSURANCE 


AGENCY 


BUSINESS PHONE 2-8171 
RESIDENCE PHONE 2-2161 
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1945... Headline of Year Is War Ends 


Telegraph Presses Roll Out Happy News 


The Telegraph presses went into action on the night of Victory over Japan and with- 
in two hours after the news came from President Truman's office, and shortly after 
8 o'clock, extras were available in all parts of the city, complete with full news cover- 
age, historical background of the war and a picture section covering the celebration in 
Dixon. People everywhere read the story of the Japanese surrender and the official 
confirmation of the good news for which they had been waiting for almost four years. 
The joyous headlines brought promise of a "brave new world," when the industry and 
thrift learned in the black days of the war could be harnessed to the ways of peace 
and plenty—when the day's headlines would tell of reunited families and other do- 
mestic news, and the nation's long climb back up the rocky road to the normal, demo- 


cratic way of life. 


V-E and V-J Days 
Relief and Joy to City 


On May 7,1945, Dixonites read the headline in The Tele- 
graph: 


NAZIS QUIT. 
Reaction throughout the city "and the county was one of 


sober gratitude to the American fighting men who had made 
the victory in Europe possible. 
Realizing that the war with 


Japan was not yet won, the victory 
was received . here, as elsewhere, 
with serious considerations for the 
battles yet to be won. 


The Editor of The Telegraph on 


May 7 wrote: 


"The big and bloody job in Eur- 


ope has been finished. At terrible, 
ghastly cost—but finally finished. 
No cause for celebration, however. 
A nation of treacherous, sub-hu- 
man, 
blood-thirsty world outlaws 


on the other side of globe, who 
would annihilate America if they 
could, have yet to be liquidated. 
That job is going well. The utter 
defeat of the Jap is certain, but 
that war is terribly costly and we 
can not let down one instant until 
it is won." 


The news of Germany's surren- 


der was only a half-joy-and inter- 
views printed in The Telegraph of 
that date were typical of the re- 
action here. 


"It's 
Wonderful" 


Said Fred Gates, farmer, Dixon, 


R.R. 
No. 3: "Yes, it's wonderful 


news and everyone no doubt would 
like to drop his work and take the 
day for celebrating, but to my way 
of thinking the job is only half 
done—we have to produce more 
food, not only to defeat Japan, but 
also to help relieve the suffering 
in starved nations all over the 
world." 


Mrs. James Reynolds, mother of 


four sons and one daughter, all in 
the service, said only that she was 
looking forward to that great day 
when her family would be reunited. 


Pvt. John Wallin of the Marines 


who had seen 15 months of serv- 
ice in the Pacific theater of oper- 
ations said, "Sure I'm glad to hear 
that the boys in Europe are done 
f i g h t i n g , 
but naturally my 


thoughts are still with my buddies 
who ara slugging it out with the 


From a 


To an "t 


of 50 years 


of 100 years! 


Smith Oil Service 


SMITH OIL & REFINING CO. and ASSOCIATE DEALERS 


Japs on the approaches to the Jap- 
anese honveland." 


Special Edition 


With the many weeks during 


which V-E Day was anticipated, 
The Telegraph prepared advanced 
copy for a special edition on May 
7, which reviewed the European 
war and Dixon's part in it. Typical 
of the theme of that 24-page edi- 
tion was the advertisement of the 
Green River Ordnance plant which 
showed a working man declaring: 
"Over? Not by a damn sight! My 
boy is still in the Pacific. The war's 
not over for him . . . not until 
everyone of those little yellow 
devils are licked. That son of mine, 
and millions more like hint -are 
goin' to need ammunition a-plenty 


. the kind we're loading at 


Green River." 


And so Dixon, happy, yet sober- 


minded, went ahead from May 7 
with resolution—with determina- 
tion not to falter on the home front 
until 
the f i n a l 
victory was 


achieved. 
• • • 


V-J DAY 


In mid-August another two-word 


leadline in The Telegraph brought 
Dixonites 
the 
news 
they had 


awaited for four long years: 


WAR ENDS. 
On that V-J night, all Dixon 


;urned out to celebrate. Following 
:he news of the two atomic bomb- 
jigs of Japan, the world awaited 
;he signal for peace with greet 
lope and joy. When the word final- 
ly flashed across the country, Dix- 
on citizens began their celebration. 
First street and Galena avenue 
were "the crossroads of festivities 
and men, women and children cele- 
brated throughout the downtown 
streets. 
Elks Celebrate 
$7,400 Fire 


(Evening Telegraph, March 20, 


1945)—A fire which resulted in 
destruction of $7,400 took place 
last evening at the club house of 
Dixon lodge, No. 779, B.P.O. Elks, 
before a gathering of about 300 
spectators. 


The flame was started about 9 


o'clock when Exalted Ruler Victor 
Eichler applied a torch to a portion 
of a mortgage which was soon 
reduced* to ashes. Previously two 
lesser fires had burned out when 
one-third sections of the mort- 
gage were fired by Ralph Salzman, 
chairman" of the lodge entertain- 
ment committee and Elbert Ful- 
mcr, chairman-of the house com- 
mittee. 


The event was the occasion of 


one of the 
largest 
celebrations 


which has been staged at the club 
house in many years. 


Dixon Appliance 
Started in 1945 


Dixon Appliance, Inc., located 


at 103 Pcoria 
avenue, 
began 


business in July, 1945, and offers 
all types of electrical and home 
appliances. 


Joseph J. Magidson heads the 


firm as president. 


The store irf authorized dealer 


for Norge home appliances Iron- 
rite ironcrs, Hamilton dryers, Easy 
washers, Capehart, Sylvania and 
Zenith radios and television sets. 


PEACETIME HOLIDAY 


On Sept. 3. 1945, Dixon cele- 


brated its first peacetime holiday 
in several years. The Labor Day 
weekend found many of the city's 
population enjoying the first out- 
ing in a long time when gasolina 
rationing was lifted. 


LINDELL RETIRES 


After 16 years as head football 


coach of Dixon high school, C. B. 
Lindell retired in August, 1945, 
and Marvin Winger became the 
school's' head grid mentor. 


Dixonites Read Happy News 


Dixon Evening Telegraph extras were grabbed up in a 
few minutes after they hit the street on the happy date 


of V-J Day in mid-August, 1945. 


Venier Jewelry Store 
Established in '45 


The Venier Jewelry store at 210 


First street was established in 
December, 1945 and now deal* 
exclusive in Bluebird diamond! 
and o f f e r s 
nationally-known 


watches, hearing aids and 
items. 


Mr. Venier has been repairing 


watches in Dixon for more than 
30 years and he now employs thre* 
watchmakers who work contlnu- 
pusly at repair jobs. 
Women Bowlers Elect 
Officers for the Year 


(Evening Telegraph, April 


1945)—At the annual meeting 
the Dixon Women's Bowling asso- 
ciation, those elected for the 1945- 
•16 season were: Miss Lois Ros- 
brook, president: Mrs. Leo Miller, 
vice president; Mrs. Howard Die- 
bert. secretary: Mrs. Kenneth Det- 
weilcr, treasurer; 
Mrs. Harold 


Phillips, sergeant at arms. 


Servicemen's Booth in Dixon 


AMERICAN WAR 0. 


The servicemen's booth at the local ration board in Dixon was erected by the 
County War Dads and was under the direction of the Service Mothers organization. 
representative was at the booth each day. This picture shows, left to right: Pfc. Dwain 
J. Box of Dixon; Mrs. I. B. Hoefer, Lt. John P. Abbott, Amboy; and Lt. Joseph A. 


Garland, Amboy. 


Dixon Scouts Help in War Salvage Drives 


BOY SCOUTS 
COLLECTED ^ 
35.600 ROUHOS y 


Cubs and Scouts of Dixon were active all during the war in various salvage drives. 
One of the campaigns in May, 1945, was the collection of waste paper. Standing in the 
picture from left to right are: Eugene Holbrook, Jack Klavohn, Phil Kerz and Steve 
Christ. Those kneeling, left to right, are: Ronald Anders, James Schertner, Wayne 


Thomas and Norman Stripe. 


"Serving Amboy and Vicinity" 


1912 
1951 


«INSURANCE - 


OF ALL KINDS 


R. W. RUCKMAN INSURANCE AGENCY 


:SSE. M»ln 
— 
Amboy, III. 
— 
Phone 6 


• R, W. RUCKMAN 


• FRANCIS E. DUFFY 


Dixon Golfers 
Win Tournament 


(Evening Telegraph, 


19'15) — The Dixon Country club 
yesterday walked off with 
top 


honors in the annual Lincoln High- 
way golf tournaments. Edging a 
strong DcKalb squad, the locals 
hammered a score of 16 to De- 
Kalb's 14. 


Ken Detweilcr carried off the 


individual title with a 138 score. 


(The 
tournament was held at 


the Rock River Country club in 
Sterling. Members of the 
team 
included 
Ken 
Detweiler, 


George Joyce. Oliver Rogers, Floyd 
Smith, Don Raymond,- Wally Elif- 
sor. and Gunder Torstenson.) 


CROP WINDS UP 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 8, 


1945)— Captain B. H. Pclton, Com- 
manding Officer, announced today 
that the Green River Ordnance 
plant- will Revert to government 
control for the custodial 
December j, 
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Our Present Store, Remodeled in 1937 and Rebuilt After the Fire in 1943 


1914w 


Our Former Store at 116-118 First St.—From 1928 to 1937 


37 YEARS 


1951 
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SERVING DIXON AND COMMUNITY 


There is 110 finer sight than watching 
a city grow7 and progress ..! and noth- 
ing greater than a company's start and 
growth within that city . . . keeping 
pace with times and changes is the de- 
sire of the F. W. Woolworth Co. We 
have enjoyed many advantages in this 


great land of opportunity. America's 
spirit of free enterprise:.. of equal op- 
portunity for all has nurtured us just 
as it fostered countless other firms. We 
are looking forward to tomorrow with 
•7 


the same deep pleasure and pride with 
which we look hack today. 


To You, Our Customers 


To the thousands of thrifty men and 
women who daily visit our store, we 
express our genuine appreciation. 
Your acceptance of our efforts to 
provide dependable merchandise at 
low prices has made our progress 
possible. It .will always be our aim 


to offer you the best of values and 
service . . . We want to continue to 
enjoy your confidence and patron- 
age ... our future progress depends 
on you fine people of Dixon and 
Lee County. 


E. E. BARROWMAN, Manager 
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1946../Dimout' Paralyzes City Industry 


Dixon Mills Bring Farmer 
Good Feed at Cheap Cost 


Important to the progress of the 


city and the surrounding agricul- 
.tural area is Dixon Mills, Inc., sole 
manufacturers of Dixon Diamond 
Feeds for poultry. n°8s and becf 
and dairy cattle. 


Dixon 
Mills, 
which 
provides 


farmers with the opportunity to 
buy quality feeds direct from the 
manufacturer, is under the super- 
vision of Fred Conklin, the firm's 
vice president and general man- 
ager. . 


Besides making feeds available 


to the farmer at economical cost, 
Dixon Mills also is in the market 
for local grains for the firm's ex- 
. tensive feed industry. 


Most Complete Stock 


Located at 602 Depot avenue in 


Dixoni the firm maintains the most 
complete stock of feeding ingredi- 
ents in northern Illinois. The 
plant's grain storage facilities are 
capable of storing 122,000 bushels. 
The plant has a daily production 
capacity of 120 tons of Dixon Dia- 
mond Feeds. 


All Dixon Diamond Feeds are 


enriched with ManAmar, a fisn 
concentrate of proteins, minerals 
and vitamins, to Assure the farmer 
that his animals will receive the 
vital 
ingredients 
necessary 
to 


growth, health and production. 


Dixon Mills conducts both a 


wholesaling and retail business in 
connection with its well-known 


feed products. 


Largest Drier 


The form Is equipped with one 


of the largest grain driers in 
northern Illinois. Dixon Mills' au- 
tomatic scale assures the farmer 
of absolutely accurate Weights. 


Trained personnel are maintain- 


ed by the feed manufacturing firm 
to supply the farmer with up-to- 
date nutritional information for 
better poultry, hogs and cattle pro- 
duction. Ample trucking facili- 
ties provide for'prompt deliveries 
anywhere within a 75-mile radius 
of Dixon. 


Besides its own trained staff, 


Dixon Mills, through the use of 
ManAmar concentrate In its Dixon 
Diamond Feeds, has access to the 
laboratory facilities of the manu- 
facturers of ManAmar. This en- 
ables the Dixon firm to maintain 
a close and continuous check on 
the chemical analysis of the ingre- 
dients that go into its famous for- 
mula, as well as the finished Dixon 
Diamond Feeds. 


Distributes ttoyster1* 


Dixon Mills is also distributor 


for the Well-known Royster's fer- 
tilizers. 


The company is a member of the 


Grain and Feed Dealers National 
association, Illinois Feed associa- 
tion and the Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Now five years old) Dixon Mills 


began operations in Dixon In 1946. 


21 Dixon Veterans Formed 
Amvets Post 123 in 1946 


In the fall of 1946 a group 01 


Dixon ex-GIs were talking about 
the future when one said he 
thought World War II veterans 
should have an organization of 
their own. It was found that the 
Amvets was a national organiza- 
tion of this kind, still in its youth 
and making big strides for itself 
with great possibilities. 


Dixon veterans promptly looked 


into the Amvets organization and 
found that a charter could be ob- 
tained if ten World War II vet- 
erans were secured. Hal Roberts 
and Charles Ballard took care of 
all delails and with a group o£ 21 
ex-GIs, Amvets Post No. 123 was 
formed in Dixon, and the charter 
was received Dec. 31, 1946. 


The-post then acquired the old 


Woodmen's hall, decorated it and 
has held its meetings at this place 
ever since. 


Aids Other Veteran* 


The purpose of Amvets is to 


help buddies still in hospitals, help 
widows and orphans of veterans, 
help in civic co-operation and 
build better American communi- 
ties. 


Amvets believe in world peace 


and a free America, in prepared 
ness and what is good for the 
nation. Amvets have successfully 
fought for and defended veterans 
rights. Amvets is an anti-com- 
munitt and anti-fascist organiza- 
tion. 


Past commanders of Post 123 of 


the Dixon Amvets are 
Charles 


Ballard, 1947; Carroll Yeast, 1948; 
Armand Riopelle, 1949; and Frank 
Heckman. 1950. 


Each year the Amvets post holds 


a 
White 
Clover sale on the 


streets of Dixon, with contribu- 


tions of the public going into the 
rehabilitation fund. The fund is 
used strictly to purchase articles 
for veterans still in hospitals, and 
to assist any veteran or his family 
in Dixon that may need help. This 
has been done In several instances. 


Back Junior Btuteball 


As a yearly project, the Am- 


vets have sponsored the junior 
baseball teams. In the hands of 
Armand Riopelle, 18 teams have 
been formed and play a summer 
schedule of some 200 games eath 
season 
throughout 
Dixon. The 


teams have been completely uni- 
formed and at the end of the 
season a league picnic is held. The 
Amvets post feels that this worth- 
while program forms good sports- 
manship and the ability to get 
along with others, the basis t'oi 
better citizens in this community 


Invites Visiting Gl.-> 


Amvet meetings are held on 


the second and fourth Thursdays 
of each month at 8 p.m., at the 
Amvet hall at 107 West First 
street. There is a standnig cordial 
invitation to any GI or ex-GI 
interested in the organization to 
visit the post at any time. 


Dixon Amvets Post No. 12o 


today has 125 members and the 
post officers for 1951 are: 


Commander,. John Cramer; first 


vice commander, Clarence Wilson; 
second nee commander. Louis 
Leger; adjutant, Clarence Strub; 
finance officer, Rex Rankin; pro- 
vost marshal, Arnold Spangler; 
public relations 
officer, 
Frank 


Heckman; service officer, 
Lyle 


Ballard; chaplain, Robert Heck- 
man; and historian, Robert Best. 


798 Farmers Add 
INU Electric Service 


(Evening Telegraph, July 31, 


1846)—A total of 798 farms and 
other rural establishments 
were 


cone c ted to rural power lines of 
the 
Illinois 
Northern 
Utilities 


during the first six months of 
1946, it was announced, today. 
' (The announcement stated that 
19,449, or 95 per cent of all rural 
establishments in the company's 
4,500 square mile territory have 
electric service available or have 
contracted for it.) 


Meat Shortage Hits 
City Markets in'46 


Evening Telegraph, ApHl 15 


1946—The fresh meat situation in 
Dixon probably was the worst in 
the city's history today. 


In many markets the display 


cases were empty and only lirn 
ited stocks of cold meats, poultry 
and some less desirable meat pro 
ducts were being offered. There 
was no beef to be had In the ma 
jority of markets and operators 
were pessimistic over the outlook 


OPA regulations were blamet 


in every instance for the shortage 


Veterans Start 
Navy Club Here 


The Navy club of Dixon, Ship 97, 


wos organized here on Aug. 14, 
946, by a group of 17 navy, mar- 
ne, seabee and coast guard vet- 
runs. 
The first commandant was Hen- 


y Delattre. 


Seventy members now belong to 


he club and meetings are held 
•ach second and fourth Monday 
night of the month in the club's 
quarters on the third floor of 87 


alena avenue. 
The 1951 officers are: 


Joseph 
Mossey, 
commandant; 


tigene Fane, senior executive of- 
icer; William Martin, junior exe- 
:Utlve officer; Harold Eagan, pay- 
naster; Eugene* Grimes, shlpswrit- 
ir, and Ivan RUppert, Ossle Zim- 
merman and William A. Under- 
wood, executive committee. 


The Navy club annually spon- 


iors a March of Dimes benefit 
dance, an Anchor Day (tag day) 
or the behefit of veterans in the 
Soldiers and Sailors 
home at 


Quincy, 111., antl participates in 
he observance of all 
patriotic 


lays as Flag day, Memorial day 
and Navy day, 
Spiegel, Inc., Has 
Office in Dixon 


Spiegel, Inc., celebrates its 86th 


anniversary this month. 


With three generations of Illi- 


nois families on its customer lists, 
he Spiegel company has recog- 
nized the growth of Dixon In re- 
cent years by establishing a Cata- 
og Order office at 105 W. First 
street for the convenience of cata- 
og customers. 


The order office, where orders 
rom Spiegel catalogs can 
be 


)laced by phone or in person, was 
opened in October, 1946, and em- 
iloys a staff of five Dixon resi- 
dents. 
The manager is Miss A. 


McCrystal. 


Founded in 186.5 


The Spiegel company was found- 


ed just 35 years after the town 
of Dixon. It was in May of 1865 
Lhat Joseph Spiegel, a young man 
recently returned from service in 
the Civil war, opened a small 
home furnshjngs store on Chica- 
go's Wabash avenue. 


The mail order division 
was 


founded in 1904, and during the 
years, merchandise lines carried 
by the company have been ex- 
panded to practically every home 
and family need. 


The company is now headed by 


M. J. Spiegel, Jr., grandson of 
the founder. The company owns 
and operates 153 retail stores in 
different parts of the country, and 
Spiegel catalogs serve customers 
in every state in the nation—by 
mail, through telephone shopping 
service, order desks and offices. 
Headquarters are in Chicago. 


.Selection of Dixon as the site 


for a Spiegel Catalog Order Office 
came after extensive surveys by 
the Spiegel market research de- 
partment. 


Central Food Store 
In Business 5 Years 


The Central Food, store at 119 


Galena avenue is a member of a 
cooperative which includes 500 
stores. Fred O. Hand is the owner 
of the Dixon store and has been 
In business here for the past five 
years, since 1946. 


The store offers quality mer- 


chandise in grocery and meat prod- 
ucts including such brands as Cen- 
trella. Silver Cup and Traymorc. 


CROP Land Offered 
For Agriculture Sale 


(Evening Telegraph, Feb. 25, 


1946)—More than 4,000 acres of 
fertile farm land in the 
Dixon 


area, about half the 8,340-acre 
tract of the Green River ordnance 
plant, will be returned to agri- 
cultural production this spring, the 
war department has announced. 


The plant closed late last fall 


after more than two years of 
operation. 


Photo Collector 


CLINTON C. FAIIttNEV 


The picture collection of Clin- 


ton C. Fahrney was presented to 
.he museum of Loveland Com- 
munity HoUse in the summer of 
1946. 


The three volumes of photo- 


graphs of Lee county pioneers 
and scenes of earliest Dixon and 
vicinity were the result of years 
of work by Mr. Fahriley, and to- 
day the collection is valued hlgh- 
y by historians. 
Many of the 


early pictures used in this cen- 
tennial edition are from this dol- 
ection. 


Mr. Fahrney was a Dixon music 


.eacher for many years and was 
organist at St. Luke's Episcopal 
ihurch for more than 20 years. 


Upon Mr. Fahrney's death Nov. 


6, 1B41, the collection was turned 
over through his brother, Elmer, 
to J. B. Lennon. Sr.. who died in 
1942. 
The photograph collection 


was placed in the Community 
House in 1946 by his widow, Mrs, 
J. B. Lennon, gr. 


Terminal Pontiac 
Owned by R. S. Kline 


Terminal Pontiac, inc., located 


at 102-04 N. Peoria avenUe, was 
organized five years ago In 1946 
and occupies a new brick building 
of 15,000 square feet which was 
completed in the same year. 


The company employs 15 people 


and offers complete automotive 
service 
Including 
body repair, 


frame and front end work, wheel 
balancing, washing and greasing. 
The company is also authorized 
Pontiac sales and service dealers 
for Lee county. 


R. S. Kline, president and gen- 


eral manager, opened and oper- 
ated the first tire and accessory 
store between Chicago and the 
Mississippi river in 1915. In 1930 
lie expanded to another store in 
Sterling and a short time later 
built the garage building now oc- 
cupied by the Newman Motor 
company.1 He founded the Rural 
Bankers Life Insurance company 
in 1934 and organized the Dixon 
Transit company "in 1942. 
For 


many years he has been active in 
civic affairs. 


His son, Ray, Jr., assistant to 


his father, is general sales man- 
ager and vice president of the 
company. 


Mr. Kline celebrates 36 years in 


business on this date (May 1, 
1951). 


Dixon Leather Shop 
Established in 1946 


The Dixon Leather shop, co- 


owned by L. D. Whitebread and 
Tommy Tumlin, is located at 120 
Galena avenue and was estab- 
lished May 13, 1946. 


In addition to expert shoe re* 


pairing, the company offers Sky- 
way luggage, 
personal 
leather 


goods, riding equipment and does 
luggage refinishing and repair. 


The company has a branch es- 


tablishment in Sterling and the 
combined organizations serve all 
northern Illinois and parts of 
Iowa. 


Only quality materials and the 


finest tools are used by the firm 
in shoe repair work and leather 
finishing. 


B & A Sporting Goods 
Store Started in 1946 


13. & A. Sporting Goods, Inc., 


114 East First street, advertises 
with the slogan: "Be wise, exer- 
cise!" 


The company, founded in 1946, 


s headed by William C. Thotnp*. 
son, president, and Dorrance S. 
Thompson, secretary-treasurer. 


The store deals in all kinds of 


sporting equipment including guns, 
ammunition, boats and outboard 
motors. In 1948 A. C. Keithan sojd 
out his interest in the store ahd 
;he present corporation was form- 
ed. 


in addition to the officers of the 


store, the "employes include Hoover 
Kelley and Douglas Gracey. As 
largest supplier of sporting goods 
in this territory, the store sells 
Wilson and Spauldlng s p o r t s 
equipment, Johnson outboard mo- 
tors, Remington and Winchester 
guns and ammunition, Fleuger, 
Shakespeare and South Bend fish- 
ing tackle and Brunswick bowling 
balls. 


In addition to sales service, the 


store piovides repair work and 
offers vacation information. 


Raynor Factory Is 
Now Five Years Old 


Raynor 
Manufacturing 
com- 


pany, makers of wood sectional 
overhead doors, Is located on the 
East River road. The company is 
fiv'e years old, having started in 
Quincy, 111., in January, 1946. In 
June of the same year, the plant 
was moved to Dixon when the 
original brick building was cdm- 
pleted. A new addition is at pres- 
ent under construction and will be 
finished soon. 


The c o m p a n y manufacturers 


doors which are shipped by truck 
and train to all parts of the United 
States. Raynor wood sectional over- 
head doors are used in residential 
garages, warehouses, truck termi- 
nals, service stations and factories. 


The company employs approxi- 


mately 175 men in the manufac- 
ture of doors. One feature of Ray- 
nor doors is the graduated seal 
which seals the door weather tight 
to the door Jamb. Special carved 
panel doors are custom-made to 
suit the taste and .needs of the 
buyer. 


County Holds Rites 
For 108 War Dead 


(Evening Telegraph, Sept. 23, 


1946)—The memorial service Sun- 
day afternoon honoring 108 Lee 
county soldiers who gave their 
lives brought a large crowd to the 
courthouse square and along the 
streets where the parade passed. 


Attorney James E. Bales gave 


the principal address of the after- 
noon. The program was sponsored 
jointly by the Living Memorial 
committees of Lee county chapter 
of 
American 
War 
Dads 
and 


Horace F. Ortt Post 540, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 


O. B. Gerlach & Son 
Sell Fuel Equipment 


O. B. Gerlach & Son, located at 


716 Brinton avenue, was first 
established in 1904 by D. B. Ray- 
mond and son, and has been owned 
by Mr. Gerlach for the last five 
years, since 1946. 


The company deals in retail fuel 


including Sahara coal, Gulf fuel 
oil. In addition to these products, 
the firm is distributor for Iron 
Fireman heating equipment, oil 
burners and stokers. 


City Voters Approve 
New Swimming Pool 


(Evening Telegraph, June 19 


1946)—By a vote of about 11 to 
1, voters of the Dixon park dis- 
trict approved issue of bonds in 
the amount of $129,000 for a site 
and construction 
of a modern 


swimming pool. 


The bonds will be supplemented 


by a gift of $30,000 made avail- 
able from the Loveland Commun- 
ity trust by trustees. 


Heart Attacks 
Aid Elderly Man 


Dixon police were relieved on 


June 22, 1946, when they placed 
an 83-year-old man on a bus bound 
for Sterling, after he had spent 
24 hours here at the expense of 
various-individuals. 


The cagey oldster specialized in 


laving 
convenient 
"heart 
at- 


tacks" in his travels from town 
Lo town, whereupon he received 
money, lodging, food and trans- 
portation front sympathetic per- 
sons. 


After having "heart attacks" in 


Janesville, Wis.. and in Rockford, 
and after receiving free lodging in 
Dixon, the aged man found Dixon 
police somewhat skeptical of his 
actions. 


Found by police in a local tav- 


ern, the oldster, who claimed he 
was searching for "relatives1' who 
somehow, always seemed to have 
moved out of town just before his 
arrival, was sent on his way to 
Sterling, 
Where he claimed his 


elusive "relatives", had moved. 


First Action Taken 
To Provide Housing 


Evening telegraph, Jan. 17, 


1946)—The first concerted action 
to provide housing for Dixon was 
taken at a meeting last evening 
called by President Glen Coe 01 
the Chamber of Commerce, which 
was attended by a special com- 
mittee of the Lee County board of 
supervisors, 
local 
realtors and 


Mayor William V. Slothower. 


A representative of the state 


housing administration stated that 
Lee county has been allotted $43,- 
800 to be used in the housing pro- 
gram. He quoted figures of the 
last census showing that there are 
3,239 homes in the city of which 
445 were in need of repairs, 63 
without running water and 534 
without bath accommodations, 290 
with outside toilets and 24 with no 
toilets. 


Gored Brothers Deal 
In Roofing, Flooring 


Matt and Chester 
Goral are 


partners in the firm of Goral 
Brothers, dealers in roofing, wall 
covering and floor covering, lo- 
cated at 117 Third street. 


The firm was established March 


1, 1946. The brothers had had 
years of experience in roofing be- 
fore forming their own concern. 


The company deals in slate and 


tile roofing, waterproofing, floor 
and wall tiling, asphalt, rubber, 
plastic and cork floorings, plastic 
wall tile and counter tops, using 
best known and nationally adver- 
tised products. 


Future plans include the build- 


ing of a warehouse and office. 


2 Floods Threaten 
This Area in 1946 


(Evening Telegraph, July 11, 


1946)—Approximately 20 families 
along Ninth street in the west end 
of the city were routed out of 
their homes at midnight to fight 
floodwaters caused by the heavy 
rains of the past two nights. 


The street department reported 


today that at least 50 basements 
in the city were flooded. 
* » • 


(Evening 
Telegraph, Jan. 
7, 


1916)—An 
early 
season 
flood 


which threatened the Rock river 
valley at an early hour Saturday 
was today reported to have reach- 
ed a maximum and the stage of 
water was receding. 


The water reached its high point 


yesterday %vhen a rise of six feet 
was noted above the dam and al- 
most ten feet below at the INU 
hydro plant. 


INU GETS CITATION 


(Evening Telegraph, April 10, 


1946)—A navy citation for "mer- 
itorious service and outstanding 
performance rendered beyond nor- 
mal responsibility during World 
War II" has been presented to 
Illinois Northern 
Utilities com- 


pany. 
George 
B. Fluehr, 
vice 


president, accepted the award. 


Dixon Called "Ghost Town' 
As Coed Shortage Pinches 


Gladly co-operating in several 


wartime practice "blackouts," resi- 
dents of Dixon, Involuntarily sub- 
mitted to a postwar "dimout" 
during a ten-day period in May, 
1946. 


Along with other cities through- 


out the nation, Dixon found itself 
crippled by a strike staged by 
400,000 soft coal miners of the 
AFL-UMW unions, which began 
April 1 and lasted 59 days. 


The strikers, led by John L. 


Lewis, closed down the mines and 
an 
ominous 
foreboding 
settled 


down over Dixon and the rest of 
the nation as soft coal supplies 
began to dwindle. On April 27, 
the Medusa Cement plant an- 
nounced that it was closing down 
for an indefinite period because of 
the strike. Many workers used the 
idle period to take their annual va- 
cations.' 
• 
' 


Mftyor Proclaims "IMmout" 
As stockpiles of coal began get- 


ting lower, the Illinois Commerce 
Commission on May 2 -ordered a 
drastic reduction in the use of 
electricity, and Mayor William V. 
Slothower proclaimed a "dimout" 
emergency in Dixon, calling on all 
citizens to comply \vtlh the ICC 
directive. 


The directive banned lighting 


for decorative, ornamental, flood, 
sign, window and showcase pur- 
poses, and allowed only a mini- 
mum of Interior lighting. It pro- 
hibited comfort air conditioning 
and car heating. It placed indus- 
tries using electric power on a 24- 
hour week and allowed lighting for 
commercial use only between 2 
and 6 p.m. from Mondays through 
Saturdays. 


Exempted were only such insti- 


tutions as were needed for public 
health and safety, including water 
pumping, sewage disposal, fire and 
police protection and hospitals, 
churches, schools and dissemina- 
tors of public information and 
transportation and establishments 
required to be kept open by law. 


Candles. Lanterns Appear. 


The next day many 
candles, 


kerosene lamps and lanterns were 
in evidence; theater marquees In 
Dixon were darkened and some 
businesses kept their stores closed 


until 2 p. m. Many stores wer« 
able to operate without lights. The • 
Telegraph reported that dimmed- 
out Dixon resembled a "ghost 
town." 


Superintendent Walter Muellew 


announced that the Borden con*- 
densory in west Dixon had only 15 , 
tons of coal on hand and the . 
Reynolds Wire company closed 
"for the duration of the emer- • 
gency," employes taking their an- 
nual vacations. 


Along with the coal strike came 


other strikes and Dixonites found 
grocery store shelves bare of 
bread after 60 employes of a locaL 
bakery "took a holiday" to consideV 
a strike on May 2, leaving only, 
two other bakeries in town oper- 
ating. The bakery employes re- 
turned to work May 6, as did 60 
striking employes of another Dix- 
on industry. 
/ 


Relief in Sight 


Dixon, along with other cities, 


made the best of the "dimout" and 
local unemployment, and relief ap- . 
peared in sight on May 10, whei^ 
the mine workers went back t^ 
work for a 12-day truce. On this 
date INTJ announced that 60 car- 
loads (3,000 tons) of coal had 
been consigned to its plant from 
the army stockpile at Camp Grant . 
which would last, with current 
supplies, until May 20, at the rate 
of 400 tons daily being consumed 
under "dimout" restrictions. 


The ICC ban was lifted on May 


11, and stores and movies prepare' 
to return to normal hours of 
ations, and the INU announced 
that the company was "grateful" 
to citizens for their co-operation ' 
in the emergency. INU on May 
14 reported that it had received 
35 additional carloads of coal from 
the Kankakee ordance plant, and 
the next day Reynolds Wire com- 
pany announced that it would re- 
open one of its plants May 20 and 
the other May 27. 


On May 30, the soft coal 


ended after 59 days, and a govern- 
ment spokesman announced that 
postwar reconversion and produc- 
tion had been "thrown back" for 
three months because of the crip- 
pling coal strike and other strikes. 


Dixon Women of Moose 
Form Chapter in 1946 


Dixon chapter No. 832, Women 


of the Moose, was instituted on 
Sept. 15, 1946, under the College 
of Regents. 


There were 53 charter members 


and 38 others present for the ini- 
tiations conducted by Rockford 
lodge, No. 619. 


The Dixon officers for the first 


year were: 


Ivy Nicholson, senior regent; 


Eve Moore, graduate regent; Fran- 
ces Stone, junior regent; Ethel 
Henrichs, chaplain; Thelma Wei- 
ser, recorder; Marcella Garrett, 
treasurer; Lois Hackbarth, guide; 
Dorothy Gerdes, assistant guide; 
Alia Kerley, sentinel; Elizabeth 
Ogan, argus; and Ruth Spoils, pi- 
anist, 


Lodge Activities 


Among the activities of the 


lodge is the raising of money for 
donations to such organizations aa 
the Salvation Army, Lawson Trip- 
lets Fund, Seeing-Eye Dog fund, 
Yanks 
Who Gave, Lee County 


Tuberculosis as'sociation, Goodfel- 
lows, Youth Center of 
Dfou>; 


March of Dimes and the Chic 
Cancer fund. 


The chapter's 1950-51 officer* 


are: Crystal Busscr, senior regent; 
Alia Kerley, junior graduate reg- 
ent; Hattie Wiemkin, junior reg- 
ent; Marian Timothy, chaplain; 
Bernice Heyer, treasurer; Sally 
Larson, recorder; Gladys Mond- 
lock, guide; Pauline Stage, assist- 
ant guide; Roxy Snyder, 
Ida Reghn, argus; Elizabeth O, 
pianist. 


New Industry Begins 
Operations in Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, March 28. 


1946)—A 
new industry, Dixon 


Mills, Inc., will start operation in 
Dementtown possibly within 30 
days at the property of the for- 
mer Dixon Cereal Mills, and will 
manufacture 
various 
types of 


stock feed. • 


The company hopes to start op- 


eration with 40 or 50 employes. 


SOLDIERS OX PARADE 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. .11, 


1946)—Several Dixon and 
Lee 


county soldiers will be among the 
13,000 airborne troops who will 
swing up Fifth avenue in New 
York Saturday in a national vic- 
tory parade. 


Cheese Plant Burns 
For $500,000 Loss 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 23, 


1946)—The worst fire in the Dixon 
community in many years broke 
out at the Lakcshire-Marty chee* 
plant of the Borden company w< 
of the city limits last night and 
caused damage estimated at about 
$500,000. 


Firemen and equipment from 


Sterling, 
Rockford, Rock Falta 


and Amboy assisted in fighting the 
flames through the night in below 
zero weather. The factory esti- 
mated loss of about 80,000 pounds 
of cheese, with about a million 
pounds damaged. 
The fire 


throw about 100 employes out o; 
work. 


Galena Avenue Looking South, 1946 
First Street Looking West, 1946 


.. 
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1947...Modern Hitching Posts'Installed 
^Parking Meters Ordered 
Here by Vote of Council 


Since 8 o'clock in the morning on Monday, July 14,1947, 


Dixon citizens and visitors have paid to park in the down- 
town area. 


On that date Dixon's metered parkings began assuring 


convenient access to the shopping area. 


On that date J. Fred Hofmann, the city's new mayor, 


•reported "your city council is at- 
'_ 


tempting to alleviate the city's 


Cledon Candy Shop 
Reorganized in 1947 


curb parking congestion and has 
voted to give parking meters a 
trial period. 


"The meters are installed with- 


out investment or expenses to the 
city. 


"They are installed for the pur- 


pose of making more parking 
•paces available nearer the stores 


^yoa. wish to visit, and reducing 
'"'the walking distance to and from 


your cars with bundles. 


"Meters have been installed for 


the benefit of the whole .commu- 
, nity, to better traffic and parking 
conditions for you." 


310 Meters 


Throughout the business district 


on that date 310 meters were put 
Into operation. 
^ Although the meters were in- 
Stalled for only a six months trial 


period, the success of the new 
parking regulation has been so 
noted that the city has continued 
to use them to the present time. 


The meters were manufactured 


and installed by thc Duncan Me- 
ter Corp. of Chicago. Operating 
hours from thc beginning were 
8:00 a. m. to 6:00 p. m. and on 
Saturday 8:00 a. m. to 9:30 p. m. 


,~ 
Dixon readers of The Telegraph 
*were given specific information 


about thc operation of the meters 
and the parking rates in a special 
advertisement a few days before 
the meters were put into use. 


Although first established 
in 


1908, the Cledon Candy company 
at 122 Galena avenue, was reor- 
ganized in 1917. 


The present management in- 


cludes James Cledon as president; 
Carl Hess, vice president and Pearl 
MacGregor as secretary. 


The firm has long been estab- 


lished as manufacturers of fine 
candies with special emphasis on 
holiday needs. 
Wilcox Jewelry Store 
Started Here in 1947 


Wilcox jewelry store, located at 


110 Galena avenue, 
advertises 


"Gifts for Every Occasion." The 
firm was established on July 1, 
1947, and now deals in jewelry, 
watches, diamonds, clocks, Glas- 
tonbury glassware and Italian pot- 
tery. 


The store is exclusive dealer for 


Garland diamonds and watches. 
Other fine watches sold by the 
company include those made by 
Elgin, Hamilton and Bulova. 


RESIDENCE BURNS DOWN 
(Evening Telegraph, Mar. 1, 


— The 15-room residence oc- 


cupied by the Frank Stultz family 
at 
835 North 
Galena avenue 


burned to the ground last night. 


University Women Form 
Dixon Branch in Early '47 


On May 28, this year, thc Dixon 


branch of the American Associ- 
tion of University Women will 
complete its fourth year with a 
scramble supper at the Lovcland 
Community building. The featur- 
ed speaker will be Dr. Mildred 
Barry, of Rockford college. She 
is a member of thc National Com- 


^O.mittee on Recognition and Stand- 
v ' ards for Colleges and Universi- 


ties. Her topic will be "Enlight- 
ened Woman in an Embittered 
World." 


Miss Dorothy Armington and 


Mrs. .Henry C. Warner first met 
with* an interested group of 24 
charter members to form thc Dix- 
on branch on Feb. 17. 1947. Miss 
Armington was elected its first 
president. 
Thc membership now 


1M totals 92. The group has met on 


the fourth Monday of each month 
from September through May. ex- 
cept for special meetings at points 
of interest in the community, such 
as the Dixon State hospital. Its 
purpose is to unite college and 
university alumnae in a program 
which challenges their intelligence 
and widens their horizons. As Dr. 
Helen White, a past national pres- 
'ident, has said, "The university 
f. woman knows that it is only 
* throughjfustaincd and ever renew- 


ed usefulness that the great privi- 
lege of higher education for women 
may be justified and extended, not 
only here but over the world." 


Grant Fellowships 


AAUW's policy of granting fel- 


lowships for graduate study—77 
in 1951—to foreign and American 
women has brought 
interesting 


speakers to the branch. The fund- 
* raising done by it goes to sup- 


port these fellowships as well as 


to local projects with educational 
purpose 
and 
significance. The 


state. convention at Rockford and 
the biennial national convention at 
Atlantic City this year served to 
inform delegates concerning pro- 
grams on the national and inter- 
national level. Standing commit- 
tees then integrate these programs 
with problems pertaining to the 
community—with the emphasis on 
local leaders and officials as speak- 
ers, and members participating in 
forums and panel discussions. 


The chairmen of these standing 


co'mmittees are as follows: Arts,'. 
Mrs. John Earle; Education, Mrs. 
George Lindquist; Fellowship, Miss 
Harriet Wiltbcrger; International 
Relations, Miss Nell Hall; Legis- 
lation, Miss Grace Louise Craw- 
ford: Membership, Mrs. Louis Si- 
now; Publicity, Miss Ruby Nat- 
tress; Social Studies, Miss Wilma 
McCune; Status of Women, Miss 
Esther Barton; 
Youth Guidance, 


Mrs. Arnold Swan; 
Ways and 


Means, Miss Dorothy Armington, 
and Miss Geraldine Lewis; and 
Telephone, Mrs. H. Lazier. 


Arts Committee 


Contribution 
to the cultural 


growth of the community is the 
special project of the Arts Com- 
mittee. 
They have sponsored a 


Christmas concert, the Century of 
Progress in Photography, and a 
student prize for the best entry in 
the Community Art Exhibit done 
under the high school art pro- 
gram. 
Two study clubs function 


under this committee—the Crea- 
tive Writing group and a Non-fic- 
tion Study club. Both are open 
to any interested Dixon women. 
They plan to bring other special 
art exhibits to Dixon and stimu- 


(Continued on page 15, Sec. M) 


Mayor 1947 -1950 


J. FRED HOFMAXX 


J. Fred Hofmann, Dixon-born 


businessman and veteran of World 
War II, was elected mayor on 
April 15, 1947. 


Hofmann attended schools in 


Dixon and was graduated from the 
high school here in 1926. In 1930, 
he was graduated from North- 
western University with a Bache- 
lor of Science degree in Business 
Administration. He was a member 
of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity 
and served on the student council. 
He participated in both track and 
basketball during his university 
years. 


He took a post-graduate course 


in heating and air-conditioning 
work at the Chicago Heat Insti- 
tute. Until 1942, when he entered 
the Army, he owned and operated 
a successful insurance and real 
estate brokerage office in Dixon. 


During the war he served three 


and a half years with the 91st 
Infantry and spent 19 months 
overseas in the African and Italian 
campaign. 
He 
was 
awarded 


several wartime decorations, and 
was discharged in the rank of 
captain. 


In January, 1946, Hofmann took 


over thc heating, air conditioning 
and sheet metal business which 
his father, John Hofmann, had 
conducted in Dixon for 44 years. 


He is a member of numerous 


local organizations including the 
American Legion, VFW, Elks, and 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Lincoln Statue 
Given to School 


(Evening Telegraph, Oct. 11, 


1947)—"The Young Abe Lincoln", 
only known figure of Lincoln ns 
a boy, was formally presented to 
the Lincoln school in ceremonies 
there yesterday afternoon by Mrs. 
Ciharles R. Walgreen on behalf of 
her daughter, Mrs. Ruth Stephan. 


John Knelson, an eighth prade 


student, accepted on behalf of the 
students and the school. 


Mrs. Walgreen voiced the hope 


that the figure of Lincoln might 
help forge the ideals that Lincoln 
demonstrated in his life. 


Freeman Loronze Schoolcraft, 


Chicago sculptor who created the 
figure, told the children that it 
required nearly a year to com- 
plete the work. 


FLYING SAUCERS 


(Evening Telegraph. July 
S. 


1947)—Dixon moved into line on 
the nation-wide "flying saucer" 
mystery jag today with thc re- 
port from one woman who wished 
to remain anonymous that she 
saw the mysterious discs over her 
west side home shortly after 10 
p. m. yesterday and an unverified 
report that one of the saucers had 
been sighted near CROP last 
night. 


Christian Church Is Damaged by Fire 


Barber Quartets 
Perform Here 


(Evening: Telegraph! Jan. 27, 


1947)—A new capacity crowd had 
an afternoon of keen enjoyment on 
Sunday at the Dixon high school 
auditorium when the S.P.E.B.S.Q.- 
S.A. (Society for the Preservation 
and Encouragement 
of Barber 


Shop Quartet Singing in America, 
Inc.) put on a lively and tuneful 
array of talent from over northern 
Illinois 
when 
John Hanson of 


Peoria 
directed his "Corn Belt 


Chorus" and presented a series of 
quartets from Dixon and many 
cities over this part of the state. 


At the conclusion of the after- 


noon concert over 150 visiting and 


local Barber Shoppers, together 
with their wives, joined in an 
afterglow in the dining room of 
the Hotel Nachusa. 


Those in Dixon responsible for 


the program here included: Paul 
Bellinger. 
C. 
Rudolph, 
Elwin 


Wadsworth, John 
Boland, Ben 


Shaw, John Hanson, Louis Leydig, 
William Guppy and C. McCon- 
naughay. 
State Hospital 
Chief Honored 


State department of public wel- 


fare officials, members 
of 
the 


Dixon state hospital staff, hospital 
employes and many friends from 
here honored Dr. Warren G. Mur- 
ray, managing officer of the Dixon 


institution, at an open house In 
the hospital's amusement hall on 
July 15. 1947. 


The program honored Dr. Mur- 


ray on the completion of 25 yean 
aa head of the institution, a record 
for charitable institutions In the 
state. 


During his 25 years as director 


of the hospital, Dr. Murray saw 
the institution grow from one 
with a capacity of 300 patients in 
1922 to a capacity of • 4,000 in 
1947. 


SETS GOLF RECORD 


(Evening 
Telegraph, July 31. 


1947)—Ken Detweiler, long one of 
Dixon's most consistent tourna- 
ment golfers, shattered the coun- 
try club course record with a blaz- 
ing 64. 


KSB Hospital Celebrates 
50th Anniversary in 1947 


In January, 1947, the Katherine Shaw Bethea hospital 


in Dixon .marked its 50th year of service to the community. 


During the half century the hospital grew from a 12-bed 


institution to a modern hospital with accomodations for 105 
beds and 22 bassinets, fully approved by the American Col- 
lege of Surgeons and the American Medical association. 


Solomon H. Bethea in 1896 pur- 


chased and donated to the city the 
site on which the hospital was 
built. In November the city coun- 
cil acknowledged this grant by 
passing the ordinance governing 
the hospital. Charles H. Hughes, 
mayor of Dixon at the time, drew 
a large share of the credit for the 


provision of plans for the building 
and government of the hospital. 


First Board 


Chosen on the first board of di- 


rectors were Mary A. Noble, Bliza- 
Beth H. Shaw, Kittle H. Finley, 
Susan A. Smith, Anne L. Gelmn- 


(Continucd on page 15, Sec. M) 


A $25,000 fire at the First Christian church in Dixon on Sunday morning, March 16, 
1917, practically destroyed the auditorium and the basement. About 200 children and 
adults were in the edifice when the fire broke out and were hurriedly evacuated. The 
fire is believed to have started in the heating room in the rear of the church and it 


spread rapidly, through the circulating system. 
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1875-1951 


OUR 


76th YEAR 


From one old timer to another, the Wilbur Lum- 
ber Company joins with the Citizens of Dixon and 
vicinity in congratulating the Publishers and Staff 
of. the Dixon Evening Telegraph, for a job well 
done, and for one hundred years of continual 
service.* On this, 100th anniversary we extend our 
best wishes for the next hundred years. 


1899 
1951 


WILBUR LUMBER CO 


305 COMMERCIAL ALLEY 
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A tar and gravel built up roof protects the Terminal Pontiac building, located just 


Across the bridge on Peoria Avenue 


On the Medusa Cement Plant a Johns Manville Asbestos felt built-up roof with- 


stands the elements of cement dust 
.. 
>• 


A portion of the general offices of the Reynolds Wire Company shows the smartly 


designed asphalt tile floor with a contrasting inlaid border 


The Dixon Cut Sole Company building on Christiana Avenue, shown here, has an 


- asphalt shingle roof on the main building 


Johns Manville asbestos felt built-up r< 


old landmark of Dixo 


F% • m m 


PIC1 
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Ibis attractive kitchen in the Phil Hopkins home has plastic wall tile in soft grey 


with dubonnet versatile floor with contrasting feature strip 


ROOFING 
FLOOR CO 


1946 


sth ANN! 


\ 


Here—in short form—is a partial picture story of Coral 
Brothers. With pride and satisfaction we describe on these 
two pages just a few of the fine installations we have made 
during the past five years ... Johns Manville, Barrett and 
Ruheroid Roofing have long been known for outstanding 
quality and durability. Our nationally advertised floor cov- 
erings such as Kentile asphalt tile, Ken Rubber, Ken-Cork, 
Danbury Rubber, Wright Rubber, Koro-Seal and Floor-Life 


The above picture shows a corner of the shoe department to Kline's Department 


store. This same dark red absbestos tile was used throughout the store 


ls £* ch<*rfnl •*!? comfortable recreation room In the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Burmeister, 712 Highland Avenue. Note the attractive asphalt floor tile and 


shuffleboard. court design 


•SPAPFRflRCHlVE® „_.. 


This attractive-looking stairway to the cheerful basement recreation 
room of Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Forrestall, 422 South Dixon Avenue. The 
floor is of asphalt tile of two tone tan with ivy design border in green. 
The stairs of brown marbelized design with custom made chrome stair 


nosing finish off this delightful room 


Here is the ultra modern bathroom In the William LaFever home at 
1006 Galena Avenue. The floor Is of rubber tile in soft pastel shade 
with contrasting monogram. The plastic tile in soft dnbonnet shade 


gives the room a delightful touch of color 
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' was used on the Borden Company, an 
on Palmyra Avenue 
Ihe modem plant of the Hey Brothers Ice Cream Company on West First Street 


Is protected with a Johns Manville tar and gravel roof 


ORY 
,... OF 
Here is the colorful kitchen in the Art Burmeister home. The lovely plastic wall tile 
and plastic floor tile enhance the beauty of this modern kitchen that is so easy to 


care for 


VERING 
WALL TILE 


VERSARY 


are represented in some of the homes described in this ad- 


** vertisement. The Meridian Plastic and Church Plastic Wall- 


Tiles for kitchen and bathroom walls are made for their 
beauty and lasting wear. We would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank you for your patronage and to express our 
sincere appreciation for your confidence. We are glad to have 


:' • served you and will continue to render efficient work. 


1951 


Here Is Chet Goral and Glenn Suits Installing the rubber tfle floor In 
the bathroom of Mr. and Mrs. E. Sullivan, Amboy, Illinois. The walls 
are of large plastic wall tile with a special glass ceiling not shown 


in this picture. 


EWSPAPERl 


The soft tones of grey are nsed in the bathroom of the Grover G*hant 
home on East Second Street. Plastic wall tile and floor tile with a 


special glass ceiling give the room its ultra modern appearance 


<-'/;'. *! * 
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The new, modern Kroger store on Peoria Avenue, with a tar and gravel roof 


A tar and gravel roof was instaUed on the modern office building and plant of the 


Boyd Casket Company on West First Street 


The Forrest Trautwein home at 105 East Boyd Street features a special cork floor- 
of parquet design in the bedroom and hallway. The highly polished finish gives the 


floor a beautiful appearance of richness and quality 


The above photograph shows the living room and dining room in the new home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Cooper, 718 Highland Avenue. The wall-to-wall carpet is of 


Loma-Loom in soft shade with special built-in cushion feature 


Here is the spacious and comfortable living room in the ranch-type home of Mr. and 
Mm. Fred Moore on Pennsylvania Avenue. The beautiful .soft grey Loma-Loom car- 


net with built-in cushion finishes off this pleasant room 


»-.. 
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DIXON'S INVITING PARKS 


Beckon the citizens o! Dixon and vicinity to tarry for relaxation 
and healthful recreation... Few, if any communities of Dixon's 
size can boast more extensive, more beautiful natural beauty 
tracts than Lowell Park... and in addition the many smaller 
parks conveniently located about the city, serving neighborhoods 


within the.community. Dixon's parks invite you to visit them 
more often, to enjoy their beauties and matchless facilities for 
rest and play. And remember, your cooperation is 
essential to keeping the parks tidy ... to keeping them always 
inviting. 


THE PRIDE OF 


THE BEACH AND SWIMMING AT LOWELL PARK 


One of the many popular spots at Lowell Park is the bathing beach and picnic grounds. Pictured 
here, is a typical crowd on a summer day. This safe, pleasant recreation spot is known far and 
wide as a favorite place for the family day out. 
' 
? 


SCENIC PAGE DRIVE 


In keeping with the other lovely spots in and around Dixon is this restful spot along Page Drive. 
Its shady, winding roads along the Rock River add to the rustic atmosphere of the downtown river 
front. 


MEMORIAL SWIMMING POOL 


Few towns can boast of a finer swimming pool than the Memorial Pool opened last summer. This 
magnificent structure is one of the most modern swimming; pools in the State of Illinois. 
Opening again shortly for its second season, the diiectors of the DiKon Park Board anticipate 
record crowds will take advantage of this popular recreation center. 
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THE BEAUTIFUL GATEWAY AND ENTRANCE TO LOWELL PARK 


Just a short drive from down town is this massive and impressive entrance to beautiful Lowell 
Park. Long, winding driveways leading from the entrance down through the park to the river 
front and the acres of delightful picnic grounds. 


ROCK RIVER—ALONG PAGE DRIVE 


Pa<*e Drive and Borden Park in the summer time, two popular spots for the ardent fisherman. 
Here also is a pleasant and delightful spot just to while away the time and admire the scenic 
beauty of Rock River. 


NEWSPAPER! 


JOHN DIXON PARK—-N. GALENA AVENUE 


The vounc folks have not been neglected'in the plans for Dixon's Parks and the above photograph 
shows the sand box in popular John Dixon Park on Galena Avenue. Throughout the summer this 
lovely spot is enjoyed by hundreds of youngsters in the immediate neighborhood. 


„_„ 
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1948...'Fishy' Summer Arouses Dixon 


Dixon Rotary Club Sponsors 
Civic-Advancement Plans 


.-,_ 
•«* 


On the 17th of this month (May. 


1951). the Dixon Rotary club will 
observe its third anniversary with 
a party for Rotarians and their 
Rotary Anns. 


The Dixon club Of Rotary Inter- 


national. No. 6882. applied for ad- 
mission on March 25. 1948, and 
was granted a charter on May 
17th of the same year. Twenty- 
three names appeared on the ap- 
plication for charter membership, 
and the local club was sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Freeport. 


Harry Kerz was the club's first 


president and 
Ed 
Miller, vice 


president; Lyle Melvin, secretary, 
and Harry Beard, treasurer. 


The 1051" of fleers are: 
Lyle Mi 
Prescott, president; 


Wayne "Prince, vice president: El- 
den Dunn, secretary; and Harry 
Beard, treasurer. 


The club meets each Monday at 


12:15 p. m. at the Loveland Com- 
munity House for lunch and pro- 
grams are- arranged each week, 
including speeches and entertain- 
ment. Each year the club acts 
as host to the students of the 
senior class of the 
Dbcon high 


school for the purpose of encour- 
aging sound business principles. 


Encourages Youth Groups 


The Rotary club encourages the 


advancement of the Boy and Girl 
Scout organizations, the 
Youth 


Center of Dixon, and the Good- 
fellows. 


The club sponsored the lighting 


equipment which was installed at 
Reynolds field. This project was 
completed and officially dedicated 
by Ronald Reagan during his 
homecoming festivities in 1950. 


The Dixon Rotary club " func- 


tions under an international code 
for the betterment of communi- 
ties, development 
of fellowship, 


the promotion of high standards 
in business and professions and 
the advancement of international 
understanding, 
good 
will 
and 


peace. 


On Feb. 6, 1950 the local club 


was host at a Rotary intercity 
forum of District No. 213 with 
representatives from 
33 clubs 


present. The Dixon Rotary club 
was selected as the host club for 
the District Assembly on July 10, 
1950. This was the largest assem- 
bly ever held in the district. 


Dixon Motors Sells 
Plymouth, DeSoto 


Dixon Motors, Plymouth and 


DeSoto dealer, is located at 81-83 
Hennepin avenue and is owned by 
Louis Sinow. 


The firm was established in 


January, 1948, and in addition to 
serving as exclusive Plymouth and 
DeSoto dealers In Dixon, the com- 
pany provides services that include 
body repair, greasing and wash- 
ing. 
The company also has a 


large used car department. 


Downtown Lights Up for Christmas 


BIG POSTAL RECEIPTS 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 
7, 


1948)—A statement by Postmas- 
ter George Fruin indicates that 
all previous records were broken 
by postal receipts for 1947, with 
a total of $133,032.95, represent- 
ing a $27,000 increase over 
1946, and giving increasing evi- 
dence of the need for a new post 
office building in Dixon. 


:.•€> 


The Home of 


Oliver, New Idea Implements 


and Hardware 


In Sublette for Over 8 Years! 


^w^^^^stt^ 


Our Store and Our Staff- 
Pictured above from left to right: Jim Roft», Elaine Mueller, Jean Shany- 
felt, Ed Lauer, Bruce Bonnell, Delbert Bonnell, Ace Shanyfelt, Harold 
Bonnell and V. O. Bonnell, owner. One of the oldest established businesses 
In Lee County, the V. O. Bonnell Implement and Hardware Store was 
purchased from H. J. Lauer and Son in 1948. 


One of the Fastest Growing 


Business Houses in Our Country! 


OFFERING THE BEST IN FARM IMPLEMENTS, 


HARDWARE and SERVICE 


V. 0. BONNELL 


OLIVER - NEW IDEA -- HARDWARE 


APPLIANCES 


SUBLETTE, ILLINOIS 
PHONE 32 


HailxStorm Loss 
Exceeds Million 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 17, 


1948)—Crops in the 
southwest 


section of Lee county and in Bu- 
reau 
county 
suffered 
damage 


roughly estimated to exceed a mil- 
lion dollars, the results of a heavy 
hail storm which struck yesterday 
afternoon. 


Hailstones the size of walnuts 


stripped leaves from hundreds of 
seres of corn and soy beans, gar- 
dens were riddled and trees were 
stripped of foliage. 


(A second storm hit the Oregon 


community the next day and wind 
and hail damage was estimated 
m4the thousands of dollars. One 
Oregon resident was reported to 
have Captured a 
14-Inch 
carp 


which came through a manhole 
after the cover was floated off by 
water flooding a factory.) 


JAVCEES GIVE RADIO 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Feb. 5, 


1948)—The city-county two-way 
radio system went Into operation 
today and will be operated 24 
hours a day. The $5,000 system 
v;as paid for with funds raised by 
thp Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


Parking .Take' 


(Evening Telegraph, Aug. 24, 


1948) — The city's parking 
meters brought in $26,924.66 
during their first full year of 
operation here, figures com- 
piled by Mayor J. Fred Hof- 
mann revealed today. 


Broken down, the figures 


show an average annual Income 
of $517.78 for each 
of 
the 


city's 300 meters, with Indica- 
tions that the figure should 
go higher this year. 


Seed and Hobby Store 
Is Now 3 Years Old 


Zuend's Seed and Hobby store 


at 117 N. Galena avenue adver- 
tises with the slogan: "Where 
Your Garden Begins." 


The retail 
seed 
store was 


organized in 1948 and in addition 
to garden seeds, sells fertilizers, 
lawn seeds and bedding flowers. 
The firm plans to open a new 
business 
establishment 
in 
the 


spring of 1952 which will better 
serve the needs of all Lee county 
patrons. 


City Picnickers 
See Coincidence 


Hundreds 
of 
picnickers 
at 


Lowell park beach on Aug. 15, 
1948, witnessed one of the most 
remarkable coincidences ever seen 
in Dixon. 


On this date a light airplane 


piloted by Rufus Hill, 21, of De- 
Kalb crashed into Rock river 
after striking power transmission 
lines while "buzzing" the river in 
front of the park. 


An identical airplane accident 


had happened exactly five years 
earlier, lacking one day, Aug. 16, 
1943, when a hedge-hopping air- 
plane toad struck power lines and 
crashed into the river, at the same 
spot. 


In both cases the pilots, neither 


seriously injured, were rescued 
from drowning 
by 
motorboats 


piloted by Dlxonltes. 


The first crash was that of an 


army trainer plane piloted by 
S/Sgt. Carroll Counts. 


CITY PAY RAISED 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 28, 


1948)—Pay increases averaging 13 
per cent for city employes were 
approved by the pity council last 
r.ight. 


Catfish Epidemic Creates 
Indignation Among Natives 


Readers of The Evening Tele- 


graph, scanning headline* of the 
"cold war" and the presidential 
campaign of 1948, read with eome 
trepidation a local article in the 
Aug. 3 Issue. 


Catfish In Rock river were dying 


by the hundreds between Dixon 
and Grand Detour from some mys- 
terious cailsc, announced the news- 
paper. A few dead catfish had 
been noticed floating in the water 
a week before, it was reported, 
and the numbers of dead among 
the lowly river denizens since that 
time had been slowly increasing. , 


For many people up and down 


the river it waa just causa for 
alarm—and anger. The succulent 
fish long had been the embellish* 
ing item on many a table, and 
fishermen had grown to accept 
the plentiful catfish as a wonder- 
ful fact of life, like the "shmoos" 
in a current comic strip of the 
newspaper. 


Sends Out Appeal 


The Lee County Sportsmen's 


club Immediately forwarded an ap- 
peal to the Illinois conservation 
department at Springfield for a 
thorough investigation into the 
ause of the deaths. 
Suspicion was directed at many 


activities along the river from 
Dixon to Grand Detour, and it was 
rumored that considerable Weed 
spraying in the swamps along some 
creeks and streams had been con- 
ducted and it was feared that 
chemicals had washed Into the 
river, killing the fish. 


When two officials of the Illi- 


nols conservation department ar- 
rived Aug. 5 to bc£in an inspec- 
tion, it was hinted that dynamlt- 


in Rock river by crews razing 


.he piers of the old Grand Detour 
bridge might have caused the 
deaths of the fish, which were 
numbering in the thousands. Other 
inspectors from the state depart- 
ment of health and the Illinois 
waterways division were expected 
10 arrive to conduct investigations. 


Whole Thing "Smells" 


As thousands of the catfish con* 


tlnued to die and wash ashore, the 
investigators and others along the 
river began holding their noses and 
the stench created by the fish car- 
casses became almost Intolerable, 
The Lee county health engineer, 
believing the deaths to.b« caused 
from some disease, sent a request 
to the Illinois natural history Bur- 
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vey for a biologist to investigate 
the mysterious deaths. 


"For 
generations," said The 


Telegraph, "Rock river has been 
known for fine channel catfish and 
fishermen have driven great dis- 
tances for a days outing on local 
waters. Lee County Sportsmen's 
club officials have predicted that 
unless the present plight is cor- 
rected, northern Illinois may lose 
one of its most valuable natural. 
resources." 


While readers wondered At the 


mysterious destruction of the river 
catfish, one waggish citizen mailed 
an '.'anonymous" letter to The 
Telegraph. Indicating * "solution." 
Amateur sleuths thought they de- 
tected in the broadly hinting let- 
ter the name of a "guilty" party 
who might have "frightened" th* 
fish to death. It read: 


A "Capital" Often** 


"This little tip may CLAIREfy 


the situation. It is known that a 
few days before dead fish were 
first seen floating on Rock river, 
a jovial, smiling, whole-hearted 
gentleman- of Dixon, who formerly 
g;ave patrons of his eating estab- 
lishment at Grand Detour complete 
service, BECKoned Certain friend* 
to him and, with a knowing smile, 
promised each of them a mess of 
fish the next day. 


"Can there be a 'grapevine* 


among catfish? 


"Can fish die of fright? 
"I will not give you the kindly 


fisherman's name." 


While swimmers and boaters 


shunned the beautiful but smelly 
waters of Rock river, experts con- 
tinued searching for a solution to 
the wholesale destruction, which 
seemed to affect only catfish. On 
Aug. 12 a representative of the 
state natural history survey com- 
pleted an investigation and indi- 
cated that the catfish were trou- 
bled with a fungus disease, caused 
by stream pollution. 


Swimmers Return 


On Aug. i4 The Telegraph an- 


nounced that the plague had sub- 
sided and that swimmers were 
once more reluming in large num- 
bers to Lowell park beach for a 
dip to escape the heat wave. 


A final opinion on the cause of 


thb epidemic among the river cat- 
fish came from the fisheries divi- 
sion of the state conservation de- 
partment, which indicated that the 
catfish were victims of an ulcer 
disease, perhaps caused v by the 
Blow current of the water backed . 
up by the dam at Dbcon, 


The report blamed the epidemic 


partly on an apparent overproduc- 
tion of catfish 'in the stream, and 
gave citizens a recommendation 
which they were glad to follow: 


"Further heavy population of 


catfish in the future should be re- 
duced by heavy fishing to prevent 
an Over-population of catfish." 


Axrivet Auxiliary 
Began in 1948 


With the AmveU* auxiliary mot* 


to, "We Waited together . . . now 
let's work together," as their 
guide, a group of Dixon Amvet 
wives banded together in midsum- 
mer of 1048, and formed Post 123 
AmveU auxiliary. 


A charter presentation dance 


was held the evening of August 
15, 1948, and 38 names were affix- 
ed to the charter. Mm. Carroll 
Yeast was the first president Mrs. 
Armand RiopeUe was 1049 presi- 
dent, followed by Mrs, George Im- 
feld In 1960. The present* president 
Is Mrs. Everett Hanhan. 


The auxiliary meets the first 


and third Tuesday nights of the 
month at the Post liS Amvet hall, 
107 First street, In a business and 
a social gathering, respectively. 
The auxiliary Undertook the fund 
raising for the purchase of the 
Monaghan 
portable 
respirator. 


which was presented to the people 
of Dixon In 1950. This respirator 
is kept At the Dixon fire station 
and is on 24-hour call for emer- 
gency heart cases, polio, drowning 
victims, etc., at ho charge to the,- 
user." 
" 
' 


Annually, the auxiliary holds Its 


White Clover drive. The whit* 
clover was chosen by Amveta as 
their flower because the fields of 
Normandy were laden with them 
when the GIs first landed in World 
W&r n. All money derived frftm 
the drive Is used in rehabilitation 
activities. Included are baskets of 
food, ctothtng and toys tor needy 
veterans' families In this locality 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
veterans' children's welfare work, 
known in Amvets as "Worchids," 
work In veterans' hospitals, etc. 


Amveta In this locality service 


Downey hospital, near Waukegan. 
All auxiliaries in district 2, of 
which Dixon is a part, hold parties 
at Downey the fourth Thursday 
of each month. Cigarettes, punch 
or ice cream is purchased from 
mutual funds and individual aux- 
iliary members Contribute sand- 
wiches and their own presence to 
help make these parties a success. 


The Rockfofd Musicians' union 


furnishes a band every month, free 
of charge. 


The auxiliary has a constant so- 


cial program scheduled. Proceeds 
from some of the social events are 
.(Continued on page IS*, See. M), 
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1949... Dixon Citizens 'Adopt' Triplets. 


Memorial Arch 
Is Dedicated 


Dixon's new — and present — 


memorial arch was dedicated with 
the annual Armistice day exer- 
cises on Nov. 11, 1949 under the 
auspices of the Dixon Post, No. 12, 
American Legion. 


B. J. Frazer of the Dixon high 


school delivered 
the dedicatory 


address. 
Commander Miller of 


the Legion post presented the arch 
to the city and Mayor J. Fred 
Hofmann made the" acceptance 
•peech. 


For many years the Dixon arch, 


trademark'of the city, had been 
badly in need of repairs. The new 
arch was built along the same 
lines as the former one—thus per- 
petuating the symbol which had 
become -so familiar to Dixonites 
and visitors to the city. 


In the winter of 1944 the Dixon 


post of the American Legion con- 
ceived the idea of perpetuating the 
arch as a memorial to those men 
of World War I and II who gave 
their lives for their country- 
Henry Pratt Company 
Manufactures Valves 


Henry Pratt company, located 


at 900 Depot avenue, was incor- 
porated in 1910 and established 
In Dixon in 1949. 


The 
company 
manufactures 


gteel plate products, giving many 
years of engineering and manu- 
facturing experience to the pub- 
lic utility, aircraft, steel, water 
worlcs, sewage'dlsposal and chemi- 
cal industries. 


Specialized study and develop- 


ment have evolved the highly ef- 
ficient Butterfly Valve and other 
special equipment and adaptations 
for the regular 
and usual han- 


dling of fluid system controls. 


, 
With central offices in Chicago, 


the company serves 
all • North 


America and portions of South 
America and Europe. 


Hollywood Style Shop 
Sells. Ladies' Apparel 


"Say It With Values" is the 


slogan and business policy of the 
Hollywood Style shop, owned and 
operated by S. P. Rosenberg at 
108 First street 


The shop was opened on March 


14. 1949, and deals in coats, suits, 
dresses, millinery, blouses, sweat- 
ers, skirts, hosiery, slips and play 
clothes for women. Nationally ad- 
vertised merchandise offers custo- 
mers a wide selection of items. 


Partners Purchased, 
Walgreen Agency 


Paul O. Johns and Gerald W. 


Laughhn have been owners of 
the Johns Walgreen Agency Drug 
store at 106 Galena avenue since 
they purchased the busincsa on 
May 22, 1949. 


The original store started in 


Dixon 35 years ago as a retail 
drug business. Now the company 
offers a wide assortment of drug, 
cosmetics, camera, cigar, candy 
and sundry supplies. In addition 
to a prescription department, the 
store also operates a lunch and 
fountain 
department. Seventeen 


persons are employed on the staff 
of the store, including registered 
pharmacists. 
In addition to the 


drug and medicines, the store also 
has diabetic foods, sick room and 
hospital supplies, electrical goods, 
sporting goods, household sundries, 


ames, toys and magazines. 
The store is a member of the 


National Association 
of 
Retail 


Druggists and the Illinois Phar- 
naceutical association. 


Nursing Home 
Cares for Aged 


The Mansion Nursing 
Home, 


located at 403 East Fellows street, 
is owned and managed by Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Belcher and" Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Weber. 


The home was 
organized 
in 


June, 1949, and -since that time 
has continued to provide indi- 
vidualized care for elderly per- 
sons. 
The home has been care- 


fully 
staffed 
with 
registered 


nurses who are assisted by trained 
nurses' aides. 


The home prides itself in the 


care it offers and the individual- 
ized planning of recreation, meals 
and physical care. 
Menus 
are 


carefully planned according 
to 


the needs of those in the home 
and special work is done to ob- 
serve 
birthdays, 
holidays 
and 


special events to create a complete 
home-like atmosphere. 


The Mansion Nursing Home ap- 


preciates 
the 
recognition 
and 


understanding, together with the 
spiritual care, provided by Dixon 
clergymen who hold special serv- 
ices in observance of 
religious 


days. 


HOXOK AMVET LEADER 
Approximately 
200 Dixonites 


and others assembled at the Na- 
tional 
Guard Armory • Sunday, 


Nov. 
20, 1949. to honor Harold 


Russel, national Amvet leader. 


Sons of Dixon 
Revisit City 


Men prominent In all fields of 


endeavor, from the four corners 
of the nation, converged on Dixon 
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 1949, for the 
"Sons of Dixon" homecoming event 
sponsored 
by the Chamber of 


Commerce. 


Lieut. Governor Sherwood Dixon 


was the honor guest of the event 
and the 
festivities 
included a 


cocktail party at the Elks club 
and a banquet at the Masonic 
temple. 


Among those who attended the 


event from out 
of 
town 
were 


Walter Page of Scarsdale, N. Y., 
son of the builder -of the original 
Anglo Swiss Condensed milk plant 
here: Edward J. Condon, assistant 
to the president of Sears, Roebuck 
and Co.; Gen. William Richardson; 
Herbert Jones, business manager 
of Notre Dame university; 
Dr. 


Gerald Barry of Kansas City; Paul 
Cedric Fulton, advertising 
man- 


ager of 
the 
Chicago 
Tribune: 


Ernest L. Swarts of Rockford, 
well-known 
furniture , designer; 


Dr. Edward Ryan, author of sev- 
eral text books on dentistry: Ed- 
ward Cleary. 
president 
of 
the 


Chicago Automotive association; 
and many others. 
Verne Johnson Now 
Owns Standard Dairy 


Over 20 years ago, E. R. Auman 


started the Standard dairy, and 
n 1947 he sold it to the Amboy 
Milk 
Products 
company. 
In 


September, 1949. the business was 
jurchased by Verne Johnson of 
Joliet who now lives with his 
amily in Dixon. 
Mr. Johnson 


was engaged in the dairy business 
'or many years before moving 
to Dixon. 


The dairy occupies a glazed tile 


building with brick fronj at 1114 
Galena avenue where a complete 
ine of Grade A dairy products are 
processed under strictest sanitary 
conditions. 


Masonic Temple 
Damaged by Fire 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Feb. 23, 


1949) _ The beautiful Brinton 
Memorial Masonic temple housing 
all Masonic fraternities of Dixon 
and scene of last evening's "Sons 
of Dixon" banquet sponsored by 
the Chamber^ of Commerce, was 
damaged by fire to the extent of 
an estimated $50,000 early this 
morning. 


First Triplets in 54 Years 


Three of a kind—Linda Lee, Karen Marie and Diana Bee—infant daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant Lawson who were the first triplets to be born in the 54-year history of the 


Katherine Shaw Bethea hospital.on Oct. 2,1949 


Famous„ Landmark Destroyed by Fire 


On Wednesday night, Nov. 23, 1949, a famous Dixon landmark was destroyed by fire. 
The "Dome Skating Rink" ha,d, in its day, been known locally as the Assembly Park au- 
ditorium and was one'of the centers of culture and learning in America. It ranked 
second only to Chautauqua Lake, N. Y., and had a capacity of 5,000 persons. Within 
its walls many noted persons had appeared, among them: Schumann-Heinle, Galli 
Curci, Billy Sunday, William Jennings Bryan and many-more. With the decline 
of chautauqua, the former Lutheran Gospel Tabernacle became a roller skating rink. 


Contributions Provide 
Help for Tiny Threesome 


Lincla Lee, Karen Marie and Diana Bee, daughters of 


Mr. and Mrs, Grant Lawson, route 2, Dixon, were the prin- 
cipals in a big news story in Dixon in the fall of 1949. 


On Oct. 2 the three infants were the first triplets to bq 


recorded in the 54-year history of the Katherine Shaw B(C> 
thea hospital. Mr. Lawson, employed at the Reynolds Wire 
company here, and his wife were 
also the parents of seven other 
children and Dixon citizens were 
quick to "adopt" the new trio. 
First born of the infants 
was 


Linda Lee, weighing 4 pound? 13 
ounces; the second was Karen 
Marie, four pounds 14\a ounces: 
and the last was Diana Bee, five 
pounds 16 ounces. 


The great event (it was reported 


by The Telegraph that triplets 
happen once in about 8,000 births), 
brought a sense of joy and happi- 
ness to Dixon citizens long trou- 
bled by housing shortages, coal 
strikes, international disputes and 
grim news of calamities. 


'Triplets Fund" 


Within a day after the birth of 


the infants, a "Triplets Fund" was 
started and 
citizens 
were 
en- 


couraged to contribute. 
Many 


merchants at once indicated their 
willingness to provide merchan- 
dise. 


Mrs. Lucile R. Ralston, president 


of the Reynolds Wire company, 
presented the father of the little 
girls with three $50 U. S. govern- 
ment bonds and 
Dixdn's heart 


began warming daily to the tiny 
trio. 


Workers at the Freeman Shoe 


company 
contributed 
$60.25 
In 


coins and each day more and more 
people responded to the fund. On 
Oct. 8th, The Telegraph reported 
that the1 fund had S216.75—and 
more was needed. The next day 
the fund reached nearly $300 plus 
$150 in U. S. bonds and a day 
later the Dixon Liquor Dealers' 
association gave $50. 


"Keep Triplets Dry" 


On Oct. 15th, the Dixon Parses 


Alumnae association held a bake 
sale in a downtown floral shop 
and used a slogan for their sale: 
"Come to our bake sale and buy— 
help keep the triplets dry." 
By 


Oct. 19th the fund for the triplets 
was closed and $557.15 was turned 
over to 
Miss 
Agnes 
Florence, 


superintendent, and the nurses of 
the KSB hospital who were to 
supervise 
the 
spending . of 
the 


money for the triplets and the 
other children 
in 
the 
Lawson 


family. On Oct. 24, Miss Florence 
and Mrs. Lawson started on a 


shopping tour 
with 
the 
funds 


provided by the readers of The 
Telegraph. 


Former Music Teacher 
Owns Westgor Store 


After 
20 years of teaching?1 


music, instructing and- directing 
bands and orchestras in m a n y 
communities in the Dixon terri- 
tory, Orville Westgor felt that it 
was a most natural thing to go 
into the business of helping others 
in the selection of musical instru- 
ments. To this end, he opened the 
Westgor Musical company at 115 
Hennepin avenue in May, 1949. 


For many years Mr. Westgoi^ 


was on the faculty of the Dixdfc* 
high school and now. his patrons 
benefit from the experience he has 
had as a musician and a teacher. 
About six years ago he composed 
and arranged the music which is 
now the official school song. 


In addition to selling nationally- 


knoxvn musical instruments, the 
Westgor company also furnishes 
teachers for all instruments, bands 
and orchestras. 
' 


Associated with Mr. Westgor 


Gene Blake, electrician, who workf 
as a service man. 


Lincoln, Mercury Cars 
Have Dealer in Dixon 


Howard Lieber is president of 


the Dixon Lincoln-Mercury com- 
pany at 1400 Palmyra avenue in 
Dixon. The company, authorize'; 
dealers in Lincoln and Mcrcur 
automobiles, was established on 
Jan. 2, 1949, and now occupies 
a cement block building, 80 by 
150 feet. 


The company serves all Lee 


county and part of Ogle county 
and employs nine people. The 
company began at 113 W. Third 
street, and one year later moved 
to the present larger location, 
thus offering an expanded servuwC fc, 
to customers. 
"< ™ 


The company is a member of the 


National Automobile Association. 
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1950..'Injun Summer Welcomes Reagan 


Hollywood Star Known 
In Dixon as "Dutch' 


Ronald Reagan, one of Hollywood's most capable actors 


and respected citizens, is known in Dixon as "Dutch." 


It was here that he was graduated from high school; it 


was here that -he saved nearly 80 lives when he was a life- 
guard at Lowell park beach. It was here, too, that Reagan's 
career as an actor began. 


Born in Tampico, 111., "Dutch" 


attended public schools in Gales- 
burg, Monmouth, Tampico and 
Dixon. 
He was graduated from 


Eureka college with an A. B. de- 
gree in sociology and economics. 


Joins Dramatic Club 


In high school here, "Dutch" 


joined the Senior Dramatic club 
and remained, 'until graduation, 
one of the club's most active and 
Interested members. 


In 1927-28. his junior year, he 


was cast as Roderic White, the ju- 
venile lead in "You and I." a play 
by the late Philip Barry. B. J. Fra- 
zier, who directed the play, said of 
young Reagan: "He always came 
to rehearsal with his lines and 
stage business 'pat,' yet he was 
never satisfied and always willing 
to work extra hours to improve 
either the general effect or his 
own part." 


In the same year, "Dutch" was 


cast in "The Pipe of Peace." a play 
so successful that it was repeated 
nearly a dozen times for Dixon 
clubs and before groups in neigh- 
boring towns. 


In his senior year, Reagan was 


cast in a colorful but difficult play 
lor amateurs, "Captain 
Apple- 


£ 


ck," in which he played the vil- 
in. 
In college his interest in dra- 


matics continued and he played 
Important roles in such well-known 
successes as "The Bat," "Taming 
of the Shrew" and "Journey's 
End." 


For one season after college he 


toured Illinois and Iowa cities with 
the Johnson Players, a stock com- 
pany of ambitious young actors 
and actresses. 


Sports Announcer 


His training In the power of the 


•poken • word continued when he 
worked for several years as a 
sports announcer at station WHO 
In Des Moines. While covering the 
Chicago 
Cubs' 
spring 
training 


camp at Catalina Island, a friend 
Introduced him to Max Arnow, a 
Warner Bros, casting director who 
was impressed by his fine voice. 
The next day he was offered a 
screen test and a few days later 
signed a contract. 


His career since that time has 


been one of uninterrupted movie 
successes. Including "Love Is On 
the Air," "International Squad- 
ron," 
"King's 
Row," 
"Brother 


Rat," "John Loves Mary" and 
many, many others. 


In addition to his movie acting, 


Reagan is actively engaged in pro- 
moting benefits for actors and es- 
tablishing good will between Hol- 
lywood and the rest of the world 
as president of the Screen Actors' 
Guild. 


Gehant and Dickinson 
Store Ends First Year 


Gehant and Dickinson, dealers 


In office supplies, will be a year 
old in June, 1951. 
The company 


is authorized dealers for Reming- 
ton-Rand adding machines, Royal 
typewriters and All-Stcel 
office 


furniture. 


The company is the only busi- 


ness in the territory devoted ex- 
clusively to office supply, sales 
»nd service and serves Dixon, Am- 
ooy, Polo and Oregon patrons. 


CAPRICIOUS WEATHER 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Dec. 2, 


* 
1950)—You couldn't beat Dixon's 
weather for variety last night— 
snow, sleet, rain, lightning-'and 
thunderstorms—topped off by a 
tog- 


Telegraph Awarded 
Prize in Typography 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph's 


issue of March 8, 1950, won the 
newspaper third place in the na- 
tion among 900 newspapers for 
excellence in typography, makeup 
and press work. 


The award was sponsored by 


N. W. Ayer & Son, one of the 
country's leading advertising agen- 
cies, which conducts the contest 
annually. 
' 


The Telegraph's awaro was in 


the "less than 10,000 circulation" 
newspaper class. The award was 
announced in the issue of April 
28, 1950. A replica of the prize- 
winning front page is reproduced 
in the centennial seal emblem in 
this edition. 
Dresdens Operate 
Triangle Drive-in 


Mr. and Mrs. Eldrcd Dresden, 


two well-known Dixon people, are 
owners and operators of the Tri- 
angle Drive-In restaurant at the 
corner of Lowell park road and 
North Galena avenue. 


The establishment is one year 


old this month. May, 1951. and 
now employs 12 persons including 
six 
"car 


restaurant 


hops" 
sen-ice 


who provide 
to motorists. 


Sandwiches of all kinds, chicken, 
fish, coffee and soft drinks are on 
the menu of the drive-in restau- 
rant and there are also picnic 
tables for patrons. 


INU Firm Merges 
To Meet Demands 


(Evening Telegraph, Nov. 20, 


1950)—Illinois Northern Utilities 
company and Western United Gas 
and Electric 
company will be 


merged into Public Service Com- 
pany of Northern Illinois, Charles 
Y. Freeman, chairman of the 
latter company, announced today. 


"It is imperative," Mr. Freeman 


stated, "that the electric power 
generating stations and natural 
gas supplies of the three com- 
panies be integrated to meet the 
tremendously increased demands 
for electricity and natural gas." 
Price's Wallpaper 
Store Is Opened 


Price's Wallpaper store was es- 


stablishcd here just a year ago, in 
May, 
1950, and is located at 123 


Galena avenue. 


The store deals in wallpaper and 


paints and is exclusive dealer of 
Elliot's Paints, made by a firm 
which is 114 years old. 


The company trims wallpaper 


free, hangs and services Venetian 
blinds, cuts window shades, mixes 
paints and will assist patrons with 
their decorating problems. 


The store is privately owned and 


operated although it is associated 
with seven other stores in the mid- 
dle west. 


Telegraph Uses JnJc 
Mixed With Perfume 


On March 9, 1950, The 
Tele- 


graph tried one of the new tech- 
niques in journalism—mixing per- 
fume with printer's ink to draw 
attention to an advertisement. 


The perfume went into a full 


page, two-color ad on the back 
page, run by the Dixon Appliance 
company. 


Municipal Swimming Pool 


Mayor Welcomes Actor and Mother 


Mayor Fred Hofmann (left) welcomes Ronald Reagan and his mother, Mrs. Nell Rea- 
gan, at homecoming celebration in the screen star's honor in 1950. At right is Evar 
Swanson, 1950 president of the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, which sponsored the 


four day event 


Screen Star Enjoys Smorgasbord 


Attending smorgasbord in honor of Ronald Reagan (in white shirt) during homecom- 
ing "Injun Summer" celebration for the actor in 1950 are, left to right, seated: Mrs. 
Charles Walgreen, Mrs. Nell Reagan, his mother; Lorraine Mackler, president of the 
Philadelphia "Reagan Fan Club;" Reagan; Miss Zelda Multz, president of all Reagan 
fan clubs; and Evar Swanson, president of the Dixon Chamber of Commerce. Stand- 
ing: Elbert (Izzy) Fulmer, Telegraph reporter; and Lyle Melvin, "Injun Summer" 


' chairman 


Reagan Recalls High School Days 


Ronald Reagan (center) chats with Dixon high school officials of schoolday reminis- 
cences during homecoming celebration in his honor in 1950. 
At left are Coach A. C. 


Bowers and B. J. Fraser, principal, who coached Reagan in his first dramatic appear- 


ances in. high school plays, and (right) A. H. Lancaster, superintendent 


City Council Moves 
To End Rent Control 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Aug. 16, 


1950)— Dixon's city council voted 
four-to-one Tuesday night to end 
rent controls. 


Unless Uncle Sam throws a 


blanket back on rents, there will 
be no rent ceilings locally after 
the current year expires. 


Commissioner of Streets Joseph 


Vaile cast the sole vote for an 
extension of rent controls., Com- 
missioners Forrest Shawger, Carl 
K. Plowman, George 
Lindquist 


nnd Mayor J. Fred Hofmann have 
voted to end rent controls. 


Employment Rises 
In Area of Dixon 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Mar. 4, 


1C50)— Employment continued to 
rise in the Dixon-Stcrling area late 
in 1949 and early in 1950—and 
the future outlook is even rosier. 


Manufacturing employment in- 


creased by some 600 jobs, with 
gains registered in primary steel 
products, construction, hardware 
and electrical machinery fields. 


RECORD BUDOKT 


' (Evening Telegraph, 
June 28, 


1950)—A record-breaking budget 
--one slightly under a quarter of 
a million dollars—was submitted 
to Tuesday night's council meeting 
by Mayor F. Fred Hofmann and 
Commissioner Carl Plowman. The 
amount was .$217,323. 


Lutherans Sett Lot 
For Parking Space 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 20, 


1950)—An 
1868 
landmark 
is 


scheduled to bow and give way to 
a double-decked parking lot some- 
time in 1952. 


The congregation of St. Paul's 


F.vangelical Lutheran church vot- 
ed Wednesday to accept a bid of 
§50,000 for its church and parson- 
age. 
Mayor J. Fred 
Hofmann 


nmde the bid for Dixon. 


Burbank Store Began 
One Year Ago Here 


The Burbank store In Dixon Is 


exactly one year old today. 


Located at 107 Galena avenue, 


the Burbank store opened in Dlxon 
on May 1, 1950. 


The store operates a fountain 


and specializes in gifts and aul- 
dries. The firm distributes top 
brands of nationally advertised 
daily needs and manufactures Its 
own ice cream. 


Youth Gets Answers 
To Wedlock Offer 


i 
On March 3, 1950, the following 


classified ad appeared 
in 
The 


Telegraph: "Young man 24 years 
old would like to marry Christian 
girl. 
Have steady Job and an 


apartment." 


He received wveral responses 


;n tbo next few day*. 


Memorial Pool 
Opens'in Dixon 


Dixon's modern memorial swim- 


ming pool opened to the public 
on June 27, 1950. 


The pool was built after voters 


approved a $129,000 bond issue in 
1948,. A grant of $30,000 from 
the Loveland Community House 
trust fund supplemented the fig- 
ure. 


The pool was equipped with 


locker rooms and showers. 
It 


had a 30,000-gallon capacity, com- 
pletely circulated every six hours. 
The water was filtered, sterilized 
and pumped back into the pool. 


The pool's depth ranged from 


three feet at one end to 11 feet at 
the deepest level, with a 12-inch- 
deep pool for small children. 
Telegraph Announces 
First War Casualty 


On June 26, 1950, The Tele- 


graph announced the entry of the 
United States into the war in 
Korea. 


Dixon's first casualty In 
the 


Korea fighting was announced by 
The Telegraph on Aug. 7, 1950, 
when the newspaper reported that 
Pfc. Roland E. Smith of Dixon 
was seriously wounded on July 25. 


Fazzi Radio and TV 
Shop Began in 1950 


E. L. Fazzi is the owner and 


manager of the Fazzi TV and 
Radio shop at 317 & West First 
street. The firm has been in busi- 
ness since January 14, 1950 and 
now employs four persons. 


The company is exclusive dealer 


for Fada radio and .television sets 
and offers on-the-spot demonstra- 
tions with the guarantee of recep- 
tion or no obligation to the patron. 


The firm serves the Dlxon, Ster- 


ling, Oregon, areas as well as other 
sections of Lee and Ogle counties. 


Cify Phones Change 
To Dialing System 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 14, 


1950)—At midnight July 29, it's 
"operation cutover" for the Dixon 
Home Telephone company. 


All Dixon telephones will cut 


over from the 
current 
manual 


system to an automatic dial net- 
work. 
The switch Involves new 


numbers for all Dlxon 
phones. 


Grand Detour, 
Nelson, Harmon 


and Nachusa already have new 
rumbers. 


Catholics Announce 
Plans ior New School 


The Telegraph announced May 


6, 1950, that Dixon Catholics were 
planning" to erect a new $250,000 
school to replace St. Mary's par- 
ochial school at Seventh street 
an<" Peoria avenue. 


The cement, steel 
and glass 


structure, according to plans by 
architects, would seat 400 stu- 
dents, with 12 classrooms, when 
completed. Its auditorium would 
seat 700 to 800 and plans includ- 
ed a gym, cafeteria, nurse's room, 
music room, showers and lounges. 
Marguerite's Shop 
Completes First Year 


One of Dixon's 
newest retail 


stores is Marguerite's Ladies 'Ap- 
parel located at 110 First street. 


The company will be one year 


old on May 4th, and during that 
time has offered fine suits, coats, 
dresses and accessories for ladles. 


The company advertises with 


the slogan 
."Fine 
Things 
for 


Ladies." 


Thousands Attend Festival 
In Honor of Popular Actor 


Thousands of Dixonites turned out in August, 1950, for 


a "welcome home" festival in honor of Ronald Reagan, a 
Hollywood screen actor formerly of Dixon. 


The young screen actor, who is one of the movie indus- 


try's foremost spokesmen as president of the Screen Actors 
Guild, was greeted by his many admirers on Sunday, Aug. 


20, when he arrived at 11:30 a. m. 


Oil, Yes There Is! 
(Evening Telegraph, Dec. 14, 


1950)—There's no way to check 
all the editions In The Tele- 
graph'* 100-year history, but 
today's 
paper—according to 


veteran employes—breaks all 
records for the 
number 
of 


pages with 36. 


CENTENNIAL 
EDITORS' 


NOTE: Oh, yes, there Is a 
way!) 


Fire Damages Store 
On Election Night 


(Evening 
Telegraph, 
Nov. 8, 


1950)—Flames did an estimated 
$50,000 to $100,000 damage last 
night to clothing and to the chil- 
dren's 
department 
in 
Kline's 


Department store. 


(The 
fire, which was discovered 


at 9 p. m., took place while vote 
returns were being compiled in 
The Telegraph offices across the 
street, and motorists hurried to 
remove their cars from the scene 
to save them from possible damage 
by fire or the fire department.) 


21 Lee Men Leave 
In Postwar Draft 


(Evening1 Telegraph, Oct. 31, 


1950)—Dixon's first draft con- 
tingent since World War II days 
left for Chicago and induction 
into the United States army this 
morning. 


The 21 men, all between 23 and 


25, entrained for at 
least 21 


months this morning. Members 
of the group were from Dlxon, 
Amboy, Compton, Ashton, Lee, 
Sublette, Paw Paw and Eldena. 


Dixon's Population 
Increases to 11,532 


Results of the 1950 census an- 


nounced on June 19 by The Tele- 
graph Indicated that Dlxcr.'s pop- 
ulation had 
Increased 861 be- 


tween 1940 and 1950, an increase 
of 8 per cent. 


The 1940 census had revealed a 


figure of 10,671. The 1950 census 
showed 11,532 people. There were 
541 more dwelling units, or a to- 
tal of 3,780. 


The population of Dlxon town- 


ship for 1950 was 19,191. Lee 
county population had grown from 
34,604 in 1940 to 36,366 in 1950, 
a gain of 5 per cent 
Physicians' Wives 
Organize Auxiliary 


Woman's 
Auxiliary 
to 
the 


Whiteside-Lee 
County 
Medical 


Society was founded on February 
9, 1950, by 13 physicians' wives 
with the sanction of the County 
Medical Society. At present there 
are 40 members. The auxiliary's 
first president is Mrs. Charles H. 
Lesage of Dixon. The other of- 
ficers are: president elect, Mrs. 
Glenn Pohly of Rock Falls; treas- 
urer, Mrs. Howard Edwards, Jr., 
of Dixon; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Fletcher Austin of Sterling; cor- 
responding secretaries, Mrs: Leo- 
nard Melcarck of Sterling, Mrs. 
Harold McCall of Dlxon. 


The auxiliary has its meetings at 


Jul's Farm the second Thursday 
of each month. 


from Hollywood with his mother 
for Dixon's "Injun Summer" fes- 
tival, which lasted four days dur- 
ing which the popular actor waa 
given an ovation as one of Dixon's 
outstanding eons. 


The occasion was one filled with 


events In honor of "Dutch"—aa 
the actor Is known in his home 
town, where he spent his early 
youth, attended, high school and 
became well known as a life guard 
for several seasons at Lowell park, 
where he Is credited with caving 
78 lives. 


Leads Horse Parade 


Upon his arrival the screen ac- 


tor led a parade of. 600 "Trail 
Riders" on horseback through the 
city after being presented with 
the key to tho city by Mayor J. 
Fred Hofmann and 
representa- 


tives of the Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce, which sponsored th« 
four-day fete. 


On Monday afternoon Reagan 


formally dedicated the city's new 
municipal swimming pool, which 
had been completed in June, after 
which the 
Aqua Kapcrs, weU 


1'nown swimming troupe, staged 
a water show at the pool. 
At 


6:30 p. m. a homecoming banquet 
in the actor's honor was held at 
the Masonic temple, which was 
attended by a sellout crowd of 
400. 


Later a second water show waa 


held at the swimming pool at which 
he made 
another 
appearance. 


Walter Cryor, a Dlxon boy, en- 
tertained the crowd with spectac- 
ular diving performances. 


Visits Hospital 


During his stay the film star 


visited the KSB hospital and the 
Nachusa home for children. On 
Tuesday Reagan met with Eureka 
college classmates. He had also 
been greeted by a group from 
Tampico, where he had formerly 
Hvcd. 


At 7:30 p. m. Tuesday the screen 


star dedicated the Reynolds field 
baseball diamond, and witnessed 
two softball games. On Wednes- 
day afternoon a mammoth float 
parade attracted thousands, and 
a second parade took place at 7 
p. m. at which-The Telegraph es- 
timated 20,000 persons attended. 
In tho parade were 29 floats and 
40 decorated cars. 


Music was furnished by a band 


from Froeport, an accordion band 
from Mendota, the Dixon Legion 
drum and bugle corps, the Dixon 
slate hospital 
band, two Boy 


Scout drum and bugle corps, a 
barber shop quartet 
and radio 


singers. 


Ends With Ball 


The four-day festival ended with 


a homecoming ball in Reagan'* 
honor at the Dixon Armory, at 
which 800 couples danced to music 
by Lawrence Welk's orchestra. 


At the Wednesday night parade 


The Telegraph reported that the 
town was packed with visitors to 
see what old-timers called "the^ 
biggest event in Dixon history." 


After the- successful homecom- 


ing fete in'Dixon, Reagan left for 
Tampico, where another parade 
was scheduled In the. town where 
ho was born. 


DIES 


The Telegraph on Sept 1, 1950, 


jeported the death of Elbert (Izzy) 
Fulmer, 63, who had spent 35 
years as a reporter on tho staff 
of tho newspaper." ' . 


V 
Ronald Reagan Leads Horse Parade 


Screen Actor Ronald Reagan leads parade of 600 mounted 'Trail Riders" at "Injun 
Summer" homecoming fete in the movie star's honor in 1950. Reagan rode palomino 


bora* belonging to L, G, Rorer in .the parade on first <taK <rf CMBBMfflfei 


. r?'" 
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City Council of Dixon for 1951 


Dixon city council for 1951 includes (left to right): Commissioners C. L. (Lyle) Ballard, public health and safety, 
and George Lindquist, public property; Mayor William V. Slothower, and Commissioners Joseph Vaile, streets and 


alleys, and Carl plowman, finance 


Dixon School District Board for 1951 


Board members of Dixon school district 170 for 1951 include (1. to r.): Dr. Stirling Stackhouse, Hank Henry, Dr. 


.Wilbur Stitzel, Secretary John Culley, Dr. Leslie Hinkle, George Knouse and President M. M. Memler. 


Board of Dixon Park District for 1951 


Dixon park district board members for 1951 include (1. to r.): President Ed Vaile, Miss Esther Barton, J. R. Mc- 


Daniel, Cal Tyler, Louis Pitcher, Board Attorney John Dixon and Secretary Olaf Rees. 


Dixon Police Department for 1951 


•Dixon police department for 1951 includes (left to right): Front row—Raymond Olson, Bert Lorenzen, Sgt. Clar- 
ence Seagren, Chief Harry J. Fisher, Asst. Chief Frank Tyne and Jack Van Meter; back row—Charles (Bob) Tuttle, 
Robert McCoy, John Woodyatt, Ray Wilson, Merchant Policeman Edward Trotter, Meter Maintainer Frank Chap- 


man and Glenn Camery, Jr. 


Dixon Fire Department for 1951 


Duron fire department for JL951 includes (left to right): Front row—Driver Pat Dunphy, Asst. Chief Chester Stang- 
i*mH Chief Jake 'Johnson, Inspector Bill Cinnamon, Capt Gail Keyser and Ed Pierce; back row—Oscar Smith, 


Elwood Cruse, Bert Woodworth, Bob Sterling and Driver Bob .Wilhelm. 


land, 


Observers Spot 
Planes in Alert 


Dixon air raid observers of the 


civil defense organization took 
iart in a practice alert over seven 
midwestern states on the weekend 


f Feb. 10-11, 1951. 
The 24 observers of the Dixon 


warning system took two-hour 
urns watching the skies with 
earns of three men from an ob- 
servation post at Plum Hollow 
ountry club. They spotted three 
aircraft during the weekend prac- 
tice alert 


Supervisor was Max Van Scoy, 


hlef observer, Hal Roberts; assist- 
ant chief supervisor, Lyle Bellows; 
and assistant chief observer, Fer- 
ris Walker. 


Lincoln Room' Gavel 
Given to Judge Dixon 


(Evening Telegraph, 
Jan. 2, 


951)—Bailiff 
Curt Rice today 


ailed the January term of Lee 
punty circuit court to order with 
a gavel made of wood taken from 
the "Lincoln room" of the White 
•louse. 


The gavel, an exact duplicate of 


he one used by the speaker of the 
louse of representatives, was given 
o Circuit Judge George C. Dixon 
iy Bert Smyce, now the White 
House building inspector. 


Smyce, a former Dixonite, work- 


ed on the 1950 remodeling of the 
'resident's, residence, the 
first 


since 1817. 


City Voters Approve 
2 New Grade Schools 


(Evening Telegraph, April 16, 


1951)—Voters of school district 170 
Saturday 
overwhelmingly 
ap- 


>roved construction of two new 
trade schools on the north side 
n Dixon and also approved $1,600,- 
000 in bonds to build the schools. 


(The vote called for the erection 


of a 5960,000 school in the north- 
east area and 5640,000 school in 
,he northwest area.) 


Lee Defense Group 
Holds Meeting Here 


(Evening Telegraph, April 3, 


1951)—Civil defense leaders from 
all towns in Lee county orgnnized 
last night at a meeting in the 
courthouse. 


Walter -Knack, county defense 


director, and August Wimpleberg, 
co-director, were in charge of the 
meeting, attended by mayors and 
directors from 
throughout 
the 


county. 


Representatives attended from 


Amboy, Ashton, Compton, Dixon, 
5"ranklin Grove,' Harmon, 
Lee, 


Nelson. Paw Paw, Steward, Sub- 
ette, West Brooklyn, Eldena, Lee 
Center, Nachusa, Scarboro, Shaw 
Station and Walton. 


fncumbenfs Sweep 
Tpwnsnjp Offices 


(Evening Telegraph, April 4, 


1951)—Incumbents won in most 
srecincts in the Lee county town- 
ship elections yesterday, accord- 
ing to an unofficial tabulation by 
The Telegraph. 


Supervisor A. C. Higby was re- 


turned to office in Dixon town- 
ship, and Assistant Supervisors 
F. C. SproUl and Leon W. Miller 
were returned to office. 


Henry LaBar, incumbent high 


way commissioner, won his office 
again. 


State Legion Head 
Makes Address Here 


(Evening Telegraph, March 12, 


1951)—Lawrence J. Fenlon, Chi- 
cago, state commander of the 
American Legion, spoke last night 
at the observance of 
the 
32nd 


birthday of the American Legion 
at the Masonic temple. 


Among those attending were 


Lt. Gov. Sherwood Dixon, a past 
commander of Post No. 12; Mayor 
J. Fwd 
Hofmann; 
and John 


Mitchell, 
present 
Legion 
com- 


mander. 
Telegraph Sidelights 
State Ball Tourney 


(Evening Telegraph. March 14, 


1951)—Sixteen of Illinois' best 
basketball teams are ready to start 
firing in the state tourney tonight 
and tomorrow. 


And so is Sports Editor Hugh 


Hough, who will fire a colorful 
word picture of the annu.il classic 
to 
Dixon 
Evening 
Telegraph 


readers from Champaign. 


Besides complete game coverage 


by the Associated Press, readers 
will get Hough's court-side high- 
lights of the 1951 state tourney. 


Police, Firemen Get 
Civil Service Status 


Dixon voters on April 17, 1951 


in the regular city election, ap 
proved a civil service program for 
Dixon firemen and policemen by a 
ballot of 3,140 to 997. 


The 
program 
places 
hiring 


firing and promotions of, the tw< 
protective groups in the hands o 
a three-man commission appointee 
by the city council, removing such 
action from the direct control o 
the council. 


Irish Minstrels' Act 
'erforms at School 


(Evening Telegraph, April 5, 


951)—It was a great night for 
the Irish and for those not BO 
rlsh when 
they 
attended the 


•Irish Minstrels" at the Dixon 
ilgh school auditorium last eve* 
Ing. 
Under the sponsorship of the 


Cnlghts of Columbus, the show 
las a cast of 75 local people. 
Shriners Form 
First Club Here 


(Evening Telegraph, March 8, 


951)—The first Shrine club ever 
ormed in Dixon was organized last 
light at a joint meeting of the 
Rock River Shrine club arid mem- 
jers from Dixon and surrounding 
owns, in a charter night observ- 
ance at the Rainbow Inn. 


The Dixon club is a subsidiary 


if the Rock River group. A total 
>f 96 members 
attended from 


Rockford, Dixon and surrounding 
:ommunities. 


Officers of the Dixon Shrine 


:lub are: President, Lyle Melvin; 
•ice president, Dr. E. T. Ander- 
son; treasurer, E. G. Hubert; secre- 
ary, Alfred Tice; and directors, 
William V. Slothower,' James Cle- 
don, Edgar Crawford and W. H. 
'rince. 
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im Mercer Named 
To Conference Honor 


(Evening Telegraph, March 22, 


1951)—Dixon's Jim Mercer was 
named the winner of the 1950-51 
\Torth .Central conference basket- 
jail scoring race today, according 
to figures compiled by the DeKalb 
Chronicle. 


The 6-3 center, who helped carry 


the Dukes to a 6-3 conference 
record and a share of second place 
n the final standings, picked up 
202 points, 37 more than 
his 


nearest rival, Jack Carpenter of 
DeKalb. 


.Floyd Acker, 
rugged 
Dixon 


forward, was ninth on the scoring 
1st with 104 points. 


Shippert Company 
Observes 37th Year 


This year, as 
The 
Telegraph 


celebrates 
its 
centennial, the 


Shippert 
Manufacturing 
Com- 


pany, Inc., 414 South Galena ave- 
nue, celebrates its 37th year in 
:usiness. 
The company was formed in 


1914 and for 16 years was en- 
;aged in the manufacture of milk- 
ng machines and is now one of 
two firms exclusively manufac- 
turing lacings for V-belts. 
The 


company supplies all the United 
States and 15 foreign countries. 


Reynolds Men Get 
Awards for Service 


(Evening Telegraph, April 9, 


1951) — Corporation 
President 


Walter Parkins 
officially 
wel- 


comed the Reynolds Wire company 
nto the National Standard corpo- 
ration 
and 
presented 
sen-ice 


awards to 54 
employes 
at 


banquet in the Masonic temple 
ast night. 
' The wire company was pur- 
chased by National Standard last 
year. 


Parkins presented Elgin watches 


to employes with 25 
or 
more 


years service with Reynolds. The 
dinner included 20 turkeys and 
92 pies, which were used to feed 
the crowd of more than 350. 


Teachers Tour City 
On First B-I-E Day 


(Evening Telegraph, April 17, 


1951)—Grade 
school 
and high 


school teachers of Dixon joined 
merchants and industrialists at 
yesterday's .luncheon in the Love- 
and building to proclaim the city's 
first B-I-E (business-industry-edu- 
cation) Day a success. 


(The teachers spent much of the 


day on conducted tours of Dixon'a 
businesses and Industries.) 


These have been 


Headlines of a Century 


Today's edition of the Dixon Evening Telegraph 


ends a century during which time this newspaper 
has reported the life, thought, progress, fortunes and 
misfortunes of a city known today for its notabre 
part in the nation's history, for the men and women 
of achievement who have been born or lived here 
and for its contribution to industry and progress— 
br its men and women who served with distinction 
in war and in peace. 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph in 100 years has 


reported the shifting pattern of many lives and many 
events which is climaxed today with this specif 
Centennial Edition. 


In this edition we have attempted to present for 


the readers a record, year by year, of the significant 
news—and many lesser items—which we hope wil] 
stir the reader's memory to recall a name, a place, an 
event. 


It is a record which has taken many months of. 


ardent work, research and planning. The pages TO 
this edition could not, from the beginning, hope to 
capture every event, every name—but we do hope 
that in this cross-section of a century the reader will 
find just and creditable representation of events in 
government, social life, sports, industry, disaster, 
entertainment and an index to the economic trends. 
If so, the goal of this edition has been achieved. 


Today's edition of the Dixon Evening Teleg: 


is not the work of any one person—it is the accumu- 
lation of the men and women who have woVked on 
the newspaper for one hundred years . . . it is the 
cooperation of all those who work on it today. It is, 
moreover, the representation of the help given to the 
editors by numerous Dixon citizens . . . notably the 
men and women who contributed the facts for the 
church histories, the histories of lodges, clubs and 
societies and those who furnished the facts for tJ»"j 
industrial chronicles. 


The names of all those who have helped are a 


directory of Dixon's most civic-jninded citizens and it 
is notably led by the names of Mrs. J. B. Lennon for 
the contributions from the museum at the Loveland 
Community House,, Mrs. Bernice Karraker and her 
staff at the Dixon Public Library, Judge George C. 
Dixon, and Margaret Scriven, librarian of tbp.- 
Chicago Historical Society. 
^' 


DON DANIELSON 
Centennial Edition Editor 


HAROLD HOPKINS 


Associate Editor 


Telegraph Sparks 
Teen Center Drive 


On January 30, 1951, The Tele- 


graph opened a drive for funds to 
operate the youth center in the 
basement of the Episcopal church. 


The quota for the drive was set 


at $2,000, which was exceeded in 
a few days. The youth center, oper- 
ated by the Rev. Vernon L. S. 
Jones of the Episcopal 
Church, 


makes its facilities available to 
Dixon's teen-agers, and it is esti- 
mated that 40,000 young people 
visit the center annually. 


City Library Holds 
Birthday Observance 


The Dixon Public Library cele- 


brated its 50th anniversary on Feb. 
23, 1951. 


Principal speaker at the anni- 


versary observance was Dr. Ed- 
.ward J. Ryan, an Evanston dentist, 
who is formerly of Dixon and was 
once an Evening Telegraph news- 
boy. 


Editor of several dental publi- 


cations and author of a novel 
describing the military career of 
Abraham Linclon, Dr. Ryan chose 
Lincoln as the subject of his 
speech. 


NO 1950 FATALITY 


(Evening Telegraph, April 2. 


1951)—Dixon was one of the 40 
Illinois cities of more than 5,000 
population which did not have a 
traffic death in 1950, the state di- 
vision of highways has reported. 


OUTLINES ROAD PLAN 


(Evening Telegraph, April 6, 


1951—County Highway Superin- 
tendent Fred Leake, Jr., yester- 
day afternoon outlined a proposer},-, 
three-year plan for county higft* 
way improvements which would 
cost Lee county $97,249 in motor 
fuel tax funds. 


Massey Hardware 
Dates to 1850 


Massey's Ace Hardware store 


dates in origin back 101 years— 
to the year before The Teleg 
began. The present ownership 
the .hardware store at'88 Galena 
avenue, hosvevcr, has continued 
for only the past 21 years. 


The firm carries a compete 


slock, of 
hardware, houscwares, 


paints, glass, 
plumbing, 
power 


tools, sporting goods, appliances, 
toys and heavy hardware. 


The store is a member of the 


Illinois and National Retail Hard- 
ware association. 
,-A • 


High School Boosters 
Hold Banquet Here 


The newly fornved Dixon high 


school Booster club of 300 mem- 
bers and high school athletes and 
their girl friends attended the 
Booster-Athletic banquet at the 
Loveland Community house on 
Feb. 26, 1951. 
% 


Coach Lon Schofield addressed • 


the group, of which George Lind- 
qulst was president. 


Dixon Rural Fire Department for 1951 


Dixon rural fire department for 1951 includes (1. to r.): Chief John Quest, Asst Chief 


Alvin Sheely, Commissioner A. C. Higby. and Capt. Ed Vow. 
! 
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Postscript 


World War II Mothers 
Aid Veterans' Hospitals 


Mothers of World War II, Don- 


ald Bush Unit, District 13, was or- 
ganized on February 15, 1947 in 
the G. A. R. hall. 


The unit was named in memory 
the son of Mrs. Lelia Bush who 


killed in the last war. 


The first officers of the unit 


were: 


Mrs. Verna Rinehart, president; 


Mrs. 
Anna Randall, 
first 
vice 


• president; Mrs. Mary Selgestad, 
second vice president; Mrs. Irene 
Vickery, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Aline Grow, financial secretary; 
Mrs. Viola Strub, treasurer; Mrs. 
Mary Sheller, chaplain; Mrs. Ha- 
,-y\ Bates, historian; Mrs. Esther 
•^iraker, sergeant at arms; Mrs. 


Ada Underwood, musician. 


The unit holds 
meetings the 


first and third Wednesday of each 
month in the Amve£ hall. 


Work Done By Unit 


During the first year the mem- 


bers did a large amount of sewing 
for the Red Cross and 
veteran 


hospitals in this area. They also 
contributed a wheel chair to the 


';'Oixon Public hospital and a num- 


"*tr of chairs for veterans. 
The 


organization also contributed to 
the Christmas funds and supplies 
in veterans' hospitals. Each year 
during 
the 
fund-raising 
cam- 


. paigns, the unit contributes 
to 


such organizations as the Boy and 
Girl Scouts, the Red Cross, the 
Salvation Army, the Cancer Fund, 
Goodfcllows, the March of Dimes 
ind several other worthy groups. 
. The unit sends delegates each 


^Ifkar 
to the state and national 


" conventions and to the state presi- 


dcntfs school of instruction. 


The mothers have been repre- 


sented in a number of parades and 
other patriotic events held in 
Dixon and at memorial services 
for servicemen killed in World 
War II. 


The organization raises funds byi 


conducting bake sales, ice cream 
socials, dinners, tag days and 
white-elephant sales. 


The 1951 officers of the unit 


are: 


Mrs. Austa Wright, president; 


Mrs. Agnes Levahn, senior vice 
president; Mrs. Pearl Blackburn, 
junior vice president; Mrs. Flossie 
Brown, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Verna Rinehart, financial secre- 
tary; Mrs. Viola Strub, treasurer; 
Mrs. Jane Leeper, chaplain; Mrs. 
Hilda Hill, sergeant at arms; Mrs. 
Mary Sheller, 
musician; Mrs. 


Margaret Kellen, historian; Mrs. 
Leona Flamm, 
parliamentarian; 


Mrs. Hattie Helfrich, Mrs. Anna 
Randall, color bearers; Mrs. Esther 
Baker, Mrs. Mary Selgestad, color 
guards. 


Survey Shows High 
Standard of Living 


(Evening Telegraph, 
July 12, 


1947)—A higher standard of liv- 
ing and a stronger 
consumers 


market prevail in Dixon than in 
most communities in the United 
States, according to Sales Man- 
agement's 1947 survey of buying 
power covering all cities of 10.- 
000 population and over. 


With retail'sales of $15,808,000 


in 1946, a large increase from the 
510,882,000 of the previous year, 
the city did .016 per cent of the 
ration's business with about .010 
per cent of the population of the 
nation. It also was ahead on a 
statewide basis, 
accounting- 'for 


.?4 per cent of Illinois' retail busi- 
ness with only .18 per cent of the 
stats population. 


How well the average Dixon 


family fared is shown by its effec- 
tive buying power, which amount- 
ed, after tax deductions, to $3,- 
488 in spendable money. 


KSB-- 
(Continued from page 7. Sec. M) 
heimer, Sarah Brubaker and Nel- 
lie McMartin. 


By a slow and gradual process, 


the hospital began to grow shortly 
after it was opened. Sun parlors 
which Theron Cummins presented 
to the hospital, were converted 
into wards in short order, and 
were used to care for men return- 
ing from the Spanish-American 
war, many of whom' returned with 
typhoid fever. 


The south wing was added to 


the building in 1913, and in 1916 
the third floor was added. 


In 1927 the north addition was 


built, and X-ray and laboratory 
equipment, obtained through the 
bequests of I. B. Countryman, was 
added to the hospital. 


Addition in 1941 


The big: west additton came in 


1940-41 with its provisions for ad- 
ditiorfal operating rooms, new in- 
fant nursery, • kitchen and dining 
rooms and rooms for patients. To 
this was added a fourth floor for 
use as a pediatric department. 


In 1947 the hospital had a staff 


of 22 doctors and those appointed 
by the -mayor to serve on the 
board included, in 1947, Mrs. W. H. 
Coppins, Mrs. George Shaw, Mrs. 
O. M. Rogers, Mrs. Robert Fulton, 
Mrs. Forest TraUtwein, Mrs. Cal 
Tyler, Mrs. Wayne Smith, Mrs. 
Louis Leydig' and Mrs. George 
Borf 


* 
_^- -_ 


Joe Grygiel's Market 
Established in 1948 


Joe Grygiel's Quality Meats, lo- 


cated at 106 North Galena avenue, 
was established by the owner in 
1948 and now offers the highest 
quality government-graded fresh 
and smoked meats, poultry, fish 
and Monarch Finer Foods. 


The present store was formerly 


known here as the Chiverton 
Market which had served Dixon 
for about 70 years. 


Al Jenks Firm Does 
Industrial Designing 


Al Jcnks company, formerly the 


Jenks, Knipschild & Company of 
Chicago, moved to Dixon in Jan- 
uary, 1947, and now maintains 'An 
industrial art and design studio 
at 217 Galena avenue. 


In addition to industrial design, 


the company specializes in product 
planning and development. 


The company, of which Al Jenks 


is the owner, now employs three 
people and among the company's 
customers arc Arvin Industries, 
television and radio cabinets; Wes- 
tinghouse Electric, company, 
Quaker Manufacturing company, 
Sears, Roebuck company, Johnson 
Service company of Milwaukee 
and others. The work includes de- 
signing metal kitchen and garden 
furniture, 
home heating equip- 


ment, temperature recording ther- 
mometers and controls. 


Brooks Drug Store 
Offers Self Service 


The Brooks Drug store, occupy- 


ing a 27 x 126 foot brick building 
at 119 First street, was organized 
in November. "1947 and claims the 
largest drug inventory in Dixon in 
addition to hospital supplies, veti- 
nary supplies, baby supplies, cos- 
metics, 
cameras, 
candies 
and 


tobaccos. 


OneN of the unusual features of 


the store is its open shelf self- 
service fixtures enabling patrons 
to speed their purchases and help 
in the selection of drug needs. 


Evar Swanson Deals 
In Ford Cars, Trucks 


Evar Swanson company, exclu- 


sive dealers in Ford cars and 
trucks, was established in Janu- 
ary, 1948, and is located at 112 
Ottawa avenue. 


The company maintains a ga- 


rage building 
which 
is 21,000 


square feet in size where 14 peo- 
ple arc employed. In addition to 
being Ford dealers, the company 
offers 
automotive 
repair 
and 


equipment. 


The company serves the Dixon, 


Franklin Grove and Ashton areas 
in Lee county and is a member of 
several automotive organizations. 


Looking Forward 


Dixon, III., 


May 1,1951. 


To the Foreman of the 
Composing Room, 
~ 


Dixon Evening Telegraph, 
In the Year 2051: 


Six months 'of sweat, tears 


and curses! But in this Centen- 
nial edition we cannot help but 
feel that it is an. achievement 
AMOS SHARP 


gained that softens the hardships attuned to the task. 


Although many changes can occur in a century, 


we cannot conceive of any "methods of procedure or 
modernization of equipment that would create an im- 
provement over this edition a hundred years hence. 


May your 200th anniversary of The Dixon Evening 


Telegraph surpass this one. But your path will be a 
thorny one, and one that will be beset with many com- 
plicated problems. 


AMOS M. SHARP, 


Foreman. 


Self Service Laundry 
Opened Here in 1948 


The Chicago Avenue Self Service 


Laundry, located at 506 Chicago 
avenue, was opened for business 
in January of 1948 and is operated 
by three partners. 


The self service laundry adver- 


tises with the slogan: "Suds Your 
Duds the Easy Economical Way.'.' 


Fourteen Bcndix washing ma- 


chines are for use in the establish- 
ment together with one extractor 
and three, dryers. 
The laundry 


is open on Monday and Thursday 
evenings for the convenience of 
those who are employed during 
the day. In addition to washing 
service, the firm offers dye service 
for washable fabrics and finishes 
and dry cleans shirts at a low 
cost. 


ADOPTS DAYLIGHT SAVING 


(Evening Telegraph, Apr. 13, 


3946)—The city council last night 
adopted an ordinance putting the 
city on daylight saving time from 
Apr. 28 to Sept. 29. 


University— 
(Continued from page 7, Sec. M) 
late 'local artists by competitions. 


In 1950 the Social Studies com- 


mittee enlistc'd the aid of 16 other 
clubs 
in making hundreds of 


pounds of cancer dressings. Other 
years have seen study clubs in In- 
ternational Relations, Status of 
Women in Foreign Countries, and 
a formum analyzing the college 
education of members for our Na- 
tional Survey. 


The present officers of the Dix- 


on branch of AAUVV arc: Mrs. 
Murray MacDonald. Mrs. Louis 
Sinow, Miss Cornelia Conibear, 
Mrs. J. E. Arrington, Miss Mary 
Williford and Mrs. William Hae- 
fliger. 


BUS FAHE UI'PEI) 


(Evening Telegraph, June 16, 


1948) 
— The Illinois Commerce 


Commission has granted a tempo- 
rary increase in bus fare to the 
Dixon Transit company, which will 
make local cash fares 13 cents, or 
two tokens for 25 cents. 


Amvet Aux.-- 
(Continued from page 11, Sec. M) 
also used to support the auxiliary. 
Each Saturday night the Amvet 
hall is open and an Amvet and his 
wife, or other auxiliary member, 
are 
acting 
host 
and hostess. 


Square dances, card parties, guest 
speakers, scramble suppers anc 
box socials are a few of their ac- 
tivities. 


The Atnvets' "Worchids" pro- 


gram is now in the making and 
will be under way in 1951. Mrs, 
Carroll Yeast is one of the leaders 
in this program. Its aims are to 
help and assist veterans,and their 
families, as well as widows and 
orphans of deceased veterans. The 
local auxiliary is planning to de 
vote future time and money to 
help make it a big success. 


Amvcts auxiliary is an aid to 


Amvets, 
a 
nationally-chartered 


veterans' organization, and exists 
solely for furthering Amvets ob 
jectives. (Membership is open 'to 
any mother, wife, sister of daugh- 
ter (over 18 years of age) of any 
Amvet; any mother, wife, sister, or 
daughter (over 18 years of-age) of 
any deceased veteran who might 
iave been an Amvet. 


Mrs. Eagan Head of 
Navy Club Auxiliary 


Two years after 17 veterans 


formed the Navy Club of Dixon. 
a woman's auxiliary (Navy Club 
of the United States of America 
Auxiliary, .Ship 97). was organ- 
zed in October, 1918. 


The first Commandant' was Mrs. 


, I. Smith, Jr. The auxiliary 


meets the third Monday of each 
month in the Navy Club quarters 
at 87 Galena avenue. 


The 12 members now belonging 


.0 the organization all participate 
n the annual events which include 
the Christmas parly for the Navy 
Club and Auxiliary, an outdoor 
>reakfast each June and Anchor 
Day (tag day) activities. 


The 1951 officers arc: 
Mrs. Harold Eagan, Comman- 


dant; Mrs. Eugene Grimes, Senior 
Executive Officer; Mrs. Henry De- 
lattre, Junior Executive Officer; 
Mrs. Henry Jensen, Shipswriter; 
and Mrs. D. E. Hardacre, Pay- 
master. 


Kroger Supermarket 
Opened Here in 1948 


The Kroger supermarket 
at 


113-115 Peorla avenue was opened 
during the summer of 1948. 


Robert 
Saffron, 
manager of 


the store, has been a Kroger 
employee 
since 
1937, having 


started as * clerk. He was first 
made manager in 1941 and since 
that 
time has 
managed two 


Kroger stores in Illinois. 


Assisting Mr. Saffron is a staff 


of 15 persons. Herbert Mattern 
is in charge of the store's meat 
department. 


The Dixon market is one of 


about 2.300 operated by Kroger. 


The Kroger chain began in Cin- 


cinnati more than 60 years ago 
and since that time has continued 
a policy of offering high quality 
for low price. 


Murphy's Market 
Offers Free Delivery 


Established in 1948, Murphy's 


Market and Grocery at 791 Brint- 
on avenue is owned and managed 
by Melvin J. Murphy. The store's 
slogan is "Our Aim Is to Pleas* 
You" and on this basis offers 
customers free delivery. 


Located in a brick building, the 


'tore' includes not'only a grocery 
department, but a meat market as 
well and employs three experi- 
enced people. 


Before going into business for 


limself, Mr. Murphy had many 
years of valuable experience in 
viper markets and larger stores. 
Don Bean heads the meat depart- 
ment of the store. 


The store deals in Monarch 


Finer Foods, Birdseye frozen food, 
Sno-Crop frozen foods, Hey Bros, 
ice cream, seafoods, fresh fruits 
and vegetables and many nation- 
ally advertised items. 


The store is a member of the 


National Federation of Indepen- 
dent Business, Inc., and the Retail 
Protective Bureau. 


MUSEUM TO OPEN 


(Evening1 Telegraph, June 12, 


1946)—Mrs. John P. Devine. chair- 
man of the museum committee of 
.he Loveland Community House, 
has announced the formal opening 
•| the museum for June 14. 
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Telephone—Dixon 4-M31 


For two-thirds of the history of America—since the D«cl«ration of 
Independence—Dixon and Lee County have played an important part in the 
development of our nation. 


The officers of the Chicago Motor Club lire proud of the privilege to nhare 
In the upbuilding: of thin community through the services of an organization 
dedicated to public safety and the.interests of car owners. 
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^ 
ground-prepared to your ta«tc. 


BEEF BAR-B-Q 


Select beef slowly baked with a 
touch ol natural gravy. 


FISH'N BUN 


: 
Tender, tasty haddock deep fried 
and »en'ed on a bun. 


CHEESEBURGER^ 


Rfirvcd MTiut piiio occi mi** ** 


tith nTifl &ll the trirom H9* 
CHICKEN-IN-tHE- 


BASKET 


Southern st>-k, corn-fed chicken, 
Iried to a golden crisp. . 


FISH 'N CHIPS 


Dellclomly prepared andr "*rvej 
with 
cole »law and curlucco 


potntoc*. 


YOUR CHOICE 
OF BEVERAGE 


S E R V I C E AT 


R O A D 
A N D 
N O R T H G A L E N A 


i ELDRED DRESDEN 


OPENING 


FOR ANOTHER BIG SEASON 


Drive Out and Eat With Us Under the Stars} 


HELLO FOLKS: Here we "r* "f'^wand nowte a°r 


back after such a long a* ™' ^ 
f- We wouW 


drfveout and enjoy the delicious 


and tasty food we serve you 


at your car. 


Mr.andMrs-Eldred 


Dresden 


Proprietors 


1951 


YOUR CAR 


S E R V I C E 


Open Saturdays 


1 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


SUNDAY 


1 p.m. to 12 m. 


' • ' ' . ' 
• • • 


DELICIOUS 


OAK BRAND 
ICE CREAM 


SERVED 


EXCLUSIVELY 


SUNDAES 


MILK SHAKES 


SODAS 


MALTEDS 


• 
AUMAN'S 


REFRESHING 


ROOT BEER 


ALSO SERVED EXCLUSIVEtr 


AT THE 


TRIANGLE DRIVE-IN 


AT Y O U R CAR 
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Chief Black Hawk, Lorado 
Tc||jiq|||im Spot in 
Ogle County Seat History 


•By E. G- LANDERS 
Editor Republican-Reporter 


Oregon, county seat of Ogle count}', is rich in history. 


Besides that, it lies in the heart of the Rock River Valley.' 
It has been ;said .that LoradorTaft, eminent sculptor and God 
have been good^to Oregon and Ogle county and no one can 
doubt that. Mr/ Taft built the giant statue of that famous 
Indian chief, Black Hawk, whiph towers above Eagle's Nest 
Bluff north of Oregon one mile, and he also built the Soldier's 
Monument in the courthouse square. 


The first settler in Oregon o 


nearby was John Phelps.' In fact 
he built the first white man's habi- 


<- " tation in this sec 


.tion. 
He 
came 


through 
Oregon 


in 1829, on his 
way to Galena 
and in 1S33 he 
came 
back 
in 


company with a 
French 
trader. 


Ernie Landers 
They 
came 


water, down 


by 
the 


Fecatonica river, and then to Ore- 
gon. 


Relative of Hamilton 


When a short distance from 


Oregon, they discovered a tent. 
Mr. Phelps thought it _was an 
Indian tent, but the Frenchman 
said it was that of a white man. 
As they came to the tent, they saw 
the white man, who turned out to 
be Col. W. S. Hamilton, whom the 
government had sent to the Rock 
river section to make a survey. He 
was 
a 
relative 
of Alexander 


Hamilton who was killed in a duel 
by Aaron Burr. 


Mr. Phelps told him that he 


wanted to see a piece of land that 
would suit him and to locate on it. 
Col. Hamilton told him that he 
.need ..look no farther, 
as he 


thought he had just such a piece 
' o'f land. So they went west of Ore- 


gon, and the land suited Mr. 
Phelps who filed on it. There he 
built a log cabin and then went 
south to spend the winter with his 
family. In the spring they came 
back and raised a crop of corn, 
and again went south '^for -the 
winter. But the Indians broke ''into 
the cabin and took the corn that 
winter. The log cabin stood for 
many years between Oregon, and 
Mount Morris on state route 64, 
as a memorial of the pioneer days. 
The chimney is still standing, but 
the logs .have since rotted away. 


A Bugged Character 


John Phelps was a rugged char- 


acter. As a boy of 18 years he left 
his home in Tennessee and went 
through the trackless waste to 
join Andrew Jackson 
and his 


forces at New Orleans. He was 
wounded In the Battle of New 
Orleans and carried a bullet in his 
body until-, his dying day. He was 
a trader and made^many trips to 
all parts of the 'country to buy 
goods. In fact he made several 
trips to the state of Texas, going 
through 
sections 
inhabited 
by 


hostile Indians and road agents. 
But he always,carne through. He 
made several fortunes and lost 
them. 


Oregon City 


Oregon was first called Oregon 


City. Then, when Mr. Phelps had 
filed on some land that was not his 
and belonged to others,^ where he 
wanted to build the court house, 
known today as the sandhill, in 
the northwest part of the city, it 
was changed to Florence, and later 
to Oregon. Sarah Phelps, daughter 
of John Phelps, named it Oregon 
City. 


Finally Mr. Phelps got his title 


squared up and the courthouse 
was built on the square in the 
heart of the business district. 


Burn Courthouse 


The first courthouse was burned 


by a desperate crew that had 
taken over in Ogle county. Some 
of the members were being held 
in jail, and they figured that by 
burning the, courthouse; 
the 


papers and Dome evidence would 
be destroyed. The burning took 
placemen a Sunday in 1841. But the 
'clerk of the court, whose name 
was Phelps, surmised something 
was about to happen by the 
number of strangers in town, so 
after dark he loaded up the books 
from his office into a wheelbarrow 
and carted them to his home in the 
south part of Oregon. They were 
.ready for the trial the next day. 


Commit Murder 


"Shortly 
afterwards 
a 
Sang 


known as the'Prairie Pirates, mur- 
dered John Campbell, in White 
Rock township, who had been re- 
cently elected as captain of the 
Regulators. They also planned to 
kill the father of Miss Ella &. 
Chaney of Marion township, who 
was also a member of the Regu- 
lators, but Mr. .Chaney's dogs 
frightened them away., John and 
.William'Driscoll were caught, and 
brought to jail. The Regulators 
gathered in Oregon and decided 
something had to be done, as mur- 
der and stealing were getting to be 
the habit. So they. (finaljy decided 
to take them toVgrove southeast 
of Oregon, give them a fair trial 
and *hoot them if found guilty. 
The sheriff at that time didn't like 
the Idea, but John Phelps again 
teat to the occasion, stood up on 
* wagon wheel and said, "If we 
«r* g6in% to be men let's- be'-mon 
fir efs<? go home." After that the 
Jw«v w«r« \rAfifA 
in a wagon and 


eaten trt th/s old Cummings farm 
to Xa«hu* towiuhip, tried, found 


guilty and shot. 


Face Firing Squad 


Many men were each given a 


rifle, part with loads and part 
without, so no man knew 'whether 
he had shot cither of the two. The 
aftermath of that shooting was 
the indictment of Jonathan W. 
Jenkins and 111 others for the 
shooting of John and 
William 


Driscoll. They were tried in the 
circuit court at Oregon, being the 
largest indictment ever found in 
the country. Judge Thomas Ford 
presided at the trial, and the 112 
were found not guilty. It is said 
that Jonathan W. Jenkins was 
very favorable to the gang and 
the reason that he was named in 
the indictment was that in that 
day 
of legal practice 
no one 


charged with a crime could testify, 
so he could not appear in behalf of 
the Dnscolls. 


First Ferry 


John Phelps started the first 


ferry over Rock river at Oregon. 
He was a true southerner and he 
didn't like so many people from 
the East coming this way. History 
relates that when a covered wagon 
came to the east side of the river 
and hollered for the ferry John 
Phelps would ask them to say cow. 
If that good old Yankee pronunci- 
ation 
"keow," 
came 
forth 
he 


.vould yell back "Too many danged 
Yankees here now. Stay on the 
other side of the river. 


When Ogle county was finally 


ined up, John Dixon of Dixon, and 
John Phelps had quite a time get- 
ting . it done, but both 
finally 


agreed and the county was started. 


In 185-t Abraham Lincoln, then 


not much heard of, and John Went- 
worth of Chicago, came to discuss 


City of Beautiful Rock River Scenery 


as governor,. the 
the Mormons took 


politics. Wcntworth's name ap- 
peared in large type, while Mr. 
Lincoln's was in small type. Went- 
worth made his speech first and 
the people didn't seem to be inter 
estcd, but when Abraham Lincoln 
stood, cut off a limb of twig which 
was in his face and began to 
speak people were spellbound. One 
could almost hear a pin drop 
during his talk, and when it was 
over, most of them came to the 
stand to shake hands with him. 


incoln had a deep conviction, a 


man of power who could deliver a 
great address. 
The town was 


crowded with people that day. On 
a stone in the north part of Ore- 
gon, North Fourth street, is a 
stone Which states that "Abraham 


.incoln spoke on this spot in 


185-1." 


I-ater Governor 


Judge Thomas Ford, who pre- 


sided at the Driscoll trial, was 
elected governor of Illinois shortly 
afterwards. He had filed on a 
claim, on what is now the Thomas 
lomestead between Oregon and 
Mount Morris. His log cabin was 
•eady to be moved to the Fair 


rounds at Oregon, when it was 


destroyed by fire. During Judge 
Ford's term 
rouble with 
place, and it was about that time 
that Joseph Smith was killed in' 
a jail at Carthage. After that the 
Mormons left Illinois and went to 
Utah where they have prospered. 


Another governor of Illinois, who 


came from Oregon, waa Col. Frank 
0. Lowden, World War I gover- 
nor, who resided at Sinnissippi 
'arm, three miles south of Oregon. 
;ie was one of ^the best known men 
n the country and practices that 
he put into use in conservation 
and in farming are being widely 
ised today. His two daughters, 
Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Madlener, 
still reside at Sinnissippi farm. 


Fanned Artist Colony 


In 1892, Mr. Wallace Hcckman 


vas shown a tract of land a mile 
north of Oregon. Mr. Heckman 
resided in Chicago and wanted to 
;et out into the country, so he 
bought this land. Later a number 


artists from Chicago and other 


>oints were interested and they 
>uilt what was the artists colony 
n 1898. There were writers, edi- 
.ors, sculptors and others, and for 
many years they resided at Eagle's 
N'cst camp.' After Mr. Hcckman 
md passed away and the last of 
the artists had died, the place was 
sold to the state of Illinois and is 
now known as the Lowden Me- 
morial State Park, a vast wor.der- 
and of virgin timber and beauti- 
ful surroundings. Mr. Taft did 
much for Oregon, also so did Mr. 
Lowden and Mr. Heckman. 


When the soldier's monument 
as dedicated in the court house 


square. Gen. O. O. Howard, civil 


general, gave one of the talks. 


He had lost one arm- in battle, and 
was credited with getting 
the 


Apache chief Cochisc to surrend- 
er. Congressman Fred Landis of 
Indiana, also gave one of the talks. 
The statue was outlined by Mr. 
Taft and the stone of two soldiers 
was cut at Oregon. On the sides 
on metal plates are the name* of 


most of those from Ogle county 
who served in the Civil war. 


In 1842, Margaret Fuller visited 


Oregon to spend some time with 
a relative, who resided north of 
Oregon in a log house near the 
Lowden Memorial Park. She was 
brought to this county by Horace 
Greely of the Now York Tribune 
and later was his literary editor. 
She was a contemporary of Emer 
son, Hawthorne, Channing, Alcott, 
Longfellow and Bayard Taylor. On 
July 4, 18'13, she wrote the poem 
"Ganymede 
to 
His Eagle" at 


Eagle's Nest Bluff north of Ore- 
gon. An old cedar tree near where 
she sat had an eagle's nest in it, 
which gave her the inspiration. 
That tree is still preserved. Her 
poem gained much attention in 
that year. 


Oregon was incorporated as a 


city in 1869, and that was ap- 
proved by the voters at an election 
held on the 21st day of March, 
1S70. James V. Gale was the first 
mayor of Oregon and Christian 
Lehman, W. W. Bennett, and 
George M. Bwight were among 
the first aldermen. In his inaugu- 
ral address Mr. Gale took up the 
subject of taxes and said they had 
become a burden. At that time the 
residents paid only a few hundred 
dollars in taxes, but the new 
mayor pleaded for them to cut it 
down. 


Since then Oregon has grown 


to a city of about -1,000 people. It 
has good streets, a good sewage 
system, water and in fact anything 


that any person could wish in a 
community in which to live. Most 
of the residents own their own 
homes. It has good schools, several 
churches, and in fact about every- 
thing that people who desire 
place to locate could ask. It has 
several factories, which arc run- 
ning at full capacity. It has good 
farms and a milk condensory. 


The Ogle County Fair grounds 


are located at the north part of the 
city, on land which is mostly 
virgin prairie. Flowers grow there 
which have long since vanished 
from the earth under civilization. 
The Fair is now in its 98th year 
and still going strong. 


After the Civil war the James 


Brothers, Jesse and Frank, Col. 
Younger and others of that gang 
stopped in Oregon. The Fair was 
going on and the natives figured 
they were going to stick up the 
Fair, hnf surh was not the case. 
All they wanted to do was to rest 
and race horses, as all races were 
running races in those days. So 
the natives laid down rifles and 
shotguns and raced horses with 
the James gang. They were simply 
resting up on a trip to Northficld, 
Minnesota, where they met. their 
Waterloo and most of them were 
cither killed or jailed. 


Oregon has turned out some 


men in its day, men who 


tiave gone out into the world and 
made a big showing. It is a good 
town to live in and its people are 
pleasant and friendly. 


Ogle Co. Commissioners 
Met First at Phelps' Home 


The- first sessions of Ogle county commissioners was 


held Jan. 3,1837, at the home of John Phelps, Oregon. Those 
present for this first meeting were Virgil A. Bogue and S. 
St. John Mix. 


• The first order entered was the appointment of Smith 


Gailbraith as clerk of the county commissioners. He was 
required to give a $1,000 bond for faithful discharge of the 
duties of the office. O. W. Kellogg and James P. Dixon were 
his bondsmen. 


The first money paid into the county treasury office was 


$10 by E. W. Covell, Dixon, for a license to sell goods, wares, 
merchandise, etc., for a one-year period. 


About the yearN1879 plans were discussed to build a 


county courthouse, and a jail. The court building was to be 
40 by 50 feet, two stories, with the narrow end fronting the 
river and the walls to rest on stone foundations sunk four 
feet in the ground. 


Plans for the jail called for a building 18 by 18. The 


walls were to be solid stone, three feet thick and correspond- 
ingly strong throughout. At a special term early in the year 
1939, a contract was let to John Acker to build the jail for 
the sum of $1,249. 


COUNTERFEITER - 


The first criminal trial of any 


note was that of the People vs. 
John Porter, charged with having 
in his possession, and attempting 
to pass, counterfeit money. This 
case came up at the June term, 
1839. 


"FIJI? Ogle County National Bank of Oregon opened for business in Novem- 
1 JTl£i 
her, 1935, with a capital of $50,000, a paid in surplus of $10,000 and 


a paid in undivided profit of $2,500 and total deposits of 
$195,647.41 


TODAY OUR FINANCIAL REPORT READ LIKE THIS . . . 


CAPITAL STOCK 
....$50,000 


SURPLUS 
75,000 


UNDIVIDED PROFITS 
44,266 


RESERVE 
35,490 


TOTAL DEPOSITS 
$3,680,449.19 


Ogle County National Bank 


of Oregon 


Member F.D.I.C. 


For 14 Years Serving Oregon With 


FANNIE MAY CANDIES 


CARA NOME 
. 
PRESCRIPTIONS 


LUCEIN LE LONG 
VITAMINS 


MAX FACTOR 
HOSPITAL NEEDS 


SEA FORTH 
ELASTIC GOODS 


HIS FOR MEN 
TRUSSES 


FOUNTAIN and LUNCHEON SERVICE 


LEACH'S PHARMACY 


Oregon, Illinois 
THE REXALL STORE 


Phone 51 


SEMINARY FOUNDED 


The first term of the Rock 


River Seminary, which was located 
in Mt. Morris, commenced on the 
first Friday in November, 1840. In 
anticipation of the opening of the 
school it was ordered that the price 
of board for students under 15 
years of age should be-$1.50 per 
week; over that age $1.75. 


Agitated Move 
Of County Seat 


Between the time of the burn- 


ing of the first courthouse on Sun- 
day night, March 21, 18-11, and 
the building of the present one, 
the removal of the county seat 
from Oregon was seriously agi- 
tated. 
, 


The feeling that had been en- 


gendered against Oregon by the 
Dixon interests before the erec- 
tion of Lee county had never ful- 
ly died out, and when it became 
necessary to build a new court- 
house, the smouldering embers of 
that fiery opposition were fanned 
into new life. 
Excitement 
ran 


high. Mt. Morris, Daysville, Grand 
Detour and Byron were candidates 
for the county seat. 


FIRST PKOBATE ORDER 


The first probate order on rec- 


ord related to the estate of Peter 
Meyer, deceased. This order was 
dated June 10, but the year was 
omitted." From the fact, however, 
that on the 31st day of July, 1840, 
Jacob Meyer and Mary Meyer, 
widow of Peter Meyer, were ap- 
pointed guardians of the persons 
and effects of Peter Meyer, it is 
presumed th.it the order quoted 
was made June 10, 18-10. 


FIRST WHITE CHILD 


Sept. 4, 183-1 Cyrus Doty the 


first white child native of Ogle 
county was born at Buffalo Grove. 


Ogle Towns 
Name Origins 
Interesting 


The origin of names as applied 


to several historic points in Ogl*> 
county have a most interesting-' 
history. 
For instance: 


"White Rock" because of the 


.white rock to be seen on the banks 
of Stilman's Run from a long dis- 
tance; "Brodie's Grove" from th« 
name of a notorious first settler, 
an associate and relative of the 
Driscolls; "Pine Rock" because of 
a number of pine trees growing 
on a large rock; "Grand de Tour" 
from a long bend or curve in th<t 
course of Rock River; "Mount 
Morris" after Bishop Morris, an 
eminent divine of the .Methodist 
Episcopal church; "Adeline" after 
the name of the first 
wife 
of 


Thomas J. Turner, a former mem- 
ber of congress from 
this dis- 


trict, who lived at Freeport; "In- 
dian Mound" because of the re- 
mains of an Indian having been 
found there by early settlers. The 
skull was to be seen at the Mourm 
Morris seminary some years ago. 


"Daysville" after Colonel Day, 


who attempted to build a village 
there in opposition 
to 
Oregon; 


"Byron" — this village was 
first 


named Bloomingville. When the 
people first petitioned for a post- 
office under that name the peti- 
tion was refused by the postmas- 
ter general because of the simi- 
larity of the name to Bloomings 
ton. 
The name of Byron 
was 


adopted at the suggestion of Leon- 
ard Andrus — probably a 
reader 


and an admirer of the' works of 
Lord Byron. 


"Squaw Hill," because of the 


accidental killing of 
an Indian 


squaw on its summit. Her body 
was enclosed in a 
rude 
coffin 


made by sawing an old canoe in 
halves, which, according to Indian 
custom was elevated about fou»v 
feet from the ground. This rude 
coffin was not long enough to in- 
clude her whole body, and her 
feet and ankles were left protrud- 
ing at the open end. James V. 
Gale says, "I saw her foot while 
she lay thus entombed. A vandal 
named Thompson tore down the 
scaffold^ rifled the old canoe of 
her remains, 
and 
carried 
the 


trinkets, beads, etc. to Dixon." ^ 


Liquor Was Early 
Ogle Price Law 


During the early days of Ogl« 


county, the commissioners were 
vested with the power to fix the 
ate 
of 
charges 
for 
"Tavern 


Keepers" and ferry men. Follow- 
ng is a schedule of these charges: 


TAVERN RATES 
,,4 


For each meal of victuals 37 Ho 
For keeping each horse one 


night to hay and grain... VM 


For oach lodging 
.......... 
-5c 


For each drink of spirituous 
liquors 
................ 
12'/a« 


MT. MORRIS GAZETTE 


The Mt. Morris Gazette— It waa 


several years after the failure of 
he first newspaper enterprise of 
Ogle 
county 
before -any othei^ 


parties were found with sufficient 
courage to try it again. But in 
February, 1850, J. Frederick Grosh 
md 
Tomilinson 
Ankeney 
pur- 


hased the material in which the 
Rockford Free Press had been 
Tinted, removed it to Mt. Morris. 
ind in March, 1850, the first num- 
ber of the Mt. Morris Gazette was 
sued. Published by J. F. Grosh 
nd edited by Prof. S. D. Pinckney, 
t was a seven column folio sheetf*' 


Building for a Better Day 


In the thirty years of its existence, National Bible Institution has been 
dedicated to the one purpose of bringing to mankind the vision and 
opportunity for a better day. 
National Bible Institution is pledged to affirm by voice and print the 
dcepseated conviction that the world must soon face the reality of a 
returning Christ. Our purpose is to offer timely evidence and Biblical 
facts for the study and understanding of this event, to serve as the 
herald a new day wherein righteousness, equality, and justice, under 
Christ, will solve the needs and problems of human existence. 
As a public service, National Bible Institution, through Oregon Bible 
College, trains young men and, women for ministerial, evangelistic, and 
Sunday-school work. Annual summer classes train youth and adults for 
greater Christian service. We provide an up-to-date publishing plant for 
the printing of booklets, and Sunday school material. We have on display 
jthe latest and best in Sunday school material and methods, from all lead- 
ing denominational supply houses. We operate Golden Rule Home where 
the aged find a restful home life in declining years. Evangelists and field 
workers are sponsored in missionary and daily vacation Bible school work. 
For those who desire to keep abreast of the prophetic implications of our 
times, we offer The Restitution Herald, a sixteen page weekly publication. 
Our services and facilities are available to all Christian groups. Our 
personal help is offered freely to all who seek personal peace and security 
in a sound religious faith. 


NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Oregon, Illinois 
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yBRECON and OGLE COUNTY 


Progresses With Dixon and Lee County 


WHITNEY BUICK SALES 


101 N. 3rd St. 
Phone 400 


OREGON, ILL. 


GRADERT ELECTRIC 


KELVINATOR APPLIANCES 


"Look to KELVINATOR for All That's New" 


133 SO. 4th ST. 
OREGON, ILL. 


I 


N SERVING this community for a long, long time, we want to take this 
time to thank you for your patronage. 


YOU GET THE BEST FOR LESS WHEN YOU BUY 
CORONAI I I I 


Refrigerators — Radios — Washing Machines — Oil Burners 


Television -- Crest Tires — Homeguard Paints 


Farmcrest Farm Supplies, 


GAMBLE'S 


PHONE 219-X 


OREGON, ILL. 


COME OUT WITH THE FAMILY TO THE 
PINES DRIVE-IN THEATRE 


Opposite the entrance to White Pines State 
Park. (Open about middle of April). No 
charge for children under 12 years. Pack 
your car full of kids and come on out to the 
movies. Free swings, slide and merry-go- 
round. Fill 'em up at the confection stand! 
Adults 
50c tax incL 


The first all new post- 
war Sound and Projec- 
tion equipment installed 
at the 


OREGON 


THEATRE AT OREGON 


Actually sounds you've never heard be- 
fore! New non-glare screen — easy on the 
eyes. Comfortable push-back seats stag- 
gered for better vision. No jumping up and 
down. Just stretch your legs and relax! On 
your way in stop at our LOBBY SHOP for 
delicious Frozen Custard, popcorn, candy 
or soft drinks. Crying room for babies! 


PASSENGER - TRUCK - FARM TIRES 


\ 


SERVICE ON THE FARM FOR LIQUID 


WEIGHTED TIRES 


NICHOLSON BROS. 


YOUR FIRESTONE STORE 


309 WASHINGTON 
OREGON. ILLINOIS 
PHONE 7* 


Blackhawk Engraving Go. 


ENGRAVERS 
and DESIGNERS 


OREGON; ILL. 


SINCE 1922 


QUALITY MATERIALS 


WITH COMPLETE BUILDING 


SERVICES 


. * * 
PREMIUM FUELS WITH 
PROMPT COURTEOUS 


SERVICE 


* * 
OREGON 


LUMBER COMPANY 


PHONES 40 and 60 


OREGON. ILLINOIS 


OREGON, 
ILL. 
PHONE.49X 


LAZARUS 
MOTOR SALES 


CHEVROLET SALES and SERVICE 


Genuine Chevrolet Parts 


All Work Guaranteed 


Highway 2 South 
Phont 33S 


OREGON, ILL. 


GILBERT HARDWARE 


ALWAYS TRY THIS HARDWARE 


FIRST 


FARMERS' SUPPLY CO. 


A Complete Line off Building Materials 


Free Estimates on Remodeling 


and Home Building 


PHONE 424 
OREGON, ILL 


ZIEGLER'S GARAGE 


OLDSMOBILE SALES and SERVICE 


GENERAL REPAIRING 


OREGON, ILL. 
PHONE 5 


FOR OREGON'S FINEST DAIRY 
PRODUCTS- 


HOMOGENIZED MILK 
CREAM 
WHIPPING CREAM 
HALF and HALF 
BUTTERMILK 


CHOCOLATE DRINK 
COTTAGE CHEESE 
BUTTER 
EGGS 
SKIM MILK 


OREGON DAIRY 


QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS 


PHONE 235 
402 SO. FOURTH ST. 


OREGON - MT. MORRIS - BYRON - STILLMAN VALLEY 


HELLE 


LUMBER CO and SAW MILL 


McCULLOCK SALES and SERVICE 


NEW AND USED CHAIN SAWS 


OREGON, ILL. 


PHONE 430 


SAVANNA, ILL. 


PHONE 1231 


FORD 


SALES and SERVICE 


Good Used Cars at Popular Prices 


at All Times 


BEMIS MOTOR CO: 


OREGON, ILLINOIS 


NEWSPAPER! 
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POLO-Land Where the Buffalo Roamed 
Settlement Called Nanusha 
By Indians; First Settler, in 
1830, Was Isaac Chambers 


"Who can come to Illinois now and complain of hard 


times or suffering, privations or hardships?" Thus wrote 
Franklin Reed in a letter dated 1877 recording the story of 
the settlement of Buffalo Grove, which today occupies the 
southwestern part of the city of Polo, often referred to as 
"Old Town." 
The location is called "Nanusha" by the Indians, the 


word signifying "buffalo," from the fact that the grove was 
formerly a favorite resort for the animals, and immense 
quantities of buffalo bones were found after the arrival of 
the white settlers. 


Site of the First White Settlement in Ogle County 


One of the old "sucker" trails 


from Southern Illinois, by way of 
Ogge's ferry at Dixon to the lead 
mines at Galena, passed through 
Buffalo Grove, from which the 
township of Buffalo received its 
name. Here was the first white 
settlement in Ogle county. 


John Ankeny is given credit for 


staking the first claim on the east 
side of Buffalo Grove and Isaac' 
Chambers was the first permanent 
settler in 1S30. 


Samuel Reed became the first 


farmer to actually settle at Buffalo 
Grove in 1831, and he was soon 
followed by O. W. Kellogg and his 
family. 


First Store 


In August, 1834, Col. John D. 


Stevenson arrived from Louisiana 
and brought a small stock of goods 
and "kept store" in his log cabin 
until 1836, when he built a new 
store. He was the first merchant 
or trader in Ogle, Whitcside, Car- 
roll, Winnebago, Stevenson and 
Lee counties. 


A sawmill on Buffalo creek, near 


the center of the grove, began 
operations in 1836, under the lead- 
ership of Oliver W. Kellogg and 
George Wilcoxon. This was the 
first mill within the present limits 
of Ogle county. 


Settled Slowly 


" The settlement progressed slow- 
ly from 1837 to 1846, and accord- 
ing to the records, land was selling 
for a maximum of $125 per acre. 
Anyone who bid beyond this price 
was in danger^of being shot by the 
early pioneers. 


Public sqhools came in 1843, un- 


der the laws of the state, and the 
entire township was embraced in 
one school district of 60 students. 
The first term was taught by Al- 
fred M. Webster and the second by 
Chanceford 
R. 
Barber. 
These 


teachers received a total of $76.29. 
The first school in Buffalo was 
established in 1853. 


• 
A steam mill, erected by Cor- 


nelius Woodruff in 1852, was later 
sold to George D. Read, who. fur- 
nished a large number of ties for 
the Illinois Central railroad, then 
being built. 


Polo Begin* 


Buffalo Grove was doomed when 


the railroad was completed, and 
the new town of Polo sprang into 
existence. During the following 
years Polo continued to grow, and 
Buffalo Grove lost its prestige, be- 
coming "Old Town." In 1878, there 
was no store within its limits. 


The early history of Polo as a 


separate community appears to be 
synonymous with the name of Ze- 
nas Aplington. He owned a portion 
of the land on which the original 
town was built and later moved a 
frame house onto his land. 


Work on the Illinois Central rail- 


road began in this county in 1852. 
Zcnas Aplington was the contrac- 
tor for the railroad for eight miles, 
beginning one mile south of Polo 
and extending seven miles to the 
north. In January, 1855, when the 
railroad was completed, there were 
about five or six buildings in Polo. 


First Hotel 


The first hotel in Polo was a 


story and a half affair on the cast 
side of Franklin street. It was built 
during the 
winter of 1851. A 


school followed in 1855, and ac- 
cording to the records, Zenas Ap- 
lington was still the owner of the 
principal part of town. He gave 
the community its present name 
in honor of the Venetian traveler, 
Marco Polo. For years the village 
was the only town of that name 
in the United States. Recently, 
however, a town of Polo has been 
established in Missouri. 


In the winter of 1856-57, the 


legislature passed an act incor 
porating the town. The first board 
iof trustees consisted of J. B. 
Moore, S. E. Treat, Z. Aplington. 
G. Webster and (jeorge Swingley. 


Community Grows 


During the following years the 


community 
continued 
to grow. 


Additional stores were founded 
and a number of churches were 
organized. In 1892, the mam streets 
in Polo were surfaced with stone 
and'a move was under way to vote 
bonds for a hard surface on some 
of the roads into the community 
' from the surrounding country. 


In 1895, the first city water 


* plant was installed, while L. F 
- Thomas was mayor, and the fir.st 


well was located in the west side 
two blocks south of Mason street 
This spot failed to produce any 
water. Workers went down 1,600 
feet before the tools got fast and 
could not be taken out. 
' A new well was then located on 
the north end of town, reported to 
be 2.100 feet deep. The site of Uv 
old well can now be found by i 
hand pump marking the location. 


corresponding growth of its news- 
papers, the first of which was 
founded in October, 1866, under the 
banner of the Polo Sentinel. Since 
that time there have been nine 
newspapers' in the community, 
most of which were founded and 
expired before 1900. Included in 
the list, the dates they were estab- 
lished and the names of the editors 
were: 


Polo Sentinel, October, 1865 (ex- 


isted only three months), F. O. 
Austin; Polo Champion of Free- 
dom, January, 1857, J. W. Perkins; 
Polo Transcript, June, 1857,-Mr. 
Meigs; Ogle County Banner, April, 
1858, Richard Redfield; Polo Ad- 
vertiser, May, 1858, Henry Bos; 
Tri County Press, 1865. Sco^t and 
Salzman, J. W. Clinton, A. C. 
Gowan, Hemingway and Wagner, 
C. H. Hemingway, Wagner and 
Terry, G. G. Terry; Polo Clipper, 
1881, G. W. Hawks; Polo Semi- 
Weekly Visitor, 1890, Frank J. 
Crawford. Stella Smith; Polo Bul- 
letin, 1910, Stella Smith and C. H. 
Hemingway. 


Under the leadership of G. C. 


Terry, publisher, the Tri-County 
Press today represents one of the 
finest weekly newspapers in Illi- 
nois and is recognized in journal- 
istic circles as a model community 
weekly. 


Library Built 


In 1901, Mayor Louis Thompson 


and a committe of citizens wrote 
.o Andrew Carnegie soliciting a 
donation for a library building. 
After correspondence, word was 
received in 1903 that Mr. Carnegie 
would give $10,000 for a library 
building in Polo. The board accept- 
ed his terms, and on November 6, 
a. cornerstone was laid. The build- 
ing opened September 29, 1904. 


In 1909, the population of Polo 


was about 2,000 and by this date 
another railroad, the Chicago, Bur- 
lington and Quincy, had joined the 
Illinois Central in this area. By 
this time the city also had a sewer 
system and purifying plant which 
cost 540,000. The water system 
was 
free from debt, originally 


>50,000. The streets were lighted 
by electricity, and there were miles 
of cement sidewalks. 


It was the boast of the city that 


not one cent of liquor license mon- 
iy had gone into its improvement 
and the absence of licensed saloons 
'or 44 years added greatly to the 
>rospcrity of the city. 


Burroughs a Resident 


An internationally-known natur- 


alist and philosopher spent many 
'ears in Buffalo Grove and later 
became a personal friend of Har- 
vey Firestone, Henry Ford and 
Thomas Edison. He was John Bur- 
•oughs, author of dozens of books 
>n nature and philosophy. Bur- 
•oughs taught school in Buffalo 
3rove during the middle 50's and 
ater wrote a poem which has be- 
come a treasured edition to every 
collection. It was titled "Waiting," 
and it is believed that its inspira- 
tion resulted from his school teach- 
ng experience in Buffalo Grove 
and his association with this mid- 
west frontier. 


Churches 


Two years after Col. Steohen- 


son came to Buffalo Grove, the 
first church was organized. Today 
Polo 
has 
seven churches, six 


Protestant and one Catholic. 


The first church group in Polo 


ivas the Methodists, who organized 
in 1836. In 1859, a church was 
built. The present building was 
dedicated Jan. 29, 1899. The me- 
morial room adjoining the building 
was built about 25 years ago by 
the late H. L. Guyer. The pastor is 
the Rev, D. J. Schuyleman. 


Eleven persons of the Congrega- 


tionalist and Presbyterian denomi- 
nations organized a church on May 
5, 1848, and this body erected a 
building on Aug. 7, 1857. The cor- 
ner stone of this, the present Pres- 
byterian church, was laid July 4, 
1855. The present pastor of the 
church is the Rev. Benjamin Boll- 
man. 


Catholic residents heard mass in 


their homes as early as 1854. The 
officiating clergymen were priests 
from Frccport and Dixon. The first 
Catholic church was built in 1858. 
The first mass in the present 
church was said Dec. 21,1899. The 
parish priest is the Rev. James 
Burke. 


Association Krrcts Church 


T h e 
Evangelical 
association 


erected a church building in 1878, 
although if had an organization 
for many years previous. Before 
tho building was built, services 
were held in other churches. This 
is the present Emmanuel Evangel- 


The *tory of nny community 


would not be complete without th 


Woosung, Founded by Irish 
Sea-Faring Captains, Was 
Named After City in China 


By FRANK B. WILSON 


Captain J. A. Anderson, one of the founders of the vil- 


age of Woosung, was born Sept. 22,1818, in Dublin, Ireland, 
ji 1832, he went to sea with his father, serving an appren- 
ticeship for about seven years, then as mate for several 
years, later becoming captain of a ship, with a crew of 125 
nen. He sailed for five or six years from Boston harbor to 


Brethren church and 
is the Rev. E. A. 


ical United 
the pastor 
Schmidt. 


Lutheran services were first held 


in the Methodist church after that 
body was organized Aug. 7, 1870 
The present St. Mark's Lutheran 


church was erected in 1872. A par- 
sonage was constructed in 1897, 
and later a Sunday school room 
was built connecting the church 
and the parsonage. 
A fire in 


March, 1928, destroyed the par- 
sonage and Sunday school room 
and badly dam-aged the church. 
The buildings were rebuilt and re- 
paired soon after the fire occurred. 
The present pastor is Dr. K. E. 
Irvin. 


Disciples of, Christ met in pri- 


vate homes until 1900. That year 
they purchased the old Baptist 
church building, which had been 
built in 1870. This building houses 
the present First Christian church. 
Ten years ago the building was 


extensively remodeled. The Rev. 
J. E. Goodballet is pastor at the 
present time. 


The first services of the Church 


of the Brethren wa:> held in 1855 
in what was known as the brick 
schoolhouse. This building 
was 


later remodeled and is now the 
residence of Mrs. Milbrey Mulnix. 
In 1855, the congregation bought 
the old Episcopal 
building. In 


1904, the present church was built. 
This edifice was dedicated Jan. 1, 
1905. The Rev. Wayne B. Crist is 
now -pasto£. 


' 
Good Schools 


Good schools have been a tradi- 


tion in Polo since the school dis- 
trict was established in 1813. The 


present Polo grade school was 
built in 1898 
and 
accomodated 


both grade and high school pupils 
until the present high school was 
built in 1927. 


Last summer the grade school 


was remodeled with a gymnasium, 
kindergarten and two classrooms 
added. Albert Iske is grade school 
superintendent and Willis Pittiger 
is superintendent 
of 
the 
high 


school. 


Polo Lodges 


Lodges have played an impor- 


tant part in Polo history since the 
Mystic Tie Masonic organization 
was organized Nov. 13, 1855. The 
Masons' charter was dated Oct. 6, 
1856. In 1868, the lodge erected a 


building on North Franklin street. 
When the present building was 
built, the old building was sold 
and moved to another location. 
Robert Buchanan is the present 
worshipful master and Jean San- 
ford is worthy matron of the Co- 
rinthian OES, which meets in the 
same building. 


The Modern Woodmen of Amer- 


ica was organized in 1884. There 
were 10 charter members. 


The WRC was organized in 1887. 


Its charter was surrendered re- 
cently. The last president was Mrs, 
Alice Gasmund. 


The American Legion and aux- 


iliary are active in Polo. Meetings 
are held at the Legion home on 


S. Division street. The commander 
of the Legion is Axel Olsen, Jr. The 
president of the auxiliary is- Mrs. 
Richard Weaver. 


VFW commander is Paul Fouke, 


and auxiliary president is 
Mrs. 


Monte Glovgr. The Royal Neigh- 
bors lodge was organized about 50 
years ago and at present meets 
monthly in members homes. 


The IOOF lodge was organized 


in Polo in 1850. The present noble 
grand is Loren Parvin. The Re- 
bekah lodge was founded in 1901. 
Rebekah noble grand is Shirley 
Galor. 


Civic Organisations 


Polo has three civic organiza- 


tions. Rotary meets Tuesday for 


a luncheon and program. Dr. C. L. 
Drennan 
is 
president. 
Harold 


Brooks is president of the Civic 
league which meets the second 
Tuesday of the month. The Lions 
meet the second and fourth Tues- 
days of the month. Evan Reck is 
president. 


Industries 


Today Polo is the home of four 


industries. The first garment con> 
pany began operation in October, 
1937. It was named the Polo Gar- 
ment company and was a branch 
of the Rhea Manufacturing com- 
pany of Milwaukee. Leo Beniak 
was plant manager. In November, 
1949, the Rhea company sold the 
plant to the Adrian Tabin corpor- 
ation. Today the factory ships 
ladies ready-to-wear to practically 
every state. 


The J. R. Darrow 


manufactures prefabricated build- 
ings, including houses, hog houses, 
brooder houses and garages. The 
last eight years Darrow brooder 
houses have been sold by Sears, 
Roebuck, and company. J. R. Dar- 
row started the company in 1945. 


The 
Central 
Stamping 
and 


Manufacturing company came trt 
Polo in April, 1950. Metal tool 
cases, carrying cases and cabine 
are made here. Distribution is n 
tionwide. 


The Polo Industrial Manufac- 


turing and Engineering company 
started operation in October, 1950, 
on the hemp mill property. This 
company 
manufactures 
heating 


and drying coils and cooling equip- 
ment. The cooling units are used 
for refrigeration and the drying 
coils are used to dry grain. Prod- 
ucts are sold in the United States, 
Canada and South America. 
! 


The Coss creamery, the Luttwig 


Milk company and the Fairview 
dairy manufacture dairy products, 
including butter, cottage cheese, 
American cheese and ice cream. 


60 Businesses 


Polo has approximately 60 busi- 


ness houses, including a hotel. 
There are three attorneys, O. H. 
Runnels, George K. Ray.and Harry 
Typer; three doctors, C. L, Dren- 
nan, L. R. McDaniel and R. \\^ 
Zcigler, and three dentists, E. S. 
Thomas, J. G. Seise and F. L* 
Markle. 


More than 250 Polo residents 


served in World War I and World 
War II. Casualties included Milton 
Knudson, 
Allen 
Bennett, 
Carl 


Beightol, Robert 
Ifcllows, John 


Bothe, Patrick Fegan, Robert Folk, 
Charles Jcanblanc, 
Paul Keefcr, 


Russell Lang, Goldie Powell, Earl 
Rebuck, 
Henry 
Rhodes, 
Lco 


Rucker, John Savage. John Leavitt 
Kline, Jack Naylon and Clyde 
Lang. 


The present population of Polo is 


about 2,500. The mayor is Ray- 
mond O. Good. 


liverpool. 
In China, he met Captains Har- 


vey, Roundy and Samuel Brimble- 
corn and while 
.here, these cap- 
.ains decided to 
come to America. 
Captains Harvey 
and Roundy ar- 
rived in America 
n 1855. Captains 
A n d e r s on and 
Brimblccorn came 
a year later, in 
1856. 
and 
they Frank Wilson 


were advised by their old employ- 
er. J. N. A. Griswold, then presi- 
dent of the Illinois Central rail- 
road, to seek homes in the far 
western country, Illinois, 


The 
Illinois Central railroad 


was completed from Frccport to 
the river at Dixon, Dec. 1, 1853. 
The bridge across the river was 
built in 1851. 


Laid Out in 1855 


The village of Woosung was laid 


out along the Illinois Central rail- 
road, June 14, 1855, by Messrs. 
Roundy, Brimblecorn and Amos C. 
Stedman. It was surveyed by Miles 
B. Light, and named by Captains 
Anderson. Roundy and Brimble- 
corn after the city of Woosung in 
China, the term meaning, Haven 
of Rest. 


The 
rolling prairies between 


Dixon and Polo looked so much 
like the country surrounding Woo- 
sung, China, that these men de- 
cided to.buy property and settle 
there. They purchased 2480 acres 
of land and started improvements. 
The first house was built in 1855. 


When the town was'surveyed, 


town lots were laid out west and 
north of the site for one-half mile 
and can be seen on some of the 
abstracts today. 


SH Aside Park 


A 10-acre tract was set aside 


for a park and is held as such to- 
day. A school house was built on 
the rast sido of the park. Captain 
Roundy 
built a 12-room brick 


house on the west side of the 
park. This was later owned by 
Henry Brimblccorn, and was 
landmark until a few years ago 
when it was dismantled by 
grandson, Henry Brimblccorn, who 
was named after his grandfather 


Captain 
Samuel 
Brimblecorn 


built a house on the south side of 
the park. When he went to Cali- 
fornia, he sold it to Fred Brimble- 
:orn, father of M. H. Brimblecorn, 
the ball player. 


Captain Anderson bought 400 


acres of land northeast of the vil- 
age of Woosung in Section 2, and 
built a large colonial type house 
and bank barn, known to everyone 
as "The Farm House." Both are 
now destroyed. This farm is now 
owned by Clarence Bothe. 


Married Sistor 
, 


Captain Anderson was married 


to Captain Roundy's sister, Aug. 
14, 1856. A son, Charles, was born 
to them Jan. 17, 1869. Captain An- 
derson was station agent for many 
years and when his son, Charles, 
earned telegraphy, he assisted his 
father as operator. 
Later.Charles 


married Nellie Brimblccorn, daugh- 
.cr of Henry Brimblccorn. and 
they now are living in Everett, 
Washington. 


In the nineties, Woosung served 


the people for miles around. It had 
two elevators and a grist mill, two 
stores, coal and lumber yard, a 
large implement building, black- 
smith and wagon shop and butcher 
shop. 


In 1945, the citizens of Woosung 


township voluntarily 
contributed 


to a fund of $500, which was used 
in erecting an honor roll, which 
contained the names of the boys 
of this community, who served it\ 
World War II, planted a tree 
for each boy in the park set aside 
by the founders of the village. 


Karly Sot tier* 


George Peek settled on what Is 


known as the Peck farm in 1938, 
now known as the Peek orpha- 
nage. 


Lawrence Ciu-anaugh came to 


Ogle county in 1852. 
In 1867, he 


purchased the farm now owned by 
Vcrn.Cassens. 


Amos F. Moore, father of A. F. 


Moore, Dixon, and Frank Moore of 
Polo, purchased the farm now 
owned "by his son, Frank, in 1856, 
and the house that he built on his 
farm in 1856 is still in use. 


Daniel Gilbert came to Woosung 


in 18.ri7. 


John C. Scholl located in Woo 


STEWARD-A Lee County Infant' 


tt*r X»t>O 
A 
*~* 
^«WTX.»»\»^W*t>*x»l» 
^* 
MRS. A. G. GUXDERSOX 


(Telegraph Correspondent) 


The village of Steward in Alto 


township was a late-comer on the 
Illinois scene. The founder, Wes- 
ley Steward, moved to Lee county 
in August, 1855, from his home in 
the Alleghany mountain country 
of Pennsylvania where he had 
been born on October 27, 1838. 


In 1881, 
Mr. Steward owned 


2,100 acres of land in the vicinity 
and in addition, 
he managed the 
1,300 acres owned 
by his 
brother 


Lewis at Piano. 


In 1870, Mr. 


Steward gave the 
ground 
for the 


building of the 
railroad and the 
first depot and 
postoffice w e r e 
named 
in 
his Mrs. Gundcrson 


honor. 
He died at his home in 


Steward in October, 1911, at the 
age of 74 years. Two sons had 
died in infancy and one daughter, 
Bertha, died in 1932. 


Church Built in 1875 


In 1875, the Methodist church 


was built. Before the construction 
of the church, meetings and serv- 
ices were held in homes and the 
old school house. Mr. Steward and 
Mr. Currey, who were partners in 
the grain business, felt that there 
should be a church in the commu- 
nity and a meeting was held in 
the railroad station in April, 1874, 
to make plans for the edifice. 


Prof. R. M. Raymond of Garrett 


Biblical institute was secured as 
the preacher for the morning of 
Dedication Day. In order to secure 
a big crowd, Mr. Steward, who 
was then superintendent of the 
new railroad, 
permitted 
f r e e 


trains to run from Chicago and 
from the west beyond Mt. Morris. 
The ladies of 
the 
community 


served dinner free in the church 
basement. The event was adver- 
tised as widely as possible. Free 
transportation and a free dinner 
brought a large crowd, many of 
whom came just for the ride, to 


sung in 1864, on what is known as 
the Louis Scholl farm. 


Henry A. Parks settled in Woo- 


sung in 1857. 


Dr. Jerome B, Snyder practiced 


medicine in Woosung from 1869- 
1874, then moved to Polo to con- 
tinue his profession. 


Woosung township consists of 


one-half township, having been 
taken from Buffalo township in 
1881. 


James P. Wilson was the first 


supervisor elected In 1881. Tn 1876 
he purchased the farm where his 
son, Frank, now resides. 


eat and see the country, but not 
to attend the church service. So 
rough looking was the crowd that 
some of the residents of the com- 
munity coming to attend church, 
returned to their homes for fear 
they would be burglarized, which 
actually happened in a few in- 
stances. Prof. Raymond preached 
as best he could and then took up 
the matter of finances. 
After all 


the pledges had been secured, Mr. 
Steward and Mr. Currey took care 
of what deficits remained and the 
church was formally dedicated. 


Rev. F. F. Fannlloe 


Rev. F. F. Farmiloe of Shab- 


bona was called to preach the eve- 
ning service and he was so well- 
liked he was asked to serve the 
community as pastor. He was ap- 
pointed to serve with a salary of 
$1000 and a house to live in. Mr. 
Steward personally assured both, 
and built the house now owned by 
Osborne Arne. A parsonage was 
purchased in the fall of 1876 for 
$1200 and is now the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. J. Macklin. The pres- 
ent parsonage was built in 1903 
at a cost of $3.300. The old par- 
sonage was sold for $1,225 and 
bought by Dr. Kimball. A bell was 
purchased for the church during 
the pastorate of Rev. J. M. Gris- 
wold during 1886 and 1888. 


First School House 


The first school house was built 


in 1859 with Miss Carrie Whit- 
comb as the first teacher. 
In 


1881, a new two-story building 
was erected at a cost of $7000. 
This building was destroyed by 
fire Feb. 17, 1903. School was held 
for the rest of the year in rooms 
over Mr. Foster's store. During 
the summer of 1903, a new school 
building was built and ready for 
use Nov. 1. Mrs. F. J. Beardsley 
was the primary teacher. 
This 


school was destroyed by fire Feb. 
20, 1926, and the present school 
building was built that summer 
and ready for use after many dif- 
ficulties in the first of the year. 


A new gymnasium was added 


later and there were now 12 
grades taught in the school. 


The first postoffice was estab- 


lished in. 1871 and Mrs. Mcrritt 
Miller was the first postmistress. 
The first home for the postoffice 
was in the railroad depot. 


The first 
residence built In 


Steward was the home of Pat 
Carey, the first railroad section 
foreman. The Albert Daum fami- 
ly owns the house now. 


Incorporated In 190!) 


The village was incorporated on 


April 13. 1903, and an election 


was held that spring at which the 
following were elected: ' 


President, U. S. Shearer; trus- 


tees, J. M. Durin, J. P. Ycttcr, 
John Taylor, F. F. Barnett, L. E. 
Birdsell and Tom Kirby; clerk, 
Ed( 
Corwin; 
Treasurer, 
Zcno 


Wise; 
police magistrate, S. P. 


Whetson, and marshal!, Jay Stiles. 


The First National bank was 


organized Jan. 3, 1903, by the Ti- 
tus brothers in the building which 
is now the postoffice. The bank 
prospered 
until 
the 
depression 


after World War I and was forced 
to close. There were then three 
grain elevators which still stand 
and 
and Lumber- company, and Lee 
County Grain company. Two rail- 
roads run through Steward, the 
C. B. & Q. railroad and C. M. and 
St. Paul railroad. 
Three general 


merchandise stores, 'one grocery, 
ono restaurant and confectionery 
combined, one hardware store, one 
implement house, one meat mar- 
ket, one blacksmith shop, one har- 
ness shop, one barber shop, one 
paint store, three firms engaged 
in grain and coal business, one 
lumber trade, one dealer in wind- 
mills and plumbing and two doc- 
tors were all located in 1903. 


The population of Steward now 


in 250. Descendants from the first 
villagers living in Steward include 
L. D. Hemenway, Mrs. Gertrude 
Cook, Mrs. Margaret Durin, Mrs. 
F. J. Bcardslcy and John Yetter. 


Thirty-six ministers have served 


the Steward church since it was 
first started. Rev. D. Gene Har- 
rington came in the summer of 
19-19 and is atill the pastor. 


OLDEST BUSINESSMEN 


Two of the very oldest, almost 


the first businessmen of Ashton, 
were Samuel F. Mills and Nathan 
A. Petric. Mr. Mills started in the 
grain and lumber trade in the 
year 1854. In 1858 Mr. Pctrie, hi* 
cousin, joined him. In 1861 thcs?- 
gentlemen gave up the grain busi- 
ness for general merchandising. 
In this they made fortunes. 
In 


1867 they entered in banking busi- 
ness. 
In about 1900 
they 
in- 


corporated as- the Ashton bank. 
Mr. Petrie's devotion to Mr. Mills 
has often been compared to that 
of Jonathan's for David. 


Early 
arrivals 
from 
Franc* 


landed at Lee Center township 
about the year 1853. 
Benjamin 


Leepy, a shoemaker, located at 
Lee Center and followed his pro- 
fession for a number of years. 
Others who came with Lcepy were 
Claude Gehant and Ferdinando Py 
who were farmers and located in 
Bradford township. 


As an educational center, Lee 


Center is entitled to more th^ 
passing notice and comment. For 
many years the village1 of Leo 
Center was the best known com- 
munity In the county and students 
from every section of the county 
attended the Academy there. 


The Germans, as In Sublcttc and 


Bradford, were conspicuous in the 
early settlements of Willow Creek, 
although thoy were not among the 
very early settler* 
/ 
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PROGRESS! 


POLO and OGLE CO UNITY 


FORD 


Cars - Trucks 
Tractors 


« 
* 


WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS MAY 


BE FOR TRANSPORTATION 


OR FARM POWER 
^ 


WE ARE ABLE TO SUPPLY YOU 


A complete line of parts 
is carried and we will 
try to give you the best 
of service. 


WOLF MOTOR CO. 


POLO, ILLINOIS 
„*• 


SERVING POLO AND COMMUNITY. , 


WITH A COMPLETE LINE OF 
NORGEand CROSLEY 


APPLIANCES 


MOTOROLA - CROSLEY - SYLVANIA 


TELEVISION 


KNIE'S APPLIANCE 


RADIO — TELEVISION— REFRIGERATION 


SALES and SERVICE 


Phone 6-3362 
Polo, III. 


JOHN M. PHALEN 


President 


A. M. McGRATH 


Treasurer 


McGRATH PHALEN 


Lumber Company 


LUMBER and BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Established by John T. McGrath 


at Woosung. III., 1882 


POLO, ILLINOIS 
PHONE 6-0142 


1948 TO 1951 


Only Three Years BUT ... 


We have made many friends and customers in those 
three years, and we hope to make many more in the 
years to come. 


FEATURING: 


TRUE TONE TELEVISION 


WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE STORE 


Home Owned and Operated 


W. J. HOGGE 
POLO, ILL 


30 


YEARS OF COMMUNITY 


SERVICE 


IN 


PLUMBINC-HEATING-WATER SYSTEMS 


NATHAN MOUNT 


Plumbing, Heating and Water Systems 


Polo, Illinois 


DODGE and PLYMOUTH 


Plus 


New Idea -Massey Harris-- / 


Allis Chalmers 


Equal 


QUALITY MERCHANDISE FOR 


OUR FRIENDS and 


CUSTOMERS IN POLO 


and COMMUNITY 


* 
POLO MOTOR CO. 


Dodge - Plymouth - Massey Harris - 


New Idea •• Allis Chalmers Sales and Service 


, 
MILLARD OPPENDIKE — MARVIN SARBER 


Polo. 
III. 


TELEVISION 
CORONADO and ARVIN 


Sales and Service . . 


CORONADO APPLIANCES 
HIAWATHA WHEEL GOODS 
VARCON IATTIRIIS and AUTO SUPPLIES 
CREST TIRES with All Road Haiard Warranty 
HOME GUARD WALLPAPER and PAINT 
RED HAMMER WORK CLOTHING 
COCKSHUTT FARM MACHINERY 


Your patronage has been apprtciattd In tht past 
seven ytars. 


W« want to eontinut to pltast you. 
' 


YOUR FRIENDLY STORE 
GAMBLE'S 
Authorized Dealer 


R. L SHIPMAN 


HALEY'S BEN FRANKLIN STORE 


In the 9 years that wt have been in the BEN FRANK- 
LIN Store In Polo, it has been our pleasure to render 
a service to this community and to our many cus- 
tomers. 
We are striving to improve our store and 


our friendly service to the community. We cordially 
invite you to stop and shop in the Ben Franklin Store 
in Polo. ' You'll like our low chain store prices and 
our quality merchandise. 


RALEY'S 


BEN FRANKLIN STORE 


POLO, ILLINOIS 


COMPLETE 


BUILDING 


SERVICE 


FARMERS' 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 


COMPANY 


POLO, ILLINOIS 


SERVING POLO 
and COMMUNITY 


FOR OVER 


5 YEARS 


Picture Framing 
Jewelry 


Hearing Aids and 


Batteries 
Gifts 
Optical - Watch 


Jewelry 
Repairing 


JOY 


JEWELRY & GIFT 


SHOP 


POLO, ILLINOIS 


POLO ELEVATOR CO. 


FEED 
SEED 
GRINDING 
COAL 


DEALERS IN 


GRAIN 
FERTILIZER 
SALT 
GRAIN DRYING 


SPECIALIZING 
IN 


OAT HULLING 


WAYNE 
FEEDS 


POLO ELEVATOR CO. 


E. II. CASSENS, Owner 


Polo, III, 
Phones 6-4092 and 6-0372 


We Are Prepared 


to Serve Our 


Friends in Polo 


WITH 


PHILCO, 


R.C.A. VICTOR 


BENDIX 


AND OTHER 


POPULAR 


APPLIANCES 
WIKOFF 
RADIO 


SERVICE 
POLO, ILLINOIS 


CONTINUOUS 


SERVICE 


For 
25 


YEARS 


to 


POLO AND 
COMMUNITY 


RECK'S 
VARIETY 
STORE 


POLO, ILLINOIS 


Bracken Style Shop 


READY TO WEAR •:- DRY GOODS 


"Selling Nothing But Oie Best" 


• SIMPLICITY PATTERNS 
• BOSSARD CORSETS 
• BERKSHIRE NYLONS 


. 
• LAMPEL SUITS 
• MUNSING WEAR 
• STRUT WEAR LINGERIE 
• STRUT WEAR NYLONS 
POLO FOR 50 YEARS 


WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY 


SERVING OUR RURAL FRIENDS 


for 


20 YEARS 


1931 to 
1951 


In 1931 We Hatched 8,000 Chicks 


Per Week 


In 1951 We Are Hatching 65,000 Chicks 


Per Week 


And most of them are local flock in our 


OWN COMMUNITY 


BURMAN'S 


HATCHERY & FEEDS 


PURINA 
FEED — FARM SUPPLIES 


Polo 


POLO'S NEWEST 
V/2 YEARS 
of SERVICE 


TO A FINE COMMUNITY 


SHOWING: 


All the Popular Brands at Popular Prices 


• GLOVER SHIRTS 
• ARROW SHIRTS 
• SEA ISLAND SPORT SHIRTS 
• SAVOY SLACKS 
• MALLORY HATS 
• WEMBLEY TIES 
• HICKOK BELT 


and ACCESSORIES 


• OSHKOSH OVERALLS 
• RUGBY SPORTSWEAR 


ESQUIRE MEN'S WEAR 


Qualify — Sfy/e — Service — Satisfaction 


•OB REED 
POLO, ILL. 
DICK FOLK 


16 YEARS OF SERVICE 


1935 TO 1951 


We offer complete banking service and appreciate 
the fine co-operation given us by the people in our 
community. 


The POLO NATIONAL BANK 


Total Capital Accounts at the Close of lusmess 


December 31. 1950—$208.562.40 


Member F. D. L C. and the Federal Reserve System, 


Deposit* Insured to $10,000. 


43 Years of Service 


IN WHICH WE HAVE 
FILLED MORE THAN 


100,000 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


EVERYTHING IN DRUG MERCHANDISE 


CLOTHIER 


DRUG STORE 


FOLO 


REXAL DRUGS 


ILLINOIS 


NEWSPAPER! 


1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
# 
'Centennial E'ditiori 


AMBOY-A City With Romantic History 
Brother of Charles Dickens 
Famous English Author, 
Edited Newspaper in Amboy 


By GENE STROUSS 
Editor Amboy News 


Probably no better illustration of the importance of a com 


munity newspaper to the community it serves can be found 
than in the story of Amboy and its newspaper—the weeklj 
Amboy News. Only a few years younger than its daily neigh 
bor in Dixon (the first'newspaper was founded in Amboy in 
1854), the News joins all other members of the great jour 
nalistic fraternity in extending hearty congratulations to 
Mrs Eustace E. Shaw, her sons and all members of her staff 
on the 100th birthday of a truly great newspaper, The Dixon 
Evening Telegraph 
Searching into the b 
ing into the back files and 


early history of journalism in Am- 
boy, the interesting fact is dis- 
closed that a pioneer newspaper 
served the community in 1854, be- 
fore the city itself was organized. 
Amboy, second largest city in Lee 
county and located near the geo- 
jrraphical center of the county, 
was incorporated Feb. 16. 1857. 


Railroad Community 


Amboy sprang into existence as 


a village in the romantic energetic 


fashion of many 
railroad commu- 
nities. It is true 
that old settlers 
had come to 
Amboy township 
gradually 
after 


1837, and settled 
near the commu- 
nities of Shelburn 
j' a t R o c k y f o r d 


< and Binghampton 


Gene Strouss to the cast of 


here. When this new community 
began, a newspaper was soon con- 
sidered necessary, and the first 
Amboy Times was 
Pawpaw 
in 
1854. 


printed at 
That 
first 


edition seems to have been lost in 
the various moves and consolida- 
tions of Amboy's several news- 
papers, but there are in existence 
bound files reaching back to 1856 
and complete files from the ISSO's 
to the present date. Carefully pre- 
served by each succeeding publish- 
er, these volumes are the only 
complete printed history of a typ- 
ically American "grass-roots" city 
and community. 


Brotfier of Charles Dickens 


One of the memorable facts in 


the history of Amboy journalism 
is that the first regular local paper 
here was edited by Augustus Noel 
Dickens, 
Dickens, 


brother 
of 


the 
famous 


Charles 
English 


author. According to local author- 
ities on early history, the first 
Amboy editor was a "remittance 
man" receiving a regular allow- 
ance from his family in England. 
At various times he was a yard 
goods peddler from house to house, 
a farmer and an editor. Although 
he did not remain on the paper 
long, and the family moved later 
to Chicago, many recall his chil- 
dren, two of his daughters being 
buried in Prairie Repose cemetery 
here. Little is known of his career 
after he left Amboy,, but in recent 
years, metropolitan feature writers 
have disclosed the fact1 that he is 
buried in a Chicago cemetery, his 
grave unmarked by any memorial. 


Form Association 


In May or June, 1S55, "The Am- 


boy Printing Association" was 
formed, which secured the printing 
of "The Lee County Times" (soon 
changed to the Amboy Times) 
which was also related to the an- 
cestry of the present Lee County 
Times, published now in Paw Paw. 
A. X. Dickens was the first editor. 
Stockholders, as far as can be 
learned, were A. Kinyon, W. E. 
Ives, John L. Skinner, John B. 
Wyman, H. B.,Judkins and \V. B. 
Stuart. 


Volume one, No. 42, Apnl 10, 


1856, is in The Amboy News' files 
and from then on the files are 
comparatively 
complete. H. G. 


Pratt was editor of that news- 
paper—The Amboy Times. Pratt 
and Cottrcll served Amboy with 
a newspaper for the next 10 years. 
Goff and Shaw appear as publish- 
ers in the Feb. 8, 1866 file, having 
acquired the paper after a succes- 
sion of other publishing combina- 
tions had engaged in the business. 


Named 'The Journal' 


The Journal later was adopted 


us the name of Amboy's news- 
paper. Burrington and Shaw pub- 
lished the Lee County Journal, 
however, from 
February, 1867, 


to December, 1867, when the 
files show a notice that they 
would 
suspend 
the 
issue 
of 


the paper for two weeks because 
of the want of payments and 
patronage. From Jan. 16, to Dec. 
24, 1868. B. F. Shaw was editor 
and proprietor—the same B. F. 
Shaw whose name is honored 
throughout the columns of this 
great centennial edition. 


Stimson and Corbus, William 


• Parker and W. H. Haskell appear 


as publishers in the intervening 
years to late 1879, when the latter 
sold the newspaper and plant to 
E. W. Faxon and Company. On 
Feb. I, 1881, Dr. C. E. Loomis of 
Lee Center, purchased it and was 
himself the editor. 


News Began In 1878 


In 1878, The Amboy News came 


Into being. O. L. Doming started 
this, a second paper In the city 
and a competitor to Haskell's 
Journal. With William Gcddcs, a 
former Journal printer then in 
Paw Paw, Demlng began The 
News in a little shop in rooms 
above what Is now the Main Street 
market of Howard 
Leffelmnn. 


Later Owning became editor of a 


trade publication in Chicago an< 
sold his interests to Henry Adams 
of Binghampton and Gcddcs. 


Following the editorial adminis- 


tration of Adams, the name 01 
James H. Preston is the next 
News' editor in the archives. He 
took over in 1887, and upon his 
death in 1S98, Mrs. Preston be- 
came the publisher and Charles H. 
Eby was editor and manager. A 
few months later he purchased 
Mrs. Preston's interests. It is in- 
teresting to note that Eby publish- 
ed The News as a daily during the 
month of April, 1899. 


While this evolution was taking 


place on The News, Dr. Loomis 
continued as editor of the Journal 
until Jan. 2, 18S9, when he sold 
out to George A. Lyman who took 
over as editor-publisher and con- 
tinued in that capacRy until Oct. 
10, 1913. 


Checkered Career 


In 1900 E. E. Chase owned and 


operated The News which appears 
to have had a checkered career 
since Mr. Preston's death. From 
1900 until 1909 the names of 
Henry F. Gehant, Riley J. Whit- 
ney, A. E. DaFoe, B. L. Vaughn 
and E. O. Trickcy appeared on the 
News' masthead. 


Several leading citizens, among 


them Mayor J. P. Johnson, W. B. 
Beresford and W. J. Edwards, 
were concerned over the stormy 
career of The' News and backed 
George L. Carpenter, who had 
been a printer in the Adventist 
publishing house in Mendota and 
was at the time working in 
Badger's 
general 
store. 
Mr. 


Carpenter took charge 
of 
The 


News on July 10. 1903. By dili- 
gent reorganization 
and 
hard 


work, Carpenter brought the pub- 
lishing plant back to a thriving 
basis and on Oct. 10, 1913, he and 
his associates bought out 
the 


Journal from Lyman. The News- 
Journal Company gave the com- 
munity a much better paper than 
either newspaper had been before. 
Both had been hand set but soon 
after the consolidation new equip- 
ment was installed—a new press, 
automatic folder and, in 1914, the 
city's first linotype. 


Elected to Legislature 


Carpenter was elected to the 


Illinois legislature from the 35th 
district in November, 1916, and 
served 
two years 
under 
the 


-owdcn administration. 
W. A. 


Green and Miss Mary Burnham 
combined efforts in the editorial 
vork during Carpenter's trips to 
Springfield. 


On Nov. 8, 1924, John H. Millar, 


Chicago journalist and publisher, 
and Stewart Pettigrcw founded 
The Home News publishing Com- 
>any by buying The Amboy News. 
Pcttigrew was editor until August, 
1931, when William C. Wenninger 
took over. 
The 
Home 
News 


Company 
expanded* with 
the 


purchase of sister-publications in 
Mendota, Sandwich, Rochclle, La- 
con, Farmer City. Marengo and 
Lake 
Geneva, Wis. All were 


eventually sold, The Amboy News 
seing purchased early in October, 
1933, by John J. Wagner, former 
•niblisher of The Tri-County Press 
n Polo. It has since been pub- 
lished by him with Gene Strouss 
serving as editor. 


How Amboy Was Named 


One delving into local history 


las come up with the explanation 
that Amboy was named after 
Amboy, N. J. 
It is an Indian 


word 
signifying 
"a 
bowl." A 


Frenchman named Filamalce is 
said to have been the first white 
settler here in Amboy township 
but whether that was in 1S37 or 
1838 is not quite clear. The town 
site was sun-eyed in March, 1854. 


Amboy's history and the story 


of the Illinois Central railroad, 
now celebrating its 100 years as 
the main line of mid-America, are 
inseparable. At the 
time 
the 


I.C.R.R. was projected in 1850, 
Amboy had a population of 16. 
The railroad was opened from 
Mendota to Amboy Nov. 27. 1854, 
and from Amboy to Frecport on 
Jan. 15. 1S55. 


Thriving Center 


A thriving railroad center for 


many years, Amboy was a divi- 
sion point and busy shops were 
located here. As changes came in 
the railroad business, Amboy be- 
came increasingly loss important 
to the I. C. until in the late 1920's 
the shops were closed and the 
terminal later discontinued. 
The 


shops have been torn down. The 
large roundhouse was rebuilt on a 
much smaller scale some years 
ago and, when its use was dis- 
continued, the building was sold 
to John Boss of Western Springs. 
With the aid of local investors he 
remodeled it and moved his rug 
manufacturing business here. The 
Midwest Rug Mills, Inc., thus be- 
came a part of the city's idustrial 
We, 


Frenchman First White Settler in 1837 


Carbon's Founder In Amboy 
Carson, Pirie, Scott & Co., one 


£ Chicago's largest retail estab- 
ishments now located 
on 
the 


world's busiest corner, State and 
ladison, was founded m Amboy 
as a dry goods business by Sam- 


el Carson and John T. Pirie in 
855. 
When the firm observed 


ts 80th anniversary in the fall of 
93-1, officials of 
the 
company 


ame back to Amboy for a one- 
a y 
homecoming 
celebration 


\hich brought the city one of its 
nrgcst crowds. 
Henry . Horner, 


hen governor of Illinois, dcdicat- 
d a cut stone drinking fountain, 
irthday gift of the firm to the 
ity that had been its first home. 


Fires Marked History 


Ever mindful of the need for ad- 
quatc fire protection—Amboy's 
listory records more than a half 
.ozen really disastrous conflagra- 
ions—the community a few years 
ago established the Amboy Fire 
'rotcction district. An efficient, 
veil cquipcd company of • volun- 
cer firemen serves the district 
I'hich is governed by a board of 
hree trustees, appointed by the 
Lee County court. 


Church membership in Amboy 
large with five churches serv- 


ng the spiritual needs of the citi- 
cns. They are St. Patrick Cath- 
lic, First Baptist, First Metho- 
ist, First Congregational and Im- 
lanucl Lutheran churches. 


Schools Are Modern 


Excellent educational opportun- 
ies are afforded the youth of 
he 
community 
through 
the 


chools operated by Amboy Com* 
.unity Unit School district No. 
72, organized in 1949. 
It in- 


udcs most of the territory for- 
icrly contained in the Amboy 
ownship 
high school 
district 


-nd operates a fully accredited 
our-year high school as well as 
he Amboy Central grade school 
ttendancc center 
and 
several 


Uier grade attendance 
centers 


icludmg Sublette, Maytown and 
Idena in addition to some of the 
riginal rural district schools. Ad- 
itions are now being built to the 
igh school and Central buildings 
o modernize them and to aid in 
he development of a well round- 
d educational program. St. Pat- 
ck Catholic parish also operates 
n eight grade parochial school 


Amboy. 


I'ankhuftit Library 


J. \V. Pankhurst, public spirited 
itizcn who died in 1930. gave the 
ity its fine library—the Pank- 
urst Memorial—which was built 


1928. 
One of the community's beauty 
wts is Green River City park, 
seated at. the cast end of Main 
treet. 
A popular picnic 
spot, 


quipped with a playground for 
hildrcn, the park is situated in 


pretty wooded area near Green 
iver. It is the site of Amboy's 
nnual Fall Festival. 


Dairy Center 


Introducing dairying to many 


arms in the community, the 'Am- 
boy Milk Products Company was 
established well over a quarter of 
a century ago. It is one of the 
largest independent plants of its 
kind in the nation and provides 
an excellent market for the milk 
produced over a wide area. Evap- 
orated milk manufactured in its 
plant has carried the name of 
Amboy into the far corners of the 
world. 
Many of Amboy's World 


War II servicemen mailed home 
labels from "Amboy Milk" cans 
which appeared on the tables of 
their mess halls in Newfound- 
land, the European countries and 
the islands of the Pacific, ' In re- 
cent months, the company has 
attracted much attention to the 
city through its introduction of 
a new dairy 
product. 
Melody 


Whip, which is meeting hearty 
acceptance throughout the state 
of Illinois where it is sold. 


An aggressive chamber of conv 


mcrce is actively engaged in mak- 
ing Amboy a better place in which 
to live. 


John T. Pirie. born in Errol, 


Scotland, met "Samuel Carson a 
young north-of-Irelander, in New- 
ry, Ireland. The two worked for 
a while in a Belfast haberdashery 
and determined to go into business 
for themselves. They decided upon 
America as a friend of theirs, 
Robert Murray, had recently gone 
there and was reported to be doing 
well. They sailed from Belfast in 
August, 1854. 


Jobs in Xcw York 


They immediately found jobs in 


New York, but while they loved 
the excitement of the metropolis, 
their dream of their own business 
was uppermost in their minds. It 
would take too much capital to go 
into business in such a large city. 
Together they made their way to 
Peru, 111., where their 
friend, 


Murray, had established himself. It 
was Murray xvho extended them 
the credit that launched them in 
business in nearby LaSalle. Four 
months in a new country and al- 
ready they were in their own es- 
tablishment! 


Their next carefully considered 


move was to Amboy, 111., the new 
Illinois Central railway terminal. 
This'was in April of 1885. There 
the first day's sales were $40. At 
the end of their first year, Carson 


Carson, Pirief Scott 
Retail Empire Began in Amboy 


In Dec., 1854, a. modest little store opened its doors to 


LaSalle, 111., with an inventory of approximately $1,200. Its 
first day's sales totaled $28. Neither those first customers 
nor the two youthful proprietors, Samuel Carson and John 
T. Pirie, realized that this day was the beginning of one of 
the world's great mercantile establishments. 
Carson Pirie 


Scott and Company is one of the few great stores in the 
country still owned and operated by the families of the 
founders. 


and Pirie took Inventory and were 
so encouraged 
Samuel 
Carson 


made the trip back to the home- 
land 
and 
brought 
back their 


women 
folks. 
The two young 


brides took a lively interest in the 
business and added many needed 
feminine touches, such as a thriv- 
ing millinery department. 


Scott* Join Firm 


George and Robert Scott joined 


the firm of Carson and Pirie, and 
entered Into the partnership in 
1859, although it was 1875 before 
the firm name was changed. John 
E. Scott, 15, was not to be out- 
done by his elder brothers and af- 
filiated himself with the firm as 
their first errand boy. He was later 
a partner. 


Within four years of the initial 


opening, four branch stores had 
been opened, in Mendota, Polo, 
Sterling and Galena. 
Thus was 


established one of the first, if not 
the first, group of "chain" stores 
in the country. 


At the close of the Civil War the 


need for a central buying agency 
was felt. Quincy, because of its 
navigation facilities, was decided 
upon as a favorable site for a 
wholesale concern, until the mer- 
chants, passing through Chicago 
on their way home, were struck by 


the possibilities of _this "up and 
coming" city. They chose a loca- 
tion at 20 Lake st, and em- 
barked upon the wholesale venture. 


Became Largest 


The "wholesale" ultimately be- 


came one of the largest whole- 
sale dry goods houses in the entire 
country. It continued in business 
until February, 1943, when the 
building was taken over by the 
treasury department. 


Chicago, in the sixties, though 


still 
crude, had outgrown the 


status of a frontier town. Its pop- 
ulation was growing by leaps and 
bounds, anj Carson and Pirie soon 
realized the city's' need for' good 
retail stores. The partners began 
planning a retail store in Chicago 
which was to supplant all of their 
branch stores. At this time, An- 
drew MacLcish, who had come to 
Chicago from Glasgow, Scotland, 
went to his old friend, Samuel 
Carson, for advice regarding 
a 


suitable Illinois town for a retail 
store. The partners conferred, with 
the result that Mac Lelsh joined 
the firm and took charge of the 
new Chicago retail store. 


Locate on Lake Street 


The first location was on Lake 


street, but a year before the 
great fire of 1871, Carson' Pirie 
and Company moved to larger 
quarters on the west side of State 
street, 
between 
Madison 
and 


Washington streets. Here the re- 
tail and wholesale were housed 
together. Then came the Chicago 
fire. The premises so recently ac- 
quired were wiped out. Mac- 
Leish, stationing himself beside the 
burning walls, shouted offers to 


passing teamsters of $50.00 cash 
for every load saved. Thus', $80,000 
worth of stock was saved, but the 
wholesale was .wiped out. The firm 
began over . .. step by step . .,. to 
build again. 


•Since 1883, the firm had had a 


retail business on State street but 
they were anxious to move further 
south. In 1904, they purchased the 
business of H. G. Selfridge and 
Company and on Sept 19, opened 
business on'the present location at 
State and Madison streets in what 
is now. known as the North State 
Street building. (This is the build- 
ing designed by the noted architect 
Louis Sullivan.) Two years later, 
the present South State street 
building1 was completed, and in 
1927, the store was greatly ex- 
panded by the completion of the 
Wabash and Monroe building for 
the Men's store, and by the acqui- 
sition of several other buildings 
fronting on Wabash avenue. 


Face Lifted 


Carson Pirie Scott and Company 


has recently jmdergonc a 
face 


lifting. With the recent addition 
of several floors to the Wabash- 
Monroe buildings, more than a 
hundred thousand square feet have 
been 
added 
for 
stock 
room, 


office and selling space. 


The new service building-, built 


in 1950 for reserve stock and bulk 
deliveries, is considered one of the 
most modern in the country. Lo- 
cated at 71st street and • Cicero 
avenue, this one story, highly me- 
chanized service building occupies 
11 acres. 


David Welty, First Settler 
In Walton, Arrived in 1840 


By ANNA J. .McCOY 


(Telegraph Correspondent) 


Six miles south of Dixon on 


Route 26, the Township of Marion 
begins. It was platted in 1854 on 
land that was part of Amboy and 
Hamilton townships. In 1878, the 
farm of Price Jones near the cen- 
ter of the area became Walton. 
Why this name was given is still 
the subject of debate. 


At one time Walton had a post 


office and a telephone exchange 
and was a recre- 
ational center. 
Today its mail 
is brought from 
Amboy and-Dix- 
on. Its telephone 
comes from Har- 
mon, Amboy and 
Dixon. Walton is 
now a place in 
the memories of 
families 
f r o m 


Marion township. Anna J. McCoy 
N 


First Settler 


The first permanent settler in 


the area was David Welty who 
came from Buffalo, N. Y., by 
horseback. He arrived at Dixon's 
Ferry in 1838. His wife and son, 
John, and his wife's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott, came to Chicago 
by way of the Great Lakes and 
came to Dixon by stage. In 1840, 
Mr. Welly bought land on sections 
31 and 35 and built a double log 
house on the stage road leading 
from Peoria to Dixon. Early rec- 
ords say that there were only two 
other houses between Dixon and 
Princeton. One was at Dad Joe's 
Grove and the other on the south 
side of Palestine Grove. The Wel- 
ly property is still in the family. 


It would be impossible to trace 


all the property ownership, but a 
few of the farms that are still 
owned by descendants of the or- 
iginal owners are of interest. 


Bought Farm in 1854 
" 


The farm now. owned by Carl 


Ackcrt was bought by his grand- 
father, Edward, from a land ag- 
ency in 1854. The James Camp- 
bell farm was purchased at the 
same time and is now owned by 
the son of the original owner. The 
son, Peter, did not marry and now 
lives on the farm with his niece, 
Mary Hawkins. 


Mr. and Mrs. Patrick H, Dun- 


phy, sr., located in Walton in 
1893. The farm is now owned by 
their son, Patrick H., and is oper- 
ated by their grandson, John E. 
Dunphy. 


The Thomas 
Halligan family 


has always lived on the 
same 


farm. 
It was bought over 80 


years ago and isliow operated by 
James and Thomas, sons of the 
first owner. The Paul McCaffrey 
farm of today was purchased by 
his grandparents who had come 
from Ireland, in 1856. 


William McGuirk came to the 


United States in 1845 and to Dix- 
on in 1865. The farm he bought 
is now owned and farmed by his 
grandson, Joseph. 


Still In Family 


Another farm that is still in 


the family of the original owner 
is that of Thomas McKune. The 
farm is owned today by his daugh- 
ter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. 
Will Fitzpatrick, and Is operated 
by the McKune grandson, William 
Fitzpatrick jr. 


In 1844, James McCoy bought 


a farm from the government and 
it remains in the family today and 


is owned by his grandson, Leo 
McCoy. Since 1876 the farm now 
owned by Michael McCoy has been 
in the family. It was bought by 
his 
father, 
Patrick. 
Another 


grandson 
who farms 
on 
land 


bought in the last century is Clar- 
ence Morrissey. 
His grandfather 


came from Ireland in 1852 at the 
age of 22 and after living in New 
York for a time came to Illinois. 


Since most of the early settlers 


of Marion Townsihp were Irish 
Catholics it is not surprising that 
they should want a church nearer 
than Dixon, Amboy and Harmon. 
At the turn of the century they 
bought land and built a 
frame 


church. Father J. S. Gallagher 
came from Amboy for Mass when- 
ever possible and the people were 
saved from the long trip to the 
neighboring towns. 


Father Thomas Cullcn 


In 1910 Father Thomas Cullcn 


look active charge of Walton's 
church, although he continued to 
live in Amboy. In August of 1912, 
plans were started for the pres- 
ent church and parish house. Just 
a year later, Bishop Muldoon, the 
first bishop of the Rockford Dio- 
cese, dedicated the church (and 
when the parish house was com- 
pleted Father Charles Conley be- 
came the first resident pastor of 
the parish. 
Under his direction 


many substantial 
improvements, 


were made and more land was 
bought so that a recreational play- 
ground and ball park might serve 
the people of the area. 


The first record of a baptism 


is that of John Joseph O'Malley, 
the son of Edward J. and Emma 
(Durr). The first marriage was 
that of Anna Marie Lally of Wai- 


McKcnna 
of 
ton and Robert 
Storm Lake, la. 


t 
Celebrate Anniversaries 


Today the little parish has but 


60 families but of these nearly 20 
have been married for more than 
25 years. Three, couples celebrat- 
ed aniversarics in February. 
Mr. 


and Mrs. Charles 
McCoy 
were 


maried 40 years on Feb. 22. Mr. 
and Mrs. William Ocster 
cele- 


brated their 42nd wedding date on 
the 16th. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
P. H. 


Dunphy were married 43 years on 
the 12th. The oldest couple in the 
parish will celebrate their 55th 
wedding anniversary'on November 
5th. 
They are Mr. 
and 
Mrs. 


Jesse Lautzenheiser. 


Two of the women in the par- 


ish have chosen a religious life. 
Eileen Fitzpatrick, 
daughter of 


the late Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Fitz- 
patrick and sister of Will of the 
parish is a member of the Bene- 
dictine Order. Her name in re- 
ligion is Sister Celestine. Reglna 
Morrissey, only daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Morrissey, is a 
member of the, Sisters of Loretto 
at the Foot of the Cross. 
Her 


name In religion is Sister Jean 
Mary. 


World War H 


During the First World War the 


first two men from Lee • county 
who gave their lives were 'from 
Marion township. Private Claude 
Heldman and Private George Gro- 
hens headed the list of those who 
had died for their country. 


Again during the Second war1 


Marion township gave two lives 
of its young man. Howard Zcntz 
and Estell Fenwlck were the he- 
roes of this conflict 


\ 
Amboy Legion 
Named for Two 
War I Heroes 


The Poths-Lavelle American Le- 


gion post In Amboy has been faittv> 
ful in carrying out the program W 
the Legion: service to veterans 
and their families, school awards 
and American Legion junior base- 
ball. 


Th% post was named for two 


Amboy men killed in the last 
weeks of World War I and waa 
founded late in 1919. James R. 
Kelly was the first post com- 
mander. 


The charter members were W1.' 


F. Entorf, William 2i Clark, R. J. 
Fanelli, J. J. Kelleher, F. D. 
Searlcs, E. J, Clark, John J. Hass, 
Earl B. Carlson. John M. McGow- 
an, Frank W. Branigan, Lester J, 
Cortwright, Charles L. Farnshaw, 
Edward T. Kelleger, James W. Po- 
loney, H. P. Klein. 


James R. Kelly, William T. 


Branigan, John F. Carroll, Ralph 
W. Ruckman, Charles E. Walky, 
R. P. McKeown, O. N. Eckbur^; 
William Virgil, R. D. Flack, John 
J. Edwards, C. J. Gillan, Ralph E. 
Pugh, William T. Edwards, W. J. 
Morrissey, 
Fred N. Vaughn jr., 


Raymond C. Smith, Dallas J. Mc- 
Keon, Mary Agnes Wellman and 
Arthur A. Tuttle. 
» 


The present post commander is 


John Carlson, His father, Earl 
Carlson, was commander at the 
time of his death. 


The post has 
made 
schoin 


awards in Amboy, Lee Center and 
Sublette for a number of years. 
In 1950 awards were started in 
Maytown. On Memorial day the 
post places flags on soldiers' 
graves and holds special services. 


The post supports the Red Cross, 


the Salvation Army and other or- 
ganizations in their programs and 
activities. 


County Fairgrounds 
Once Located on 
Dixon's West Side 


By H. W. MORRIS 


The Lee county fairgrounds were 


first located in Dixon on ttoe west 
side of town on a tract of land 
bounded on the north by the Rock 
river, on the east by Shc"rmy 
avenue, on the south by Fourfu 
street and on the west by Cropsey 
avenue. 


The large house on the west aide 


of Sherman avenue in the 300 
block was originally the Floral 
hall, and is the only building of 
the fair property left standing. 


James H. Clark and family came 


from Indiana in the early 1880'» 
and purchased the entire tract. 
Later he divided it into city ! 
He remodeled the floral hall 
lived in it until he built a housa 
on the northeast corner of the 
same block. 


Clark had a herd of high grade 


cows, and about 1887 he went Into 
the retail milk business. He drove 
a very striking team of lively 
horses. One horse was pure white 
and the other jet black. He was 
the first man in Dixon to sell milk 
in glass bottles. 
Before th* 


people carried pitchers to the milR 
wagons and dipped the liquid out 
of large barrels. 


Napoleon's Guard 
Sublette Settler 


Bartholomai Theiss 
came 
to 


Sublette in the year 1846 with his 
wife, four sons and two daughters. 
For many years he had servj1"- 
under Napoleon Bonaparte in the 
latter's 
campaigns 
in 
Italy, 


Prussia, Austria and Russia. He 
had won such distinction that he 
was made 
one of 
the great 


Napoleon's bodyguards. He is the 
only soldier who served under 
Napoleon to be buried in Lee 
county. 
Members of the Theiss 


family built the first Catholic 
church in Sublette, now known as 
St. Mary's church. 
Both ty, 


church and the ajoining cemetery 
are kept beautiful to Ihis very 
day by the descendants of the 
original Theiss family. 


Sublette Church 
Carved by Hand 


i Paul 
Lindstrom, another old 


settler of Sublette, came here with 
Bartholomai Theiss. He was I 
splendid carpenter. 
He built the 


BarUiolomai Theiss home which 
gave him a tremendous reputation. 
It was he who built the Catholic 
church, the 
interior 
finish 
of 


which always has been made so 
interesting. 
All 
the 
beautiful 


carving about the finish, 
par- 


ticularly the altar, was done by 
him with 
an 
ordinary pocket 
knife. 


FIRST MARRIAGE LICENSF/ 
The first marriage license is- 


sued from 
the 
county 
court 


of Ogle county was to Horace 
Thompson and Miss Eliza Ann 
McKinncy. The license was dat- 
ed Jan. 31, 1831, and was signed 
Smith Gllbraith, clerk, by J. P. 
Dixon, deputy clerk. The certifi- 
cate of marriage was returned on 
the 12th day of February by John 
Thomas, who certified that he hdf 
solemnized the marriage on the 
7th day of February, 1831. 


IN FW SPA PERI 


Centennial Edition 
# 
ft 
'ft 
ft 
'ft 
'ft 
ft 
1851-DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH-1951 
ft 
'ft 
Centennial Edition 


f> 


whose philosophy "form 


folfows function.4 


revere J by many a*) 


the founder of ihe~nuxl-i 


«rn movement" In all architecture 


i.. he is definitely the founder of 


the "modern movement" in * 


the block of State.} 


Madison. Monroe" 


•nd Wabash. For it 


was Louis Sullivan the 


schemer of skyscrapers, a 


fiery artist. ar» original 


thinker, who dreamed and, 


designed the State Street f 


building now housing 


Pirie Scott & Co. It took «ev»; 


eral years for this master builder; 


to complete his task, but Carson**] 


I;NI building started in 


1899. is regarded as) 


a signal achievement of 


Louis Sullivan work*, 


ing independently. Chica-1 


' goans still pause to examine 


the lacy "SuIIivancsque orna- 


j...mentation" which the great 


designer intended to be "a rich 


frame for a rich picture.** And a 


; rich picture Carson's is today.. .1 


a \veallh of precious cargo circling 


round Madison, along Wabash. 


_ down Monroe, up State, and soar- 


*?• 
ing floor upon floor to the heav. 


ens. What a contrast to llie 


empty prairie of 111 years 


ago. Today history is 


still in the making on 


the block of 


State. Madi-i 


son. Wabash 


find Monroe, for 


great history is a 


moving ihing. Like Louis Sulli- 


van. Samuel Carson and John 


Pirie. who founded the store 96 


years ago. were men of vision. 


Joined shortly by the brothers 


Scott and Andrew MacLeish.j 


they built a business to national 


stature. And today the direct de»l 


sccndants of these men \ 


•re endeavoring to make, 


progress pcrpetua 


,* ::'i •_•"•• .- ! 
-^-•..•'.-;.:. \ -f. • 
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PROGRESS 
FRANKLIN GROVE 


and LEE COUNTY 


1940-1942 and 1947-1951 SERVING 


FRANKLIN GROVE and COMMUNITY 


With 


HOTPOINT KITCHEN & LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 


ADMIRAL RADIOS and TELEVISION 


GENERAL ELECTRIC TELEVISION 


COOLERATOR FREEZERS - BEN HUR FREEZERS 


LEWYT VACUUM CLEANERS 


A Complete Line of SMALL APPLIANCES 


STULTZ ELECTRIC 


SALES and SERVICE 


FRANKLW GROVE'S ONLY COMPLETE REFRIGERATION AND ELECTRICAL 


SERVICE 


OFFERING THESE FINE FOODS TO 
FRANKLIN GROVE and COMMUNITY 


BIRDSEYE FROZEN FOODS 


BORDEN'S ICE CREAM 


RICHELIEU BRAND FOODS 


BAKED GOODS - COLD MEATS - FRESH FRUIT 


SHOEMAKER'S GROCERY 


WE GIVE GOLD BOND STAMPS 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
PHONE 20 


J. W. SPRATT 


LIVESTOCK and GENERAL HAULING 


TEXACO GAS and OILS 


BATTERIES, TIRES and ACCESSORIES 


"SERVICE WITH A SMILE" 


FRANKLIN GROVE, ILL. 
OFFICE: 13; RES.: 88 


SERVING FRANLKIN GROVE 
AND COMMUNITY SINCE 


1880 


FRANKLIN GROVE BANK 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP. 


ALL DEPOSITS INSURED T.O $10,000 


J.I. CASE 
SALES and SERVICE 


GOODYEAR TIRES 
DELCO BATTERIES 


Complete Line off GATES BELTS 


PARTS and SERVICE 


USED CARS 


"Trade for Anything" 


BILL HAYEN IMPLEMENTS 
FRANKLIN GROVE 
PHONE 223 


COMPLETE LINE OF 


NORGE PRODUCTS 


HEAQUARTERS FOR 


BOTTLE CAS 


FRUITS GARAGE 


FRANKLIN GROVE 


WM. M. HERBST 


Grain - Coal - Field Seeds 


Custom Grinding - Feeds 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
PHONE 22 


1885-1951 


66 YEARS 


of 


FAITHFUL 
SERVICE 


In Fine Foods 


TROTTNOW 
GROCERY 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
PHONE 17 


CLAIR DIERDORFF 


GREEN COLONIAL FURNACES 


TIN and SHEET METAL WORK 


FRANKLIN GROVE, ILL 


LING'S BILLIARDS 


Billiards and Pocket Billiards 


"HOME OF THE SUPER M4LTED" 


Soft Drinks, Ice Cream, Confections and 


• Smoker's Needs 


Franklin Grove, Illinois 


SERVING FRANKLIN GROVE 


With a 


COMPLETE LINE 


of 


DRY GOODS and 


WASH DRESSES 


Since 1889 


MRS. MAY KELLEY 


"WHEN YOU BUY, BUY THE BEST 


MEYERS WATER SYSTEMS 


LENOX FURNACES 


KOHLER and BRIGGS PLUMBING 


FIXTURES 


<e 


CLARENCE HODGE 


PLUMBING - HEATING - HOME MODERNIZATION 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
PHONE 214 


TOMPKINS HARDWARE 


FEATURING A COMPLETE LINE OF 


CROSLEY APPLIANCES 


HARDWARE - PAINT - HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


PHONE 105 


Franklin Grove's Headquarters 


for 


SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
CANDIES 


HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
NOTIONS 
GIFTS 


IVE'S VARIETY STORE 


FRANKLIN GROVE, ILLINOIS 


STUDEBAKER 


SALES and SERVICE 


Complete Line of 


GULF PRODUCTS 
WILLARD BATTERIES 


FIRESTONE TIRES 


W A G N E R G A R A G E 


Franklin Grove 
Phone 18 


30 Years of Service 


IN HIGH QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS 


TO FRANKLIN GROVE AND 


COMMUNITY 


MAIN'S DAIRY 


FRANKLIN GROVE 
Phone 170 


ESTABLISHED 1876 


PHONE 52 


HUSSEY LUMBER CO 


FRANKLIN GROVE, ILLINOIS 


Lumber • Coal - Paint • Steel Tanks • Millwork 


Let Us Estimate Your Building Requirements 
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LEE CENTER-Began as Thieves' Den 
'Vigilance' Group Ousted 
Bandits From Settlement; 
Tornadoes Created History 


By MBS. WAYNE ALBERS 


Inlet is located in Section 9 and was the first settlement 


of Lee Center township. It was located on the banks ol 
Inlet Creek, now known as Green River. It was a gathering 
place for thieves, counterfeiters, fence men and even mur- 
derers. 


One of the particular thief's house was used as a hiding 
place for all stolen goods. 


These banditti were not only located in Illinois or Lee 


Center but also extended from Ohio and Kentucky to Mis- 
gouri, Iowa and Wisconsin—but their favorite and main 
meeting place was at Inlet. 
This part of the country was 


hilly and rugged with ravines and 
dense forests which made it pos- 
sible for giving better protection 
and hiding places. 


A group of settlers in Inlet 


Grove, namely, Sherman 
Shaw, 


I Charles 
Ingalls, 


I Rev. 
Hitchcock, 


Dr. R. P. Adams, 
Moses Crombies, 
Louis Clapp, Ben- 
jamin Whittaker, 
and a Mr. Starks 
and his sons, re- 
solved to rid" In- 


G r o v e of 


Mrs. Albers 
these "banditti." 


Through their heroic efforts, these 
men freed Inlet of the "banditti." 
This group of settlers we're known 
u the "Vigilance Committee." 


Because of the "banditti" in In- 


let, settlers moved further to the 
northwest and established in 1816 
the village of Lee Center on the 
Chicago road. This caused a lot of 
rivalry and hard feelings between 
the two settlements. Lee Center is 
now the polling1 place for Lee Cen- 
ter township. The name Lee Center 
was given to the settlement be- 
cause of its 
location—approxi- 


mately in the center of Lee coun- 
ty. 


The abolition movement in Lee 


county had its origin in Inlet and 
Lee Center. The first abolitionist 
•ociety was formed in 1846 in a 
log schoolhouse one mile west of 
Lee Center. This first movement 
was led by John Cross, a Congre- 
gational minister, who also kept 
an underground station helping to 
get escaped Negroes into Canada. 
Owen Lovejoy made a rousing 
speech against slavery here. A 
Free Soil club with Russell Ltnn as 
president was also organized. 


In 1834, Adolphus Bliss came to 


Inlet and was the first settler in 
Lee Center township. In 1836, he 
was followed by Joseph Sawyer, 
Daniel Miller Dewey and Charles 
West. 


Wrongfully Committed 


Adolphus Bliss and Daniel Miller 


Dewey were mistakenly sent to 
prison for supposedly committing 
a robbery at Troy Grove that two 
men named Fox and Birch really 
committed. Bliss died in the peni- 
tentiary and Dewey never return- 
ed to Inlet. 


The man named Fox also com- 


mitted a robbery at the Haskel 
residence in Inlet. During a severe 
thunderstorm. Fox crawled on the 
floor of the Haskel home until he 
reached the trunk under the bed 
where the Haskels were lying 
awake talking. With each clap of 
thunder. Fox moved the trunk out 
unheard. 


Many 
hardships 
struck 
the 


settlers of Lee Center in those 
first few years of settlement. In 
1844, along with the Haskel rob- 
bery, many others took place. 
Also, during the reign of the "ban- 
ditti" many murders 
In 1860, a tornado 


took place, 
struck the 


northern part of Lee Center town- 
ship, taking everything in its path. 
Isaac Gage, a resident of Lee, 
Center, lost two sons in the storm 
and his daughter was disabled as 
a result of the storm. The Lee 
Center churches were moved from 
their foundations by the tornado 
of 1860, but the destruction wasn't 
complete until 1862 when another 
more fierce tornado struck again. 
This tornado destroyed the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. 


First School in 1836 


The first school in Lee Center 


township was built in 1836 of logs 
at the edge of a timber near 


Become Peaceful Village Alter Turbulent Pioneer Period 


Bliss house. The first teacher was 
Otis Timothy. There was no bridge 
across Green river, so that the chil- 
dren on the opposite side had to 
take off their shoes and stockings 
and wade across. 


Lee Center Union academy was 


started in 1846, and Moses Crom- 
bie did all of the carpentry work 
on the building. The building was 
constructed of bricks of clay found 
around Lee Center. In 1853, a 
stone addition was built onto the 
old academy. Hiram McChesney 
was the first principal of the 
academy, and its affairs were di- 
rected by seven trustees and five 
special directors. 


In September, 1913, Mrs. Abigail 


Haskel, widow of George E. 


3askel, attended a ceremony dedi- 
cating a building erected through 
ler generous contribution. The Odd 
Fellows used the upper part of 
.his building for their lodge meet- 
ngs and banquets. There was a 
kitchen in the basement. On the 
main floor there was a large store 
room which has now been convert- 
ed into a grocery store and is 
operated by Earl McNinch at the 
present time. 


The Water Mystery 


A lime kiln located at the north 
nd of the quarry east of Lee 
Center, was owned by Conrad Ull- 


rich and operated by 
three 


sons, Chris, George and John. This 
kiln was used to burn lime and 
then was sold. These men used to 
sleep by the lime kiln all night to 
keep the fire going. At this time 
there was no water in the quarry 
and their machinery was in this 
large hole to collect the lime to 
burn. One night they went home 
and the next morning when they 
returned they found the quarry 
full of water and their machinery 
in it. Ever since there has been 
water in this quarry. 


In 1837, the Methodist Episcopal 


congregation was organized at the 
residence of C. R. Dewey. The 
church building was erected in 
1S42, and services were carried on 
in this building until 1858, when 
it was necessary to build a larger 
one. 


The Congregational society was 


organized at 
the residence of 


Moses Crombic, near Binghamton, 
in 1843. It consisted of 11 mem- 
bers. The Rev. Joseph Gardner was 
the first pastor. The church build- 
ing was built in 1856, at the cost 
of §1,500. 


The Episcopal congregation was 


organized in 1855, and the build- 
ing was erected that same year at 
the cost of 52,500. 


The Masonic lodge, No. 146, was 


organized July 28, 1854. It ob- 
tained1-'its charter in October ot 
the same year. This lodge was the 
second of its kind organized in Lee 
county. 


First Post Offh'o 


The first post office was run by 


a Mr, Barker, where William Hart 
now lives on the Lee Center high 
school property. Mr. Barker had a 
Negro boy who carried the mail 
from either Galena or Dixon be- 
fore Amboy was established. After 
this, a Mr. Chadwick ran the post 
office in the present place where 
Mrs. Ada Carlson resides. 


Sabin Trowbridge ran a general 


office too. He ran both until his 
death. Then his wife sold the store 
to Sylvester Shaw, who in turn 
sold it to the Leavens and Gray 
company, which consisted of Wil- 
liam Gray, Mr. Leavens, Charles 
Champlan and A. F. Jcnnblanc. 
It was run for a number of years 
under the company's name. Then a 
Mr. Peterson bought the store and 
ran it for a few years. 


Came Free Delivery 


After Mrs. Trowbridge sold the 


store to Mr. Shaw, Shaw's daugh- 
ter took over the post office for a 
number of years. After she dis- 
continued the post office, S. L. 
Fair ran it. At this time all mail 
was being brought from Amboy 


by horse and buggy. A. F. Jean- 
blanc carried the mail for four 
years. Then the mail was carried 
by a Mr. Dixon. After him Mrs. 
Mary Riley carried it for about 
four years. Then came free deliv- 
ery from Amboy. 


The old store building, known as 


the Blake property, was rented as 
a schol in 1909 and 1910. The 
board of directors consisted of S. 
L. Shaw, John Smith and B. F. 
Lane. The first principal in 1909- 
1910 was Mr. Moon. In 1910-1913. 
the principal was John Price. Miss 
Stcinackcr followed Mr. Price and 
started a two-year high school. In 
1913, a three-year high school was 
started. Mr. Helbish became prin- 
cipal 
term 
and 
room.' 


1920-23. and during his 


was added 
"the little 


gymnasium was the 


in 
a new audition 
was known as 
" The 


Odd Fellows hall. During 1931-34, 
Mr. Jones became principal. Dur- 
ing this time the bus system- was 
started and the school building 
burned down. For a time then 
school was held in a large building 
known as the Carlson home. 


lioml ISMI» Defeated 


An election to issue $30,000 


worth of bonds to build a school 
large enough for ,both grade and 
high school was held on August 
31, 1931. Even though this bill 


was defeated, a determined board 
of education went ahead with 
plans for building. With the addi> 
Uon of a gymnasium in 1935, the 
building' was completed at an ap- 
proximate cost of $51,000. In 1938, 
there were 50 pupils in grade 
school and 60 in high school. In 
1951, there are now approximately 
120 in grade school and SO in high 
school. Walter Wilson now serves 
as principal. 


A railroad was built in 1910. It 


was a street car route front the 
main street of Amboy through Lee 
Center to Middleberry. The street 
car stopped operating In 1916. A 
steam engine then took its place 
and pulled cars from Amboy to 
Lee Center and on to Middleberry. 
This railroad was taken from Lee 
Center in 1942. Now the grain 
elevator uses the railroad to pull 
cars of grain and coal, etc., to Am- 
boy and return. 


Land IK Rich 


Lee Center Is surrounded by rich 


farming land. Land which was 
once a combination of swamp, 
prairie grass, and forests has been 
turned into productive soil. 


In 1850, the population of Lee 


Center was 292. In 1860, It was 
763; in 1870. it was 1,028; nnd In 
1880, it was 1,229. At present, 
1951, the population is a little 


over 250. The community has de- 
clined probably as * result of the 
C. B. and Q. railroad "not being 
put through Lee Center- and be- 
cause it was not made the county 
seat. 


The quaint little village of Lee 


Center today contains a general 
store, two garages, an elevator, a 
trucking 
business, a telephone 


office, a post office, one church, 
and one school building. Part ot 
the church is at the present time 
being used as a temporary addi- 
tion to the school and houses the 
first and second grades. Because 
the town Is not incorporated, Lee 
Center lacks many modern Im- 
provements, such as city water 
and street lights. 


Driving through Lee Center to- 


day may take you a step back 
into the past, for it is indeed a 
picturesque village with its old 
lomcs and buildings and the aura 
of old folk lore only adds to its 
charm. 


reorge H. Page 
Borden Founder 


George H. Page, born May 16, 


1836, in Palmyra township, was 
no doubt one of the most succcss- 
'ul and outstanding "boys" of the 
.ownship. 
In 
1866, 
with his 


irothcrs, Charles and David, he 
vent to Switzerland and cstab- 
ished a condensed milk factory. 
Later George returned to Dix- 
on and bought the beautiful Gov. 
Charters estate of Hazclwood, the 
Dr. Everett farm, Big Elm farm, 
and the Woodruff fann up tho 
river. He 
built 
the immense 


Anglo-Swiss condensed milk fac- 
ory, now Bordens, and arranged 
9.11 his affairs to live again In 
Dixon, but while in lAw York on 
luslncss 
contracted 
pneumonia 


nd died. He is buried in the old 
'almyra cemetery with his par- 
nts and brothers and sister*. 


TOWER OF STRENGTH 


William H. Van Epps was th« 


ower of strength which supported 
he first fairs ever held in Lee 
ounty. Van Epps was a man of 
'cat wealth and boundless enthu- 
lasm when It came to matters of 
grlculture or the welfare of Lee 
ounty. Ho was the first president 
f the first fair association and 
t was his energies that made tht 
Id fairs the tremendous successes 
hat they were. 


FRANKLIN GROVE- Settled in 1835 
Chaplin, First Town, Served 
By "Saddle Bag' Preacher 
Who Knew Black Hawk 


By ADELLA HELMERHAUSEN 


In June, 1835, Col. Nathan Whitney rode through the 


present site of Franklin Grove, found no cabin or settler 
and became the first white man known to have been in the 
region. 


The next month the first pioneers settled in the Grove 


They were Jeptha Condit Noe and Cummings McWorter Noe 
' and their families. 


Both families later moved to 


Ogle county, but the1 first log 
cabin 
remained 
for 
years 
a 


cherished landmark. 


The early settlers in and around 


th* grove were dependent 
upon 


the "saddlebags," pioneer preach- 
ers, for sermons and services al 
baptisms, marriages and burials 
The Rev. Barton Cartwright came 


»to Illinois and met Black Hawk 


on his way to Washington. Rev. 
Cartwright served the area from 
1833 to 1862 when he left to serve 
as chaplain in the army. 


Chaplin First Name 


The village was first laid out 


oh May 3, 1843, and was named 
Chaplin. 
Later, in 1854, when 


the railroad officials named the 
stations. John 
Dixon requested 


that the name of his deceased .son, 


»/ Franklin, be given to the little 


station 10 miles east of Dixon. i 


Louis M. Blaisdell was the first 


president of the village board of 
Franklin Grove, established May 8, 
1854, by Thomas D. Robertson and 
Christian Lahman. 


From early days emphasis was 


placed upon schools and education. 
Pioneer log cabin schools were 
started at the saw-mill near 


^Whlpple 
Cave, 
where 
Squire 
* Jeremiah 
Whipple held regular 


school. 


Settler* Arrive 


In May, 1836, Edward Morgan 


located near the present site of 
the village. In September, .1836, 
Nathaniel Yale came in, and the 
following December Cyrus Minof 
settled there. Schools were held 
in the log cabins alternately. Miss 
Eliza Cooper was the first school 


^teacher. 


The nearest, schoolhouses were 


at Lee Center and Lighthouse. 
Otis Timothy came in 1837 and 
taught school in Lee Center. Miss 
Harriet Helmershauaen came in 
1840 and also taught in Lee 
Center. 


In April 1856, the White school- 


house, the first 
frame 
school 


building, was opened by Thomas 
W. Scott and his wife. The log 


school house in the northern 


part of town was closed as was th 
primary school in the southern 
part of town. 


Indians Had Left 


The Indians had left this region 


before the 
settlers 
came, 
but 


George W. Newcomer made a col- 
lection of 
3,000 
specimens of 


Indian arrows and relics from the 
Rock River valley. 


Inevitably there were a number 


of famous "first events" in the 
Franklin Grove area. Amos Holly 
was the first white child born in 
the 
Grove. 
Colonel 
Whitney 


started the first nursery in 1843. 
Abram Brown was the first post- 
master in the village and was in 
office from 1845 to 1849. 


In 1851 Charles Ambrose opened 


the first dry goods store in a 
small stone building on the corner 
south of* the blacksmith shop. 
LaFayette' Yale clerked in the 
store. This was' the first" store, 
first merchant and first clerk in 
the village. 


History Compiled N 


Several attempts have been 


made to compile a history of the 
Franklin Grove Methodist church. 
The Rev. John Williamson, pastor 
from 1869 to 1871, started a his- 
tory going back to 1854 with the 
aid of several people in the town 
including Mrs. Rachel Sanders, 
whose father doanted the use of 
his cabin for a church. 


In 1919 the Rev, Warren E. 


Kern sent to Franklin Grove from 
Ashton the Williamson church 
ilstory and other papers and Miss 
Iva Minor undertook to compile 


complete record. The occasion 


for this was the separation of the 
Ash£on 
and 
Franklin 
Grove 


charges. Miss Minor, on moving 
o Winnebago, turned her book 
over to Mrs. Vera Hull and at the 
atter's death, the book was re- 
ported lo«t. 


Record Recommended 


The Rev. Charles D. Wilson 


(1930-1933) 
recommended 
the 


complete compilation of all church 
records. Andrew Dierdorff, Bcla 


Haldcrman and other members 


furnished reports. At the time of 
he Centennial, a history was print- 
ed covering 
the first 
hundred 


Named After Son of John Dixon 


years, 1836 to 1936. 


In 1939 a second volume "Mem- 


ories for 
the 
Aldersgate 
Bl- 


Centenary" wag published. It con- 
tained- a district superintendent's 
salutation, biographies, member- 
hip lists, illustrations and me- 
morials, and was edited by Miss 
Adclla Helmernhauscn. 


New Church Dedicated 


A new church 
was dedicated 


Oct. 5, 1902, when the Rev. Ira 
!. Honeywell was pastor. At the 
irescnt time the Rev. Norman C. 
rliller is 
pastor, 
Mrs. Faith 


Cravens is president of the WSCS 
uid Mr. Frederick C. Gross is 
uperintcndcnt 
of 
the 
church 


school. 


A young people's society, the 


Epworth league, was organized 
February 1890 by the Rev. George 
M. Bassett. These young people 
held regular Sunday meetings and 
did missionary work. 


The visits of the Reverend Wil- 


liam Spencer, presiding elder of 
Dixon district to the quarterly 
meeting1, were always welcomed by 
the Sunday school scholars. 
It 


was his custom to gather the 
congregation and, seated at the 
organ, play 
and 
sing 
several 


songs nnd tell missionary stories. 


Presbyterian* Organize 


The Presbyterian society was 


organized by the Rev. W. W. 
Harsha, the Reverend E. Erskinc, 
and ruling elder, Charles Crosby, 
m room one of the white school- 
house Jan. 1, 1861. The member- 
ship at that time numbered thirty. 
The Reverend W. VV. Harsha was 
the first pastor and was succeeded 
by the Reverend W. Hare. The 
Reverend H. C.,Montanus is the 
present pastor. The Gilbert sup- 
per is held yearly and provides a 
permanent source of pleasure and 
profit 
The Sunday school and 


woman's society also hold promi- 
nent positions in the community. 


The Church of the Brethren was 


organized in 1854, and in 1847 a 


church building was erected near 
Nachusa where the Emmert ceme- 
tery Is now located. In 1852 a 
new building' was erected, fol- 
lowed in 1910 by another 
one 


which was located 
in 
Franklin 


Grove. 


Building Dedicated 


On May 1, 1927, a new and 


commodious church building in the 
village itself was dedicated with 
Pres. Otho Winger of 
Indiana 


giving the dedicatory sermon. The 
Reverend Daniel Dicrdorff and the 
Reverend Cynis Suter were much 
respected in the community, and 
several evangelists have 
held 


special meetings there. 


In 1865, the Reverend William 


Uhl organized the 
St. Paul's 


Lutheran church. The Revercnc 
Orvllle Kalkwnrfe is the presen 
pastor. St. Paul's Lutheran ladles 
society with Mrs. Alice Shnfer.as 
president, does a great deal o 
home mission work. This consists 
of aiding the orphanage and olc 
people's 
homes 
at 
Muscatinc 


Iowa. 


Athletic* Popular 


The village has always taken a 


great Interest in athletics. 
Th< 


public school boys rank high in 
county tournaments. The ball field 
adjoining the school is a center o 
attraction. Not only do the pupil* 
drill here but also regular bal 
games are played. 


The Franklin Woman's club is a 


strong society of active women 
The club meetings are held in the 
Kcrsten gymnasium monthly. Mrs 
Pearl Kesselrlng is the curren 
president. 
Frequent visits are 


made to the Eldcna home. 


The home of Dr. George W, 


Hewitt was remodeled into a 
funeral 
home 
which 
Is 
now 


operated by Mr. Henry W. Hicks 
and his wife. The village also has 
a beautiful, well-kept cemetery. 


Reporter Oldest Weekly 


The Franklin Reporter, founded 


in 1869 by John Blochcr, is the 
oldest weekly in Lee county. 
Among the editors succeeding him 
were George 
W. 
Gaver, 
who 


irintcd much local history and 
Bela R. Haldcrman, who pub- 
ished the town's centennial news 
n 1935. 


The village has always con 


tributed its share In times of 
national emergency. At the time 
of the Civil War 231 men from 
Lhe village entered the army, 
There were ten men who fought 
.he war in Cuba. 
The list of 


World War heroes numbers 85. 


Many Prominent Names 


There are many family names in 


Franklin 
Grove 
which 
were 


>rominent throughout the com- 
munity. One of the best known 
amllies was the Dysart family, 
"ames Dysart (1785-1870) and his 
Arife, Elizabeth Rohler, located in 
he vicinity of Franklin Grove. 


Samuel Dysart married Mar- 


garet Jane Henderson and was one 
>f the 
most prominent public 


itizens. His son, Harry, was a 
;raln buyer, and his grandson, 
Horace, a road commissioner. Wil- 
am Dysart wa» a 
successful 


usiness man and farmer. 
George W. Brayton served as 
ostmaster. His family took great 
nterest In municipal affairs. Miss 
Alice Brayton 
was a 
music 


acher, and Frank Brnyton was a 
f« long friend of the village, 


making frequent visits then. 


, Ling Well Known 


George Washington Ling, lion of 


Henry E. Ling, was one of the 
Civil War heroes. 
His birthday 


anniversary was made a village 
event each year. 


The Joseph 
Woodruff 
family 


settled near Lighthouse but several 
members of the family later moved 
to 
Franklin Grove. 
Catherine 


Woodruff was the wife of Charles 
B. Bill who was an early post- 
master. 
His 
daughters, 
Mary 


Alois, Ella, and 
Martha, 
were 


singers and speakers at early 
church, school and civic gather- 
ings. Mrs. Ella Bill Miller, is the 
oldest native born resident. She 
was 93 years of age on April 10, 
1951. 


Roc Early Doctor 


Dr. Uriah Chittcndcn Roe was 


proprietor of 
the 
Roe Family 


Medicine company, and followed 
his pioneer father, Dr. John Roe, 
In a wide practice in Ogle and Lee 
counties. His sons, Dr. Nathaniel 
C. Roe and 
Frederick -U. Roe, 


assisted in the making and selling 
of Roc Family medicines. 


Daniel Moore Bradstreet was a 


major in the war of 1812. He was 
an interesting speaker as he told 
.ales of his grandfathers' Revolu- 
.ion.iry 
war 
adventures. 
His 


ather's father answered the call 
of Paul Revere and rode to Lex- 
ngton with Col. John Baker's men. 
lis mother's father fought the 
>attlc at Bunker Hill when the 
\merican General Warren fell. 


Taylor School Head 


George Hammond Tayler, grain 


buyer, was born May 30, 1826, and 
ied December 20, 1895. He served 
is school director and his daugh- 
ers, Alice and Ella, taught grades 
jne and two in the public school. 
He kept a public library in his 
iffice which was a 
gathering 


>lace where citizens met to read 
he Chicago market prices and 
iscuss politics of the day. 
Alvah B. Fitch was an agent of 
he Central and North Western 
ailroad. Lieutenant A. B. Fitch 
vas born February 5, 1828, and 
married 
Almlra 
Rood, 
music 


eacher and pianist. 
He was a 


atriotic citizen who often related 
Is war experiences. 
Alexander M. Norris was a 
rominent 
business 
man 
and 


oldler. He was born in 1827 and 
led in 1904. 
The Dixon Evening Telegraph 
arrlers, 
Larry and Shirley 


Voessner, have delivered the paper ' 
n the south side of the tracks for 
le past two and one-half years, 
'hey are the children of Mrs Alice 
tVoessner. Their father, the late 
Lawrence G. Woessncr, owned and 


Derated an implement store In' 
"ranklin Grove until his death in 
ovemtxr, 1917. 
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SERVING AMBOY 


For 


For 16 YEARS 


WITH FINE FURNITURE 
S. W. SAM 


FURNITURE 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


1936 - 1951 


16 YEARS IN AMBOY 


INTERNATIONAL 


HARVESTER 


• FARM EQUIPMENT 
• MOTOR TRUCKS 
• REFRIGERATION 


SPECIALIZING in PARTS and SERVICE 


W. G. LEFFELMAN 


Amboy. Illinois 
Phone 54 


Home of the Finest 
in Home Cooked Meals 


HOMEMADE BAKERY GOODS 


STEAKS 
CHOPS 


OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DIXON 


EVENING TELEGRAPH ON THEIR HUNDRED YEARS 


OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. 


AMBOY CAFE 


Across From fie I. C. Depot 


CARLETON "RED" RUSSELL 


IN LEE COUNTY 


Congratulates the Telegraph on its 


s 


Amboy's Only Complete 


Flower & Gift Shop 


Showing: 


HALLMARK CARDS 
/ 


HOUSE OF PAPER Napkins and Table Covers 
Genuine RIPON LOAFERS 
TOLE WARE TRAYS, COASTERS & PLANTERS • 
ORIGINAL SWEDISH GIFT ITEMS 
JEWELRY 
WALLPAPER 
GARDEN SEEDS & PLANTS 
CUT FLOWERS and HOUSE PLANTS for all 


occasions 


SELECTED GIFTS IN GLASS, COPPER, BRASS, 
PEWTER, SLIVER, ALUMINUM, POTTERY, 
WOODEN and BASKET WARE 


AMBOY 


FLOWER and GIFT SHOP 


Bad and Barbara Nicholson 


Since 1946 


THE 


ROSEMARY SHOP 


r 


IN AMBOY 


Has Offered Ladies With Discrimnating 


Taste the Latest in Fashion. 


featuring— 


GAGE HATS 
BERKSHIRE HOSIERY 
STRUTWEAR HOSIERY 
STRUTWEAR LINGERIE 
SYCAMORE COATS 
RICEMORE SUITS and COATS 
ANN FOSTER DRESSES 
DORNA GORDON DRESSES 
DOLORES BRASSIERES 


*^.»^»^.»^»^.»'%K»"%.«*V.**V*"^«'^«"^*^*^»^^» 
Visit Our Stoik Corner 


•^•^••^•^•^••^^•^•^•^•X*^*^.^.^.^ 


' "Prices to Fit Your Budget" 


The Rosemary Shop 


Amboy, Illinois 


PAGAN'S 


CLOTHING and SHOE STORE 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


Serving Amboy and Community 


at the 


CORNER STORE 
for 29 YEARS 


With 


Curlee Clothes 
Champ Hats 
Wilson Bros. Habadashety 
Freeman Dress Shoes 
Pall Brand Footwear 
lee Overalls 
Star Brand Dress and Woik 
Sices for the Entire Family 


We are prond of these associates, 
as yon will be in wearing these 
apparels. 
STOP to SHOP 


SERVING AMBOY and COMMUNITY SINCE 


1914 


WITH SUCH FAMOUS NAMES AS: 


/onnsfonian Snoes for Men 


lady CAesterfields for Women 


Glover's Shirts and Pajamas 


Knox and Poitis Hats 


Alpagoia Topcoats 


Sincerity Suite 


JOHN T. BURNS & SON Clothiers 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


Bert F. Hinrichs 


IOHN DEERE AND NEW IDEA IMPLEMENTS 


GREEN MARKED COALS — COKE 


PHONE 291 
AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


EDWARDS GARAGE 


<H. M. MORTENSEN 


BUICK SALES and SERVICE 


PHILLIPS PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


/» 
AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


GAMBLE'S 


in AMBOY 


THE FRIENDLY STORE 


Authorized CORNADO Dealer 


GAS and ELECTRIC RANGES 
REFRIGERATORS 


POWER LAWN MOWERS 
RADIOS 


TIRES-BATTERIES-OIL 
WASHERS 


WE GIVE GOLD BOND STAMPS 
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CONGRATULATIONS on the 


CENTURY 


- 
THIS IS NOT BOB ELSON 


THIS IS 


Antoine Motor Sales 


DESOTO 
- 
PLYMOUTH 


r 


AMBOY, ILL'. 


USED and "MISS" USED CARS 


and PARTS 


60 Years in Lee County 
,32 Years in Amboy 


A Complete Junior 
Department Store 


for Ladies and Children 


East. Main Street 
AMBOY 


Congratulations 


» 


to The Dixon Evening Telegraph on its 100th Anniversary. You 
have taken great strides to become a leading, modern daily 
newspaper. You can be proudl 
We, too, have achieved a great step in modem entertainment. 
In contrast to the days oi silent, pictures, we can now offer year 
'round comfort and air-conditioning in modem, attractively 
decorated surroundings. The theatre of today gives you a life 
size image with the sound and technicolor unsurpassed. 


.MARCHES! BROS. 


AMBOY THEATRE 


AMBOY 
ILLINOIS 


Your Authorized Dealer 


for 


MASSEY HARRIS 


FARM EQUIPMENT 


AMBOY IMPLEMENT CO. 


CHAUNCEY BOBBINS 
PAUL BOEHLE 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


* 
* 


MICHAEL M. MIHM 


FUNERAL HOME 


Ambulance Service 


AMBOY, ILL. 
PHONE 32 


AMBOY JEWELRY 
Connected With Fine 
J E W E L R Y 


In Amboy for 
15 YEARS 


FEATURING 


• Honson Cigarette Lighters 
• Parfcer Pens & Pencils 
• Shaeffer Pens <£ Pencils 
• Garland - Hamilton - Elgin Watches 
• 1847 Hogers Bros. 
• Community Plate 
• Keepsake Diamonds 
• Delta Pearls 
• Jacoby Benton Watch Bands 
• Anson Men's /ewelry 
• Westclox Clocks 


AMBOY 


JEWELRY 


, J. M. HAYES 


Amboy, Illinois 


Congratulations... 


To The DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH on 
its 100th Anniversary and the wonderful 
service it has given to our community. 


We have been in business since 1937 


serving the public with . . . 


Rockford, Dixon, and Chicago 
Newspapers, the Best in Candy, 
Tobacco, Photographic Supplies, 
and Our New Line of Package 
Remedies and Sundries. 


We hope to continue to serve you for many 
years to come, as we hope the DIXON 
EVENING TELEGRAPH will be serving 
you for another 100 years. 


HULL'S 


WM. S. HULL, Prop. 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


Congratulations 


To the DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH on 100 years of service 
to the county. We of NOWE'S HARDWARE Company, have 
been striving to render the same excellent service to our com- 
munity for 75 years in the same location. 


May we both have the opportunity to serve the public in the 
high standard way for many years to come. 
NOWE'S HARDWARE 


Your Friendly Maytag - Hotpoint - Crosley 


Dealer in Amboy 


1928 - 1951 


HARDWARE 


AND 


HOME APPLIANCES 


Stocking Complete Line of: 


ZENITH TELEVISION 
FRIGIDAIRE REFRIGERATION 
PHILGAS RANGES 
SPEED QUEEN WASHERS 
ECLIPSE POWER MOWERS 
ELLIOTE PAINTS and VARNISHES 
PLUMBING GOODS 


Martin A. Schuette 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


TOMLINSON 


FUNERAL HOME 


AMBULANCE SERVICE 


Successor to Frank C. Vaughan 


FUNERAL SERVICE 


Established 1854 
Phone 3 


AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


SPAPFRI 
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ASHTON AND LEE COUNTY 


FORCE AHEAD TOGETHER 


ALLIS CHALMERS - KING & HAMILTON 


KEWANEE 


FARM EQUIPMENT 


EMRICH WEISHAAR 


FARM MACHINERY 
POWER MACHINERY 


TRACTORS and REPAIRING 


COMPLIMENTS 


KEN WITZEL 


GULF SERVICE 


ASHTON, ILLINOIS 


We Have 


the 


Fines! 
Quality 


Fresh Meat 


HUMMEL'S LOCKER 
and MEAT MARKETS 


POLO 
6-4102 


ASHTON 


25 


Choice Corn 


Fed Beef 


Fresh 
Dressed 


Pork 


WE WILL PICK 
UP. BUTCHER, 
PROCESS AND 


CURE YOUR 


MEAT FOR YOU! 


WE 
HAVE 


LOCKERS 


FOR 
RENT 


WE WILL 
PROCESS 
MEAT FOR 
YOUR DEEP 


FREEZE 


OUR AIM IS TO 


SERVE YOUR 


MEAT INTEREST! 


WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE 


Your PATRONGE 


CHARTERS & SON 


DRUGS and HARDWARE 


ASHTON, ILL. 
PHONE 366 


THE ASHTON BANK 


FOUNDED BY 


MILTON PETRIE 


In 1869 


"A Good Bank In a Good Town" 


All Lines of INSURANCE 


Fire • Casualty 


Life - Health and Accident 


Auto - Hospitalization 


All Lines of INSURANCE 


INSURE - IN - SURE - INSURANCE 


BRAMAN INSURANCE AGENCY 
ASHTON, ILL 
PHONE 238 - 129 


FURNITURE 


CARPETS 


FLOOR COVERING 


STEPHAN'S 


SINCE 1888 


BODE'S 


HARNESS and SHOE STORE 


Footwear for Men, Women 


and Children 


WORK CLOTHING 


Harness Work 
Shoe Repairing 


PHONE 42 -» ASHTON, ILL. 


Yes .. but it's like new now! 100 per cent 
natural rubber lugs have been PERMA- 
NENTLY attached by the American-Rawls 


VACU-LUG pro- 
cess. Re-lug with 
Vacu • Lug to add 
years of useful 
working l i f e to 
your tractor tires. 


No more slipping 
or lost power for 
your tractor if you 
try out VACU. 


LUG! 
Come in and see how the protest 


laves you time and half the cot t of new tire*. 


BOYD LUG SHOP 


BILDERBACK & JENKINS 


MEN'S AND BOYS' WEAR 


FINE CLOTHES 
FURNISHINGS 


FOOTWEAR 
WORK CLOTHES 


FINE SUITS AND TOPCOATS TAILORED TO 


YOUR MEASUREMENTS 


Ashton, Illinois 
Tele. 220 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE MAR-JEAN VARIETY STORE 


A. L. DAVIS 
Ashton. III. 
O. E. BROWN 
Rock Foils. III.. 


Look for the Name Brands Featured in the Ashton Store 


GOSSARD LINE 
FRUIT OF THE LOOM 


«MM4fE BY FORIVIFIT 
SEAMPROF LINGERIE 


BRENEMAN VENETIAN BLINDS 
ARTEMIS LINGERIE 


FANNIE MAY CANDIES 
LORRAINE LINGERIE 


R. C. A. VICTOR RECORDS, PLAYERS, RADIOS 


ALVIN "BILL" KRUG 


GENERAL AUCTIONEER 


REAL ESTATE 
HOUSEHOLD 


FARM SALES 


Phne 43-3M 
Ashton, III. 


GLUTS FUNERAL HOME 


AMBULANCE SERVICE 


PHONE 4 
ASHTON, ILL. 


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 


SINCE 1895 


THE ASHTON GAZETTE 


ROBT. R. DEAN, Publisher 


PRINTING 


PUBLISHING 


SCHOOL and 


OFFICE SUPPLIES 


EAGLE ASPHALT 
BURIAL VAULTS 


THE WEATHER-PROOF, 
SWEAT-PROOF VAULT 


A layer of fhie waterproofing asphalt it 
permanently secured bttween two sturdy 
walls of reinforced cement. 


The only vault made in which fho asphalt 
cannot becontt disengaged. 


SEE YOUR FUNERAL DIRECTOR FOR SAMPLE CROSS- 
SECTION VIEW OF THIS EVERLASTING BURIAL VAULT 


ASHTON CONCRETE CO. 


PHONE 21 
ASHTON, ILL. 
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ASHTON- Traces History 103 Years 
Lack of Timber in Ashton 
Delayed Settlement; Early 
Railway Gave Town Impetus 


BY ROBERT R. DEAN 


Not among the earliest of pioneer settlements in this 


"fccinity, Ashton nevertheless can trace its origin back over 
100 years to the coming of Erastus Anderson in the year 
1848. He was the first to settle here and was followed a" 
few weeks later by his brother, Timothy, and in December 
by their father, 


The absence of earlier settlers 


is attributed to 
the lack of tim- 
ber, for pioneers 
demanded f u e l . 
They feared the 


which the winds 
whistled. Then 
too, there was no 
great road or 
trail through this 
section and na- 
turally 
s e 111 - 
Robert Dean 


ers did not seek the open country 
so long as claims nearer the trail 
were to be had. 


Mason Settled Early 


f 


Other early settlers were Daniel 
iter who came in 
1852 
and 


James Quick in 1854; the latter 
was a stone mason and plasterer 
who built many o.f the first stone 
buildings in Ashton. The 
first 


store building, built in 1855. was 
located at the east end of the 
present Main street and housed 
David Elmore's store. Quick and 
his wife occupied the second floor 
u a residence. 
,|hThe coming of the Galena and 
'Chicago Union railroad in 1854 
gave this region its first impetus. 
When the whistle of the construc- 
tion train was heard, the few pio- 
neers would sprint down to the 
track, mothers carrying infants in 
their arms. Soon a small building 
was erected by the railroad com- 
pany for a station. 


'Pioneer' a Curiosity 


The celebrated locomotive "Pio. 


Jieer" was the construction engine. 
leennis Decoursey, later a resident 
cf Ashton, was the fireman on the 
Pioneer. James Bates was the 
first station agent, followed in 
order by Mr. Earl, O. F. Wilbur, 
William Vaughan, Phineas McMil- 
lan, William Fee and William T. 
Jenkins, the present agent. The 
first telegraph operator was Mrs. 
J. C. Smith. Samuel Bennett was 
the first section foreman, 


^mone: the early residents of 


0[shton were many Irish immi- 
grants, who upon completion of 
the railroad as far as Ashton, quit 
the construction 
company and 


settled here, sending ti Ireland for 
their families and friends. North 
of Ashton was settled by Ameri- 
can pioneers, south by some Eng- 
lish and a small French settle- 
ment; but later the farm com- 
munity was taken up by a thrifty 
German population. 
f . 
Ashton Grows 
w By 1857 this little hamlet boast- 
ed two 2-story stone buildings, 
a stone bam and a small stone 
school. One of the first houses 


was the home of Mrs. Margaret 
Cartwright Griswold, and it was 
in this house that the first child 
was born in Ashton, Joseph Gooch. 
Another of the first houses was 
the stone house owned by the late 
Adam Feldkirchner, built in 1854 
or '55 by James Bates, a relative 
of Eii Bates. 


The quarrying of building stone 


was an important 
industry 
in 


Ashton in the early days. The first 
quarry was opened in 1855 on 
what is now the Roy Ventler farm. 
The first one opened in the cor- 
porate limits was in 1864 by James 
Quick in the location which is now 
Griffith park. Others were opened 
'ater, but cement as a building 
material supplanted stone to such 
an extent that the quarries were 
no longer worked. 


Chicago Used Stone 


Many carloads of stone were 


shipped to Chicago in the '70s to 
be used in rebuilding that great 
cit* after the disastrous fire of 
1871. Ashton stone was used in 
the construction of the Ogle coun- 
ty courthouse, the Dlxon Episcopal 
church and public library, 
and 


many other public buildings and 
foundations throughout northern 
Illinois. 


The first church erected in Ash- 
t n was the Methodist, in 1863. It 


later remodeled to include a 


steeple and entrance way. A sec- 
ond church waa built in 1864, the 
Free Methodist. The third church 
was built in 1866 by the Catholic 
people. It had a membership of 50. 
The Christian church was built in 
1868, the German Baptist Just out- 
side of the village to the south in 
1866, and in 1867 the Presbyter- 
ians erected their church. 


Churches Spread 


The Evangelical church had its 


beginning in Bradford township in 
1849, the first church built five 
miles southwest of Ashton in 1859. 
A church was built In Reynolds 
township in 1872. 
The place of 


worship in Ashton was a chapel 
purchased 
from 
the 
Christian 


church, and a new edifice was 
erected In 1893. 


The Lutherans joined the Pres- 


byterians in building their first 
church, worshipping one Sunday 
in the morning and the next in the 
afternoon. This arrangement, how- 
ever, soon became inadequate to 
the needs of the congregation, and 
in the year 1891 they erected their 
own church. 


Incorporated In 1865 


Ashton has not always been 


known by that name, for when the 
village was first Incorporated on 
February 16, 1865, It was named 


Incorporated Feb. 16, 1865, as Ogle Station 


Ogle Station.. Charles Barbour 
was chosen president and Conrad 
M. Hicks clerk of the meeting 
called for incorporating the village. 
The oath was 
administered 
to 


them by Joseph B. Williams, a no- 
tary public, whereupon the polls 
wer. declared open, 26 votes being 
cast for incorporating and 13 
against. 


The first officers of the newly 


incorporated village were David 
Steele, 
president; 
C. M. Hicks, 


clerk; J. P. Taylor, treasurer, and 
Reuben Randolph and Earl Bates, 
trustees. -The first police officer 
was William Flynn, sworn in as 
constable May 11, 1865, and the 
first city jail or "calaboose" as it 
was called, was built in the west 
cn-i of the C&NW railroad coal 
sheds in May, 1866. 


Ogle Station Dropped 


Two years after being incor- 


porated as Ogle Station, the name 
sf the town was changed to Ash- 
ton by a special act of the state 
legislature March 5, 1867. At that 
time J. B. Williams waa president 
and W. H. Emmerson, clerk. The 
ate James Quick, one of the trus- 
tees, related how on the evening 
the board met to select the new 


name, they balloted many times 
on the different names suggested 
_(a favorit being Pralrievlew), but 
they failed to decide on any. 


Finally as midnight approached, 


Mr. Emmerson suggested they .call 
it Ashton, and go home. They took 
a ballot, and it carried unanimous- 
ly. No one asked, nor knew, why 
that name was suggested. 


Town Pump Famous 


Synonymous with Ashton's early 


history was the old town pump 
which supplied the people with fine 
water. Means were limited, so the 
pioneers united together and dug 
the first well at what is now Ash- 
ton's main business intersection, 
Drilling was unknown, so it was 
necessary to use pick and shovel, 
and it took strong, brawny arms 
and muscle until the well was dug 
to a Jepth where a fine vein of 
water1 was found. The well was 
walled up with stone and it served 
the public for many years. 


Two of the first businessmen of 


Ashton were SamueJ F. Mills and 
Nathan A. Petrie who were to 
play such a great part in Ashton's 
development.' 


Mills Starts Business 
' - 


In 1854 Mills came here and 


engaged in the grain and lumber 
trade, 
and in 1857 Petrie, his 


cousin, joined him. In 1861 they 
gave up their grain business for 
general merchandising, and in 
1867 they entered the banking 
business, founding the Ashton 
bank in 1869. 


Petrie, in his memoirs, recalled 


that when he came to Ashton 
there was but one store, a drug 
store at the east end of present- 
day Main street operated by James 
Cantello, and about 
25 houses. 


Andrew Drummond was the first 
postmaster and until 1860 the post- 
office was located in one of the 
two early two-story stone build- 
ings on east Main street. It was 
then moved to a frame building 
on the site of the present Com- 
mercial block and kept by Daniel 
Sanford. 


Herald Started In 1873 


Ashton's first newspaper was 


the Ashton Herald started early In 
1873 by Peter R, Bailey, but pub- 
lished for only four months. The 
second paper was the Ashton 
News started by Elbridge I. Otis 
May 20, 1873. with D. A. Glenn, 
editor. The third was the Ashton 
Sentinel started by P. O. Sproul in 


October, 1873, and published about 
10 years. The Ashton Press fol- 
lowed In January, 1889, edited by 
Thad 
Smith. The 
name was 


changed to the Ashton News in 
October and files are complete 
until the last of December of that 
year. The News, like most of its 
predecessors, was printed out-of- 
town. 


Gazette Takes Over 


Ashton wag without a paper 


until Feb. 28, 1895, when Charles 
A. Bancroft started the Ashton 
Gazette, later purchased by Ralph 
J. Dean on June 24,1904, who con- 
tinued as its publisher for 42 years 
until his death in 1946. His aon, 
Robert R. Dean, succeeded as own- 
er r.nd publisher. 


Still another paper was started 


in Ashton, the Ashton Times, pub- 
lished in Rochellc by Charles and 
Fred Lux from. February 1901 to 
October, 1902. 


Beginning with 1863, Ashton has 


been visited several times with 
very disastrous fires. That year 
the grain elevator and flour mills 
burned; in 1871 the railroad prop- 
erty consisting of two tanks, the 
depot, coal sheds and four houses 


burned; in 1874 the hay press and 
an elevator burned. 


28 Buildings Razed 


But the most disastrous wan the 


fire in 1889 which swept Ashton'u 
Main street on March 28th, de- 
stroying 28 business .building!. 
Still another conflagration, one 
year later, In the spring of 1890, 
consumed one-third of the remain- 
ing business firms Uiat survived 
the fire the previous year. 


As early as 1859 a school elec- 


tion was held in the village and 
James Brecunler, Daniel Sutcr and 
George Glenn were elected as di- 
rectors. Ezekicl Conklin taught 
the first school in a tar-roofed 
shanty just cast of the first stone 
buildings in the 'COs. 


Long First Teache* 


A one-story school building suc- 


ceeded the first school and a Mr. 
Long was the the teacher. The 
third school was a small stone 
building on tho southeast, corner 
of the present school property 
built in the year 1863. Miles Ten- 
Eych was the teacher. J. E. An- 
drus, David A. Glenn, Miss Mar- 
garet 
Cartwright and George 


Brewer were among the 
early 


Ashton school teachers, 


A new'school-building was soon 


needed and two sites were under 
consideration, one tho site of the 
present school building and tho 
other on top of tho hill where the 
Catholic church later stood. The 
former location where the littlo 
stone school stood was chosen and 
made larger by purchasing the lot 
north' which made the present 
school grounds. 


Stone Used in School 


The material for the building 


was obtained In the quarry on the 
north edge of tho village. Jamea 
Quick superintended the work. The 
building was completed in the fall 
of 1869 at a cost of $23,000. The 
first graduating class in 1874 con- 
sisted of Lyman Booth, Mrs. 
Westana Glenn Rosecrans and 
Mrs. Maggie Brown Byers. The 
school continued to serve the com- 
munity until 1914 when it was 
razed and replaced by the present 
modern school at a cost of $35,000. 


Ashton grew and prospered as 


Jie years sped by and became 
widely known as a model "city" 
of village size. 


Water System Installed 


A complete water works system 


was Installed in 1914; 
sewer in 


L917; 50 blocks of paving laid in 
1920-21 made it the best-paved 
:own in Illinois; a boulevard Hght- 
"ng system further citified the vil- 
lage; a beautiful plot of ground 
was donated to the school district 
jy the late Mr. and Mrs. Hartman 
VI. Kerstcn for an athletic field in 
1923 and was later lighted for 
night softball, still later adapted 
also to accomodate a football field. 


In 1936 the beautiful Memorial 


[Ibrary and gymnasium was con- 
structed, a gift of Mills & Petrie, 
and dedicated in their memory. 
The $115,000 structure serves R| 


community center for counties! 


activities. Here tho business <A 
village government is conducted 
and numerous organizations, civic 
and service clubs meet. 


Aces Play Here 


It is the homo of the Ashton 


Acca basketball team; men and 
women's volleyball teams play hero 
throughout the winter; the school's 
>hyslcal education activities are 
icld here. The office of Commun- 
ty unit school district 271 is lo- 
cated in the building. A very ade- 
quate library, luxurious lounge and 
commodious kitchen In addition to 
the large auditorium complete the 
facilities. 


Ashton ha^ a large, beautiful 


city park, tho gift of J. C. Griffith, 
and named in his honor. It Is the 
site of one of Ashton's earliest 
stone quarries and is unique In its 
natural beauty. Fireplaces, benches 
and a shelter hbuso offer picnic 
ers an ideal pleasure spot. 


Latest of Ashton's accomplish- 


ments Is the beautiful new theatre 
building, a project carried out the 
past year by the people %;of the 
community who' subscribed stock 
to build the. .$40,000 theatre. 
Dpcncd January 26th of this year, 
Jio theatre is marvclously fur- 
nished and equipped and Is 'doing 


very fine business under the 


management of Clyde Shcppard, a 
newcomer to the community.' 


ROCHELLE-'Hub' City of Ogle County 
Jepthia Noe Was First White 
Settler in 1835; Pioneers 
Called Town Loblolly Grove 


By BOB JONES, Jr. 
(Rochelle News-Leader) 


Rochelle. the largest town in 


county, has been nicknamed 


the Hub City due to the fact that 
It serves as a shopping center, 
and the hub of activity for people 
living in much of Ogle county, 
northwestern 
Lee county and 


southeastern DeKalb county. Lo- 
cated nearly 
on the 
Ogle-Lee 


county border, Rochelle boasts a 
population of 5,500 friendly people 
and is a trade center and one of 
Jhe larger industrial communities 
• *i northern Illinois. 


Rochelle's history dates back to 


1$35, the year Oregon was estab- 
lished as the county seat of Ogle 


county. In that 


__ __ ^ year, Jeptha Noe 
' 
b e c a m e 
Rc~ 


chelle's 
f i r s t 


white settler. At 
that time, hick- 
ory 
trees 
and 


friendly Indians 
from the Ottawa 
tribe were all 
that could be 
Bob Jones 
f o u n d on the 


land now known as Rochelle. 


More settlers came, and because 


of the abundance of hickory trees, 
the settlers 
labeled the town 


Hickory Grove. On occasion how- 
ever, southerners coming to the 
community referred to the town 
-is "Loblolly Grove" — loblolly 
leaning a marshy, damp place 
where livestock and wild animals 
wallow In the wet soil creating a 
muddy slime. 


Railroad Built 


In 1853 the Chicago & .Vorth- 


VVestcrn railroad extended a line 
to Rochellc and the 
road waa 


dubbed the "Dixon Air Line," or 
the "Gas Line Road." With the 
arrival of the railroad the com- 
^ninity began a parade of progress 
That ha« continued down througn 
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the years and up to the present 
day. E. P. Lane, a Rockford in- 
dustrialist, and several of his 
friends, took an Interest in Hickory 
Grove and purchased a large tract 
of land which included practically 
everything which is Rochelle to- 
day. 
In Mr. Lane's honor, the 


name of the town was changed 
from Hickory Grove to Lane's 
Village. 
' 


As in all good 
communities 


Lane's Village was soon to have Its 
first newspaper, a beacon of se- 
curity which people always seek 
no matter where they live. The 
Lane Leader was established by 
John R. Howlett in October, 1858, 
five years after the first frame 
house was erected In Rochelle in 
1853. 


Howlett's style was so full of 


vim that his paper was not a 
success financially, but he strug- 
gled along until the summer of 
1861 when he sold out to Prof. 
James A. Butterfield who issued 
the Lane Patriot in the fall of 
1861. 
In the meantime. Lane's 


Village progressed to the point of 
having several frame homes, a 
blacksmith shop, a hotel, a general 
store, a dry goods store and a 
lumber and hardware establish- 
ment. 


Professor Buttertleld 


Prof. Butterfield did not last 


long as a publisher however, for 
in the spring of 1862 he suspended 
publication of his paper. 
Prof. 


Butterfield was a musical genius 
who afterwards became the leader 
of the 'Chicago delegation of Gil- 
more's Pence Jubilee and he wrote 
several popular songs Including, 
"When You and I Were Young 
Maggie." 


The first Issue of the Lane 


Register appeared July 25, 1863 
with E. L. Otis 
its founder. 


Mr. Otis came to Rochelle from 
Rockford and became known M a 


most vigorous and capable editor. 
History says there was not a 
neutral hair on his head and that 
he built a strong newspaper. In 
1865 the name was changed to the 
Rochelle Register and at the same 
time Lane's Village became known 
as Rochelle through an act of the 
Illinois Legislature. 


Continued Progress 


Continued progress marked Ro- 


chelle's growth. 
A church, the 


Presbyterian chun-h, had been 
established—the town had a bank 
—new stores and new homes were 
erected and more and more people 
took up residences in the com- 
munity. 
Expansion 
and 
good 


fortune were .most evident. The 
days of the Driscoll and Brodie 
"Bandits of the Prairies" were 
gone and the lynching of Thomas 
D. Burke on charges of setting 
several fires, became history. Ro- 
chelle was referred to as "Hang- 
man's Town" 
because of 
the 


lynching and early settlers felt 
the Incident, and the' reference, 
were both black marks on the 
town—black marks which many 
did not soon forget. 


In 1887, Rochellc's newspaper 


was sold to J. C. Neff who had 
been station agent at the Chicago 
& Northwestern railroad depot 
in Rochelle. 
He published the 


paper for a year and in 1888 H. C. 
Paddock bought the paper and 
published it until 1891. George 
W. Dicus then became owner and 
editor, having published the Mil- 
ledgeville Free Press for two 
years prior to 1890. 


Mr. Dicus was an able and active 


editor and materially increased 
the influence and circulation of 
the paper until it 
occupied a 


prominent position in the county. 


"Rochelle Herald" 


On May 17, 1907, Emery Neff, 


who had been county superin- 
tendent of schools, became the 
publisher. In the meantime, G. W. 
Morris and his son Howard, had 
founded 
the 
Rochelle 
Herald. 


They had previously published the 
Malta Mail and Crcston Times 
which were merged with The 
Herald. And on Dec. 16, The Ro- 
cneU* Independent had been found- 


Lorgest Town in Ogle County 


cd by Charles A. and Fred E. Lux. 
Their paper became one of the 
leading newspapers in the Rochellc 
area and the Lux publication was 
a part of the community for many 


years. 


By the time the Lux's estab- 


lished their paper, Rochellc had 
grown considerably and schools, 
churches, lodges, business 
fra- 


ternities, etc., had been organized. 
The newspaper played an im- 
portant part In the growth of 
Rochellc at 
the turn 
of the 


century. Following World War I, 


progress became more and more 
evident. 


Industries Established 


The California Packing company 


picked Rochelle a* lu Midwest 


Division headquarters, the Caroa 
Spuming company began to grow, 
a factory was established in Ro- 
chelle by the Baldwin Locomotive 
company and the plant Is now 
known as the Whltcomb Locomo- 
tive 
company. 
Other 
smaller 


plants have moved Into Rochelle 
and with each passing year the 
community has expanded. Rochelle 
has built more new homes in the 
past 15 years than perhaps any 
other town of comparable size In 
the state. 


Rochelle'a present newspapers, 


the Rochelle News and Rochelle 
Leader are published by the John 
W. Tilton Industries, Inc. -Mr. 
Tilton started a newspaper In 
February, 1932, with a publication 
known a* the Home Journal, and 
later as the 
Northern 
Illinois 


Democrat In 1933 he began pub- 
lication of The Leader and In 1942 
he purchased The Rochelle News 
from the Lux Brothers who had 
been publishing a paper since 1897. 


Newspapers Merge 


Following the merger, The Ro- 


chelle News became a Wednesday 
publication 
and 
The 
Rochelle 


Leader became a Friday publica- 
tion. Just as the town has ex- 
panded in recent years—so have 
the newspapers. 
The plant now 


contains entirely new equipment 
Including presses, linotype ma- 
chines, saws, etc. The newspapers 
have kept pace wth the town and 
continues to promote any new 
steps in a progressive direction. 


The people of Rochelle—the Hub 


City—are proud of their town arid 
of the progress which it has made 
In the past 116 years. Rochellc's 
school system Is second to none; 
the town Is a religious center as 
well as a trade and industrial 
center; the community has been 
well represented In the nation's' 
many wars; and the town's busi- 
nessmen are among the friendliest 
and most progressive to be found 
anyplace. 


And after 116 years of growth 


the town Is known not only as • 
Hub City— but also as the "City 
of Friendship, Located In the Heart 
of 
the 
Nation'* Agricultural 


Emplra," 
'• '---' 
~ 
*"•' 
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W. BROOKLYN-Fires Retard Growth 
Gehant's Efforts Help Bring 
Incorporation in 1894; Plans 
For Village Started in 1872 


By DARLENE CHOAN 


Three men, Oliver P. Johnson, Demas L. Harris and Reu- 


ben Woods, are to be given credit for founding the village of 
West Brooklyn. It received its name by virtue of the fact 
that the land on which it was to be situated lay near the west 
end of what was called Brooklyn township. Plans tor the vil- 
lage were laid in August, 1872. 
First to start businesses in this new village were H. H. 


Carnahan, who started a general store in connection with 
the post office, the Hoerner brothers, who started a merchan- 
dise business and A. Nichols and son also engaged in the same 
business. The first grain elevator, erected by the West An- 
drus company of Chicago, was put in charge of Daniel Barr, 
who was succeeded by George McCormick. Later, C. F. 
Guffin succeeded McCormick. 


Dr. G. F. Schreiber was the first 


physician. He lived here for many 
years. 


The first aho« 


thops were start' 
ed by A l b e r t 
Bieschkc ST., 
and Joseph Kesel, 
both of Chicago. 
The Blay broth- 
ers manufactur- 
ed wagons and 
buggies, and they 
also had a gener- Darlene Choan 
al blacksmith shop. They were suc- 
ceeded by the Gross brothers and 
later the business wan taken over 
by Martin Grass, a member of the 
firm, 
' 


Hotel Change* Hands 


The first hotel was operated by 


Mrs. Cheney, who later sold out to 
Wesley Hyde. After a short time, 
ho In turn sold the business to Mrs. 
Henry Wlgum. At the time of her 
death ehe was succeeded by her 
daughter, Mrs. Katie Tressler. She 
erected the 
well-known 
Hotel 


Tressler. 


Dr. E. C. White succeeded Dr. 


Schrieber as West Brooklyn's phy- 
cian and surgeon. He also served 
as postmaster for many years. 


Herman Knauer also was in 


charge of one of the first black- 
smith shops. 


The 
Derr 
brothers replaced 


Nichols in the mercantile business. 


C. J. Smith was one of the first 


painters and decorators In West 


Brooklyn. August Chaon was at 
one time a mason in the village. 


Gehant Early Merchant 


H. F. Gehant of Viola township 


followed WiLiam Hoerner in the 
mercantile business. Gehant sought 
to improve the commercial and so- 
cial conditions of the village and to 
make a comfortable living. He had 
modern business methods and his 
shelves were filled with the best 
merchandise money could buy. He 
also started the Brooklyn News. 


It was through his tireless ef- 


forts that the village was incor- 
porated under the laws of Illinois 
in September, 1894. From that 
time, West Brooklyn took Its place 
in the ranks of municipalities of 
Lee county. 


Gehant also was the first mayor. 


Those who succeeded Gehant in 
this office were: O. P. Johnson, 
F. D. Gehant, F. W. Meyer, Jacob 
Michel, O. L. Gehant (who served 
19 years), John Dinges and Frank 
J. Gehant, who is our mayor at 
this time. 


Elevators Destroyed 


The first two gram elevators 


were destroyed by fire. The pres- 
ent elevator was built in 1907. It 
is owned by the Farmers Elevator 
company. 


June 1, 1897, was the day H. F. 


Gehant founded the Gehant Bank- 
Ing company. At that time it had 
a capital and surplus of $100,- 


Picturesque Village 


;ers of insurance, real estate and 
farm loans. The bank af the pres- 
ent time is operated by the sons 
and grandsons of Gehant. 


In 1874 the first school house 


was built at the a cost of $1,200. 
In 1900 a larger and better school 
was erected. There were three 
teachers employed in this first 
school. 


Methodist Came First 


The Methodist church was the 


'irst church erected in West 


000.00. It meets demands in mat-Brooklyn. A short time later a 


Catholic church was built. It was 
of a simple construction, but soon 
the congregation grew and a larg- 
er church was needed. In 1902 at 
the cost of 518,000, a brick struc- 
ture with a 125-foot spire was 
built. 


The first few families in the 


Catholic church were: Francis Gal- 
Hsath, Modest and Laurent Ge- 
hant, Frank and William Halb- 
maier, William Hoerner, 
Xavier 


Chaon, Joseph Huibsch, Leopold 
and Joseph E. Henry, Delphan and 


Polite Bresson, Eugene Vincent, 
Martin Gruss and Albert Bieschke, 
Sr. 


In 1908 this church was de- 


stroyed by fire, but was soon re- 
placed by a new and better struc- 
ture. The first pastor was the Rev, 
Lieslng. 
He was succeeded by 


the following: Fr. Berthold, Fr. 
M. B. Krug, Fr. C. Quinn, Fr. D. 
Healy, Fr. R. Hoerner, Fr. Brad- 
ley, Fr. B Guccione and Fr. N. 
Thiry. Present pastor is the Rev. 
James 
Lafferty, 
who studied 


n|ne years in Rome. 


Foresees Largest 


The Catholic Order of Foresters 


is the largest and strongest frater- 
nal organization in the village. 
This group has a large and in- 
creasing membership. The Modern 
Woodmen of America is the next 
leading organization. 


The village of West Brooklyn 


has been noted for its music. The 
Barrs' orchestra, 
organized 
in 


1908. was first to furnish music 
in the village. The younger folk 


began what was known as the 
West Brooklyn Cornet band. For 
many years these two musical or- 
ganizations furnished music for 
the whole county. 


F. M. Yocum is credited with 


bringing the telephone to 
the 


homes of West Brooklyn. 


Fire Hit* Village 


One of the worst disasters that 


has happened in West Brooklyn 
took place on a Sunday morning, 
when a terrible fire broke out. It 
destroyed the west end elevator. 


th* creamery, » hardware •ton, 
owned by F. D. Gehant, a meat 
market, an implement building and 
several other small structures. Al- 
most every resident battled this 
fierce fire. Immediately after this 
fire the West Brooklyn volunteer 
fire department was organized. 


The village at one time also had 


a department store, but it was al « 
destroyed by fire. 


Early Restaurant 


Josie Harris owned the first res- 


taurant in West Brooklyn. She 
sold out to Elmer Long, who ran 
it for many years. In 1940, Arthur 
Gunn became owner of the restau- 
rant and he added a hardware 
business. After these stores were 
closed, the village was left without 
a restaurant for a few years, until 
Arthur Vincent took up the but . 
ness in the old hotel. In 1950 he 
sold out to Fred Hellmuth. who is 
now the present restaurant owner. 


A big addition to the village 


was a cheese factory, which wai 
operated by Mr. Umland. He in 
turn was succeeded by Mr. Ruh- 
land, Mr. Grab, and by- the present 
owner, Mr. Liebzeit. 


The prosperous 
village store, 


owned by H. M. Chaon and sons, 
is operated by Wellington Chac^ 


Bracket Owns Garage 
* 


At present %ve have a garage 


owned by Howard Brucker. Sa- 
loons are operated by Carl Gehant 
and Sidney Bagnall. 


In the spring of 1950 Herschel 


Hoerner opened a new hardware 
store In the biulding"which served 
as the Gunns' restaurant. 


Jacob Michel Is our present post- 


master 
assisted by Miss Zelda 


Koehler. 
Amil J. Bernardin and 


Gene Gehant are the mail carrierli 


The chief amusement place In 


West Brooklyn is the bowling al- 
ley. 


The oldest person living in West 


Brooklyn is John Fassig, who cele- 
brated his ninetieth birthday In 
March. 
Fassig has watched the 


village grow from the very begin- 
ning. 
He was born on a farm 


about one mile south of West 
Brooklyn in 1861. 


If members of the younger gei£v 


eratlon are able to prosper and ad- 
vance commercially and socially 
as their ancestors did, the village 
of West Brooklyn will continue to 
be among the leading municipali- 
ties of the county. 


PAWPAW-Was Indian War Campsite 
Gen. Winfield Scott Made 
Stop in Paw Paw Grove 
While Pursuing Indians 


By H. C. BARTON 


Perhaps the first white man to stop at the site of the 


present village of Pawpaw was the famous army officer, 
Gen. Winfield S. Scott. During the Black Hawk war the gen- 
eral and his staff followed an old Indian trail that led from 
Chicago to Galena. In his autobiography, written many years 
later, Gen. Scott mentions a stop at Pawpaw Grove. 


After the Blackhawk War 


Indians were moved to 
Uons west of 
Mississippi and 
settlers prepared 
to move into 
northern Illinois. 
Anticipating this 
flood of immigra- 
tion the state in- 
structed e n g i - '2 
neers to survey a 
road which was 
to follow approxi- 
ma t e 1 y Scott's H. C. Barton 
old army trail. 
This road was 


called the Chicago-Galena Road. 


Named From Tree 


About 80 miles west of Chicago 


the road skirted a beautiful hard- 
wood grove of some 2,000 acres. 
In this grove grew numerous oaks, 
maples and walnuts. There was 
also a small tree unknown to peo- 
ple In many parts of the country 
which bore a sweet fruit somewhat 
like a banana in shape and flavor. 
This was the pawpaw and from 
this tree the village of Pawpaw 
takes its name. 


The first settlers located around 


the grove itself. Here could be 
found shelter, fuel and logs for 
building cabins. The grove lies 
on a divide between the Rock and 
the Illinois rivers and the settlers 
found it to be free from the ague 
and other diseases that plagued 
those who lived on lower ground. 


The first permanent settler at 


Pawpaw 
Grove 
was David A 


Town, a Vermontcr, who settled 
on the sheltered southeast side 01 
the grove in 1834. In the spring 
Of 1835, Edward Butterfleld buiH 
the first cabin on the present site 
of tho village. This dwelling was 
i >t only the first house, but it 
was built on the first claim. I 
was the home Of the first marricc 
couple. It was the first store, am 
U was the first house to be burned 


Three Named Pawpaw 


Settlers now began pouring intc 


the area and three villages spranj 
up around the grove each beann 
tho name of Pawpaw. On the eas 
side of the grove, and partly i 
• DeKalb county, was the village o 
• East Pawpaw. In a like manner 
settlement was started on th 
south side of the grove and wa 
called South Pawpaw. The prcs 
ent village of Pawpaw was calle 
West Pawpaw or Pawpaw Grove 
It was platted under the lattc 
&am«, To add to UM aiulUpllcit, 


of Pawpaws, the township in which 
the village was located was named 


'awpaw, and the adjoining town- 
hip in DeKalb county was also 
ailed Pawpaw. It seems that there 
were too many 
Pawpaws 
and 


ventually the Lee county town- 
hip of Pawpaw was changed to 
Vyomlng, after the Wyoming val- 
ey in Pennsylvania, from which 
many of the early settlers came. 


Stage* Pass Through Town 


The Frink and Walker stage 


Ine ran its coaches from Chicago 
.o Galena as soon as the state 
road was laid out. The stages 
>assed through the mam street of 
f'awpaw. Fnnk and Walker had 
.he government mail contract and 
for several months the drivers 
massed out the mail directly from 
.he coach to the eager settlers. 
Postage was paid by the recipient, 
and, as money was scarce, the 
driver sometimes accepted produce 
in lieu of money. 


In 1837 a star rojite was estab- 


lished and William Rogers became 
the first postmaster. Before this 
time the closest post office was at 
Somonauk about 20 miles distance. 
In 1839 a road from Princeton in- 
tersected the Chicago road at the 
corner of Main and Peru streets 
and Willard Hastings, 
Pawpaw 


merchant, began to carry mall be- 
tween Pawpaw and Princeton. The 
old Princeton rood is known to- 
day as the Angling road. 


First Tavern 


The first stage house or tavern 


was located on the Chicago road 
about half way between East and 
West Pawpaw. It was conducted 
by Isaac Balding and the stage 
stopped here as long as it ran 
through Pawpaw. 


At first the village grew slowly, 


and by 1847 there were probably 
less than 50 Inhabitants. The only 
business establishments were a 
smithy and a shingle mill. The one 
store had burned and was not re- 
built for several years. During this 
period peddlers supplied the vil- 
lagers with a variety of merchan- 
dise. 


By 1850, however, the village be- 


gan to grow. Field and Robinson 
started a general store and they 
were followed by a wagon maker 
a shoemaker, a harness maker, ant 
soon a second store. Two hotel 
were built at the intersection of 
the Chicago and the Princeton 
xoadc. 0a* At the hotel* the D«U 


Received Its Nome From Beautiful Grove 


more House, erected in 1851, stood 
until recently. 


School In 18S6 


The first schoolhouse in 
the 


township was a 'little pole school 
house' built in 1836. Emily Giles 
from Fox River taught the school 
for $1.00 a week and 
boarded 


around. For a number of years 
vacated cabins and private homes 
were also used for school purposes. 
All early schools were supported 
by subscription. The first frame 
school 
house in Pawpaw was 


erected in 1846. In 1848 school dis- 
tricts were established and in 


1860 the schools were graded. 


Settlers in tho vicinity of Paw- 


paw Grove had a genuine interest 
in education and in 1855 a stock 
company was organized which 
built an academy at East Pawpaw 
which took the name of East Paw- 
paw Classical Seminary and Teach- 


ers' institute. Many students who 
later became lawyers, physicians, 
ministers, 
and 
teachers 
were 


trained at this school. For many 
years the school published a paper 
called "The Students" Offering." 
The academy continued until high 
schools were established in the 


vicinity. 


School History 


For many yeais Pawpaw has 


maintained an accredited four year 
high school. The frame building 
standing on the west side of town 
burned in '1897 and a brick build- 
ing was erected in the cast end 


Pawpaw State Bank Instituted in 1901 


PAWPAW — One of Pawpaw's 


oldest business organizations is 
the State Bank 
of 
Pawpaw, 


founded in 1901 to replace the 
Union Bank, a privately owned 
establishment which was started 
in 1880. 


The present bank was formed 


by Davis Smith, B. J. Wheeler, 
S B. Miller, T. H. Stcttlcr, F. G. 
Fnber and Teal Swarthout. AH 
except Faber wore directors. Fa- 
bcr, although not a present stock- 
holder, is the only one of this 
group living today. 


Earlier, the Union Unk bad 


been founded in 1880 by M. M. 
Morris and P. C. Ransome. 
It 


had been taken over by Wheeler 
and Swarthout in 1887. 


Stock Han Grown 


Organized with a capital stock 


of $25,000, this figure has grown 
steadily. Also showing a healthy 
growth has been the number of 
stockholders in the bank. 
This 


figure has grown from the origi- 
nal six to 117. 


B, J. Wheeler was the first 


president of the bank and held 
that position until his death in 
IftLi. Teal Swarthout was fint 


cashier. He held that position un- 
til 1908. Frank Wheeler was the 
first assistant cashier. He be- 
came cashier in 1914 and held 
that post until Jan. 11,1946, about 
three weeks before his death. 


Early stockholders included Mrs. 


Clive Shaftoc, J. O. Baker and 
Ed Guffin. 
They arc still stock- 


holders in the bank. 
Dan Faber 


was also an early stockholder who 
is still living, but he Is not a 
present stockholder in the bank. 


McBride Early Head 


A. C. McBride became assistant 


cashier in 1902, cashier in 1908 
and ^resident ia 191*. H* held 


that position until the bank reor- 
ganized In 1933 and then remained 
in the bank as assistant cashier 
until ill health forced his retire- 
ment in 1937. 


Other early directors at vari- 


ous times were W. I. Guffin, Al- 
onzo IxiPorte, A. H. Rosenkrans, 
William Moffatt, B. F. Frantz, A. 
C. McBride, J. B. McBride, W. N. 
Coble, Frank Wheeler, J. H. La- 
Porte, W. T. Chaffee, Mrs. Eula 
Frantz Bcale, J. C. Larson, John 
Harper, J. A. Warren and A. D. 
Ycncrich. 


New Director* Namod 


Whoa' UM bank reorganized ia 


1933, a new board of directors 
was elected. 
They were H. A. 


Knetsch, president; C. A. Boyle, 
vice president; E N. Glbbs, J. C. 
Coble, Mrs. Nettie Miller and H. 
D. Yencrich. 


Other recent 
directors 
were 


C S. Firkins, George B. Tnber, 
Frank Wheeler, Carl Kindclber- 
ger and Stanley W. Knetsch. 


The present bank building was 


built In 1923 complete with a new 
vault that is safer than most In 
small-town 
banks. 
Depositors 


range from California and Ore- 
gon on the West Coast to N 


ia Uu East, 


of the village. This building also 
burned and in 1926, the present 
building was completed. Three 
years ago Pawpaw 
joined with 


several other villages in organizing 
the East Lee County Community 
Unit, which is the largest school 
district in the state in area. 


Pawpaw has three churched 


Baptist, Presbyterian and Meth- 
odist. The Baptists organized m 
1841 at South Pawpaw. In 1864 
they dedicated a new church build- 
ing. This building was moved to 
Pawpaw in 1873 and remodeled. 


About 1870 the Presbyterians 


began holding meetings in 
the 


schoolhouse. The Rev. A. S. Peck 
of the Wyoming church at Cottage 
Hill preached to them every two 
weeks. By 1875, howe\er, they ha(£ 
completed a building at Pawpaw. 
The Rev. Dr. Gibson of Chicago 
preached the dedicatory sermon. 


Methodists Build Church 


In 1869 the Methodists also met 


in the schoolhouse, but by 1875 
they, too. had completed a build- 
ing. Pawpaw, as a separate charge 
in the Rock River conference, ivas 
organized in 1879. Prior to the or- 
ganization of churches, services 
were held with more or less regi^T 
lanty by all of the denominations" 
m private homes. Several well 
known circuit nders visited Paw- 
paw, among them 
the 
famous 


Peter Cartwrighl 


Dining the pcnod of intensive 


railroad building in northern Illi- 
nois in the 1850's, Pawpaw had the 
misfortune to be missed by two 
trunk lines, the Burlington on the 
south and the Northwestern on the 
north. This caused a decline in th. 
fortunes of the village To par-- 
tidily remedy matters the town- 
s,hip bonded in 1869 to help build 
the Rock River railroad from Rock 
Falls eastward. The line was fin- 
ished to Pawpaw in 1872 and fin- 
ally terminated at Shabbona. It 
was immediately leased by the 
Burlington and is still being run 
by that line. 


First riijslrlan 


D. C Heath was the first phjv; 
sician to come to Pawpaw, but* 
Geoige S. Hunt was the first resi- 
dent physician. Dr. George Ryan 
located here in 1850, He after- 
wards became a colonel in the Civil 
War. Later physicians were i. H. 
Braffet, Thomas Stetler, and T. 
D. Palmer, names still remembered 
at Pawpaw. Still later Dr. Avery 
spent many years here and Dr. 
Fleming is the resident physician 
at the present time. 


Pawpaw, for a time, had twi. 


newspapers. In 1877 R. H. Ruggles 
issued the first number of the Her- 
ald. In 1878 E. G. Cass and J. B. 
Gardner started tho Lee County 
Times These men also published 
the Lee Monitor and the Compton 
Record. During nearly a half of 
Its existence tho Lee County Times 
was published by Ed Guffin, who 
still maintains a homo at Paw- 
paw. For a number of years, how- 
ever, Robert H. Carter 
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LEE COUNTYFARM BUREAU 


SERVES YOU 


Education 


The extension activities in the county are open- 
and free to all. They are conducted by the farrii 
adviser who is the official representativ of the 
College of Agriculture and the U.S.D.A. and is 
jointly hird by them and the Lee County Farm 
Bureau. 
- 
; 


Adult 


All phases of adult agricultural 
education are carried on to better 
the production and standard of 
living of the farm family. These 
include Agricultural Economics, 
Agricultural Engineering, Agron- 
omy, 
Animal Science, Dairy, Ento- 


mology, 
Forestry, Horticulture, 


and Conservation. Meetings, per- 
sonal consultations, 
farm visits, 


radio a»d newspaper publicity, and 
University and U.S.D.A. bulletins 
are Used to carry on this program. 


Youth 


Education has not stopped with 
the adult group. Through the 4-H 
program hundreds of youngsters 
of grade and high school age have 
been shown principles of better 
farming and better living. Rural 
Youth social and educational pro- 
gram for the youth and adult 
group from high school graduation 
to marriage is actively c onducted. 
Since youth is our most important 
crop more time is spent 'on it 
than any other single activity. 


Legislation 


The Lee County Farm Bureau elects voting delegates 
to the state organization, the Illinois Agricultural Asso- 
ciation. . These delegates bring resolutions passed in 
thie county to this meeting and vote on all others pre- 
sented. 


National, 
State and 


Local 


The Farm Bureau is active in ad- 
vancing favorable legislation and 
in opposing that which is unde- 
sirable. It is also active in seeking 
to obtain efficient administration 
of agricultural laws already on the 
statute books. Although agricul- 
ture is not as large as other 
groups it can command the atten- 
tion of law makers if a substantial 
percentage of farmers are mem- 
bers. 
It can act as a sort of 


balance wheel between opposing 
philosophies. 


Services 


Early in Farm Bureau history it became apparent that 
if farmers were to attain economic security, concerted 
effort would be required to purchase needed supplies 
of good quality as the most economical basis and to 
market farm products most efficiently. Thus subsidiary 
cooperative organizations came into being. 


lee Counfy 


Service Company 


This, a purchasing cooperative, 
was the first cooperative organ:- 
ized 
by the Lee County Farm 


Bureau in 1930. It has returned 
$600,000 in patronage refunds- to 
patrons who have purchased pe- 
troleum products, feeds, plant 
foods, and paints. Facilities are 
located at Amboy, Harmon. Frank- 
lin Grove, Compton and Sublettc. 


lee Counfy 


Insurance Service 


This service is especially geared to 
fit the needs of farm people. It 
provides a full insurance program 
for the farm family at a minimum 
cost through the "Country Life 
Insurance Company" with its var- 
ious "life" programs; 
"Country 


Mutual Casualty Company" with 
policies for automobile, employers 
liability, 4-H club calf, and cargo; 
and 
the "Country Mutual Firo 


Company" with policies for fire, 
wind on buildings and personal 
property, and hail on growing 
crops, 


lee Counfy 


Grain Association 


This company has facilities located 
at Lee Center, Ashton, Steward 
and Shaws,- thus servicing a large 
part of Lee County. Last year this 
company returned over $50,000 to 
farmers in the form of patronage 
dividends—$50,000 that stayed in 
the community to be spent again. 
It ha* returned more than a half 
million dollars since its start in 
1935. 


1NEWSPAPE.S 


Ask John Daly, on Route 2, 


What Farm Bureau Means 


To Him, and to His Family ... 


John started off by saying, "This farm of mine was run down. I had mediocre livestock and I was 
in debt when I started farming here 15 years ago. Today through the educational program of the 
Farm Bureau sponsored extension service I have built up the land, improved the fences and 
buildings and have developed a good livestock program. Today I am debt free and am raising 
a fine family. Not only has the educational program helped me do this but I have been able 
to market my grain and buy my feed cooperatively. Petroleum products, serum and virus and 
other biologies have been purchased cooperatively. This means a profit for these operations come 
back to me in the form of patronage refunds. It has meant that I have had the best of service and 
have purchased superior products. It gives me a great deal of satisfaction to know that respon- 
sible farm leaders are working for me in Springfield and Washington." 


Mrs. Daly also spoke enthusiastically about the Farm Bureau as well as the Home Bureau. She 
said, "The meetings on housing and landscaping have helped me establish an atractive and 
efficient home. I have helped my husband keep the Illinois Farm Record book and have a greater 
appreciation of what it costs to run and keep up a farm and know how much we can afford or living 
expenses. The Cold Storage Company helped me raise a healthy family. If anything happens to 
John his insurance program will protect us from distress/' 
Bernice, 18, said, "My 4-H and Rural Youth -work have helped me gain a lot of self confidence. My 
demonstration at the State Fair won a "B" ribbon. • Last year I was president of the 4-H club and I 
have just started in Rural Youth. This gives me a chance to meet young people from all over the 
county." 
. 


Bob, 14, said, "I made enough money from my 4-H pig project last year to buy a club calf this 
year so I will have two projects now. I had enough left over to buy a bicycle. Next year I am 
going to get into the Tractor Maintenance project." 


1915 
1951 


Thirty Six Years Service in Lee County 


lee Counfy 
Co-operafive 


Lee County farmers have been able 
to cut the cost of hog cholera 
scrum and virus and other biolo- 
gies used to prevent and control 
disease approximately in half, by 
administrating these themselves 
and purchasing them through their 
own organization. 


lee Counfy 


Cold Storage Co. 


The Leo County Cold Storage 
Company was the first co-opera- 
tive locker in the state of Illinois. 
It has facilities located in Dixon, 
Amboy, Sublettc, and Harmon. 
This company improves the farm 
standard of living by the preserva- 
tion of food In the lockers and the 
preparation of food for home 
freezer customers. 
' '• 
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©HIO - Lives of Pioneers Tell History, 
Town Named VUbrecht' in 
Early Days After Settler 
Who Owned Plotted Site 


The history of Ohio can easiest be told through the 


lives of some of their early pioneers who settled there. 


Mr. Pearl P. Michaels came to Ohio just a short time 


before the first issue of the Ohio Herald was published on 
November 14,1891. He was the editor, publisher, and owner 
of this paper, which was an immediate success. The mer- 
chants gave their full support to the paper through adver- 
tising and almost every citizens in the town subscribed to it. 


Michaels published the paper 


until 1895 when he sold it to J. H. 
Bhowalter of LaMoille. Michaels 
was greatly interested in promot- 
ing community affairs. He served 
as president of the school board 
(or 10 years, and at the time of 
his death he was president of the 
board of trustees of Ohio. 


Called 'Albrecht' 


Ohio was first call "Albrecht" 


from the man who laid out the 
town and owned the land on which 
the village was built This man, 
Jacob Albrecht, came 
to 
Ohio 


from Bavaria, Germany, about 
1850. He built his farm and home 
at the famous Dad Joe grove. One 
of the first things he did was 
to give the land for a school where 
a school now stands. Albrecht got 
the land direct from the govern- 
ment and was the first man who 
had a record of owning the land 
where Ohio now stands. 


Dr. A. N. Richardson was the 


first doctor in the new settlement 
of Ohio. Dr. Richardson lived from 
1842 to 1917, a time when doctors 


were paid in potatoes, lard or 
corned beef. Dr. Richardson was no 
exception to {his rule, but whether 
he was paid or not, he never re- 
fused a call. He was a man of 
excellent judgment, with the per- 
sonality, poise, ability 
and 
pa- 


tience so necessary in a small town 
doctor. 


Commercial Section 


One of the men 
who helped 


build up the commercial part of 
Ohio was James G. Ruff. "Jim" 
started a hardware store with his" 
father-in-law, Solomon Remsburg, 
in the 1870's when J. S. Kesslcr 
and M. Grumbune were buying 
grain and putting up the first ele- 
vators along the new 
railroad 


trades. 


One of the most famous names 


in Ohio history is that of "Dad 
Joe" Smith. After living in Peoria 
and Rock Island, he settled at Dad 
Joe grove for the purpose of en- 
tertaining travelers on the Galena 
road. For many years he had been 
a pioneer and was well accustomed 


Ohio's First Physician Paid in Potatoes, Lard 


to the habits and customs of the 
Indians. 


Andrew Ross is described as 


having a "truly dynamic person- 
ality." He was devoted to religious 
training and a devout follower of 


Alexander 
Campbell. He gave 


money to build his own church 
soon after the village was started 
and served as pastor in it much of 
the time. Almost every member 
of his family were workers in the 


church. 


Old fawn Hall 


The Old Town Hall was the 


center of social activities in the 
early days. It was built about 
1850 and was located just east of 


the school house, which stood on 
the A. A. Baker corner in the 
center of Ohio township. It was 
used for school entertainments and 
spelling matches. Will Shoemaker 
conducted singing schools there 


for three or four years. The hall 
wu used for church services as 
early'as 1867, with the Reverend 
Jordan as one of the first minis- 
ten. Sunday school was held there 
every Sunday and funerals were 
held in the* hall. 


About 1875 the Town Hall was 


moved to the village of Ohio and 
was enlarged. The hall was pro- 
vided with a new hard maple floor 
when the roller skating craze hit 
Ohio. Dances were very popular 
also. The first Lyceum Bureau en- 
tertainment was held here, as well 
as the commencement exercises 
for the first graduating class of 
the high school. 


Methodist Church 


The Methodist church of Ohio 


was organized in 1871 under the 
Reverend W. H. Jordan, pastor of 
the Limerick church. 
When the 


Ohio part of the circuit decided to 
become a station, it was organized 
with twenty members. During the 
latter part of the summer of 1871, 
work was begurf on a church in 
Ohio and was completed in June, 
1872. 


In the summer of 1873 a new 


parsonage was built and that fall 
the Rev. Kelley became the first 
resident minister. In 1910 the Rev. 
E. LeRoy Steffey, secured enough 
pledges to build a new church, but 
before he could accomplish this he 
was moved to Adrian, Mich. In 
1912, Rev. L. S. Kidd carried out 
the plans, and the church which 
now serves the village was built. 
* 
Catholic Church 


In 1874 it was decided to build 


a Catholic church in Ohio. Prior to 


this time the people of Ohio had 
been cared for by priests from 
Dixon and Am boy. Land was pur* 
chased from the Dewey brothers 
and Father McDermott, pastor at 
Dixon, supervised the building of 
the church. On March 1, 1875, the 
Rev. P. J. Gormley became the 
first pastor and took up the wort^; 
of completing the church. 


Father Flynn came to the Ohio 


parish in March, 1899, and built 
the brick rectory which was ready 
in April, 1900. In March, 1903, he 
bought the site south of the old 
Town Hall on which to erect a 
parochial school. A brick building 
was completed on this site and was 
ready for classes in 
September 


with an enrollment of almost 100 
children. There were five teacheref. 
in charge, Sisters of Mercy from"' 
Ottawa. 


Next Father Flynn presented 


the parish with an old people's 
home. In 1904 he purchased the 
house 
on 
Lawn Hill, formerly 


owned by Mr. A. S. Walters, and 
turned it into a home for the 
aged. 


Opera House 


In 1907, a stock company was 


formed for the purpose of selling 
shares to build an opera house.** 
This company was so successful 
that by Thanksgiving of the same 
year the Ohio opera house was 
opened to the public and a grand 
ball was held. 


There were many other pioneers, 


too many to list here, who contrib- 
uted a great deal toward making 
Ohio the successful little town it 
is today. 


NACHUSA- Indian for 'White Hair 
Early Ladies Went to Dixon 
Church on Handcar; Town 
Once Lively Trading Post 


By MRS. ALVIN KRAHENBUIIL 


The present village of Nachusa was laid out in the fall 


»f 1853 on land owned by Colonel Dysart and George Baugh. 
The village was quite a lively trading post. They received at 
that time 150,000 or 300,000 bushels of grain yearly. Nachusa 
got its name in honor of Father Dixon, to whom, in early 
times, the Indians applied the name "Nachusa," meaning in 
their language, "white hair." 


In 1855 or 1856 Mr. Dysart and 


another man engaged In the mer- 
cantile trade. This building could 
also be called the general store. 
In 1860 a large elevator was built. 
It was operated by John Dysart 
and Israel Slothower. This ele- 
vator was torn down and a new 
one built in 1947. Storage bins 
were added in 1950, followed by a 
large scale. This is a prosperous 
grain center at the present time. 


.First School in 1868 


The first schoolhouse was built 


In 1868 and was used until 1949 


i when it was sold 
to John Sprang- 
{ler and moved. 
; The teacher in 
11868 was John 
Barnes. This 
building was a 


;; neat little frame 


" structure. Before 


83 the church was 


built it was used 


Mrs. Krahcnbuhl [Or church pur- 
poses. The new two-room school- 
house which was completed in 1950 
is modern in every respect. There 
are two teachers, Mrs. Coral Lam- 
bert, who teaches the first four 
grades with an enrollment of 22, 
and Mrs. Edith Bennett, who 
teaches the upper grades and has 
an enrollment of 19 pupils. 


Church in 1850 


The first church built was the 


German Baptist (more familiarly 
known as the Dunkard) in 1850. 
This church was located where the 
former toolhouse stands, at the 
Emmcrt cemetery. This church 
had a basement, kitchen and sleep- 
ing room above the audience room. 
They hired different ministers to 
preach sermons here. When the 
Baptists had their district meeting, 
the people came for miles and 
would stay two or three days. 
Some brought their bedding and 
slept upstairs in the church and 
others stayed at the homes of 
neighbors. 


The present church in Nachusa 


was built in November of 1887 
with Reverend Bcmsbcrg as pas- 
tor. The bell was installed Nov. 
14. 1887, but was struck by light- 
ring and burned in 1941. Since the 
church was built it has had sev- 
eral additions including a base- 
ment./ At the present time they 
have an oil burner and an electric 
organ. Pastor Luther Cooperridcr 
Is the minister now. 


First Blacksmith Shop 


i 
The first blacksmith shop was 


Ipened in the village in 1855 or 
1856 by Mr. Farwcll. There was 
also a paint shop and John S 
Eicholtz manufactured wagons anc 
earriages. In 1868 a blacksmith 
and repair shop was added. This 
was located at the present Wesley 
Hockman residence. In 1867 Israc 
Elothower ran a blacksmith shop 
and was associated with John Dy- 
•art in grain trade. 


-When Colonel Alex P. Dysart 
returned home from service 
h 


brought a Negro slave back with 
him by the name of Peter Hatcher 
Later Peter was married and lived 
In a poorly constructed house on 
the present William Johnson prem 
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ses. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hatcher 
iiad six children who were all edu- 
cated in the Nachusa school. They 
were the only colored people who 
ever lived in Nachusa. The parents 
and some of the children arc bur- 
ed in Emmert cemetery. 


Telegraph for Doctor 


In the early days 
cows and 


hickens ran all over the town and 
leople had their gardens fenced in 
o keep the animals out. If the 
itlzens needed a doctor, they went 
o the depot and telegraphed Dixon 
or a doctor. 
In the earliest days 
(around 


875) most of the people were 
rish. The 
ladies went to the 


Catholic church in Dixon on a 
land car. 


In a873 there was a general 
tore and post office combined 
across the street west of the pres- 
nt post office. This was operated 
>y Horace Street The upstairs of 
this structure was used for Sunday 
school and the people had their 
church suppers there. It was also 
used for a dance hall. The building 
was torn down and a new one built 
n 1875. This store was larger and 
also included the post office which 
was operated by William Dysart. 
In 1918 this structure burned. 


Peddled' Meat 


George Weyant and Frank Cole- 


man ran a slaughter house in 1889 
and peddled meat in 
wagons 


around to the farmers. 


Most of the Irish worked on the 


railroad. Then in 1873 they began 
to leave and 
the, 
Pennsylvania 


people began to arrive. Bigger and 
better homes were then construct- 
ed, the first of which was built in 
1884 by George Eicholtz for Wil- 
liam Dysart. At present this home 
is owned by Alvin Krahenbuhl. 
The present 
Charles 
Spangler 


home was the second of these 
homes to be built and was to be 
used as a hotel, run by Mr. and 
Mrs. Dan Eicholtz. 
The 
Kelly 


Bates property was the third home 
built. The present Mrs. Cora and 
Mary Eicholtz home was built in 
1896 and has always been in the 
Eicholtz name. 


Post'Office Built in 1907 


Around this time there was a 


barber shop, implement building, 
a blacksmith shop run by W. H. 
Shaver, and a harness shop run by 
Miles Johnson. These were all lo- 
cated just south of the tracks on 
the west side of the road. 


The present post 
office 
was 


built in 1907 with C. B. Crawford 
as postmaster. C. H, Strong is 
postmaster at the present time. 


The cut-off on the railroad from 


Nelson to Nachusa was installed 
in 1909. In 1949 the tower and 
agent were removed and an auto- 
matic system was installed. 


Around 1901 Mr. Arbogast op- 


erated a shoe repair shop on the 
present Wesley Hockman prop- 
erty. An ice cream parlor east 
of the present Joe Suter garage 
was operated by Guy Eicholtz in 
1916. 


Nachu&a Home Opened 


The Nachusa Home was for- 


mally opened May 12, 1904, with 
six children enrolled. This 45-acre 
tract was given to the home by 
Mrs. Mary Shippert. The home was 
rebuilt following a fire in 1911 or 
1912. A second fire occurred in 
1928 and it was again rebuilt in 
1929 or 1930. This is the present 
home which consists of three cot- 
tages, a two room school building, 
a three car garage and a group of 


Early Grain Shipping Center 


four farm buildings. 'At present 
time there are 48 children en- 
rolled and Reverend Leroy Weighe 
is superintendent 


The public buildings in Nachusa 


now include a "modern two room 
school, church, modern elevator, 
post office, and a grocery and 
meat market. 


Nachusa Once a Trading Post 


Platted in 1863, Land Was 
Part of Federal Grant to 
Aid Railroad Construction 


The history of Eldena is closely connected with the his- 


tory of Dixon. South Dixon township, in which Eldena is 
located, was originally a part of Dixon township. 


. Eldena was platted July 10, 1863, on land owned by the 


Illinois Central railroad. This land had been part of a federal 
grant-to the railroad to aid in the "construction. Stephen O. 
Douglas, the great Democratic senator from Illinois during 
the 1850s, pushed legislation which enabled the 1C to obtain 
this grant of public lands. 


The land was platted while 


South Dixon was still a part of 
Dixon township. At the February 
session of the board of supervisors 
in 1867, the town of South Dixon 
was detached from Dixon. 


Remained in South Dixon 


Included in the land detached 


was Eldena' and all of town 22, 
range 9, except the northern tier 
of the section. In 1877, the land 
north of the Chicago & North- 
western railroad was restored to 
Dixon, but Eldena, being south of 
the railroad, remained in South 
Dixon township. 


The first house in Eldena was 


built by Reuben H. Chancy. He 
also built a store to service farm- 
ers of the surrounding commun- 
ity. Soon after Chancy settled in 
Eldena, other houses were con- 
structed. 


The proximity of the railroad 


made it possible for farmers in 
this area to ship grain without 
having to cart it into Dixon. The 
first grain house was built by Reu- 
ben Trowbridge, Reuben H. Chancy 
and Daniel Brown. Later an ele- 
vator was built to provide more 
storage space for grain. 


Settled Early 


The family of Reuben Trow- 


bridge, one of the grain house 
owners, settled near Eldena very 
early in the history of South Dixon 
township. 


Eldena has declined as a grain 


shipping center. The main reason 
for that is the fact that not as 
much grain is grown in the region 
as was in the 1870s and '80s.' 


Today there are a great many 


dairy herds in the Eldena region. 
Milk is shipped to Dixon dairies 
and the Borden cheese plant. As 
far back as 1914, one cow from 
this area was recorded as produc- 
ing 64 pounds of milk in one day. 


The Lee county home for the 


poor is located about one-half mile 
from Eldena. The home has 100 
acres, part of which are under cul- 
tivaton. 


The first Norwegian to come to 


Lee county was Ommen Hillison, 
Americanized from Amund Hcl- 
geson, a Hafdanger who left Nor- 
way in 1835. 
In 1837 he walked 


from New York to Chicago with 
the avowed purpose of taking up 
land which he had heard was to 
be thrown open to settlement and 
sale. 
Hillison 
finally 
located 


In Bradford township and after 
a few years married Mis» Cath- 
erine £, RcinharU 


Even Fire, Lightning Foil 
To Hinder Progress of 
* 


Nachusa Lutheran Church 


The history of St. Paul's Lutheran church, Nachusa, 


is a story of a community enterprise which has existed for 
63 years since the laying of the cornerstone in 1887. 


The small white church at Nachusa has continued to 


draw worshipers all through this period despite difficulties 
which included destruction of the bell and tower by lightning* 
on July 18, 1941. 


Fire following the 
lightning 


strike destroyed the tower and 
cracked the bell, but by the 65th 
anniversary of the church's or- 
ganization on Aug. 9, 1952, the 
congregation plans to have a new 
bell and tower ready for dedica- 
tion. 


First Congregation 


Forty-five adults were united 


with the congregation as charter 
members. Deacons elected at' the 
organization meeting, Aug. 9,1887, 
were J. B. Eicholtz, J. S. Eicholtz, 
C. A. Hcrbst and Henry Hcrbst. 
The Rev. W. L. Rcmsberg was on 
hand to welcome the new mem- 
bers. He had come to the parson- 
age at Dixon in 1886 as pastor of 
the South Dixon charge of St. 
James and Zion Lutheran churches. 
He noted the 
thriving 
Sunday 


school at Nachusa and on May 21, 
1887, received permission from his 
joint councils to proceed with the 
organization of a congregation at 
Nachusa to become a part of the 
South Dixon charge. 


W. C. Dysart offered the use 


of his hall to the proposed church 
and Sunday school. 
In August, 


1887, after the gathering of an 
initial $2,100, work was started on 
a church building. John Spangler 
gave the lots. John Shank began 
the excavation. 
Henry 
Ha'rtzell 


hauled the first load of stone from 
the 
quarry 
belciv Stony Pont 


school house. On the subscription 
list appeared 102 names of per- 
sons giving a total of $2,399.50. 
The building committee, A. P. Dy- 
sart, chairman, J. S. Eicholtz, sec- 
retary, W. C. Dysart, tlohn Shank, 
G. A. Hcrbst and Henry Herbst 
reported that the total cost of the 
original 
church 
building 
was 


$2,686.75. 


Lay Cornerstone 


Samuel Bechtelheimcr and Hir- 


am Eicholtz supervised the build- 
ing. Aiding them were Emanuel 
Bosley, 
Akland Stoudt, James 


Rice, 
James 
Gordon, 
Edward 


Herbst, Edward Trostle and Alex- 
ander Hamilton. The cornerstone 
was .aid Sept. 4, 1887. The church 
was completed and dedicated on 
Dec. 11, 1887, after workers la- 
bored all night on Saturday com- 
pleting last-minute details. 
By 


JUV. L, H. COOPERRIDER 


PRESENT CHURCH 


that time the church was debt 
free. The building had been a com- 
munity enterprise, built by the 
joint efforts of members and non- 
members. 
- 


The congregation 
remained a* 


part of the South Dixon charge 
until Nov. 1, 1906, when it was 
separated and united with 
the 


Mary E. Shippert orphans home 
under the pastorate of the Rev. v- 
C. E. Wirick. On Dec. 3, 1908, this 
arrangement was terminated. A 
parsonage 
was 
built 
in 
the 


summer of 1908. On June 1, 1911, 
the Rev. John M. Herbst, a son of 
the congregation, returned as a, 
full-time pastor. 
' •£' 


Redecorate Church 


In August, 1912, the church was 


redecorated at a cost of $150. At 
Christmas, 1912, a piano was pur- 
chased at a cost of $250. In 1914, 
the church was wired for electrici- 
ty at a cost of $39.50. In 1916, the 
Sunday school addition was erected 
at the north end of the church at 
a cost of approximately $900. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1918 the church^ 
was redecorated at a cost of $283;; 
In 1924 a basement was put under 
the church. On March 4, 1944, a 
service of rededication was held 
commemorating the complete re- 
modeling and refurnishing of the 
chancel and the 
installation 
of 


pews. A Hammond organ was in- 
stalled in 1947. 


Present Pastor 


The Rev. Luther H. Cooperrider 


is presently pastor. After serving* 
from July, 1948, as pastor at Na-^ 
chusa and part-time assistant at 
St. Paul's Lutheran church, Dixon, 
he became full-time pastor at Na- 
chusa, Feb. 1, 1950. The congrega- 
tion now numbers 177 baptized 
members. 


The organizations of the church 


are a., follows: a Brotherhood with 
33 members, a Women's Mission- 
ary society with 28, a Senior 
Luther league with 16, an Inters 
mediate Luther league with 11, a* 
Sunday school with 144, a choir 
of 16, a junior choir of 23, an 
Altar guild of four and the Truth 
Seekers class (adult) with 25. The 
congregation is governed 
by a 


council of seven including the 
pastor. 


The first church erected in Ash- 


ton was the Methodist, in 1863, 
It was a temporary building to 
hold down a donation of a lot unti/' 
a better church could b* built. 
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MT. MORRIS-Was Once a Prairie 
First Settlers Found Only 
Hills, Rolling Grassland 
Where Town Was Built 
' (The material for this article was taken from the book. "Mount Morris, 
Past and Present," written by Harry J. Kable of Mt. Morris) 
A description of the region around Mt. Morris in 1837 


as told by the first settlers, is most fascinating. The present 
site of the village was an open prairie. What is now the cen- 
ter of the business section was then the crest of a hill of con- 
siderable size, the land sloping from it in all directions. Most 
of the ravines and hollows were in a wet, boggy state, and 
the streams and ponds retained the water from rains much 
.longer than now. 


The prairie land on the crest of 


the hill on which Mt. Morris was 
built contained about 10 square 
•miles. This area was surrounded 


4* by heavy timber. The log cabins 
" built at that time were of the most 


primitive character. * They were 
generally 
one-story 
structures, 


with no conveniences of any kind. 
From the most reliable informa- 
tion, it appears that John Phelps 
was the original pioneer in this 
vicinity, having visited the county 
and taken up a claim several miles 
' 
east of Mt. Morns in November, 
1833. In the summer of 1836, Sam- 


^uel M. Hitt and Capt. Nathaniel 
^Swingley came on an exploring 


trip from Washington county, Md., 
to this locality and 
found 
the 


Phelps family living on their claim 
east of Mt. Morris. 


Returned to Maryland 


Larkin Baker had a cabin and a 


eJairn about four miles southwest. 
Hitt and Swingley went out upon 
the prairie 
and made several 


claims, including the present site 


ifc of Mt. Morris, They rem-ained here 


the summer but in the 


autumn returned to Maryland and 
hired a number of men to settle 
with them in the new country, 
promising to pay them a dollar a 
day for their services, which in- 
cluded building houses, splitting 
rails, building fence, breaking the 
prairie 
and 
harvesting 
crops. 


Among those thus engaged were 
Michael Bovey, Adam, Daniel and 
John Stover^Balka Niehoff, Sam- 
' uel Grove, Eli Householder, Wil- 
liam McDannel, Abram and Jona- 
than Myers and Fred Finkbohnar. 
This party started for their new 
homes in the west in the spring of 
1837. Householder, McDannel and 
Daniel Stover Were accompanied 
by their wives. Mrs. Elizabeth An- 
keny, sister of Nathaniel Swingley, 
with her son and daughter were 
also members of the party. 


L 
The Maryland Colony 


Of these early settlers who con- 


stituted the "Maryland Colony" 
(so called as most of them were 
from Maryland) most of them re- 
mained in the vicinity. 


The village of Mt. Morris was 


trustee of Rock river seminary 
who owned the entire tract of land 
on which the village now stands. 
The seminary reserved eight blocks 
for its purpose and laid out 27 
blocks containing 310 lots. John 
McFarland built one of the first 
houses in the village and John 
Ankney, who had settled at Blk- 
horn Grove soon after the Black- 
hawk War, moved to Mt. Morris in 
order to educate his children and 
built a house in town. Dr. James 
J. Beatty, who came from Mary- 
land, was' the first physician. The 
first birth in the village was that 
of John Rs .Pctrie, son of F. G. Pe- 
trie. in about 1840. The first burial 
in the cemetery was a little daugh- 
ter of Nathaniel Swingley. 


Store In 1841 


As far as can be learned, the 


first Store in Mt. Morris was open- 
ed in October, 1841, by Daniel 
Brayton and his son, Frederick. 
This was a general store in an 
addition on the west side of a 
small house which they erected 
that summer, located just west of 
the present Wishard building. The 
senior Brayton was a Methodist 
minister and occasionally preached 
in the old seminary chapel. After 
the death of Daniel the business 
continued in the Brayton family 
for many years, first by his son, 
Frederick B. Brayton and then by 
his son. Thus the first store estab- 
lished • stayed in the same family 
throughout the entire early history 
of the village. The second general 
store 
was 
opened by Samuel 


Brents. This store was located on 
the northeast corner of Wesley 
avenue and Front street. In 1877 
the first bank was established by 
Charles Newcomer and Issac Rice 
and continued for nearly 20 years 
when it was consolidated with the 
Citizens Bank. The hotel business 
dates back almost to the founding 
of the village. Daniel Brayton kept 
a public house from the time of the 
establishment of his store in 1841. 


Erected First Tavern 


The first regular tavern was 


erected by James Clark several 
vcars later. In 1851 W. S. Blair 


offiically laid out in 1841 by the opened Blair's hotel in the brick 


Settled by the 'Maryland Colony' 
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house on the corner of McKendrie 
avenue and Bangs street and this 
hotel continued in operation until 
about 1880. 
In 
1854 Jonathan 


Mumma built the old hotel on the 
present site of the Kable Inn, 
which was known as the "Eldorado 
House." It was purchased in 1858 
by J. M. Webb and continued for 
many years as the Webb hotel. 
This building was torn down in 
1894 and the front part of the 
present hotel erected by Charles 
Rohrer. 


Seminary Famous 


The name Rock River Seminary 


is perhaps fading from the memo- 
ry of the younger generation, but 
to the older citizens of Mt. Morris 
and to the thousands scattered all 
over this broad land, the remem- 
brances of that grand old institu- 
tion of learning will live until they 
are effaced by the hand of death. 
The seminary was founded in 1839, 
chiefly by the exertions of a few 
public-spirited settlers living in the 
vicinity. These gentlemen were 
strong advocates of liberal educa- 
tion'and had previously instituted 
and supported a school called the 
Pine Creek Grammar school. The 
first term of the Rock River Semi- 
nary commenced on the first Fri- 
day in November, IS'10, and con- 
tinued 22 weeks,. with a goodly 


number of students. The 
first 


board of instruction consisted of 
Prof. Joseph N. Waggoner, princi- 
pal and professor of languages; 
Rev. Lyman Catlin, professor of 
mathematics; and Miss Cornelia A. 
Russell, preceptress. The second 
term commenced the first Friday 
in May, 1841, with the same board 
of instruction and a primary de- 
partment in charge of Mrs. Fanny 
Russell. This was the town school, 
under the charge of the seminary 
and, of course, increased the num- 
ber of students. 


Forced to Close 


The. Rock River Seminary, one 


of the most outstanding institu- 
tions of education, enjoyed a glori- 
ous career for 40 years, but during 
the late seventies, became involved 
financially and was finally forced 
to close in 1878. In 1879 this prop- 
erty was purchased by the Church 
of the Brethren, or Dunkards as 
they were commonly known, and 
the school was reopened under the 
name of Rock River Seminary and 
Collegiate Institute. In 1884 the 
college's name was again changed 
to Mt. Morris College and until 
1932 was one of the most outstand- 
ing colleges in the northern part 
of our state. 


The first newspaper published in 


Mt. Morris was in January, 1842, 


by Jonathan and Emanuel Knodle. 
This paper was named the Rock 
River Register and was the first 
paper published in Ogle county. 
It was a small five-column sheet 
printed one page at a time. It's 
motto, suggested by Rev. T. S. 
Hitt. was "We hope to be recog- 
nized as a fellow-laborer in the 
noble* work of enlightening the hu- 
man mind." The terms were $2.50 
in advance, or $3 if not paid in ad- 
vance. 


Fluent Writer 


Emanuel Knodle, the first editor 


of the Register was a very spicy 
and fluent writer. In February, 
1942. Mr. Knodle was taken ill 
and died in April of the same year. 
He is said to have been a young 
man of extraordinary ability and 
he lived would have had a brilliant 
future without a doubt. 


So after a period of less than 


two years Mt. Morris was again 
without a paper. Seven years pass- 
ed after the failure of the Register 
before anyone had the courage to 
try anothr newspaper venture, but 
in February, 1950, J. Frederick 
Grosh and Tomlmson Ankney pur- 
chased the material with which 
the Rockford Free Press had been 
printed, removed it to Mt. Morris 
and in March the first issue of the 
Mt. Morris Gazette was published. 


It was a seven-column folio sheet. 
tolerably welt printed and ably 
edited. It was professedly neutral 
m politics, but the editor was very 
independent in the expressions of 
his opinions. The Gazette, how- 
ever, was not a success financially, 
and the publishers after a year's 
experience discovered that its pub- 
lication was losing business. In the 
spring of 1851 they disposed of 
the material to R. C. Burchcll of 
Oregon, who removed it to that 
place and established the Ogle 
County Gazette, afterwards the 
Reporter, which still exists. 


Other 


There were several other papers 


that came into short-lived exist- 
ancc in the next few years, but in 
July, 1890, Charles T. Coggins es- 
tablished the Mt. Morris Index 
and conducted the paper with con- 
siderable success. In September, 
1898, the Index was sold to Harvey 
J. and Harry G. Kable and the first 
issue printed by the new publishers 
was dated Sept. 7, 1898. So with 
very little experience and no capi- 
tal the Kable twins started on a 
career which developed into Mt. 
Morris' 
chief 
industry. 
Kable 


Brothers company is a nationally 
known printing establishment. 


Flrxt Trnln In 1871 


It was not until 1871 that Mt. 


Morris had any railroad service. 
The first passenger train was run 
to Mt. Morris on Nov. 12, 1871, 
and the people celebrated the event 
in grand style. A. W. Brayton was 
the first station agent in Mt. Mor- 
ris. His night operator was H. D. 
J udson. 


In the history of Ml. Morris is 


recorded the occurrence of three 
tornadoes, one passing 
directly 


over the village on the morning of 
June 8, 1874, the second devasta- 
ting a path of destruction across 
the southeast corner of the town- 
ship on he evening of May 18, 
1898. The third occurred on May 
9, 1918, and came dangerously 
near the town. Fortunately no lives 
were lost in any of the three tor- 
nadoes, a l t h o u g h considerable 
property was destroyed 
on all 


three occasions. 


The village of Mt. Morris has 


two cemeteries, one known as the 
Plainview cemtcry or the "Old 
Cemetery" Bituated in the south- 
west corner of the corporation, and 
the 
other, Oakwood 
cemetery, 


nearly a mile west of the corpora- 
tion limit. 


Pout Office O|x-nrd In 1841 


The records of the post office de- 


partment indicate that the Mt. 


Morris post office was established 
March 31,1841, and waa opened for 
business May 4 of that year. John 
Sharp was the first postmaster 
and his compensation from May 4, 
to June 30, 1841, was $3.86 and the 
net proceeds of the office for that 
period was $1.01. In 1937 a $50,000 
post office was erected on the 
northwest corner of the old college 
campus. It is most modern in de- 
sign and it is a fnf cry from the 
old stage coach service that was in 
Mt. Morris for a number of years. 


Four Protestant denominations 


are well represented in Mt. Morris 
and each has a commodious place 
of worship. And though they differ 
somewhat in faith and practice, 
still they dwell in perfect harmony. 
Methodist Episcopal church was 
established in 1837 with the Rev. 
Barton H. Cartwright as pastor 
and is believed to be the oldest 
The Trinity Lutheran church was 
founded in 1856 with Rev. Nicholas 
Stroh as pastor. The Church of the 
Brethren was founded in 1867 with 
Elder D. E. Price in charge of serv- 
ices. Mr. Price was a very religious 
man and it was said that he could 
repeat the entire New Testament 
from 
memory. 
The 
Christian 


church (Disciples of .Christ) was 
organized in March, 1880, by State 
Evangelist J. 
H. Wright with 


about 40 charter members. Rev. 
G. W. Ross was engaged as pastor. 


Mt. Morris' first bank was es- 


tablished in 1877 by Charles New- 
comer and Isaac Rice. Mr. Rice 
sold his interest in 1880, and Mr. 
Newcomer continued the bank un- 
til 1899. In the meantime Joseph 
L. Rice and John Rice established 
the Citizens bank in 1893, and in 
1899 absorbed the Bank of Mt. 
Morris. In 1914 this institution was 
incorporated as a state bank,and 
the name was changed to Citizens 
State bank. 


Printing Principal Industry 


One of the important businesf 


enterprises in Mt. Morris is th| 
publishing firm incorporated undej 
the name of Poultry Tribune com- 
pany. This company publishes 
three Important poultry 
maga- 


zines: Poultry Tribune, Hatchery 
Tribune and Turkey World. The 
Poultry Tribune, which is the 
leading poultry magazine in the 
United States was brought to Mt. 
Morris from Freeport by R. R. 
Fisher in order to secure the print- 
ing facilities of Kable Brothers 
Co., in 1917. 


The Kable News company or- 


ganized in 1932, is engaged in the 
national newsstand distribution of 
magazines and periodicals. The 
company makes distribution to 
approximately 750 wholesalers sit- 
uated 
throughout 
the 
United 


States and foreign countries. 


SUBLETTE - Old Wagon Trail Station 
Pioneers Used Grain Sacks 
To Bridge the "Bottomless' 
Mud Holes on Chicago Road 


Here is one more township carved out of old Inlet. It 


joins Lee Center on the south and its inhabitants took active 
part and stood up against the common enemy, the banditti, 


• with the same courage. 
• 
Sublette in the earliest days was inhabited by the sturdi- 


est of settlers. 


The eastern terminum of Pales- 


_ tine Grove will be found in this 


township. Knox Grove is almost 
exclusively in this township, along 
Bureau creek. 
The old Chicago 


4» road running from Princeton ran 


through Sublette township. A part 
of another old state road running 


• from LnSallc to Grand Detour in 
the halcyon days of the latter, 
may be traced through the town- 
ship to this very day, through sec- 
tions 17 and 18. The old Black 
Hawk trail made by the army in 
1832 on its trip to and from Otta- 
wa and to and from Fort Wilbourn 
—the old telegraph stage line be 


.» twecn Dixon and Peru—entered 
" the town at the northwest corner 


of section 30 and left near the 


• center of the south line of the 
same section. 


Came From Ottawa 


It seems agreed that the first 


permanent settlement began here 
in the year 1937. Jonathan Peter- 
son came from Ottawa in October, 
1836. He had come originally from 
New Hampshire. He spent the 
^ winter of 1836-37 at Ottawa. In 
9- Febmary, 1837, he started for Lee 


• county. During the summer he 
made his claim on the northwest 
quarter of the section. 


He built his cabin just over the 


• line in what became Lee Center 
township subsequently. 
Then he 


returned to New Hampshire where 
•he married and in 1838 he returned 
to Sublette. 


In June, 
1837, 
Sherman L. 


^ Hatch reached Dixon. To him Inlet 
» appeared more promising and he 


went to the house of C. F. Ingalls, 
who had settled there the year 
previous. This autumn he made 
his claim on the southwest quarter 
of section 7, where he built a log 
.house. As though imitating the 
example of -Peterson, he immedi- 
ately returned to Vermont, waa 
married, and the next year he re- 


• turned. 


FcMpndrn'ii Arrived 


A 
In the Autumn of 1838, Thomas 


and William Fcssenden, with their 
families, came into Sublette from 
New Hampshire. 
They 
claimed 


lands in sections 6 and 7, built a 
log house on the northwest quarter 
of 7, and moved into it in Decem- 
ber. This is called the first real 
settlement in the township. 


In 1838, Joseph Knox settled in 


the south end of the grove which 
took on his name. The same year, 
Sylvanus Peterson moved into the 
southeast quarter of 5. Sometime 
before the year 1840, John Morton, 
R. E. Goodsall settled. In 1839, 
Daniel Baird settled on the Grand 
Detour and LaSalle road. 


Built First House 


In the same year, 1839, Phineas 


Rust built the first frame house in 
Sublette township on section 30. 
Phlo Standdard and Thomas A. 
Engicr were there in 1840. Thomas 
Tourtillott was there, too, in 1840 
and built a frame house, and O. 
Bryant settled on the old Chicago 
road, on section 35. 


Hiram Anderson, the man whose 


claim was jumped, lived in Sub- 
lette. The exact description of that 
celebrated claim is the northeast 
quarter of section 33, and 1843 was 
the year during which Anderson 
settled on it. 


German Character 


About this time came Ephriam 


Reniff, Alpheus Crawford, Daniel 
Pratt, Levl Camp, Prcscott Bart- 
le't, Silas Reniff, Mr. Rogers, John 
and Hezekiah McKunc. 
At this 


period, in 1844, the imigrahts who 
came to Sublette were to throw 
the character of the settlers from 
New England to Germany, and to 
thin day Sublette bears the imprint 
of Jacob Bets!, the firm German 
settler of Silblette. He took up a 
claim, the southeast quarter of 
section 33, near the timber known 
aj» Perkins Grove. He erected a 
log house and without loss of time 
began breaking up 
the 
virgin 


prairie. Like Hotzcll of Bradford, 
!M became the pole alar of old Mid 


Modern Concrete Now Covers Wagon Ruts Through Sublette 


young German friends back home. 
He wrote them his experiences and 
his views, and the next year, 1845, 
Mathias Rcis came there to live, 
finding a hearty 
welcome. He 


spent the summer and fall with 
Mr. Bctz and.in the winter tirn,e 
he split rails for Mr. Betz all 
winter for 50 cents a day. 


Germans Predominate 


In Sublette and Bradford the 


Germans predominated and do to 
this day. Now the children have 
spread over into China and Ash- 
ton, and the population is made 
up largely of German people. Some 
of them belong to the fifth gener- 
ation. 


Chicago fhfi Market 


Chicago in those days was the 


market place, and 
in common 


with others who were compelled 


•to go there, bad roads, sloughs and 
swamps played havoc many times 
with their journeys. One of the 
remedies to prevent miring down 
was to place sacks of grain ahead 
of the wheels, drive over them 
and, after a long and tiresome ef- 
fort, the other side was accom- 
plished and much good grain was 
spoiled. Groceries generally were 
all that could be brought back in 
exchange for the grain. One of Mr. 
Rcis' trading places was near the 
present site of the courthouse in 
Chicago and there for a while was 
posted the sign, "Beware! No Bot- 
tom." Later, Peru became the mar- 
ket center for the people of that 
part of Lee county. Travel was in- 
vited that way and greatly accele- 
rated by the laying of a plank road 
for several miles. 


Had Plank Road 


That plank road was regarded 


with the same feeling as settlers 
in a favored locality regarded the 
railroad when it came and super- 
seded the plank road. This plank 
road was called the toll road for a 
considerable while it made Peru 
famous. 


Bartholomnl Theiss, an old sold- 


ier, came with his family, consist- 
ing of four sons and. two daugh- 
ters, John, Jacob, Godfrey, George, 
Margaret and Catherine, to Lee 
county. May 5, 1846, and located 
in Sublelte. Mr. Thelss possessed 
great will power, courage and en- 
durance. For 
many years' he 


served under Napoleon Bonaparte 
in the latter's campaign In Italy, 
Prussia, Austria and Russia, which 
was so fearful and disastrous. He 


had the distinction of being the 
only soldier under Napoleon who 
lies buried in Lcc county, and it 
is doubtful if there is another in 
the limits of the state. 


Built Catholic Church 


In the early '50s, the members 


of the Theiss family built the first 
Catholic church in Sublette town- 
ship, known ever since as the 
Perkins Grove Catholic church, or 
as St. Mary's church. The old 
church still stands as well as the 
cemetery in which Mr. Theiss was 
buried. 


Hoffman Family Arrived 


George Hoffman and his family, 


consisting of his wife and three 
sons and two daughters, came' to 
Sublctto in .the summer of 1845. 
They, too, were old friends of 
Jacob BeU, and they aettled near 


Perkins Grove. Henry, the oldest 
son, married, and by consistent 
work and economy he accumulated 
600 acres of good land. The father, 
George Hoffman, 
died in 
1909, 


leaving his widow, seven sons and 
three daughters. 


Shoemaker Settle* 


George Biber landed in Sub- 


lette township in the summer of 
1852. He was a shoemaker and 
worked at his trade until the year 
1S58 when he returned to Ger- 
many to be married. He returned 
with his wife and bought a lot in 
the village of Sublette and built a 
house, one room.of which he used 
a* his shoe shop. 


Ftrat Pout Offkv> 


The first post office established 


was (hat of Broomfield, maintained 
«t the bom* of Daniel Baird, This, 


was about 1840. In the year 1841, 
Bryant burned a kiln of brick and 
like his Maytown neighbor, he suc- 
ceeded. Just over the line in May- 
town, taverns were kept by men 
named Richardson, Daniel Baird, 
Thomas Tourtillott and another 
name Morrison. 


The only Indians even known 


to Sublette people were the Shab- 
bona and Pottawatomics, who used 
to ride to and from the swamp 
near Walnut Grove along the Chi- 
cago-Princeton road. Green's mill 
at Dayton, on the Fox river, for a 
long while was the milling market 
for the settlers. 


Some littue time after Lee coun- 


ty was set off, Maytown and the 
west half of Sublette was known 
as Bureau percinct and the polls 
were held at the home of Daniel 
Baird. The east half of the town- 
ship was incorporated with Brook- 
lyn township. 


Name Wan Changed 


In 1849 the county was divided 


into townships instead 
of 
pre- 


cincts, , and this 
township 
was 


Hamo. The railroad named the vil- 
lage Sublette. In order to secure 
harmony, and to get the name of 
the township changed to Sublette, 
a petition was1 sent to John V. 
Eustace, who during the winter of 
1856-57 represented the district in 
the legislature, and the latter se- 
cured the desired change. 


The first town meeting was 


In April, "1850. Alpheus Crawford 
was chosen moderator and Daniel 
Baird was made clerk 
of 
the 


meeting. A tax "of 12 ft cents was 
voted to be assessed on every one 
hundred worth of taxable prop- 
erty. T. Porter was assessor; Silas 
D. Reniff, collector; Daniel Pratt, 
overseer of the poor; Hiram An- 
derson and W. H. Hamlin, high- 
way commissioners; Samuel Av- 
erill and Thomas S. Angler, con- 
stables; and Alphues Crawford and 
Andrew Bertholf, Justices of the 
peace. 
\ 
The City of Amboy was origi- 


nally incorporated under a special 
charter Feb. 16, 1857, but it was 
not until May 8. 1888. that it was 
reorganized under the city and 
village laws of the state. 


The Illinois or Illinois confed- 


eration of Algonquin tribes occu- 
pied the Rock River country in 
1722. 
This 
confederation 
was 


composed of the Cahokias, Kas- 
kasklas, Michi£ameas, Peoriu and 
Tamaroaa. 
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GOMPTON - Once a Stagecoach Stop 
Second Point to Be Settled 
In Lee County; First Coach 
Arrived on January 1,1834 


By DOROTHY MAE DONAGH 


Believing that the new stage road between Galena and Chicago 


would open many possibilities, Zachariah Mclugin, at the suggestion of 
"John Dixon. selected the grove now known as the Burg for a stage 
coach station. This was the second point in Lee county to be settled. 
The first stage coach traveled through Jan. 1,1934. 


The Indians were numerous but friendly. Melugin's long evenings 


were generally spent with the Indians paying him friendly calls. 


In the spring his sister, Mary. 


came from Sangamon county and 
lived with him until Ooctober 12. 
1834, when at Ottawa he married 
Mary Ross of Ross's Grove, De- 
Kalb county. Miss Melugin was 
alone many days in the midst of 
Indians who called her a "brave 
squaw. 


First Wedding 


During this summer she visited 


Mrs. Dixon at Dixon's ferry. There 


she met John K. 
Robison who had 
s e r v e d in the 
B l a c k H a w k 
war. At the close 


the war he 


had 
become a 


teacher for the 
y o u n g children 
at Dixon's Ferry. 
On Sept. 10,1835 
they were mar- 
ried at the home 
of Z a c h a r i a h 


Miss Donagh 
Melugin by Rev. 


Harris, a Methodist circuit rider. 
This was the first wedding to be 
performed at Melugin's Grove. 


Mr. Robison built his home a 


half mile from Mr. Melugin's. It 
was a typical pioneer cabin made 
of unhewed logs, chinked with 
pieces of wood and plastered with 
a mortar of clay. Certain marks 
on the doors or side of the house 
indicated the time of day and the 
position of the Big Dipper indicated 
the time by night. Gourds were 
used for baskets, basins, cups, dip- 
pers, soap dishes, etc. 


Taught School 


John K. Robison brought to 


Melugin's Grove the first currant 
bushes. He was not only the first 
teacher at Dixon and Mclugin but 
the first justice of the pssce at 
Melugin. He taught school in his 
own home until the first school- 
house was built in 1837. He at 
that time had eight pupils in his 
class. 


The first 
tailor was 
Henry 


Vroman. 
The first postmaster 


was Abram V. Christeance and he 
was also 
the • first 
constable. 


Charles Morgan and son were the 
first merchants. Dr. Bissell was 
the 
first 
physician. Cornelius 


Christeance was the first white 
child born. 
John Melugin and 


W. W. Gilmore followed, all being 
born in 1835. 


Services In Homes 


Church services were held at 


private houses when the circuit 
rider came, until a church building 
was built. (The first church to be 
organized 
was 
the 
Methodist 


Episcopal church, organized in 
1837. 'The first Sunday school to 
be organized was in 1847 or 1848 
by Rev. Haney of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 


A. V. Christeance was the next 


settler. 
He settled in June of 


1835. 
He and Mrs. Christeance 


traveled with an ox team from 
Schenectady, N. Y. By the time 
they had reached Melugin's Grove 
she was so tired she declared she 
would go no further. Their son, 
Cornelius, was the first child to 
be born there. He was employed 
as a tavern keeper at Melugin's 
Grove. 


Selected Claims 


John Gilmore came at about 


the same time as Mr. Guthrie in 
1834. 
These men selected their 


claims upon arrival. 
Then Mr. 


Gilmore returned for his family 
and Mr. Gutherie to settle business 
affairs. 
Mr. Gilmore paid fifty 


dollars for the northeast quarter 
of section three. Guthrie took up 
his claim further east. This was 
known as Guthrie's Grove and 
later as Little Melugin Grove. 


The only work to be done was at 


Ross Grove in DeKalb county. 
John Gilmore and William Guthrie 
walked to work, starting at the 
first of the week and returning 
Saturday night with their wages 
in provisions. 


Tavern Opened 


Later John Gilmore added to 


o 


his house and opened a tavern am 
stage house. In the fall of 183( 
William Guthrie 
married 
Miss 


Ross of Ross Grove. Mr. Gilmore 
made a great day of it for his 
old friend Guthrie. He hooked up 
his best yoke of oxen, took his 
wife and younger children, Mr. 
Guthrie, and two lady friends and 
made the trip to the wedding. The 
wedding day was made one of the 
greatest days of DeKalb county. 


O. P. Johnson located at the 


west end of the grove and opened 
a tavern. 
Ho married Elizabeth 


Ross, one of the historic Ross 
family of DeKalb county. Ezra 
Berry settled there in 1835. He 
married Miss Eleanor Melugin, 
sister of Zachariah Melugin. 


The first schoolhouse was built 


n 1837 and Zachariah Melugin 
was the first teacher succeeding 
Mr. Robison. 


Mr. Melugin wrote a poem pub- 


ished in the Rock River Register. 
This was the first paper published 
on the 
Rock river. Zachariah 


Welugin died in 1842. His wife 
then married William Atkinson. 


Scotchman Buried 


The first funeral was that of 


Mr. Little, 
a 
Scotchman. His 


body was the first to be buried in 
the cemetery. 


A Masonic lodge was organized 


at the home of, O. P. Johnson in 
1858. The first 'officerjj were John 
2. Corbus, master; John Gilmore, 
icnior; Jonathan N. Hyde, senior 
leacon: Oliver P. Johnson, junior 
deacon; J. R. Bisbee, secretary; 
Villiam Guthrie. treasurer; and 
Robert Ritchie, tyler. 


Jonathan N. Hyde was elected 
lerk of the circuit court from 
•Iclugin. Zachariah Melugin, under 
Dr. Corbus and others of the old 
guard became master of the po- 
itical game and bossed county 
>olitics. 


Until 1873 Melugin's Grove pros- 


pered. Then the Kinyon railroad 
vent through Brooklyn township, 
about a mile to the south of 
Welugin's Grove. Looking for new 
respects most 
of 
the people 


moved from there into Compton. 


Compton Built Store 


The first house was a store built 


)y Joel Compton in a corn stubble, 
t faced the railroad. The house 
was completed in the spring of 
873. The next house was a small 
meat market built by M. M. Avery. 
A. grain elevator was owned and 
perated by Warner and Guffin. 


The Farmer's and Trader's bank 
vas established. 
Officers were, 


Charles Bradshaw, president; L. 
Carnahan, vice president; H. L. 


Indians Once Roamed on Compton Scene 


'ordham, 
cashier, 
and 
A. B. 


'ordham, assistant cashier. A 
NTational bank, the capital stock 
vas $25,000 and deposits 
were 


about $40,000. 


There were two hotels, 
the 


Compton and the Young's hotel. 
One of the'liotels was under the 
management of Mr. Card. It was 
>ne of the best hotels in the state. 


Mercantile Store Huge 


The Compton Mercantile com- 


iany store was owned by Joseph 
Kaufman. Edward A. Bennett and 
ohn L. Clapp. It was one of the 
argest stores of the area. 
It 


arried a large stock and trans- 
.cted an enormous annual busi- 
aess. 
, 
' 


W. H. Dishong was the hard- 


vare man. John Archer ran a 
rocery and a dry goods store. 


H. A. Bernardin had a fine furni- 
ure store, demons & demons 
id a fine business in blacksmith- 
ng, wagon making and general 
epairing. The Illinois Northern 
Utilities company gave day and 
ight electricity and power serv- 
ce. There wag a Masonic lodge in 
Compton. Cement sidewalks were 
juilt throughout the village of 


Compton. The Yokum Telephone 
system served Compton. Harvey 
A. Cook reported as high as $40,- 
000 had been received 
by 
the 


Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy 
railroad in one. year at Compton. 


Compton Schools 


Compton 
accommodated 
the 


pupils in a three-room, two-story, 
frame building, the successor of 
the one-room school 
that 
had 


stood some 20 years ago in the 
west part of Compton. The school 
was made famous by the superior 
work of one of its instructors, Will 
Farrand, & brother of Judge R. S. 
Farrand of the circuit bench. 


An important enterprise was the 


Chandler hospital. 
It was built 


by Dr. A. W, Chandler." Patients 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
came to the Chandler hospital for 
treatments. Mrs. Chandler was 
very skillful in administering the 
anesthetics. Chandler hospital was 
one of the biggest institutions in 
Lee county and outranked any 
institutions in the area. 


First Church Started 


The first church, the Methodist 


was organized in 1837 at the house 
of Gachariah Melugin and 
the 


Rev. S. R. Beggs became the first 
pastor. He was also a circuit 
rider. Until about the year 1850 
church services were held in the 
school-house. Then a church was 
built. 
Later in 1860, another 


building was erected and that was 
moved to Compton, where it was 
considerably enlarged. 


When Mr. Compton 
platted 


Compton he reserved a block of 
ground for a park, in which he 
planted trees. In this he erected 
a pagoda and there the Compton 
band gave summer concerts. 


In 1890 Compton had a popula- 


tion of 234. The population in 
1900 was 428. Compton's present 
population is 323. 


Society Organized 


The Woman's Society of Chris- 


tian Service of the Compton Meth- 
odist church was originated in 
1940. Mrs. W. A. Richardson was 
the first president. 
At %present 


Miss Marie Rasmussen is presi- 
dent. 


The president of the Woman's 


Club at the present time is Mrs. 
Urban Zimmerman. The 
presi- 


dent of the Legion Auxiliary is 
Mrs. Cora Beemer. 


The East End Sportsmen's club 


was organized in 1948. The first 
president of the club was Charles 
Place. 
William Zimmerman is 


now the president. 


The Royal Neighbors was organ- 


ized April 10, 1910. The first 
oracle was Ada Corwin. 
The 


present oracle is Mrs. Wendell 
Swope. 


The Lucky Seamers 4-H club 


was organized in 1947. The leader 
at that time was Mrs. Oswald 
Kutter. Present leaders are Mrs. 
Leroy Moore and Mrs. L. D. Miller. 


Legion Post Formed 


Brooklyn Post No. 657 of the 


American Legion was organized 
May 26, 1920. The first com- 
mander was Frank I. Card. The 
present commander is Lloyd Mer- 
riman. 


The Compton Methodist church 


burned October 7,1945. The pastor 
at that time was the Rev. Barcnt 
Johnson. The present pastor is 
the Rev. Leroy Moore. The Comp- 
ton Methodist church was rebuilt 
in 1948. 


The Compton -restaurant burned 


April 4,1950. It was at that time 
operated by Louis Skelly. In 1950 
it was rebuilt and is now known a», 
Gene's Soda Grill. It is operated 
by Gene Archer. 


On March 1, 1940 rural routei 


1 and 2 at Compton were con* 
solidated into one known route 1. 
Ralph Carnahan who had carried 
mail on the former route 1 wa*"l 
transferred to rural route 3 ar 
Rochelle, Illinois. 


Regular carrier Amil J. Bernadin 


of route 2/ on March 1, began 
service on the combined routes, 
serving routes 1 and 2 known as 
route 1. Frank F. Donagh is the 
present postmaster, having served 
consecutively for the past 17 years. 


No Doctor Now 


Dr. C. G. Pool, practicing physi- 


cian and surgeon, passed awa.lD 
eight "years ago in February and 
from that time Compton has been 
without a physician. 


At present the president of the 


Compton Community club is Mr. 
Francis Bauer. 


MELUGIN GROVE, 


LEE COUNTY 


Established May 8, 1841 


Postmaster, Abram Christeance: 


date of appointment, May 8, 184ri 


William T. Morgan, 
Nov 13, 


1852. 


Thomas D. McClune, Sept 3, 


1857. 


William T. Morgan, March 12, 


1858. 


John C. Corbus, Feb. 16, 1860. 
Abel W. MacFarland, .Sept. 25, 


1862. 


Matthias Holdren, Jan. 16, 1865. 
Johnathan N. Hyde, May 5,1865. 
Jason Youngs, Aug. 14, 1866. *t 
Francis N. Hyde, April 29, 1868. 
Henry H. Carnahan, July 20, 


1869. 


Joseph F. Cole, Feb. 10, 1873. 
Name of office changed to 


Compton, Lee county, 


July, 16, 187S 


Postmaster, Joseph Banks; date 


of appointment, July 16, 1873. 


George W. Bradshaw Sept. 13, 


1877. 


William W. 
Gilmore, Dec. Tfl 


1885. 


Joseph F. Cole, March 21,1889. 
James P. Anglemler, July 24, 


1893. 


Willis N. Hills, July 2, 1897. 
Arthur A. Anglemier, Aug. 8, 


1914. 


Willis N. Hills, July 11, 1921. 
Frank F. Donagh, Dec. 21,1933. 
Frank F. 
Donagh, 
March 8, 


1945. 
_ 


SCARBORO-Town Was Built in 1904 
Vermonters Bought Town 
Site for $1.25 an Acre; 
Now Big Grain Terminal 


By MRS. JOHN GROVE 


The land upon which Scarboro is located was purchased from the 


United States government in 1851 by Gilbert E. Durin, one "of three 
brothers who came to Lee county, Illinois, from Vermont in 1840. The 
land was had for $1.25 an acre. In 1865 it was purchased by William 
Grove, great grandfather of the wife of the present owner, and in 1877 
It was sold to Lewis' G. Durin, grandfather of the present owner of 
the land surrounding the town. 


Scarboro came into existence in 1904 when the Chicago, Milwaukee 


and St. Paul railroad built a new railroad through this farm from 
Rockford to Ladd for the purpose of hauling coal from the mines to 
the northern parts of the state, and it' was decided that this would be 
a good location for a town. Thus Scarboro came into existence. 
At 


first a box car was used for a depot, but as soon as possible a depot 
was built. Until the present time only four men have held the position 
as station agent, with Frank Wiley, of Paw Paw, having the honor of 
holding the position for 31 years. 


Scarboro is a village with a 


population of 60 and is located in 
the township of Willow Creek, in 
the east end of Lee county. It is 
two and one half miles east of 
highway 51, and one mile north of 
highway 30. From 1904 until 1929 
it was served with passenger, mail 
and express service by the railroad, 
but due to changing conditions this 
was discontinued, and mail is now 
delivered by rural mail service 
from Steward, which is five miles 
to the north. 


Fir>>t Rrtiidcnre 


The first residence m the new 


I town- was built 
by Lewis G. Dur- 


who wanted 


back to 


farm 
after 


lived in 


Rockford w i t h 


w i f e and 


daughter, 
Ida 
M. 


Mrs. Grove 


since 1892, 
l i v e d in 


Miss 
Durin, 


He 
this 


house until his death in 1908. This 
is now the home of his grandson 
Lewis W. Durin. 


Scarboro, being located in the 


center of a rich grain section, 
grain elevators were the first large 
buildings erected. In 1904, Shearer 
Brothers of Steward built a 30,000 
bushel elevator which was man- 
aged until 1910 by Robert Hough, 
who now lives in Mt. Morris. A 
part interest in this elevator was 
then' purchased by J. O. Helgcn 
who now lives in Ash ton. This firm 
then sold out in 1926 to. the Scar- 
boro Elevator Co. The second elc 
vator was also built in 1904, by the 
Neola, Elevator Co., who owned a 
chain of elevators. This was aolt 
in 1908, to a group of farmers 
who were incorporated under the 
intine of The Scarboro . Elevator 


IV 
® 


company. This elevator last year 
handled about 900,000 bushels of 
frain and also stored over 50,000 
>ushels of corn for the Commodity 
redit corporation, besides having 
. large merchandise business. 


Store Erected In 1905 


The first general store was 


erected early in 1905, and was 
owned and operated by Ray Ander- 
son, Rochelle, who is now owner of 
the Rochelle Asparagus Farms. 
In 1908 he sold' the store to P. J. 
Schoenholtz, who operated the 
Business until his retirement when 


turned it over to his son, P. G. 


Schoenholtz, who still owns and 
conducts the business. In 1908, P. 
J, Schoenholtz was appointed post- 
master for the first post office in 
Scarboro, which was located in his 
store, where it remained until 
1918, when Mrs. John Grove was 
appointed postmaster. The post 
office was then moved to the John 
Grove store, where it remained 
until it was discontinued in 1929 
This store was built by Cass Byre 
in 1910, and was used as a genera! 
store by John Grove until 1948 
when it was sold and remodeled 
into a home. Grove then moved 
his business into the Rees building 
which was formerly a garage. In 
1907, Harry D. Rilcy started a 
blacksmith shop, which he oper- 
ated until he moved to a farm near 
Lee Center. 


Early Settler* 


Some of the early settlers of this 


territory, whose descendants stil 
reside near here, are listed, with 
the year in which thpy came to 
Twin Grove: 
James Thompson, 1844; Cummings 
Noc, 1844; Jacob Hochatrasser 
1849; Lars L. Risetter, 1847; Lewis 
G. Durin, Ira S. Durin, and Gilbert 
E. Durin (brothers), 1849; Ethan 
Durin 
.(father),, 1853; Joseph 


Land Was Purchased From Government 


Barnhard, 1851; William Burd, 
1852; Henry Cobb, 1852; Jacob 
Fisher, 1853; John L. Lutz. 1859; 
William Ambler, 1859; and John 
Yetter, 1859. 


The first dwelling" in Twin Grove 


was a log cabin, which James 
Thompson built of split logs, with 
a wild grass roof. Fort Dearborn 
was their post office and trading 
point. They hauled their grain 
with horses or oxen and drove 
their cattle and hogs to market on 
foot. 


The first concern of these early 


settlers, after they moved into 
their homes, was of their churches 
and schools. We havo no record of 
early churches, but know that 
church services were held in the 
early schoolhouscs. 


Among the facts known was 


that Maria Holton was the first 
teacher. She taught in a private 
house until the school was built. 
She later married Edward Ells- 
worth. They at one time .had 
charge of the Twin Grove post 
office in their home. The mail was 
carried by stage coach over the 
trail from Lane, now Rochelle, to 
Earlvillp. 


Elect School Director* 


The first records of a school 


near what is now Sca»-boro, then 
called District No. 3, and known 
as the Twin Grove school, show 
that in July, 1852, the voters of 
the district met at the home of 
Isaac Gardner for the purpose of 
electing three school directors. 
James Thompson, Isaac Gardner 
and L. G. Durin were elected the 
first directors. From .the records 


still remaining, it seems that 
school was held in an old house 
until 1857, when this house was 
sold at auction and the $125 real- 
ized was used to help build a new 
schoolhouse. The records for the 
next few years show mostly only 
the names of the directors elected, 
and that the coal, lumber and other 
supplies were hanled both from 
Signers' store at Earlvillc and 
from Lane, which is now Rochelle. 
In 1866, an entry shows that the 
text books to be adopted were to 
be McGuffey's scries of spelling 
books and readers and Rays arith- 
metics and, algebras. In March, 
1869, this school building with all 
books and "apparatus" "belonging 
to the district burned, 


Plan New Building 


During the week after the fire, 


a meeting of the directors was 
called to make plans for a new 
school building, and on March 22, 
a contract was signed for a build- 
ing 18 feet by 24 feet and 11'^ 
feet high, on a stone wall two feet 
high. Sills to'be of good pine, six 
by eight inches, studding two by 
six inches, Joist* two by eight 
inches, lath and three coats of 
plaster. To be seated with 20 seats 
with patent iron standards, six 
windows, one door, chimney, two 
coats of paint, Venetian blinds 
painted green and all to be done in 
a workmanlike manner and to be 
completed by June 1. Cost to be 
$625 and bonds payable in one, 
two and three years were issued to 
the amount of $600. This new 
building for some unknown reason 
was built, across. the road from 


where the old one stood and in a 
grove, and was used here as a 
school untl 1908, when it was 
moved to Scarboro and served as 
a school for three years, until a 
new one was built, in 1911. 


Dlxonlte First Teacher 


One of the best known teachers 


of this school was L. W. Miller, 
now of Dixon, who began his 
career as an instructor in Novem- 
ber, 1888, at the age of 18. His 
salary was $30 a month and as 
his home was four njiles from the 
school, he rode a bronco pony back 
and forth. He later was elected 
Lee 
county 
superintendent 
of 


schools and held this office for 28 
years. 


In 1911, a fine new one-room 


school was built on the south end 
of the town. Miss Ida Durin con- 
tributed one half of the cost of 
this new building. School is still 
being held In this building which 
is in District No. 271. 


In 1874, a meeting was called 


at the home of John Yetter to 
consider the building of a church. 
John Yetter, William Dunkelber- 
ger, John Hochstrasser, J. L. Lutz 
and Gotlieb Hochstrasser were 
elected to serve as a building com- 
mittee. J. J. Meyer was given the 
contract to build the building. In 
November, 1875, this church was 
completed and dedicated as the 
Twin Grove German Evangelical 
church, with Bishop J. J. Esher 
officiating, assisted by the Rev. 
J. Schaefle, presiding elder. 


Church Location 


This church was located about 


one mile east of Scarboro, and in 
1907, George Noe, George Yetter 
and T. C. Kelly were appointed to 
have charge of the moving of this 
church to Scarboro. Others who 
helped with the 
moving were 


student pastor, Rev. I. L. Sweitzer, 
now district superintendent, and 
G. W. Durin, who gave the land 
for the new site adjoining the 
school grounds. In 1918, the David 
Wilman home, located across the 
street, was purchased for a par- 
sonage. 


During the past year, under the 


leadership of the Rev. Melvin 
Shafer, a new modern parsonage 
was built on the church 'property, 
just north of the church. It is 
occupied by the Rev. and Mrs. 
Shafer and son Teddy. Floyd Mc- 
Caslin, Rochelle, purchased, and 
is now living in, the old parsonage. 


The Ladies Aid society of the 


church was organized in 1907, at 
the home of Mrs, George Yetter. 
The first officers elected were Mrs. 
George Yetter, president, Mrs. 
Gorge Noe, vice president, and 
Mrs. Florence Smith, treasurer. 
Meetings were to be held twice a 
month, on Thursdays, in their 


. They ruled that not more 


than six kinds of food could be 
served at each meeting and eachp 
member was to pay 10 cents. This 
society has been in continuoiif 
activity to the present time and 
recently purchased a new Ham- 
mond electric organ for the church. 


Thus,. we have given a short 


history of Scarboro and. commu- , 
nlty, which was formerly known 
as Twin Grove, from the earliest 
records to the present time. 


Dixon Once Site * 
Of a Thriving 
Flour Industry 


By H. W. MORRIS 


Before 1880, there were several 


flour mills operating by water 
power at the dam in the Rock 
river at Dixon.' 


The mill race extended from th^ 


dam to a point at the east end 
of the present parking lot between 
Galena and Ottawa avenues. The 
mills were all built out 'over the 
river and all faced south. That 
was before the railroad switch 
track ran downtown. 


Wheat was shipped in bulk in 


box cars to trucks drawn by two 
horses. The trucks brought the 
wheat from the cars to the mill.<p 
where '-it was again shoveled by 
hand. 


The long store building on East 


River street, now used as a store- 
house by the Dixon Home Tele- 
phone company, was the old coop- 
er shop where many workmen, 
called coopers, made wooden bar- 
rels for the mills. Each barrel 
would hold 200 pounds of flour. 


When the truck drivers would 


Unload the wheat, they would re-* 
load the trucks with the barrels 
of flour and take them on their 
return trip to the depot. 


In the spring of 1880 there was 


an explosion in one of the mills. 
Fire broke out and the mills were 
destroyed. 


The first death in the township 


of Nachusa was "Old Michael" a 
man who worked for Mrs. DcWolf-. 
This was about 1840, and at thi.f 
burying ground which Michael's 
time Mrs. DeWolf gave the little 
grave dedicates. It was known aa 
the DeWolf cemetery. 


About the year 1847 a two-story 


brick building was erected in the 
village of Lee and used for a 
school. 
The term began in the 


fall of 1848. Hiram McChcsncy, 
from Troy, N. y., was the first 
teacher. 
*, 
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NELSON-Railway Town, Began in 1S80 
Scenic Rock River Village 
Developed After Opening of 
Nelson Station in 1857 


By MRS. EARLE STITZEL 


^ The town of Nelson, comprising about two-thirds of a 
Sk-mile-square'township, has not yet become so populous nor 
so abounding in wealth as to occupy an exalted position in 
the household of Lee county; yet it yields to none in its 
claims-for merit and respectability. 
Beautiful Rock river 


forms its northern boundary, and the Chicago & North West- 
ern railroad runs through from east to west, crossing the 
river at the western line of town. Nearly midway between 
Dixon and Sterling lies the un- 
pretentious little village of Nelson, 
many of whose male inhabitants 
parn livelihood in the employment 
V the railroad company. The large 
schoolhouse is Used for religious 
services and other meetings. 


Most of the farming land near 


the town Is of excellent quality, 
and the prosperity of its farmers 
is shown by the dwellings and by 
large barns. Indeed few towns in 
Lee county can boast of as beauti- 
ful farm buildings as are found 
In Nelson. 
§The first settlers located in the 


ivn during the 1830s and 1840s 


when Nelson existed as an adjunct 
of Dixon. In 1859. two years after 
the opening of Nelson station, the 
town became a reality. 


Stone First Settler 


The first settler of Nelson town- 


ship was Luther 'Stone who came 


in 
1836 
a n d 


staked his claim 
on 
section 
29. 


*Iis 
two 
sons, 


B u r r 111 
and 


Samuel, accom- 
panied him. Ab- 
ner 
Coggswell 


settled there in 
1843, Charles F. 
Hubbard c a m e 
in 1837. Lewis 
Brauer, Nathan 


• Mrs. Stitzel 
Morehouse 
and 


Charles N o b l e 


|rere among the early settlers of 
Tselson. Luther Stone erected on 
his claim a large log house and 
In that he kept tavern for many 
years. 
The first supervisor of 


the township, was Abncr Cogswell. 
The first justices of 
the 
peace 


were Daniel Uhl and George Jones. 


Name Town Officers . 


The first assessor was Michael 


Troutman. The first'collector was 
R. Henry Heaton, all 
of whom 


were elected in 1860. the year the 
township 
was 
organized. 
The 


township did not attract early 
settlers. It was sparsely settled 
prior to 1854. In that year. Jacob 
and Solomon Harding, Daniel Uhl, 
John and Eli Geiger came. William 
Uhl settled on the northwest quar- 
ter about 1852. Frederick Hau'pt 
and his son, Fred, and Gerhard H. 
Missman settled in the township 
in 1855. and Eli Lloyd the next 
year. 
Arthur 
Phillips. 
John 


Mooers, Michael Trautman, Elijah 
Walker, _Henry 
Heaton, 
Albert 


Hubbard" and 
Conrad 
Hartman 


were among the settlers of the 
early or middle '50s. 


The Zion Lutheran church was 


organized in the township at an 
early date and services were held 
in a little schoolhouse located on 
the southwest quarter of section 
23, which was built about 1856. In 
a short time a larger schoolhouse 
was erected on the spot, which 
was also used for church services 
until 1880. The cemetery which 
was started within the same en- 
closure where the small school- 
house stood, has been enlarged and 
is controlled by the Pine Grove 
Cemetery Association and is in- 
corporated under state law. 


Nelson Platted 


Dec. 22. 1862, the "Town of 


Has 629 Residents 


Nelson" was platted on land of 
Willard S. Pope and Samuel Nel- 
son. In 1902 and 1903 the Chi- 
cago and Northwestern 
railroad 


company built a branch, leaving 
its main line at Nelson and run- 
ning thence to Peoria. At fjclson 
they erected large 
coal 
sheds. 


This has given impetus to. the 
village. Nelson had a population 
of 454 in 1880. and iri*1900, of 586, 
as shown by the census. 


John McKinstry, one of the first 


settlers in Nelson, arrived in 1857 
and started the town of Nelson 
as a station on the Northwestern 
Railway, six and one-half miles 
west of Dixon. It was a tract of 
wild prairie and often during the 
night the howling of the wolves 
would salute his ears. Wild game 
was to be had in abundance not 
far away. 


OjM-ns First Store 


McKinstry opened the first store 


in Nelson and was agent at the 
Chicago and Northwestern depot 
from 1857 until 1877. He estab- 
lished a post office in 1858. He 
served in public affairs as a mem- 
ber of the Lee county board of 
supervisors, which office he held 
for four years in the interests of 
Nelson township. 
J. McKinstry 


was married to Miss Hattie Landis 
on March 29, 1871. In 1874 the 
Xclson Cemetery Association was 
formed with the following board 
of directors: 
Henry 
C. 
King, 


Samuel Stone, and Enos F. Bab- 
cock. The land was given by John 
McKinstry and later a large iron 
arch, bearing the name "Nelson 
Cemetery" 
was 
presented 
by 


Martin Detrick. 


First Town Meeting 


April 3, 1860. the first Nelson 


town meeting was held in Mc- 
Kinstry's 
store. 
Benjamin 
H. 


Stewart 
served 
as 
moderator, 


George Jones, clerk, William Uhl, 
Abner Cogswell, John Mooers, 
C. A. Southwell and Jacob Harden 
were chosen to divide the town 
into road districts. In order that 
a 
highway overseer 
could be 


chosen, a fence law was adopted 
in order to confine pigs and sheep. 
A bounty of $1 was paid for all 
wolves killed. 
Abner Cogswell 


was the first supervisor, John Mc- 
Kinstry, first clerk, Michael Trout- 


man, 
first assessor, and 
Henry 


Heaton and John Mooers, collec- 
tors. 


Continued to Grow 


Nelson continued to grow in 


population and improvements. In 
1919 a two-story brick garage 
was eroded by Paul Young, who 
is operating the same today. 
In 


1894 
the present Stitzel's General 


Store was taken over by Miller C. 
Stitzel from his brother, James 
Stitzel, who retired. 
Miller C. 


Stitzel also served aa postmaster 
from 1895 to 1904. Klaus Siebolt 
was postmaster from 1904 to 1906 
Two years the mail was delivered 
on rural route from the Dixon 
post office. In 1908, Weycrt Vieth 
served as postmaster. 
In 1909 


Miller C. Stitzel was again ap 
pointed postmaster. In 1923. A. W. 
Peterson 
succeeded 
Stitzel 
as 


postmaster and served until 1925. 
In 1926 the mail was again de- 
livered rural route.' The following 
year M. C. Stitzel was appointed 
postmaster and served until 1940 
when he was retired on pension. 
His son, Earle D. Stitzel, was ap- 
pointed in 1940 and is serving at 
the present date. 


Five School* 


There are five schools in the 


township and village. The Cook 
school: Mrs. Catherine Siemens, 
teacher: directors. Roy Ransom, 
Russell Grobe and Harold Ringlcr. 
Hill school: Mrs. Mary 
Jayne 


Mumford, teacher; directors, Roy 
McClcary. Louis Meppen, and Sid- 
icy 
Buckaloo. 
Walker 
school: 


Mrs. 
Lee'Ackert, teacher; direc- 


.ors, Joe Payne, Roy Kenny and 
Sam Crabtrec. King school: Miss 
lulia Brcchon, teacher; directors, 


len 
Grimes, 
Arlo Conderman 


ind Julius Mekeel. The present 
two-room brick school was elected 
n Nelson in 1922. Teachers are 
Mrs. Bessie M. Gale and Miss Lu- 
cille 
Moats; 
directors, 
Stanley 


-loladay, Willard Miner and Frank 
Sawyer. 


Village Incorporated 


On Aug. 23, 1923. the village of 


Kelson was incorporated. 
First 


members of 
the 
village board 


were: Leo N. Lehman, president; 


us 
Bartholomew, 
Ben Victh, 


\laus Siebolt, Edward Ortgicsen, 
Paul Young, and Henry 
Duffy, 


trustees, and Clyde Funk, village 
clerk. 


May 20, 1924, an ordinance was 


massed to build cement walks on 
all streets in the village. March, 


1925, 
an ordinance passed to put 


in electric system from Dixon to 
Kelson and install street lights 
and residence lighting, 


Electricity Installed 


In 1926 electricity was installed 


in all homes and on each street 
corner of the village. In 1928 the 


present Nelson village hall was 
erected. In 1930, Clarence Welker 
organized the Nelson Boy Scouts 
who were active a number of 
years. They later disbanded and 
on April 31, 1950, George Cossman 
organized a Scout troop. The Cub 
Scouts were also organized in 
1950 by LeRoy Genz. The present 
scoutmaster is Bill Hollingsworth 
and the Cub masters. Paul Tim- 
mons and XVilliam Weber. 


Roads Improved 


In 1935 an ordinance was passed 


for improvement of streets and 
paving. 
The Rock Island road 


south of Nelson, which runs east 
and west through the township, 
was first built by George Ransom. 


A plaque with the names of the 


World War II 
servicemen 
and 


women in the vicinity. \yas erected 
n front of the village hall in 1942. 


First Sunday School 


The Nelson Community Sunday 


School was first 
organized 
by 


Mrs. 
James (Hattie) Stitzel. Later 


Klaii.s Siebolt was in charge and 
n 1925 Mrs. Edward (Olive) Ort- 
gicsen assumed charge and is now 
serving as superintendent. Mrs. 
Sarle (Flo) Stitzel organized the 
S'elson Girl Scouts in April 28, 
1932, and was in charge of the 
roop for nearly four years. 
In 


March, 1950, Mrs. Ivan (Lucille,) 
Sharp, Mrs. Stanley (Florence) 
Holaday, Mrs. Clarence 
(Jose- 


phine) McDonald and Mrs. Wil- 
arcl (Marguerite) Salmon, organ- 
zed the Nelson Nifties 4-H club. 


The first Nelson Day was held 


Aug. 
22, 1948, at 
Genz 
Park. 


Officers were: LcRoy Genz, Myrtle 
Weber, Lorrain Horner, Josephine 
McDonald, Elnora Janssen, Clem- 
ens May, Jack Genz, Jake Gall, 
Jim Crombie 
and 
Glen 
Genz. 


April 6. 1948, the Nelson cemetery 
ivas registered 
as a 
privately 


owned burial ground. Mrs. Miller 
Frances) Stitzel was succeeded 
>y Mrs. John (Pearl) Schoaf, who 
s in.charge of the cemetery. The 
irescnt 
custodian 
is 
Charles 


floats. 


Sept. 4, 1946, the Clyde Shoe- 


maker Coal Co. was established. 


PTA Organized 


Feb. 16. 1945, the Nelson PTA 


,vas 
organized. 
First 
officers 


vere, Mrs. Ivan Sharp, Mrs. Ed- 


ward Hendryx, Mrs. Guy MouItoV 
and Mrs. Hazel Lawson. In 1950 
the PTA was disbanded and the'. 
Nelson 
Community 
club 
was* 


organized Oct. 11, 1950. Officer* 
are Jacob Gall, 
Rollo 
Bunnell, 


Mrs. Walter (Gertrude) Thomp- 
son and Harry Remrey. 


Settlers in the 1890s were, John 


McKinstry whose home is now 
owned by Willard Salmon; Sloan 
McKinstry. present home owner, 
Earle Stitzel: 
Anthony 
Thome, 


present home owner, H. L. Reed; 
Edo VVessels, home now owned by 
Gus Bartholomew; Bill Cordes, 
present home owner, Edward Ort- 
giesen; James Allison, home now 
owned by Clemens May; Dave 
Donlchy, home owned 
by Mrs. 


Cecile Janssen; Henry Duis. home 
now owned by Mrs. Emma Onken; 
John Dolly' residence, owned by 
the late Bill Scholl. and occupied 
by Fred Waller family; William 
foynt home, now owned by Charles 
Moats. 


• 
Farm Owners 


Farm owners in the 1890's were: 


)wen Clayton farm, now owned 
by Fred Dcets; August Kelster, 
now being farmed by John L, 
Miller; Edward Hollenbeck, now 
owned by James Hendryx: Bur- 
rell Stone farm, now owned by 
Mrs. Bessie Miller; Arthur Phil- 
ips farm, owned by Earl Fluck; 
Sdward Ashling farm, owned by 
Charles Crombie; George Ransom 
'arm, owned and occupied by his 
daughter. Miss 
Mary 
Ransom; 


rfartin Detrick farm, now owned 
>y 
Willard 
Hartshorn; 
Simon 


Young farm, now owned by Ed- 
vard 
Bollman; 
Norman 
Long 


'arm, operated by Harry Remrey: 
fohn Stitzel farm, owned by Earle 
X Stitzel and sister, Mrs. Mabel 
Stitzel Eastabrook; Henry Boll- 
man farm, owned by Mrs. Florence 
Harden Bollman; Joe 
Atkinson 


'arm, now occupied by Joy Atkin- 
son. 


Population 629 
< 


The population of Nelson town- 


ship in 1940 was 651. In 1950 
here were 629. 
• * 


The oldest living resident of the 


rillage is Mrs. Frances G. Stitzel, 
wife of the late Miller C. Stitzel, 
vho is 81. Gus Onken, who came 
o Nelson in J1892, has lived in 
he village continuously 50 yeara, 


HARMON-Has Wealth of Indian Lore 


~ 
First Settlement on Shores 
Of 40-Acre Lake Drained in 


1896 
to Increase Farm Land 


By LYNN P. PARKER 


Prehistoric Harmon township was much different than 


«* is today. We cannot realize that less than 150 years ago 
this section was a tractless wilderness, with no houses, 
fences, trees or shrubs. Deer, buffalo, wolves and many other 
animals ranged the prairies and swamps. Poisonous snakes 
of many varieties were numerous. Birds of many kinds, 
geese,, ducks, cranes, prairie chickens, were most plentiful. 


The first human 
beings 
here' 


the Indians. Scattered over 


llmost every farm, relics have been 
found once used by this vanished 
:ace. They killed the deer, buf- 
alo and other game with bow, 
arrow, and stone ax. Early white 
settlers found flints, spears, arrow 
points and axes in almost incred- 
ible numbers. A large camp site 
In Harmon was on the farm now 
owned by John W. Ryan. 
Here, 


more than 60 years ago, was found 
n great variety of flint and pottery 
jjnplements. The quantity of beau- 
tiful flint chips covering the hill- 
side was evidence that much flak- 
ing had been done there. Adjoining 
farms—Jacobs, Clathworthy, Gcl- 
dian. Diets:—have yielded up many 
interesting specimcnts. Will Dietz 
owns & fine stone ax, the best we 
have seen foumi in Harmon. 


Taken From Book 


<£) Much of the following early his- 
tory of Harmon township has been 
taken 
from 
the late John L, 


Porter's most excellent book pub- 
lished in 1918. Many of the facts 
and stories by the author we have 
given word for word. 
We have 


paraphrased some and condensed 
a lot. We arc also indebted to Mrs. 
Cora Wadsworth of 
Dixon 
and 


George Long of Harmon for some 


It appears from the record that 


the Rosbrook, Perkins, Tuttle and 
Sutton families were 
the 
first 


settlers in Harmon township, lo- 
cating here in 1853 and 1854. 


Settle Near Lake 


John D, Rosbrook 
with 
three 


sons settled at "Lake, a clear body 
of w^er covering something like 
40 acres of land" in what is now 
Section 
25 where Ray Dimmig 


ijjves. The few remaining evergreen 
trees were Set out by the Ros- 
brooks. .The Perkins and Tuttle 
families located in what is now 
Section 23 in 1854. 


Robert Tuttle died of typhoid 


fever leaving a wife and five chil- 
dren. The widow, Louisa Tuttle, 
directed the building of the first 
permanent house In 1854, with 
lumber 
hauled 
from 
Mendota. 


John L. Porter wrote "I. H. Per- 
rjps and Henry Sloor* were the 
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builders and the house stands to- 
day looking much as it did when 
it was the scene of so many of 
Harmon's early festivities." Glen 
Trotzell now lives in this house. 


1 
First Election 1857 


John L. Porter records that the 


first election was held here April 
7. 1857. The following officers 
were elected. 
Supervisor, Isaac 


McManus; town clerk, L. M. Ros- 
brook; assessor, William L. Smith; 
collector, A. Van Horn; road com- 
missioners, 
Israel 
H. 
Perkins, 


Thomas Sutton and Lewis Hul- 
linger; co'nstables, John S. Tuttle 
and Lyman Rosbrook; justices of 
the peace, 
L. M. Rosbrook and 


William L. Smith; overseer of the 
poor, George G. Rosbrook; path- 
masters, A. Van Horn and William 
L. Smith. 


In th» winter of 1856 and 1857, 


Miss Vianna Tuttle 
taught 
the 


first school (a private one) in her 
mother's large house. In 1857 a 
public school house 
was 
built 


"without either windows or doors, 
though 
wooden 
blinds movable 


were used to keep out the rains." 
The first teacher was Miss Jane 
M. 
Putnam. 
After 1861 other 


school districts were organized. 


First Marriage 


The first marriage in Harmon 


was that of Eliza Jane Perking to 
John S. Tuttle, 1857. The first 
birth was Emma Rosbrook, 1856. 
The first birth after the township 
was organized was Ella Tuttle in 
1858. 


The 
following 
Is tt*nscri)»ed 


from John Porter's history: 


"L. M. Rosbrook occupied the 


large square room in Mrs. Tuttle's 
house while he was building his 
own house 
where Lynn Parfcer 


lives now." 


Mr. Perkins had built his house 


the same spring and it was located 
a mile cast. 


"John D. Rosbrook who settled 


in 1853 on the wost side of what 
was called Rosbrook's, Porter's or 
Silver Lake, at that time a beau- 
tiful body of water, was the first 
resident of the township. He built 
a house, having lived previously in 
his granary." 


Sutton Wan 


Another pioneer of Harmon was 


Thomas Sutton. With his family 
he arrived in Harmon on Oct. 10, 
185-1. With him came his father, 
Joeeph Sutton and hi* brother, 


William Sutton. Two years later 
his brother-in-law, Patrick Grog- 
an, also moved in. 
The Buttons 


purchased land and settled about 
one mile south of "Lake" near 
where Albert Allen lives today. 
"Their first dwellings were made 
partly of logs, the lumber of which 
was hauled from LaSalle." It was 
said of Sutton that there were 19 
children in his family and often 
he lamented because there were 
not 20. 


Among other early settlers here 


one finds the names 
of 
Henry 


Brill. 
Sicfkin, 
William Smith. 


Lewis Huffinger, John D. Long, 
James Porter, Jr., A. T. Curtis, 
Joseph B. Smith, Austin Batch, 
Solomon MeKeel. W.'H. Kimball 
and the Frizzclls. 


Broke Sod With Oxen 


John D, Rosbrook, driving a 


string of oxen, did the first break- 
ing of the tough prairie sod in 
Harmon. 
"L. D. Rosbrook had 


the honor of naming the town 
Harmon, after the name of a 
friend." 


In 1856 the first Sunday school 


was held in John D. Rosbrook's 
granary. L. M. Rosbrook was the 
superintendent. This building was 
later moved to Section 23 and now 
makes part of a chicken brooder 
house on the L. P. Parker premises. 


The vast expanse of prairie fur- 


nished summer grazing for thou- 
sands of cattle and sheep in early 
Harmon day. The record contains 
at least 15 names of professional 
herders. A few of these were Rog- 
ers, Porter, Shelhamer, 
Curtis, 


Woodard, Smith and Mekeel. The 
herding grounds were not confined 
to Harmon, but extended south, 
east and west to the Green River 
country. The practice was to round 
up the animals 
from 
different 


farms in the spring time, herd and 
care for them and return in au- 
tumn, a small charge being made 
for the service. 


' Trains Came 


The record reads: "In 1872 trains 


began to run and business houses 
to multiply. George P. Weeks was 
fir.-; town treasurer in 1857. In 
1854 I. H. Perkins was the first 
carpenter, and in 1858. I. H. Per- 
kins, J. S. Tuttle and George Still- 
ings were the first threshers. J. L. 
Porter ran the first sorghum mill 
in 1863, and in 1864, L. M. Ros- 
brook opened the first blacksmith 
shop." The site was on the east 
side of the road opposite Plinny 
McCartcr's residence. 


F. D. Rosbrook was the first 


mail agent on the train,< E. A. 
Balcl. was postmaster, and also 
had a boots, shoes and repairs 
shop. C. K. Shelhamer was station 
agent. Butler and Edson handled 
hardware, lumber and paints. C. 
K. Shalhamcr also dealt in Imple- 
ments and coal. E. W. Cusher ran 
the g'ain elevator and P. W. Lee 
was physician and surgeon. 


Establish Creamery 


In 1881 Swan and Berlfng es- 


tablished a croamory in Harmon 
and in 1891 it was taken over by 
the Kugler brothers, Aa much land 


Once a Trackless .Wilderness 


was undrained, dairying was a 
profitable enterprise, 
and great 


quantities of milk were hauled in- 
to Harmon each day, separated, 
and the cream churned into butter. 


In the nineties drainage districts 


were organized and the dredging 
machines soon made outlets for 
tile 
drains. 
Prairie grass, bull- 


rushes, flags, and other marsh 
plants were plowed under giving 
place to corn fields 
and 
other 


grains. 


Tht first settlers planted trees 


to break the terrific gales as the 
wind swept across the prairies, 
and also to serve as fences. They 
discovered 
that 
green 
willow 


branches stuck into the ground 
would soon become trees. Some 
years later farmers were cutting 
down the miles of willows as they 
interfered 
with 
tile 
drainage. 


Manjr trees were sawed and cut 
into stove lengths 
for summer 


burning. Today no self respecting1 
farmer would waste his time and 
energy cutting: willows for' stove 
burning. 


Township Elect Ions 


Township elections here 
fifty 


years ago were much more inter- 
esting than they are today. We 
recall one election when there was 
a high spirited contest. That eve- 
ning following' the election the suc- 
cessful candidates put on a party. 


Liquid refreshments flowed quite 
freely and the boys became quite 
happy. In their exuberance of joy 
they commenced wrestling in the 
street. This happened before the 
streets were paved and the ground 
was wet and muddy. Onlookers be- 
came excited fearing the contest 
was too rough and entered the fray 
as "peace makers" only to be mis- 
understood. When the amusing af- 
fair ended not one of the partici- 
pants had been injured, not even a 
scratch, but they were all covered 
with the mud of the rich Harmon 
soil. As a leading successful can- 
didate passed the gay celebration 
at its height, a lady implored him 
to stop the fight. He replied, "I 
have been fighting all day and 
am not equal to the occasion." 


Few Contests Today 


Today there are few contests for 


office, and with women voting, the 
election Is a pleasant social affair. 


At present in the department of 


politics, Hubert D. Considinc Is our 
representative In the General As- 
sembly; Harmon supervisor, Wil- 
liam J. Kranov; assessor, Thomas 
Drew; town clerk, Charles Me- 
Carter; commissioner of highways, 
Edward Garland, Jr. 


Harmon village was incorporated 


in 1901. Today's chief executive 
officers are: Mayor, David Butler; 
city, clerk, Emma Drew; treasurer, 


Roy Swab; aldermen, Owen Blnck- 
orby, 
Wayne Stonesifer, 
Lester 


Wilstcad, Charles McCarter and 
Carl Boehle. 


By the year 1946, the Green- 


wood cemetery where many early 
settlers were buried had degener- 
ated into the semblance of a de- 
serted country grave yard. Fence 
enclosures were down allowing live 
stock to invade the yard and dam- 
age monuments in some cases. 
During wet periods the roadway 
to the cemetery from the highway 
was muddy and almost impassable. 
A group of interested people led by 
Mr. and Mrs. I. H. Perkins, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Rhodcnbaugh, Mrs. 
Hcttie Mekeel, Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Delts, Del Eakle, Charles Parker 
and John Siebens got busy and the 
transformation was amazing:. Un- 
desirable trees were 
cut 
and 


burned, a tool house was con- 
structed. The lawn was limed, un- 
sightly bushes eradicated, and a 
strong durable fence was built 
around the grounds. Mrs. Hettie 
Mekeel set out 
some evergreen 


trees and the lane was graveled 
from the highway to the cemetery. 
These dedicated grounds arc now 
very attractive. 


Beautiful Landscape 


The most outstanding and beau- 


tiful landscape in Harmon in 1853 


was the previously mentioned lake 
on the shore of which John D. 
Rosbrook settled. Ice was made 
there each winter by the settlers 
for summer use. It was a most 
delightful spot for entertainment; 
boating, swimming, skating, hunt- 
Ing and fishing were cnjoyeH. 


The lake was the scene of many 


religious baptismal services. John 
L. Porter wrote: "Baptisms by Im- 
mersion in the lake were as fol- 
lows: In the winter of 1858-59, 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac J. Curtis, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Woddard. Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Woodard, with 
the Reverend Francis Smith, W.M., 
minister of Harmon officiating. In 
October. 1884: Mary, Hcttie, Dru- 
zilia and Carre Mcchem. 
Emma 


Clatworthy, Sarah 
Russell and 


Mrs. Joseph Keiffcr, with thp Rev. 
Amos Miller, M.E., minister of 
Rock Falls officiating. 


Lake Drained 


This body of water was removed 


by tile drainage about 1896 and 
the 
land 
now 
produces 
grain 


crops. 


There are many descendants of 


Harmon pioneers still living to- 
day who have helped make this 
locality the friendly town it is. 
Among these are Charlotte Porter 
Ross, daughter of the late John L. 
Porter; George Long, descendant 
of John D. Long, Sr.; Hcttie Me- 
keel, wife of Arthur Mekeel, whose 
ancestor was Solomon Mekeel; and 
Julius Mekeel, great grandson of 
Solomon Mekeel. 


Protestant Church 


According to the late J. L. 


Porter's recording, the first regu- 
lar Protestant church service was 
held under the Wcsleyan Metho- 
dist organization. First meetings 
were held in Old Lake school 
house. Later the division known as 
the Como circuit was formed and 
at that time this was recognized 
as including Palestine Grove, Har- 


mon, 
Montmorcncy, Hume and 


Fairfield. In 1870, however, Har- 
mon was set off by itself and the 


Rev. 
John Pinckney was named 


first pastor. 


In 1868 a movement was started 


for a new church building. In 1869 
the cornerstone was laid by the 


Rev. 
Francis Smith.. The first 


preacher was Mrs. H. E. Hayden. 
This building was not fully paid for 
and was soon to be sold. For many 
years it was known as the old 
Woodman hall. 


Singing Family 


We owe the following story to 


Mrs. 
Cora Wadsworth of Dixon. 


All the. children in the pioneer 
Vroman family were fine singers. 
They, ns well as Gertrude Hill, 
daughter of late George Hill, Jen- 
nie Porter, daughter of the late 
tf. L. Porter, historian, and Cora 
Swan Wadsworth, descendant of 
John Swan, made a 
fine choir. 


They sang for both sacred and 
secular /meetings and entertain- 
ments, the funds going for con- 
struction of a new church. One 
evening one of these noteworthy 
entertainments was being held. A 
popular nuuical number of the 


times was "Boots." .These lively 
young women put different sizes 
of boots on their hands when they 
came to^ the chorus they would 
duck down and hold up their hands, 
so that it looked like they were 
standing on their heads. On the.' 
last verse, the stage wire broke 
and the curtain fell leaving them 
all In that position. The girls tried 
to hurry off the stage and in so- 
doing one tripped and fell and all 
the rest fell on top her. Since the 
hall was crowded that night, the 
"proverbial roof rose off" that 
old building at 
the 
unexpected 


finale. 


Men In Choir 
. , 


Among the men in 
the 
old 


church choir was the late George 
Hill, the Parsons boys and other 
sons 
of early 
pioneers whoso 


voices 
harmonized 
beautifully. 


Later, In the now standing Metho- 
dist church, came George Ross, 
Elmer Hill, Henry Vroman and Alf 
Parsons, all grandsons of those 
same pioneer people who had done 
so much to establish and keep 
alive the spark 
of 
Methodism 


which is in Harmon today. The 
present building was erected in 
1881, and services have been held 
continuously since then. The pres- 
ent pastor is the Reverend J. 
Frank Anderson. 


One very noteworthy event in 


the 
history 
of 
the 
Methodist 


church occurred a few months be- 
fore A. B. Clatworthy's death. He 
and Mrs. Clatworthy 
gave 
the 


lovely communion table 
in 
the 


name, of his minister father and 
mother, the late A. B. Clatworthy, 
Sr. The dedicatory 
services oc- 


curred during the pastorate of the 
Reverend Webster Hobh. 


Catholic Church 


The history of Harmon's Cath- 


olic church begins with the estaS-, 
ishment of the parish 
of St;- 


Flann :n on October 5, -1908. Ther 
Reverend D. E. McGrath was tho" 
first resident pastor. Previously. 
Harmon had been known as a misj-' 
sion of St. Patrick's of Dixon. The, 
first church building was erected 
n 1871 and the rectory in 1898. 
Both were burned to the ground 
Dec. 25, 1911. A building commit- 
tee was appointed immediately to 
devise plans for a new church- 
building. Money was finally raised 
and the present site obtained. , In 
August of 1912, excavation was 
begun and on September 4 of the 
same year the cornerstone was 
laid by the Rt Reverend P. J. . 
Muldoon, Bishop of Rockford. ;' 
. Father P. H. McKcown was ap-' ,, 
pointed pastor and took immediate',, 
charge. In the fall of the same 
year the rectory was started and, 
was completed April 1, 1913.. '. 


St. Flannen's church and rec- 


tory arc of brick and modern in,\ 
every respect. They were dedl-A 
cated May 26, 1914. The present; '. 
membership, ii over four hundred. . 
In October, 1907, the church. ..es- 
tablished' rfoly Cross cemetery,, 
The Reverend D. A. Murphy U UM,. 
present pastor, ^ 
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SRAND DETOUR - Has Rustic Charm. 


HUNI HALL shown above is a Grand Detour landmark. The hall has been used as 


a church, dance hall, tavern and theater. 


OLD "PLASTER HOUSE" shown above is the subject of a painting by Miss Mattie 
Leitz, Grand Detour. The painting (has been shown at various Chicago galleries, the 


Hoosier salon, Indianapolis, and at other places throughout Indiana. 


Indian Legend Says Rock 
River Made 'Detour' to 
Keep Its Beauty in View 


By MARY MOSEK 


The beautiful rustic village of Grand Detour, nestling in 


the bend of Rock River, has played an important part in the 
history of Ogle and Lee counties. 


Grand Detour received its name from the great bend in 


the river at this point and Indian lore has it that the Rock 
River turned back in its course loathe to leave the beauties 
of this region. 


Mary Moser 


Dreamers, men and women of 


visjon, those who look ahead, those 
who think of things to come, have 
always led the way. They were the 
pioneers—their labors and inspir- 
ations are our heritage. They made 
possible the American way of life, 
and interwoven closely into the 
history of Grand Detour are the 
names of two great pioneers— 
Leonard Andrus and John Deere. 


Early 19th Century 


The earliest records of Grand 


Detour date back to the days at 


the beginning, of 
the 
nineteenth 


century, 
w h e n 


fur traders voy- 
aged b a c k and 
forth on R o c k 
river. 
We have 


records 
of 
La 


Sallier's trading 
post then descrip- 
tions of Stephen 
Mack transac- 
tions with the In- 


dians ending in failure because 
he refused to sell whisky to them. 


When Black Hawk and his tribe 


were driven from the Rock river 
territory and hostilities ended in 
1832, settlers were turning their 
eyes toward the fertile Rock river 
valley. 
' 


Saw Possibilities 


Here, in 1827, came Leonard An- 


drus charmed by the beauty of the 
country and intrigued by the pos- 
sibilities of water power from Rock 
river. He organized a power com- 
pany and built a mill'race and saw 
mill. By 1837, many settlers had 
arrived and the village was thriv- 
ing. 


However, theie was one great 


drawback to progress. That draw- 
back was the inability of the farm- 
ers to break the prairie sod suc- 
cessfully. This was overcome by 
John Deere, a blacksmith 
from 


Vermont, who made the first steel 
plow upon which a patent was se- 
cured. 


Probably no man has been more 


closely identified with the history 
of Grand Detjur for it was through 
his perscvercnce and foresight that 
the history of farming in the mid- 
dle west was changed. 


Among 
other 
pioneers 
who 


helped m the establishment of the 
village were Amos Bosworth, Wil- 
liam Dane, Dennis Warrqn, Charles 
Throop, and many others. 


Bustling Village 


In 1842 you could have found 


the following business places in 
Grand 
Detour: cradle 
factory, 


cheese factory, three stores, one 
hotel, two blacksmith shops, plow 
factory, tin shop, two shoemakers, 
cigar factory, broom factory, wag- 
on the wheelwright shops, grist 
and flour mill, tailor, doctor, saw 
mill, printing press and a dry 
goods store that employed 17 
clerks. The present block factory 


is on this location. There are still 
several of the old buildings stand- 
ing. 


At one time Grand Detour had 


two ferries—Upper and Lower. 
The bells from these femes are 
still in existence—the one at the 
Xachusa hotel in Dixon, the other 
on the Foxley estate, where Mr. 
White lives. 


The churches played an import- 


ant part in the history of Grand 
Detour. The Congregationalists or- 
ganized the first church in 1837. 
The present 
Episcopal 
church 


building in Grand Detour is a stone 
structuie, second oldest in Illinois. 
Like the "Little Church Around 
the Corner" in New York, it is a 
favonte spot for weddings. 
The 


Methodists also maintain a church 
m Grand Detour. 


First Bridge In 1901 


The first bridge over the river 


at Grand Detour was finished in 
1901. It was a four span bridge 
replaced in 1947 by the present 
steel structure. 


The first school of Grand De- 


tour was taught by Mr. Good- 
rich in a slab shanty of two rooms 
where he lived with his family. 
The first school building was built 
in 1S39 and taught by Miss Weth- 
erby. The second was completed in 
1858 and the third, which is still 
in use, was built in 1928. 
The 


present school is far too small 
for the growing population and a 
new addition is under construction. 


In 1838, a mail stage line was 


established by Leonard 
Andrus, 


The first postmaster was W. A. 
House. It should 
be mentioned 


that Gertrude House, his daughter, 
was the first white child born in 
Ogle county. Douglas Shaw and 
his family now reside where the 
original House home stood. 


Toun Well In 1846 


The town well dug in 1846 is 


located on the corner where Bur- 
gard's store stands. Many other 
landmarks are still in evidence. 


The history of Giand Detour 


would have been very different had 
it not been by-passed by the rail- 
way. This changed it from the 
most thriving town in the vicinity 
to a replica of Goldsmith's De- 
serted Village. 
However, nature 


conspired to help Grand Detour 
m its struggle to survive. It be- 
came a mccca for artists who by 
their inspired paintings keep it 
alive forever. 
Prominent among 


them were Holgar Jensen and John 
Nolfe. 


It also bids fair to become a 


summer retreat for many city 
dwellers and is already a village 
of homes planned by families who 
love the peace and tranquihty of 
the lovely spot. 


TOWN HALL of Grand Detour was formerly a residence. Besides being the town's 


gathering place, Sunday school classes and art exhibits are held here. 


LOCAL SHRINE, the John Deere home, sh own above, is maintained as a shrine by the 
Butterworth estate. The great inventor lived here while formulating plans for the 
first metal plow. The plow was cast nearby. The Deere home is over 100 years, old. 


HOME" shown above is over 100 years old and is one of the oldest residences in this area. It is now 


'borne of the Doug Shaw family. The front porch pillars were once chosen by a national magazine as being the 


- 
most perfect in the .United States. 


COLONIAL INN, shown above, was constructed in 1902 and for a long time was the only inn serving the Grand 


Detour, residenta 
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I AM THE 1VEWSPAPER 


By JOSEPH H. FINN 
» 
§ 
* 


BORN of the deep, daily need of a nation » I am the Voice of Now-the incarnate 
spirit of the Times « Monarch of things that Are. 


\ 


My "cold type" burns with the fireblood of human action. I am fed by arteries 


\ 
^ 
. 
* 


of wire that girdle the earth. I drink from the cup of every living joy and Sorrow. I 
sleep not-- rest not. I know hot night, nor day, nor season. I know no death, yet I am 
born again with every morn » with every noon » with every twilight. I leap into fresh 
being with every new world's event. 
i 


Those who created me cease to be -- the brains and heartVblood that nourish me 


go the way of human dissolution. Yet I live on -- and onJ 


I am Majestic in my Strength « Sublime in my Power -- Terrible in my Potentiali- 


ties •• yet as democratic as the ragged boy who sells me for a penny. 


i 


I am the consort of Kings - the partner of capital -- the brother of toil. The in- 


spiration of the hopeless - the right arm of the needy -- the champion of the op- 
pressed -- the conscience of the criminal: I am the epitome of the world's Comedy 
and Tragedy. 


My responsibility is Infinite. I speak, and the world stops to listen; I say the 


word, and battle flames the horizon. I counsel peace, and the war-lords obey? I am 
greater than any individual -- more powerful than any group. I am the dynamic 
force of Public Opinion. Rightly directed, I am a Creator of Confidence. A builder 
of happiness in living. lam the backbone of Commerce. The Trail-Blazer of Pros- 
perity. I am the teacher of Patriotism. 


I am the hands of the clock of Time -- the clarion voice of Civilization. 


I am the Newspaper; 
j 


Courf.jy of tht Inland Ntwipoptr XtprtMnf0«vw. Inc., Cfticofo, 


Prom a<Mre.<* «c1lvm« twfor* 'AmmetflfnT 'Advertising Clubs ef the WorM CWWnttMl, Chfe«r», ^m* 22nif. 1»15 
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GEORGE B. SHAW 


"I would rather live in a country with 


newspapers and without a government, 


than in a country with a government 


but without newspaper " 


THOMAS JEFFERSON, Author of the Declaration of Independence 


GEORGE B. SHAW, editor of The Dixon Evening Telegraph, who 
assumed these duties forty-two years ago, soon after the death of 
his grandfather, B. F. Shaw, the original editor of this newspaper. 
Prior to this time he worked in the composing room as a practical 
printer, helped in the pressroom as the old flat-bed press laborious- 
jy ground out the daily copies. He also served as staff reporter 
before assuming the chair of the editor. Editor Shaw has served 
on the Dixon park commission and has been a member of the 
Illinois legislature, and throughout the years he has taken an 


active interest in state and national government. 


MABEL s. SHAW, publisher of The .Dixon Evening Telegraph and 
president of the B. F. Shaw Printing Co.. started her newspaper 
career by taking a job in the Telegraph office on the death of her 
husband, Eustace E. Shaw. Some years later, upon the death of 
her father-in-law, B. F. Shaw, Mrs. Shaw became the owner and 
publisher of The Evening Telegraph. She came to Dixon from 
Darlington, Wis., 'to attend Dixon College. She has traveled ex- 
tensively and readers of this newspaper will recall her many letters 
which have appeared throughout the years as she told of her tours 


throughout the United States arid abroad 
MABEL S. SHAW 


Editorial Room- The Nerve Center of the Newspaper 


Gty Editor of The Telegrapl 
Has Grandstand Seat Looking 
Over Typical Mid-America City 


By CLD7F COUGHLLN 
Telegraph City Editor 
^ Many, many stories in this Centennial issue of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph would havo excited even the. most hardened of modern-day 
city editors had they lived in the era of their occurrence. 


The Black Hawk war, the Abraham Lincoln political tours, the 


Rock River bridge disaster, and the simple courage of the Rock River 
valley's early pioneers, would have rated page one on any newspaper in 
the United States today. 


Given the benefit of hindsight, how. for example, would a modern 


city editor have "covered" Abe 
Lincoln's speech presented on the 
Lee county courthouse lawn here 
%July, 1856? 


The city editor/of The Dixon 


Evening Telegraph probably would 
have assigned at least two pho- 
tographers, a reporter to write the 
"lead" story, and another to write 
the sidelights, (crowd reaction, the 
political "significance" of the talk, 
etc.), and Abe's activities before 
and-after the speech. 


Telegraph Comment 


— ^. reporter for The Dixon Eve- 
i??ig Telegraph wrote of that 
speech: 


"Abraham Lincoln, the man who 


has defeated Douglas in many an 
argument, took the stand and for 
over two hours held that vast audi- 
ence in breathless silence, save 
when interrupted by an uncontrol 
lable outburst of applause. Our 
opponents could but acknowledge 
Mr. Lincoln's speech a masterful 
effort 
i(^"He proved the 
Democratic 


party to be a slave-extending party 
and a sectional party . . . We wish 
we had space to give some extracts 
from the able speeches of that 
day and tho evening; but space 
forbids. Tho argument was un- 
answerable. 


The Amboy Times of that day 


•aid of Lincoln: "It is plain that 
nature took but little trouble in 
^shioning his outer man, but a 
gem may be encased in a rude 
casket" 


Personal Journalism 


Personal 
journalism ? 
Sure! 


What party did these newspapers 
favor? 
Republican, of 
course! 


Biased report? Sure! 


What newspaper today would 


commit itself to say that a speak- 
er's arguments were "unanswer- 
able?" Although a newspaper to- 


may be inclined toward a 


speaker's views, it could hardly fail 
to agree that most arguments are 
answerable in some degree. 


A reporter today would scarcely 


be permitted to refer to a crowd 
of 1,500 (the size of audience which 
heard Lincoln's talk in 1856) as 
"vast" He would have been re- 
minded that, even in 1856, a "vast" 
audience constitutes a lot of peo- 
ple. 


They Had Courage 


Notwithstanding, in those two 


short excerpts can be found the 
difference in journalism a century 
ago and newswriting today. It is 
true that there has been a return 
to personal journalism but per- 
haps not in the degree which 
prompted B. F. Shaw and many 
other editors to state flatly, in 
Page One news stories, their views 
and, their convictions—take it or 
if-ive it. It took courage. They had 
courage. 


All Angles 


A city editor today insists that 


a story be written simply, under- 
atandably, fairly, and that all 
"angles" of the event be suitably 
set forth. In short, it is demanded 
that the news story be brief and 
factual. Editorial matter, is headed 
"Edtlorial." Divergence of views 
are credited to the source. A re- 
$rter today is an assembler of 
facts. He is not an usurper of pub- 
lic opinion. 


Directing The Evening Tele- 


graph's city desk is a fascinating 
occupation. The city editor has a 
somewhat 
enviable position of 


being a hilltop observer upon a 
busy, thriving city in Mid-Ameri- 
ca. He is the first to feel the shock 
of public reaction to a news story. 
He must meet daily an assortment 
*4 honest, progressive-minded pub- 


lie figures—and 
crackpots. 
He 


must sift worthless propaganda 
disguised as news from the worth- 
while. He must suffer the pain of 
having to publish the simple state- 
ment of a divorce complaint, and 
the subsequent breaking-up of an 
American family. 


There's Joy, Too 


Yet he can join with the news 


staff under his direction in the 
personal satisfaction of exposing 
some bit of political skullduggery, 
sample the joy of exclusively re- 
porting to his readers some well- 
developed plan of progress for his 
city, and, no less important, bring 
to public notice that a son, their 
first-born, has been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Q. Public. 


A Telegraph city editor today 


sits as trial judge advocate on 
a host of fast-moving daily events. 
Newspaper editing, because of the 
greater complexity of modern liv- 
ing, the pressure of competition, 
and demands of enlightened read- 
ers, must move swiftly. Backed by 
the telephone, modern world news 
and picture distribution instru- 
ments, college trained staffs, and, 
yes, the typewriter, the output, of 
the present-day editorial room is 
greatly accelerated over that of a 
century ago. 


Doubles on Wire 


The Telegraph city editor, as in 


some smaller'dailies, also doubles 
as the telegraph, or "wire," editor. 
Consequently he must direct a 
five-member newsroom, and jug- 
gle, splice and fit the current world 
developments .with .the local' out- 
put 


Local news in The Evening Tele- 


graph gets equal treatment with 
the surge of news coming over the 
Associated Press teletypes. Both 
must be evaluated quickly to in- 
sure a well-balanced news report 
in tho space allotted for the daily 
editorial matter. 


The "Newshole" 


As in all well-regulated news- 


papers, the daily space allotted for 
newsmatter, the "newshole," is 
governed by the advertising. In 
"tight" days, then, an important 
congressional action is trimmed 
just as surely as is the news ac 
count of a local lodge meeting. But 
from a city editor's standpoint, 
congressmen don't object; the lo- 
cal lodge secretary screams that 
his organization is persecuted. 


He's All These 


A city editor becomes in turn a 


"nice" guy, a father confessor, a 
brutal sensation-seeking creature, 
a "key" to the success of this or 
that venture, a non-believer, a 
minor-league humanitarian, an ig- 
norant hack, and a dirty Republi- 
can or a dirty Democrat, depending 
on what political league the read- 
er is batting. 


Actually a city editor, any city 


editor, is just an honest person, 
sometimes bluntly so, attempting 
to do an honest day's work. 


And if one is a strong, nerveless 


individual, it's intending work, 


CLIFF COUGHLIN, city editor, began his daily newspaper career 
with the LaSalle Daily News-Tribune after experience with sev- 
eral weeklies. From the state editorship of the News-Tribune he 
first came to The Telegraph in 1948 as sports editor. A year later 
he went to the Woodstock Daily Sentinel, a B. F. Shaw Printing 
Co. affiliate, as city editor, and returned to The .Evening Telegraph 


in January of this year to direct the newsroom 


The Life of a Telegraph Police 
Reporter Is Sometimes Dull But 
He Can Hope for a Murder 


By STAN KOESTER 


Telegraph Staff Member 


A city' beat reporter on The Dixon Evening Telegraph, or on any 


other paper, must be a combination Sherlock Holmes, trial at- 
torney, father confessor and conversationalist. 


He must be a Sherlock Holmes because most of the news worth 


writing is buried in a file somewhere or is not even written down. 


He must be an amateur attorney because he must understand what 


lawyers are talking about in a court case and be able to Interpret it so 
the readers can understand. The 50-cent words must be changed into 
10-cent words or the meaning of the case will go over the head of 
most readers who do not wish to keep a law dictionary handy while 
reading the evening paper. 


He must always be ready to 


take the gripes which Invariably 
are cast against him and his news- 
paper. If he can explain why some- 
thing happened that annoys the 
griper, that's good, but if he can't 
he becomes thevwhipping boy for 
anyone disgusted 'with- the way 
his newspaper is run or with the 
type of news it carries. 


Must Be Sociable 


Above all, he must be sociable 


and be able to talk on almost any 
subject. Not all of'the talk which 
passes between the reporter and 
police officers, county, clerk, cir- 
cuit judge, sheriff and others per- 
tains to the'gathering of news. 


Occasionally they have bits of 


news. They feel more free to give 
out this news if the reporter can 
talk easily with them and ask the 
necessary questions. Even if there 
apparently is no news a talk with 
someone on the beat probably will 
turn -up some tidbit previously 
overlooked. 


There's Variety 


The day'» work can consist of 


a trial for assault and battery, 
drunken driving, a traffic fatality, 
circuit-court case, filing of several 
divorce suits, probating an estate 
and what the mayor has to say on 


(Continued on page 4, Sec. O) 


STANLEY KOESTER, right, general reporter of the editorial 
department, looks over the shoulder of Lee County Sheriff Charles 
H. Redebaugh as they check the docket for happenings during 
the last 24 hours. 
Stan -has been on the staff for about six 


months and cam* here from Twin Falls, Idaho, where he was em- 
ployed on the Times-News. During-'the previous two and one-half 
years he had {rained experience on the Mattoon Journal-Gazette 
and Paris Daily Beacon-News. A graduate of Eastern Illinois State 
college at Charleston, his home is at Paris, 111. He has a three- 
year medical corps record, serving in both the European and Pa- 


ciflo theater* of operation, during World War II 


HUGH HOUGH, right, sports editor of The Telegraph and author 
of Hugh's Views of Sports which appears daily in this newspaper, 
is shown discussing DHS track with Athletic Director Art 
Bowers. Hugh is a graduate of the University of Illinois with a 
degree of journalism. At Urbana, he was editor of the Daily 
Sllini, student publication for the university. Hugh has 32 mis- 
sions to his credit in a"B-24 bomber over southern Germany arid 
northern Italy as a radio operator-gunner during World War II. 
He makes every effort to attend all local athletic events and 
maintains close contact with coaches and managers throughout 
the area BO that readers-of his page may be well-informed on 


forthcoming events in every field of athletics 


BEVERLY STROUSS, right, society editor, of The Telegraph, dis- 
cusses forthcoming wedding plans of Miss Marilyn McCaffrey, 
now.Mrs. Marshall Jones, Rockford. "Bev," as she is known to 
readers throughout the area, Joined the staff of this newspaper 
in January, 3948, after attending Northern Illinois State Teach- 
ers college, DeKalb. She gathers material daily for her page 
via telephone and personal contact throughout Dixon. Corres- 
pondents in communities throughout Lee, Ogle and Buwau coun- 
ties are also regular news sources for her page nnd every effort 
is made to cover weddings, parties, lectures, club and lodge ac- 
tivities. "Bev's" father, Gene, has been editor of the Amboy 


News for the past 16 years 


Social Events, Large or Small, 
Get Attention From, Telegraph 
Society Editor-And She's Busy 


By BEVERLY STROUSS 
Telegraph Society Editor 


To please the largest number of subscribers with the social news 


they desire to read is the aim of the society editor of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph. Not only to print all the news that reaches the social desk 
but to print it promptly, while it Is still rfewn, and correctly, is the goal 
he society editor is striving constantly to attain. 


The telephone, personal Inter- 


views and 'mail 
are 
channels 


hrough which society news comes 
to the paper. Articles, 'which are 
always welcome and edited with 
a personal interest, are of from 
one line to three or four pages. 


Friend to Clubs 


Many organizations are served 


by this daily page and numerous 
ocal and area activities are re- 
(Orted. 
This page serves as a 


communication between members. 
Printing the advance notice of 
meetings builds public relations 
or the club. 


A number of the clubs that ap- 


>car weekly, semi-monthly and 
monthly on the newspaper's soci- 
ety 
page 
include local 
lodge 


groups, reading circles, patriotic 
organizations, Dixon 
and 
area 


woman's clubs, neighborhood 
clubs, business and professional 
groups, music and drama groups, 
•Jumna* association*, school PTA 


coverage, travel clubs, art associ- 
ations, local sororities, Lee County 
Home Bureau board and individual 
units, guilds, societies and clubs 
of all churches. These are but a 
few of the local and surrounding 
area activities covered by 
this 


page. Nearly 132 local clubs re- 
ceive coverage. 


Weddings, Anniversaries {t 


Many a bride's wedding book 


contains memorable accounts of 
her engagement, prenuptial par- 
ties and the wedding story taken 
Irom the society pages of 
the 


Dixon Evening Telegraph. It has 
been through the years and will 
continue to be a- service of this 
century-old paper to make known 
to the bride's relatives, friends 
and the public, her'plans for the 
future and a review of the moat 
Important occasions in her life. 


Wedding 
anniversaries 
from 
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Sports Fans in the Dixon Area 
Are Real Enthusiasts; Sports 
Editor Tries to Please 'em All 


By HUGH HOUGH 
' 


Telegraph Sports Editor 


What do sports fans want most from the sports page 


they read? 


Scores? Stories? Pictures? Comments? Or all-of 


these? 


To the readers of The Evening Telegraph's sports page 


we try to bring each of these in every issue that comes to 
your doorstep. 
' 


How do we go about bringing this news to Telegraph 


subscribers? It's like this: 


What we want most to do on 


The Telegraph sports page, o 
course, is present as complete a 
picture as possible of the sports 
scene in Dixon- and surrounding 
communities where The Telegraph 
has its largest circulation. 


That means we try to give you 


a personal report of the leading 
flports events in this area. Oi 
course, high school sports, in sea- 
son, get top priority in this pro 
gram. We try to supply not onlj 
a word account, but also a picture 
story of these activities and th 
personalities who participate in 
them. 


Always Carry Story 


During basketball and footbal 


season we do our best to carry a 
least a short story and a box 
score or lineups of every game 
played in this area on the day 
after it occurs. 


Because the sports editor can 


cover only one gam« at a time, we 
havo to rely on the coaches of the 
various area schools to supply the 
vital information on each contcsl 
soon after it is finished. And the 
coaches have cooperated whole- 
heartedly in this program. 


Coaches Named 


Among the coaches who have 


taken time to phone this informa- 
tion after basketball games during 
the past season are J. R. Worley, 
Mt. Morris; Orval Spurlin, Amboy; 
Paul Crafts, Ashton; Max Patrick, 
Franklin Grove; John Sciacca, Lee 
Center; Chuck Vail, Ohio; Homer 
Kuethe, Oregon; Bill Groves, Paw 
Paw; Bob Breckenridgc, Polo; 
Lynn Skoglund, Rochelle; Maurice 
Errion, Steward, and Carson De- 
Jarnett, Hollo. 


But we don't rely completely on 


the telephone for sports informa- 
tion for The Telegraph's out-of- 
Oixon readers. We try often to 
visit each of the towns where this 
news originates to talk to the 
coaches and players personally. 
The same goes for special events 
taking place in these outlying 
.owns. We attempt to present on- 
the-spot coverage of these happen- 
ngs, along with pictures. 


Other Sports, Too 


While high school sports news 


often dominates The Telegraph's 
•sports page and the sports editor's 
ime, other local athletic activities 
jet their share of space during the 
warmer months. Golf, tennis, base- 
ball and Softball are the main 
ones. 


And Friday Shultz, Telegraph 


bowling editor, handles all tcnpin 
letails in his dally column during 
he bowling season. 
The amount of national sports 


news used is determined by the 
volume of Dixon area sports items 
ivallable. Always, however, the 
main sports events of the nation, 
as reported by the Associated 
Press, are presented on The Tele- 
graph's sports page. If there isn't 
oom for detailed accounts of all 
f these events, we try to at least 
nclude the final score of the game 
somewhere on the page. 


Final Scores Sacred 


On evenings when the Dixon 


high school athletic teams have 
games, someone usually is station- 
ed in The Telegraph office ready 
o supply halftlme and final scores 
o fans. This season Darwin Slain 
handled most of the telephone 
luties and also took box scores and 
details of ganw-phoned in by area 
coaches. 


Column Bans Dally 


One of the biggest pleasures of 


he sports editing Job on The Tele- 
gr»pb H cur daUy, column, "Hugh's i 


Views." 


As the name indicates, this col* 


umn Is one of opinion, often of 
one man's opinion, of things in the 
local sports scene. Such a column 
often becomes more than the pre- 
judices of the sports edftor, how- 
ever, and we wish to keep it that 
way. We hope to record the fans' 
views, pro and con, on the sports- 
side of the picture. Letters ar« al- 
ways welcome. 


Any writer, be he the lowest 


sports hack or the prose prince of 
the moment, likes to know that his 
stuff is being read. Anyone writing 
sports for The Telegraph knows 
this news is not only being read, 
but is being digested by a sports 
hungry audience, 


Healthy Situation 


This is a healthy situation. It 


helps keep the writer on his toes. 
He knows that any slip, mental or 
otherwise, will be answered quick- 
ly by a fan or a number of fans 
who know* tho facts of the situa- 
tion. 
. 


But for-those fans who think a 


sports writer has the softest Job 
imaginable, let's take a look at a 
typical day In the life of The Tele- 
graph's sports editor in the middle 
of the frantic Illinois high school 
basketball season. 


This I* Day 


We try to get on the job by 6:30 


a.m. to clear up any writing left 
over from .the previous day and 
also to get started on the task of 
editing the (sports page. It's one 
of the first' pages to be put to- 
gether in The Telegraph each day. 
It is first because most of the 
sports news of importance has oc- 
curred the afternoon or night be- 
fore, while much of the city news 
develops and is written the morn- 
ing of the day the paper is issued. 


By 10 a.m., our "deadline," the 


sports copy for the day, along with 
headlines, should be in the hands 
of the linotype operators. By 12:30 
or 1 p.m., this news is set in type, 
s placed in the page form and it 
ready for a final check on a "page 
proof" before it is ready to Join 
he other pages on the press. 


Afternoon Duties 


After lunch, the afternoon Is 


Icvoted to covering news sources 
in our local "beat" and checking 
ither area newspapers to keep up 
>n the general sports scene. If 
here is no game scheduled for that 
day, we drop in at basketball prao 
ice at Dixon high school to watch 
he progress of the team and talk 
with the coaches. 


If there is a game that night, we 


iover it with typewriter and cam- 
ira, Should the game be played in 
Dixon, we are back in The Tele* 
graph office by 10 p.m. to write 
an account of it If the game is out 
of town, it may be any time up to 
midnight before we arrive back- 
depending on the length of the 
rip and the driving conditions. 


Stories Written 


Back in the office we write the) 


itory of the game we covered, 
write shorter stories on the other 
area games from* the information 
phoned in by the coaches and it 
here was a full schedule of North 
Central conference games, we 
write a roundup story on the con* 
erence picture after compiling the 
landings. 
By this time 12 p.m. is long 


rone and "Hugh's Views" stUJ 
must be. written. 


It's the kind of a job where yon 


iften meet yourself coming back 
o work. It's the kind of job you 
ave to like to itick with. We Ilk* 
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A Journalism School Graduate 
Finds Telegraph Routine Same 
As School-Only Much Faster! 


By BOB HULEV 


, 
Telegraph Staff Member 


There Is a lot of difference between a school of Journalism and i 


daily newspaper. 
I was graduated In February from the Walter Williams school o 


Journalism at the University of Missouri and have discovered quite i 
change after joining The Telegraph editorial ataff In March. 


Many ot the things which were 


taught me are part of the routine 
I follow here each day. but there 
are things that I never learned 
which I need in each day's work. 


News styles are different on all 


newspapers." At Missouri I learned 
one style. At The Telegraph a 
different sjyle is followed. Funda- 
mentally, though, the procedure Is 
the same. 


Constant Pressure 


On a newspaper like The Tele- 


graph, there is constant pressure 
until the deadline of 2:30 p. m. is 
reached. There is no such pressure 
in a journalism school as far as 
the class work is concerned. 


The pressure at Missouri is of 


& different type. There, a student 
takes a class in reporting or 
editing for two hours a day to 
aid in producing a first class daily 
newspaper, The Columbian Mis- 
sourian. The pressure is far less 
because of the smaller amount of 
time spent in actual newspaper 
production. 


Must Be Versatile 


A reporting student in college 


may spend all his time reporting 
one particular subject. 
On The 


Telegraph one must be able to 
handle everything which may come 
up, from a church meeting to a 
fatal accident. 


Where a student might spend a 


week turning out copy for a 
special page, such as a farm page, 
a professional newspaperman must 
be able to turn out such a page 
in much less time. 


I do not regret my journalism 


training. I believe that it is the 
only way newspapers can receive 
adequately trained employes, ex- 
cept in a few cases. 


The basic things which such a 


school has taught me—fairness to 
both sides, reliability as a re- 
porter, 
knowledge 
of 
editing 


methods, a working knowledge of 
photography in its applications to 
the news field—hold as true in 
Dixon as they do in the "halls of 
ivy." 


Handle Correspondents 


Part of my duties on The Tele- 


graph is to handle news from the 
12 Telegraph correspondents in 
towns outside of Dixon. 


Correspondents send in news 


ROBERT "BOB" HtTLEN, newest addition to The Telegraph edi- 
torial staff, joined the news room group during March of this 
year, coming here from the University of Missouri where he 
had secured his degree in journalism. Bob also holds a degree 
in American history and American literature from Bucknell uni- 
versity at I/ewisburg, Pa, His home is in New Haven, Conn. As 
a member 'of the editorial staff Bob Is on general reporting and 
is not assigned to any particular beat. He handles school board 
meetings, city council, community correspondence and spot news 


on wrecks, fires and features 


This Trio Has Been Working on Centennial for Eight Months 


BEGINNING NEARLY EIGHT MONTHS AGO, this trio went to work on the record-breaking news- 
paper you are reading today. Working day and night, seemingly unending hours, their reward came 
when their newspaper went to press on time. At the left is Roy H. Morton, advertising manager of 
The Telegraph, who was transferred from his regular duties with the newspaper to a full-time sched- 
ule on the Centennial. Center. Don Danielson, directed the activities in the biographical and histor- 
ical sections of the special edition. Don, a former employe of The Telegraph, in recent years has 
been connected with the Columbia Broadcasting Co. and the J. Walter Thompson Advertising agency. 
On the right is Harold Hopkins, a University of Missouri journalism school graduate. Hopkins served 
as co-editor of the publication 


material which is usually written 
iy hand This must be typewritten 
n order for the linotype operators 
o be able to set it in a quick 
ashion. 
As much stress must be placed 


upon county news as that which 
comes' from Dixon, Chicago or 
Washington, as this is what a 
reat many of our subscribers 


want to read. 


Must Revise 


Many times material is written 


by the correspondents 
as one 


uld speak rather than as one 


vould read. 
This must be re- 


vorded so that the reader can 
obtain the fullest meaning. 


It is my duty to turn this news 


out as fast as I'can so that sub- 
scribers in Lee, Ogle and Bureau 
counties can get their local news 
as soon as possible. 
Koester--- 
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the progress of the local civil de- 
fense set up. 


However, the above would make 


a rather strenuous day for any 
reporter since all these events 
would have to be covered and writ- 
ten before the deadline. 


Usually not half that much oc- 


curs in one day and sometimes 
the reporter can find nothing— 
not even a marriage license. That 
is where the work of a flesh and 
blood newspaper man differs wide- 
ly from the general, conception 
created 
by movies and radio 


dramas. 


Not Every Day 


On the air or the screen the 


"big story"' happens every day 
while in real life a really BIG 
story breaks maybe once every 
six months if that frequently. 


Fictional 
reporters never are 


bothered with the hum-drum parts 
of a newspaperman's life. 
They 


never have to plow through stacks 
of country correspondence, cut- 
ting out the excess wordage, at- 
tempting to whip it Into some sort 
of style, re-typing sheets covered 
with scrawled pencil notations of 
what Mrs. Jones did at the tea 
party a week ago Tuesday. 


Never Write Obito 


Those dashing heroes of the air 


and screen never spend a good 
portion of the morning writing 
obituaries. They never have to call 
the home of the deceased to get a 
picture, never have to talk to cry- 
ing mothers whose sons have been 
killed In action. 


Above all, they never have to 


cope with the people who think 


they know much more about writ- 
ing a news atory than the report- 
er. They can't understand why the 
paper doesn't print the report, of 
their club meeting in the same 
words the club reporter submitted 
it.' Sometimes they are vehement 
about it. 


Accuracy Important 


One of the essential virtues of 


the city beat reporter is accuracy. 
Of course occasionally a person 
is quoted and after it Is printed 
he will deny he said it at all. Such 
an experience is one of the hazards 
of the game, however. 


It takes training and several se- 


vere tongue lashings from the edi- 
tor before a young reporter learns 
not to use his imagination on any 
news story even though the odds 
are 100 to 1 that it happened ex- 
actly the way he thinks it did. He 
must be sure.' The fates seem to 
take delight in making a liar out 
of any reporter who guesses at any 
single particular in a story. 


Names Must Be Correct 


Names of course must be cor- 


rect. A "D" spoken over the tele- 
phone could be a "D," "B," or "G." 
Correspondingly an "S" can very 
easily be an "F." The reporter 
learns to check and double check 
his notes both when he is taking 


them and when he is writing the 
story. 


In other businesses a mistake 


can be hidden from almost every- 
one but if it is printed, the entire 
city knows about it. It is practi- 
cally impossible to go on week 
after week without making a sin- 
gle error. 


One of the really exhilarating 


experiences of a reporter is beat- 
ing the deadline. If a 'big" story 
breaks, say at noon, the reporter, 
editor and back room staff liter- 
ally have to break all speed rec- 
ords to get the paper on the street 
in time. If engaged in occasion- 
ally this is great sport but if re- 
peated too often it can lead to ul- 
cers. 


Reporting an Accident 


Say a bad accident did occur. 


Either a spectator or neighbor 
might be kind enough to call the 
office to report the wreck. The re- 
porter rapidly gathers his camera 
equipment and note paper and 
speeds to the scene. 


If the reporter is lucky he beats 


the wrecker to the scene of the 
wreck. 


The reporter snaps a couple of 


pictures of the wreck scene. Us- 
ually the officers Investigating the 
crash are too busy to give any in- 
formation on how It happened or 
the names of the victims. Then the 
newspaperman rapidly returns to 
the office with what information 
he has. 


Check Hospital 


He calls the hospital. "Yes, they 


brought in three accident victims. 
No, I don't know their names nor 


their injuries," are the usual an- 
swers. Next he checks with the of- 
ficers again who by now have a 
fairly complete report of what 
happened and who was involved. 
If someone was killed, he checks 
the coroner for the time of the 
inquest. Then he rapidly checks for 
information for an obituary of the 
deceased. 


Back to the hospital. If the 


names and injuries are known the 
story is about ready, but, if not, he 
must try to contact the physician. 
After all these preliminaries he is 
ready to write the story and to 
type, cut lines for the wreck pic- 
ture.' All this is done with one 
eye on the clock which speeds to- 
ward the deadline time at a rate 
never experienced at other times. 
Usually he makes it and after- 
wards feels the contentment of a 
job well done. 


Sometimes Slow • 


All these things are part of the 


job of a city beat reporter—all 
these and more. As mentioned be- 
fore most of the time it is slow, 
occasionally there is something 
big and he races at top speed to 
get the news to the reader. 


When the work is done and the 


page locked up, the reporter can 
stand in the pressroom and watch 
the papers begin to come off the 
press, slowly at first so he can 
read the headline above his "big" 
story—then faster and faster until 
all the print is blurred. 


The thunder of the presses rocks 


the concrete floor. This is the 
sound to him of a well tuned in- 
strument to a concert artist, the 
drone of an engine to the pilot or 
the roar of applause to an actor. 
The deep throated roar of the ma- 
chinery as the cylinders spin and 
the paper flies through the folder 
and cutter—this is the music that 
repays any reporter for hard work. 
Strouss - - - 
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the first until the 50th, 60th or 
higher are news in this newspaper 
with special emphasis placed up- 
on the 25th and 50th anniversary 
events. 


Regulars on Page 


Among the always-to-be-found 


features of the woman's page are 
the daily calendar (an aid to all 
women), the weekly homemakers' 
column by the Lee county home 
adviser, and 
worthy 
household 


h'nts and menus. Three or four- 
line fillers carry interesting hints 
fcr the women of the family. 


The society editor usually is a 


woman, thus insuring members 
ot the fairer sex a woman's out- 
look on beauty and clothes. Time- 
ly Information on beauty and the 
latest fashions appears from time 
to time In the social news. 


She has Interest for the men 


cf the area, also. Activities of 
the Men's Garden club In Dixon 
and Grange news are handled 
through this department and this, 


as all the news received, is 
handled with interest and given 
a proportionate amount of space. 


Holidays Happy Days 


Holidays are happy days for the 


society page. 
Weeks ahead of 


the coming holiday the society 
editor is at work securing itemsf 
and picture material. 


Also made available 
to the 


readers on the • social page are 
items pertaining to the Dixon high 
school and grade schools, their 
drama and music activities and 
news of the individual students. 


Pictures which appear daily on 


this page are reproduced from 
those .submitted by people of the 
Dixon area and are engraved and 
run in the paper without charge.'A 


It is the purpose of the society 


editor of the Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph to cover as many lectures, 
concerts ' and other activities as 
time allows. Much credit for the 
interest of this page should go 
to the correspondents of the clubs 
as they see that the particular 
news of their club is delivered to 
the paper. 


Briefs Important 


Constantly adding to the inter- 9 


est of the woman's page are per-, 
sonal items such as Mr. and Mrs. 
John Doe entertained at dinner, 
ot Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jones are 
in Chicago. 


Area towns that supply news to 


this section of the newspaper are, 
Amboy, Sublette, West Brooklyn, 
Lee Center, Franklin Grove, Ash- 
ton, Ohio, Nachusa. Polo and Ore- 
gon. 
Much of this news is sent& 


to the society desk by the corres-™ 
pondents hired by the paper in 
these towns and 
by 
individual 


groups. 


Makeup and Space 


Makeup is one of the most im- 


portant factors to be considered 
when planning any page of the 
paper. The best 
news in the 


world of any nature can be over- 
looked ii placed in a disorderly 
fashion on 
the 
page. Proper^ 


placement of pictures on this or^ 
any page can lend it a look of 
beauty or untidiness. Well plan- 
ned makeup is the 
success or 


downfall of any page in any paper. 


Three to five columns are usu- 


ally allotted for the society page 
ir each day's edition. 


Important to Community 


It can be said without hesitance, 


the society page of the 
Dixon 


Evening Telegraph has played an-| 
important part in the history of^ 
Dixon. Nearly every activity of 
a social nature that takes place 
in this city is recorded on the 
social page with advance stories 
and complete picture and story 
coverage of the 
actual 
event. 


This is shown in each year's re- 
portings of the Dixon Woman's 
club annual spring flower show. 
This year's show, "Century of 
Beauty" received its inspiration*, 
from the centennial of the Dixoii¥y 
Evening Telegraph. 


Hand in Hand With Progress! 
TRUCKING 


An opportunity to be an integral part of Com- 
munity Progress has been ours in the trucking 
, 


business for years. We are working "hand in 
hand with progress" everytime a customer re- 


- quests our services. There is even a fair possi- 


bility that the very paper you hold was 
transported from a railroad siding .to the Tele- 
graph office, before printing, in one of our 
trucks. This, too, is progress, and we are proud 
to have had some small part in it Congratula- 
tions to the Dixon Evening Telegraph on 100 
years of splendid service to the community. 
HERBERT LING 


TRUCKING COMPANY 


DIXON, ILLINOIS 
PHONE 4-9981 


BUILDING DIXON 


The heart of a city is its homes. In the home each 
family centers its love, enjoys its comforts, enter- 
tains its friends. The D I X O N B U I L D I N G 
EMPLOYER ASSOCIATION is dedicated to serve 
you — Its members are dependable, reliable, and 
efficient. For service in building and remodeling 
your home, you can depend on members of the 
Dixon Building Employer Association 


• 


General Contractors 


W. E. HUBBELL 


- 
M. E. WENTLEVG 
H. J. JENSEN 
H. F. SMITH 
WM. MEPPIN 
MAX JOHNS 


THEODORE WENTLING 


J. R. HOYLE 


Plumbing and Heating 


KLEIN & HECKMAN 


ED WITZLEB 


JOHN THOMAS 


Heating and 
Sheet Metal 
R. K. BHODES 


C. MORAN 


Painting and 
Decorating 
CHAS. RESTED 
ED THOMPSON 


Hoofing, Flooring 


GORAL BROS. 


Roofing and Flooring 


and Siding 


W. H. SULLIVAN AND SON 


Insulation 


THE WALLFILL COMPANY 


(Robert C. Swaney) 


Mill WorJc 
G. L. MESSER 


Material Dealers 


WILBUR LUMBER COMPANY 


(C. Hasselbarg) 


r 


Dixon Building 


Employer Association 


ORGANIZED IN DIXON IN 1923 
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The Business Department- A Key Newspaper Operation 


ROBERT E. SHAW, general manager of The Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph, joined the staff after attending the University of Illinois. 
In his early service to the newspaper he worked in the various de- 
partments and for a short time received special training in com- 
mercial printing at Milwaukee, Wls. Robert Shaw's activities are 
not confined to the newspaper alone, for he also directs the opera- 
tion of the commercial printing division, which is often referred to 
as the River Street plant. This department not only produces print- 
Ing for local firms and industries but also services customers 


throughout the country. 


BERNICE WADSWORTH, secretary-bookkeeper, is in charge of 
all of tho records of the B. F. Shaw company commercial printing 
plant. She schedules orders for production and forwards invoices 
and shipping information to customer accounts, many of which 
are local while others are in states from coast to coast. Pre- 
viously to assuming this position, Mrs. Wadsworth had served 


in the proof reading department and photo division. 


WE'RE 


CELEBRATING 


OUR 


BIRTHDAY 


TOO . . . 


* OUR TENTH 


As we look back over the past ten years 
we are grateful for the many friends 
we have made and for the wonderful 
business we have enjoyed. To all who 
•have made our success possible we 
extend our sincere thanks. To the Dixon 
Evening Telegraph on is 100th Anni- 
versary we offer our congratulations. 


Mademoiselle 
Beauty Shoppe 


105U Galena Ave. 
Dial 2-8811 


Marian Nealy — Gladys Martin 


Operators 


EVELYN BURTON 


Manicurist 


The B. F: Shaw Printing Company Has Grown From an 
Organization Employing Twelve to One of 600 Workers 


Perhaps in no other department has the steady progress of the B. 


P. Shaw Printing Co. been reflected more than in the business depart- 
ment, which has seen this organization grow in the half-century from 
a small Midwest newspaper into a printing and publishing enterprise 
in two states. • 


In these early days, the newspaper employed less than a dozen 


people and did a total annual business of less than $13,000. A great 
deal of the type was handset and only a few carrier-boys were needed, 
to distribute The Telegraph in the immediate Dixon area. 


News material was received by letter and wire. Today's fast 


methods of news-gathering were unknown. There were relatively few 
pictures and the news content of the publication confined itself mainly 
to local happenings. 


Small Press 


The printing was accomplished on small single-revolution presses 


that required hours of press-time for a single edition. 


Individualistic journalism was a dominant characteristic of news- 


papers in those early days. The editorial department expressed per- 
sonal views often in regular news stories and did not necessarily con- 
fine itself to the editorial page. This was certainly a courageous era 
that built a solid foundation for the B. F. Shaw printing and publishing 
business. 


Contrast all that with the operation as it exists today. Now, in 


The Evening Telegraph organization alone there are more than 
75 employes, and the B. P. Shaw Printing Co. with its associated firm 
in Dixon employs more than 150 full-time personnel. Add to these 
approximately 150 part-time workers and it can be seen that the or 
ganlzation now numbers nearly 300 in Dixon alone. 


Company Expanded 


As the business of the company developed, further expansion was 


carried out in the printing and publishing business In other communl 
ties. More than 15 years ago, the Shaw company launched two print 
ing plants in Chicago, and operated in that city for many years. Four 
years ago one of the plants was moved to Dixon and is now known 
as the Dixon Publishing Company. 


During the past 10 years, the Shaw firm has acquired newspapers 


and printing plants in Newton and Creston, la,, and at Woodstock 
McHenry and Rock Falls, 111. From this humble beginning of less 
than 12 people, the personnel of this organization throughout the two 
states now has grown to more than 600 full and part-time workers. 


The business department of the organization is by necessity very 


close to all of these operations in order that close cooperation can be 
maintained. Even though each institution is operated as a separate 
corporation with its corresponding departments and directors, certain 
policies and business practices are uniform in all of them. 


AGNES MURPHY is in charge of the bookkeeping department 
at The Telegraph and is responsible for all of the records per- 
taining to the newspaper. She also coordinates the records of 
affiliated .companies with those of the B. F. Shaw Printing com- 
pany, the corporation which publishes this newspaper. These 
affiliate's are printing plants and newspapers elsewhere in Illi- 


nois and Iowa 


OLIVE REED, bookkeeper, maintains detailed informs Mon on ad- 
vertising and circulation revenues. All of the inches qf advertising 
which appear daily must be measured accurately and posted to the 
various accounts. Mrs. Reed works closely with the auditing firm 
from Chicago which makes periodic examinations of the local busi- 


ness records. 
' 


From This Corner The B. F. Shaw Printing Company 
Expanded Into Five Illinois and Iowa Communities 


THIS IS THE HOME OF THE DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH. In 1894 B. P. Shaw and his son Associate Editor Eustace Shaw 
erected a building on this corner which was 25 x 60 feet, two stories high. Since that date repeated additions have been made to the 
structure and Tin recent years the newspaper has expanded into the building on the right and now occupies both floors of the_ two build- 


which can be seen in this photograph 
The original Telegraph plant at this site extended past the third window to the left and 


o : havl^Y bSndta* to the right of it. James C. Mead, Dixon printer and merchant, set the first type in this building and he 
** 
produced Vol. I, No. 1, of this newspaper in 1851. Today these two buildings house the very latest type- 
no : hav 
one** 
. , 
. , 
setting and newspaper equipment in the midwest. The present staff of this newspaper numbers nearly 50. 


What Famous Journalists Said About Newspapers . 


An editor is really a trustee, 


entitled to his proflta if they are 
clean and decent to the fullest 
extent that he may make them, 
but not entitled to make his 
profits at the community's loss. 
Unless he can give the public 
some valuable thing—information, 
guidance, or entertainment—he 
has no right to his profits.— 
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE, (edi- 
tor Emporia, Kans., Gazette) 


The story ,of an individual is 


generally more interesting than 
that of a group, for the reason 
that the reader identifies himself 
with an individual—-F, p. ADAMS 
.(18»1 —), columnist. 


I say to you that we cannot 


build up a great and safe de- 
mocracy on movies and Jazz and 
comic strips. 
Give up these by 


all means—for we do not want to 
draw faces overlong—but give us 
also more of the sentiment and 
the philosophy and the fact* that 
are pregnant with the fate of hu- 
man society. —EDWARD PRICE 
BELL (1869-1943) European cor- 
respondent, Chicago Daily News. 


The duty of the newspaper is to 


comfort the afflicted and to afflict 
the 
comfortable. 
v— FINLEY 


PETER 
DUNNE 
(1867-1936), 


Chicago humorist and newspaper- 
man. 


A newspaper exists only be- 


cause it is the purveyor of news. 
If it ceases to publish the news in 
a reasonably complete form, 
it 


presently ceases to exist, for the 
public dooms it to a swift or 
lingering death, and rightly so.— 
CHARLES H. DENNIS (I860- 
1943), editor emeritus of the Chlr 
cago Dally News. 


Whoever knew truth put to the 


worse in a fair and open encoun- 
ters? 
For who knows the 


truth if 
atrong next 
to 
the 


Almighty;' she needs no policies, 
no stratagems, no Hcensings to 
make her victorious.—JOHN MIL- 
TON (1608-1774), 


The average man thinks in 


concrete images. You tell him an 
abstraction and he's lost if he 
can't draw a picture across his 
brain. That's why the successful 
men of all times have talked in 
images, anecdotes and parable*. 
"Tell us a story," must have been 
one of the first sentences men 
learned to say. —J. CHARLES 
POE (1900 —), former executive 
editor, Chattanooga News. 


There are only two reasons for 


buying newspapers—curiosity and 
habit. —LORD NORTHCLIFFE 
(1865-1922), English newspaper 
magnate. 


ARNOLD V. LUND, business manager of The Dlxpn Evening 
Telegraph, came to Dixon 14 years ago after being associated with 
the Canton, 111., Daily leader and his home town newspaper, the 
Clinton, la., Herald. Aside from his duties with this newspaper, 
Lund directs the activities of the outside publications and printing' 
plants which are owned by this company. They include the Mc- 
Hcnry Plain Dealer, McHenry, 111.; The Woodstock Dally Sentinel, 
Woodstock, 111.; Rock Falls Record Printing Co., Rock Falls, 111.; 
Newton Daily News, Newton, la., and the Creston News-Adver- 


tiser, Creston, la. 


PAULINE HULEN, switchboard operator and proof reader, is on* 
of the newest members of The Evening Telegraph staff, having 
come to Dixon during March with her husband, Bob, who is a re- 
porter on the editorial staff. A graduate of Stephens college, Mrs. 
Hulen takes hundreds of incoming calls a day over this newspaper 
switchboard and routes them to the proper departments. She also 
carefully checks all editorial copy of The Telegraph for mistakes 


in spelling, grammar and ommisslons. 


Over two decades devoted exclus- 
ively to millinery! Ample time for 
us to accumulate the finest lines 
available—Gage Hats, Brewster, 
Goebel Models, and many others. 


,We are proud to have served you in 
the past... and to serve you now. 
In addition to "ready-made" milli- 
nery, Miss Cunningham and I are 
pleased at all times to take care 
of the needs of you who wish 
hand-made hats to match that new 
euit or dress. 


Helen M. Shickley 


Millinery 


122 GaltRa 
Phont 2-0851 
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A PROGRESSIVE DIXON INDUSTRY 


JWlANY of the overhead doors used 
in residential garages, warehouses, 
truck terminals, service stations, and 
factories throughout the whole country 
are manufactured right here in Dixon 
by Raynor Manufacturing Company. 


Here carved panel garage doors are 
made for complimenting the architec- 
ture of the home; these doors have be- 
come very popular for the garage that 
is located near the front of the house 
and facing the street. Important in the 
Raynor line are the large industrial 
doors so necessary in large factories 
where efficient operating doors are 
needed. Service stations in many of 
the nation's cities are equipped with 
Raynor Hy-Lift doors—constructed to 
give additional lift where a car is 
raised on a hoist. 


All Raynor doors are constructed of 
wood sections and metal parts consist- 
ing of track, springs, hinges and roll- 
ers. Springs counterbalance the door 
which opens up vertically and rolls 
into a horizontal track up overhead, 
out of the way. 
. 


Every week cars of lumber and ply- 


wood roll into Dixon from the west 
coast for Raynor. Truckload after 
truckload of steel and other materials 
arrive daily for the manufacture of 
Raynor doors. Wood sections and 
metal parts are made in the plant thru 
the use of the many saws, planers, ten- 
noners, mortisers, presses, shearers, 
welding machines. Raynor Manufac- 
turing Company is providing employ- 
ment for its family of 175 men and 
women who come from the "Greater 
Dixon" area. 


This is truly a Dixon industry. All Ray- 
nor doors being distributed throughout 
the nation are manufactured in Dixon. 
Raynor Manufacturing Company is 
proud to be a part of a progressive 
community and plan to "Grow with 
Dixon." 


3. ' Photographed above is the modem plant 


. 
and general offices of the Raynor Manu- 
facturing Company on East River Road, 
Dixon, Illinois. 


fj. 
Showing three Raynor Commercial Over- 
head doors on the garage of the Dixon 
Home Telephone Building on W. 2nd St., 
Dixon, Illinois. 


£. 
One of Raynor's handsome and massive 
carved raised panel overhead doors on a 
residential garage attached to the house. 


1946 
1951 


Growing With Dixon 


Since 1946 


The Raynor Manufacturing Company extends sincere 


congratulations to the Dixon Evening Telegraph 


on this important anniversary... its 100th • 


Raynor Manufacturing Co. 


E. RIVER ROAD 
*:• 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
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Telegraph Advertising- A Top Ranking Sales Medium 
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WILLARD PARKER, display advertising staff member, began 
his career with this newspaper as a carrier salesman over 14 
years ago. Following his service in World War II, he returned 
to The Telegraph and has become well-known in Dixon's business 
district. 
"Willie" prepares copy and discusses advertising pro- 


grams with about 40 individual merchants who are on his regu- 


r call list. -He is pictured here checking through an advertis- 
g illustration service book for an appropriate picture which is 


to be used in a food advertisement 


GENE BURROUGHS of the advertising department joined The 
Telegraph in June,-1949, after graduating with a degree in jour- 
nalism from the University of Illinois. In this photo he is pre- 
paring a full page layout for one of his accounts. Upon com- 
pletion Gene will discuss various phases of the ad with the mer- 
chant and secure descriptions of any late merchandise which the 
store may desire to include. His home is in Collinsville, 111., 
and he served in the army engineers corps during World War II. 


ROY MORTON, (right), advertising manager of the Dixon Eve- 
ning Telegraph, discusses a forthcoming promotional campaign 
with Harold Cook, well-known Dixon merchant. Morton, director 
of all phases of advertising in this newspaper, came to Dixon in 
1949 after serving the Adrian. Mich., Daily Telegram for ten years. 
Previously he worked on newspapers in Ohio, He has devoted his 
full time to the Centennial edition for the past seven months, 
calling on accounts throughout the midwest as well as in Dixon. 


Newspaper Advertising Lead 
All Other Methods in Direct 
Sales Approach to U. S. Home 


By ROY MORTON 


Telegraph Advertising Manager 


"I remember your face, but your name escapes me" .. . How often 


we hear an expression of this character which places emphasis on the 
fact that impressions received through the eye register far more 
indelibly than those received through the ear. 
This is proven in 


today's newspaper'advertising story. 


Advertising 
in 
its 
simplest 


analysis is the business of reach- 
ing and influencing the mass mind 
regardless of whether 
it 
deals 


with food or fountain pens, cos- 
metics or automobiles. Its primary 
objective is to implant definite 
ideas in the minds of readers or 
listeners. 


Carries a Message 


A message of an individual or 


an institution can of course be 
transported to the minds of the 


From one 


Congratulations to Dixon's own Evening Telegraph on 
its successful completion of a century of public service. 


We have a keen appreciation of such a splendid rec- 
ord, for it was dedication to service en our part that 
fashioned our great railroad from its humble begin- 
ning more than a century ago. As a result, our passen- 
gers today ride in greater comfort and safety aboard 
modern ^streamliners . . . shippers are better served 
through diesel-powered time freights, improved roll- 
ing stock and more efficient terminal facilities. 


A good newspaper like a good railroad, succeeds only 
if it serves well. We salute you, fellow centenarian! 


CHICAGO AND NORTH WESTERN SYSTEM 


Pioneer'Railroad of Chicago and th« Woct — Sine* 1I4S 


masses on a variety of vehicles 
some of which utilize the written 
word while others 
use 
speech 


Newspapers, 
periodicals, 
radio 


television, bill boards, posters am 
even sky writing are but a few 
of today's advertising media. Ac- 
tually, 
however, 
surveys 
have 


proven that the newspaper sur- 
passes all other media in the first 
requirement 
of 
advertising 
— 


namely that of reaching and influ- 
encing the majority of the minds 
in America today. Proof of this 
lies in the fact that merchants 
throughout-the United States now 
appropriate more than 90 per cent 
of their advertising dollar to daily 
and weekly publications. 


Monuments to Advertising 


Scores of pages have been writ- 


ten on this subject but one ex- 
ample may serve to suggest the 
magnitude 
of the 
newspaper's 


power.^n influencing the buyer's 
dollar. In every village and city 
throughout the country there are 
certain establishments (to which 
inhabitants of the 
communities 


point with pride. These establish- 
ments are famous as emporiums 
of merchandising and are monu- 
ments to the business of selling 
goods. But, behind the scenes they 
are really monuments to the power 
of newspaper advertising which 
has given the 
people 
"buying 


ideas" which have resulted in the 
continuous growth of the business. 
The newspaper has created the 
"buying mood" within the com- 
munity. 


It's a Dally Habit 


Mr. and Mrs. Consumer have for 


generations established a daily 
habit of reaching for their local 
newspaper at the beginning of or 
at the conclusion of each day of 
the week. From these pages they 
glean the happenings of their 
friends 
and neighbors whether 


they be next door or five miles 
away. 


Directly along side of this vital 


information they come upon the 
friendly messages and shopping 
hints from their local merchants 
and so Mr. and Mrs. Consumer es- 
tablish a continuous habit of shop- 
ping from their newspaper. Their 
paper talks "shop" to them more 
frequently than any other media 
whether' it be on clothes, food or 
the family automobile. The news- 
paper is the one product that be- 
comes as much a part of the daily 
life of the American home as the 
bread and butter on the dining 
room table. 


News Plus Ads , 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 


has for the past 100 years recog- 
nized this principle and has con- 
tinuously made every effort to 
present a daily for the area which 
would serv.e not only to present 
the news but also as a media 
which would help the economy of 
the home, the economy Of the 
merchant and the economy of the 
community through advertising. 


A complete advertising depart- 


ment of six full-time staff mem- 
bers is maintained at this news- 
paper. The department is divided 
Into three classifications, one sec- 
tion which deals with local ad- 
vertising, another which embraces 
national advertising and a third 
which handles classified ads. 


All forms of display advertising 


which originate in the Dixon area 
come under the general head of 
oca) copy and are handled by 
'our members of the department. 
Many accounts appear in the Tele- 
graph on a weekly basis while 
others will be found or. the page* 


IS 


BEN T. SHAW, national advertising director of The Evening Tele- 
graph, returned to Dixon in 1930 to rejoin the staff after serving 
over 15 years in the electrical engineering field in Colorado, Dela- 
ware and Florida. He entered this vocation shortly after his grad- 
uation from the engineering school at the University of Illinois. 
In connection with the national advertising of this newspaper he is 
in close contact with the agencies and nationally known firms who 


run promotional campaigns in this newspaper. 


PATRICIA "PAT" O'ROURKE, classified advertising manager, 
receives a multitude of phone calls each day as readers insert 
want ads for the current day's paper. Many advertisements are 
brought directly to the office by homemakers and merchants and 
"every effort is made to properly phrase the sales message so 
that maximum results can be obtained from the insertion. A 
deadline of 10 a, m. Is maintained on want ads five days a week 
but on Saturday the deadline is 9 a. m. "Pat" lives in Amboy 
and became a member of the advertising department in 1950. 


of this newspaper every day. 


Handle Own Accounts 


The various individuals of the 


ocal division are assigned specific 
accounts upon whom they call at 
east once each week while others 
require daily service. 
The staff 


man discusses the merchant's in 
ventory and sales 
plans 
from 


which copy is prepared for publi- 
cation. 
Since a merchant must 


coordinate his store's operation 
with the "pulling power" of the 
campaign, often these promotions 
sales and advertisements are pre- 
>ared weeks in advance. Window 
displays, interior decorations, price 
tickets and store sales meetings 
must be in tune with the promo- 
tion campaign. 


Campaigns Vary 


Throughout the year and at var- 


ous seasons the advertising story 
of individual stores is keyed to the 
requirements of the period. For 
jxample, Easter is unlike Christ- 
mas advertising, while back-to- 
,chool copy for youngsters dif- 
ers from that which appears at 
acation time. 
Local displays are sold by col- 


imn inches and merchants sign a 
ontract with the Telegraph to use 
a stipulated amount of space each 
veek or month for a year. In view 
if this agreement, they receive 
'eductions in rates dependent upon 
he amount of space which they 
guarantee to use during the forth- 
oming year. 
The local display 


Hepartment 'offers 
a complete 


ervicc to the retail merchants, in. 
lustry and professional man and 
ivery facility is maintained at the 
Dixon Evening Telegraph to pre- 
•>are an attractive advertisement 
onsisting of pictures, art work 
nd the very latest of type faces, 
'his newspaper has on repeated 
ccasions received national rec- 
gnition for outstanding prescn- 
ations in the field of mercantile 
dvertising. 


National Advertising 


The national advertising which 
ppcars in the 
Dixon 
Evening 


Telegraph can be best explained 


y saying It consists of sales mes- 
ages of national products.which 
re offered for sale in local estab- 
shmcnts. This field ranges from 
utomobiles to cigarets and from 


medicinal products to home appli- 


nces. 
This form of advertising is sold 


agencies who 
represent 
the 


manufacturers. 
Generally speak- 


ng, Telegraph staff members do 
ot call upon these agencies since 
cwspapers join hands and employ 
representative who secures earn- 
aigns for his group 
of news- 


apcrs. 
National ads arrive at th« Tele- 


graph in mat or plate form and 


are generally scheduled from two 
weeks to a month ahead of publi- 
cation. One person in the advertis- 
ing department handles the details 
of receiving, checking and insert- 
ing these forms of sales messages. 
After publication tear sheets of 
the ad are mailed to the agencies. 
The magnitude of national adver- 
tising can best be illustrated when 
it is realized that more than 1,800 
daily newspapers and nearly 10,000 
weekly papers carry these sched- 
ules thoughout the year. 


"Want Ad" Section 


The division of tho advertising 


department which is perhaps best 
known to the 34,000 daily readers 
of the Dixon Evening Telegraph is 
known as the classified ad or 
"want ad" section. Help wanted, 
for sale and rentals arc but a few 
of the classifications which tell 
the story of the community re- 
quirements each week day of the 
year. It has often been said that 
want ads are as interesting as any 
news which appears on other pages 
of the publication. It is the form 
of advertising which is used by 
more people, more often than any 
other kind. Its cost is low and its 
reader interest high. 


For here is the pulse of the area 


where a newcomer can rapidly 
become familiar with 
his 
new 


friends and neighbors. He imme- 
diately can ascertain who is will- 
ing to sharpen -his lawn mower, 
who desires to plow his garden or 
who will haul his livestock to 
market. 


Many Are Phoned 


Want ads are received at the 


Telegraph until 10 a. m. each 
week day except Saturday and 
until 9 a. m. on Saturday. Many 
advertisements are phoned to the 
office while others are brought to 
;he classified desk. 


Competent ad takers give In- 


dividual attention to each adver- 
tisement and make every effort to 
)hrase the message properly to 
>ring immediate results. 


In most cases addresses and 


)hone numbers appear with the ad 
vhilo in others, because of a de- 
sire on the part of the advertiser 
.o remain anonymous, a box num- 
ber Li assigned and readers are 
required to direct their answers 
n care of the number at the news- 
>aper. 


Yes, this is the story of adver- 


,lsing as it passes in review each 
day in the Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph. 
And although additional 


methods and techniques of sales 
>romot!on have been developed in 
•eccnt decades the overall pattern 
was basically the same on May I, 
851, when B. F. Shaw and as- 
sociates produced 
volume one, 


number one of UU« 


DON PHILLIPS, assistant advertising manager of this newspaper, 
is pictured "making up'' the pages of the next edition. The place- 
ment of advertisements on a newspaper page is carried out m this 
department by various members of the staff. Don has been in 
charge of this division in the absence of Morton, the advertising 
manager, who was assigned to tho special edition for many 
months. Don has been with The Telegraph since his return from 
World War II, during which time, he saw service with the army 


air corps. 


ALICE SHELLER of tho advertising department checks a na- 
tional ad which has been scheduled for a future edition. Miss 
Shelter handles all of the records on this form of advertising and 
makes certain that the messages appear on the proper days. 
She also serves as department secretary and has been a mem- 
ber of the staff since December, 1938. Miss Shellcr keeps a com- 
plete record of local display advertising which is run in thla 
newspaper and maintains information on local advertising 


contracts 


ROBERT COXTLE, a member of the advertising department, 
looks up from his desk .where he is preparing a centennial adver- 
tisement. He was not able to see the big edition go to press sine* 
he was recalled to active service in the marine corps during the 
early part of April. He is now stationed in California. Bob 
originally joined the staff in 1945 and is well known by all the 
merchants in this community. He has also served with other 
Shaw newspapers at Woodstock, 111., Creston, In., and Rock Falls. 


W. »rr* by null from Main* to C«lUoraU. Our 21th 
y..r of i.rrk.. WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK ALWAYS. 
II you'r* net ullilitd with th» mulls ot your praunl 
•dr.rlilinij, pl««M writ* Ul. 
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If '• Circulation Staff-It Hustles The Telegraph to Your Door 


: 


GAIL OGAX, Jr., circulation'helper, receives telephone calls be- 
tween 5 and 6:30 o'clock each afternoon and supplies information 
relative to want ads. subscriptions and delivery complaints. Every 
effort is made to dispatch a paper immediately to the home which 
may have been overlooked in the regular delivery route. Gail, a 
Dixon high school senior, has been connected with the circulation 
department for more than seven years, first as a carrier-salesman 


and later as a part-time staff member. 


DAVID HUGKJINS, left, city carrier-salesman, hands his orders 
for extra copies of the Centennial edition to LARRY LUND of the 
circulation department, while PAUL CARL8OX, also of Dixon, 
looks on. The city and suburban carriers accepted orders for 
extra copies from their customers throughout the area. David had 
the distinction of securing 56 orders, the highest number in the 


city, while Paul obtained 51, to rate second. 
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THOMAS WEST, circulation manager, who directs the activities 
of over 125 carrier-salesmen, motor route men, mail room crews 
and office personnel. 
West came to The Telegraph in 1944 from 


the Clinton, Iowa, Herald on which newspaper he served in a simi- 
lar capacity for more than 15 years. Aside from his circulation 
duties he maintains a corps of special writers who serve as cor- 
respondents in this newspaper's circulation area, and in recent 
years he has assumed added responsibilities in other business af- 


fairs connected with this newpaper. 


106 Carrier Boys in City and 
Outlying Areas Work as Team 
To Distribute Your Daily News 


By TORI WEST 


Telegraph Circulation Manager 


Today, after 100 years in the business, The Evening 


Telegraph has more readers than ever before in its century 
of operation. 


And the circulation department hopes to add still more 


subscriptions to the growing Telegraph family soon. 


' Finding new readers for The Telegraph is an important 


duty for the circulation staff. But it is not the most im- 
portant job this department has to do. 


The main duty of this staff,' one 


fiat demands constant attention, 
is the task of keeping the pres- 
tnt 
subscribers 
happy. 
That 


means the circulation department 
must make sure the readers get 
their paper on time. 
It means 


efficient paper boy 
and girls 


must be hired. And it means close 
cooperation is necessary between 
other departments that help pro- 
duce The Evening Telegraph. 


10G Carriers 


Five full-Umo 
employes, 
15 


part-time workers and 106 car- 
riers form the circulation team 
that gets this job done for Tole- 
giaph readers. 


Of 
this staff, 
no doubt the 


leaders are best acquainted with 
the carrier boys and girls. These 
faithful "little merchants" are as 
familiar as the postman to most 
households. 
And their appear- 


ance is greeted 
just as warmly 


each day. They arc a vital aid to 
the smooth 
operation 
of 
any 


newspaper. 
The Telegraph real- 


izes this and tries to impress the 
fact upon the carriers themselves. 


38 Curriers In Dlvnn 


Of the 106 carriers employed 


by The Telegraph, 58 serve the 
residents 
of Dixon, 
while 
the 


other -*8 aim their shots at the 
porches of subscribers in the area 
siround Dixon. 


The term "little merchants" has 


be<>n used previously to describe 
the carrier corps of The Evening 
Telegraph. It is an apt title. For 
the carriers actually are in busi- 
nes for themselves. 
They buy 


the papers they deliver each week 
wholesale from 
The 
Telegraph 


r.nd then sell them at retail de- 
l-very or subscription charges set 
by this paper. 


The difference in the two prices, 


the 
carriers pocket 
as 
profit. 


These boys and girls not only col- 
lect for the papers they have de- 
livered, they also sell new sub- 
scriptions as a means of adding to 
their weekly pay. 


To emphasize that these carriers 


have a chance to earn more than 
just "spending money" on their 
i espective routes, it might be men- 
tioned here that they have a to- 
tal earning power of $22,000 each 
year. 


Training Program 


Because The Telegraph realizes 


the Important part these boys and 
Rirls play in the success of the 
newspaper a carrier training pro- 
pam is carried on by the circu- 
lation 
department. 
The 
points 


stressed In 
this 
program 
are 


meant to make them not only bet-, 
ter carriers, but also to make 
them better citizens. 


They are taught to deliver their 


papers promptly and to a place 
where the subscriber can easily 
reach them. They are taught to 
bill the 
subscribers 
promptly. 


They are taught how to meet the 
public when soliciting new sub- 
scriptions and collecting for pa- 
pers already delivered. 


Parent* Contacted 


Before these 
carrier-salesmen 


nre hired by The Telegraph, their 
parents arc contacted, so they 
know what the duties of the new 
Job will be nnd what Is expected 
of the carrier. 


Faithful carrier service Is re- 


warded by The Telegraph circula- 
tion department through periodic 
trips to places which offer amuse- 
ment and education. 
Such trips 


have been made to baseball games 
rnueeums, COM and other such 


points of interest. 


All subscribers within the city 


limits of Dixon receive their daily 
copy of The Telegraph by carrier. 
They number well over 4,000. Al- 
together, almost 80 per cent of 
The Telegraph subscribers receive 
ucir copy the same day it 
is 


printed. 


Itural Service 


To those carriers in towns out- 


side of Dixon, The Telegraph is 
delivered in 
three 
automobiles. 


Each afternoon these three cars 
bring bundles of Telegraphs 
to 


:he carriers. 
They travel nearly 


100,000 miles during the year. 


On their regular routes to the 


.•airier boys, the drivers of these 
cars deliver some 300 Telegraphs 
.o rural subscribers 
along the 


•oad. 


Speed Important 


Members of the circulation de- 


jartment cooperate closely with 
other Telegraph staffs to insure 
on-time delivery of the newspapers 
e\cry day. 


Close schedules are maintained 


daily and speed becomes an" im- 
lortant element as The Telegraph 
nears its deadline. Within a few 
minutes after the big 
printing 


i esses start rolling, newspapers 


are rushed to the postoffice for 
delivery on a southern Lee County 
star route which serves Harmon, 
Subletle, Amboy and Eldcna. /• 


At 2:50 p. m. papers are hurried 


.0 the mailroom for addressing 
and dispatching, And at 3:05, the 
postoffice truck goes out of the 
ccal post office with its consign- 
?iont of 1000 newspapers for these 
ocalities. 


Three full-time office workers 


iclp make sure the' circulation 
staff carries out its end of the 
split-second timing necessary to 
meet this deadline every day. 


Another of the primary func- 


ions of the 
circulation depart- 


ment is the conduct of periodic 
subscription 
campaigns. 
These 


are carried on mainly by direct 
n;ail and through 
the 
personal 


contacts of the carrier boys. 


ABC Audit 


Such campaigns, of course, have 


as their aim an ever-increasing 
subscription list. Because the ad- 
;ertising rates of any newspaper 
nre based on its total subscrip- 
tions, advertisers are 
especially 


nterested in the number of sub- 
scribers The 
Telegraph reaches. 


To insure these advertisers an ex- 
act subscription figure, The Tele- 
graph has joined the Audit Bureau 
cf Circulation, an 
organization 


.hat checks and verifies the an- 
nounced circulation of every mem- 
>cr newspaper. 


The Dixon livening Telegraph 


:s 100 years old, but it is a lusty, 
growing newspaper. 
Its circula- 


tion department will continue to 
do its share to keep it that way. 
What You Missed 


If you think the editor some- 


times mnkes a mistake in what he 
gives you to rend, you ought to 
see the mass of stuff from which 
ho saves you.—KARL A. BICKELi 
(1882 —), former president of the 
United Press. 


A Ho will travel around the 


world nnd back again while truth 
is lacing 1U boot*.—OLD PROV- 
ERB. 


HELEN MURPHY, circulation accountant and cashier, seated, is 
shown receiving an order for a Centennial edition from Mrs. 
George Joyce. Miss Murphy records all of the subscriptions at The 
Telegraph and maintains records on expirations, promotions and 
revenues. 
Circulation figures are kept for the Audit Bureau of 


Circulation which checks the subscription claims of this newspaper 


twice each year. 


GLENN" MASK, a member of the circulation staff, addresses news- 
papers destined for rural subscribers throughout the area. This 
automatic machine which Glenn is operating can clear over 2.- 
000 newspapers every hour. Glenn joined The Telegraph staff 
during 1950. 
He directs the activities of carrier-salesmen and 


maintains office records in the mailing department. Close check 
is maintained by the circulation department over distribution and 
collection in all communities surrounding Dixon, and Glenn makes 
frequent calls on local carriers. He served in the marines during 


World War II. 


MILDRED BKOMAN of the mailing room "counts out" city car- 
rier -salesmen, Bill Maurer, who delivers Telegraphs in the south- 
western section of the city. Mrs. Broman also handles all of the 
newspapers which are forwarded to carriers in communities over 
the area. Accuracy is an important element of her work, since a 
miscount will result in non-delivery and, consequently, a'complaint. 
Nearly 6,000 editions of The Telegraph pass through her hands 


each afternoon 


MRS. KENNETH MERCER (left) and MRS. A. C. EDWARDS, 
"•members of the mailing room staff, "roll singles." These news- 
papers are individually wrapped and are consigned for motor 
route drivers who deliver them to farmers' driveways. 
Other 


wrapped papers are addressed and mailed through the postoffice 
to Subscribers throughout the United States and some foreign 
countries. 
Speed is an important clement in this division of the. 


mailing room, since distribution of the newspaper operates on a 
close schedule, and hundreds of singles must be ready within a 


short time. 


DARWIN SLAIN, circulation helper, hands a bundle of papers to 
carrier-salesman Roger Moscr in the southeast section of the 
city. Each afternoon Darwin can be seen In a Dixon Evening 
Telegraph truck distributing newspapers to boys on the north side, 
the west side and the southern sectionaof the community. In most- 
cases The Telegraph Is ready for delivery as soon as the boys re- 


turn home from school. 


THE REV. A. ,T. WELLS, local pastor, Is a regular route driver 
of the newspaper, delivering thousands of papers to carrier- 
salesmen and rural subscribers over a 90-mile-a-day area from 
Dixon through Nachusa, Franklin Grove, Ashton, Rochelle, Stew- 
ard, Pawpaw, Compton, West Brooklyn and Lee Center. Prior 
to his departure from The Telegraph, he wraps bundles for his 
route as the papers come off the press. The Rev. Wells Is well 
known throughout the eastern section of the county since he 
has travelled an estimated 125,000 miles over these same roads 


during the past four years. 


ROUTE DELIVERY MAN, Lyle Stanley, loads his car with bun- 
dles of Telegraphs for carrier salesmen and farmers In the Grand 
Detour, Oregon, Mt. Morris, Polo and Woosunjj area. Leaving 
Dixon each afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, Stanley covers nearly 60 
miles each afternoon on his distribution route. Carrier delivery 
In these communities is maintained on approximately the same 
schedule as that in Dixon. Prior to leaving on his route, Stanley 
also hauls newspapers to the local postoffice for delivery through 
the malls. 


KENNETH MERCER, motor route driver, leaves The Telegraph 
each afternoon at 3:30 o'clock with a load of newspapers for 
carrier-salesmen and rural subscribers in the area of Nelson 
Walnut, Ohio and Harmon. Between these communities he dis- 
tributes Individually wrapped papers to the driveways of sub- 
scribers. He is shown here ready to "peg" a'"throw-off." Kon 
drives nearly 20,000 miles annually on this route and his car bo- 
comes a familiar sight as he makes his daily delivery 
Many 


farmer* receive their dally Telegraph aa early as city •ubacribtr*. 
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DOWN 


THROUGH 
THE YEARS 


THE 


TELEGRAPH 
CIRCULATION 


CONTINUES TO 
GROW 


JAN., 1938-. 5274 


JAN., 1939 •: 6066 


JAN., 1940-: 6487 


JAN., 1941-. 7032 


JAN., 1942.. 6796 


JAN., 1943 -.7021 


JAN., 1944:. 7236 


JAN., 1945:-7811 


JAN., 1946-. 7 866 


JAN., 1947-.7765 


JAN., 1948.-8274 


JAN., 1949.: 8051 


JAN., 1950.: 8477 


JAN., 1951.. 8484 
NOW 
8,710 


"Building a Better Newspaper 


for a Better Community" 


THE DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


SALUTES 


THESE BUSINESSMEN OF TOMORROW 


OUR CITY 


CARRIER SALESMEN 


{NEWSPAPER! 
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SERVING 
DIXON 


AND COMMUNITY 
FOR MORE THAN 


25 YEARS 


Purchasing and marketing all farm grains, and supplying , 
quality seeds and grains to the farmers and friends in Lee 
County. Our best wishes to the Dixon Evening Telegraph, on 
its 100th Anniversary. 


Eldena-Dixon Co-operative Co. 


624 DEPOT AVE. 
DIAL 4-0361 


LOOK 


For Over 20 Years 


CONNECTORS for V-BELTS are made exclusively in only two factorys 
in these United States, one is ours in Dixon. 
Here you can buy direct, Connectors for V-Belts in fourteen sizes and 
three different kinds. 
We can deliver to you promptly V-BELTS in all lengths from one foot 
up to two hundred and fifty feet, and in top width from %"• l/z", %", I", 
IW and on up to 2 inches. We can match in size any V-belt you now 
have. < Bring your V-belt problems to us, or send for our latest bulletin. 


S H I P P E R T 


MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY 


1914 - 1951 


414 South" Galena Avenue 


Phone 3-7391' 
— 
Dixon, Illinois 


FOR OVER 


20 YEARS 


Upon this special occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Dixon Evening 
Telegraph—it is fitting that wo, too, pause in a bit of reminiscing, as we 
look back over the more than twenty years we have been a part of Dixon 
Business . . . and looking back it is indeed gratifying to know that we 
have enjoyed continuously, the very grateful patronage of a host of 
friends. 


It is our sincere hope, that we shall continue to merit this patronage 
through the coming years and it shall be our earnest endeavor to prove 
ourselves worthy of your patronage. 


1930 
1951 


L J. WELCH CO. 


102 First Street 
_:_ 
Dia, 3.8171 


REAL ESTATE and INSURANCE 


TELEGRAPH 


HAILS 


THE 
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Polo 
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News Photography-Scenes of Beauty to Stark Drama 


ETHEL BUCHNER, chief of The Evening Telegraph photographic 
department, joined the newspaper in 1942. She began as an ama- 
teur enthusiast and turned her hobby into an interesting career. 
She not only photographs news pictures, but handles many assign- 
ments for the advertising department and commercial printing- 


plants. Her prints have won a number of national awards. 


CAUGHT IN THE ACT—Another example of how a "routine" 
birthday party commercial assignment oftentimes produces 
worthwhile "feature" art for The Evening Telegraph's readers. 
Pictures such as these have wide appeal and, from a reader-in- 
terest standpoint, rate higher in appeal than, say, a photo of 


Joe DiMaggio -sliding into second base 


Telegraph Photos Appear in 
Many Daily Advertisements 


1 V 
The Telegraph photo department 


not only receives assignments from 
th« editorial department of the 
newspaper but also works in close 
conjunction withithe other depart- 
ments including advertising and 
Commercial printing. 


Many times it is necessary to se- 


cure a particular type of illustra- 
tive material which is used in pic- 
torial 
advertising. 
Pamphlets, 


' 
booklets and printed material have 


W in recent years* made extensive use 


of pictures to display merchandise, 
equipment and real estate. 


The photo division also extends 


into the commercial field, photo- 
graphing for individual firms or 
industries which in turn use the 
finished picture for personnel pur- 
poses or in the preparation of ad- 
vertising material for the develop- 
ment of their business. 


Practically all of the pictures 


which appear in this Centennial 
edition, both in news and adver- 
tising, with the exception of older 
pictures, were taken by The Tele- 
graph photo department. It re- 
quired 
hundreds 
of individual 


shots. 


The Telegraph Photographer 
Works With Reporters on 
Scene of Many Big News Stories 


By ETHEL BUCHNER 


Evening Telegraph Photographer 


A flashbulb on an Evening Telegraph news camera has 


flashed on almost every important news scene in the Dixon 
area for the past 11 years. 


The Evening Telegraph's photographic morgue is a pic- 


torial gold mine of'modern history in this area. It contains 
more than 10,000 negatives, most of them of photographs 
appearing in this newspaper and then filed for possible 
future use. 
It has been the goal of the Eve- 


ning Telegraph to augment its 
news stories with • on-the-sccne 
pictures. 
For a newspaper its 


size, the photographic department 
is 
amazingly 
well 
developed. 


Almost every edition of this news- 
paper contains at least one photo- 
graph of a local scene, sometimes 
an entire page of pictures if the 
news story or event warrants it. 


Some Are Gruesome 


Evening Tele graph Speed 


Graphics (there are 
three) ac- 


company a reporter to every major 
news "break." Consequently the 
newspaper's picture morgue con- 
tains pictures ranging from minor 
disasters (non-fatal auto wrecks) 
to victims of multiple murders. 
Some of them 
are 
frightfully 


gruesome and repose, fittingly, in 
the morgue never to meet the 
public eye. 


"Spot" news photography pro- 


vides the glamor in the life of 
a newspaper photographer. Getting 
them while "they're hot" some- 
times means being aroused in the 
middle of the night, battling fear- 
ful weatTler, working inside fire 
lines 
amid the 
nerve-wracking 


sound of screeching 
sirens 
and 


being insulted by 
persons who 


don't want their pictures in the 
paper. 


Third In Interest 


However, it must be remembered 


that the "glamor" pictures, the 
auto-over-the-cliff scenes, provide 
only a small fraction of the daily 
output of a photographer in the 
Dixon area. And, 
surprisingly 


enough, national surveys show 
that "spot" photos rank third in 
reader interest. 


The unglamorous "shots," the 


picture record of 
the 
average 


daily lives of hundreds of Dixon 
area residents, thus claim the most 
attention of the Evening Tele- 
graph photographer. 
Forgetting 


the aforementioned fast-breaking 
news pictures, the 
three -other 


classifications consist of sports, 
the routine and special or feature 
assignments. 


Sport* Rate Ix>\v«*t 


It may be surprising to sports 


followers but the picture of a 
professional ballplayer making a 
thrilling slide into second base 
or a prizefighter punching a right 
hand to the jaw, rates the lowest, 
on the totem-pole in the national 
readership surveys. 


Perhaps this can be accounted 


for in the fact that women are 
the greatest observers of news 
pictures and they somehow be- 
come more 
absorbed 
in other 


sections of the newspaper. 


Let us forget the glamor shots, 


then and concentrate on the rou- 
tine, 
unglamorous 


They're 
usually 


assignments, 
pnre-arranged. 


They may be father being installed 
as the grand rajah of the local 
lodge, or mother selling the first 
tag to the mayor in the Girl Scout 


THREE BABES IN A TUB—Sample of a feature "shot" gained while a. news photographer was 
en ft soutint assignment. It demonstrate* that news photographers are always on th« alert for Uie 
^ extraordinary, la tbelr daily p.ictur« detail,„ 


fund drive. 


The "Routine" Assignments 
Mary and Johnnie may be pic- 


tured in a school play or receiving 
a diploma from their respective 
superintendents at grade or high 
school graduation exercises. 


The list of "routine." but Im- 


portant, assignments can be ex- 
sanded to include special functions 
of service organizations, activities 
of public officials, business activt- 
;y, and events in 
the 
schools, 


lospitals and churches, all 
of 


them pre-arranged. 


Morning Conference 


A day's activity of the Evening 


Telegraph photographer is usually 
mapped in the morning when she 
contacts the city editor. The day's 
'pre-arranged" news " is 
pretty 


well laid out and the city editor 
judges whether it merits- picture 
coverage. An overnight happening 
may have popped up to change the 
schedule, but usually the "routine" 
assignments can be determined 
early each day. 


Evening 
Telegraph 
reporters 


making their daily "beats" usually 
uncover stories needing picture 
'angles." They suggest them by 
>hone to the city 
editor, who 


>asses judgment, then notifies the 
>hotographic department if the 
ncture is to be taken. 


Many Use Camera 


If another assignment occupies 


the chief photographer, then one 
of the reporters, or others in the 
business or 
circulation 
depart- 


ments, are sent to the scene. At 
east six in those departments are 
qualified to 
handle 
a 
Speed 


Graphic. 


Supposing a "spot" story breaks 


at noon. The Evening Telegraph 
s equipped to take the picture, 
jrocess it "wet" 
through 
the 


)hoto department, send it hurryinp 
along 
to 
photo-engraving and 


meet the 2:30 p. m- press deadline 
of the newspaper. 


Tako 20 Minutes .,, 


Processing a negative, once It 


reaches The Telegraph photo lab, 
takes about 
20 minutes. The 


engraving process, the transfer of 
the picture to zinc plate, can be 
accomplished in about 45 minutes. 
But it all takes coordination and 
skill to perform the operation in 
that short time. 


Aside from 
the 
mechanical 


.echnique of news photography, 
.here are other angles that must 
be watched. Does the picture tell 
a story? 
A head shot of the 


>rincipal speaker at a banquet is 
vorth a passing glace by a news- 
paper reader, but if he's pounding 
he dais or the speaker's table in 
the heat of his speech, the effect 
s much more pronounced. 


Feature Angle 


Sometimes the "routine" assign- 


ments may be converted into top 
quality 
feature 
pictures. 
For 


nstance, a child licking a dripping 
:ce cream cone may steal the show 
from the parade he or she is 
watching. 
Why? 
Because it is 


a down-to-earth representation of 
actual life. 
It has eye-catching 


appeal and may 
attract 
more 


interest than the splendidly deco- 
rated floats passing by. 


Augments Printed Word 


Photography, in a sense, is an 


augmentation of the printed word. 
News pictures, to be viewed, must 
constantly battle with headlines 
of thrilling events throughout the 
world to be noticed. There is no 
sure fire reasoning that says that 
just because it is a picture it will 
be seen. 
In fact, surveys show 


that only 75 per cent of the pic- 
tures published daily in our news- 
papers are viewed at all. That 
is, however, perhaps higher than 
the reader interest in the general 
news page. 


By some subconscious process, 


govcrcned by the manner in which 
the human eye travels across the 
printed page, and the interests of 
the observer, the reader sees and 
remembers pictures of various 
types to certain relative degrees. 
Of course the more familiar he is 
with the scene. the higher the 
observer interest. 


Consequently, The Evening Tele- 


graph is constantly on the alert 
for local pictures— pictures which 
will bring into sharp focus the 
beauty, the pathos, the humor, and 
the extraordinary in 
our daily 


living. 


NEWSPAPER 


The first newspaper printed in 


the United States was Publick 
Occurrences which was published 
in Boston. 
It had to suspend 


operations after the first issue 
for printing scandal about the 
king of France. 


EDITOR PRESIDENT 


President Theodore Roosevelt 


wns an editor after 
he retired 


from the White House. He wns a 
contributing editor of'the Kansas 
City Star. 


WINTER'S BEAUTY—This is the type of photograph which rates high In newspaper render appeal. This scene, snapped near Dixon 


, • 
by The Evening Telegraph photographer, captures the natural beauty of Dixon's .lovely countryside. 
^ - 
••' ' 


DEATH IN A CAB—This is a "spot" news photograph by an Evening Telegraph cameraman. It tells the dramatic story of a 
railroad wreck occurring in the local area. It is a seldom-in-a-Iifetime shot gained because of fast action by-the photographer Who 
arrived on the scene of the disaster soon after she was notified by the news department. 


TIME OU1—A bus driver stops by the roadside to feed a fawn. And look who's muscling *>! This is a photo which has a world ;,<>£,«' 


reader interest and one which a n«wi photographer, or *ny cameraman or woman, is delighted to obtain. . 
'•'•''•'", 
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GROWING WITH DIXON SINCE 1930! 


This is one.of the oldest enterprises in 
the city of Dixon. In 1912.it was started 
by the Dixon Casket Company in the 
boys dormitory of the old Dixon Normal 
College. Today the plant covers an 
entire city block which consists of 
storage sheds, lumber sheds, office 
building, show rooms, finishing and 
assembly rooms. This modern building 
was completed in 1948 and is now 
known as one of the leading Casket 
manufacturers 
in the middle west 


manufacturing the finest Bronze, Cop- 
per, Steel, Hardwoods and Cloth cov- 
ered Caskets. 


Here is the ultra modern sound proof show room and sales floor where our 
clients may choose from many styles; the public is cordially invited to 
accompany their Funeral Director and. make their own selection if they so 
desire. 


Showing a corner of our spacious office and reception room where our 
office workers work in a well lighted cheerful atmosphere 'furnished in the 
modern manner. 


Pj)oto ab<>ve Is a part of our large press room and assembly department 


and shows part of the many operations attached to the manufacturing of 
^jR*9 
that havc made the namc °f Dixon famous throughout the 
middle west 


Later the concern changed hands and was 
known as the Dixon Burial Case Company 
and continued operations under this name 
until 1930 when the company was re- 
organized and Mr. Arthur N. Boyd became 
owner and changed the name to the Boyd 
Casket Company and much of the company's 
success has been directly attributed to the 
marked business acumen of Mr. Boyd who 
serves as President and general manager. 
A force of sixty skilled employees are on the 
payroll in making all kinds of burial cases 
from the very finest turned out to the least, 
expensive which can be made. Boyd Caskets 
are sold throughout the middle west with 
sales representatives and sale offices in 
about a dozen principal cities. 


Another phase of our plant is the modern spray room and shown above 
arc a few of the Caskets going through the finishing process before going 
to the Interior department for Upholstering, trimming and final inspection. 


BOYD CASK 
CO. 


1100 FIRST STREET 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 
DIAL 2-7221 


iNEWSPA'PERr 
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AL BERNER. photo engraving department foreman, directs the 
activities of this division which transfers pictures from paper 
onto metal. This process is of a very precise character and 
craftsmen are required to examine the different operations under 
a magnifying glass which is Illustrated in the above photo. Al 
was the first staff member in this department when The Tele- 
graph installed a complete photo engraving department in 1941. 
The company now maintains five full time skilled engravers. 
Prior to coming to Dixon, Al was employed by the Janesvllle, 


Wis., Daily Gazette for eight years 


RALPH K. RIIYXE, photo-engraver, holds the finished etched 
plate of the front cover which appears today on this centennial 
issue. He has prepared this printing plate from an artist's draw- 
ing. Ralph received his basic training in photo-engraving at Au- 
rora, Mo., and later worked for two years at the Florida Engraving 
company in Orlando, Fla. He started work at Dixon in November 


of 1919. Ralph served in the South Pacific in World War II. 


e 


NEIL BRADLEY, photo-engraver, adjusts the 18-inch Cooke lens 
on the 2t-foot full newspaper size engraving camera. This camera 
secures a copy negative, performing the first step in the process 
of transposing a picture from paper to metal. Xcil stalled his 
employment with the company in 19 IS and with the exception of 
a two-year period during which time he woikcd in Chicago, has 
been a:mcmber of the staff until the present time. A full-flodgcd 
journeyman, he is familiar with every phase of photo-engraving. 


Offering the Best in Hotel Accomoda- ' 


(ions to the Guests of Dixon 


and Surrounding Aiea 


for 51 Years/ 


* 


LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU. 


SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOU 


Stop at a 


Recognized Hotel! 


to. the Dixon Area It's 


Hotel Dixon 


401 First Street 
Mr. and Mr* C. F. Calder 


Prop. 


Dial 2-1241 


Mr. and Mm. M. F. CaJd«r 


Mgr. 


Transferring News Pictures to 
Printing Plates Requires Much 
Skill, Speed and Cooperation 


By AL BERNER 


Foreman, Photo-Engraving Department 


A railroad wreck . . . piled-up box cars ... a critically 


injured engineer or brakeman ... or any dramatic incident 
on the daily scene, appears in your Evening Telegraph. 


It was the result of coordination of reporters, photo- 
sphere, and the mechanical departments of this newspaper, 
t took experienced handling and know-how. It took quick- 
hinking and presence of mind. 


But between the on-the-scene 


Photo-Engraving- A News-Picture Science 


activity and the moment the daily 
ssue rolled from the presses was 


very important step—one little- 


•cnown process to the thousands of 
readers of most newspapers. 


Vital Step 


This process, photo-engraving, 


s a necessary one before readers, 
n the comfort of th»ir own homes, 
can be taken to the scene of a 
ragedy through the medium of 
newspaper photographs. 
Some- 


times one picture, snapped at the 
>recise moment, is, as the saying 
;oes, worth a thousand words. 


The process of engraving plates 


which involves transferring a pic- 
.ure from paper to a metal pnnt- 
ng plate has 
been 
developed 


throughout the generations to a 
)rocedure which is followed today. 


Early engravings were cut from 


stone, horn or metal even before 
listory w.as first recorded. Later 
the Egyptians, Greeks and Rom- 
and left many inscriptions carved 
n stone which are, after all, a 
form of engraving. The Chinese 
and Japanese decorated the sur- 
'ace of bronze, iron and copper 
with elaborate designs of scenes 
and buildings. 


Eventually men found that the 


surface of engraved material could 
be used to make prints and from* 
these came the earliest-known re- 
productions from wood blocks in 
500 A. D. 


Carving for Days 


The preparation of a printing 


slate on a wood block necessitated 
•m artist working with 
sharp 


knives and tools carving for days 
until the exact replica of his model 
xaf *eproduced in reverse on the 
food. This wood was then coated 
with ink and impressed upon pa- 
rer. 
Elsewhere in this special 


edition readers will find a wood- 
block engraving using this early 
engraving process. 
Although it 


was carved less than a 100 years 
ago the procedure was fundamen- 
tally the same as that used before 
Christ's time. 


Halftone Process 


In 1852, Fox Talbot of England 


made the discovery that certain 
solutions would harden when ex- 
posed 
to light 
and from 
this 


knowledge develop today's half- 
tone process which encompasses 
24-foot copy cameras 
and 
the 


cHemical process which transfers 
the image to zinc from which a 
printing surface evolves. 


After The Evening Telegraph 


[ihotgrapher has snapped a pho- 
tograph, she processes it in the 
photo lab and produces a glossy 
8 by 1C print. This print is then 
rushed to the photo-engraving di- 
visior where an operator places 
it upon a copy board of a huge 
camera. 


Big—Or I.ittlo 


This camera is capable of en- 


larging a photograph nine times 
and can reduce a photograph to 
one-twentieth of its original size. 
That Is the reason why an 11 by 
14 inch print of, say, a wedding 
se<>ne, ran be reduced without loss 
cf quality to newspaper use. Or, 
a: the reverse, a small walled-size 
picture of some dignitary can be 
'blown up" to a much larger pic- 
ture when it appears in the Eve- 
ning Telegraph. 


After the camera operation has 


been completed the engraver has 
secured a negative of the original 
picture in the proper size for pub- 
lication. Upon this negative has 
been super-imposed a "screen" de- 
sign, hardly 
discernible 
to the 


naked eye. The dots of the screr-n 
in the finished printing plate bo- 
come th<» surface upon which ink 
is deposited and released upon 
newsprint. 


But to retracp ourselves, we now 


take the negative and adhere it 
to a piece of plate glass. 


Prepare Plato 


The next step in the photo-en- 


graving process, involves the pre- 
paration of the printing plate it- 
self. 
A piece of zinc plate, ap- 


proximately one-eighth of an inch 
thick, is scrubbed repeatedly un- 
der1 water with pumice to remove 
every particle of impurity. Upon 
this plate is then flowed a chemi- 
cal which is sensitive to light. 


The plate is heated 
and the 


chemical is thoroughly dried so 
that a thin coverage of the entire 
plat* In accomplished. The plate 
glas», together with the negative 
i« then placed upon the sensitized 
zinc plate and the combination 1 
subjected to a powerful arc light 
for k number of minutes. 


Pour On Chemical 


The plato is then removed.from 


the light and a dye or developing 
ohemlcM is poured on the surface 
of the zinc plate. After a short 
period, the plate is placed under 
a pressure spray of water which 
removes the surplus dye and re- 
sults in a reproduction of the or- 
iginal photograph upon the metal 


The quantity of this purple de 


vclopment dye varies In different 
areas oT Uie picture dependent Tip 
on the blacks, gray* and whites 


.•hich are prevalent in any ordi- 
iary photograph. The tips of tho 
ots which were placed upon the 
mage in the copying process are 
11 coated with the dye which is 
esistant to nitric acid. 


Placed In Acid 
/ 


The plate is then placed in a 


arge acid bath in a machine, 
vhich 
resembles 
an 
everyday 


lothes washer. This nitric acid 
s extremely powerful and must 
•e handled 
with 
caution. 
En- 


gravers work with rubber gloves 
o avoid acid burns. 
A chemical reaction on the zinc 


results when the acid strikes the 
portions of the plate which are 
lot protected by the purple dye. 
The zinc is "eaten," or etched, 
vhere the chemical comes in con- 
.act with the metal. This results 
p raised surfaces upon the 'zinc 
vhich varies in area dependent 
upon the tones of the image." 


Blacks are relatively unaffect- 


ed (thanks to the protective dye) 
vhile much of the white area dis- 
solves, 
leaving 
pin-point 
dots 


vhich had their origin in the 
•screen" which was super-imposed 
during the initial camera process 


To Trimming Department 


After the metal has been etch- 


ed to a depth of five to six-thou- 
sands of an inch it is ready for 
.he trimming department which 
forwards it to the composing room 
and the page upon which it will 
appear in the newspaper. 
This 


entire process consumes a mini- 
mum of 45 minutes and an aver- 
age of closer to one-hour. How- 


ROBERT CRAMER, photo-engraver, is pictured "stripping" a 
negative onto-a piece of plate glass preparatory to printing the 
image on zinc. Much of the work in this department is carried 
out under running water since temperature control is an impor- 
tant element in the processing of engraving plates. Bob also 
serves the B. F. Shaw Printing Company in the "offset" plate 
making division which prepares forms for pi-esses in the com- 
mercial printing plant on River street. He saw duty in the Eu- 


ropean theater during World War II. 


ever, a number of photographs 
can generally be processed on one 
plate at one time. 


The Dixon Evening Telegraph 


maintains 
an 
unusually large 


photo-engraving department for a 
community of this size. It not 
only fulfills the requirements of 
this newspaper but also produces 
zinc etchings for many newspa- 
pers in the surrounding area from 
Clinton, la., to Chicago and from 
Princeton to the Wisconsin bor- 
der. 


Good Facilities 


The affiliated plants of The Eve- 


ning Telegraph also utilize the fa- 
cilities of the photo-engraving di- 


vision. With six full-time engrav- 
ers, (a trade which requires from 
four to six years of apprentice- 
ship), the capacity of the plant is 
unusually large for this area and 
every type of reproduction passes 
thipugh the hands of these work- 
men every week. Not only pic- 
tures of 
individuals and 
local 


scenes are transferred to metal 
but also printing plates for chil- 
dren's color books and comics can 
be seen on the cameras from day- 
to-day. 
' 


1851-1051 


Pictures, photo-engravings and 


the vivid presentation of today's 
news go hand-in-hand in The I>ix 


JAMES BURKE, photo-engraver, pours a sensitizing chemical 
lipon a zinc printing plate preparatory to transfering an image 
from a film onto the plate. This chemical is sensitive to light and 
absorbs a picture as it Is superimposed under a brilliant arc light. 
Jim learned the photo-engraving trade at The Telegraph and has 
been a member of the staff since 1946. He was in the signal corps 


in the last war and spent seven months in Germany.1 


A Newspaperman 
Has Two Choices 


We need more newspapermen 


who are stimulated by the pride of 
individual accomplishment, who 
have the ambition and confidence 
requisite to carry them to the top. 
who have the keenly competitive 
spirit which produces energy and 


on Evening Telegraph of 1951. 
Unlike 1851 when editors and re- 
porters struggled with words to 
present the complete coverage of 
a news event, our editorial staffs 
today are augmented with pic- 
tures and photo-engravings to ex- 
tend readers of this newspaper a 
P ost complete recording of the 
passing events. 


courageous newspapering. Every 
newspaperman has his choice be- 
tween a career of achievement or 
drifting into uninspired drudgery. 
—HUGH BALLIE (1890 —), pres- 
ident, United Press Associations. 


FIRST DAILY PATER 


The first daily paper in the 


United States was the Pennsyl- 
vania Evening Post in Philadel- 
phia. It began daily operations 
in 1783 after having been a tri- 
weekly and a weekly. 


BLIND EDITOR 


Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the 


New York World and the St Louis 
Poat Dispatch, was blind for th« 
last part of his life. Ho had a 
secretary who read to him every 
word published In his newspaper* 
every day. 
I 


The Future Will Prove 


it's Today^s Best Buy! 


The first time you stand back and admire- 
your new Pontiac and then get behind the 
wheel for your first thrilling drive — you'll 
enjoy the wonderful, glowing experience of 
owning a truly great motor car. 


But the next few years will give you an even 
better idea of how sound your judgment was 
when you chose a Pontiac. For, by that 
time you'll have discovered, as have so 
many others, that this beautiful car is built 
to give you tens of thousands of miles— 


year after year—with an absolute minimum 
of routine servicing. Pontiac is as carefret 
as a cor can be. 
When you know all these things—when you 
can appreciate Pontiac's beauty in the light 
of its fine performance and real economy- 
only then wiU you really know that, Dollar 
for Dollar You Can't Beat a Pontiac! 
Come in and find out how low price and 
high quality make Pontiac one of today's 
most sought after cars! 


Dollar for Dollar 


America's Lowest-Priced Straight Eight 


oweat Priced Car with CM Hydra-Matte Drive 


f OptietMl «t txtr* cott) 


Your Choice of Silver Streak Engine*- 


Straight Eight or Six 


The Most Beautiful Thing OB Wheels 


crmir 
"'ft? r/rO JLJ florti 


you canLtbeat a 
oitiiac 


Dial 4-1451 
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DIXON TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION No. 935 


' 


PROGRESSES 


WITH THE WORLD'S OLDEST UNION! 


Union Printers Home 


Founded in 1891, it now has a capacity of 
400 beds. 
Over 300 union printers were 


registered and cared for in 1950. 
Latest 


modern medical facilities are provided in 
the hospital and sanitarium. 


Old Age Pension 


Established In 1908. 
There were 7,497 


members on the pension roll in 1950. 
Each 


pensioner receives $18.00 per week and 
during the year payments amounted to 
$5,873,662.00. 


Mortuary Benefits 


Adopted in 1891, the payments range from 
$50.00 to $500.00, based on years of mem- 
bership. 
More than $18,000,000.00 have 


been paid in Mortuary Benefits during the 
past 59 years. 


Apprentice Training 


Six years apprentice training and a corres- 


pondence course of Lessons in Printing 
prepare the apprentice for 
journeyman 


membership. 
Competent workmen are the 


result of this extensive training. 


Entrance to Union Printers Home located at Colorado Springs, Colo. Established in 1891 


Throughout the Years The International Typographical Union Has: 


1933 


Established and maintained for half a century a 


home for the aged and a sanitarium for care 


of those who suffer from disease. This benevo- 
lent institution is financed and administered 
entirely within the union; 


s 


Maintained a wage for workers that permits them 


_./ 


to enjoy a standard of living which contributes 
to happy, comfortable homes; 


Established* hours of labor permitting leisure time 


for recreation and education which are a vital 
part of our American way of life; 


Cieated conditions which have increased the aver- 


age age of death of its members from 28 to 


* 


66 years; 


Removed one of the worst spectres of old age by 


creating a system for the payment of old-age 
pensions, which is maintained entirely by as- 
sessments on the membership, at no cost to the 
employer or the public; 


Planned a respecful memory to its members by 


paying at death, a mortuary benefit which is 
financed in its entirety by working members. 


1951 


This Local Union Has Enjoyed the Benefits of IS Years of Amicable Labor Relations With the 


Publishers of Newspapers and Operators of Commercial Printing Offices in Dixon. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Fred Bail 
Paul Grove 
Fred P. Blass 


PriscUIa Hyde 


Harold A. Lux 


Karl Forsburg 


William T. Tague 
Joseph A. Eberly 


Walter E. White 


PRESENT MEMBERS 


Fred Ball 
Dale Boose 
Joseph Burge 
Harry Cain 
Pryor Cochran 
Sterling Cox 
Donald Davis 
Floyd Douglas 


Seth Gemmelli 
Paul Grove 
Lloyd Hopkins 
Priscilla Hyde 
Robert Kniprath 
Wilbur Kreamer 
Clyde McConnaughay 
Charles Mow 


William Riley 
Amos Sharp 
John Shultz 
Earl Slagle, Sr. 
Earl Slagle, Jr. 
William Steimle 
Melvin Sweeney 
Thomas Tubbs 


APPRENTICES 


Carpenter 


James Chasm 


Rex Cook 
Jerry Lightner 


Kenneth Nelson 


Dixon Typographical Union Is proud of the part its members have contributed to the production of this Centennial Edition. It congratulates Mrs. Mabel S. 
Shaw, publisher of the Telegraph, and all the employees in the various departments, of the newspaper, who have cooperated in the worn of making this great 


historical publication possible. All the type for this edition was set and made-up by the members of the . . • . 


' 
\ 
,• 
, 


• 
• 
* 


Dixon Typographical Union No. 935 


/ 


The Union Label on your printing Insures you the worhmanshlp is of the highest quality* 


By patronizing union printing firms you help those who help themselves and eliminate public charity in the printing industry. 
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Composing Room Operation an 
Integral Part of a Newspaper; 
Time Schedules Are Important 


By AMOS M. SHARP 


Foreman Composing Room 


The composing room, an integral part of the mechanical 


Dperation of a newspaper, can be likened to the mechanical 
department of a watch manufacturing concern. What makes 
your watch "tick?" The watch's "works," of course. A 
newspaper's composing room is the "works" of its mechan- 
ical setup, and without it there simply would be no. final 
product. 
- 
' 
•The writer realizes that space 
IJ will not permit a too-detailed ac- 


count of the composing: room's op- 
eration, and therefore will attempt 
briefly'to break i^ down into five 
phases, as follows: 
LAYOUT—Selection of Type 


Every line of type (with the ex- 


ception of single column lines of 
reading matter) must be marked 
by a layout man before the copy 
is distributed to various persons 
In the composing room. 
In the 


case of a display advertisement, 
there,first is to be considered the 
size and "family" of type to 'be 
used, whether certain display lines 
are to be cast in "caps or lower 
case." 
(Capital letters or small 


letters to you.) -The nature of a 
display ad invariably has influence 
upon the selection of type. Food 
ads generally are laid out in 
heavy black face type and set to^ 
form a black, compact ad, empha- 
sizing prices. On the other hand, 
an advertisement for a millinery 
shop, for instance, usually would 
be laid out for light' face type, 
with an endeavor to the artistic 
side. 


Thus, while the selection of type 


faces is relatively important, it is 
equally significant that the mat- 
ter of white space be taken into 
consideration. 
Type faces must 


be selected that are noj; too large, 
thus crowding the "ad" and im- 
pairing its readability. 
Neither 


can the type. faces be too small. 
The proper amount of white space 
is Considered by the layout man 
when he begins work on a display 
advertisement. It is the combina- 
tion of these considerations that 
culminate in balance, good typo- 
graphy, and readability of an "ad." 
COPIf HANDLING—Close 
Cooperation With News Room 


As copy flows from the news 


room to the composing room, it 
must necessarily be separated into 
Several different 
classifications. 


"Inside" copy (referred to as "in- 
•ide" because it is copy for pages 
other than sports, society, editorial 
or classified pages) usually is first 
placed on the news hook for the 
)inotype operators who are setting 


• straight matter (one column read- 
ing material). The amount of this 
kind of copy (most of which is 
furnished by the wire services) 
to be put in type is determined 
largely by the "news hole" for the 
current day's publication. If there 
should be a 40 column news space 
•to fill, care must be taken to see 
that there is sufficient amount of 
copy, and that there is not too 
much copy to cause an "overset" 
(or that particular day. "Overset" 
type for the most part cannot be 
used and from a viewpoint of 
economy must be controlled. 


A close relationship with the 


news room is maintained to keep 
within copy limits, and to avoid 
unnecessary work. 


After inside copy has been put 


Into type, classified, sports and 
society copy usually follows in that 
order, and the paper is closed 
with the setting of page one copy. 
All heads for news stories are 


separated and set by one operator 
each day. 
designated 


Radio programs are 
for another machine, 


as is classified ad copy. Ad copy 
is run out to operators who work 
on ad machines. 
MAKE-UP— Balancing the Page 


As type flows from the line cast- 


tog machines it is proofed and 
the proofs are sent to the proof- 
room for reading to correct er- 
rorsv After corrections are made, 
it goes to the make-up men, who 
assemble the type into the page 
columns before pages are sent to 
press room for stereotyping. Care 
must be "exercised by the make- 
up man to see that pages are bal- 
anced — that is, that 'heads are 
alternated in size at top column 
positions to avoid a "sameness" 
across the top of a page above 
the fold, and to see that the page 
is balanced in other ways, especial- 
ly in the use of pictures, etc. 
AD ALLEY— Must Apply Itself 
To Daily Needs 


The "ad alley" is that depart- 


ment that receives the display 
type that goes into display adver- 
tisements. There it must be as- 
sembled in its proper order ac- 
cording to specifications of the 
copy. Skill must be used by ad 
compositors in selecting (proper 
borders, in the selection of 'larger 
type /aces that are set on a spe- 
cial machine for that purpose, and 
in the use of proper white space 
and general typographical appear- 
ance of their product. 


Ad alley compositors are requir- 


ed to keep an alert watch on pages 
that are made up early or late 
and arrange their schedule to ac- 
commodate the needs of the make- 
up men in order that pages can 
be made up without delay. 


It 1s a highly important inter- 


department. 
TIME ELEMENT— Watch the 
Clock as Edition Time Nears 


From the starting time in the 


morning until edition time in mid- 
afternoon, the composing room 
head must keep an eye on the clock. 
Too much time cannot be devoted 
to inside composition, to the extent 
that page one copy cannot be 
cleared by edition time. 
If the 


inside news hole cannot be filled 
with type in time to permit work 
to start on • society, sports and 
page one copy, it is often neces- 
sary to use cuts (news pictures) 
supplied by syndicated news serv- 
ice, or, in some cases, local pic- 
tures. 


Thus it might be said that the 


composing room is fighting the 
clock from the time it begins its 
day's tasks until the newspaper is 
"put to bed." (Sent to the press 
room for printing.) 
• » * 


Each and every member of The 


Telegraph's composing room force 
have taken a keen interest in this 
Centennial Edition, and have ex- 
tended themselves to help make 
it the stellar edition it is. Too 
much credit cannot be given them 
for their sincere and untiring ef- 
forts. 


Telegraph Has Supply of Late 
Type Faces for Everyday Use 


Like all newspapers, The Telegraph has many'different styles of 


type from which to choose. This makes it possible for The Telegraph 
to offer different methods of displaying its news and advertisements. 


Since the days of Johann Gutenberg, who developed movable type 


about 1440, many different type faces have been designed. There are 
thousands of type faces, but these can be classified in six main fami- 
lies—Roman, Italic, Sanserif, Squareserif, Cursive and Script and Text. 


• We Use Bodoni 


Roman type is patterned after 


the inscriptions on the old Roman 
columns. It can be old style, with 
few variations in sizes of parts of 
the letters, or new style, the let- 
ters of which have alternate thick 
and thin strokes. On The Tele- 
graph we use a new style face, 
Bodoni, among others. 


Italic type, which was invented 


by a Venetian printer, Aldus, is 
type which is slanted slightly to 
the right. 
The Telegraph uses 


Italic type in various instances. 


Sanserif Type 


Sanserif type is that which has 


no decorative clement. It is type 
In its simplest form. On The Tele- 
graph we use Sanserif type for 
many advertisements and for the 
top headlines in each day's edi- 
tion. The heavy black (headline is 
in Gothic type, and the smaller 
headline beneath is in Tempo. 


Squarefeerif type is similar to 


Sanserif type except that it has 
square decorations on each letter. 
This type has been used-extensive- 
ly in this Centennial edition. Kar- 
nac Squarcscrif type is that'used 
in the sections of the Centennial 
devoted to Dixon history. 


Cursive and Script type* resem- 


ble hand writing. This type is 
used mainly for wedding invita- 
tions and various announcement*. 
It aim is used for special adver- 
tising displays. 


Text type Is what might be 


TfeUl |« «B 


not used in The Telegraph, but 
may be found as name plates of 
many newspapers. 


Printers measure type by points. 
There are 72 points to an inch. 


Columns are two inches wide. 


Ideal Body Type 


On The Telegraph the body or 


main reading type is 8-point Ideal 
which is set on a 9-point'slug for 
greater legibility. The main news 
headline face is 18- and 24-point 
Bodoni. 


On the society pages Tempo 


light face is used in 18-, 24- and 
36-point sizes. As mentioned be- 
fore, streamer headlines are set in 
48-point Tempo bold and 72-point 
Gothic typed. 


The main advertising face is 


Gothic. This is used in all sizes 
Another popular advertising face 
is the Karnac family, which is used 
in a range of 12-point to 72-point 


Other Type* 


Types which arc used less sel- 


dom in The Telegraph are 30- 
point Cheltenham, a medium black 
face usually used In its Italic form 
and 36- and 42-point Garamond 
The latter is used mainly as Italic 
display. 


RUNYON WAS REPORTER 
Damon Runyon was a police re 


porter and later a sports writer 
before writing his famous stories 


Composing Room-Assignments Must 'Click' 


AMOS SHARP came to Dixon in 1937 "from The Decatur Herald- 
Review and became foreman of the composing room at The Tele- 
graph in 1938. 
He directs the activities of 11 men in this de- 


partment and also marks up copy specifying type faces' and 
sizes. .Practically all of the material which appears in this news- 
paper passes through his hands. He served in a foremanship 
capacity for the Citizens Publishing company at LaGrange, 111., 
and at the Linxweiler Printing company at Decatur. Active in 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Amos is a former state depart- 


ment commander 


PAUL GROVE, make-up compositor, holds the distinction of be- 
ing the second oldest employe in length of service with The 
Telegraph, having joined the organization in 1919. 
Paul, as- 


sembles all of the typev whether it be news or advertising, and 
places it in the proper position in the page. Prior to coming to 
The Telegraph, he was employed by the Dixon Leader, which 
was merged with this newspaper. The tempo of Paul's work in- 
Ncrcases as the deadline of 2:30 p. m. approaches. 


DALE BOOZE, linotype operator, is picking up copy off one of 
the hooks which specify types of copy. One is for society, others 
for news, sports, and other material to be set. 
Dale came to 


The Telegraph in 1947 after 3'^ years of service- in the army. 
He has also been employed as a printer on the Sullivan Progress, 


Sullivan, 111. 


MERTON CARPENTER, composing room apprentice, here is 
making up the comic and classified pages of The Telegraph Ha 
is holding a cast of one of the comic strips. The comic has been 
sent to the paper in the form of a papier mnche mat. 
Tnia 


is cast into the lead piece, which Carpenter is holding, from a 
molten pot which contains liquid metal heated to 600 dcgrcos. 
TJ* »rtoU» «w»watfcc«Wp neceultaua «ix «ear« of training 


FRED BALL has been a member of The Telegraph staff for 33 
years, the longest in period of service of any employe. He cam,e 
to this company in July, 1918, from the-Canton Daily Ledger, 
Canton, 111., where he was foreman of the composing room for 
six years and on which paper' he served his apprenticeship. Ho 
also worked in Peoria for eight years. Fred held the foreman- 
ship of The1 Telegraph composing room for several years during 
his service with the company. He is shown -here setting daily 


market reports 


LLOYD HOPKINS, advertising make-up man, is,removing an 
advertisement from an "ad-galley." The ad is locked in a form 
called a chase,'from which a matrice is rolled and a tubular plate 
cast to fit' the large printing press. Hopkins came to The Tele- 
graph more than 10 years ago, after having worked at The Clin- 
ton Herald, Clinton, "la., on which newspaper £e held a similar 


position. ..Previously he was with Kable Bros., AH. Morris 


WILLIAM "BILL" STEIMLE, linotype operator, joined the news- 
paper in 1946 after serving for the Sentinel-Leader at Warren, 
111., for a number of years. Bill sets type on one of the larger 
ad machines at The Telegraph and was snapped in this photo- 
graph as he was placing a "pig" of metal above the melmg pot. 
This cast lowers itcclf gradually into the heated crucible and is 
melted completely at temperature of around 600 degrees. 
Bill 


is a World War II veteran, having served in the European thea- 


ter with the engineers corps 


JAMES CIIASM checks nn ad proof before releasing it to tho 
makeup man where it is placed In a page lockup. Jim assembles 
many of the advertisements which appear In The Telegraph daily. 
He came to the composing room of this newspaper In 1949 from 
the Ogle County Reporter in Oregon. 111. He was nn acrogrAph- 
cr'.s mate second class, in the navy and served in the Pacific 
during tho recent conflict. Jim is known as a compositor in 


/ 
' 
the trade 


1IAKKY CAIN is shown here changing a magazine which con- 
tains the matrices from which type is set. He came to The Tele- 
graph in 1936 and has had a wide experience i« the printing 
trade. He served his aprenticeship at Rockfovd and worked at 
Paris, 111., for 10 years, three years of which he served as fore- 
man of the composing room, and for one year he was co-pub- 
lisher of the Daily Gazette. He has also been connected with 


printing in Colorado, Indiana nnd Pennsylvania 


JOHN "FK1DAY" SHULTZ, linotype operator nnd author of 
"The Morning After," popular bowling column which appears 
dally on The Telegraph sports page, brings a galley of "slugs" 
to be proofed. At this table, called n bank, he will pick up more 
copy to set on his machine. The copy is on the hooks In the rear. 
"Friday" came to The Telegraph nearly 15 years ago from the 


Decatur Herald-Review, Decatur, 111. 


FLOYD DOUGLAS, advertising compositor, is checking the op- 
eration of an Elrod casting'machine. This machine casts rules, 
slugs and other composing'room material which is used to separ- 
ate the type in news and advertising matter. Floyd came to The 
Telegraph in April, 1915, from the Savanna Times-Journal, Sa- 
vanna. He also worked at the printing trade in Clinton, la., at 


the Pinney Printing company. 


REX COOKE, originally from Oconomowoc, Wis., cam* to Th« 
Telegraph in 1949 from the Ogle County Reporter In Oregon. H« 
is shown hero operating a linotype setting news material. Th«, 
keyboard of the machine releases matrices as the various but- 
tons arc touched. These matrices In turn are assembled to rorm 
a line into which liquid mctnl is pumped, resulting In, a slug of 
tyoe. The same matrices arc automatically returned to a maga- 


zine container 
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ROCK RIVER READY 
IX 


(NOT INC.) 


ONE OF DIXON'S NEWER BUSINESSES 


1945 
1951 


C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 


TO THE 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


ON YOUR 


100th ANNIVERSARY 


1: 


'I 
I 
• 


We Offer the Transit-Mixed-Plan 


\ 


Furnishing Concrete for Construction 


Concrete Supplied The Easy, No Fuss, No Muss Way' 


* 


SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED 


WASHED MATERIALS 


PLANT- LOGAN AVENUE AT ROCK RIVER 


DIAL 4-9551 
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LINDQUIST CONSTRUCTION CO 


SALUTES THE 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH ON ITS 100th ANNIVERSARY 


FIRE STATION, DIXON STATE HOSPITAL 
RORER BUILDING. DIXON, ILLINOIS 
HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING. ROCK FALLS. ILLINOIS 


HIGH SCHOOL AND GRADE SCHOOL, KIRKLAND, ILLINOIS 
GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING, REYNOLDS, WIRE CO., DIXON, ILLINOIS 


' sV 
> 
'•"' 
?v*V 
^ 
.1 


*' THE RESIDENCE OF DR. AND MRS. R. L BAIRD, 223 E. BOYD ST.. DIXON 
THE LOVELAND COMMUNITY BUILDING. DIXON. ILLINOIS 


v" 


DR. AND MRS. ROBERT LESAGE RESIDENCE. SHORE ACRES. DIXON 


HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING, BYRON, ILLINOIS 
MAIN OFFICE BUILDING. PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS. DIXON 


LEE THEATRE BUILDING, DIXON, ILLINOIS 
EARL PRINCE RESIDENCE, SHORE ACRES. ROCK FALLS, ILLINOIS 
EICHLER BROS. DEPARTMENT STORE, DIXON, ILLINOIS 


In the Construction Field We Offer Experienced Workmen - Competent Supervision • Adequate Plant Equipment 


Knowledge of Sound Construction Practices to Provide Quality Building 


AS SHOWN BY THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATIONS 


I, *.>«.. 
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CIVIC 
PRIDE 


WILLIAM V. SLOTHOWER 


MAYOR 


GEORGE LINDQUIST 


Commissioner of 


Public Health and Safety , 


C. L. BALLARD 
Commissioner of 
Public Property 


for 
120 


Years 


Civic 


Pride 


Has Been 


/ 


Outstanding 


JOSEPH VAILE 
Commissioner of 


Streets and Public Improvements 


CARL PLOWMAN 


Commissioner of 


Finance 


Ji 


With Your 


DIXON 


CITY OFFICIALS 


• 


It Was Day and Night Task for 
Pressroom Crew to Produce 
This Giant Centennial Edition 


By LEROY DODD 


Telegraph Pressroom Foreman 


"You'd better kiss your wife good-bye before you come 


o work April 23." 


That was the warning pressrobm employes of The Eve- 


ning Telegraph received a' couple of days before that date, 
because on April 23 the big job of printing this Centennial 
Ddition got under way. 


Pressroom-It Met Deadline 


CLARENCE^ HARSHBARGER, newspaper pressman-stereotyper, 
examines illustrations on a full page of type in preparation of 
"mat" molding on the large direct pressure machine. In this 
process a paper matrice is placed on top of the form of type and 
the assembly is then pushed into the machine. Tons of pressure 
are exerted upon the paper, transposing the impressions of the 
type into the "mat." Clarence joined the press room staff in 194.4 


after working at the trade in Kewanee. 


And the warning was justified. 


For in the week before May 1, in 
.ddition to the regular daily edi- 
ions of The Telegraph, the press- 
oom workers printed the 17 inside 
ections of the Centennial edition. 
Each of these sections was just 
about as big as a regular day's edi- 
ion. It didn't leave much time for 
home life. 


The pressroom 
workers who 


have been working overtime ever 
since January to meet the May 1 
Centennial deadline are Clarence 
Harshbarger, 
who is assistant 


'orernan, 
Lester 
Spencer, Leo 


Chandler, Don Mercer and the 
writer. 


Printing Last Step* 


But the printing of this Centen- 


nial giant is only the last of many 
steps for the pressroom men. 


As far back as January, the 


sages to go in the early sections 
were being written, set in type and 
placed 'in the page forms. The 
pressroom took over as soon as the 
sage forms had been filled. 


The first duty of the pressroom 


after receiving the page form- is 
to make a matrix or "mat" of the 
•>age on a sheet of heavy papier 
mache. This mat is placed in a 
circular mold. Molten lead is 
loured against it and the result is 
a tubular "page" with the type 
mpressions raised on its surface. 


How It's Printed 


After it has been trimmed and 


'routed" to remove any imper- 
'cctions on its surface, this page 
s ready to join the others on The 
Telegraph's Duplex press. Once on 
the press the page is inked by 
•oilers as it turns against a con- 
tinuous web of paper to produce 
the finished newspaper. 


But that is getting ahead of the 


pressroom story, especially the 
story of the prcsswork on the Cen- 
tennial edition. 


After the matting-casting-rout- 


ng-trimming process was com- 
pleted on each page of the Centen- 
nial edition, those pages didn't go 
.•ight on the press. As was men- 
tioned earlier, all of the actual 
printing work was done in the last 
week before May 1. 


Storing Headacjie 


Each page form—well over 200 


of them In all—had to be stored 
until the press run was to begin. 
That was quite a headache in it- 
self, for each of these tubular 
forms weighs about 45 pounds. 


It soon became obvious that the 


pressroom at The Evening Tele- 
graph plant would not hold all of 
Lhcse forms, so the River street 
plant of the B. F. Shaw Printing 
company was 
overflow. 


During the 


used to store the 


final week before 


May 1 the pressroom of The Tele- 
graph was a hectic place to be 
around. That Duplex press cer- 
tanly proved itself during those 
seven days. 


35 Tons lifted 


All told, 35 tons of paper were 


fed through it for this Centennial 
edition alone. An average edition 
of Tho Evening Telegraph use: 
1,500 or 1,800 pounds. 


The Telegraph's press, callet 


the 24-pago Duplex Tubular, is 
quite a piece of machinery. It was 
the 120th such press built by the 
Duplex company. Going at top 
speed, It has a capacity of 24,000 
newspapers an hour. 


Jt usually takes about 25 or 31 


minutes to complete the average 
daily press run of The Telegraph, 


Press Print* Color* 


' Another nice thing about this 
press is its ability to print colors 
Very few newspapers in cities the 
size of Dlxon have a press that can 
do color printing. 


It will print as many as three 


different colors besides black on 
the front and back pages of 1i 16 
page section. 


Qftea-tbU picas rum u much 


as 50 or 60 hours a week. And it 
•an more hours than that while 
the Centennial edition was being 
rinted. 
In an average month it turns 


out about 1,500.000 copies of the 
•arious publications the Shaw 
company prints. That includes The 
Evening Telegraph, Dixon high 
school's "Dixini," the Illinois "Am- 


fets' quarterly publication "Illinois 
Veteran," a house organ for the 
Stewart-Warner 
company, 
and 


irculars for the Walgreen Drug 
stores, the Jewell Tea company 
and the Clover Farm stores. 


•Jklany Other Machines 


But\this hard-working press is 


only one of the several excellent 
machines that make The Tele- 
graph's pressroom one of the most 
modern of any paper its size in the 
United States. 


Another 
important 
piece of 


machinery is the "Directomat." 
This is the presfe that makes the 
'mats" from which the pages are 
cast. The Evening Telegraph was 
he first paper of its size in the 
United States to be equipped with 
one of these machines which are 


comparatively recent develop- 


ment in the printing field. 


Pressure Does Job 


It works like this: 
The page form filled with type 


s inserted in a slot in the Directo- 
mat. A sheet of heavy papier 
mache is placed on top of this 
'orm.. Then the press is lowered 
vith about 1,500 pounds pressure 
>er square inch hitting the entire 
surface. For pages with a lot of 
nctures, this pressure is increased. 


What are the advantages of the 


Directomat? Most important prob- 
ably, is the uniform, impression it 
gives the mat. That means the 
reader is less likely to get a news- 
paper that is splotched heavily 
with ink on part of a page and 
barely readable because it's so 
ight in other places on the same 
page. 


Improves Color Work 


It also improves the color work 


on a page. It reduces the chances 
for shrinkage, and that's impor- 
tant, too, in getting a good, clear 
color job. Clarence" Harshbarger 
handles this machine most of the 
time. 


The routing machine is operated 


by Lester Spencer. He has charge 
of a very important step in the 
production of a newspaper the 
readers find easy" to read. Besides 
removing any excess metal from 
the surface of the tubular v metal 
page after it has been cast, the 
routing machine insures that the 
right colors go in the right spots 
when different colors are used. 


Mercer, Chandler Preside 


Leo Chandler and Don Mercer 


do much of the stereotyping work 
and help with the general press- 
work as do the other pressmen. 
Both Chandler and Mercer recently 
finished their apprenticeship and 
are now full-fledged pressmen. 


All told, about 15 hours of press- 


room work went into each of the 
18 sections in the Centennial edi- 
tion. During the week before May 
1, one section was printed during 
the morning while another section 
was printed during the evening- 
after the regular day's edition of 
The Evening Telegraph was in the 
hands of> its subscribers. 


Printing Come* Last 


Printing the paper is the final 


step in the pressmen's duties to- 
wards producing1 the newspaper 
And it is an important one. It 
would b« nice If all the pressman 
had to do was throw the switch 
and watch the presses turn oul 
the printed newspapers. It could 
be done that way, but the sub- 
scriber wouldn't b« very happy 
with the result when ho settled 
{Continued on {«£• 23, Sec. 0), 


LEROY OODD serves as foreman of the press and stereotyping^ 
departments at the newspaper, a division which employs five 
full-time skilled craftsmen and many part-time workers. The . 
pressroom is a beehive of activity as the papers' commence roll- ' 
ing from the press at 2:45 o'clock each afternoon. He is shown 
here checking an early copy for proper reproduction. 
Leroy 


came to this newspaper in 1943 after extensive experience on 
newspapers and in printing plants in Los Angeles, Peoria, Kear- 


ney, Neb., and Kewanee, HI. 


JLEO CHANDLER is shown here placing a tubular printing plate 
upon the 24-page high-speed newspaper press preparatory to> 
publishing an edition. This press can produce 20.000 copies an „ 
hour and is capable of impressing three different shades of ink 
together with black. Leo joined the staff in 1947 as an appren- 
tice and has just completed his training period. He is now a . 
full-fledged journeyman. His home is in Amboy and he served 
( 


three years in the navy during World War II at various points •» 


in the Pacific 
* 
•* 


DON MERCER bores out a tubular printing plate and trims the 
ends to the proper dimensions before the plate is locked onto the 
press. Don, a former sergeant in the army with three and one- 
half years of service In the European theater, was wounded dur- 
ing World War II. He came to The Telegraph as an apprentice 
in April, 1947, and became a fully trained pressman during April 
of this year. 
Before going to the service, Don was employed 


in a number of local stores 


LESTER SPENCER, a native of Dixon, "lias been a member of 
the press crew since May, 1944, coming to this newspaper after 
21 years of service with the local theaters. He is pictured here 
"routing out" a tubular printing plate. After a plate of this type 
is cast from liquid metal It Is carefully chocked for "high spots" 
which must not appear on the printed phge. This undesirable 
metal is "routed off" on the above machine so that only the type 
and pictures remain. 'This operation demands close coordina- 
tion, sinca the tuba .turns whilo the drill moves back and forth 


over Uw metal 
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Congratulations to Telegraph, Our Parent Organization 


WILBUR HOBBS, accountant, has been with the organization since 
1947 when the Dixon Publishing Company moved to this city from 
Chicago. Hobbs is in complete charge of the bookkeeping division 
and office routine, maintaining production records for clients 


\jfcroughout the Midwest. Wilbur saw service in World War n. 


HAROLD A. GREEN', assistant to the manager, is a graduate of 
• the University of Missouri School of Journalism, and came to Dixon 
from a Shaw affiliate, the Colorprint Corporation of Chicago. Pre- 
viously he had been a member of the advertising department of 


the Daily Oklahoman at Oklahoma City. 


DOUGLAS SHAW, general manager of the Dixon Publishing com- 
panp, directed this corporation when it operated in Chicago under 
the name of Shaw-Chicago Company. He came to Dixon with' the 
plant in 1917 and maintains relations with customers in many 


metropolitan cities in Illinois, Wisconsin and Missouri. 


WILLIAM KREAMER, seated, linotype operator, together with 
JOJ5 BURGE, left, composing room foreman; ERNEST UNHOLZ, 
operator;' PRISCILLA HYDE, operator, and SETH GEMMELLI, 
set" all of'the type matter on the machines and have had many years 
experience in the field. They have worked at a number of printing 


plants in other cities. 


Dixon Publishing Company 
Had Its Beginning in Chicago, 
Moved to Dixon in March, '47 


Color books hold the attraction of the kiddies on the floor. Dad 


sits in his favorite evening chair, engrossed by a pulp magazine. 
Mother glances through an advertising circular looking for shopping 
hints and budget savers. 


This scene Is repeated hundreds of thousands of times .each week 


in Midwest homes and in all probability they contain color books, 
magazines and circulars which are produced by the Dixon Publishing 
Co., a subsidiary of the corporation which publishes The Dixon 
Evening Telegraph. 


It is only natural that this, one 


of Dixon's newer industries, is 
proud of its affiliation with The 
Telegraph. For it can be said that 
this commercial printing enter- 
prise is a direct descendent of the 
first hand-operated printing press 
which pounded out posters in 1851 
when The . Dixon Evening Tele- 
graph published its first edition. 


Moved From Chicago 


The Dixon Publishing Co. came 


to Dixon in July of 1946 after 
10 years of operation in Chicago 
under the name of Shaw-Chicago 
Printing Co., located at 3250 West 
Lake street. 


The Shaw organization launched 


this Chicago industry in May, 
1936, with all new Intertypes and 
other typesetting equipment, to- 
gether with the latest 16-page, 
hlgh-spotd. 
multi-color Duplex 


unit tubular press. 


This press contains many un- 


usual features not to be found on 
the average production press. It 
is equipped with removable ink 
fountains so that colors can be 
switched rapidly. 
As many as 


five different shades can appear 
simultaneously in a publication. 
Dual folders permit the printing 
of two separate jobs or booklets 
in one operation. 


During the fall of 1945 the 


leased building in which the Shaw- 
Chicago corporation was located 
was sold and no other satisfactory 
location could be found in Chicago. 


It was then decided to purchase 


five lots in the 1000 block on 
South College avenue in Dixon and 
the erection of one of Northern 
Illinois' most efficient publishing 
houses was commenced. 


Long before this building was 


completed, it became necessary to 
remove all of the heavy printing 
and typesetting equipment from 
the 
Chicago address. 
It was 


brought to Dixon on dozens of 
trucks and stored in an open lot 
and covered with a tarpaulin and 
sprayed paraffin. 


First Order Move* 


In March of 1947 the Dixon 


Publishing Co. came to life and 
the first printing order was for- 
warded from a Dixon address. 


During the past four years this 


organization has continued 
to 


expand. At the present time it 
employs nearly 50 full-time and 
part-time skilled workers with 
an annual payroll of more than 
$150,000. 


Most readers of The Dixon Eve- 


ning Telegraph are unaware of 
the products of this plant even 
though there is a chance that at 


one time or another they have 
been delivered to their homes. 


Hopple Books, Too 


Crayon books, including 
the 


Hopalong Cassidy variety. Western 
and mystery 
pulp 
magazines, 


circulars and dodgers are a few 
of the products which are pro- 
duced 
by 
this 
organization. 


Ninety-five per cent of the orders 
for this firm 
are 
placed' by 


merchants and 
industries 
from 


metropolitan areas inclusive of 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Kenosha and 
St. Louis. 


In some Cases smaller news- 


papers in the suburban areas of 
the larger cities do not maintain 
their own printing presses and 
have contracted with the Dixon 
Publishing Co. to produce their 
weekly and semi-weekly publica- 
tions. 


Copy Forwarded 


Advertising^ departments and 


writers working for the clients 
of the Dixon Publishing Co. pre- 
pare their own copy and forward 
it to Dixon. The local organiza- 
tion does not maintain a staff of 
writers or artists. And in many 
cases representatives of the clients 
come to Dixon on publication days 
for a final check before the press 
starts rolling. 


In many cases quantities up- 


wards of one million copies are 
produced at regular intervals for 
various concerns. 
And It Is hot 


unusual to find a minimum of 
two semi-trucks leaving this com- 
munity daily for distant distribu- 
tion points. 


Mall Cars Sidetracked 


In some cases United States 


mail cars arc sidetracked directly 
in 'front of the loading docks at 
the Dixon Publishing Co. And 
material is dispatched directly into 
the mails. This 
industry 
has 


brought much increased revenue 
to the local post office in mailing 
charges, while other post offices 
throughout the Midwest receive 
their portion of the postage which 
during some 30-day periods runs 


as high as $4,500. 


During an average week, the 


Dixon Publishing Co. produces 
about 2,000,000 copies of various 
forms. 
This 
amount 
requires 


5,000,000 pounds 
of 
newsprint 


annually, or about 100 freight car- 
loads. 
Warehouse facilities are 


maintained at the Dixon Pub- 
lishing Co. which can 
handle 


about 12 cars of newsprint at one 
time. 


Newsprint Arrives 


Newsprint arrives at the plant' 


at. regular intervals from mills 
in Northern Minnesota, Canada 
and Michigan. It Is unloaded and 
raised by hoists In rolls of ap- 
proximately 900 pounds so' that 
it can be stored three to four 
rolls high. 


The general 
routine 
of 
the 


mechanical department of a print- 
ing firm such as the Dixon Pub- 
lishing Co. is basically the same 
as that employed In a daily news- 
paper. 
And on many occasions 


this firm has assisted The Dixon 
Evening Telegraph in producing 
an unusually large newspaper or 
exceedingly long press runs. 


Centennial Aided 


It is anticipated that during the 


publication of this Centennial edi- 
tion aslstance will be extended the 
newspaper in the press division. 


Of course, the newspaper con- 


fines itself to the assembling and 
production of its own product and 
docs not get into the publication 
of comic books, pulp magazines 
and 
allied 
forms 
of 
reading 


material. 


Each department of the Dixon 


Publishing Co. is distinctly divided 
and is directed by a foreman who 
has had many years of experience 
In the business. 


Harold Green is asistant general 


manager of the Dixon Publishing 
Co. Joe Burgo Is In charge of 
the composing room. Carl Blaydes 
is the press room foreman, and 
Clyde Cooley heads the stereo- 
type room. 


DONALD DAVIS, type compositor; CHARLES MOW, compositor; 
GLENN REHMSTEDT, in charge of Illustrations, and WILLIAM 
R1LEY, compositor, assemble all the various sizes of type Into 'one 
form prior to locking it into a double page chase. These men are 
skilled craftsmen in the art of typography and must follow intri- 


cate layouts which are furnished by customers. 


BILLY MEZO, paper handler; CLIFFORD OILMAN, paper han- 
dler; CHARLES GINTHER, paper handler, are taking circulars 
from the folders, before Jogging, counting and stacking printed ma- 
terial in preparation for ehlpment to distant points throughout the 


United States. Orders leave via truck and railroad. 


BEULAII UGIITXER, RUTH BROOKNER and ALICE COOLEY, 
bindery personnel, prepare direct mail literature which will ulti- 
mately be placed in mail boxes In various sections of the United 
States. On occasions the railway post office side-tracks a mall 


car directly in front of the loading dock. 


KENNETH NELSON, apprentice; 8. THOMAS TUBBS, compost' 
tor; MELVIN SWEENEY, compositor and asst. foreman compos* 
Ing room, and GERALD LIGHTNER, apprentice, gather round a 
large automatic proof press. Apprentices receive excellent training 
Ing for six years under the direction of experienced printers and 


they must pas* tA txaminaUon before being accredited. 


THOMAS VAILE, paper handler; CHARLES GOLLAKNER, paper 
handler, arc banding'sklds of children's coloring book* before ship- 
ping to a bindery In Chicago where n cover will be attached and 
the booklet prepared for distribution. One of these skids will weigh 


up to 3500 pounds. 


JOHN HEATHERINGTON, preM helper, and CARL BLAYDES, 
prcssropm foreman, are shown checking final press proofs before 
releasing tho machine to high speed. Blaydes, before Joining the 
Dixon Publishing company, operated high speed presses at the 


»nd other dally newspapers. 


MILDRED STEARNS, proofreader, an operation at the publishing 
company which demands exacting efficiency In order that errors 
may be eliminated from printed matter which roll from the presses 
at this publishing house. It is rare that a mistake In spelling, gram- 


mar, or prices escapes her attention. 


THOY KERLEY,,stereotyping apprentice; ED MACK, stereotyp- 
ing apprentice, and CLYDE COOLEY, stereotype foreman, are 
taking a tubular printing plate from the casting box. These men 
are responsible for receiving the type matter from the composing 


room and converting It Into a tubular printing surface. 


HOWARD XALMADGE, press helper; BRUCE KLAUSEN, press- 
man, and ALBERT HALSTENBERG, assistant pressroom fore- 
man, arc loading the huge Duplex press with newsprint prior to 
a "run." This is one of the latest presses in the Midwest and is 
capable of speeding paper over the cylinders at the rate of 900 


feet a minute. • 


.THOMAS McKUNE, pressman, and night assistant foreman, 
FLOYD EGLER, Jr., pressman, and DOUGLAS SMITH, press 
helper, arc plating one of the units on the press with a 45-pound 
lead stereotype printing plate. The press is equipped with four 
units of four pages each, and can produce a number of different 


colon simultaneously. 
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J.C. PENNEY COMPANY 


THE STORE THAT THRIFT BUILT 


Growing With This Community Since 192T 


A Penney Label on any Penney Merchandise tells you that you are getting full, 100 cents on every dollar—Here 
are just a few that have made us famous from coast to coast: Penco - Nationwide - Fashion Manor - Cynthia - 
Cherrylane"- Lady Lyke - Gaymode - Rondo - Sorority - Towncraft - Townclad - Sportclad - Brentwood - Pay 
Day - Foremost - Big Mac • Jim Penney - Silvermoon - Pencale - Top-n-bottom - Craftsman - Golden Dawn 


- ' 
«*• A. RIEDERRR 


. 
Store Manager 


Mr. Riederer was born in Manitowoc, 
Wis., to 1914, and joined the Penney 
Company as a salesman in 1931. In 
1941 h«, was transferred to Racine, 
Wi»., as assistant manager and was 
promoted to manager of tl>e Dixon 
Store in June, 1949. 


DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


ON YOUR CENTENNIAL 


100 years of independent th'inking 


and reporting the news for all of us here: 
in Dixon and Lee County...that's a rec-> 
ord to be proud of! All of us at Penney*s 
salute you sincerely. We can't possibly 
estimate your tremendous contributions 
to our community. . . all we can do is 
vish you more and more success, through-., 
out the years to come! 
, 


J. C. FENXET 


Founder 


Mr. Penney was born In Hamilton, 
Mo., but moved in 1902 to Kemmerer, 
Wyo., where he purchased a third 
interest in the Golden Rule's store. 
He pioneered the principles of « 
single pric« to everyone and square 
dealing in retail business. 


Staff of Commercial Printing 
~ 


Plant Can Celebrate, Too; It 
Began With Telegraph in '5£> 


By EMORY 3. BAHB 


. ' 
f, 


Manager, Commercial Printing Department 
•/* 


Today's modern, high speed printing equipment with its multitude',*'• 


of attractive type faces illustrating a message not only in the written * 
word but also with pictures, is a far cry from Egyptian hieroglyphics.":.; 
When man learned to write, h 
-- 


could for the first time • expres 
his thoughts to other people a 
distant points.' But for years al 
words had to be recopied by han 
in order to transfer like messages 


First Impression 


Then-man discovered that whe 


he inked a raised design on on 
surface and pressed it against an 
other surface he could secure 
print. He could cut such a raiset 
figure on a block of wood or labor 
iously scrape it into a piece o 
stone or inetal and it is believet 
that the Chinese invented wooc 
block printing perhaps as early 
as A. D. 770. A foundry for castin 
movable metal type was establish 
ed by the king of Korea abou 
1403, but history indicates tha 
there is a possibility that the Ko 
reans learned the process from th 
Ihinese. 
' 


When one recalls this back 


ground of the printing trade h 
can not help but marvel at the de 
velopments in research and scienc 
as he tours a plant such as th 
commercial printing division of th< 
B. F. Shaw Printing company 
3ublishers of The Dixon Evenin 
Telegraph. This division is often 
referred to as the "River stree 
plant" and is located at 112 Rive: 
st. 


Print Sale Bills 


The staff of this plant which 


numbers 18 full-time skilled crafts 
men witness with pride the passing 
of the 100th birthday of its paren: 
organization. It was in 1851 tha' 
the founders of this newspapei 
nked a form and pressed out the 
'irst sale bills which were widely 
used as auxiliary newspaper adver 
.ising. These bills were posted 
throughout the rural areas. 


This early laborious method ot 


obtaining a reproduction print on 


hand-operated direct 
pressure 


>ress had a capacity of approxi- 
mately 60 impressions an hour. Oi 
course, these early devices could 
reproduce only in one color, gen- 
erally black. It is not unusual for 
printing equipment in 1951 to pro- 
duce 26,000 impressions an houi 
n three different colors of ink. 


Commencing 
in 
1851 
and 


hroughout the generations as The 
Dixon Evening Telegraph 
con- 


inued to .grow anti become better 
inown throughout northern Illi- 
nois, so did the commercial print- 
ng division. From one hand oper- 
ated press this department was to 
ee the addition of every modern 
iece of equipment as it was in- 
ented and developed. 


Construct Building 


When the newspaper was moved 


rom its earliest locations to the 
resent site of The Dixon Evening 


Telegraph, the printing depart- 
ment became established on the 
econd floor of the building at the 
orner of Ottawa avenue and First 
treet. At this date practically all 
f the printing produced was dis- 
ributed to local merchants and 
ndustries. With the addition of 
igher speed presses it became 
ossible for the Shaw Printing 
ompany 
to 
secure additional 


rdcrs for concerns in Chicago 
nd other metropolitan cornmu- 
ities. 
This permitted continuous ex- 
ansion until in the late 1930's it 
ccame necessary to erect a build- 
ig and-for the first time in nearly 
00 years The Dixon Evening Tele- 
raph and the commercial print- 
ng department were separated, 
'his modern brick structure on 
.iver street now houses 10 differ- 
nt presses, a linotype, a number 
f makeup tables, automatic power 
utters, folders; perforators, stitch- 
rs and a complete bindery assem- 
ly line. The structure also con- 
ains a huge warehouse for the 
torage of newsprint and scores 
f different types of paper. 


Offer Variety 


The B. F. Shaw commercial 
rinting plant is now capable of 
ffording customers a variety in 
rinting. methods. Platen presses 
re generally used on smaller 
orms such as calling cards, en- 
elopes, letterheads and smaller 
usiness forms. This type of press 
s an improved design from the 
arlier presses in the 1800s. Today 
hey are automatic but the princi- 
le is one of an ink roller passing 
ver the type before the form cs- 
ablishes a "kiss" impression on 
piece of paper. This style is gen- 
rally limited to approximately 
,500 
impressions an hour and it 


s believed that limits of 12 inches 
y 18 inches are maxim-urn for the 
ze of any form printed with this 
ystem. 


Semi-cylinder and c y l i n d e r 
resses are available in the local 
lant in a variety 'of sizes and 
peeds. From forms three inches 
y five inches to those measuring 
5 by 38 inches, these high speed 


machines will produce as much as 


,200 impressions an hour. All of 
icse presses are automatically 
ed, which means that an operator; 
fter he has properly prepared the 
machine does not have to place a 
heet of paper in the press each 
me it prints. 
Through a system of air pros- 
,ire and auction a number of rub- 
er cups attach themselves to a 
ngle sheet of paper and lift it 
nto the proper place on the cylln- 
er preparatory to coming in con- 
act with the type. 


Offset Printing 


In later years the industry, has 


developed another type of pr«M*| 
which will be found in the Rive&'$' 
street plant today. Originally t&il 
process was known as lithography^ 
and hi later years branches of it^: 
cam* under the trade names ,ot$ 
offset printing and planographingr^ 


It can be said that the system'^ 


employs a general plan of "reller'-* 
impressions. That is to sav 
the printing plate or raised surfac«".?j 
does not come in direct contact «* 
with the paper stock. The first'« 
step in this process necessitates •* 
the assembling of types. illustr@JS 
tibns and pictures into one form?'* 
A proof then is "pulled" from thi»<! 
form which becomes known as th»'£ 
"paste-up," , 


This layout is then forwarded to''-?? 


the photo-engraving division, or 
plate making department. Large 
^ 


cameras copy the printed and pic- 
torial material 
onto film 
and ' 


through a process of chemistry 
transfer the original images to ap 
exceedingly thin piece of meti.j 
This metal is then wrapped around 
a cylinder of the offset press and '• 
fastened securely. 


Printing Process 
. ,« 


As the 
cylinder revolves tt ;•££ 


comes in contact with rollers, some;** 


carry ink and others'vJ 


water. This residue upon the plate- ^ 
is then deposited upon a cylinder "~ 
which is covered by a rubber.^ 
blanket. In the next movement 
cylinder revolves and deposits 
ink on -paper. 


It can be seen that the differi,:j£ 


ences in the two methods of print-"*'* 
ing are that regular letter-presa.* 
printing inks a form and the ink is'/« 
immediately transferred to paper'..^ 
directly from the type itself while '/S 
in offset printing impressions are*"J'. 
obtained by depositing the ink up-.i 
on a carrier which in turn places it' i> 
upon the stock. 
•;£• 


The latest addition to the planf.-?, 


is a new rotary web-fed press that jjf 
will print three colors of ink at ^. 
one lime, number a form and paste •*;. 
a carbon on the back of each sheet' Jj. 
This press will operate at a rate 
«••• 


of 100,000 impressions during au 
«;• 


eight-hour day. 
" _ 


Work Analyzed 
,-"• 


When oixlers are 
placed for 
"*'• 


srinting at the B. F. Shaw conw i' 
mercial printing plant, the worw. 
s carefully analyzed and routed - 
to the press which will produce • 
.he work with the greatest ef- 
-• 


ficiency and reproduction perfec- 
.ion. 


The first step in the complicated 


>rocess of turning out the finished 
vork is setting the type. A com- 
> 


x>sitor selects and sets the desired *• 
,ype for the job and locks it into;,,* 
a form which will fit onto 
>rinting press. 


When the form is ready 


>ressman secures his stock 
he automatic cutter operator who ^ 
.rims the material to the proper "£ 
iize. After printing, the work is '."A 
orwarded to the bindery division '.£ 
vhere it reaches the final stage. 
'"'•.* 


Binding: Operations 
| 
v* 


Dependent upon instructions, the ;> 
'indery operators either punch the' er 
orms to fit specified holders o^J'.V 
titch the materials so that they .!j 
:nd up in booklets or pamphlets; "i£ 
Other forms call for padding which , V* 
requires a gummed surface on one ^ •' 


ide. Some orders received demand.^ 
ntricate gathering where various •£ 
heets are placed in specified ro- -.^ 
ation. Many pamphlets and adver- .*«. 
ising folders require careful fold-'n* 
ng which is performed on an auto- "",'• 
matic folding machine which is.''."^ 
apable of folding a piece of pape^4. 
ive times in three different direc-. , 
ions. 


Service World-Wide 


At the present time this River 
treet plant is sen-icing customers 
ot only in Dixon and surrounding. ,_ 
ounties but also in. communities 
hroughout the world 
f large concerns 
with 


uarters in Chicago place orders ,|4, 
vith this plant for delivery to thei!^ 
>ranches or stores. This 
onsists of waiter checks, 
hurea, advertising pamphlets and>^- 
perational instruction sheets for'"«« 
arious types of equipment. Th«»£» 
ilant is equipped to do everything,"^ 
rom the most minute calling cardV;«. 
r sticker to the larger booklets;;jjj 
nd magazines in three or four.Vf£ 


A number,,at 


different colors of ink. 


.-« 


Still Advancing: 


Printing' has 
indeed 


lirough revolutionary processes"*?? 
ince the trade was first establish^'* 
d in the Americas at Mexico 
n the year 1539 and since 
>ay set up the first printing 
n the English colonies at Cam-;';; * 
ridge, Mass., in 1638. 
.. '~~j~ 


Every effort has been made *?£•£ 


he B. F. Shaw Printing company-;^ 
tiring the past 100 yearn to 
ress with the industry and 
he years to corn* every effort' 
e made to extend to its customer*^ 
he very best of printing on 
nost modern equipment. 


WAS CONGRESSMAN' 
:; 


Joseph Pulitzer, editor of th«' 
t. Louis Post-Dispatch and tha 
Id New York World, and founder 
t the graduate school of journal- 
;m at Columbia university in X*W 
'ork, 
served as a Missouri state 


enator and a United States con^ 
rcssman. 
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Shaw Printing Company Joins Telegraph in Centennial 


EMORY BAI1K, manager of the B. F. Shaw commercial printing 
plant, assumed this position nearly two years ago, coming to 
Dixon after service as general manager of the Bureau County 
Republican, Princeton, 111. Previously he was connected with the 
Daffy Republican, Belvidere, 111., for 27 years as business man- 
ager. Bahr services the clients of this printing plant and directs 
the activities of the various departments in this division, which has 
provided printing for local firms and industries for 100 years. 


'^i^^ 
'"-'r^'"-?;\^T^??iTt^^V -;-.V 
v- 
v V," \ ;V'\ *~ " , 
4" ' • '" *' '"'' •*'"''" ,'"'/, „'' 


THIS IS THE BUILDING which houses the B. F. Shaw commercial printing division just east of Peoria avenue on River street. 
Often referred to as the River street plant, the structure was erected nearly 10 years ago. This printing plant is capable of ex- 
tending customers fast service on the very latest types of printing. A large warehouse is maintained in the rear of the building 
for the storage, of all forms of paper which affords an opportunity to secure the proper stock for each job. 
A normal staff of 20 


people is employed at this plant and products from this company are distributed throughout the nation and in foreign countries 


SHOP FOREMAN CLYDE McCONNAUGHAY and PRYOR "TEX" OOCHRAN are pictured here at 
tho "makeup stone." Before a form can be printed on the presses, considerable time is required in the 
netting of type and assembling the various portions of the material. "Tex" operates the linotype ma- 
chine m this division and supplies the makeup table with all of the smaller type faces. Larger types 
are set by hand. Clyde, known as "Mac" throughout the area, joined the Shaw Printing company in 
1945 after working in printing plants at Salem and Centralia. 111. "Tex" came to Dixon in 1949 after 
•erving his country in World War II. He worked at the printing trade in Eden, Tex., prior to joining 


1 
the staff here. 


TETER GRURIC is shown here operating the latest press which was added to the production de- 
partment of the commercial printing plant during February of this year. Known as a Speed-Flex, 
the press is built on a rotary principle and can print a sheet 15 by 17 inches at a speed of from 20,000 
to 25,000 impressions an hour. During every minute of operation the press can roll 550 feet of paper 
through its cylinders. "Pete" came to the River street plant in 1943 after working at the trade in 


Kcwanoe. 111., for the Star-Courier and Mail-O-Graph corporations. 


BAV, 1?,NuGLEAF ch^k" a Proot <* * tour-color label for registration M it In delivered from the Big 
Chief Wcbcndorfer offset press. This piece of printing equipment in one of the latest addition* to the 
pressroom at the printing plant. It was installed in early 1950. It produce* printing in a variety of 
colors and permits extensive use of illustrations, pictures and scrolls. Ray came to the staff in Feb- 
ruary, 1050, from the Star-Courier in Kewanee. He saw service in the armed forces for three and 
one-half years in the reproduction unit of the aviation engineers. 
He was stationed !n Africa and 


Italy. Before going to service tie also had considerable experience M an offMt pretiman producing 
•". 
bualneai form*. 


SPAPFRI 


GEORGE BISHOP, left, and DONALD HOUCK, stock cutter and 
helper, are inserting a pile of paper under the huge blade of tHe 
automatic power cutter which is capable of slicing through five 
inches of paper 52 inches long in one operation. 
All of the 


paper stock which is used on the presses is trimmed to the proper 
size on this machine. Bishop commenced his employment at the 
River street plant in September, 1949, prior to which he was asso- 
ciated with Reynolds Wire company for five years as shipping 
foreman. He was also connected with the Bishop grocery store in 
Dixon for two years. Houck. a relatively new employe, came here 
in December, 1950. He makes his homo at Woosung, and is a 
graduate of Polo community high school in the class of 1950. Don 
also makes deliveries around Dixon with the B. F. Shaw Printing 


company truck. 


DWIGHT (left) and BOB FULMER check a Michle vertical press 
as a new form is placed in the machine. These brothers operate 
a battery of three Miehle verticals and the Fulmer name has long 
been associated with the Shaw Printing company and The Dixon 
Evening Telegraph. Their father served in the editorial depart- 
ment of the newspaper for many years. He passed away during 
1950. 
Bob has been with the company 16 years and is familiar 


with every press operation in the plant. Dwight commenced his 
service with the company after returning to Dixon from World 
War II during which time he was with the 15th bomber command. 
He parachuted into Yugoslavia from a disabled plane and was re- 
turned to friendly forces by the underground. He has served his 
apprenticeship as a pressman and is now a full fledged journeyman. 


PAT BURRS »nd WILLIAM L. WOOD compare a proof before starting the huge 25 by 38 inch Miehlo 
horizontal printing press. Burrs, the pressman, produces larger sheets of printing material on this 
machine which are later folded into booklets and pamphlets. Wood is a compositor and assembles the 
forms from various type faces and linotype slugs. He started his employment With the local printing 
company in October. 1950, and has had 35 years experience as a printer. He came to Dixon from 
Hougton Lake, Mich. Pat's original experience with the Shaw organization dates back to 1914 when 
he worked here for three years. He then served in World War I after which he was employed by 


printing firms in California and Chicago. He returned to the Shaw company in 1945. 


FORREST ROBINSON, left, and EVERETT HANNAN, two members of the press crew in th'e com- 
mercial division, are operating a 17 by 22 inch Kelly C and a 10 by 15 inch automatic Kluge press. 
The Kelly press is relatively new to this division, having been installed in 1950 and Is designed for fast 
delivery of high-grade printing. The Kluge is used on smaller forms, invitations, letterheads and 
envelopes. Both of these craftsmen have had many years experience In the trade, Hannan having 
worked for the' W. H. Homenadel Printing company in Rochelle for seven years before serving in the 
armed forces in Africa, Italy, Corsica, France and Germany. He came to the B. F. Shaw Printing 
company in November, 1945. Robinson joined the staff in October, 1950, coming from Kewanee, 111., 
where-he served his apprenticeship and worked a's a pressman for a number of years. He served in 


the marine corps four years in the Pacific theater during World War IL 


FAIRIE MEANS and EDNA WEYANT, bindery operators, are 
shown here wrapping printed material as it reaches its final stage 
preparatory to delivery. Members of this department also operate 
stapling machines and stitchers, punches, perforators and paper 
drills. Mrs. Means began her employment in November, 1950, prior 
to which time she spent six years at the Lakeshlre Marty company. 
Mrs. Weyant has been with the organization for six years,- prior 
to which time she spent 19 years in the employment of-the 


Borden company. 


An accurate Inventory of paper stock must be kept on file at all times so that orders can be filled 
promptly. It is often necessary to keep a variety of more than 100 different types and sizes of paper 
on hand at one time. This paper also varies in weight from exceptionally thin onion-skin to six and 
eight-ply railroad board. Emory Bahr, manager, Is shown here checking in a recent shipment of more 
than 25 tons of paper stock which was received from the mills In Canada. The plant has the facilities 
for storing about 12 carloads of stock at one time. 
The plant is equipped with a railroad riding 


and dock to that material can arrive either by, freight car or •eml-traUtr truck*. _ 


1 
* 
t^m^t^^m I I • ••••> 


ALEMADA GOULD and DORA HESS, bindery operator*, gather 
ft multiple number form prior to padding. When it is necessary 
to assemble three or four copies of the same form into one section, 
these two employes do the Job, Miss Gould has been with th« 
company for about five years and was previously employed in * 
local <Jn»g«ore. Mr^Heflp Is*foy&r eiufesa and .WM 
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Gift CerfMc«fes 


Avvltfbb 


OUR STORE IS A 


GOLD BOND STAMP STORE 


Goods 


5th ANNIVERSARY 


(/<• Our Convenient 


Pfoa 


Authorized Dealer 


The 


Mr. 


Old 
B. 


BOATING 
SUPPLIES 


Oars . 


Boat Paint 


Boat 


Cushions 


Oar Locks 
Paint 
Motor Oil 
Gas Cans 
Boat Seats 
Anchors 


DEPENDABILITY 


The Netv 


Mr. A. 


SHOP & SAVE WITH 
GOLD BOND STAMPS 


Authorized 


Brunswick Distributor 


•ILL THOMPSON 


President 


ON MAY 25th. B. ft A. CELEBRATES ITS FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY IN SERVING THE HUNTERS. 
FISHERMEN, SPORTSMEN OF THIS VICINITY. 


It is our sincerest wish to be able 
to serve our many friends even more 
fully for years to come. 


BALLS 


BAGS 


SHOES 


DORRANCE S. THOMPSON 


Secretory-Treasurer 


Get an Expert Fitting 


at B. & A. 


We Invite You to 


Look Over 


Our Complete . 


Line of 


Famous Ben Paarson 


Archery Equipment 


Bows, Arrows, Sets, etc. 


Most Complete 


Sporting Goods Store in This Vicinity 


TENNIS 


B. ft A. Offers a Complete 
Line of Tennis Equipment 
BALLS 


RACKETS 


NETS 


COVERS 


PRESSES 


Winchester? Remington? 


Merlin? Stevens? 


Yts, We Carry Them All! 


•</iW~ 
,fWK ••--•- 


GET YOUR FISHING 


LICENSES HERE 


Spalding 


or 


Wilson 


Badminton 
Equipment 


Our Store Offers to Fishermen the Most Complete 


Line of Fishing Tackle Ever Offered in 


This Territory 


All Lines Nationally Advertised •• Fully Guaranteed 


CASTING REELS 


Leek Over Our Stock Before 


You Buy Anything in 


Fishing Tackle 


Spalding or Wilson 
... 
_ 
— 
. 
. 
» 
. 
. 
. 
. 
»^ 


Tennis Rackets 
We Carry Only Nationally Advertised Brands 


From $4.95 UP 
Highest Quality 
-• 
Lowest Prices 


Wilson Sports Equipment 


Is Endorsed 
««...«...•.....,..»>, 
_, , 
., 
_» 
•iriiiiiruiii;ma)\ I 
Before You Buy 


by Champions 


in Every 


Field 
_ . .. 
Sports Line 


SEE COMPLETE LINE OF 
RODS • REELS - TACKLE 


BOXES, etc. 


Anything 


in the 


AMMUNITION 


SEE US 
FIRST 
HUNTING CLOTHES 


CLEANING RODS - OIL 


PATCHES - SHELL BELTS 
REVOLVERS - PISTOLS 


A 


SIGN 


OF 


QUALITY 


Largest 


Selection of 


Baseball & Football 


Equipment 


in Lee County 


B. & A. Is in a 
Position to Offer 


Remington 
Winchester 
Super-X 
Peters 


We Try to Carry 


a Complete Stock of 


•All Calibers and 


Shot Sizes 


ALL PRICES ARE 


FAIR TRADE 


GOLF 


BAGS, BALLS, 
CLUBS, CARTS, 


etc. 


HUNTING LICENSES 
FISHING LICENSES 


.c A. Sporting Goods 


HMdqu.rt.r.! 
ST. 


TELEPHONE 


• 
•« 


DIAL 3-8681 


Hunters' Headquarters! 


Home 


» 


Owned 


Home 


Operated 
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Introducing Other Members of The B. F. Shaw 'Family' 


EUSTACE K. SHAW, member of the advertising department at 
the Daily News, is the son of Robert E. Shaw of Dixon and has 
been affiliated with the Newton newspaper since February, 1949. 
irior to that date he attended De Pauw University at Greencastle, 
jRd., and was graduated shortly before his joining the Daily 'News. 
During World War II he was a gunner in the United States naval 
air corps. 
He is well known in Dixon, having attended public 


schools here and was graduated from Dixon high school in 1943. 
THIS IS THE HOME of the Newton Daily News and The News Publishing Company, at Newton, la., a property which was purchased 
by the B. F. Shaw Printing Company during May of 1944 from the estate of James'R. Rhodes. The Daily News has a circulation of 
more than 7,000 and services an area comprising Jasper county and portions of] the .surrounding counties. The newspaper occupies the 
main floor and is equipped with modern typesetting equipment and a tubular, high speed Duplex press. The french basement contains 
the commercial printing division and is capable of producing multi-color work in all sizes. Newton is known throughout the country 
as the home of the Maytag washing machine and is often referred to as the "Washing Machine Capital of the World." Many othe'r 
forms of industry are also located here, some of which are: Advertising novelties, windmill power units, foundries and heavy machin- 


ery manufacturers. The community has an estimated population of 14,000 and is 35 miles east of DCS Moines. 


LLOYD O. BREWER, publisher of the Newton Daily News, has 
been connected with this organization for many years, originally, 
serving in the editorial department. When the Shaw Company pur- 
chased the newspaper. Brewer was elevated from the position of 
business manager. He directs a staff of more than 45 people'on 
the publication and in the commercial printing division. Brewer 
is well known in newspaper circles, having served as an officer of 
the Inland Daily Press Association and various state organizations. 


E.. J. VAX NOSTRAND, above, is publisher of the Crcston News- 
Advertiser at Creston, la. The building which houses this news- 
paper can be seen to the left. Van Nostrand was editor of the 
Newton Daily News when the B. F. Shaw Printing Company ac- 
quired the News-Advertiser from Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Day in 
October of 1946^ At that time he assumed his duties with the 
daily newspaper at Creston and directs the activities of this staff. 
The News-Advertiser has a circulation of 6,200 daily and serves 
a five-county area in southwestern Iowa, which is known as the 
"Blue Grass Capital" of the country. Much of the seed from this 
product is shipped annually to Kentucky. 
Creston is located 80 


miles southwest of DCS Moines and approximately 100 miles east 
of Omaha on the Burlington railroad. 
It has a population of 


nearly 10,000. 


LYLE II. PILCHER serves ns general manager of the Woodstock 
Daily Sentinel and the Woodstock Printing Company at Wood- 
stock, Illinois, which is located approximately 50 miles northwest 
of Chicago in McHenry county. The newspaper building can be 
seen to the right while the printing plant is shown below. Pilcher 
started his newspaper career at Canton, 111., and later served ns 
public relations director for the Green River Ordnance plant at 
Dixon. He also has managed newspapers and advertising publica- 
tions in Bloomington and Taylorville, 111. He joined the Shaw or- 
ganization when they purchased the Woodstock newspaper from 
Mrs. Lucy Renich in July, 1948. Th« Daily Sentinel has a circula- 
tion of approximately 6,000 and serves communities throughout the 
area. The commercial division produces all forms of printed ma- 


terial, including booklets and pamphlets. 


v^f.LIAM BUBFEINDT, general manager of the McHcnry Plaindealer 
t*McHcnry, 111., has been with this weekly newspaper since Septom- 
ier, 1919, when the B. K Shaw Printing Company leased the publica- 
lon from Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Mosher. The Plaindealer building can be 
ccn above. Burfeindt gained hia first newspaper experience with The 
n'xon Evening Telegraph as a carrier-salesman about 14 years ago. 
Ic later worked in the commercial printing division of The Telegraph 
nd at the time of his elevation to the'McHenry position he waa jiut 
omplctlng his six-year training course as a compositor-operator. He 
Iso has had experience in-the circulation and advertising departments, 
'he Mcllcnry Plaindealer publishes a weekly newspaper and also op- 
*> 
crates a commercial printing1 department. 


Pressroom— 
(Continued from page 18, Sec. O) 


down in his easy chair to read the 
news. 


All the time the press is in oper- 


ation, the pressmen must keep a 
close check on the flow of ink to 
make certain that each page is 
printed uniformly. The ink flow is 
adjusted easily by, a twist of the 


valves on the side of the press. 


Centennial Bluo* 


The added work on the Centen- 


nial edition has been quite a gri'nd 
for the pressmen during the past 
few weeks. Most of the time two 
shifts have been used to take care 
of the Centennial work and the 
usual daily work. 


But it has been an interesting 


job. too. The pressroom workers 
have learned more about their 
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II. II. THOMPSON', left, manages the Rock Falls Record Trinting Company at Rock Falls, III,, and has been with the Shaw organization 
for nearly two years. He formerly published a weekly newspaper at Wyanet, 111., and was associated with printing companies In Ke- 


wanoe. The Rook Falls plant produces commercial printing and is equipped with typesetting machinery and automatic presses. 


trade through this big project. 


And it has been especially inter- 


esting to see each new page as it 
was brought to Ihe pressroom, 
starting with 1850 and ending with 
1951. Most of the pressmen are 
from the Dixon area. All have cn- 
joyed reading the okMime stories 


and looking at the old pictures. 
They have enjoyed doing their 
best work to produce a readable 
newspaper. 


And those same employes hope 


the subscribers get just as much 
enjoyment uv reading this edition. 


WINS AVER AWARD 


The Daily News-Tribune, a close 


neighbor of The Telegraph, won 
the Aycr award for 1951. 
This 


honor Is bestowed upon that news- 
paper which excels in typography, 
the art e£ printing, each year. 


HARDING AX EDITOR 


President Warren Harding onco 


was editor of a weekly newspaper 
in Ohio. 


Walter Winchell waa once a 


chonu boy. . 
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